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the Colonic-*. • 

C’hancrllor and l T ndr r-'f reasim r of the Fxcheqncr, 
• # and also Chancellor oilhe Duehy iff Lancaster. 

Kut of the Cabinet, . ^ 

President of the Boai4fcof Controul for the Affairs of 
India. 

- € - Vicc-PrcMf!«jpt of the Board of Trade, and Treasurer 

* tfi the Navy 

Secretary at War. 

^ Joint Paymaster-fjCiicrj I. * 

^ Joint Postmaster-general. 

Secretaries of the Treasury. 

Master of the Rolls. 

Attorney-Gent ral. 

Solicitor- General. ■ 


PERSONS IN T^IE MINISTRY OF IRELAND. 

-« - T.ord Treutenant. 

- LorcT?\qpli Chancellor. 

Sir A* f hur .WePeslcy ----- Chief S< cretary. € 

Bi^ht Hon ..John Foster - - ' - - Chancel lor of tic Exchequer. 


Da We of Rjfhmond 
J.onl* Me nners 



• AN ALPHABETICAL* LIST* • . xdi 

• OF-* 

THE HOUSE OF* COMMONS: 

jS RETURN F.Q I'Oll THE KEIE * '• 

A^liith met on the 2'M of June* l§ U7. 


Abbot, right honourable Charles,# i 
Speaker, O', fold l’ ni verity 
Abeic^n.b', , honourable C 
-viiiioss «lnre 

/hiiiciumhy, hon. J., ^Ii4hurst 
Adair, ‘.belt, Come IfoiT 
Adam, William, kiiiruss^lfjfc 
A isms.Cliarle*, " eyinou h,8w*. 
Amiius William, Lot ness 
A«idiojttvin, right honourable 
Jo l u, Hiley, IJarw :ch • 

Anar, Kiruin. Felix, 'inlbury 
Allan, Mexam er, Berw ick 
Aldiofn. viset , N .rthamptdiv- 
sh i . v 

Arv v ws Miles Pcti r, Bewdley 
An^ipi., niru, LncJifuU • 

* Am»*nither, right hono^Wilc 

sir m’ui, hart j An .-‘i utber 
An'oiue, William Lee, Bedford 

(>'>L<»U gl) — 

Arch rirtfhnirl slun; • 

Aslilmiiihaiii,f!« o New Romney 
As l| lpy > hoii.( , ii>|‘lev,l)or( , ht ''ter 
Astlev, sir .i. 11. hart ; Norfolk 
Aubiev, sir .1.. bait. ; Aldelnflgh 
Jjahingtim, Tlfomasg 1 c.< ester 
hor.iuzh ’ * • 

JViiieiial VV., Catherlnghshirc 
11a got, hon. C’ , Castle Rid'itg 
Bagwell, William, Cloninch 
Put. lie, 1*' an, Bristol m 
Uaillie, George, jun., Berwick- 
shire 

}L iMir, Peter, jun. 

Rukci, .lolin, Cant* rburv 
R.nupfvlHe, ir Chailes W.batt.; 

E^tcr • 

Rankes, Henry, Corfe fastle 
Parham Jus. V* , Stoekbndge* 

Bai ing, Ale vimth r, Tauijl.on • 
Raring, T., Chipping Wyeombe 
Barlow, ILigli, Pcnibmk«* 
ikirnr, ‘mow don, DumwwIi • # • 
Hari\ , kdin, Max., (\n ffffshir.C 
Bastard, Edmund, Dartmouth 
Bastard, .Mini Pol., Pevonsfiire 
Bathurst. right hon. Charles 1>., 
Bristol 

Reach. Mich. Hicks, Client ester 
Beaumont, Thomas Ri^harjL 
i ^ | Korthmnberlaml • /’ • • 

"Heck ford, William, 1 1 Widen 
ileum tt, Riehaid Henry Alex- 
ander, Enniskillen 
Pent nick, lord C., Ashburton 

• lieu von, Richard, Wallingford 
Bert sfurd, lord George Thomas, 

Londonderry shire 
l>err«.ford, John Claudius, \Va- 
*' terford county 
Perkctev, honourable ^korge 
CimdicM, Gbuccsrer county 


, Bernard, viscount, Corkeshirq 
Bernard, Scrupc, St. Alawes 
BcrnanUT., juiu, King’s county. 
Bei’Me, Allvmarle, St jinfoil • 
lie a leke, C dv., W nehelscl # l 
Brhmloti, Robert Al^tliielton, 
enh gh hoi ough 
P.innjng, lord, Cockermouth 
Blackburnc, J., Lancashire * 
Ul’gh, i nomas, Meath si ore 
Bo.idmgto'i, Samuel, Tralee 
Bond, wglit #hon. Nathanael, 
C’»ife Castle* • 

•Piiuham, Henry, Leominster 
Bootle, J!di* r .".rd V\ nhraharn, 
Newcast'e-imdcr-Lyiiic 
■’’eseawen, hon. Edw., Truro 
Ijouvfnt, hon. B., Pownton 
Bom eiie, honourable Edward, 

N I'haninton borough 
Bow \ # cr, sir George, bai t.; 

Malmesbury • 

Boyle, lord v isrt., Cork© county 
Bra* Mia w , hon. A. C. t Honiton 
Bradshaw ,R .11 nhlane.Ri n<\ley 
k 4i»iand, # hoa. Th., lie rtfonlsnV." 
Biandluig,. Charles Joln^ New- - 
easHe-upon- r l yjie 
Bjodi iek, lion. W., WhitehuUth 
Hi »gdeu, James, l/aunecston 
Brooke, 11. V., Honegalshire 
BatNike, lord, Wsiruick boiough 
.Browne, Authonv, Heydon 
Browne, righthon. Denis, Maj’o 
Browne, Is.Haw k., Hridgenorth 
Brown low, Wm., Armaghshire 
Bmee, lord. Marl boron •C'k 
Bnller, Kd ward* Fast Loop 
B ulldk-, Jam©'', Excti*r 
Boiler, Janies, AVest Looe • 
Bullock, John-* F.S"i j x 
Bunbury, sir T.C.,b^t.; Suffolk 
Burdett, sir Fran.,d)art,;^Vtst- 
mi nster • , * 

Burghersh, lord, T.yme Regis 
liurrcll, sir Charles Aler., hart,; 

New Shorchatn 
Burton, Francis, Oxfl^-d cit*y 
flurhm.htyi.P.Nath^ Clareshipe 
Butler, lion. Charles llarv*ood, 
Kilkenny city • ' 

Butler, hon.J , K ilker^iv eou%ty 
Bvng, fJcorgc, Middlesex 
(’alcraft, .lolin, Rochester # 
Caleiaft, si‘’ G. T., W'arcljatn 
Calvert, J., Huntingdon byrough 
Calvert, N., Herrford bon malt 
Campbell, Alev., Dumferntli% i 
C unp.VH, An bib., Glasgow* 
Campbell, George/ Carmar- 
then borough, , 
jCamplKlI, J. Rot^isav 
f ampja^I, lord J.f ArgylLshirc 


Canning, right hon. George, 
Hasting? • 

Canning, George, SligoJiorough 
Carcvv riglithou.Ti.Pole, P<iwey 
Carew, Robert SliaplM»d, # W'cx- 
ford eouflfy 

Cartwrigh*, Wijiam • Ralph, 
Northampton county * 
Castiereagli, lorcTvisct., Plj f mp- 
ton Earle • , * 

• Cav'endish, lord G. A. Hjf Derby 

c canty S 

Cav^ulish, G.» H. Compton, 

• A^lC"lniry 

Cavendish, Wm .Derby liorough 
C'haplin, C., Lincoln county ■ 
Che^cnient, John, Wo^tton 

Cholmordcley, Thoimas, Ches- 
ter county • 

Chuje, W r m., Hiynpsfcire 
Clancarty, earl of, Rye 
Clements, Henry John, Leitrim • 

• Clinton, W.H., Borough lirklge * 
Clive, lord vi roimt, Ludlow 
Clive, Henry, Ludlow 

*H|ive, Win., Bishop’s Castle 
C]*>r enyl of. New ttoinnejr 
C'oehrant, lord, Westminster 
Cochrane, h6u. G. A., Gram- 
pound 

Coehrune, Johnstone, hon. An- * 
drew', Grampound 
Cockerel, Charles, Lcstwitlncl’ 
t Coekt*f hon. Edw. C. ; Rycgate * 
Codmigton , Chris*Te\v keshugy 
Coke, Daniel linker, Notting- 
ham town * _ , 

Coke, Edward, Norfolk % 
Coke, Tlios. William, Norfolk 
Colelouglv •!*, Wevjferd county 
Cole, lion. Galb. L. ,7’ermanagh 
( ohpihoun, Archib.vid u Cullen 
Combe, Harv^ (?hris.,* I^ondon " 
Gnoj er, Edw. S., Slsgo county 
('ornwallis, hon. William, Eye * 
CJTtes, John,.Sbropshira 
Cnttcrell, sir John Geers; T/tfrt.; 

Hereford/ oun’ty ’ 

•Cotton, Staplettm^Nefv^ifk • 
Cowf er, h«#^ E, Spencer, Ilert- 
. ford thorough m # 

Crec v •> T1 loma s * ThetforcT 
Crtekett, Alt% a , fpsvfieh 
Ciipps, Josi-ph, Cirencester 
Crok.-I, J. \v. % itSvvnpa trick 
t urns, sir Win., hart., I.ondon 
TJarw'on, John Chri%, Cari1s3<^ ■ * 

• Ciirzon, hon. Robert ,* Clitherow 
^ust, lion. John, Clitherow 

CuthhdEt^J. R-^AppIdhw* ‘ • 

l/al\. right hoi^urablif Denis 
Bow c*, Galw ay comrty * * 
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Daly, James, Galway town 
Daniell, R?lph Allen, West Looe 
Dash wood. Sir Henry Watkin, 
bart. ; WoodstoA • 

Davcnpprf* Davies, « Chester 
county 4 / r 

Davies, R. FL, Colchester r - 
Dawkins, James, C hippenham * 
Dawson, Richard, Monaghan '. 
Deede, William, 11 y the 
Dennison, John, Minehead _ 
Dent/'John, Lancaster borough 
Dick, Quinton, Carric&rgus 
Dickinson, Wm., Solnersetshiie 
Dillon, hon. ilenry Ma\o 

Dlsbrowe, Edward 4 , Windsor 
Drnke», T. DVlyiw hitt, Agmon- 
ifcshnm ( * 

Dugdalc, Dug.Ntratford, Warwick 
,coi?nty 

Duigeran, Armagh borough** 
Dundas, Churn Berks. < 
Dundas, honoucableCharlcs^uu. , 
‘Richmond , , 

Dundas, hon. Laurence, Malton 
•Dundas, hon. R., Edinburgh-' lure 
Duffdas, right Ion. William, 
Sutherland- shire 
Dupre, iynics, Chichester 
Eden, hon. W. F. E., Wooiutock 
F.gei ton , # John, Chester ( 
Eliot, lion. William, Liskcard 
Ellice, Wm , Great Grimsby 
' Elliott, right nonourableWiIiiam, 
Peterborough 

Ellis, C. R., East Gr instead 
Ellison, Rirha’d, Lincoln c ity -*'* 
Elphiitstonc- Fleming, h^*.* C. } 

* Stirlingshire 

E&tcouit, T. Grimston, Deviys 
Everett, Thomas, Ludgershall 
Eu-ton, earl of, Catnbiidgc 
University 

*£vye, Anthony Hardolph, Not- 
tingham county v 
Fa'nc, Hrmy, Lyme Reg‘<* 

/ane, John, Oxford county, 
Parmer, Wm, M., Huntingdon 
Felloe es; honr Newton, Ando\ cr 
Fellowes, William Henry, Hun- 
« tingdoE- borough, 

F e rgjjson 1,1 ames , A ber dec n shire 
Ferguson kR. C., Kirkaldy 
F«thj*r.«ftone,sir T.barf.; Longford 
Finch, hon, Edward, Cambridge 
toivn 

Fitzgi juld, right hon. Jas. , F.Iftiis 
»*^ia d,‘ right lion. M., Kerry 
yU/grrold-, loid K^,Kildarcshire 
Fifzbarris, \«$cfc*unt > . Hey tesbury 
F 1 1 zh ugh , W il I i am t-Ti verton 
Fitzpatrick, rig&t honourable 

Richard, Tted/brclshjyf 
FitzrAy,' tofd Cha^s*Bury St. 
Edmunds 

Fitzroy, loFS William, Thetford 
Foiey, hon. Andrew, Droitwich 
Fyiley, Thomas, Herefordshire* 

. iFoJkes, v ir' l^artin Browne, hart.; 4 

King’s Lynn ^ 

„ FoUpsiofic, lord viscotmt, New 
Sartfm f 

1 Forbes* l;»rd c visct., Longford 
Lorcvler, Cecil, \Y unlock 


Foster, right hon. Johti, Lfnith 
Foster, hdn. T. H., Drogheda 
Foster,.,!. L-, Dublin University 
Ffanklnnd,Wm.,TJiirsk g 
Ficinantlc, T. F., Sultash 
Fremantle, Wm. Hen., Salfash 
French, Arthur, # R.o,scommon r 
Fuller, Jolui, Sussex 
VFjdell, Thomas,, Boston 
Fjnes, Henry $ Aldborough, . 

Yorkshire » 

Garnon, sirR., hart.; Winchester 
Garland, George, Poole 
OaAmv, William, Callington 

* Ga^-ovne, Isaac, Liverpool i 
(jell, PJylip, Malmesbury V 
Gibb*., sir Vicary, knt.; Cari?!f£, 

University 

*Giddy, Davies, Bodmyn 
Gipps, George, Ripon 
Gla sford, Henry, Dumbarton- 
shiie * c 1 

Goddard, Thcm&s, CrfcklaSc 
Godtrev , Thomas, H yi he 
Go eh, Thus, isheijork, Suffolk^ 
Gordon. Williams, Worcester ’ 
G-ire, hon. \V. J., Leiti irnsl.irc 
CoWi r, lord Gran, fieveson, 
•Stailbrd roiiuty 
Grabaii', Janie* , Cocke, mouth 
Giatil, Charles, ln\\ rn- s*— .hue ' 
Grant, Francis Wm., Elginshire • 
Grant, right hon urab'e s>r 
William, knt.; Bamfl-slii're 
Grr Jau, rt hon. H., Dublin city 

# ( ' .ce.i lii'il, Kohtrt, , l,‘lnr' , k 
Gn ci^jugh, (j. U. a G.ilton 
Gi\ nfeli, T’ascoc, Great Marlow 
G *< iimiIc, rulit hon. Thomas, 

Buckingham boiougli 
Orry, hon Booth, Petersficld 
G run ->t »n, lion. J.W ,St. Alb.»,ns 
(iro'‘Venor,Tliomas,Cl , cstei city^ 
Goeinscv , I ord, Weobly 
llali, Ben jc mm, Tot ness 
Halsey, Joseph. St. Albans 
Hamilton, v iscount, Dungannon 
IlarndTo.i, lore* A., Lunerkshire 
Hamilton, sir C. bar!.; II<niton 
Hiinilton, Hans, Dublin county 
Ilannnct, John, Taunton 
H arboi d, phonon rat{le Edward ; 

Y 9 rmou t/ i, N> »rfol k 
ft jr board, hon. W. A. p PJympton 
Har\e>, Kliab, Essex 
Hawkins, Hen., Boroughbi idge 
Headley, lord, Malton 
Ht-alhcufe, Thos., Blerliinglcy 
•Henderson,, Anthony, Bruckldy 
He^mker, lord, Rutland 
Herbert, lion. C harles, Wilton 
I bti bert.-Hem y Arthur, Kerry 
Herbert, hon. W 7 m., Hants 
^Heron; Peter; Newton, Lane. 

Ill bl»ert, O eorge , a ford 

Llilt, sir Cieorgc Fitzgcrald,bart.; 
T.ondonderry city 
x HilH hon. W T ni., Shrewsbury 
l^liiichiiigbrook, lord .viscount, 
Huntingdon county 
Ilippisley ,sir J.C.hart.; Sudbury 
llob house, Beajtamin, liindon 
Hudson, John, Wigan. # «* * 
lloldswoitli, A. IL, Dartmouth 


Hoi ford, George, LestwitMeT 
Holland, dr Nat h. Dance, hart. 5 
East Grinstead 
Honywood, William, Kent 
Hood, sir Samuel, K.B. K.M. 

& Brirlport 

Hop6, boil. A., Linlithgowshire 
°Hope, lion. C., Haddingtonshire 
Hope, W. J., Di.nifiios-'hi.e 
Hoi rocks, Sainu**', Treston 
, Howard, Hem v, Gloutesu r city 
Howard, hon Win , Mi'.n* 4 til 
HpCvitk, viscount, Appleby 
Hughi s, Wm. 1.., Y'allmglbid 
Hume, siy Abr., bart., Ilastinga 
, *Humc, Win. Tloare, Wicklow 
Hiy^». Jiiseph, Qie cu borough 
Tlunrin^n Id, lorn’, Dunwich 
Hurst, Robert S'e\mng 
Huskisson, Y’lllitiin, H.>rwich 
Hussciy, \\ lllinm. New ^:lr» , m 
Hutchinson, lion. C H , Cork city 
Jack mid, Jo 1 n, L)i vt r 
Jackson, .»osia.>, Southampton 
J» IF ry, Johr., P<»ole 
J( lev li, J'c* ph, Cilne 
Jdnk:nson r Charles Ho ver 
Jt it^iison, hon. C. C.,>aridw icfi 
.It ph ' ii, Dc mi am, M.thow 
Jcrvisc, J.(’. T Yarmouth, Hants 
lniH'bv, iilimi^l- ^iford 
tloc'-lyn, lrtrd \i count, l.outh 
Jodrcd, Ht nrt , Brnmbt r 
J< hti. s.T* os , Ca.oiiran county 
lohnstone, hon. A./ir.impmind 
Jol^Mstunc. (jfijv. , Hcydon 
Jcllifft . 1| Vltou,- Pc i r-*iic!d 
|r, Jones, Gilbert, Aldborough^ 

York- hue 

Jones, Thomas, Sh ewsbury 
Jones, W.iltci, Colei nine 
Irving, ,'ohn, Braniher 
K< ck,G.A.L., Lcn c ti r county 
KeeiiCjAV.jMonigiimt rylmiough 
Kemp, Thomas, J cues 
Kcnrick, AViliiam, Bleclungly 
Keiisinutnn,lord,l!averlnrd\vnst 
Rnivg, A.r John Hashw-ood, bart.; 

Cldpping Wvcfinbc 
,-Xingstori, John, Lymington 
Knatclihull, sir Edward, bart.; 

Kent 

Knox, honourable George, Dub- 
<- uv.ersity 

Knor", hon. Th« mas, Tyrone 
K^fiaston Pow'dl, .,Shr«psh're 
Laiffg, Malculm, Orkneyshire 
Lamhton, R. J., Durham city 
Lascclles, hon. E., Northallerton 
Latouchc,D.,Cathcrlogh county 
J.^it pc he, J. jun., Lcitrim-hire 
•isatovirlik, Robert, Kildare 
Laurcnc F., Pcr.ci ooL.ugh 
f>ach, John, Sea ford 
Lefevie. Charles Sliavv, Reading 
Leigh, Charles, New Ross 
Leinh, Ja^. Hen., CSrcat Bedwin 
Lcigb, Robert Holt, Wigan 
Lcland, John, Stamford 
Lemon, Charles, pc nryn 
Lemon, John, Truro 
Lemon, sir Wm. hart.; Cornwall 
Leslie, Ch. Powell* ^onagiiau 
LctnbridgCjT.Buck'cr, Somerset 
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Leicester, Hugh, MilbornePort 
Littleton, s v Edward, bart. ; 

Stafibui county 
Lloyd,Jauie-Maitin,Steyning 
Lockhart, sir A. M., Berwick 
Lockhart, .1. J. f Oxfo.d city 
Lockhart Wni.E., SAkiikt-siiir^ 
Loitus, William, Tamworth *■ 
Ian. g, light h a Haslemcre 
Long, Hu hard, Wilts m 
Lon -field, M unti ort, Cork city 
Longman Go rgc, Maidstone 
Lopm, 1 ’i ’VI. M hart., 

Loi ainc ^ud, I crrii ston 
Lov dfii. l’<jy . L. Shatjp tbury 
Low thcr, am WcUmfltlanr 1 


j-owriu-r, Hill w c I 'MonJaunt, C., Warwkk cdlinty 

Low tl er, John C^in Inland ^oigan' C., Monmouth county 

t .11 k('t nil kilt li * 1 ...J .. 


C .n heuno^th 
Luhhock, sir John, hart, j I co- 
in in >ter 

Liiviuimtoii, Stephen,* Yar- 
mouth, \orf‘o'k 
Lint <||, J. F wiles, Mmole ad 
L\ ,<yt,hon. Wih. 13. ,W oiccsU.r 
Co/n.ty 

L\ Mli ti iiJ^jm.WiI iam Henry, 
Woit-cMt. i co- nt y • 

MKtt ooiiaM, .huhes^se\y«a*t!e- 
midcr-Lymc • 

JV?ac<io»i all, \\ m., Renfrewshire 
lWackcnxi *, I*’, a., Poss-shne 
JVL e£eflWl*^PW? , Mornor # 
JMucleorl, R. B. A'.., Cioinarty 
shoe 

IV] IVl'ilmn, John, Aldcburgh 
Maonaghten, Edm. A., Anftim 
Mndoeks, W14. A lev.. Ronton 
Magrns, M. 1 -. 0., I it lye rsball 
Mahon, lion, s., Ixosoiunmoii 
Mahon, lord vise!., Ucndmer 
Mai- land, Kben., Lostwithiel 
Maitland, .lohn, Chippenham 
Manners, lord Charles # JSom., 
Camhi idye county " 
Manners', lord Robert, Lei 
cestcr county 

Manners, Robert, Cambridge 
tow u • * 

Manning, William, Fvcshatn 
Markham, John, Portsmouth • 
Martin, Henry, Kmsalc • 
Martin, Rich., Galway comity 
Mathew*, honourable Moittagu, 
Tipperary 4 

Manic, lion. Wm., FbrfA%irc 
Maxwell, sir J. S. II., Anna* * 
Maxwell, William, Selkirk • 
Maxwell, W jun., Wigtownshire 
May, Edward, Belfast 
Meade, lion. John, JDownshirc 
Mellish, William, Middlesex 
Milbanke.sir Ralph, bstft. jlfGHf 
% - 

Mihlmay, sir JI. P. £, bartt* 
Hampshiie 

Mildmay, H. C. St. John, Win- 
chester 

*°kI» Pembroke county 
Miller, sir Thomas, bart.: 
Portsmouth 

TCr-!!** 5^ las *> Warwick borough 
Mills, William, Coventry 
Milner, Si f William Mordaunt, 
*>art.; York city • 


Milnes,* Robert Pemterton, 
Pontefract 

Milton, lord viset.; Y^yk^hire 
Monckton, honourable Edw urd, 
Stafford borough 
Momon, honourable William, 
9 Lincoln city • 

Montagu, Matt., St. Germans 
Montgomery, hon. Cunyngbam? 
St. IVjichaef 

Montgomery, right lion, .sir 
James, bart. ; Peeblcs-shire 
Moore, Charles, Heyteslniry 
Modn , lord Henry, Orfurt • 
JMoore, Pete , Coventry 1 
Tdordaunt, C., Warwick cdmty 


Morpeth, loid \ iscount, Cuin- 
be.latid » 

Morris, Ldw,Newport, Corn wall 

Morris, Robert, Glouc* st» r city 
Moz e\ #sii Cowell, hart.; Port- 
al Imgfcn • • 

• Mo -ty n, sir Thomas, bart.; 

Flint eou 4 ty • 

^Iun caster, loul, Wesimoiland 
Muiidy, F.. M. f I)ei bv count}' 
Muria^ lord James, Pen Mure 
Mur i ay, John, Wnottou- R.i»et 
Muri ay, sir Patrick, bar'.; 
Edhi burgh city 

Ncedlfi.m, hon. Jran., JVew ry 
Nepe..n, i i_ ht honourable sir 
Rvan, bait.; Rndport 
Neville, huu. RicbuMl, I&ck- 
>• inghffm „ 

New oi k, Jord viscounty Not- 
tingham county 
New buiough, lord* Renumarii 
Newport, r ght hon. sir J., hart.; 

St. Rlawi s, Waterford city 
Nif'ho 1, sir John* kut., Urdu in 
Jf‘el, Gerard Noel, Rutland 
rth, Dudley, Banbury 
Northc},\V.;Newpo#, Cornwall 

Norton, hon. J. C., Guildford 
Nigent, sir Geo., Avle^my 
O’Brien, sir Edu\, baft.; Clare 
^P^ a lla?han, James, Trcgony 
Odell, W m., I.imei ick county 
^ Oglaruler, sir W. hart jBodmvn 
O’Hani, dailies, Sli^p county 
fPNeill, hon. John^Antriin 
Onslow, hon. • T. Cxanley^. 
Guildford 

Ord, William, Morpeth 
Ossulston, lord, Knaiesborougb 
Paget, hon. B., Anglesftyshiie 

Iftget, lor<i, Milborn^ Pork 

Paget, hon. Charles, Carnarvon 
boaough 9 ' 

Polk, sir Laurence, bart. ;DcvVi 
Palk, Walter, Ashburton 
Palmer, John, Bath 9 f 
Palnierstfon^ loTd viset.; New- 
port, Isle of Wight 9 
Parnell, Henry, Queen’s County 
Parry, hive, Horsham • _ 
Patten, Peter, Lancaster 7 
Patteson, John, Norwich 
Peele, sir R., bart. ; T^mworth 
Peirse, Henry, Ncathallyton 
RcJhamJjbon. C. A.? Lincoln- 
shire 


Perceval, honourable Spencer^ 
Northampton bo^augh 
Percy, earl, Northumberland 
P#icy, bon* J., Beeralston 
Petty, Wild Henryk Cfmelford 
^Phili^s.R. M.,|huflbrd borough 
. Phipiis, hon. Edm .• carborouah 

• Piggott, sir Arthur, Arundel 
.ritt, Wm. Morton, Dorsetshire 

Pl« liner, si» *1 kut., Downton 
Plunkett, in. C., Midhurst 
Porlnn, Charles, Enniskillen 
Poe* ,c^#G eorge, Rridgew .iter 
Pole, sir (diaries ^loi ice, 4>art.^ 
PlymouUi m 

PoJe,hoii.W*W.,Quecn’sCoaiity 
Pollingtun, vistt. Jk’ootrfraet* 
Pousoilby, hofi. JFrederick, Kil- 
kenny county* 

Pon son by , In iiuui able Georg^iT 

• ( < rke < ounly • .► - 

PoplWim, sir H^ . M.,Ip«wich 
Pointer, J. D., d >ld iSarum # 

• Por^lie* ter, lord, Crickhide 
Port* r, Geoite, Stoekhridre 
Portu an, Ldw. Perk. , Do.set ■ 
PouJ^tt, hon. W. P.. Yarntiuth 
Pov^er, I*., Watcrfoid county 
Pra< d, William, Thinbuiy 

Pi ice, si; Charles, hart.; I.ondo» 
Pyuc, Ttichard, l^evv Radnor 
Pi unrobe, lo.d viset. , CnOicJL 
Priti'e, hon. F. A., 'I'ipjH-rary • 
•Pulteney, sir J., bait.; Wey- * 
mouth and Melcombe Regis 
P3' m , Francis, Beilford < i ounty 
p ^Aiiiijhon.W.H., I unerickshire 
R :'u Iv- V jpuatl^ n , .W arehanji 
Rainier, Peter, Sandwich 
Ramshottoin/Rich., Windsor 
R and. Re, lord, Minehead 
Rcndleshain, lord, Bossiney 
Richards, Richard, Hell* stone 
Richaidson,Wni., Armaghshua' 
^Riiilcyf,irMatthewWliite,baj:t.; 1 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne # 
Rol^prts, Abr., Worcester city 
Robinson, Johq, PisTicms Castje 
Robinson, hon 'Ffcd^Ripon t 
Rochfoft , G ustavus, Westmeath 
Rom illy, siy *•* knt., Worsham * 
Rose, right hon. G.,Chflstctairch 
Rose, Ge<x Hen., SouthumptorK 
Roy ston, lord v^sc’t.; Reigate 
Ruaseil, lord Wm., ^Tavistock • 
Rutherford, J., Roxburgh-shire 
Rydfrr, hon. Rjehard, T«*erton 
St. A u by n, Sir John,’ HcIsioR'-, 
Salushury^ir R'obe'rb; hart.; 

• Brecon borough 
SavagflyFra/Hys, jDownshirc 
Saddle, vVIbany, QJ;ebamptori 
r S’eott , rigkA hom sir WilliaA, 
Oxford <Jai\ersit^' •* •• 
Scudamore, R. P., Hei*eford city 
Sebn'ghf, sir J.S.^rfPTtfordsliire 
Seymour, lord R.,.Cannarthen 
Sltakcspea re, Arthur, ftichmohi T 
Sharp, Richard, Casile'Rudng • 
syw, James, Loudon 
Shaw, R0b<y-t, Hiihlinci^.* • 
Sheldon, Ralph, WJlton • 

Shelley, Henry, Lewes. * 

Shelley, Tim., New Shoreham 



* v i An Alphabetical List of the House of Commons, 

Sheridan, right hon. Richard Swann, Hcni v, Pcnryfi Wallace, right ho®. ThoffJ#V 

Brinsley ,/dlcliester Sykes, sirM. M., bart.; York Shaftesbury 

Shipley, William, V int Hymondr, T. P., Hereford city Walpole, hon. (?., Dungarvau 

Simeon, John, Reading * Talbot, R. W., Dublimdiire € Walpole, lord. King’s Lynn 

Simp«onf lion John, Wcnlock l ark ton, Banastre, Liverpool Ward, hon. J. W., Wareliam 

Simson, George^ Maidstohe f t Taylor, Charles William, W'ells « .Ward, Roller t, Haslemeie 
Sinclair, sir .f.,burt.; Buteshire • Tayldr, Kd ward,, Canterbury • Wartloll/Uoyd, Okehampton 
Singleton, Mirk, Kye f Taylor, M. A., Ivelches.er • Warrandir, sir George, bait.; 

Smith, George, Wrndovcr - May lor, William, Barnstaple . yf h dburgh 
' Smith, Henry, Caine Tempest, sir il. V., barLj Dur- ! Weddcrburn, sir David, bart.; 

Smith % John, Nottingham town ham city , 4 St. Andrew’s 

Smith, Joshua, Devizes Temple, earl, Bucks r Wojt.y, Win. carl, Gnrtlicrt 

Smith, Som., Leiccstprtyirongh Temnletown, lord, vis«t.; Bury Wadlesley, light hon. A* 
SmitH, Thos.«. Aston, Andover # *Sj‘ Edmunds ' K. B., *-t Miuha<y 

Smjtb) William, Norwich Thepusson, George Woodford^ WoPe^lej, bun. JUvi y, Eye 

Smyth. Willjam, 'Westmeath BarnsViple -TWc^vsh, William, ri*‘ >n;rc 

Srieyd/NathanneJ, Caian Thomas, George, Chidic^.er^ • tiouLcv, : rc> n.y 

Somerset, lor«J,„A. J. H., Mon- Thompson, air T. B. bait.; lio- Westons * CJm. i i ,, Malden 

mouth county * cheater Wharton, .»< hi , Reverie) 

Som<*T?“t, l^d Charles Henry, Thornton, Henry, Southwark Wharton, Uu n., Human* city 

Moiffrumth^borough •* r l hornton, Robert, Colchester J W1 1 . trend. v .., Rc ! hud b> .rough 

Somerset, lord ji. L. H., Glou- Tliormon, SamucJ, Surry ^ Whitmore, J’bos , Br-dci.' , .;n 

jester county *, Thoioton, Iwrfras, Grantham Wickham, right Wn. 

Somerville, sir M., hart ; Mca*h » Thornton, Win., Bridgewater • Calliogton * 

Spencer, lord Francis Almarick, Thyme*, lord George, W«obly Wigrr.m, si- Rohert, hart.; 

Oxford county ') hymn;, i»nl John, Luili ' Wcvtji’dfiwu .r 

Stanhope, Walter S , Caij^Jf* ,f ighc, William, W< kh»w* Wvirain, l!ot ot, Fc—cv 

• Staiiiforth,Ji*hn t King^on-upon- Titchiield, mar<;ui.» ol,Vl’uehs. WiWj* iorcc, m.,Vn.k 

Hull r Tewnsl.rnd, lord John, hnaros- Wiidor, If a n'\ oho, dmiidcl 

Stank y, Lord, Preston bore ugh Will mx.W iitcr,Padnorc><unty 

Stanley /fliosil. a iu aster county Townslu lid, hen. W. 4 ‘Aug., * Wi nuns, Gw on, Great iVla ow 

Stephens, Samuel. Sr. fws Whitchurch c #Wu i m.s, «• sir Mtoiien., oait.; 

Steward, Gah.’I uck., Weymouth Tiaey, li , Tewkesbury (as sa’-von county 

and Melcombo Regis 1 Tivniayue, Jsio. li., Cornwall V. d Ln*', Rola i , ijo c’.scster 

Steward, Richatd Tucker, Wcy- 'i lfMiuion, John, IVm vu V. idouuii. \ , ln.ur., >cw r a.k 

mouth, and Melc'dnlw K* j gi\ U ? tfdivay, Clement , Wells «•* Wh d 1 ti , .sunt non. Wiilmn, 

Stewart, hon. C’liailt Wiliia^^ Tnrtur, sir i hum as, Lart.; TJ.m.n y •» 

. t Londonderry crunt\* ** *, toutliwark , V.'iiuiing«on,sii T. 1’. Droiuvich 

Stewart, hon. Edward XMehaid, T/rn hit-Li sikc, 1 Thomas Drake, Wood, .Mask, (j itton 

Stanraer ’ Aguiondeshain A\ ood,Tliouin , hi cr m county 

Stcwait, sir J., hart.; Donegal Tyrwlntt, Thomas, Plymouth Wyndhnm, hon. C. W., Sus ex 

Stewart, James, 'lyroncshirc Vane, sir Frodcuck Flctdtrr, Wyndhpin, Hen. Penrud.,Wilts 

.Stewart, hon. Mo. Gr.J., Stow- hart.; Winchckca Wyndham, 'I hos., Glamorgan 

• lartry of Kircudbright Vansitiart, George, Bciks. Wynn, Charles W. Williams, 

St^pford, viset., MarlhoVoi.gh f Yausittaity right hon. Nioho- Montgomery county 

Stirling, sir\V., ha-t.; St. lvc*i las, .Old Saium Wynn, Glynn, Westbury 

Strahan, Andrlw. Cathcrlovh \*au^ivui l hon. John, Cardigan Wynn, lien. W. \V, t Midhurst 

Strutt, Joseph H/»hleii., balden horon^h * \\ vnny sir Watkin William, 

^Stuart, lord William, Cardilf Vaughan, c ir It. W , Mcfjoncth bart.; Denhignsliire 

Stuart -Wortley, J. A., l?os.*>mey Vtn kcr, L’iias., Limerick city Yarmouth, carl of, I.isburne 

^turges-BLiurne, Vpi., Chiist- \'ernoii, G. (i. \ l.ilchiieid Yoikh, right honour bieCharlcs* 

.cliurch' Villior', v?ht honourable J. C., Cambridge county 

. 5Himnej\ ft. H., Surify Q^cci ih< Hough Yorkfc, sir J. S., bt. Germane 

SutUm, C. Mi, , Scarborough t v sc, Jtichardf Beverley f, # 


CQBBET1 *9 



COBBfcTT'S 


Parliamentary .Dentes, 

Duiing the first * *6g£ion *of the, Thud Parlfefoent of United 
Kingdom of GraiBiitaiu an^ Iieland, Arid of the .Kingdom of 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

• • 

Thins day, March 5, 1907* # 

[Minute**] A ^on'iidft'ible croud as- 
■WfRbltd t|iis evening, fh\the nemics lead- 
ing to the galliry, in e\pc<Ut!on of heal- 
ing the di scutum and iuithu# examination 
of w the M eMnlmstci ejection 

pet tn i , but owing to i l ill >t md - j tall of 
the house t king pi ice, the doois were not 
opened till hotf piit six «On admission 
ol stungeri iqjo the gillcn, we found tfie 
louse engaged in Kanvci" fjpn relative to 
st mi nregul liitu* that h id occ i committed, 
ot act ideal t oic-isioncd b} p i »ons forcibly 
entering tluough (he bud) vl the house, by 
whuh some number? weic like^to be m- 
j'ucd Mr \oikedcdiud tint incase of anv 
lwpOtition of such a proceeding, he should 
thuik it his duty to enforce the standing or- 
1 dtr ior the exclusion stixfcgeis Mr Pel- 
I lowes compl uned in stbng toims bj the 
ciowd in the lobbv, through which he had 
passed with much difbrSlty, wfci it the risk I 
ot hating lijs arm broken Mr Bulnftl! 
observed, that ha b a number of stian- I 

gers foiee their w ot the resistance 

made bj the ofheets or*the house The 
Speaker declared »t to lx, the duty of the 
serjeant when he found that the *a venues to 
the house weie crowded with strangeib,*t© 
pi oude ptoper persoiib toclear thorn, and 

appealed at 
# 4 ist of the com* 
rmttee, ballotted to take into consideiation 
the petition complaining of an Undue return 
tor the borough of Guildford 1 he follow- 
"ng are the names of the said committee 
;^u? J. Callander, ff Eveiett, esq , H Brown- 
■fjw, esq , R Dawson, esq , H. Peirse esq. 


*f Thistlethwaite, eft , W 3\fettish, estf., 
loid Lovmue, W Lonus, esq , A Hender- j 
son, esq , lord Paget, W J Denison, esq.,, 

C Vuiker, esq , hfnannees, hon A WeT- 
lesJey, H p Comb<^ esq — On themotioa 
of lord How ick, there were ordered to bo 
laid befmt the hou&e, ^accounts <diewyng the 
time ofrswvue in his majesty’s navy, of 
I hoiuas Weathei head and William ptakej • 
til :»o, accounts shewing the pensions paid to 
\V Drake &om the chest at Greenwich, the 
occasion# ofi 'WOii.h the said pensions ytere 
granted, &c — On tbex»ptioffof*lord How-, 
ick, the hotftewaj. ordered to Jbe called over 
onTtcsday, when the noble lord declared, 
tjiat unless a sufficient excuse should be made 
by the defaulters, he should move, that the . 
course ot piooaediog adopted in 1793, oP 
takiftg them into«custody, should be enfjbte- * 
ed • * 

• (Hoijf*? CvTuoijcf Aasr r a^Nav^ 
S^kvicl B/T.l ] Lord Uou n >\<Jse in pur^m 
huance of the notice fie had gnen some; 
r Ume ago, but which I id b*£h sdsp^Sded m 
co nSPbuence of an alter lion whuh it* had 
been ae^mei* advisable to # maJ|p m tSe«^r- 
langemcnt of the «nea«ure, to move for* 
leave to bring m a biy foi securing to alllus 
majestv s hege subjects the privilege of 1 
ving^in the arjny or navy, imon their faking 
an Odth presen bed by aertif psrthutieftt ; 

, and tor lea v mg to them,%$ fai^p cbnvemcnce 
woultf RdmiV, tSp face Aerpsejrf aheir rc^ 
spcctave*religions Be 8Qoyjd*haye*lufped 
that such $ proposition was not* likely 16 
meet wqfi much opposition. ahoq)4 
have imagined that to state it to be a desj- 
tabre object ^all gOverments to unifb everj?* 
d^scrjpuon dt perapns living qbder* them m 
thto cnva defence/ was 4o 9 aute a 


m 
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wlfeihvfrocdd admit .of do dispute. If ar\y 
1 addftwna) weight could be given to the 
ftltrigth qf this position, it would be given 
Ijr considering it as applicable to the* pre- 
terit Was*ft prudent ; wa# it politic, 
when We«Wece contending with such a pow- 
erful enemjv to prevent a forge portion of 
tue population of the countiry firqxn contri- 
buting to the cptamoiv defend As, not- 
’ withstanding his hopes, the affirmative of 
tbii question seemed to be held by so 
bon. members, he gjould trouble the house 
With an qiplanaCion of the groftnds, on 
whtoh the bill which he had the Anwar to 
te, mm rounded* In doing this 
[ avoid m much as possible ente 
be question of lift general expediency 
r of •at&'lajm as those: which his proposed 
measure' wait to annul. It was not to be* 
disputed that x.'very government had a right 
- to impose thbse due rent taints which wefc 
necessary for its security j but tbat necessity 
'must he strong and apparent. This was a 
principle true and incoptytovertible. Against 
what had the exclusion^ which it was the 
object of his bill *° remove, been in gene- 
sal directed^? Not against religious opinions 
themselves, but agaidst religious opinions 

* as supposed to be connected with some po- 
litical principles of attachment, which yvere 
inconsistent with the existing or jofof tilings. 
On this ground and on this grdbnd algne, had 
the^p'rinciplc o^exclpftion been supported jn 
'litter timefe On this sole grounded it been 
supported by a writer, whose name it was im- 
possible to mention without paying him tba( 
jhribute of applause which was his due, he 

* meant the late Dr. Faley, a man not more 
•gimable /bribe exdfellencq of his life fhan 
jbr the simplicity and logical precision of his 
works. If ‘it were notf necessary* fU state 
# that thl conndxibff which formerly existed 
between the religioif and the politics of the 
tatliolidlhof^theH/nited Empire had ceased, 
flnefthat therefore those restrictions Which 
were applicable drily to their 'politics, 2nd. 
jjpf to their ffchgkm, Were rendered unne- 
cessary , he should feel no difficulty in ma- 

, k,mg shat statement, afffl in maintaining it 
by unanswerable arguments. If thif were 
preposition oooetsarOJr follow- 
ed, diat atlhemreseat season of difficulty 
apddangc^ when if wq| deriralfla to •unite 
afceqr tieaVt and *mred in tie causey of the 
coumry« it wssKhdst unwise tw exclude from 
that unlsrisso large aporrioo of thft neopleas 
the catbqhcf of Great 'Britain and Iraandj «- 
•rsaountiig in number tOWmrljs^fbrifth rifthe 

* wholepapnlatiori ofthekingdom^end 1$ pro* 

• i. •• . . t ^ 


vent them from sharing inthedangerand gl<5ry 
of their country men. The fact was, thatat|hat 


very moment a i 
diers and sailors (par 


rtion of our sol- 
rly of the latter) 


were catholics, and was it fitting that par- 
liament should not allow that by right which 
was already, bjs connivance ? By 

the law which passed in the parliament of 
Ireland in I7<^:dfte catholics were allowed 
to bold Comnrfss&ns in the army, and to 
enjoy those privileges in Ireland, which it 
was fhe Object of .me bill that he meant to 
propose ' to 1 communicate generally to the 
catholics oft this country. The bill would 
go t<i admit ggponrof every religions per- 
suasion, to^erve in im army and navy with- 
out any condition, but that of taking an oath 
particularized in the bill. Of course, if 
this indulgence was granted to catholics, it 
JiWas # \mnecessSry to state that there could 
be no objection to grant it to any # otlier 
sgt of dissenters from the established church, 
unless some danger could be shown which 
he did not at prc&nt se^ The provisions 
of thb bill would tfidirefore extend to pef- 
sons of all religious persuasions. What 
had particularly drawn the attention of his 
majesty’s government to tfais s eft, the 

strange pnomaly which existed in conse- 
quence of the act passed in beland in 179 $* 
by which tljq roman catholics in that country 
were enabled to hold commissions in the ai- 
my, and to attain to*any rank except that of 
commander in chief of the foices, master 
general of the ordnance, or general on the 
staff. Thfy might rise to be generals, but 
they weie hot permitted to be general* on 
the staff. 'Hie effect of this permission *o 
granted to the catholics in Ireland, was a 
most striking incongruity ; for if a catholic, 
who was by lauri qualified to serve in the 
army of Ireland, should be brought to this 
country by anv Ci rcu instances which deman- 
ded the presence in A) is couutry of the re- 
giment in which hq served, he would be 
disqualified by ]pw frw/ remaining in the 
service, and wou)£ JsKe 5hly this alternative, 
either to continues in 'the service contrary 
to the law, and thus subject himself to 
the penaltjps and forfeitures consequent 
tbdfeon, or to relinquish a profession m 
‘whidi he had ris^i to the rank which 
he might holdb'ettfei* by the sacrifice v ot 
his fortune, ort jnore spi boabiy ‘i>J n * 'suc- 
cession of meritorious services, such as 
pfoved^hlnii qualified to defend the pros* 
parity and assert the honour of the coantiy. # 
So nbsurd an inconvenience must be reme- 
died. M was; felt be an iacooveui ene* 
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when Great Britain and Ireland were sepa- 
rata nations, and had separate parliaments $ 
and when the act of 1793 was proposed in 
the Irish parliament,* it was declined that r 
similar pi oposidbn^shocdd be made in tw» 
riionths in the parliament of jGreat Britain 
This was distinctly p it w ny d^ lftrd Cfcntd 
in the house of peers, adfr lord Bucking^ 
hamshire In- the htouseyoe^mmonfff^#^! 
tinctly stataO;i‘that it wacBtllb intention 01 
bis majesty’s gdvemment.ywitfi all convent 
eat dapatch, to propose ^Similar bill iodhc 
British parliament 1 he m0fcfUj^6hicfi he 
was about to submit*td»die judgtrant of thk 
house was calculated Ae the ineyive 
xuence, and t to refeon&fe the iflCffigruity 
complained of, add at the same. time to 
maintain thd faith of the British government, 
by redeeming the pledge to wjuch be had 
alluded. The beneficial effects of the ttfsfe*] 
act wgre immediately felt* and bad since 
been still more apparent while not thp 
slightest inconvenience had resulted from it. 
The shores of Egypt and Ac plains of Cala 


ia were decisive proofs V>f the advantages 
which we had derived from that act, as they 
were also dec isive pitoofs of the valour todfpa- 
triotist83ffh&Bl! tstinguisbedlfteroef. Who, by 
their gallant exertions, had deservec^and ob- 
tained the eternal gratitude of their country. 
After such a lapse of time* since* jtbe passing 
of the Irish act (tiwj causes of which delay 
lie would not then stay to examine, as lie fear- 
ed they could not be satisfactorily explained,) 
it was his intention to*propose to grant to the 
catholics, and other dissenlersof Graft Britain, 
those privileges which* while were an 
indulgence to them, would be a source of 
benefit to the country. As far as it was pos- 
sible to collect the opinions of the house' or 
the general feelings of the* public on this 
subject, there seemed to Se no objection to 
the measure, as a necesfuy tcauequence of 


the pledge given at that# period The only 
objection started apjrared {p be by those 
who thought that toe $qp6$ed measure, by 
going farther thqp tlie act^f 1 793, establish- 
ed a new * principle of concession which 
ought not to be acceded to. It *ould now 
therefore be necessary for him to state ^in 
what the two measures dffigred. The first dif* 

. th at th e p rfesiedbieasore went to*| 
_ DnsoTWMy religion to serve in 

the navy as well as in the army. When 
the Irish act was passed, it was distinctly 
gated, that in the bill to be submitted to 
the British parliament leave to serve, in the 
«pp 7 would be included, and the only rea- 


son why it was' not included r tt the Irish act 
was, that Ireland had no navy. If wejfe 
"ight to allow catholics to sprvebhtbe army, 
herescoald be no possible objection to allow 
diem to Serve* \p the other bmum Of our 
warlike establishments to immedHtdly con- 
nected wi^h tjfb.^prosperity of? the country^ 
The- difference ib the extent of tho f privHe^ 
get granted by me two measures was this t 
the Irish act. while Admitted catholics to 
hold commissions m the army, did se wider 
certain restrictions, bjbtifcich, as he had 
before-mentioned, they wCfo prevented horn 



becarainj 
masters 
r&Jsoh 
intended to be 
stance, because 


jef of tte forces, 
lance, or jgen^ 
>reftf»ctton was 
in thtf’^iresent in-, 
not 


r bdUev^keBR 
such a restriction was founded opmmp good 
principles 1 for if an£ dangei*fattended the 
admission of cathohA into the brmy, it whs 
the dutn of the legislature not to restrain, 
but wholly to exdude them. The. same* 
principle which uffineed his majesty’s ^ni- 
niiters to propose She -adoption of a si- 
milar law for the two countries "induced 
them to propose the abolition pf a 
similar -law for the two countries, induced 
them to propose tho* abolition of restrictions , 
—consistency; fbr there could be nothing 
more incongruous than the consequences of 
these restrictions, which might be attended 
w^h considerable nicogvpfciepce, to the fer-^ 
vice. A catholic might, by the Irish act/ 
rise through the regular gradations, and be* 
jome a field officer : he might become a ma- 
jor, a lieutenant- colonel, a colonel ; m this 
last capacity, he might have the command * 
of a*corps equal ip number to that # frequent* 41 
ly under the orders of officers of superior 
rank ;. *be might shew himself eminently 
qualified fora situation of gfeates trftst ; he* 
might diet i aguish himself to such a degree. 


the act of 1793, and as a rSdemptioB of Pas to be called upon by the vewee of file arm/ 


and She people to fill that situation , bat It 
wodld be*Impossible to create him a major- 
general 1 This ws%a great difeouragement 
to the catholic officer j it was a greater dis- 
advantage tq the couritry, which# by each jk , 
restriction, had lost the extended services of 
many a btyvafand skilful tun* 
restrictions form aoy^ecuriqrlgainst 'dan- 
gcT, if danger eopl^ be* supftn^ \o exist. 
And aft^r all, ir must beHfoosidered , jthat 
the proposed tneaaure onQr wnableclhvl ma- 
jesty to appoint such persons to situations of 
high importance. Their appointment must 
depend updn^he executive government, wInk 
of coarse wcmld 4gotd any dangerous ‘*r ' 



jQPtf&r ^»e of: tbeit 'authority. * In addition insurrection and rebellion.—' The noble mrcj 
t<v4feadvantage of! Enabling tlie country Ip concluded with moving, <e That leavf be 
ffVattitself of the whole extfeiu of its pL>pu-‘ given to bring in a bill for enabling his ma- 
latjon, without* any of those resections jesty to avail himself of the services of' all 
/which operated*%herely^o kee]>up a spirit his liege subjects in his naval and military 
dfif. discontent, and to damp * that ardour forces, in the manner therein mentioned.** 
which other wise be fto«succei^s fully .di- Mr. Bercefi aL jih hooch he would not at 

pec ted to Jthe public serviee, the proposed present entfcr ijRSatiy debate on the propos- 
al ensure, in addition to t^esA things, pro- ed hill, yet, principle of it was one 

. yided for all wWb should enter his majesty's" which he tVJtJfcjr? bounden duty to oppose, 
jtervipe the free and unrestrained exercise of he thought itwiwr, even in the first instance, 
their religion, as*far as it did not nilerfeie to appri.« the u^lc lord ot the n^jyre of 
’ Vith’fbeir railitaayStUies. Pertyi^s it would, his objections^ affd to call the serious atton- 
,be said*tffat thi$ -might be aicomplisljed in t ion of tlr^fTouse, ^md of the public, to one 
another way, giving direction#o tfaat ef- of the most infpoJfinfc*aml most dangerous 
feet f bat te was apprehensive that this could me&ftC3%4hat had l*sen submitted to the 
only be pawialf^ don£y besides, the insecu- judgment of the legislature. *It was nut so 
^tvgnd instability of such a mode of pro-' much to the individual measure winch he 
t&edSi^^ould deter catholics entering into objected,, but to tl^s system of which it 
the army/^^d wouldffdrnish to those who ,> formed a pafr, which was growing day after 
. might be dtfhirons of Jsreveming them, s»f- daf, and ihreatcn'ng to expand into the 
ficient means of persuasion? Let them have most alarming rftagnimde. If it was* dcsir- 
. full security in the shape of a clause in able t(> preserve any thing of om? ancient and 
sm act of parliament; • let them have the vcneranlc establishments it could only be ef- 
6anclion of the ^gfsHhire and all doubt feeffcd by making *ftarfS against every flHr* x 
would *be removed. If theft? w r as any attempt at innovation. To what did the 
possible utility in this provision, &hen propc^ed measure tend? ’With any degree of 
it w!lsftori*idered that* itfcoukl be attended consistency , its supporters »m m stop 
with no possible incomrenicnce orNdanger, short of abolishing all the tests which the 
: be trusted that it would rrwet with no^bjec- wisdorn of our ancestors had thought it no- 
tion. JHe had thus stated briefly the objects cessyy t;o ipterp^se in defence of our reli- 
ef the .propped bill. Briefly, because he giousestalJlishnient. The proposed measure 
. was?not aware that in this stage th? measure vi’ 2 s a partial j-epeal of flie test act, founded 

• would occasiOTi rfldfch •debate^ He cofild, on arguments which went to the repeal of 
indeed, hardly persuade himself that any se- that act. It was his firm c onviction, that 

, rious objection to it could exist in the minds if the legislature wished to. preserve Ireland 
of the house or of the public; with regafd to this c&utry, if thAy wished to keep the 
,$o the latter part of it, the whole extent of; two islandTOnited, *Ui ey would maintain the 
the provision was-, to prevent dissenteryfrom f protestant interest in Ireland, under which 
# 8eing interrupted in, the* exercise of their J toleration was permitted, and notftun the 
own reUgidh, and compelled to a, tp- risk of sacrificing tljpt interest to another, 
<ltgiori# 'rrecpnetteable to their faith. This whic(^ when in power, had not permitted 

• was the whole extent : it hekL out no An- toleration, and which, if it regained power, 
» 4 .oura< 4 friK;nt rg them ; it established no in* might revea^o its former practice, as it de- 
stitution for their support or increase^ The . dared that its principles were unchangeable. 
Abolition of restrictions in uoiiit of Tank i It was the mom necog^ry to pause on this 

• would place4>efore the sons of the gentry of j subject, as it ffad hpulhougbt wise and li- 

Ireland, those fair objects of ambition, it beral to provide yfe means of support for a 
woq}d open to them’ that career of glory, the priesthood to instinct three millions of peo-- 
;furauit bf which was synonimbus vsith the pie in the^catholic religion, and thus per- 
■gdy& hcfem eut fiLthe best interests ef the petually to combat the progress of protes- 
elapire. V 0B Jhe commonalty of Ireland the tantisiy. From the arguments iliat were 
feeaSure tnxM lia^ a pojiferM effect, by advanced at th^lfesAjt day, a man might 
Affording If *akftQ()t ch#cCTtS the increasing almost be led tp " 

■u^fef^b^idauUpepulation ofc that* county, w*as considered* as gobd as the otKK^/ ^ 
as it vgQyid in duc^ y umbers to eater info the that the reformation was deemed only a con- 
fer vice of his majesty^ evun of Aose who venient and political measure. He far 

Afy their Own discontegW, and by the artifi- from ascribing indifference on this point Pa 
ces of Others, had so ialdy b&sx drged into the noble lord, who, he was sure, gave the 
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preference where it was justly due; but the pored to be as well acquainted with the Jaws 
noble lord had said, that it approarbed Wo a ( of Ireland as with the laws of Great 
spirit of persecution for parliament to hen- “paw* ever v ye^r a mutiny bill, wbfch enabled 
tate in appropi laimg the funds of flu < minfry th- kite* to require the services of every man 
to the support of those who pleached a doc- \u his army in an^jart offBis dominion* to 4 
trine subversive of the religiom>f therouutiy. which he might thrqjc* proper** trf sujn^ 
He might be wrong ; iNqmjat l^e policy go monhins: and yras it to be ^iffpoved tbtt 
to dispose of the national iwinuc i it might he wns msecurc*in $mng that^the refusal^ 
be called foi by the true ^mftcpliahtened spi- # do which* w$qtf subject him * to be shfetf 
nt of Christian tolcratiMi n. He * eevtamly And after all* if any >n conveniences acta*- ’ 
did not think it was. hip IffUl as great a ally did ocufr, the annual indemnity tttt 
rega^for true toleratioqlws any fhan would completely cover^the rase. Tl^awat* 

would navei restrain the fgge jmStrcise of therefore^ wot a substantive grievance, and to 
religious worship in A aa^»iudivi(4ul ; for he g»oundthe iffupored meagre rm was a 
could not conceiyqJtortwnt%*i m could com - i ner«*pi elbnce. There were jultfcrior cmtfjSs 
mita greater orimAB^ffi^t anoiHhrtiffn by (oi its being broughtfijalaaj* Wh&fc Wta 
such an mtefacrenfe Isut liow ever strongly they 7 It wa* pi opo$ETto oo tvfaythe 
he ought feci this sentiment, the application strictions hy which catholics were # \ j»fe<ti 4 
ot it to any particulaemeasuie' was a very ted from boldfcig superior oomSmwis ut 
different consideration The noble lor^>rt% tjie army, and thi| on arguments which 
posed to open the army and iwvy to persons would affect equally* every sttffntidn in Mbe 
of all religions, and he hounded this proRp- country* ciul as wdll as military. It cer- 
sitionon tl^ lush act of 1793? and on the mn'y via* * great discouragement in any 
incongruity whu h this ^ct produced. <TV> pi ofessiomthat tbe'^gpfessor? could not derive 
^tSis he could not Bnn£ ^miself to consent, at the highest distinctions. In his own pro- 
without a ninth stiongew case than that fejsion it must be great ducourugetnerit toa 
whi ch was made out by thgysoble lard If catholic lawyer, to know that ljp could hot 
the gl If rtd I’Mwfciih had bfeen stattcTby the be m^le a judge Sr a chancellor. # (hear t) 
noble loul ever existed in po&ibijiiy, they He raw that soro* of lire gentlemen .oppov 
had at least never been oxpei iented in prac- sitetoere prepared to go the utmost extent, 
ticc There w as not an» instate of*a sin- ana to say, that in every profession and 
gle tudividu^y having h t n injured or prpsc- every ^employment there ought to be no # 
cuted in consequc uce- ol ^euir Besides, distinction between the ythplie add. tto # 
these grievances, if thne were any, hull proteS^i.tf Did those gentlmien perceivo 
ox i steel not only since the union of Gie. t thut. their leosoning extended even to the 
Britain am’ in 1 ind, but smee the union of ; | «»vxe*s on to thcciown? He had throwir out 
England and Scotland; fojri^ic was io these obsenali >r>s to provoke llirs exprettloii 
difference bet wet n th' ipconveiFenrv lusnin- of sentiment fiom the gentlemen opposite^ 
ed by the catholic ot Ireland, oi* emei »ng his an*i to shew th# they thought th$ road to^h** 8 
majesty’* service, and the inconven’e^ice highest honours in the state sly all be open- 
sustained by the prejpyteifan of Sr otl id on *od to, JJPrsoqs of evflsiy description, without 
doing the same. Thu j?!t*d>ytcrian Vtf Scot- *hy disqualification' whatever.# 1\iking # |t 
land was sacrificed as mu< h as the catholic on this ground, tlnf question would be* 
of Ireland; but had there b$Ph an) cUsposi? come narrowed ; it would mot* bc^'whethfc 
tioaevinced on the p^tot the preibjtertan yd® would allow catholic officers stiffener 
of Scotland towitW^ddh^ services? But,, rfnk, ^whether yotx Nvould allow .those .* 
setting this aside, 1iAl^pi$d the proposition .arguments to be«well fonn&ed by which 
of the noble lord in poiet of law ; he denied that proposition was maintained, whether you 
that a catholic, who obtained a commission would trUnqinllize^Irehmd. by feeding^ iff 
in Ireland, was liable to anyapenaltiel* if \nfeflable ttgpetite with the hope p£ getting 
culled over to exercisejm military dutHa in all # tbst # jit demanded. *If this/ssas* be, 
Great Britain. If this was not so, wei the ikdidy of this tfeuntiy, tfcere was but 
sho uld have aj^ act <vhrbh •compelled a man « v^j|Jegi to bejmsned tada 

• to ’ duty, and which yet everything; 4o Ire- 

did not protect him in the execution of that tend to the tdthobes j thst weto 

duty which it compelled him to perfoAn ; done^ Hide progress would be in ttekn- 

• guc n an act was not to be found in the qodti Ireland. Partially to redress 

of British and Irish jurisprudence. Did not affbes, would oiflyhave the effect pf 

united parHament, which* most bd'sup- thoft that* tvAitisd more seyerety 
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at least more loudly complained of. Wfyy, 
thetMfche question was simply this, Whether 
the legislature would give up the protestant 
ascendancy in Ireland, or whethef they 
' would make a srand, and say, 4< We have 
already d3oe every ^ng that toleration re- 
quires and* mat the cathdHci have a right 
fb demand r\ Undoubtedly such a declara- 
tion Would He . the dictate W* sound policy 
end discretion. * In one of his statements 
the npble lord had palpably contradicted him- 
self j Jor, in the ti^t place, he endeavoured 
to make t^ e h carte believe, that 4 he army 
*ftd juwy were crowded with^catholics, and 
then he •recommended that tlfey should 
lma free admisften. With respect to the 
sitioiWbr tne frw'exercise of religion, 
drt necessary 5 for if it were thought 
proper/fe^majesty might Introduce such e 
regulation itrthe artielps of war. But if jt 
Were to be tftadd the subject of a legislative 
provision, the utmost dbnfusion must ensue.' 
•One soldier would go to a methodises cha- 
prff another to a prcittftemn conventicle, 
a third to a roman catholic church ; in short 
to every*place of warship but a* protestant 
one; Jor it wA curious enough, that tlifere 
was to* be* no legislative provision dor the 
t protectants to go to the church of England. 
But, if all this confusion drould take tolace 
in the army, what must happen in the navy? 
The noble lord had declared that h<^ appre- 
hended sfo ioccqpveijyenc^ from this unpre- 
cedented toleration in the navy. %No incon- 
venience! Suppose the captain and crew of 
a Y mon of war were roman catholics, thej^ 
must have a roman catholic clergyman — (A 
'osf of jnoi ho!) — Why, as a captain of a 
bfngn of war had a right to appoint his chap* 
lain, if he* ujpre a roman catholic, he would 
scarcely appoint a proteb&ntclergynftft* Per* 
hips it^waa intended that this should bp 
determined by the admiralty board. But 
ft woukfhe diffioult for that board accurately 
ta ascertain the proportion in a crew^be* 
tween- the catholic#and the protastaflts. Hus,| 
too *he would maintain* that, ip fase of 
any invasion of Ireland by a French force, 
,the commander of v^ich shoqld issue a 
proclamation in supjfert of the roman 
lie rclifgfek^ that- invasion jvoultl p6t so 
vigourously £eptdled \p a roman catholic capW 


gradually Increasing ; and was much riwt 
formidable, thus stealing on by degrees, 
than if it were fairly exposed in all the 
magnitude td which it seemed intended 
that it shenld arrive. In that case, the no* 
lice of parliament would be strongly attrac- 
t wfiuld take it up in an 
view; it would determine 
and he trusted wisely, 
of a storm he should uot 
bout ; but these gradual 
ngerous, because each 


Lfed to iffe sgbja 
^extensive poin" 
upon it oelibr* 
The^onsequi 
be apprehend 
approaches wei 



by itseHbuas pot deemed worthy* of notice. 
It shoulc^e countered, however, that 
evetiif they wfte themselves, their 



aion of sfceJbouse and of the coufttry ; but 
be*was not so'anxions to call their mention 
At the particular measure* txm firdposed* a* 
**<tbe principle of tuaov^ten*which. was 


etj if th e y Were ■t|jeS<i,lhemBelve6, tl leir 
conseqffeSleg wer£yao£ so. % for his own 
part, he was satisfied that if parliament al- 
lowed their accumulation, it would ulti- 
mately have that extorted from its weakness, 
its wisdom would be desirous to 
withhold. * , 

• Lord Temple said, that he considered it a 
misfortune 16 have heard th^peech that 
had been delivered bg tip hon. and learned , 
gent, who had ju$f sat down : he could not 
help saying, thaUt appeared to him to savour 
much Of opimjfes long sinccobsoletj^ and 
to brelthe a k nd of spirif fill#!- for ft? dar- 
ker ages* than for the liberal and enlightened 
times in which we at present lived. Was it 
necessary a^this time of day to go into for- 
mal proof of the impolicy, the madness of 
intolerance ? Was it necessary now to prove, 
that it ever defeated its own end, and con- 
tributed to establish what it had conspired to 
overthrow ? He hoped that it was not, 
and yet trf^pgfch o£ me hon. and learned 
gent. woulcHead the house to suppose, that 
that gentleman himself entertained doubts of 
a truth, he might say, universally assented 
to, and ConfirmeS by tie successive experi- 
ence tff ages. He would ask the hon. 
and learned gent. if # it were wise, just or 
{“politic, to Claude the brave fellows who 
n&de up a considerable portion of our 
navy and arm>\ froj«’£>e advantages and 
the glory of the serp<£, when they shared in 
all its dangers ? If jva* not usual in so early 
a stage or a bill to go into all its ifierits, and ‘ 
he should mot now do so ; he could not 
however abstain from entering his solemn 
protest against thgjcyival of aU those intolew 
rant bigotries, Which hid injril time ^am 
productive of tb* mosrisriscnlevoiS^^Btects^ 
The hon. and learned gent, had insinuated 
gldomy predictions in case of the enemy 
affecting a landing in Ireland. Upon what* 
were these .apprehensions founded, hat the 
evil* -which the proposed bill. purposed «e 
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remove ; by removing thq^yil, the discon- sioo. An to the roman catbplics'of this con- 
tent |o much dreaded by the learned grnt try* they ba^, undergone the 
would no longer exist. It had been saidtoo, furies, and most be consuieied ut» tj,oou ^nd 
that if so much was given to the catholics loyal objects He saw no necc«M ty tor 
they would require all ; they would pot stop introducing#* he present bdl^and pa *i£idarly 
here, nor be satisfied till the established that clause which went^to auttioiCge %to all 
church of Ireland was a aoipatf catholic one. persons ip the army and navyfi pot of the 
But to this argument^he consnerea it a suffi- ^communion of the church of England,' th# 
dent answer to say. that alj Vwt was aske^ e free exercise • of their religions worship y 
In the present instance #|s a, boon of fa for be had never heard any pfacticPl difficul* • 
limited extent ; and that vjfi Only in case ty stated, or* any real ground of compjpint 
of mombeing asked, or »Pg attempted to respecting catholic officers • and men being 
be granted that the hon. SndTearoejj} genfs. prohibited/rpm attending divine worship* in 
argument would have ^effect. jrln short, their own way $ and he .had p&FSp&ally 
the whole question rqKjjcedutself to this, knowq»sotiK catholic officers in tjjp army* 
whetlier the e*aet ^Sjpnow adfg^Vas who had maSe no diflteijflhcfr g«mg Vitli 
such as, if gitmted,/could render the catbo- their division to churcif. vPnea ffie Refor- 
lics, either in this country or Ireland, the ination first took place the catholics 
objects of jealousy or .distrust ) In vain no objection to attend the worshiojjfcfiConly , 
would it be to expect allegiance^frora those, *jhe sacrameuts of tbe*chuich#s*rEngland y 
who were, at the same time, told, that tnfcy fof although the proles Unt church expunged 
were unfit to enjoy the Benefits of that and rejected whaf it considered as erroneous, 
allegiance; \>r to look for attachment* stilL it retained a part of the formularies*, 
from those, who were ndP to receive any made use of in the^hurch of Rome;4up 
nfftpjport from the gdteftiment of the c£un- therefore saw no serious ^grievance existing • 
try. \ which reqjufred to be remedied by *au act 

Mr. Yorkc approved of tfla principle of of parliament ; and he reallyViought it was 
the Ulfrprffftvjawir as applied^ the roman rogch better policy hot to attempt^) fbfhedy 
catEolics of England; but it was a distinct the grievance in this way, which ought not to 

J uestiou how far it should apply to Ireland, be resorted to without a cause of strong ne~ 
le did not think it fair that the^jomai* ca- cecity, 
t holies in Ireland should have any advantage Mr. Nfyntanue declared, that he consider*- 

over those in any other parts o£ the empire, ed whatever related to the protesta.pt religion, 
His hon. and learned friend's speech did not as distinguished from the roman catholic, tp * 
appear to him to have deserved the severe be of serious importance to* this country, 
animadversion to which it had been sub- and that the preservation of the proteatant 
jected by the noble lftrd w hg fa/ 1 spoken establishment was essentially requisite to \ 
last Ine noble lord had olJjScRd to, that maintain the /peace both of this country and*. * 
speech as more worthy of the darker Ireland. Upon t£e subject of religion, thp *» 
ages. No one who knew tbc great talents house had two principles to look to j the*, 
and enlightened mind pf hi/hon. and learn- first w^oNthat of toleration, witfioqf which'* 
ed friend could suppose that any speech of uotliiog could go on well in a qoqntiy*; an<f| 
his could deserve such*a description. "The next to this was the security of the establish- .« 
sentiments his hon. and "leamad^friend had cnenjt. He was afraid, from 4 be .arguments * ' 
uttered, were those of 1(368, and lie wished which* had been adduced bv the noble* Jtrd ’ 
to know if the nobleVlqoL thought the times whef had iflUpduced this Measure, that si- 
that placed the hoffselbf Hanover on the milar inAovations wqpld bepresfbd upon the* 
throne of these realms weqp the darker ages, house, and would at last proceed so far as 
He agreed entirely with As hon* and learn- to rentier impossible for parliament to . 
ed friend as to the necessity of putting at maiotafei the tests which experience baol 
length some limits* to those daily innovations proved to 4$c sb useful* The. same. jg * 
on the church pf, England establishment, arguments would go to«*pdmi^ air, aisscrijtdrs « 
He did not wish to #ewvd*iJnple?8aot re- into alkoffia* aadplaces of pu^lig appqyjt- 
«&’ the saipe time, , as it ment^e^en thujgfwnich a large majority a{ 
was impossible to forge* the spiritrof insuiyep- that house* faemerly ,* and* which the riSfioa > 
tion which prevailed amongst the ,M4l at large ha<* considered nr dangerqfraeto th» 
catholics in the year J798, so it not religious establishment of the country. Thai 

be wondered .fit, if fee lings, of considerable. copstUatioir «f ^thit country and’ a churchy \ 
jealousy woroe^te^on the. jirwent ©cea- establishment^wDr^so intqrwovea ’ 

* 4 * # a * * e • 




til 


4 ope 'not 'be affected 
, withfg^adangeri I he , otherjk. He, there- 

forlme/ would cbn«em to toleration so 



had iread^fbne far enough. 


/ ft ' ^ ; 


\iot to be found as furious 'polemics Jif the 
mob, as -among those who had jjfaduiued ? 
As to any obstruction given to the roniajr 
catholics in" the excise of their \eligiob, 
be did hetlbcdievelt. He. asked pf'genlle- 
rhen on thefo\Jier side, if they knew* a sin- 
lb jn$$nge ^Usut‘h Gbsiruction ? |Here 


tfiit further innovation Would be ] Sir John Newport distinctly answered ih the 

■ L, y -r.. t. t—u* . l... u'! 


, for what w& the argument ofi 

pohie 4 ord t It was an argi v t founded 
,%4i«the anomaly bebwfceVlhe two triiV 
jgionV, Tliis^rgurpent piroved too much; for 
v |f Wats hi|l was proposed to remedy this dno- 
^ja^r^hep wgnld the inSovat Ion : grow 
greater and greater every day, n#til tfce' ario- 


r iSa4fcg % bil £ 

As te^ft%terms ' darker ages,* he, for his 
part, di4«o*tfhink fojt Ibe persons who pre-, 
Tteifod the p&teataiii r r«igion had "darker un- 
derstandings than thorite wfio fooiight alljre- 
liglops equal. As to the operation of the 
hi)? proposed, his lft&tfed friend was about 
fo put the case o&hajbip commanded by a 
IWatnan^tliolic captain, , but as*he was di- 
verted from it; he should beg leave to pdt it 
for Turn The captain* is a catWic; bis 
crew partly -rpraan catholics. Wdllj the 
captain brings a catholic prtest on lioard^ nay, 
not one, priest (for he is not to be limited), 
but a, dozen of them, perhaps;, what 
la jhfe Obo^qticnc^? T^e priests disseminate 
‘their popish jjoctriues' through the ridp : 
come arh converted, some not disunion is 
jtWt bfed among the seamens slid, instep 
©f ^paring to beat the ^gfcfofoon enemy, 
a^aiflfi mip ^an^ ^^d [foil to 

hoi a^th'^ tb¥l^h>tV^ "frc&ld 
%ire tlfo^geiillenien VhA if requn^d^pr&^i- 
r J5obs donakforation. He could, noOelp $1 - 
^dingto tbe levitybfcerfoin gtfntlemen op- 
posite.** He wa^foeinore surprised to see* 
ddsfooble friend .among them (tofd.Hotfrck) 

‘ * *"■ Nldbefa 


^rinjitive]. might be j 
fessed. he liad l£s doubts, 
advert to tH£ a 
wgfb rn^de to j 


so; but he con - 
He must again 
pts which he perceived 
A Jhmi down. Bu^^entle- 
men lit^a kpew him if they a^Jpecte^ tit 
succeed it? such a^i&npts. Ha would raise 
his go ice ycJtiments of an ho- 

nestate* i i k 1 e p e iipaa f^rn e tfi fy* r of parlia- 
ment, He had now fetid what he had to 
say upon tj^is question, and gentleman had 
defeated thejf own purpose ; for if they had 
nqt%° interrupted hifn, he should have sat 
down much* sooper. 

* Fremantle declared, that in his view 
of fft subject, the measure pioposed 
did o not bear upon jhe, constitution of fojs 
country. Ther^Aas*no clause in this bill 
that went to provide for the establishment 


^but hewa&sufe tS^ndble ioriKwOuJclbe far 
jtfrdm intending Hifh ah^ personal incivility. 
.But, ^ touip ^ptUarity of t$e ipeasure it- 
h paMnoi hi^ warmh^ punsters of 
" *hpph fbje people' „an irmovifion of 

ss§e»^ ! S^,S$&j 

:to oSns^tWs. 1 

. , beseemed, tw fee) 

tjrqBite soindiffer- 



gf th^catlio^jElergy, cither ui t^jejnny or 
pavy* It dSuTmai militatS dffBer agamW-t he 
bill of fights dr the act of settlement, and 
he should" /eel sorry if such an impres- 
sion *as this we lb made -upon the public 
mind. v • • 

> Mr. T. Jr* Phtmmer said, this measure 
appeared to him to be one which called for 
the serious altentipn of the house. The coun- 
try had been deprived for a long time of the 
service* o^jyjjrge btfdy of people, and now 
that a fair opportunity offered* for granting 
the present boon, he trusted the tin(ie was 
edme/xvhen no honest catholic would be 
deprived of - the^oppbvtunity of serving his 

JVfr. Cbrrv.lamenled, that upon the intro- 
duction o/^Tlfls measure, an alarm should 
Rave beeif raised, as if it would draw the 
protestant est^blishftafdofs of England pnd 
Inland info danger. He hoped gentieraen 
would come to e . consideration , of this 
question ‘without prejudice. It a goes- ’ 
tugri of inqportance, md its tendency was tp 
prevent the natiyfs of Iresjaud^from being 
6ahisbe4 ^ttiary toqm 

s^foeof foreign countries/ 3CUs measure 
wfest to aequre their seryij^es' .at home, and 
to he eiap^Bdupon its o#fk 
Thp ff* foe J*wpfo tiq* 

d«to tW. 
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of that revolution* there would be 




obwcts ( 

found to be two principal objects, in v^ew, 
namely, the religious and civil liberties of 
the country. With respect to the latter, 

Ke trusted they would never be attended to | 
jby a British parliament, and that fliat house 
would look with mces§ant jealousy to any 
measure that tended to overfjjro# the liber-*) 
ties of the country j but, with respect to 
the other object, the protested religionjjft 
should be remembered, th^t"Vhe que^ion 
was then, whether a popish house should sit 
upon fftkdhrone ? . But Wluld anv man pre- 
tend, tharfchcre was asimilar daj^f now ? 
or that the popish ftlw&n ^yas ever likely 
to .gain such an.esta^ilmtent in i&ltesteot, 
as to endanger the protehant religion ? He 
was sure, t lilt such danger was remote in- 
deed ; # and that in theoresent measure, no 
scintilla of danger of this sortUvas likely toJ 

arise; and he also trusted, that the house y have passed without^any di?c\#sSion. 
would* not partake' of that dlarnfc which the 
hon. and learned gent, had endeavoured tt> 
create. % 

• Mr. ./. H. Brown * Jhqpght certainlynthat 
gentlemen should not be \o hasty to take 


BuJ with 
le considered 
liberties of 


an alarm, till they saw, the^bil] 
regard^ the religioaS 

its^fjfirit to be as hostile to*ti 
this country, as any arbitrary power could 
be. He trusted that thery was no dread of 
any foreign conquero^; but shoifld a succes- 
l’uland formidable usurper, who has cemen- 
ted tyranny wherever he^ias gjbne, penetrate 
to Ireland, pnd avail himself of the Pope’s 
bull, for the re-establishment of the catholic 
religion in that country, he couhhnot think, 
that additional indulgence^PWild ensure 
the loyalty of that body. He^vas far from 
thinking that concession after concession 
would conciliate the affegfions, or ensure 
the obedience of tin? Irish catholicj. He 
foresaw considerable danger from these^con-^ 
cessions, as they tended to prepossess the j| 
minds of the catholics with expectations pf 
still farther concessions^ He was averse to 
innovations, unless*Bnjsxistiigevil could be 
proved, which could nofe be remedied but 
, by law ; b\*t in the present instance, he was 
not aware that any such practical inconve- 
nience existed. Unless the house was pre- 
pared to go the length of saying, that 
every office in tftp utyted kingdom was to be 
^.©pen-do, -persons of all religions, he could 
see no good argument for advancing catholics 
to the highest appointments in the army. 
He should, however, have no objection to 
*>ut all the roman catholics in the united 
kingdom upon thewpe footing as the Irish 
* Vot. TXi ♦ .*• * % 


catholics noW were. The Irish roman ca- 
tholics had at present every thing which 
•they, could r&sonably wish for :*Merr*pro i - , 
perty yras secure 5 provision was* made for 
the education of t^eir prtaits ; the military 
and legal professions wepp openedyto (jFEem 9 
in short J# they hfu^everj? thing thevdoiud wish 
for, excepting political power# Ought tbej, 
then, to be insensible 6f the bxssTngs they 
enjoyed, or un grt rte f t fl for the penefits they : 
possess under the best of sovereigns, merely ‘ 
because they did not possess political fdb&rt 
It had been the wisdom fif.our ancestors to 
restrain the Executive power from^onferring 
the hjghbtt offices upon ronfem catholSSJ and 
we^ougjbt tBprevere their rcsernOriegftgmi also 
to do justice to posteri!j|*$5b maintaining 
the fences which our ancestors had ereetgj.^ 
Lord Hawick reply, said, hojj^hjfoped 
that his motion for intsoducingtbeDill would 


wished this que<rtion«ro be treated on its 'own 
merits. *He did not consider it as standing 
upon thp ground of toleration ; but it 
rested bn the footirig^hat, in consequence , m 
of what had formerly passed in the Irish 
parliament, it was necessaf^to make tho 
laws in the two countries consistent- with 
tJlemsqlves, and not to suffer the catholics 
to be/in that anomalous situation in which •* 
no people were ever placed before. He saw 
no reason for that alarm which some hon. 
gentleman had endeavoured to create 9 for, 
as to this measure, K coiJid be attended witl> 
no danger to the religion of establishment 
of the country. He could not concur in 
opinion with the hon. and learned gent., that 
if a person in the army was palled out in, 
obedience to the order *>f his superior, arid*;* 
at the peril of # his life, that therefore fin 
qould ntjj incur any .penalty under possible 
circurftstances ; he could not sul%jibe to 
the hon. qpd learned gent’s ’exposition ofl 
the law, particularly on the ^subject.gf com*^ 
puljpry service, and more especially ^ when 
he recollected the opinior^ which that’* noil, 
hud leamecPgent. had former! y«given on. the •' 
subject of the volunteers. The Irish act of 
parliament could onlj^regulate^ the anpy of 
Irelatgl ; and if an Irish regitrient- temovhi * 
to Englaqd^Jt was thei\ upon the^JBnglirfi 
catablishrrfcnt, to whyJh the Tidts^dfTtho « 
Irishjwfliameqt coulcf not €$tetid, and' oan- 
sequently its offifert wejje subject TJ*» 

penalties wtyrn a British. Jegisfatfrra* bad 
enacted. • But, from the moment pL the^— 
union taking place between the*rt?o coup- 
tries, ancLwhen frfrere was no longer an Irfsh 
army, but tg^ayny of the united ^kingdonl,.. 
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md to which the acts of >Ue united parlia- stirred up division ? Was itnot rather, fm 
iienr^guajone extend, he doubled whether, the qpntrary, that a certain person fso/ie- 
he ffisn cjtlioiic could Teccive any comojis- what in the spirit which had discovered itself 


although np Advantage had been tpken .of danger tafwhic^ thiahou^c might be expo- 
this breach jf the hw, be would ask, «ied, lie hah c^ijy to request of his hon. 
whether it vtA fair to fcjsof th£ catholics in friapd not to promote that danger, by unne- 
■ such a shannon, ''and Sr -pass that oyer by ceg»i;y ^darmf.v ftr himself he entertained 
. conq^Vjmce, which the .law forbad, instead no aach apprehensions. After the extinc- 
of giving it a legal sanction ? The hon. and tion of the riots is* 1780, when liberty was 
leanjeogent. had professed hlmsplf a friend grahted ^to the catholics, and the 

to th^principle of toleration j Out toleration* question o| similar concessions with tlie 
tp.be complete,' fnust be free fropi aqg ex- present Was agi|gte<f ip that house, no such 
tiusidh vfljatever^nd the only ‘Vrue princi- cons6quo^es ensufa^ j) or * would they, at 
pie of e&fclusiShy ofr account of religious the present, unlesf the spirit* of bigotry 
tons; was, when these opinions were should again excite false alarms of dapgers, 
connote;:?* with political principles hostile without* reality, so a| to excite an attack 
tOvthe state ; ^ut when this ceased to exist, ^eipoi* men's lfres and properties.- He decla- 
hfc would c&itend thafetheri all disqualifies- re(T\io man was a more sincere friend * to 
lions ought to cease? The lion. gent, who the protest/nt fchurch of England than 
•spoke jast had contended, that the catholics himself j but he did not think thpt tlie best 
weft; only excluded Jfrom political power, way of supporting it was by plains, penal- 
• but was not that anjjnftortant object ? For, ties, ^md exclusion^; <0t on the contrary, 
how coilld civil rights be secured to any con- by moderation art candour. The present 
siderable degrftC without the possession* of he considered, tp be a beneficial measure, 
political potver ? And miAtnot such persons and that not ,|njy to the» naAolina abut to 
- v as were disqualified from the acquisition of the country at: large, and on the principle 
v political power, feel discontented? \And of gene&l advantage j nor did he consider 
ought such exclusions to be considered as that there w§s anything disgraceful in ma- 
necessary, unless when danger WQnJd arise king -concelsions, when occasion required, 
fronreonferrine them ? Bui ip granting the He only wished thi> mezfcure might under- 
"pre’sent boon, no such Sanger would arfse. go a fair examination, being convinced that 
The Irish parliament had already sanctioned the result of free discussion always was, that 
the measure, and formed the precedent. It the cause of truth would flourish and prevail,, 
was true, that Irish catholics might at pre- — The ndfcle Lord then moved for leave 
* ^ent enter as soldiers and sailors ; but a to bring in rSrtJill unstated hi the moLioii j 
-- cjpuse in this bill wril provided to grant them which was Agreed to without a division, 
security fdr the -free exercise of their reli- llie bill was read a first time and orde- 
giop, ai*4 it would afford the cathoUeejfficess red to be readha second time this day 
A greater facility- of recruiting for the army ^se'nniglit. • * 

*and navy. ’ When hi** hon. friend (Mr. ^ [Committee op*Suppi.y — Prussian 
•Montagme)..had*oarried his alarm so far as i SuBsioy.]y^Jr. Hbbhouse brought up the 


to cknibt whether this bill would not change Report off the Committee of Supply. Ou 
* the navy into a reIgiou3 (fesputiqg club, £nd tlie resolution for gr£ptjgg 80,00(Jl. to make 
.that when alt hands w^fbe piped, the ship good a like sum\raiitgd to the King of Prus- 
would become a scene of religious contro- sia, ’ f 

. 4 v^tsy-j he mqst say that he could not treat Mr. Bankes, regarding this grant as the 
Such an argument with his accustomed gra- first instalment of a subsidy to Prussia, and 
■vitvC^t it was Reserved fot4this night’s regarding subsidies, though they might be 
* 'debate to Insect that^he way to excite reli- wise iq some circumstances, as very gene- 
ges^ifM|e jras to soften otiwif difteaences. rally unwise, felt himself bound to state 
HilTTipfc* fweftd bad l^nSfl^ied the house his sentiments sf. some length. Ho-would„ 
of thej-ear 178ft, ‘and !he fires which, wftre recalthe attention of the house to the 
up. He well remembered that subsidies granted since the commencement 
disffraSuM scene: but what was tUo cause i of the late war, every one of which it was 
\ Was it in cibnsequenceojli^iqathcdics having^ (hought hard to refuse at the time, bu£ 
.. new >vUeges grantcjl thdto, that the/ every one of which had altogether failed of 


i. • 
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pkllucing tbe benefits expected from it. was made by lord^HutchinSon for the parti- 
Hefirst instanced the subsidy to the.Kiag of ciilar exigencies of die army andj^efort- 
Sardinia, agreed upon in 1793, the amount 'tresses in Silesia, He. cortcivetitlie cause 
of which was to be 200,0001. a year during of the misunderstanding, chat tins advance 
the war. But the King of Sardinia was was the commencement ol*a subsidy .^arose 
obliged to make a separate peace in less than from its having beei^ anentiq^Aj in the 
3 years. In theasame year a treaty of message •ftoto’his majesty cotajnunicating* 
subsidy was entered into wkfc Hesse Cassel, the intelligence »f tht>) treaty Jf peace with 
and that power was ohhgqd to make 1 . the king of &ut theft^was nothing 

separate peace in 2 yCSirsXjn 1796, of subsidy in the‘ErGaty, the aegance had 
ther treaty was made with no tatter result, been made in consequence of a discretjqgflyy 
The electoral troops of Hanover, *he mar- power given to lord Hutchinson, who^e dis- 
grave o^Haden, and the landgrave of He?se cretion coujd not be *aoabted in case«any 
Darmstadt, subsidisccl^t it he sacmftime, all particular emergency required surii 3 ^ant, 
made peace in the same ,yA r. Ip 1793, a, or anji particular services could ta effected 
subsidy was granted to Russia, gua^teed by by it. Thufllavance had, i ti 

the United atates. The sum was 50,0001. preventing the progress offcei enemy in the 
a month during the war, and 300,0001. in quarter in which it had been applied. ^ Hu 
advance, but Russia made a separate peace in agreed with the dton. gent, that ‘AMitfkiug 
1795. A larger subsidy was granted to Austria < ^future treaties of subsidy, weyought to be 
in 1795. There was a loan^to that power'Blf regulated by past experience, md that our 
4,600,0001. in 1796, and a further loan of advantages ouglTt ttf be regulated by the 
1 ,603 ,0001 Ain 1797. But Austria also was benefits, which, according to past experience, . 
compelled, b)^ distress* tcPraake a precipate we might reAsortablyJjope to receive. ’• 
peace shortly aft&» • A new loarf of Mr. Bankss, under 9 the explanation that 
2,000,0001. was advanced 800, and, short- had been given, had no ejection m make 
ly after, the battle of MarengDjextingaished good the advance that had xtoen made by 
all bewdtofrom thcM-operation of ’ lojd Hutchinson. He was pleased wftft tlie 

Austria. In 1798, a treaty or subsidy was assurance given by the noble lord, that iu 
concluded with Russia. The sum to be future* treaties or subsidy past experience 
supplied monthly was 50,0001. ^yith as ad- would be made the guide, and that vast sums 
vance of 300,HX>1. But the policies of thfe would nq^>e advanced without any certain 
court of Russia changed suddegly, and that beqpfit. * % 

power became our active enemy. In 1800, Lord Ilou vk said, t fiat lord Hutchinson had # 

the electors of Bavaria and Mentz, and a discretionary power to make advances in. 
other power*, were also subsidised with as case of any pressing emergency, and he was 
little effect. Since the renew al Q & the war sfi?e every person would agree that such a 
on the continent in 180^, anotny treaty had discretion could not be placed in better* ' 
existed, and it was only last oi^nt that sums hand#. There was no treaty of subsidy « 
had been voted to pay some Vn ears accrued But he would not ha^ve the hoiue*go away* 
under that treaty. Bjpt thaf treaty had had with the idea that govenvnent w.fs precluded 

no better effect than the fdrmer. Til# fatal, from granting a subsidy, if circumstances*, 
battle of AusterJitz cord gelled that power^tcT should render it desirable. He agreed that 1 
make what terms she could, •aod now we Inany of the former subsides wei£ most • 
had to make good to Sweden and tofeussia the uivwae in principle* and most unproductive^ 
ai rears ot ttfat unfortikute subsidiary alliance, ill etfent every case Sependcd uppp its 

The present grant sfeentedtp be the com- own circumstances. # A principle of caution / 
mencement of a new syfe?m of subsidy, ought always, to he applied, to prevent the 
-He should not be disposed to cavil at this advances from being made unneoessanlj*, or 
sum, if it were not to lead to m#ny larger incautinusly,* so as to hazard a risk, 'that n^; 
grants, (lord Howick said across the table, benefit wo^tta derived He dissap'gtffoeff 
no ; there is no treaty of subsidy.) The hon. of all subsidies which «^tild£plcl6ut 
gent, in continuation^baTd, if there was no lish money t* induce foreign pc#vdfs to CuPgp * 
provision for subsidy in tjbe treaty with into w^r % withoy^n^ ob^t*cts o£lhfir x5wu/ 
Prussia, he had trespassed too long upon the But when they wertf engaged, or,re?lc!if to 
house. He had addresseckhe house only off engage, for common intqyests, he ihqygitodlhto 
the idea that a larger subsidy was in oontCm- would bo tery wrong not to hold oursclveii 
plat ion. at liberty to b#cgisJU^id support them. 1 H« 

Lord H. Petty 'stated, that this advance allowed that fast tcxperience ought^to hfo* . 

CJ2 • 
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tnade the rule of qurconilact -with regard # to may prevail on other parts of the subject, 
j but not so fdr as to prevent yet«m one there will be no different of 
JjUS from pnteritg into' such treaties.— The’ opinion j namely,., the sincerity of the indi- 
fesolution was men agreed to. > vidual who has presented this petition to the 

FMr. Paulies Petstion hesfscting house — the sincere and honest belief of the 
.t.Vki ^^StTMiNS , fE|i Election.] IiOrd truth of its contents. I do not expect any 
Aoved the order* of the day for ( credit tef be glyen from any personal consi- 
■ itiwkurtbbl^oonsitleration the Peti- deration either to any thing 1 state, or any 

complaining of, tiling stated £y Jtbe individual for whom I 
. WitrFfne witnesses sum- hljs the honoino appear, but I am persuad- 

riaop|cy) *to ghre evidence before the com* edfevery gentleman will sec, that a, petition of 
abodt'to Jbe appointed to try the this natifre could/not have been addressed to 
merits oj^thfc* iafte Election for fVest minster. tlTe hqp*e in cofamon ptudenc^r if there 
[S^*«ss Vot: fl^he proceedings of the 26th had not t&eh a since*® and honest belief of 
% c&Febfrjgry jndlhe 2dofM^rck»] <» the truth, of consents ; because, it could 

Mr .^Aeridgnji^^ that by^the forms of nof possibly answer aay purpose of benefit 
the house, ft witness could not stay in the to the individual who has efctfibited it, pre- 
treuge during the examination of the wit- maturely to bring under the consideration of 
neaseJS^e had summoned' Mr. Pauli as a this house the merits of that case by which 
witnesS^bu^he begged to state that he hag» he Will be afte to support a petition hereafter, 
<10 object i<5h to bis Remaining at the bar^be "fif disclose all tjiathe bad, ora part of what 
whole time of the proceedings — Thecounsel # he had to Bring forward upon another occa- 
fortfie petitioner were then called in, and Vion, withfthe probability, ftob’of having it 
•. *Mr. Plumer addj^sed the house as more advantagedhsly discussdfl, but he must 
follows : — u Mr ^Speaker; I now proceed beTully aware tknfti?e wisdom and judg- 
to discharge tfie^uty which, under the in- ment of this htf&e would infallibly discover 
dukence of4he house, I have been permitted it to«be so, •a«?rl that the consequences could 
to reserve for this day, fn stating the petition be cftdy ruiijf afid disgraon^'hirfp 'to his 
of Mr. Pauli and the evidence in support of cause ^ that the contest must be pursucahere 
it,* and, air, with ver/ grateful Jchnow- with every disadvantage to himself, where 
ledgments to the house for the indulgence 1 his«oppoq«nt, being of necessity a member 
have experienced, I must, at the same time, *of tl>e house, has every opportunity given 
state to*tb£ housqthe usability I am under to him to discuss and tff question throughout 
pVofit entirely by it. The very- voluminous the whole of the proceedings, while he, the 
body of evidence and the inability of access other litigant party, is not permitted to stand 
to it till a very late period, have prevented in the same situation ; that every possible ad- 
ray adverting to many of the circumstances vantage&t hg refore, ’toould be derived from 
. .which have been stated. I shall, therefore, these circumstances on the one side, and 
*> ^qpntent myself wfth add jessing only general every disadvantage on the other, by prema- 
t\ bbsenfitiops, except on particular parts of turely bringing this under consideration was 
^he ta^imony whieh we are able*© polled as quite obvious^ Wl^y, then, was this done ? 

* mosnmpprtant on the subject: and, in j is^ . _Por*vhat purposfe was the petition presented ? 
charging this duty,* I shall, out every conSi-^TPor what purpose tfas this inquiry brought 
deration,.- mest rigidly abstain from evefy under thrconsidcration of the liouse in this 

* ttffljte which does not directly belong*^ the novel shlpe? Why was it done? Surely, 
duty imposed upbn me. I sbftM end6av$ur no one will be at a lo<s to recollect why it 

i • t6 discharge that duty^as briefly as 1 am able, was done, wnen recollect what was 

from every consideration of duty and of res- the situation petitioner — under what 

'pent to thehouse, as well as other considers* circumstances h§ stood. This petition wag 
rtions with which it is unnecessary tor me to presented after an application had been mado 
vou.-w-SiL I shjll inroff first? place, *dth success, to postpone the hearing of 
, fitde wi\ 4 t*°re the allegations contained in the petition which he had previously pre- 
and thenb^tfflyrtemiml you of sented, and fer Width he was making pie- 
thetJVkJence you have nesfart in support of it j parniion, by leaving served various witnesse* 
and, *oi> > this'sulfject,*I am persuaded, what* with the highest authority to compel their 
uMfet^udgment the house may ♦finally think ’ attendance and to ensure their attendance, 
•proper to pronounce with respedt to this pe- Alter lie was thus engaged in preparations to 
. nitiou. I hope I am noteop rarf^uine in jex~ bring forward his cause, expecting it*to 
peotinga, that whatever <kflerence of opinion have been heard on the 24th of Feb., he had 
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intelligence given him, upon which he therefore have t&n psfrticalarly desirous to 
thjight he might securely rely, that 4 >rac- .present myself upon the oscadgnand ,to 
tices had been made use of by various per-' bear my share of blame unrfh tliJIsubjeftt, at 
sons vsFhose names I will presently state — any inconvenience to of self,, father than 
that practices prevailed to a very.considera- shrink frfctn the»discha/|e ofiry profes- 
ble extent, which threatened the loss of se- sional duty on behalf* of am^fpeifeon for 
vend of hi- wltneases, *and teluch* were ad- whom l may be. employed. — Sij, ; I take tjie 
dressed, from day day, wit# the hope <t liberty of saving it is of infinite pnpprtao#e, 
endeavouring to persuade others to. deprive; -not only fotne individual, btVtO thd public, 
him of that u-stimonyf^h&st or a paj f r ot that the person# w^b deserf e'the^haracter of . 
it, which .was afterward# to support his honest men, ghould receive it ^because it 
caust^-Now, air, laying aside aril personal is qf the highest importance, thaj. causes 
corr>u^^ion 8 apd considering thisjjetitlbner undpetitieps should b£*it>snch hands, father 
as merely in the chamcWt of a. party having than that, bf their fafiin&into tlig Ifgnds of 
picseuted a petitionf to \ie house, which others, practices should take place winch it 
was in progress ‘to lacing heard — 'f hieff stood is not eas^ffr detect. This dbmfbft 

for hearing 5 — which lie had a right to prose- of the person for whom Tipper? md what- 
cuto, complaining of his having been de- ever representations there may Jbe jLo tjiedis-®* 
pnved of the right \$ a seat «in tils house, advantage of ifc; whatever'judgrffhj/t^entle- 
ou behalf of himself and a number pf eles^ men ipar be disposed to passu&the evidence 
tors, who, to the nnmber^of 4 or 50007^3 nhey have heard, there is nwlrsingle t'tftle 
given him their votes upon Hhc occasion, of evidence, tnuch arthe witnesses have 
what waAit his duty to himself, to theta, been pressed, and properly pressed, by ques- 
and to tiie Bouse iudo^ if he thought, this tions addressed toibgn from every q'uerter ; 
charge was well foS^tod $ if he had "reason . there is not one s^jglp tittle which shews, 
to believe that these pfatices did actually that die induct of the petitioner,* from tho 
prevail ; what was th Adyy he 9 owed to first moment he was maohfecquainted with 
disparate, tb^wuself, to fc}| constituents, I ^the suspicions respecting the suBjedtf of this 
fmght even say to the indindual who is ac- charge, was any otherwise than would have, 
cused, but to bring it forwaijl wHere it was beer* observed by the most honorable man 
sure to be fairly, impartially gpd thoroughly living ; having first cautioned die witness who 
discussed, jp order that it might at least be discloj^ these facts to him ; guarding him 
seen, whether tflfe suspicion that prevailed pot to speak any thing but the truth,* and by 
abroad upon this subject were well or ill no mean# to overstate fhe truth ; having bn 
founded? — What-was it incumbent upon him n 6 occasion offered him arty money, or any 
to do more than, if he brought it forward, to inducement whatever, not distinctly to dis- 
bring it fairly forward, and , m >he first place,* dose the fact, . and every subject relating to ‘ 
lor that purpose to put Bfif^euse into the it I hope; therefore, I stand fair thus fiir 
hands of the most respj^able solicitors vsith the house, that fhe Conduct ofthe^jn*'' 
there are in the profes 9 ioj^ and I am per- titioner was from the. peril either of losing 
suaded that I shall be formied by the know-* his testimony or Referring his qproplaint to 
ledge of every membef of this h£use who, the only competent authority. to receive^ ;* 
knows those gentleihen, that in all the* pro^ for it would 'not -have been ^respect tul 
fession there cannot Se fouad^oentlemen wjlo for the petitioner to have qjrriad his corn- 
stand higher, of .pujrer honof r, of grtatep ^plaint any where else.* If there wpns just 
respectability, and more -pnblemi shed chaj groundwo carry a complain t any wliere, a it 
racter than MesSTs. Williams and Brooks, and $oul 8 be no wligre but to this housfe, • and 
.their derk, Mr. PowSfcrwho are engaged 'tfc could be conducted only in the way it baa 
in the business. Mor 8 honourable and more* feefeu, up^to the poin\ 1 anj iKAv statins - 7 - 
respec table persons do not exift in the pro- Sirf permit me to observe in the next place, 
fession. I hope the house will forgives me, wrtijt qhargesScontai n ed fijlhpfpeti- 

if I presume thus to testify in thpir behalf; tion, and what is tkeevidipc£jm support of 
because, if, on # dhbject of this nature, i f ThefSpedtipqer states, sh^he Was a^an- 
from any accidental catisfs witnesses appear d'da^p at tLp last election de^Ui.e city of 
on any account to be less deserviiig of credit, Westminster; an urftilfcbe^sful Candidate j 
a degree of blame and disgrace may appear * in consequence of wdfich he h^dgeeiMied 1 # 
to attach to those who are concerned. I do petitiflh to this house, complaining of pnun- 
not know whether that may not comprehend dueelAtfouy*aw*i praying that ^Jiat subnect 
all that are concerned on this side; and I might be takeft into consideratjqn j that that 
.* # • ' • # 
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Ap 49 for trial on the 24thW.Feb. j that that ployed by him throughout the whole \Ati- 
postponed till a more distant nes»— Mr. Burgess, who had actually cm- 
date, and that intelligence yas given to.him’ ployed a gentleman of the name ot Wallis 
that peisohs werVaptually at weak to chpnve under him, and another person of the name 
fetnitof his testimony, to inducespersotjs to of Gallant, three persons, one employed by 
go ont/of Jcfye way/ and particularly to dis- the sitting membef, and the two others em- 
dpstesa biqif of important ^documents by .ployed bf Mr*Burgess in the election busi- 
Which 1 ie JioWd to support *his cause. The ness, and paid* by him foi what they did 
petition hayffairly and disftnetiy Itated, not ,uppn the subject of it, they are all three of 
in gencraly^tei mS only, wfib were the per- them proved bf tliese witnesses, six in 
ao§ 4 jhat ' had been guikyof this practice ; number, to hfcve been actually employed — 
but th£names of the witnesses that were Mr. Burgess in his own person, and also 
«*nt» or ^attempted" to be s<yit, out of Wallis and GaUanf in aid of eacb^fther in 
the w^y* and tlj© particular Circumstances applying to the|§s vritnesses, whom they 
attendant upon* r tbe transaction «— «- Sir, knew to ,be ar thaf time served with a 
ft is •parfSculirlyjL.stated in tBc petition, speaker's warrant to attend upon the com- 
that one wilkaidTOrake was, and still is, a mittee, they having express notice of that, 

• material witness summoned on behalf of and therefore, being bound ih all fairness, and 
ynttrfK$4giter j that the said Drake having, accordii% to ril practice, to abstain from any 
on or ftbqut: tj^e TOth*of this instant Feb., pergonal conftrence or examination of any 
&£• [Mr. FhMner heriread an extract frodi orihem, have proceeded actually to take 
the petition ending, “afadaflded, that when down tlieir testimony, to get an account of 
they had succeeded in putting it off, such the evidence they were hereafter give, and 

permns should haye mo^ey to go out of the knowing perfecUy*wd]U*he nSture of that 
way to prevent theiW)£ing summoned."] — testimony, and howJSfffl it would be to the 
Now, dhr, theatre the allegaltions con- cause in which tWf y were engaged, have ad- 
tained in tht^etition, which I hope Vie dressed to thag^everal witnesses topics of 
house Vill "excuse me for' having thus spe^- argument andpchpositions y ^ mr the 
.'CdicaHy read, for the purpose of Bhrwing of inducing them to withhold that testimony, 
how specific notice is given \o these persons that they did ^distinctly inform them of the 
of the charges against them, and the nature intention t<%# postpone the hearing of the 
of the evidence to be brought. — Sht^in sup- petition j that it wife the intertion to apply 
port of this petition^ you have heard 8 wit- for that purpo&s, and thaf when that appll- 
fietfses exanalneS, the witnesse«»named In cation should have been made with success, 
the petition, and if they are deserving of the consequence would be to leave no longer 
credit, upon which subject undoubtedly^ in force the several warrants with which 
the house are to decide, but respecting* they had bftten&fyved — that one of them m 
tyhorn jt was quite impossible for those who particular, !■?: Wallis, possessed himself 
vgupduced them to kndw, otherwise than that actually, of thwpeaker's warrant, got it into 
licit' testhdony on paper, or all the account his own possession, and represented to seve- 
which coqld fie discovered of them «w$8 fa-* ral of the witnesses, hqpr truly, how justly, 
y5rable<t>tl^ testimony they were to give*. ant} {io# properly those whom I have the 
mid anc^t a* induced* all those who heard honour to address, kgow, without my pai - 
them, tmiy tndhonestly to believe the truth Ocularly dwuHtng on that part of the case, 
of thejr statemCnt-yif their account is 4k* but represcifed to thorn, that they were no 
serving of credit, fed charge is^ftMhr, d!s- Ilongfci under obkgation to^ attend ftie future 
tvnctly, and pfcintedly plowed It is proved trial of the petiybn/but* might in future 
In terms, in the very terms q£ the petition j absent themselvfcl^fnl keep out of the way, 
you have heard «those ^persons actually sub- offering money for tbat purpose* induce- 
atehtiate the charge against all the individuals ments to them seveially to keep out of the 
vhogjil&e *ubject£of it; thd^favq dis- way? to prevent their being forthcoming at 
' tincify* told \piuthat\ti |he early part of the time* of the trial of the petition.— 
thJtmonth o| ian., and ls^rtfcuMtly nf the Questions were put to fhe Witnesses, ,f for 
liegiiminestf-Feb , after tbes&yitnesys^nd what purpose wen? you to keep out of the « 
different psrsofl* • ifad lieen swved with a wayl Were you conscious of any crime you 
> \ i j w iala8fk .v giTant to# give their pftendance had committed , of any wrong you had done, 
on the 24th of Feb., Mr. Burgess, w'ho was that should induce you to absent youiself ?’* $ 
thesolicitor of the sitting nsambem his agent' Nb! Was that fhe caqse of their being 
and manage proved to be^sueff, and em- desirdd to keep out of the way* to protect 
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by a proper tribunal. It if (lotibingAouy they 
are not witnesses who would>be jhetieved k 

it&vent'the 


39 } 

themselves, or to guard against the detec- 
tlomofiany crime committed by themselves ? 
•—Head the evidence s— the testimony they 
have given is, that their evidence has been 
taken down ; that it was discovered that they 
could detect what had been done during the 
election ; the fictitious vptes which had been 
given ; the bribery and coiyuplion (which 
had been committed ; the instances injwhich 
persons had been induectf^giv^ repeated 
votes at the election. These persons bejng 
found capable of giving testimony u^on such 
a subjeftlus that, that was# the motive, and 
not any efrme committdL individually by 
themselves; and, th<J*efo\* they- might 
with perfect safety, agtf with perfect tiwtb, 
answer the questions pjit, and yet that makes 
no difference as to the probability of the in- 
ducements which were ^ addressed tofthem. 


the object of this petition Mo pifevenU 
deprivation of testimony^ the o Importunity 
of presenting to a proper tnbunal tl at testi- 
mony, and surely, at thetsame rtysjnegt you 
exclude Jhe materiality of thaMtestimony, 
tend prevent its being properlyiexamined, i$ 
will not be ssfid At is very tudtyeaible, that 
fsucli an attempt should be madetand much 
less that it, is impossible, becaus^the .wjj- 
ncsses would not have been credited ofr can- 
not prove that which is* Tnaterial. Wejiad 
a right to haw their testimony Hearth we 

:iySses forth- 


coming ; we-*fcd a right to kejp £fj^m*un-i ** 
tainted, and not visited by the opponent party 
at the time they knew they were under or- 
ders to attend on^th© future tribavJr 
4iie # se- Jgthe merits of the case. * Therefoi e,undoiibt- 


not for their own security, bui^_ . 

turity of those who might be hurt by OXjediy, the conduct of ttfese peifoi^Ttbe soli- 
1 eatter tu. give. -TRtor of tlie sitting member and of Mr.'Wtol- 


testimetny they were hereafter tu. give 
Upon this phrt of the case, as wyll as tinorf 
other parts, undo ubted ly she cause which I 
have to support labStfJ^inder considerable 
disadvantage ; because 1 M under tlie ne- 
cessity of considering it in rys stage qf the 
business*, abridgj^s it must oflfjecess'Uy be, 
IMrt&luding fiom the consideration fnugh 
of tlie testimony which would %e confirma- 
tory of the account thu^ gi\CTi ; because, 
with great propriety, the house have confined 
the enquiry to*the #ndea\;ouring to remove 
out of tlie way written or pnrdie testimony, 
without entering into the merits of any thing 
which passed in the election. You have, 
therefore, very properly stopped,* us from 
going into evidence of fhe 9Ct.-d.aJ practices 
and the transactions during thyelection, or 
of the knowledge of these idlrsons of the 
contents of that important^ document on 
which I shall presently observe. Yoiyhave 
necessanly excluded, •therefore, all that 


™LrJohnston, a person concerned ^ 
j WnSJy Lanfc^heatre, and J> Mr. Edwards, a 
former servant of the # sitting member, and** 
now a box-keeper at* Drury Lane theatre. 
These 3 persons there .assembled ply kinx 
with liquor, * address conversations ’to-hitnV 


collateral testimony atfd ac^oqnt which (JA^hom docs he meet there ^ Mjr. fcfotnan, 
might be given on that p|rt of theicase, ancl 
which would confirm or refure all the 
account Uius-gT^en^wf J&e attempts to keep 
these witnesses out ofitaJtbe way. — - 
.The materiality of their testimony ; the im- 
portance of it ; tlie nature of it ; you are all 
unable particularly and distinctly to know ; 
because, of necessity, the case must be de- 
prived of apy consideration, of that part of 
the subject ; ant) 1 forbear tq state any part 
of that on which you cannot receive evi- 
dent e. But, it is enough for me to state, if 
their testimony might be material ; if their 
te timony wns'proper to be received, and the 
credit to be given lb it fit to be considered 


had 


alight to itave these toitq 
ling ; we- iskd a right i 


sitting i 

lis.and Mr, Gallant all employed under him, . 
beginning in the month ot Feb. bolding «ut 
the expectation of fn^postponement and 
laying hold of them— to address this argtr- 
(whether well or ill foStaated) was un- * 
doubted! y, 1 should*submit, a species dftcon- 
diftt which would receive no sanction or au- 
thority'from this bouse. — Sir, ia addition to 
that, you liear that in tlie early part of the 
month of Epb., namely, ou the 10th of that 
month, loon after the solicitor and the per- 
sons* employed undef liim 0 lia<# been thus *at • 
work with the several witnesses — you fiud, 
what I am sorry to be under the painful ne- 
ceasityof stating and of bringing directly 
home to the principal gentleman who is 
subjegrtofthe charge, by dfrcct positive proof 
that on the l^th of Feb., 14 days?only lie- # 
fore the hiring of tbq cause, 4h©‘Wimess" 
was seflt for by a ^message to atteoavt the*, 
house of Mr. Homan iu.Fnth Street, Soho. 1 


upon *the 


address 

# and *jpen remote 'TjmCi 
upon tBat Say in *a to *tbi£* 

house «f Mr ^(Edwards, and at 
house Jie there i^lflitely states tfsa^he met* 
Mr. Sheridan himself f thafr he4iadj ctiti&r- 
ence with Mr. Sheridat^ on 
that he there distinctly disclosed to Mr. Site* 
ridan that be order from the f ^ 

as aAvifotss 


to attend i 


’ttztess agaipst him. 
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withstanding;, that at thetfunise of Mr. Ed- j have stated? — He has positively stated -the 


circumstance of his alliance to that indivipial 
andliis acquaintance with him for .5 years 
together. He has stated his constant em- 
ployment during the late election at West- 
minster, fh which he is confirmed by the cir- 
cumstance of &be frequent letters that pass- 
ed : nafo-, Sir. I think thlk receives confirma- 
tion ewn from # the question put by that right 
hon. ge\jt. hinssglfi^/or I do remember the 
question being put, not indeed to him, but 
to the second witness, Weatherhead, in these 
towns, ''Were y4p not introducedJ^me by 
Mr. Drake as-a cla^gyman ?** The^nswer to 
that is immater^loifr the present occasion. 
He jays he told him * t was a mistake, and 
that it was his brother f butnhe use I make 
of it is this, and the house will then see, 
whether it is worthy of their grave ahd se- 
rious (^q^ifration. • With all humility, it 


wards* toWnirh he was accompanied by Mr. 

JohiistOfHft tB^t house he had a conference 
with Mr. feheriornj^no there entered ’into 
conversation wiJL nim upon the subfect of 
his future^ testimony. That witness, who 
*ay9 tlfat ne^iiad beets in habjf» of friendship 
*jjhd near aSlfcnce with Mr*$heridah before, 
and that ffe md been acqi^infed, with him 
for 5 yearsJogetber, and had been honoured 
with thg^reatest marks of his confidence 
tUgfone gentleman could give fo another-— 
has toltl you, tha| lie was held in close con- 
ference for a considerable timj ai the house 
of MP. EdV/ardaf— Now, Sjr, it is said this 
witness has fur his demean oB^creatSCl that 
general rhoprltsioh to his disadvantage, that 
no credit is efue to what he states ; that his 
appe&a<*8Q4)ns betrayed him, and shewn the 

strongest marks of h\% resAtment and ven- 

geance ajflSf^>ftndignant feelings towards tbeOppears to me to contain pregnant proof of 
i&dividual against whoqp he is giving testi* 1 rprior intimacy arfd acquaintance — how could 


snony. Sir, I should only beg lesfVe to ob 
seryp that this gentleman is no friend of Mr. 
Paul— is no acquaintance of his — he is a 
perfect^tranger to IflYto, and if there be any 
thing exceptmptf&e or improper in his fon- 
duct,»a)l he knew of him w F as, that he Vas 
nearly allied to the sitting member f that he 
had -long been honoured .with his acquain- 
tance ; that he had been in the strictest in- 
timacy with him and visiting in his house ^ 
that .was all he knew of this genfiHnan, ex- 
cept* that he appeared ao be an officer, in a 
gallant profession, in which lib had lost a 
limb— -atjfajuf it was so represented to him, 
that hejihew nothing ot him, but what was 
apparently honourable and right, except that 
lie came with strong feelings of resentment 
inspecti^i which very reseatment 1 shall be 
’glad to asks whence does it arise ? Does .it 
jibt of jftelf import prior intimacy! and that 



actuated the individual to that rgpentr®Sk 
JiCt it operate as it ought to do tSinduce you 
to receive his eviden«e with considerable 
susjicion, with greatjealousy, to watch the 
testimony he giveslT but how oan agy body 
feccotui* for the Indignation this young 
gfctB?, Fot»his feefiqgs of warmth > If tlie 
ihdrviduafWdffi perfect strapgty; to hjm ? If 
lie had fiewAeen in habitant' Ihtimacy with 
hint&ar d^nd\;cjed*hiniself ^ a wap tb pro- 
yo^ih af l&en tmept ? How are.those feel- 
?r!gs tobe # a,ccountd& for ? To what cause are 
jrpu to refer all that gentleman's .other feel- 
ing, ifnt is not to be the cause 1 


Mr. Drake ^introduce any body t^ that right 
hon. gent, if he ujjis a strange^ to him ? How 
could he have accessl^Jidn ? How could he 
be accompanied house to introduce 
any body if he jfas not in habits of intimacy 
and ^bquainlanpe with him ? Thjs isa ques- 
tion put to liri! by the IiigEest authJli* 
and it carrieshhe highest proof that some de- 
gree of intimacy at least subsisted between 
tjienf. — A f articular account is given by the 
witness on the subject of thii meeting, and 
that I may n®t in the least misrepresent him, 

I will read it. You will find that he gives 
this account, that he had been long in habits 
of acquaintance and connection w ith him $ 
that he hadJiff^s a«d prospects held out to 
him of proSbtion and promises of money, in 
which he h^d been disappointed ; that he 
hadktill been \i active and zealous friend to 
the rjght hon. geip. during the late election, 
but that at the close. of the election he felt 
himself neglected-^-personally insulted by 
the dome^fes* of the right hon. gent., and 
[ Stung, undoubtedly with resen J men t, and 
feeling a reseffcm«ft tojthat ;vght hon. gent, 
he was induqQ&to <\6 what l do not mean to 
state as a proof the honour # or propriety 
of this gentleman, to betray his friend, and* 
cqpmunicate intelligence to his opponent of 
the knowledge that he had of what practices 
had bdfen going oifcdqpng the election.— 
Now, sir, I do not m the least mean to 
conceal that fte testimony of a witness* 
standing in that predicament, a person who 
betrays his former patron and friend, nearly 
allied to hiip, and who gives intelligence of 
practices in which littfcfhas been personally 
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concerned ought not, on that account, to 
be received with considerable suspition-A-he 
is an accomplice, and his testimony ought 
to be received with suspicion, but I beg 
Jeage to state, that the testimony of accom- 
plices under mate unfavourable ciicumstan- 
ces is continually rdbpivdd, and |nJny have 
lost their lives upon testimony open to every 
possible obsetvation that «an 9 be bestowed 
upon this , be state* fairly the account of it 
upon his own testimony j # #e gives the 
nanativ^how he was onjgioally Connect- 
ed widrShe right hon Enu for#£ years 
together, and then Jin sSjk * € I supported 
Mr Sheridan d.ui *ngs the whole, of* the 
tunc of the glectiont and brought up ip&ny 
votes ini Mr Sheridan, and vjvas 111 the 
h ihit of seeing him 4 01 5 tirpes .yiiay.’i 
lie tin n i elites the < ireumst toAc ofA ts go- 
me to Woman's house, hav marine t 
an l afterwards going to Edw ud» s, /Src 
|[e is tlu l^iiUanogatcd with iesf>ett to thel 
1 iter he represents Mi Shot id lh as having 1 
ixen dt uous^Nf •b^qunij, and he gives a 
nurjtive, i id the shoiMtu ount, ic spec ting 
tin 1 t # cr is this It is pi^ved by this wit- 
ness, and b} the next who xvp exantmed, 
^fioi to the^fcction, a better had* been 
signed by Mr bheiid^n m favour of a # person 
of the name of Emanuel II* ns, 'recom- 
mending him to supply the fleet\v1th differ- 
ent articles in «a Inch he dealt, upon the oc2 
casion of Ins obtaining votes agd hts Voting 
himself during the election j that that first 
letter was in the hand- writing of the witness, 
Drake himself, was delivered by himself a 
few days prior to tbe%lectiqn into the hand* 
of Mi Sjlierid^n, tlmt lie dm fiyftstjlf annex 


likphim, unaccgujtbmed to qourt/W justice 
and to being examined, shotrier bf* able, so 
rapidly to give distinct ooswJrs as to time, 
place, And person, and ewey circumstance 
connected with it, ites appeal to pno to h*vo 
a very great debtee of jg< foa b il i t ante tv I 

l^vith it y-d fpar I .shall not be* abJe*to extracts 
[Train this vplmpe f l have m my hajid every* 
^artof the ‘testimony respei tlng\ the letter- \ 
but I hope the house wdll *&ccu7vmc» if f 
should not fye able to do it imipciha^elfc* 
they vv ill c\cAse me if X ^liould occupy any 
gloat pottidTj of their fimfi alter jvhal ka* 
passed ib reading it. ** \tfbci 
“ Mr.^hendatjyVith this letter 
tf is a man, &c which Mr bhij 
4 * 'present cannot deny ” — Hp i'h«n states jp- 


the lctteis, M. P , leaving a jtfunk. for the 
signature, and that upon hisjSehvering irto 
Mr Sheridan, he recyved li back from Mr, 
Sliendin with his own Signature b#it. — 
The evidence that wal given by Mr. Diake 



to 

0 #ud here 
iidai^vlio is* 


plications by the other pepdhtt wJiQj^rq 
mentioned in the petition, HoifionTtEd- , 
thftie^Jtyords, 3n d Johnson, •and.then forgoes on ’ 
,$ay, “ t then told SlJerloiii J had, 
been *mnm aujS, Sre ” — We is tired askfed 
by the house,. ff did Ml . Sheridan sa^ any . 

tliiug * &c •• — Atgie^ion Is put to'lwtn 
by the house resjiectyag, the letter, he is 
asked particularly, “ are jq^snie that voU 
” ejjlier read the letter > icc ”%*He is theft 
in{p rogajed about ^us acqti linlaffte *VhU 
Mi. Harris, and lie states how he bfccamO 
acquainted with hftn > — He n then asked, 

“ who advised you to destroy the first > * 

is jjpefc asked whether he hadevqr^ 
declared that he would have money from * 
one side or the atlier^ which fie Sen es — he • 
says, ,r I nevei did in my life ff — -There am 
.other passages respecting xhe sigtiatuic of 
this letter, but* I ^opd I Iia\e shewn you 
that the account l oiigm^Hy g**ve respecting ■ 
this better, having beetf thu4 deWred ta* 
Mr. Sheridan, ijurafecdved back IfeftfXimi, m 
wnth whak the vfitbess tbok to lib his tpgnp- 
tufe was ctfrtbci , and surely it will 5«vci 

a... .r - j " 


the other that fjlowed ajfew d5?\^aqt^lly present to* see him , 
the conam^i icemcnf ot 4 he ejection, wilfbe nc,*bbt it received it b|ck with 4 

lound u^ImeienT^arfc'orpie testimonyOf ‘ * — AT ‘ 

that witness- he was exJlrtttbd upon that 
subject in duct and aftdfwaids pointedly by 
the house, and pariiculaily in a pom led and 
rap>d manner by an hon. membei erf the 
house on the subject pf these Iethyp, and 
tne prompt and itnrflgdftlte Answers given -to 
thpre questions pushed on*! aftet anbthec 
rapidly ou lum on the subject of tliOs£ let- 
ters had, I own, tp my view, greatly im 
appearance, excluding ail probability, uf>a 
manufactured pi a m^de stoty 5 fotf that any 
person of any Ability much less an ; tuKU 4 ual 
.Vox IX. * 


. . w l¥ I argudd, fhauif a letter *is ddlvered to M’* 

respecting the two letters, onertl at preceded J^sheridan m blank, tf the.wytnesrs %rs s A t w mm9 
and the other that fjlowed aifew dV>^aqi^dly present lo*see him put hisnanj^to 

it it received it W|ck with a “Stgm- 
tuie pvltporling to tjc Mt Sheri dm’s. <vn&* * 
leceucd it back from Mr Sherjd in hnasrif,* 
that is not sufifideot to fix the right Jso>\. 
gent. #vith *tbd act itself, more * 

when It iydto fixed bjrjjjbe w ltuess; which’ 
it Is in*both instances,**^ bethf • 

Mr. Ahrfidf) bhnself 
was iptetiogated dMbf the h e6 ^ w f 

botlrtheteitte.s^ ii^sph^e'A^ho 
shfaututeof ona hiving Aeen it wet, 
jiwged it* to be the signature o£ iVlr 


datC JHe 1nterr<>gaUd whp T 

ther he lwa«Sv«rtirtd any tbix^ . 

D > • '* 
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being akptf&y $ he said’ nO: and that the excluded, ns it seemed to me! erery p^sM- 
reepda twat hue -was substituted for another biliy of conversation which could ’rtof be 
& was* that the'fcrsLlwftl received ablot.froni distinctly heard which had not reference 
; /j Hieing folded, ; aid/ that it had M. P. j the to the subject? — But, sir, it does not rest 
fj£ {nutting M. P. hieing improper wheji the par- there. ' This witness positively states the ac- 
^liament stoe not aifcqjnbled, and that the man tualJy seeing the letters delivered mtb*th« 
stvas desirous of having a 4 efter wish a fa i ref hands of Mr. Sherklau-r-he saw them when 
' Signature end also having th^ words “ Trea- they caraeba<& with the signature ef Mr. 
eurerofth^Javy/’wfifen: were ‘actually put Sheridan wet) r he proves also, that Mr. 
Vo the Bj^nd letter to give, rapreauthenti- Shgjldaa at thfis meeting on the J 9th of Feb. 
mi# \o If.— This is the*account,of these two; addressed k conversation to him, personally, 
witnesses, on tW subject of >h is letter j in on the ^subject of these* letters, and that at 
addition* to which* Mr. Wei^herhead has tlie close of jrhat ^conversation he °made to 
prd»edf«vidiaftyUd seem tofiie if Mr. Wea- Mr. \Veatherhe|A a request, whfch I own I 
^ Sierheai^ entitled tQ crl^UL-^I <^ate Uiis feel an extrem^aitf 5 |u|ty in referring to, in 
*witVm^h«&umility whichnHe<)gf JLo me j any other way than asp direct confirmation 
leaving it entirely to the judgment of the of the whole account thus §iwfen on the sub- 
pronounce on the credit of theject.-^That Mr. Sheridan said to 1 pm, do 
. witnesses. I caiuonly judge of the testi- you aid Mr ,I>rak£ conic to me tomorrow 
~ snonv before! me. add it is my duty to state* at k.— This was after the private 


* testimony alone goes a considerable way to- and enquiry or Mr Weatherhtiad, another 
^•fards substantiating charge before you ) witness under sanmio)?jJU\ -attend, he asks 
for it, is positively.pjoved, that he actually biff), are you a^idfiTy employed on the 
aaw dn the tQtfr of Feb. at the'house of Mr. other side r — hwsays.no ■ then, says he, do 

* Sheridan, £rake the witness, and Mr. .She- • you ^nd M(, Drake come to me to-morrow 
Tidah sitting close 4ogfether, andps hinde- at two o’clptfy- For what ourpose were the** 
•cribes k *i elbowing each other dose^to- to come thi next day to Mr. SlieriuK*. ' — 
gether in the act of private conversation id a Why Were ^hey to be invited to come ? In 

v low tone of voice not to be overheard by wh|t wa yf can that possibly be explained 
any body die/’ He says tha£, that cobt*. • consistent with tne representation of no con- 
jauod for .someneriod of time in the room, hection subsisting between Ihese parties — 

* XHd that corivemtion pass* o&did it not r— * Sir, this, together with the other evidence 
’ Weatherhcad declares it did— if it did, how I have stated q! the other persons employed : 


wh|t way^ can that possibly be explained 
consistent with the representation of no con- 
nection subsisting between these parties — 


could that conversation be passing, circum 


solicitor, Mr. Burgess, Mr. Wallis 


stancedas -Drake then was, when be had in employed by the solicitor/ Mr. Gallant, who 
.. the early part of. the month, orevdtv per- was emple/a? under them during the elec- 
haps in the latter fend of Jan., but certainly tion, the j!‘oof of the conduct of Mr. Ho- 
• J jn the&rly part of Feb.J not only been ac- faan in Frife-slreet, -the proof of Mr. Ed- 
t»ially^erwd with a speaker Vwstn*ant to »at- wards and j$r. Johnston’s applications on 


Johnston’s applications on 


tend r as a witness, but on thevKHftof that the ^subject of these letters and of the wit- 
month or Feb., actually communicated to nesses, constitutes tke testimony lying before 
Mr. ‘Sheridan Jhimself, that he was undfcr you in prom of M is petition, in verbis, in 
stentaons to attend at the hearing #f th& terms, tv the 8 witnesses who have been 
. petition on the part of Mr, PapU, wbwrSn*. examined at jour bar .-—I have now, sir, 
Sheridan bad 


attend at the hearing #f th& terms, Lw 
ie part of Mry PapU, when im*. examine! 

* . . . .. 1 j* j 


me. IN me days an 

ofehe heappg of Jhe 
f be ^ieard on th^ 24 tb 


f, be heard on thuJMth, Mr. Sfterid^s seen adduced jn support 01 it. 1 nave cautiousjy 
\gjt hls’own hous^rln dose conversation with abstained from entering upon any one topic 
*2Jtth Dftkeu-^itting^close together*, and in that is not directly connected with the sub- 
v^t^.c^^vatio^vhich vas hot to be ject before you. I q#l not detain the house 

t L..'* ...» I J tlieii’ ka nnn m/immit wtlh flnv r«»rnnitiilafinn hr an v 


witness^ and is it coasistent With .tirply^with tjie house to pronounce their 
' •my possible account of the deuwlof all in- gudgtnent upon ijt. I am persuaded that it 
•timapy dr acquaintancft.vat|f that -wUnas*, wilj bo *,.yise,. a just f and .a proper judg- 
aircutbitanced as tbat^Udkis was, wjhich moot, th^t tbey wi4 read tha 


_ t 
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evidence for themselves, with opportunities might not titfn out" to have beer^mf money 
of wing it and of examining it better than of other people. He reallyj^iedrthe poor 
it has been in my power to obtain $ they wreWhes who had been* caVcd to the bar* 
will weigh it, and finally gi\c that judg- but wifbed that the chargfj might not be 
meiit whicli is best calculated to \ indicate cariied to £ higb^p quarter. The counsel 
♦heir own honour and dignity, aijd which too had observef upon th8 stateiwffhts of the 
will be satisfactory A every person by whom iwitness, that he s£w him sign thedetter, bee 
that testimony shall be her?after read. I had forgot jto snenclcp his hawng**tfacte# 
beg pardon for detaining the bouse so long, *that assertion. lie hid advened to his havr , 
and return my humble tlianks to the house ing desired the attendance of Drake and 
for their patience. " 90 • Weatherhead the nefct day — he 

Mr. «Shtridan protested, that lie was certainly, with a vie w # |o‘- carry them to 
never mofce surprised at ftny thing -than Bow- street. '• But finding, fts Weitherhead 
the speech which hejiadjr\ heard from the had said, that®thf$**had go% jnto.r^spirious 
learned counsel.. He* had heard* rumours company, whrtf'they'sawa Bovj^treetpffi- 
t hat he intended* to ^\e thrown up hiftbrtef. cer they made off, and he hdtt heard no 
But, if he was surprised, bow^s not al*Jtned. t&ore of them till they were observedon the 
The learned counsel had said that he (Mr. S.) 24th of Feb. in a hackney-coach 
had an advantage ovet* the pe j£ifl gg. He Pauli. He was ashamed of his own csedu- 
denied this, as he had not # 8V£*jrftnimseff r^Bity in having given anj* crediLfo wshat these 
♦he as^stance of cotyiaCl/* If he had beeif* ipf rsons said, but he hira called afibe Admu 
capable oftstating^as proved matter , that ralty, andb found tnat Weatherhead had been 
which Lid been only ass ji ted, ifhd that too dismissed for scandalous conduct by captain 
by witnesses \9tRrtwi. been nearly com np ted Trollope, and that ’iis 4t name was marfced 
by the house for scain&hjps prevarication— R. M. having presented forged certificate* 
if he had stated every thing in the evidence for a lieutenancy. There vw a gro& false- 
tliat made fo. him, and uanf that •made’ hood in the petition, .where it pledged that ' 
him, amWud the stupidity to*think tl*r consideration &f the election petition 
that the house would believe Atm, Jhen he stood for the 24th of Feb., whereas it had 
might be said (o have the adwmtage. He been originally appointed for the J3tli of Jan. 
expressed his higli respefct forVhe pmfes- Perceval observed, that the right 

sion, but thought yiere were limits with} ft Tion gent 4iad certainly taken the advantage 
which counsel ought to Confine themselves j ove» the counsel when he^iad spqken of* him 
and certainly it would have been much more in the manner he had done. 9 There might* 
proper if the counsel, instead of pressing thc| have been TumOurrf of his intention to throw 
matter as he did, had st ^od at the bar in up his brief ; but w hen so much was at 
shame and confusion # at hissing dhgaged in stak^with respect to the client who employ- 
such a cause. He perfectly remitted the ed him, it was not for tjje counsel to pre.-, 
great respectabdity of the solicitors, Messrs, judge the case, and if he h id hetid that h^ 
Williams and Biooks, and « ad heard Jmvt had thrown up h?s brief, he rertaiAly woulo* 
M*\ Williams had pven thrown up the ttbt have Relieved it. • k was in^ possible to 
cause. He w ishc d that M . Powell Tnight misunderstand the counsel when he said' 
stand as clear. He tf^hed thai Mr. Pauli .that these charges were •proved, for he had. 
and Mr. Powell might have been only dupes, "distinctly qualified it by referring* his to* 
in the business. He should be. glad it tb^redit due to the witnesses. There .was,, 
should ap pear so. ' But wh§n h4 examined* yicfefore,»no more grounds for his iWfuUa-.. 
his w UtfPsscB, th'^Te * oubif appear, he be- 
hoved? sud» a system otfctwn ss, coriup- 
tion, ?nd subornation of^crjnry as had never 
bcfoi e been heard of. He wished the coun- 
sel for the petitioner to hear the evidettee. 

The learned counsel, though he rgnarked 
on the pait of thft*eiTideace where Drake 
had stated, that he had’baen employed by 
him (Mr. S ) to get the letter from Harris, 
had forgot to mention that the witness had 
^afterwards stated, that he had offered s&Q 
of his own money to get thelettet fr&mAIr, 

PjuIL His own money! He wished it 


uons against tue oonpseJ, than jor ms asser- % 
lion that there wa* a gross falsehood in the. 
petition. It stated, that the 9 qonsideritio]i 
of th ©selection petition Aad been postponed 
front the f%4tbof Feb. ty,tbe 1 4th^or April. 
This was true, and no. inteuttop 0 pearecTdSV 
denying that it had been iq 
fixed fbr the 13jh of*Janvary. . r # 


Mr. ixhtritUm said, thftt*iA had sp gjfeat 
j respect for die counsel^ but sty! 

! that he oftght to have been somewhat mo»e , 
i liberal. If 4h^allegatioti in the petition 
Was not 4 mm Meenood, it fit (east m 

Da> # . 
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pitiful A^arication. He moved that Fjre- 
riek HoiJbinY^ called in. 

- ; .Along: conversation then took place ’witli 
vesj>ect to the propriety of examining Mr. 
Homan, he being Implied by* the allega- 
tions* of.^e pfctiPiqp. However, on the 
motion of Mr. Perceval it was carr.ied, f j 
*hdt the allegations agarftsflV^r Homan wefe ; 
not well grounded ; aifa he was* therefore* 
admit ted>« a Competent witness. 
i c^-* Mr. Frederick Hom/fn examined by the 
• * Jtjouse. 

v We*e you |tre?ent at a mesttng between 
Mr.«Sh*wimi syad Mr.’^qikd', on the 0th or 
JOth ofM* Thfe 10th J \d*s present! — At a 
meet i n g * 3rP S om erset Place ) *■ Yes.— l^jkjL 
Mr. Drake empcupon any request of Mr. 
pt didjyir.^Drakeapply to you ? Mr. Drake 
called upon hie oh the 10th of Feb. in die 

■evening-*, 

jthe count 
head, 

. Hampshire ; that he was going to set off at 
4*he next mornigg, c tt> take possession of 
a cottage he had purchased in Hampshire, 
and wished to/ee Mr. S. that flight ; I told 
him, I w a^Jo dme with Mr. S., and should 
engage Re should see* Mr. S. at 7 8 

o’clock. I went to Mr. S’s. to see him ; af- 
ter 1 had been there sometime, he came in 
with Mr. Weatherhead, whom he intsqdu- 
■ced as a clergyman. • Mr. WeaU|£rbead*ahtr 
J, ond Mr. Ward f sat In the parlour bt JVfr. 

* S’s. for some Time ; we had general conver- 
sation ; at letigtli Mr. S. came in from, I 
believe, the bouse of commons, about 8 
o’clock. *WfcenMrS. came into the. roofti 
to he saluted, Mr. Drake and Mr. Wea- 
^herhead were sitifhg at some distancarfrom 
Jfiim, and Mr. S. took a Aair, and sat at a 
considerable distance from Mr. Drgke ; there 
# *wns w#om # for more than 2 or, 3 chairs be- 
tween the* chair oa which M(. -S. sat and 
»* Mr. Dgtke. yj^ere was a general conversal 


suppose, along with Mr. Drake; flOj-sir, 
fcaj/% he,* not as chaplain ! Oh ! Oh ! lays 
Drake, immediately ' correcting himself, it 
is his brother is a clergyman* this is not a 
clergyman. Mr. S f . certainly made no offer ; 
there could have been no offer made to Mr. 
Drake tnateevening; as Stated in the petition. 
On the Ktfh # of Feb., I remained in the 
room with hfr. *S. till Mr. Drake and* Mr. 
We*£herhead left the hoUse. Ongoing up 
stairs to Mr.*S% dining-room, he said he be- 
lieved til at Drains was a very great liar; 
that* ho did not Jhppose . that hetfnad been 
hunting with 3N^/CobJ)ctt, for that he be- 
lieved that Mr. CobOett would not take no- 
tice ef such a fellow, and’ that he would not 
be concerned in such a fjtfsiYieas with such a 
rascab; and, says he, that story is like the 
story dJU^eiThisbedbrig which he has got : 
Is a aam^Jrd li&r. — Had the conversation. 


u ^He told nfb, he had returned froiqfLhe 

buntify that everting with Mr. Weath*^r *is to Mr. Drfot£’s x^aving been with Mr. 
; that he had 'been in a-.chaise to j Cobbettftf Hampshire'* %gnn orevtous to 

MnVtiMM m jWnit.M in AAi aA* rti I ^ t O * _ — * * - - lb*.. A il... - - - rtnfl • . . ..iK O i 


. * - ~ 

ii^hifd made infthe ho uve nig he, 

‘that he had given notidfe of a motion. Mi*. 
*Drnk£ told Mr. S., *he had been in the 
■ cot%tfy, in^Hampahire, and had been hunt- 
trig there with Mr. Vobbett. t stai 4 there 
the whcStetur.e 5 there was no conversation 
rfouta havPiakcn p'aqp without rny hearing 
tvard, who v.a.<t present. « borne 
>ime nfHHj ivir. Djake^cfifnte in or Jfr. 5. 
carte &Mb&\vbf) fharfcentleman was 

3d ; Mr.- Drake said he was a par- 
uculaftrieM of hist a shipmate of his, Mr. 
■^eatlvfrbesd y I replied, h{Lb a clergyman ; j 
Oh l 3<i ^‘ou s<>KGcdis ehaplaim l i 


Mr. S’s. edming into the room, and in what 
way did Mr, Draft st qto ^rr rT^elf to have been 
in Mr. Cobbett’a house ? The conversation 
began with Mr Drake stating himself to 
have&een liunting in Hampshire with Mr. 
Cobbbtt, before Mr. S. cerac into the- room 
but it contirfaed after Mr S. came into the 
room :*MrJfDrake said, that the only way 
to g«t to ffi. Cokbett’s house was through 
liis stables and a very dirty vyard ; that h« 
lived in a mqje pig-*stye.^— Did you ever hear 
Mr Drake say that he must leave town in 
order to take the command of the Thisbc 
sloop, or the Sisbe sloop, and that he was 
under oiders frqpi the Admiralty ? On Tues- 
day the I remember being in 

company wrhh Mr. Drake. Mr. Drake told 
tmfh3t he wa^appointed to the command of 
the Thisbe sloop ; sometime afterwards he 
said Ant it was a*brig, and that if Mr, S. 
would -apply to the^Vdmiralty, he had no 
doubt they would permit him to stay in town 


_ v !*• uwuui uuej 

ii 041 .after Mr. fi.jcame in, on some Ns^few <hy^ if it w^s to serve his cause. — 


When MV»D{ake #aid* he must go out of 
town tlie nex^fi'vy* dftPHSrl 1 '^ ■'♦ell Mr. 
Drake he muinrjy in town, and desire him 
to call at Somerse# House the «next day ; 
and did wU Mr. S. state that lie, Mr. Drake, 
rnnst on wo Account l>e absent when the 
speaker warrant required his attendance ? 
Mr. J§. .certiunl^’ di^^-Did Mr. S. ever 
utter one word Vke holding out any reward 
or inducement fe Mr. Drake, or Mr. Wea- 
therhead, whatever ? N«vcr in my pre- 
seqrce,— Were you present at the examina- 
tion of Mr. Harrb by : Mr. Justice Graham F 
l Was present. — Was Mr. Weatherhead pre* 
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sent ? No.— Did you know that when Mr. the magistrate* That evening y 4 t ^dled ou 
8. sent Harris to be examined by Mr. f*ra- nTe, I abided him if he hadyv^ttedf a # lett*^, 
ham, he sent a special message, by Mr. 'and got it signed by Mr.. S.« as was stated by 
Johnston and yourself, that Mr. Graham JIarrmin his examinations y he srfid that he 
should get possession of the letter «ptetended had given Harris,* letter, # but that Harris 
to be signed by Mr. S , have it sealed up and was a very gr6afraacal fc mid a fc&lqyv pot to 
marked, and give notice to the ^pfcaker and^ be^depeaded on,# and made use tjf some w- 
Mr. Pauli’s solicitor that it riioufcl be forth* ry improper language; at the gam* time h# 
coming to the house.— WJiat^was the mes* j told me hd boa gfit die letter, and that Mr# 
Sage Mr. S. sent by you and Mr. Johnson S. gave it Harris: l told him* that Harris had 
to Mr. Graham ? Mr. S, desiiod Mr TTnhn- stated in his examinations, which VereJ^- 
fcon to request Mr. GraliMa woulddteep the ken by Mr. ‘Graham, that Drake otftjined 
letter, it, and let Mr. P^ul it .solicitor a sum ofmyney fora ldtfeofor Harris, jthat 
know that the letter wasfto his possession, Harris gave him c.ouro o£ monw^ for the 
in Mr. Graham's possession ; afV$r his exa- letter ^hich he ootaine^ for hii^; signed by 
jm nations had heepLlaken, to keep dailoUer, Mr. S„ and he said it is not vfVmsiel dbout 
and not to let it go^nto t|c yew 's hanX* any fjarris, he is a very*great rascal* but he dare 
more# — Did Mr. Harris shew any reluctance j hot appear, he is afraid of ine;^ i,,b«ve 1 
to accompany ycu an4 Mr. Johnson to be written two lettys to him this wefek^’deui- 
exa mined ? No, Mr. Harnp***went «witj^ ring h*m to keep out of the way, and not to 
great seeming plcdsun^twr^vi shed that h^j^pear I told him dertaml fl that in wr^ 
character JjiTTSfeared up ; a*-spn?e peo- frng thosp two ldltcra it appeared to me h<5 
pie said he had obtained the letter in an inf- had injured his character very much, iu dp- . 
proper raann«N*J*^w ishftl that every inves- siring a witness, w*m had been served with 
tigition should t ike pL\ce ; and he ga^ his an older to attend thls^ouse, to keep out of 
testimony very fairly and candidly as U ap- the way ; and as to the other letter,«I said, 
peaicd to me, vuthoukany reserve.'** I suppose it is of no consequence, but your 

i^Cros*' rx amim'iL jay Mr. [Ptyrfa, on •Mol/' letters will injure* yo m; own chjtjuer. I 
oj the Petitioner | told him that. He then said that hje did 

€t What is you i situation mUe) I am of- not care, that he*woulcl get the letter*; that * 
no profession at prebent.-w-Are\ou a gpntle lud used him very ill ; he had been 

man living qp your means 5 I have heewn-uaneiiig a(*er him many years,, and made 
concerned in the flbur buvncss # in Ireland,' I liirq^ariy pi onuses ; and that he was offer- 
have pioperty in Ireland ; I do not S3y that ed money by the other party, *and that ‘he* 

I atn concerned in the flour business at pro was detei mined to give Mr. S;up — Did you 
sent, but that is the only occupation I have •> ly to Drake, it would lie a good dung if 
been concerned in longtime you he could get that letter from Harris ? No.— 

left off that business 5 t ltjsajf when I Did you say anything about getting the fat- ■ 
found it unpi ofitablc, about 1J months ago terl/om Ilaim* No— fWh^ndid the ac** 
'—Do you know Drake’s faUcr i I knw a quaintnne© betwdfen you and Drake begin ^ 
person whom 1 believe to be Drake's fttmer ; That evening — ‘Wa^t^ere any ^vine dtank* 

I cannot say whcthei lie n Drake’s famer or that dvemng ? Yes.— Much ? No# noi f 
not, I have no reason to doubt it,— Did you niuch. Mr # Drake to^l me l!&t evening 
evei w-nteto a pel son vAom 31011 suppose to 'that he could drink 0 bottles of claRpt with- ^ 
be Drake’s father > I dul. — Did von beliewf onjLaffeclinq h'm ; and I told him, as # an 
him to be* Drake’s v^hgjrjou wrote* irishman, 4, had uoobjec&on to tike afepi-' 

to luniJ-'i. did.—* 13 o ypvfc^kBto now that you Aeof i*me with him. He told me he wSj^*" 
only j/Ippose him to beD£&i*h father ? As an irishman, Una few dqys ef rrwards hi* 
to supposition 1 do not know* I have no rea~ father told me he was not an Irishman -j*A£ 
son to doubt lus being I JiakeV father.**— this fi%t meeting between yofl^and* Drake? " 
Where do you live ? At 29, Knlghtsbridge. you *\t ckwn and took w.i«e togcMl ?• Yes,' 
Did )ou ever hie in Frith-«street ? did.— — Did^fty furihef 'Conversation ®ke * 

Did 3 ou eycr s(efik*ake in Frith 'Street > between yotuani Drake i kt » 

"les. — D.d ?ny conversation take place on took j>toce, T %-ecoyert.— flfpwr earned 

the subject of a letter to Emanuel Harris * you to vPnte gutter to DrftkpVfather J On 
Y«?s. — State what that was. On the 10th. ef going to Mr. S’*, house, another gentleman 
Feb Shrove Tuesday, Drake came to voy ho Was ^beve, and J, %lviscd.Mr. 8, to 
iionse. The day before that,, the Snwsttjp* have DiilkejjKl^Veatheiheail botli brpughf 
^ion had taken place before Mr. Gra h.im, before Mr. dmiaXi? the^jgUtrafe^wid to'. . 
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try if w^Jlwdd not make out a conspiracy 
betWeenihe^; and 1 wrote two notes*to 
Mr, brake’s rather, to induce him to comer 
tp. that meeting in which we intended to 
bring him' to the magistrate.— Had you any 
cornnjunipatiou with MrTS^pn the subject of 
%g||ibse lexers ; did Hfe know that tjiey wpre 

. jvritgen ?Jffo, Mr* S. never knew that I wrote 
.toblth^orany other perfoiftl believe, except 
those concerned* — Didfae know of it ? I 1 
iltever ,mrt tioned it to him:-— Did Mr. G rabam | 

, Jmowjof it ? No* he did not,— At the mcefc- 
s ing t at Somerset Hbnse on the loth of Feb., 
who wafLoresent ? Mg. Dr^ce, Mr. Wea- 
therheadTvr/^Ward, Sherid^i, end 
youf hurxjM^ervant. — Do you mean to state 
that yon hegrd no conversation upon «tfc|K 
subject of money, between Mr. S. and Mr. 

Dra^T^t that-meeting? - Certainly not, and 

no such conversation could have taken place. Mala A 
— Did notSM*. JS. say; I believe Mr. Drak e, Q ha. — Were 

' • ■ i t : - a . tr ^ .i 


you are poor, and I ha\ie it mow in my powSF merset Hecise durincf^H^he time, during 

'I *1 • 1 •ill 1 *1 *_L, O JT\. .1 f.. \ T * 


to place yon in such a situation as will make 
yo^com/ortable ? . No. «ior nothing like it. 
—Were any other letters written to Drake’s 
father besides tligt yod have mentioned 1 Not 
, by roe. — ITo.you know of .any other being 
written to Drake’s father*? No, I (Jbnote-- 
Did not you appoint a meeting between Mr. 
S. and Drake at his own house i I wrote -to 
bito for that purpose. — Whom did^vou 
write to?; I wrote to Drake's^lberT^ 
. dare, say you .have the- notes tnere^- — 
#— I just asked wtfbther you knew or any 
,o!iher letter besides the one you have men- 
tioned } I wrote two notes.— Besides the let- 
ter ? 1 wrote no letter to him.— I understood 
. you to state, that you had written a letter to 
•Drake’s father? I vS-Qte two notes toDrfke’s 
father,— Did not Drake g<f from your house 
•to Edwardsis, to mee; Johnson r Jl do not 
Jtnow^liere he went to from my.hcsose ; I 
•did not accompany him.— Did not Drake go 
J.from yp$r Ipube with Johnson, in a hackney 
m Poach, to *W£t 4 Mr. Sheridan l . J do jiot 


*kn$W.- — What w$ the date of t^e last 99& *down witH^r. Jphnspn and M r. Harris, 
^flfDnike’s. father ? I cannot say what the who was a Jew iw $eb£d n*lWI0P B UK v 4r. Gra- 


y date was, but J know it was for the 'purpose 
of getting him to appoint a meeting, for tlie 
purpose ,of .Wringing* them to Mr. Graham’s ; 
ciievdMhere was nothing more «iban 
or ** Monday.” — WW it not 
LonfofBlrday, (he ofc, Bh j I do 

qffydt might it tp meet 

M^ s $befjdift\on •Sunday ?%beiie*ieft was. 
- 7 - When? was it to rqget Mm>. ?• I really do 
not knavfyvhetbei^4t vvas at my^hous^ or 
Mr. S.*«i»bSat I advised Mr. b$ng 
Aktm >,hi* bomfer W not wtaiu 


whetlier it was- hot rfty house. Mr, Drake 
wished me to go to his house, but 1 did not 
choose to go there, fend also to bring Mr. S. 
there, to his lodgings* — Do you know whe- 
ther Mr.*S. has a son of the name of Charles 
Sheridan? No.— A brother? No.— A ne- 
phew, dc gny other relation ? There is a 
person of that name who lives with me ; we 
live together ; hq is unwell, or he would 
haveuheen h&e.— Did not Alex. Johnson 
and Drake gmtagether from your house ? A; 
Johnson? Mr. Ward* and Mr. Drake, and I 
believe^or 3 m<ie went away t cither \ I 
cannot say wheijjfibev went to.** 

Exammed % *lhe House. 
t( * Apm what patt of L^lapd do you come, 
anq vWat are youl fanSy ^JSy family are 
from the county on Westmeath; in Ireland. 
—Are xpuai]y relation to the bishop of Kil- 
nepbpw to the bishop, of Kil- 
ent in the room at So- 


Which Mr.^. and Drake were’ there ? I was. 
—Did you hear alPthat between Mr. 

S. atd Drake ? . I did.— Were you so situate 
as tube able to hear every thing that passed 
betw^n Mr^S. a nd p rake ? I was, I was 
nearer to Mat S^lhan Drake was ; ther^ w as 
no lorir* tone rot voice made use of by tSe 
company, >td5 it was impossible for Mr. S. 
to haye xm$ any *>ffer to Mr. Drake or Mr, 
jJWeatherhead, that evening. -g-You are cer- 
tain nothing then passed' tyhich you did not 
hear? Positively. — And you are certain 

nothing passed between them on the subject 
of money ? Certainly not. — What were the 
circumstances thafc induced you to think it 
desirable Jhgt MVf-Brake should be carried 
before Mr/feraham ? From the substance 
oi\he examinations that were taken before 
MMprabam.— How came you acquainted 
withVhose examifiatibns ? I was present 
when the 'examinations were taken before 
Mr. Graham .-*-Whdt induced you to be pre- 
pqpnt? Mt,*S. requested that I would go 


ham), andso^Mt his examination yas ta- 
ken.— You not. having been employed du- 
ring the election, what led you particularly 
td Jreeroplttyed on this occasion ?■ Nothing, 
bat as a particular friend of Mr?S. — Did Mr. 
Harrisprodmje ^lie letter ? Yes, I marked 
it.— What is bpcomerof that letter ? It is 
in the possession of Harris, I believe.— Was 
npt one of the objects of the examination, 
tteit the letter should be delivered to Mr. 
Xmlmiih sealed up? Mr. Cftaham gave tW 
letter back to the Jew j lie said he had beta 
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■e'rVed with an order to produce it. and he 
would" produce it,-““l)id Mr. S. rtfcke^ny 
promise to Drake, of giving him a place of 
profit, at that meeting at Somerset House ? 
No. — Did you state to Mr. Graham* the ma- 
gistrate, Mr. S.'s . request, that the letter 
should be sealed up, and preserved*? I am 
not certain whether 1 did trnug; 1 think' 
Mr. Johnson did ; and Mr. Graham said, he 
did not think himself adlhpri^d to k£{ft the 
letter, as there had been an « oader served* on 
Harris to produce the letter.— —Mr. S. has 
stated, V he gave expreis directions to you 
to convey it to the magis£ate, that he might 
seal up the letter ? * He expressed the wish 
equally to Mr. Johnson and me.— Didt you 
deliver that •niatfage tor the magistrate ? I 
am nQt certqhf that I did]; Mr. Johnson was 
the principal person ; he attended the next 
day, and I did not ; I Know Mb-dfrequest^ 
it, but I will not say th#*«M&ivered it.— 
If yott did not dejiirr the message yourself? 
did you htar it delivered to Mr* Graham In 
your presenc^^I do mt remember that I 
did ; but Mr. Graham kept the letter that 
day, and I understand it was returned the 
next day.— Do you recollect the day when 



arris gave tb$ letter *to Mr. 
%Ves ; Monday, the 9th of rup. — 


Gvaham 

, _ , , ^ _ What was 

the evening on which Drak&camg.to your 
house, and whefi there said\o have been 
the conversation about this letter? The neit 
evening. — ifitl Harris make any difficulty in 
giving the letter into the hands of Mr. Gra- 
ham ? Harris partedjwiththe letter rather 
reluctantly, imul^Mt^ Gotham assured him 
it should be safe," he returned 

the next day ; blfe wished to 

have the letter to .'SraS jpfdre'- 1 he house.— 
How happened it thatljjrake<anife to - u ouf 


X. 


* and 
as he 


house on the. I Oth ? He was sent 
brought to my houfte.~vBy, r whom 
sent for ? By a person of ‘the name of Ad- 
wards. — For what puiJ>ose? t To investigate* 
the business respecting thei^&tter, and t ;o 
learn what L have already < la ted to tbw 
house you # ,wjj^to examine him 
abou/thi* letter ? ^ / w^fvid.% and Mr. S. al- 
so, from tjie extraordinary statement which 
had been made, by Mr. Harri^ of the bu- 
siness^ wi^Hd to have it investigated* fill-. 
ly ; and th« -was no other way of investi- 
gating it than by getting s this mafi to ’my 
house, and having witnesses present.— You 
desired Edwards to bring hum to your house? 
Yes. — Did Mr. S. know of dm being, at 
your house ? t Yes, Mr. -S. wished he should 
f be examined in respect to the letter, in jfrlia't 
spanner be got the letter. '* t 


Mr. Charles Wm. tFqrd 
. J t he House. ? . ^ 

xt Were you present at a &nversatk>n hi 
Somerset Place with Mr. WeathefhcacU <tftd 
Mr. Drakes whei^Mr. S. citme in, about 7 
o' clock ) I — Where did D^ake statu 

himself *0 have been, and what^did he state 
as to the necessity of his retuininp again fs> 
the country ? Q Tftat;he had been in Hamp- 
shire^ hunting 4 n the company of Mr. Cob- 
hett 5 that be had a* cottage, Whic1: he Jiad, 
lately purchased, In Hampshire; 'Jhat ha 
had just cope to town'.— Did Mr. S. ^ever 
whisper with-Mr.^ Drake, or havf^ny coit- 
vef satjpn in a w ay which could jot be heard 
by any person in the room £- It was' ira«* 
possible without my having beard it.— Did 
Mr. S/ offer any money, or any .things what-* 
ever, to Mr. Ityake ? There was°npthing 
offered in my presem-e. — When ^dr.' Drake 
seated that he was at ^ut to ‘leave town t^e 
next morning, What did Mr. S, say? That 
he must not leave town, that he must be ii* 
the way.— In what character was Mri Wea- 
therhead introduced In the character . 
pf a clergyman 5 1 and, on my observing 
that he must be chaplain of the ship, and 
Mr. Drake hesitating, Mr. S. asked what 
Ship he was chaplain of; Mr. Drake said, 
it was his brother was a clergyman ; that he 1 
W£s frequently making that mistake. — What 
dm Mr. £ declare was his intention and mo- 
tiv^for 'desiring them to call the next - mor- 
ning ? I qnderstood it was/ that they should 
be in the way. — Did you ever hear Drakq| 
say, that he had received considerable sutfis 
of money by a legacy, or by prize-money ? 
By a legacy.— Did you ever lies? him state* 
thajt be had got the command ffi a brig, or 
sloop, and mnsi: go down to take’ the cotft- 
mand? t That hb had got the l> command of 
the Tbisbo brig-; this was on the* it>th ; ar d 
that hfe must go on the following morning, 
which was the , 1 1th. ’* # 

Cross-examined ly Mr Clifford, on It- 
■ w half of the Petitioner. 

€t How long have yon been acquainted w»*h 
lieut. Drake ? J saw him for the first time 
upon the 10th of Feb. — Where ? Aj 1 Mr. 
Homan’s in Frith stredf.— At what tune 'Of 
the.day >/ About 8 or [) in the ; evening.— 
Did ) ou gO away in company with himT> T 
did. —Who else were of the' jtoity-t/' 
away in company With hipn ? Mf^Tjhnstonfikid 
Mr; Edward '/ — Where .did J bii go tt> ? u To 
Mr. Edwards’s house in South-street.— 
Whom did you meet Mr. E,dVardf»'s ? j l 
did not go into tlie v house. —Where didryou 
go afterwards* t2b< evening? To*the beit 
dooi*„ Mr. Thomas Sheridan’sf-^Dtd you 
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incet Sheri dim there ? Yes. — Had 

you p^evibus^ffone to Mr. Homan’s, by ap- 
pointment of Sir. Sheridan, the father, or 
Mr. T. Stferidan ? I was at Mr. T.^Siieri- 
dan’s at dinner, 5nd Mr.^desired me to go 
. to Mr. Hpnoaft's to%e$ this^rake. — Do you 
tnean, th^Mr. S. the father, or Mr. T S., 
4esired you?. Mr. S., thb father.— What 
was the conversation thdt took plaice between 
you and Mr. $ /as to what had passed at Mr. 
v^gpiauV? dr in the coach ? I stated the in- 
tentiods Of Drake, and that he -w anted very 
ipuch to |ee him*, tliat it was necessary for 
him to g^put o^town l^neftt morning to 
•his ship,^nfethat he mustgo that nt’euiiig 
to Jus agenttwur money.— What answer did 
he make? That he would *ee him— Was 
he brought in, and did Mr. S. sec him ? No j 
Air. $. went into the adjoining house. — How 


GJH 5, ISp?".— Mr. Faults Pe&ti&n*respecting [4$ 

Drake ai an acquaintance undoubtedly,, and 
Drake introduced Mr. Wetherhead as sTper- 
fect stranger.— What was the surprize Mr. 
S. expressed at Drake introducing a stranger? 
I do not know how to answer that question, 
1 cannot distinguish the kind of surprize. — 
t You have stated that jf&u were nearer to 
Drake at tlfts sheeting on the 19th of Feb., 
than Mr. S. wps ? f Jtfo, I was not nearer to 
him^ut I was 'standing before the tire.— 
You certainly* luted that there was no whis- 
pering? * Certainly 1 did. — And that nothing 
could have been sited, or said the^, which 
you should not^live heard? Certainly.— 
How cairns you to pay such particnlai atten* 
tion*tjth# conduct oi Mf^Sr/ihai day ? Bc- 
causef I suspected Jihat uierk was some im- 
proper motive in bringing MrrWetherhead 
there.— Did you know Mr. Wetherhead be- 


many persons were inyhe room where ■ Mr. Ufore^ I bad heard Drake’scha- 

IJ. and Mr. T. %. were% when you went fgiracter, and wifelrtlWijought an acquaintance 


and stated this? Oniy«Mr*T. S., .who sent 
.for Mr. 6.— Did Mr. S., before you weni 
from dinner to the hgus^of Mr. Homan, tell 
you the reason he wigjjed you to go there to 
fee Mr> Drake Yes.— What A?as the rea- 
eon > ThatJ»e understood Drake had so’me- 
thinglSf importance to cotnmunicate.to hi^y, 
and that be wished me to go and * ascertain 
whar it w^as before he saw* him, being re- 
luctant to «ee him.— Did Mr. S. 

'thing against the character erf Drake> 
He stated generally, that he believed hk^vas 
If had character. —l)id*Mr. S. s^tc any rea- 
>*on for believihg him to be a bad character, 
within hid knowledge ? That lie had been 
‘Jiving an idle life on the town, a dissolutg 
l$fe.— Do jpi mean to say, that Mr. S. stat- 
Jgi that leading an idle and dissolute lif^was 
jwo of of £ bad character }- fl made, that in- 
ference.— Did Mr S w atrttte tipae be desiml 
f you to go to Mr. Homan’s, $ay any tlftng to 
you 4s to any acquaintance Witli, him during 
/the Werfminsifrplectian l No, he did not. — ‘ 



r*r — ©/ — S ' J — — 

there j were you desired to meet Drake? 1 
was* invited to dine with Mr. S., and was 
Waiting for ms return from the liousi* — Did 
you, before you went, know that Drake was 
*Jpbe there? I did net.— Was eny sfcrprize 
S . at Drake i*troTluuing an 
of tfci3 description ? was j 
aurprifced' atNpaeihg two gastlemen in the' 1 
room. — When you say that he was surprized 
seeing two gentlemeu in the* room, do 
you mean that he^expregedffiy surprize nt 
/feeing Strangers, or tbaHtoe ; acknowledged 
hbegi aT^cquaiatance ? # H# acknowledged 


there, I Hsbught theyw^p#Hiny)ar,A“H:ui 
you not lit^rd Mr. Drake s character from 
Mr. S ? X had, ^i‘the k&6f . — Were you 
not desired to come there by Mr. S on pur- 
pose to be a witness of what was going on ? 
No, £» was a&ked^to dine there — Did you 
ever hfcar Mr. S« say any thing about the badj^ 
character of St ake, till a charge was matle 
against Mr. 9 . himself? I heard it upon 
the lVth ofjfFeb.-*-Did you ever hear any 
Ntiing against the character uf Drake from 
Mr. S. befon^ the 40th 'If Feb.? I never 
hedrd his n^une mentioned.— rDicl not Mr. S. 
on the lOth of Fob.^fwhenbe mentioned the 
bad character inform you tliat 

Drake wa* against him ? 

He did * 

^ikDid the§entWmeo who were present at 
Mr/toman’s cw the eveping of the J Oth, 
leave Mr. Homan^for South- street togethei ? 
We did, in the saint coach. — Did you go 
away togetb^in consequence ot any propo- 
rtion or ;ip a»emo^t, that took place on the 
“evening ofSbeyOth 4 j tlr. Drake e xpressed 
great anxiety to^^SVlr^S. HlaUi^tTvig, tho 
only eveuing^Mfiadi Mr. Kdwarc!% got a 
cpacb, aud 1 of pofom went with that.— Do 
you knowfhat Mr. S. was brought from sir 
Gilbert Heathcote’s to Scwp^itreet ? I 
mentioned what i knew to MfTT. b. and lie 
wrote a note to his father Mr. S* — ^What 
conversation passed betwqen Dr^ke and 
Mr. S. when Mr, S.c^meto Somerset-place? 
li was entirety conhned to Mr. Drake’s new. 
purchase, and his hunting with Mr. Cobpett. 
jAran Graham, Esq . ejpaniint d by the Houpf. 

* „ Do you recollect receiving a letter from 
Mr. plieridan, desiring you to do Mr. S. the 




favour of coming to Somerset- place, to exa- 
mine a person ? It was the (>th -of I*;b — 
Have you the letter with you? J hate. [ Mr. 
-Graham deliureJ it in, and it was road ] — 
What answer or communication •did Mr. S. 
receive fmm you upon l!ie subject ? 'Hie 
person who brought me the leltai \vas a Mi, 
Johnston, belonging tt> thf- thwtre. I re- 
turned for answer, thM I*di(| not think it at 
all proper to go down To Somerset House to 
take the examination ; that if the p:!rty had 
done any thing improper* which inquired an 
cxamm&ion, if the party was sent to me, I 
would take the examination, — In consequence 
ofthar, did Mr. HarrK, accompanied by Mr. 
Johnston aryl Vlr. 'Woman, attend vo;i? In 
about half an /nouf aftei wards Mr. Johnston 
returned witlf a man by -the name of Hat ns, 
and said he was tli* person whom JVIr. S. 
wished to he examined. — Dio Harris %we.»\ 
to the examination ? 1‘ tfibK his examination 

in writing, ami he signed it, a. id swore Jo 
it. — Ilavc you the examination with you ? 
Jhave; it w^ 1 Liken in two days, because, 
hefoie 1 had iinished with him, I was obliged 
to leave for a business which required my 
attention, and l finished with* him the next 
tjnorning. — Had not you :• eommuftieation 
from Mr. S., thal it was lii c * wish.that you ; 
should keep the paper with \ notice to the j 
Speaker, or to Mr. Panics solicitor, that it | 
should lie forthcoming ? Such a request 
was made to me by Mr. Johnston. I did : 
keep it one night, not on account of that, I 
but because I had not finished the cxamhri- J 
tion ; when the examination was eloped f I 
should have thought it ’lhghly improper to [ 
keep a thing which w as to be produced. — j 
Did you mark the letter ? I made lnm mark | 
the letter, to sec that it was the same ’t*ttor j 
that T returned agaii^ next day. — AVayMr. S. j 
present at either of the examinations either 
day? Certainly not.-^Did Mr. S. see you 
to converse w ith you respectjW the exami- j 
nations, or did he see* the (Cami nation tryi 
last Sunday ? Tire only •V^nmmication I 
which passed on the aubpef w as, tli »t f sent 
a message by Mr. Johuslofi.'i Think that I had 
gone throifgh the exannnation, that I was 
perfectly satisfied iu my own miifd that liar- j 
ris had got the letter from Drake, and*ih it | 
I wished he would send Drake to me, thal I 
might learn whom ?i? got from. Mr. Jolin- 
fiton afterwards called to tcM me thal he had 
seen Drake, and endeavoured to prevail on 
him to come to me, but could not do it* — 
# Did Mr J. know the particulars of that 
examination ? Mr. J. was present at the 
examination. I 


Emanuel Harris examined h/ tje House. \ 
How came you first to ve Mr. J£hcnd.*.n, 
onto go to Somerset-* pi arc ? I was sewed 
witliVu Speaker's warrant fmm the house of 
commons by M^Jioswefl of Gosport; he 
applied to ;wy several limes forOhedcttcr 1 
received from Mr. Drake. — W^s any money 
or fcmptaliop ifeld out to yo;i bf Mr. 
well, or *any otfier, person, to give up that 
letter ? When Mr. Boswell served mo with 
the warrant, a day or two after nicfcjne, 
and says, Mr. Harris* -do you wlmt any 
money? J said, no * Mt. Boswell, il’hero 
was a gentlcftian V/tlie 1 m pie of, Mr. Joseph, 
w ho •keeps a shop at Gospjj^; h^ said, 
Harris, do you hear what Mr. ‘feflswell said 5 
I said, I do, sir ; he then said, will you go 
up to-night with me iu a post-chaise?. J % 
said, no, sir ; i am going up, but I ahull go 
up in the stage : I dfrt not go up that night, 
hut anight or two fitter. When 1 arnv«cd 
in town, on the 5tlf of Veb. I was not scarce 
half an hour in my house when Mr. Boswell 
and Mr. Jukes, tk*i linker from GAport, 

. arrived at my hny*c ;..they came and applied * 

! to me for The letter I had from MT. Drake, 
sighed It. B. Sheridan, Treasurer of the 
{2«ivv. • 1 immoefintoly went away? I told 
them to wait a little, 1 would Dt them know., 
iu a minute whether 1 uooid let them have 
not. J made mv way out of tlrj house, 
and wn 1 •over to Mr. .Sheridan’s house; I 
hv.'^in H • ly w ell -street. • When I wtMinto 
Mr. Sheridan's, I saw Mr. Tlurgc-i**, he was 
there, and I told him the ease, th.d tin re 
w\ two gentknwn at my house ; I Ire. e a 
let lor so and so, which I have by me ; there 
are two gentlemen wajit it: I do i.ot knw*v 
whether I do ry 5 ht to deliver that letter 
of my hand-*, as I have a Speaker’s wait at*, 
which b «Jnll obey.* 1 \vi j »’t n\^iy. Mr. 
Burge&s told Air. Jukes and Jhr* 
that he would send lliem to Bow-street, if 
they came to inquire for the letter*, which 
.tlv'y had no right to do; how i ver ihcydvcut 
awav tint day. At that* lime Mr. Ber.y . 
said, fir. Harris, I, shall ce:nc to yuu*p4&- 
scntly again ; 1 said very well, sir. 1*1 o 
came to me about an hour aue/; l said.-^hoy/. 
do y<*i do, Mr. Thugeis ? he said*, how c2o 
voeVlo Mr Harris ? He said, I shall he y+ ry 
happy to see you this evej^ng, rboftt *V , 
oVb*#k ; 1 /aid* l will at ten. i o- \ j he 
at homy. He came and<jvkcd # will yonjiav e 
the goodness io w elk* over tf) Mr. fchcYi dan’s ? 

I hid, and 1 took tlie.lctter w *h me, and 
shewed fr to Mr. Mierid tn. ‘After a fow 
wduls I and they applied for fgu *• 

letter again, and I tolu Mr. Burgees of if,* 
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and Mr.lBu^gecs and Mr.* Sheridan advised 
itie to \£t thertt^ave the letter, which I tofd 
them I could not by any means ; as 1 had a ' 
warrant item the house of commons to 
produce it, 1 shohld cett«u4jly obey it. They 
said, Uiey*thought n^ouhTn^t be any harm 
for me to ejve it up; I said, I could not .do 
any thing*)? the kind. — Dicfrnqt Mr. Burgess 
advise you to deliver tl»£ litter to" a messen- ( 
ger of this house? I do say so. — Had not 
yqg another letter, some considerable time 
before^you had this letter, purporting to be 
signed bv Mr. SJferidan ? Yes, .pretty near 
a month aUlare s^y ; b< 4 i^g blotted, 1 shewed 
it to % my fritmds, and a^keiTthem what they 
thought crfSwe letter ? they said, it you can 
get one with*the signature of it more plain, 
ij will be better. JL went back to Mr. Drake 
and wid, I should thank $rou, Mr. Drake, 
if you could get a fetter signed more plain^ 
By Mr. Sheridan, 4 he Treasurer of *fhe 
Navy ; but that letter had Sf . P. tq.it, which 
. I tli ought not proper, as there w r as no par- 
liament — What w^s iJfe distance of time 
between your receiving the first and the 
second* let ter ? A bout 3 month?, when JVlr. 
Drake wa^ so long about giving me’ the 
othefletfer. I will tell ^ou the particulars : 

B I paid him for the letter, I gave him money 
for his trouble. 1 says, Mr. Drake, if you 
will get me a letter which will be of %j$eat 
service to me in my business, jmu shall not ’ 
■ do it for nothing : he said, well, Harris, 
# what will yoflgive me? I said, will a 101. 
note satisfy you ? he said, yes, as you are a 
neighbour, I do not wish so much as 
that ; I will be satisfied with 5 ; how- 

* .ever, Mr. Drake Jias had to the amount of 
^> 1 . 8s. of me for the letter. — When Mr. S. 

# expressefl his surprise at your believing it 
possibly fot him to»have signed 4hat lett&r, 

#*did yotf' not state that admiral Colpoys j\nd 
admiral Parker, «nd others* had signed 
• 'such ddheys?* Yes, and I can name the 
pasties 3 it is an usual thing for geptleaicm 
._1 q .give such letters. There is the fluke 
rof m Clarence ; Mr. ^achariah haS one. — 
Did you not go of yourself, voluntarily, and 
jgite your evidence to Mr. Graham ? I cer- 
tainly did. "Wheii I applied \o Mr. S. I 
sgjd I ‘would advertise IVlr. Drake, when I 
g*Veard th^ l^er wai» a forgery.^ ^Vlr. S. 

is a pity to # d« tfcat; he will 
** reWiye his punishnAit." 1 wished seve- 
raf times to Advertise *him, fccause I could 
*^aot find jiim. — "VSJas any raearft taken by 
jjflpfrr. Drake* to pffer you money, *or reward, 
get that letter out possession ? 

. •'There gentleman ofThe name of Mr. 


Dawes, who can prove that he offerfed.me 
moiJfcy ; - and he said he would take am to a 
place, and I should not come to any harm. 

He offered me 30 or 40 l., and I said, I " 
would not for any sum give the letter out of 
my hands to any person. — Ter whom is the 
,letter addressed ? I hate the letter $ it is to 
captains a#l commanders of his majesty's 
ships of war.. 1 * h jpve the letter here. He 
statesUhat the signature only was Mr. S's. 
writing. — [TheMetter was read, and is as 
follows :*] “ Loialon, Nov. 3 , 1606. — Sir, 

“ The bearer isla respectable trtdesman 3 
“ and if you ^fll permit him to serve the 
'* shipuuder your command, I am certain 
“ jTitfico will be dou«rf<?> eyery man on 
“ bo|rd that employs fiiih\o fit him out 
“ with clothes, &c.; and ffl-nso doing you 
“ will greatly oblige your obedient. See. t 
“ R. B. Sher idan. Somerset Place, Trea- 
fC surer of theM^kvy. To Captains and 
“ Commanders of His Majesty's Ships of 
° r War.”-**Had you yourself ever any per- 
sonal knowledge of Mr. 9 *C*hand-writing ? 
No? — Had you ever the slightest intercourse 
with Mr. S. before this time ? Never before 
the 5#h ot ifeb. last. — Was the first or the ^ 
second letter a»nnected with any conditimuf 
that you shoild procure for Mr. S. any num- 
ber of vote/ for the Westminster election ? 
No, snot o/e ; >am sorry to pay that I did 
""iipt get one vote. — To the besSof your know- 
ledge, what became of the first letter? I asked 
Mr. Drake what became of the first letter 3 
and he said he destroyed it, because he did 
not think two should be in circulation. — You 
gave it back toj^r. Drake ? Yes ; I asked 
him how 4 tebeqame so blotted, and he said Mr. 

S. dried it with the cuff of his coat. — That 
way 3 or 4 months before the second letter 
was^btained ? Abouta month, or 5 weeks. 
Cross-examined £y Mr. Clifford , on behalf 
of ih%Pelitioner. 

Look atg|Rat signature (R. B. Sheridan) 3 
St appear stake blotted, does not it? Yes. 

— Were ykaJ^eseni: wfi efl th qLbiotting took 
place ? I do Vet kootf!— WiiSB first that 
letter was dSlTtered to you, was Are any 
blotting on the naifle of R. B. Sheridan ? I 
cannot say whether there was or not.— Was 
thtre any blotting upon the name there, 
after you came to town ? That I cannot 
answer. When I waf Served with a warrant 
I took and locked it in a trunk of mine in 
the same piece of paper it is in now, and I 
tbok it and kept it at home, and never had it 
but of doors since. — Do you mean to say you 
cannot tell whether that blot on the name Sf 
R. A. Sheridan took place before or after you 
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carqe to town ? I do mean to say so, I 
domi know. — Do you mean to say that blot 
did not arise from ink thrown upon it by 
Mr. S. in your presence ? I cannot say 
that, because I know nothing at allabout it. — 
Did not you deliver that letter after^ou came 
to town into the hands of Mr. S» ? Not ou^ 
of my sight. — Did you d^ivei^ it into his 
hands ? I let him ltevc* it # into his hand,, 
and take out a copy m it. — Was th^re an 
ink-stand near, when he had4t ? It' was in 
my sight, and if any person had toflehed it I 
should have seen it •; I s fyr no person touch 
it. — Will you v^tfure to f^wear, that at the 
time you deliverqPtf to Mr. S. the blot was 
on his name ? I cannot say any thing about 
that, for I fo«k no notice of it. — Had not 
you been in~-«ie habit of using that letter 
day by day at Portsmouth, for above 2 
months before.you came to town ? No. — 
Where were you when'^ou were served 
with the Jjpeal^r’s summons to attend be- 
fore die . committee ? J 11 Mft Boswell's 

house at Gosport. — Yoi? have stated that 
Mr. Boswell asked you if you wanted money? 
Yes. — What did he ask you if you wanted 

S money for ? 1 do not know ;#hc asked me 

if I would let him have fche lelter for 24 
Sours, that he would give me bank-security 
if I would, 10 or 20l. That I edn bring proof 
of by respectable persona, Mr* Joseph of 
Gosport. — Was the bank-security for the* 
return of the lettef, or for his ^ot keeping it 
beyond the 24 hours ? I would not let him , 
have it on any conditions. — What did lie j 
offer you bank -security for ? For returning I 
the letter. — You hate stnj^d the names of 
different persons whose letters yo«thave seen * 
used ? I have not seen them ; I have heard j 
of dieir being used. — You have stated, that 
you went to the magistrate voluntary to j 
give your evidence ; lit u^io3e desire end you 
go ? My own, becauS^ I wanted to have it 
advofised in the paper $ I wgg,not satisfied 
with having a forgery, in m^possession.-^ 
— When was that ?*•! have gfcrfed the date 
upon the better, Ms tfie ^tlf of Feb. — The 
letter,/ 1 think, you stated to* be dated the 
3d of Now, ? Yes. — When did you first 

discover it was a forgery, and think it ne- 
cessary to go and make your complaint to # the 
magistrate ? When I was told of it. —When 
was that? Whenrf applied to Mr. S. — 
When did you first apply to»Mr. S. ? When 
I first came totown, the 5th Feb. that night. 
—Had you not been using that letter ft>r 
the purpose of selling your slops, till ydu 
law Mr. S. on the 5th Feb. at night? I % 
tod not, because J locked it up, and fvould' 


not make any use of it, after T was 
served with the Speaker’s warrant.# I had 
been in the habit of delivering letters into 
men hf war, where they have faken them, 
and torn them, and thrown them overboard , 
and I was afra’d of tl^if serving •uthi* letter 
the same. — When were you served with the 
Speaker’s warrant? The 1 2j.li Jti n. is tie 
date here; I cannot exactly, state whether 
that was the day — I believe it was the 
20th ? It might be. — Did you Pt’gr sug- 
gest to Mr. S. any dqi4>t of the signature 
till you had been served v^th the. Speaker’s 
warrant ? I^ieve:* Spplied^tP Mr. S. till thd 
5 tli ofrFcb. and then he told, jj*e so ; atul 
I said it was better to advertise Mr. Drake 
if I could not find him.— How came you not 
to apply to Mr. S. if you thought this, a 
forgery, till yeu were served with the 
Sneaker’s warrant ? J did not think it was 
a^irgery till the 5tfl of Feb.— Who told 
you so tlien ? Mr.*S. — How came you to 
go to Mr. S. to ask him about it ? Because 
I was served with* 4he« Speaker’s warftnt ; 
and these people applying to me for the 
letter, I went and masked him wflether I 
might give it up or not. — When Mr. Bos- 
well served you wfth the Speaker’s warrant, 
did he not tell you that you were to be called • 
to support the petition of Mr. Pauli ? He told 
me i was to apply to the house of commons 
on the 24 A of Feb. ; and he asked me if 
I had" not a letter in /ny • possession, s*igne(J 
by R. B. Sheridan, Treasurer of the Navy, 

I said, yes ; and he said, would I let him 
look at it ? I said, I had no objection. 
Vie asked whether I would let him take, 
a copy, and I did. — Did not you know, 
from Mr. Boswell, that it was on the bf& 
half of Mr. Paul! that you were summoned l 
Yes.—H«>w came ytfu-to go to Mr. # S. ? Be- 
cause, several times they applied* *to me 
for the letter, and that *was the oij|y reason 
1 went to Mr. S. I live at Portsea, ind Mr. 
Boswell at Gosport; and every now* and 
theft they sent over to die, and asked met • 
for the*letter. I did not think it proper *t‘b 
give it them ; I told them I should go up 
to town, and have adviqp upon .it : I woi Jd . 
not adt upon my own opinion. — When were 
thosfe Application^ first made to ycju by these 
persons ? # Several times aftci^ I was served , 
with file prafccpt. * ^ . ’ .. 

• , Ex am in erf iy thg Hoysc*. . v 
Did you vote at the electfon farjWest min- 
ster ? Yes!— For whom#? For Mr. S. — Did 
you vote before you received that letter?* I 
1 believe it*wRs Q %> r 10 days afterwards. — Did 
you apply to Drake in the first .instance te* 

I * £ 2 • ** 
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get the first letter ? I asked him for it at, 
•a plate where I was. 1 took him with me 
to a’ meeting one night.— You stated that 
you knew several persons in your trade- who 
havte letters of that t description : did you 
apply to*hiiff for a letter from Mr. S. ? I 
said*, if he could get me a letter from* an ad- 
miral ; I ditl not know any tiring, of Mr. 
S. — You have stated that* you were present 
when Mr^S. took a copy of this letter ; 
who was. present besides you ? Mr. John- 
ston was in the rborfn^Did you not think 
the nulue of the person who fills the office 
of treasurer of the n.ivy, wokld have a 
better «efiecf^yoed to his letter, than*cven 
the name of an admiral ? 1 do not know. 

r — What use did*} ou intend to make of that 
letter? For an introduction.— flow was the 
introduction to be procured ? When I have got 
a letter of this^sost in possession, and l go 
alongside a ship, I hand lt up the side, saying; 
I have a letter for the commanding* officer 
and tli gy look at it if they please to take it 
into the ship ; then if*thty please or not to 
admit ihe.person who has the letter. — Would 
you not prefer a letter frefrn sir Isaac Coffin, to 
a letter ffoirvthfc treasurer of ^the mavy ? Yes. 
Mrs. Butler examined bif the House. % 
Have you sufficient means.of knowing the 
character of Mr. Weatherheacf? Yes, I have. 
His brother, whenever he came to town, 
lodged at my house ; and wheneveMie cyme 
ho asked for his, brother; and he has of ten 
sent for him; he is a poor unfortunate per- 
eonj he was born in the year 1/tiO ; here 
- Ss his age. — Wliat is your opinion of Mr. 
Wcntlierhead, and would you believe his 
testimony on oath ? ¥ could not believe his 
.testimony at all ; he is a man of very bad cITa- 
rdfcter ; he used to go out and be torn all to pie- 
ce% and Jus brother vfois quite ashtenad of 
lifm. — Is ho of that reputation you would- 
n«t beliey^lnm upon Tiis oath ? I *would not 
Eeiieve him for a*farthing, upon his oath. — 
With Vhat company # has he as.».ociatcd ? Tfce 
’Lisf time he was in my house, he \yas in 
company with Itoberisoif, vho was hung 
lately^ that was a few days before Robertson 
wqp taken up; i«ncver*saw him till, this even- 
ing again,, and then he. went away the*mo- 
jnqptiie saw jne. — Was he acquainted *vilh 
»persoh of. tl^eTiame of*Bazcley # ? Yes, he 
liv*d with tjftr same woman <, Ilazfcley Jived 
Wfth^gii-l c/fthc nanriteofJJlicy allis*—' Ro- 

bertson was* hung*? Yes, and Bazeley too. 
tyoss-exavi iiled by Mr. Warren on If half of 
* the Petitioner . 

,What"i& this house of yotif f ? e lVfy house 
is the Quvtt&’a Head.— What do yoi^deal 


in? Spirits, and porter, and* wines, and tell 
'sorts bf liquor. — Is it a house open hr the- 
night-time? It is open for the market in the 
morning. — Is it open all night ? No, it is* 
not. — The greatest part of the night ? From 
between 3, and 4 in the morning; l open it 
ikon. — Did \Jbu know Rdoertson yourself 
Yes I did. — &nd # Bazeley too ? Yes. — And' 
kucy Wallis ? Yes.-*-^ ere they all your ac- 
qualitative ? They were none of my acquain- 
tance 1 but curiositf led me to know them. 

Mr. Pauli was ef&mined respecting some 
.letters said to have pissed between him and B. 
Hart. He acknowledged. s |l|| hand-writing, 
and was proceeding to ofraflRme observations 
upon the question to the house, vyhenhe was 
reminded by the Speaker of tl^e capacity in 
which he then stood ’at the bar of the house. 

Mr. B. Hark was ne*t examined. He had 
been employed by AJr. Pauli d tiling the elec- 
tion > he did not, however, consider him- 
self as Mr. Pauli’s agent. M« Pandl called 
at his house "and lqjft his card : he called a 
second time, and requested him to come to 
his house, Charles-street, St. James’ s-square, 
which he did, when Mr. Pauli entreated hinr 
to exerf his influence to procure him* votes. 
About a* week after the election he had some*' 
conversation wyth Mr. Pauli and Mr. Powell 
respecting some suspicions thA had gone 
abroad *about* bad "votes said to have been, 
given to Mr. Sheridan, and they recommen- 
ded to him to endeavour to procure informa- 
tion respecting that matter ; he however 
soon after fell ill’ in which state he commu- 
ted some weeks, and had f not seen Mr. Pauli 
since. * 

Mr. Sh&idnn was proceeding to ask the 
witness several more questions, respecting 
his employment during the election, whether 
he did Accompany 2^1r. paull in his carriage 
to and from the hustings, &c. & c., when 
# Lord Hdwick observed, that his lion, friend, 
according to We own principle laid dow#oa 
a* former occasion, thought it best not to 
touch upon trapfenenrl conduct afthe elec- 
tion, but merely upon *the allegations con- 
tained in the petitim^ * 

Mr. Sheridan said, that such \^as the ob- 
ject lje, had in view ; but he thought it ne- 
cessary, at the same time, to ascertain, the cha- 
racters of the persons who were made the 
instruments to attempt to prove these alle- . 
gation.4, and carfir on one of thq, foulest T 
conspiracies that the malignity of' man had * 
ever conceived.— ThO’ examination and tes- 
timony of the Inst witness was then ordered 
.9 be expunged from the minutes taken at 
he bait oii the ground that it entered too- 
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mucla| into the merits of the petition to be 
entertained by the housed • • 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that, if thte house 
should deem it necessary to adopt afiy further 
proceedings relative to’ wliat was disclosed 
at their bar, there were several other wit- 
nesses in readineftj whom, pefhap's, it 
might be thought necestearjP to toll in, a* 
they might possibly cortobgrate many of the 
particulars which had nmen from the other 
witnesses, or fill up some trififcjg chasm* n 
the evidence j for his o\^i part. However, 
he did not mean to trouue the house with 
any further evidence^ but was perfectly sa- 
tisfied to let his case rest where it was. The 
papers which # had been moved for that night, 
by a noble lord (Howick), would be suffi- 
cient to shew that there was not a word of 
truth in what had beets said t^ r Drake and 
another, who was thought to be a principal 
witness on the part of the petitioner. 

Lord i/w’ifAtfigdared his firm conviction, 
that a foul and scandalous conspiracy had 
been entered into again$t*the silting mem- 
ber; and in order that the house might tiave 
an opportunity of judging more precisely as 
to the quality of the evidence which had 
^•iiecn adduced at their bar,# he moved that 
the evidence be printed, which was ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr. Whitlread obscnfcd, that it snight 
be neceesary to take some measure to secure 
the future attendance of the witnesses at the 
bar, in ca<-e the house should think fit to 
take any further steps relative to the nature 
of the evidence which they had heard. — The 
house then ordered,* that jhe further pro- 
ceeding on the Westminster petition and 
evidence should be resumed on Friday the 
15th instant, and that the witnesses should 
attend on that day. J 

Mr. Sheridan thought H but justice to Mr 1 . 
Cobbett to slate, befoi^ the rising of the 
house*, that notwithstanding wfi^t Drake had 
asserted, he was fully satisfie|that he was^ 
entirely unconnected with JL.t/ scandalous 
proceedings which* had be£n taken aguipst 

House of c<JJ«moks. 

Friday, March 6, # 

[MiNUTfcs,] Mr. Hobhouse, chafrifian 
of the committee appointed to try the 
merits of the Wick ^fectioi>, reported, that; 
the sitting member, Mr. Mackenzie, was j 
duly elected; and thffr the petition of Sir 
John Siriclair against bun wa$ hot frivolotis 
for vexatious. 

[Conduct of Mb. Cawthorne.] Colo- 
nel Wilder, seeing an hob. general ii his 


place, wished to khow frofn him whether 
it. Vas his intention to bring forwlyrd tjie 
fnotion, of which he had given notice, for* 
the expulsion of a member not .n6w present 
(Mr. Cawt horde).* It waf painful to th* 
hon' member, who' w^s Hhe objetf qf that* 
motion, liat the matter should remain lob-’ 
ger in suspense* It was also Seairable 
I the house that the^uestion should be brought 
to a decision as soon as possible. 

General Porter saVd, that no wan was 
more anxious than he .that this 'matter 
should be ought to* % •speedy^ decision, 
which must jbe equally cjpirable to the 
house Jhd the gentleman who v/ap the ob- 
ject of the motion. But the Amuse having 
thought fit to appoint a" committee to in- 
quire into precedents relating ’ to expulsion, 
he could not pqfrsibly proceed till that coin-. 
>mittee should have made its report. That* 
rd^ort being now before tliff htmse, it w^s : 
his ii^ention thi*day, if the chairman of th£ 
committee alluded to had been present, to 
a day as early as con|fstgit with the conveni- 
ence of that hon. gent., and that of the house* 
He would “now merely state, that lie in- 
tended on Monday to fix as egjrly a day at 
possible* consistent with these object?. 

[Call of the House.] The names of 
the defaulters at "the ballot for the Guilford* 
election committee, on Thursday, were-' 
called ove*i and those who bad no excuse 
to offer, were ordered jo attend in •their, 
places on J’uesday, *and in* tfie event' of 
there being absent without ‘excuse on tha#‘ 
day, to be taken into the custody of tha 
serjeant at arms. 

Mr. Perceval took occasion here to say, ‘ 
that* he did not look upon what was stated, 
from any parlictilaf side of the*house on. 
efises of this kind tohuthe law.* IJe shoiiVaT 
take ilie liberty of exercising his owm. judg*% 
ment on cv«ry individual case' till the house 
should have pronounced uppn jt. % On the* 
occasion on which he had been a defcml- . 
ter,* he had been in attendance at the bar . 
of the house of lorjls, in the discharge pf ‘ 
his professional duty. It was not for him* 
to say whether that would be^ in the sfcnse^ 
of th® houfe, an excuse ; but he wished * 
to know from the sense of the hotlse whe- 
ther h*s absence wa^criminaHn such easel. 
He wbs un^filliiig^to depend on"-vbat might ' 
be the sense of onaPsidewof the hepfeor dt 
any individual. * • , • # 

The Speaker stated, Jjhat it w^s the law 
of the hoflse, that defaulters should be takqfi * 
into custodj* The order now made was hat * 
a xl<rt2& thkt 'tfui K'w woiitefhe en&tdwK 
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. *Lovd II. Petty said, that this proceeding 
t>f taking defaulters into custody was, «s 
had b«?n stated from the chair, the law 
of die hotiye. But it was open to the r house 
to Exercise its judgment on every indivi- 
dual c:i ;e, anjl either to enforce the law, 
6r dWperfse with Ks enforcement, upon 
stffiicicnt excuse, or at itg -pleasure. Biit 
i? was to be* understood «th sit, cgenerally, 
it w'ou’d be enforced, and that was the 
reason for making it a particular order on 
every particular occasion. 

[Slave, Tr a de^'A hoi.it ion- Bij.l], The 
houSfc, cir the motioi^ of lord Howick, 
resolved itself itito a committee ^ the 
$lav» Tr.i«fc%, Ah il it ion bill. 

fciir Charles Pule opposed the measure, 
not, he observed, with a view to the con- 
sideration of any individual interests, but 
ns an* object of the t utmost national im- 
portance. 4h<vit tluj year l/THO, there 
were 15,000 persons destroyed by a hur- 
ricane in Jamaica $ in case ot such hn event 
taking -place again, it would be found im- 
possible to uphold tlfe ^ate of property in 
the islands, without importation. On the 
other hand, if the trade was not permitted 
• by parjiargieiri to be continued, it. would 
be found almost impossible to prevent smug* 
•«gling; or even if we did oompleatly aban- 
don the tiade, it would be immediately 
taken up by the enemy, who would increase 
and strengthen his navy by tlime means, 
sipd we might spon expect to sec the down- 
fall of the British empire. A*d least he 
thought it might be expedient to give 
the planters time to add to their number of < 
female slaves, as a probable means of laying 
the foundation for a 'better supply in future. 
Me therefore moved, th^t instead of May, 
*607, the words May, 1812, should be in-* 
sorted, a» the time fof the commehcoment 
«tf the operation of the bill. 

. Mr. JVftrd contended that oilr colonies 
would neither be injured nor ruined by 
the operation of the immediate abolition, but 
-that on the contrary they would be benefited 
thereby. The disproportion between births 
find deaths had been forseveral years declining 
4tw Jama icq. -And the beneficial operation of 
this measure would, leave the effect, of 
reducing that disproportion -still more. • Be- 
sides,' the population wdbld be ^epS up by 
flip kind, Jpeatment, which !t Vtould then 
be the interest of Abe, planters to ^jftond 
to their* nbgroes! He should pfefer the 
{ejection of • the whole measure tp voting 
i’qn the extension of its commencement 
forgive yws, which would / tfc 5nly a com- 


promise of their consciences, and a (^ap- 
pointment of the wishes of the people. 

Sir Philip Francis argued in favour of 
the bill. He maintained, that the abolition, 
so far ffpru being injurous to the navy of 
this country, would be advantageous to 
our maritime strength* by preserving our 
•fceamen frryn the mortality which * took 
place in the prosecution of that trade. If 
'it were to b£ oril { a question respecting 
the navy of thi# country and the navy of 
France, fee should not have any objection 
that the whole ofCthe French navy should 
be employed in that trade \ and he was con- 
vinced that our na^r Would maintain its 
superiority, whilcthat of the enemy would be 
reduced still lower than it \va? at present. 
Nothing tended so. much to the calamities 
that had ruined St. J)omingo, as the un- 
limited powdr that individuals had of in- 
creasing the disproportion between the 
black and the white population. *This bill 
would extinguish that pr/GTer, and, there- 
fore, secure the tranquillity of the British 
colonies. 

Mr. Fuller would be extremely glad to 
bear by what regulations the lion, member’s 
father (Mr. Wapl) kept up the population, 
on his estate in Jamaica, and there could 
not be the smallest doubt of all the other 
planter', be'up; extremely obliged to him, 
and most cheerfully following Jus example ; 
He’ had heard something 'of its local situa- 
tion,. preventing the negroes from mixing 
with those on ihe estates adjoining $ their 
habits were different and that might in 
some measure account &>r the difference in 
the maintenance bf the population on that 
particular estate. He cautioned gentle- 
men, however, against being led away 
by fake notions of popularity and huma- 
nity. Those who weitf planters themselves 
might easily raise a -clamour against the 
truelty of thecplantfts, &c„ but he would 
have gentleifl^ to recollect that the West 
K*idies had hggp the support of the country 
for many years?* bot!i # as to seamen and 
revenue. We^inight as well say, Ob,, we 
will not have our uhimnoy swept, 4 because 
it is a little troublesome to the boy, "as that 
we should give up the benefit of the West 
Indies on account of the supposed hard- 
ships of the negrq. • • 

General Vyse ^indicated the character 
of the planters for humanity: but sup* 
posted the bill most strenuously, on the 
ground that there was a most shameful a- 
huse of the authority delegated by them. VJ 

Sir jT. Turton observed, that if the mea- 
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sure! of French iniquity was not yet full, I bctat this day found a man in civilifed F.u- 
weshbuld surrender up to them this guihy | /ope who would profess hinself arf advo- 
trade, that we .might acquit ourselves of* cate‘s torture ? — so would it b$ with the 
any further charge as to this heinous of- j -.usve irade. As to die necessity ^f delaying 
fence; whilst it might complete* threat 1- ! iis abolition, what . had. beejt 3suid ? They 
logue of our enemies’ crimes, we, at the 1 set >ut, liid f he nobfe lord, with tBe pro- 
same time, might liope tojiave taken onet po’-b on Thar the^.dave trade is irtyman 
great step towards averting thS wrath of uujj/, '»d the© they propose to prolong 
Heaven from us- V • • that system of ini notice, and continue five 

Mr. H. Addington supported the amend- yeai , more the practice of that inhumanity, 
rnent ; but at the same tinfe recomnmftkd Mr. Canning took a view of the subject 
that a parliamentary conjnission should be , in thr-e different rektfqjis, with respect 
sent out to every island in the Wot Indies, to Africa, the sla>je merchants,’ and* the 
and that parliament might afterwards lay slaves themselves; the arguments advanced 
very high duties oc the importation ot slaves l by the^hon. baronet (sir C Pote% appeared 
into every isfcmd where the traffic was found to him to have been completely overturned 
to be still carried on- by the statement of facts advanced by the 

Mr*. JVhitPredd thought it would be a gallant general in support of them ; he 
most tedious and impotent measure to wait was decidedly ffcr tht* most speedy abolition 
until we had the report of as many ol th * of so disgraceful a tra®c. • • 
commissioners as might chance Lo reach Mr. Bathurst • tljpught the immediate 
home with tlm^eport, and then leave the abolit oif of the trade, imposible. 
measure in a gritfPh^ieg^ee to tfie discretion Mr. Barham was of a contrary option,’ 
of the governors of the different islands, and thought that thffm&sure, to be effectual. 
But there was one point which he thought must be speedy. • 

to be particularly worthy of notice? the Mr. Perceval warmly contended for the 
& council for the planters had ibkuowledged necessity of immediate abolition* — The 
*‘at the bar of the house of Ibrds, that it was question being loudty called for, the commit- 
intended to have several new pieces of land tee divided. • ' 

cultivated, for which a fresh supply of For the immediate abolition - - 175 

slaves was wanted ; and Miere # was aftother Against ^t ------- 17 

point to which I15 thought it necessary- to . . - 

advert; did the gallarft adnfriral opposite Majority • - i 58 

suppose that we, as Christians, could hope, * .. • 

when visited by the wrath of Heaven, as 

he had staled, with ^ hurricane, could we • house of lords. 

then hope for a blessing fr©m the Almighty Monday , March 9. 

by setting off to Africa to rob aTRHnurder [Scotch Judicature Bill.] The Lori 
in order to recruit our stock ? Chancellor statedtthat he had received a lett#P 

Mr. Rose entered into a detail of the fjom the lord president of the Court of 
various proceedings gf parliament, and the Session fn Scotland, "addressed to*Jhim 
opinion of the most ^eminent public men lord high chancellor, .purporting’ to be a 
for a century past as to this trqjde. He con- Memorial from the College of Jtatiae, which* 
eluded by observing, that hw late right was signed by the lord president and # tep 
hon. friend (Mr £itt)*was In his heart m other judges, with a note gf dissent from th© 
most sincere abolit joiiist, qstflTfll as himself, four remaining judges. It adverted to the 
though there was sorrft; difference of opinion bill before the House for the better 
between them as to th^Best means of car- regulation of the courts of justice in Seot- 
ryin^Uafcqjrinfiple into executiog. land, and • stated, thst it fras «of great * 

Lord H . Petty opposed any further dp^iy ; importance that they should be permitted t& 
he contended that the authorities cited by lay before the hdus^ certain conSideratiohfc 
the right hon. gent. # were not conclusive ; relative to tlyt subject. As h© could not, 
011 speculative truths the mbst clear and in- from the foftn of fly memorial, neve thaf v 
controvertible, there had Seen in all ages it should be now laid upon Ilie^tahJe,* he * 
men of probity and wisdom who had thqir wished to receive their lordship's instruction 
own peculiar and exclusive sentiments. Iji as to the course of proceeding* which hp 
Jhe parliaments^ of France how long was it a should adpjj. He therefore moved that 
subject of discussion, whether torture should the lords slioulfl^e summoned for the next , 
•e sanctioned or not ? And yet could jrnere day.— .Ordered. # # 1 
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PAUL- ^EBAJTESJAikcHg, 1807.— Slave Fwjf jl WOrn'Mll. 7®fti 


HOUSE OF /COMlfppS^ 

Monday 


\ day t Ma*ch Q. 

, , fMuTiif yB 1 l p .] The house, o« t helnotion 
$? .the Secretary at Wdr, having gone into 
a committee^ on thCf Mutiny bilI,V 

' . mi_ _ o ' 1 _ r/r _ 1 V 


jfervationS on th.e monjentp^s^ object of 
# the bill, which, y^ent to preserve the civil,) 
power from all possibility of military en- 
croachrffent ; be then read some of the 
jcJauses which he Wjjsjied to have made part 
©f the bill. Officers or soldiers charged 
With capital offences, to be tftvned over to 


and though he could not see how the ^pre- 
amble of the bill in its present form could 
be productive pf the ill consequences that 
had been so strongly apprehended, yet he 
would ctmsent, by omitting the two first 
linesf to put that preamble in a form less 


; The SemUary at War made a* few ob-1 objectionable. At the kame time* when be 

tk A i. ... r ' 11 y tL.t >11 aL _ r. ... - 


recollected that all the former proceedings 
of the two boure^of parliament, relative 
to the slave trade,* had been published in 
all parts of thb West Indies, and there cir- 
culated/ and especially the very resolution 
declaring the trade to be inconsistent with 
justice, humanity, and sound policy, and 


jibe .civil magistrate ; but no offiert to be ! that those publications were not productive 
ipso factb cashiered for not aiding the j of any disturbance or disaffection among 


the negroes ; he could not think that if the 
preamble 6lood in fts original ‘state, it- could 
be productive of the least evil ; this opi- 


krivil power, until convicted of such charge 
jpefore a court of justice. Another clause 
;was introduced and agreed * 0 , enacting that I be pr< 
a mark shall be fixed on the bodies of des<*r-r niort, however, should yield to his anxiety for 
|ers who have peen twice r guilty of dcser- I general accommodation on a great question 
Eton. Another clause' compelled* deserters 
Ip serve for life, and made such forfeit 
^4duiqnal pay and pensVah. A further clause 
required that no person should be sentenced to 


Jlke loss of life or limb, or to transportation, 
by a ^gerjerd court martial, consisting of 
less thap thirteen officers. The ch use re- 
lative to the enlisting money, as also that 
providing compensation for masters whose 
E^rvants or lat 


labourers may have enlisted 


like the present. The appended form of 
tlie preamble thenjproyvtfEdby thenoblelord, 
excluded the terms ** founded in humanity, 
&e. and substituted, for certain special 
reasons, “ it is expedient that the slave trade 
bo abolished*/' i 

J\^r. Hilbert said he should reserve' 
what hp had to say for a future stage of the 
bill. 

General *Vy*e 'Contended tliat the terms 


before the time contracted for h?»d expired, \ used in the first preamble, were butcharac 
4 — — 1 - — ' tcrestic of sr infamous a trade, and repre 


liade Abolition Bill. On the mptjon that 
&he amendments be read a second time, 

Jx>rd Howick rose and said, that before 
4he amendments w^re read, bq was anxious 
ip, a^yeti to whaj had passed on a •former 
occasion, . and propose, .what he flattered 
pitpself yfopld be sufpfcient to obyiate cer- 
^n obj(gtibi^ ; ip doing t^is, however, he 
bfgge^ to bapndetstooa as not in lbcslight- 
swefving from the opinions he 
£i|pdv 4 pced, and* slid entertained, of the 
£ripciples df the bill itself. He wished to 
jpY 5 g^itl^mePf who had Skirted their* ob- 
jections, every possible accommodation j 


sented the miseries of the wretched victims 
in a three fold point of view, the circum- 
stances of their capture and sale in Africa, 
those of theis passage to the colonies, 
and tfcrtUanner ef their reception on their 
arrival there. 

Mr. Hose thought, that the wording of 
the preamble as it originally stood, would 
have been productive of dangerous conse- 
quences among the^slaves. 

Mr. IViUiqr force could not see it in so 


aye rise to a short conversation between 
lt!r. R. Dundas, sir T. Turmn, colonel 
Barry, Mr. Rose and Mr. Secretary Wind- 
iram, when, after a slight amendment of 
the latter, both were agreed fo. The re- 
eling clauses, including one declaring 
l qegrogs in his majesty*# service free 10 
intends $nd purposes, were then seve- 
plljr read and agreed ‘to* and, on the. house 
Jtjie report was ordered to be re- 
.*yive4 tye aft?* day/ 

[StAve Th*qe Abolition Bill.] Mr. 

‘ "louse brought up the report of the Slave ialarroing a pAnt of* view, but had no objec- 
‘ — U:n ^ tion to the Aaendnoe'fft, 

Mr. Fullei^fSti himself much obliged to 
the noble lord the willingness be bad 
evinced towards general accTJmdW* ,, ’:bn on 
this subj&t: he could not however help 
adverting to the unfair and unhandsome con- 
struction that had been put upon his own con- 
duct in this business; be did not much like to 
see upon a forrfier night an bon. member 
going about the house asking ques- 
tions about his estate in the colonies, 
the name of jt, and other circumstan- 
ces, as if it were to detect him (Mr. 
Fultrt) in apy assertion that might not 




sot 4* Oirtfr 

sfao«j)d yrora -assert, any 


what was duo'dfem «*g» jmembeiHO that 
bonye* eodhebusw •}*> wbat *m 4»e foi* 
a emu of honour io hlmsejf.ii m *»rto 
pirtfol canter j— onn WOpr fr the Integrity of 
bio intewkros, ne.wpsWitiw# fora hwied 
him (o interpret every %mt*e§t»my into a 
dire si»it»uon of ProviJtoce. I}ift bad be 
no internal principle to guide Walk he had 
to suppose that character, aMeng itre’of an- 
cestry bequeathed bum, To* family wa 
well known and respected ip M0O7, andAbis 
was 1807 , and they wdre’octw, a* t bey were 
then — not oneof them indebted to any <>c- 
tiop or to any ministry for sixpence of she 
public mone) j they wet* then w prosperity, 
and no\y in the fairest way af-.prtwpeung, if 
gentlemen wonkl bet them W»p«t» A* for 
bunyrU, bo bad always xoMft In that bouse 
as a juror upon Jus ostb. He was not en- 
deavouring to get itNtgK the government, — 
he felt and acted as an independent man, mid 
was never an admirer of affected piety. 

Mr. Barham approved of the amendment 
vn the preamble proposed by tbeewble lord 
fljowick) on principles of policy. The*io»- 
pressipg upon ibegntadaot the negroes that 
it was by a violation of the laws of justice 
spd humanity that they came there, wenH 
be only fiHmg their minds with unavailing 
regret. |Je acknowledged- that tj»e ..prcula 
twn of the papers respecting the sboiiuqp ta 
the West Indies, was -rather a ajpgular sort 
of proceeding. Bnt, Mfth* same time, the 
negioes pm* bay* l.«*j4fiom t#t***bat the 
sent i meats cpncerulpg I t* inhiSpayils, in- 
justice, &c. of the measure were oply those 
of the minority, w -tbn ewntry^ Ue re- 
commended co®fi^t«m«sttw%,tmdob'» 
served, that wbatfmyBMMriMf' **»»( re- 
sult from the mode of grocSWidijtrg he (Us 
business, be had noth tag to do ’with therp- 
He disapproved,’ «f ifci&bsHfit. hot had 
objecuoos tothejtrauawpf rbgJUhiag it. 

Mt.Dieketftn 

which he fi 


l n\> ft 


w™ 






w* then p«rtfeuM% ettmtrnped. He 
hadron,* fpno&i Occasion,' when he nro- 
poa«4 ft** houf6»bfi intention of bridging 
in a bUl ftr the notation af the Copitg Jf 
Jusjjce in* Scotland, averted to the great * 
U»cafrreai$&ce which the house had already 


ter, tu eonsetjoence of the great number of „ 
appeal causes* aubmkted to its judicial con- 
sideration. He should, therefore at present , 
trouble their Jordhhip* with twa motions $ 
first, that an account be presented to the 
house of the number of Scotch .Appeals, 
frdfna the year 1794 to 1604 5 and next, an 
Account of the number of Scotch and frUh 
Appeal#, from a^ll to the present year , 
ISOy^-Ordqr^i accordingly. * 

The lead Gkmp*tt» having quitted the 
woolsack*, observed, .that be was indupfed to 1 
call the attention of their lordship^ to a 


amendment ; .but stjfl .amended 
measure w6uld iq the |m Ipstaace occat 
a v^aratioo of 'mtenats, and cpHloss betwi 
(Ms country and t be colonies* and ultimate- 
ly occasion an entire separation, unksytoe 
Von. IX, ' F 
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meraoVial, that the Co 4 rt of Session ground- felt, together with an unwillingness inde- 
ed the. present communication on two pre- cidtf a question of such weighty importance 
cedents jtthe first, when, in the year VQsgi on his own private opinion and conviction, 
the Courtrof Session made an application in With respect to the precedents referred to 
a similar fanner to thd» parliament of Scot- in the memorial, they would be found, on 
land t and tile, ottfa> that, in the year 1717, examination, by no means to fcpply to the 
)by ihp Aqt of Sederunt, the Court of Ses- J present case. Whatever might* be the na- 
tion did* apply to certain }prda* part of their ture of the connexion of the Court of Serf- 
oWn body, but who were also lords of par*, sion, with th$ purl/ men t of Scotland, one 
liament, communicating to them their opin- fact was clear, that no inference could be 
ion certain legislative measures then in drawn from that circumstance, in any man- 
the consideration pf the house. It was for ner aft&ting thetoractice or decision of the 
the house to determine whether such pre* house. It was unnecessary to enter into the 
cedents had any reference \ a the present minute differences: he should satisfy him- 
ca*e. ikixious as he was to obtain the in- self by saying, that the parliament of this 
structiotfs and opinion of so learned ^nd ve- coubtry was so essentially dj/fetent in its 
Durable a body as the Court of Session, and construction from the parliament of Scot- 
maturally alive to the feelings and wishes of land, that no act of the latter could be sup- 
his native country, he still could not forget posed as a justified precedent, by which the 
that he had to preserve the rights and jjri</ henfse should regulate itself. But the refe- 
vileges, l fie ’dignity and f character, of Ihe rence to the act of Sederunt, in the jjear 
bouse. With such in impressiwi , and in J717, when an applicatiopjras nstfde by the 

* so create and important a matter, he felt Court of Session^ tp rds of parliament, 

it file most advisable method to govern him- waj, in liis opinion, eqnally inapplicable to 
self by the wisdom and judgment of their the present case 5 because it appeared, 
JordaHips. r from an examination of that precedent, that 

Lord Gfcenvffle declared himself particu- the lords of the Court of Session applied 
' iarIjTsafn.fied with the 'motives and reasons only ‘in the manner of remonstrance, to 
which had induced his noble and learned some lords who constituted a part of their 
friend to apply to their lbrdships* for advice court, and also fulfilled the duties of lords of 
and instruction in the present case. But, parliament* He* felt it impossible for the 
though willing to give every credit for the house to receive the memorial * at the same 
caution w.hieh was observe!, he still must time that he sva* free to admit, that the 
assert, that the usages and fcwns of pariia- house might receive much desirable infor- 
suent, the practice and precedents of the mation from having the opinion of that 
bouse, were conclusive against the receiving learned body laid before it. It was in their 
pf this memorial from the Court of Session, power to avail, thembelves of the right of 
..Parliament had qniformly, for the best and pctitiqpbag according to the sanctioned and 
h most salutary reasons, denied to any person acknowledged principles of parliament. For 
, or body, the right or opportunity of giving hi9 own part, he wasextremely anxious to have 
advic^ upAn subjects submitted tQ its legttla- the house put in possession of the opinion of 
i* tiveMwyisyleration. This was of itself mpn- that venerable coAt. 'From some of the sng- 
datory on their lordships, not <*o receive the gestions of the metqprial (for he had also been 
coinm&nicotitfm alluded to by his noble ana honoured wjjh a copy of it from the lord 
learned friend. But there was a further ob- president) hi had received important infbr- 
jeciion, arising ‘from the uniform custom ot mat ion ; on Aber potato, he was Mill obliged 
.the house, not to allqw even petitions to be to dissent. A far> therefore, as he was 
laid upon its table, coming from any alleged personally cBncomed, he wished their lord: 
% Body, unless Uut body were legally and jus- ships to be enablrav^ 3 s*»leai^ ob- 
j’tihably entitled to approach the legislature jections df the Court of Session, toapnre- 
5 n a'aViKu^te c?p<icity. 0 He was convinced date the value of those arguments, which 

* iris’ n oh jj and learned friend felt i/pon this he should think it his duty to state, in an- 
. subject; he did ; aiyiotigfy lid was con- swer to such objectiofts. He recommended 

* s efou^ f the sijfiong\nd powerful induce- his noble and deemed friend to state, in his 
flMBH'hfch urged him to apply to their wonted Respectful manner* to the learned 

There VaS considerable attention person from whom be received the memo- 

be pa id. to the venerable and learned body tial, the insuperable objections which pre- 
Sfroin wlxim this comrm^ycatien was re- vented him from 'presen ting it to the hous& 
v peimk 'j’his bis noble and learned friend iford Eldon was of opinion, that although 
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the bouse could not receive a corotmmica- sure, in the agitatiotfuf which it th Jh hap*, 
tion from the Court of Session, urtheiften- pefted to be et?gaged.— (After softqf mrthet 
ner ia which the present memorial -was observations, 

made, yet it w?s of the highest importance, Tb£U*d Chancellor sau^'thajfbe would 
that the opinion and advice of so learned and take upon himself Ao makethff necessary 
venerably a body, on a subject which so pe- communi Atibn to th* lfcanSea lord •from 
culiarly involved their interests and duties, |Whom ho^received the memorial, vjWlbut 
should be fully in possessidh of<heir lord- in any manner Committing the hduse, of 
ships, before they wei% cglle^ upon to de- compromising its privileges or. character, 
cide on perhaps one of. Ike greatest changes sag 1 as a? 

which ever took place in tbo administration house of commons. ^ . 

of justice in any counter. «There wire other Tuesday , Mjipfk 10 . ‘ 

models whereby that instruction and infor- ■ [Minvtrs.] The folfowing are the 
mation could be obtained. For instance, it names of the Members remaining on the re* 
was in the power df the house to resolve, duced list of* the members choseiuby ballot 
that the measure should be submitted to*the to try and determine the merits of the Pen- 
opinion of the Court of Session, for the pur- tion complaining of an undutf election for 
pose of enabling it to gain beneficial infor- Taunton} T. S. Gooch, esq. sir John Au* 
mation from the report which should be brey, G. Bailliejsesq. John Pattisou,«e*q. 
made. There were precedent! for snob a fcir T. Mostyn, K. Morfis, escj. W. H. Fel- 
ling o^procedurc, and it was for their lord- lowes, esq. Cecil # Forrester, esq! R. Man- 
ships to actypt ihat which tended to promote^ ners, esq,* £. M. Mtindy, e,sq. Jbon. J. W. 
the means of the most correct* Grimston, John T. P. B. Trevanion, esq. • 

knowledge of the merits the measure. R. Holt Leigh, esq. * Voesinees $ sir J. ©Jlh- 
The Earl of Lauderdale expressed him* wood King, bt. right hon. N. Bond, 
self as anxious as any other noble lord, to [Petition of Mr. Cochrane John- 
i have the opinion of the. Com* of Session stone.] Mr. Whitbread stated, that be 
laid before the house ; but, afctbe same^ime, hejd in hrs hand a ^Petition from fltfliony? 
he wished to be fully understood, that in Andrew Cochrane Johnston, late colonel 
order to prevent any farther delay "in re- of the 8 th West Tndia Regiment, and go- 
ceiving such opinion, the lords of the Court vernor of the Island of Dominica. Before 
of Session should petition the house in their he opened the subject of it, he thought it 
individual capacity,*for only ia*t£at capacity proper" to explain to tjie house, that he Iw*d # 
could their petition be received. With not the honour of the petitioner a acqua in- 
respect to one of the precedents referred to, tance. He never saw him until yesterday*, 
it would be found by the preamble of the when he had a few minutes conversation 
Bill on the Forfeited estates, that the lords tfith him. The petition, he understood, 
of the Court of Session were only Jjjprd as had been offered to several members who., 
petitioners, or, as the bill more appro- had declined presenting it. In conformity 
priately recited, as supplicants. He depre- witli a principle winch he had laid cfown fop , 
catedfthe proposal of consulting the lords of hiitiidf, h# thought ifrkst duty to*prc%ent it. 
Session on the ena<Amqpt of 4 legislative at the Same time he begged to lje jander- /« 
measure ; such conduct would bfe,inconsis- stood as not being in the smallest degree 
tent with the character and fortus of parlia- pledged to the truth of the allegations con- 
ment ; it was a principle which the hortie tamed in it, /• 

never did nor could jeeegnise^ By the! Oth * The Petition was their presented ari 
of George I. parliament delved the Ccaurt read, ft stated, “ That the petitioner^ 
of Session of the right of Lplerfering in the previous to the pionth of October, 1803, 

' yet the house had served as an officer in the army^upwarfl*. 

did noPfonceive it necessary to apply for of twenty yelrs ; that he had risen ih regu-’; 
information to the lords of the Court <of lar gradation,' from the* rank of epsign tq, 
Session. Indeed, in * all cases where the that of Colonel ; that of his time of service;, * 
history of parliament Afforded an opporfu thirteen yfcary had born spent upon ’foreign ^ 
nity of inquiry, whether applicable to Eng* station^ f requentlyqffder ^ctrcumstirtfces^f * 
land or Scotland, he contended, that, how- great fatigue and danger j and, that, daring 
ever parliament might have deemed it ne« the whole of the said service, he hf d never, 
cessary to apply to the judges for their* upo n any occasion. Incurred the oensure or A 
Opinions on points of law, it never did com- dispKSShre t fenjt ene of h is superiors, but* a 
mit to their investigation a legislative i$ea- had generally the.£aa&factiou to meft with ’ 
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rtujf talked approb xfctolt, Th pt brevet gro- 
t&ifionfci'p the arm wart made according to 
abaiom/olMranlCp an dr th it for an officer* to be 
pissed ov’erMn sa^ prom otion is A deep dis- 
grace to hiti^ ' Ta it, in tft e afore said month 
of Ojtobev ftsJS, aS-iiret promo flbn of ma- . 
jor-gba^rals fo >k phce, in which promotion*! 
the muu'of yo tr petitioner was, purposely ' 
o Bitted. Th it. aenstbie* of t he di sgrace thus 
inftictei on him, and conscious that the in- 
fliction .tiis unjust, he immediately applied 
to His Royal High'$?9 4 t,ie Duke of York, 
t^en • and now cb nmuider-ia*#ihiftf of his 
Majesty’s forces, rto know the %cause of pu- 
nishment 40 severe and unexpected". That 
it wus 'upward* of two m rn ch* b efore he re- 
ceived any answer at all to this application, 
and tint he wis then informed of the cause 
of his punishment, by a letter fr om the Duke 
pf York, dated on the 10th of December/l 
1803, containing thE following words:—! 

* It is an invariable ru& ot the service not 
•** to \nqlude in any general brevet proma- 
* f tl&n, an officer «( whatever may be his 
04 rank) against whom their exist charges, 
•* the merit of whifch bis not been decided ; 
** bat, whenever an investigation shall have 
^ taKeb'placc, and, should the result prqye 

, •* favourable to you, there will not be any 
04 difficulty in your recovering the rank, to 
fl which your seniority, as colonel, entitles 
00 you” That it was with great surprise, 
that your petitioner thqs, for the first time, 
Ttearnt, that there were charges criming 
against him ; and, it was not without some 
degree of indignation, that he perceived, that 
be had been punished up*>n the ground of 
pjBfB charges preferred in the oark ; that 
.these charges had never been communicated 
t to him, *apd, moreover, tnat, even of the 
ea vistemg of which charges he wrs npt ffi- 
cTortaeih until upwards of two months after 
be had been punished , and had complained 

* ®f his punishment. That your petitioner, 
ispro receiving the letter aforesaid (Tom the 
Duke of York, l<9st no time in most earhest- 

soliciting his RoyqJ Highness ft) afford 
turn information as to the nature and pur- 
port of thp charges existing against him ; 
*but, tbkf, unto his repeated Entreaties for 
this purgose, no answer whatever was he 
*&k? to obtain, until the 28th day ofthe en- 
SRg rtotfth of May, when/iaffer having 
■Jgfclfi ***** of suspense and dis- 

- gr5c*fox six months; he was informed, by 
older of^tfae Dukp of York, that he, the 
jPuke of York, had now called npoa ftfajor 
Gordon (the ,accuser> to^tate whether he 
; staat'to bring forward any charges at all 


against your petitioner) Softm^ as yourdio- 
ndfirable house virill perceive, ymf petition- 
er was now informed, not ot the nature of 
the charges against him, but that the Duke 
of YorK had not yet ascertained whether 
there were in ejmtehce the groundswnereon 
to form any such chargfts, thcragh, as it will 
be perceived by your honourable house, your 
petitioner hadac£ua% been punished, upon 
the ground, as stfted by the Duke of York 
hfttnelf. that fcliArge* e*5^ed against yonr 
petitioner in ^hetpreceding month ot Octo- 
bei. That yonr petitioner, conscioua that 
no criminal charge canid, with truth, be 
preferred against him, impatiently waited 
forUe day ’of trial, which, however, to the 
great vexation and injury of your petitioner, 
was delayed until the month of March, 
1005, though, according to the Duke of 
Yofk's letter of the 10th ot December. 1803, 
the charges actually existed against your, pe- 
titioner in the month of Qp^oberopreceding, 
—a year afid a halt-wore it was thought 
proper to proceed upon them. That pre- 
vious, however, to the assembling of the 
court martial, before whom youT petitioner 
was sent, stigmatized with having now been > 
passed over m fivo general brevet promo- 
tions, sprue circumstances occurred, to which 
your petitioner humbly presumes to solicit 
the particular attention of your honoui able 
house. That your petitioner having stated 
to Sir Charles -Morgan, the then judge advo- 
cate general, his objection to Mr. Oldham 
as a person to officiate as judge advocate at 
the approaching trial, and which objection 
was founded upon tlfe partial conduct of 
Mr. QUUiam upon a«recent occasion. Sir 
Charles Morgan informed your petitioner, 
that, in consequence of such objection, ho 
had had an intention of appointing some 
other person to official at the court martial . 
but that he had recghtly received an applica- 
tion fitom Hfs Royal Highness the Duke of 
York, specially requesting, that Mr. Oldham 
might officiate* and.ffcat this had determined 
him (Sir Charts Morgan) to employ Mr. 
Oldham opbft tH« occasion. Thatyour ^ 
titioner, at no logjhs&ealSiMi e this 

interference, adhered the more resolutely to 
hit aforesaid objection j but that, though he, 
finally* and with much difficulty, succeeded 
in this point, he, to his great mortification, 
found, that, immediately afterwards, the seat 
of the court martial, which was, by the or- 
derof the Duke of York, actually assembling 
at Canterbury, whither, towards the end of 
February, your petitioner and several of bft 
wit4esse»had repaired, was, nil of a sudden. 
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removed io ChelsrtC not^Itb«ta»di^g *k® 
remotJstr&Toe of your petitioner, * 

let ter to the nidaje advocate geueral, dated 
on the 21st of February* 1805, *tai*<t* that 
" great inconvenience and enpeilce would 
* be occasioned by tins change, as Well as 
" the Impossibility of transmuting timely 
%t notice of it to the witu^ses,fpartiouLirly 
** those resident in di^art|pvtsot the kjng-i 
«' dom/' That, in spifc of all the disadvau- 
tages, by these and otbert theans creaVed, 
your petitioner was bolourably kcqpitted 
upon all the charges preferred against him, 
notwithstanding so much study and piepa?$~ 
tion had been uied fn the producing of thq$e 
charges \ th$t, not only was he so acquitted, 
but there was not brought out in. evidence, 
one single feet tending* in the slightest de- 
gree to shew, that the accuser Jjiunfself could 
■posdbly ever have believed any pne of th^j 
ch irges to be true ; and that it was glaringly 
evident, that whole of the activation 
consisted of faIsMhn^ynvented*for the sole 
purpose of injuring tn^Sme and the fortune 
of your petitioner, and of giving the colour 
of justice to the punishment which had al- 
ready been inflicted upon him* That your 
petitioner, upon the result of the triah being 
made known unto him, did, on the^ 18th of 
April, 1805, endeavour to obtain an audience 
of his rojal highness the* duke of Y<trk, m 
order to obtain, m the )u>t of irpijor-generals, 
that place to whicl? Ins scniomy^ntitled him, 
and in the obtaining of which he had, by 
his royal highness, been informed, there 
would be no difficulty , providuL the result 
44 of the court maftial yas favourable to 
4t Aim,:* That) our petitioner, h«^ijjg been 
refused access to the duke of Yoik in the 
firs^imtance, having *been unable by other 
means to obtain an v satisfactory mist* er to 
his repeated application^! tendered the re* 
bignat ion of his conmrt^ion as colonel, re- 
solved no longer to remain ill a service, in 
which he was so unjustly held in a state oft 
degradation. Thafc»-w$ to tjje grounds, up-1 


on which the applfqyyon 
vas rejected, your bone 


) your petitioner 
house will 
cisions of all gene- 
ral courts martial are communicated to the 
king by the judge advocate general, v^io, 
when he has thereupon received the Com- 
mands of the king, communicates them to 
the commander-tu*chief # together with the 
king's remarks thereon. That, in pursuance 
of this practice, S$r Charles Morgan, bavittg 
first laid the decision of the court mar rial 
Voresaid before the kipg, neat communicat- 
ed a to the duke of Ybrk, eUbjouiing rnere- 


tfce king Mjnseff, 
Hncipa! chjlge, the 


pnto*^ coming’ 

sik* „ 

by lawj 

eeedkhgWm it, Ojjfipg *9 crl f 
ifeVfng tmtr pi S&tftm tfeanJhiee years 
previous Jb the date dT §* .the 

trial, an# that “ his Majesty cbm\der&t\}* 

<* of tkrifl to have been bwktg to art 
“ improper oatiiopf of thh piosecutor.? 
That at your honourable hbhse will not fail 
to perceive, this femark was calcined to 
cause it to be believed, that, if do Wpse of 
time had jq taken pRtftyartd if the court 
martial haojpt thereby been inhibited from 
proceeding on the said charge, the # said 
charge might have been established against 
your petitioner i u hereas, the fects wore ; 
1st, That the act charged, was alledged to 
have taken pku^e previous to Wp^fflb'fer 
1801 s 2d, That ail investigation into the 
c&nduct of your petitioner w*s cwntcmpbted 
by the dyke of York la October, 1803, and . 
upon that contemplation he withheld the 
name of your perijiooer from thte 'baev^t 
| promotion $ 3d, That , Detween September 
1801 and October 1803, only two years and 
one month had elapsed,; 4th, That hj^ 
ween Octobei 1803 and Augusn«hlfadifc 1 
tfie variant for the trial was, at last, issued, 
your petitioner did make urgent and repeated ' 
requests to the duke of York, that the 
trial raigld take place without delay ; and 
5th. "7hat your petitioner, apprehensive 
that a plea j)f lapse <*f *iwe flight be naatjw 
use of, for the purpose of Ifta mg a blemish 
upon his reputation, expressly requested, in 
ti letter to the adjutant general, dated on the 
33d of June ibU4, that •• no part of this 
« g rou nds, on which Aajor Gordon had 
tf proposed to fhund his chatgea, shoiilS* 
** be kept bock froqt ^examination from* 

. which lacts your petitioner is saUsfiJ^ thy*. 

it' will clearly .appear jo you* t«Jhoti»aWp 
I* house, that if the couit waitjal ws» inhibit-* 
ed from taking cognizance of the cliatgo 
afonrsaid, the inhibition »as to be ascribed 
solely to those concerned in framingand 
bringing forwaid tne prosecution. Th«, 
however, to the most important fact, can - 
necte<V will# the aforesaid rerti&rk- of th«* ' 
king, it aemaios for* your petitioner W 
pray the attention, of your ‘honaqrf* 
ble houft } • nsjnely, . that nutwithuard-. 
iug t|je rejfee aPMme. the J MBi» ■ « 
tial acluiiy .did, before Jhej^ perceifed 
such, lapses Wiy investwate tWe tnenta ^ 
tho said efaarge. that the charg* ^ 

evicfSte thenmgjt con»plete, deariy proved 

to be utterly %1*», ^ dcstfu^iKjf .lb**. 

‘ • * •* 
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semblance of foundation ^ and that it was 
BOt ud$l after suck fwf hud hen giwn> 
that tb^court roarpil discovered thaj^hey 
were, bj%aw, inhibited from taking^cogni- 
xance of ft. That it w#«*v^l«k©,nipon 
the groun^oft^jemtm made b/ the judge 
advocate* general , iatthe king's nine* that 


thd^ke of York, in a teller to your peti-1 suffered most grievous injustice, indignity, 

to J ir %r - l J • • I? T * A * y* -.t-jr.-i 


amounting, in number, to several thousands 
"of gentlepipo, connected by ties of .blood, 
or otherwise, with no small' portion* of the 
yarik a^d consequence and influence, in the 
whole of; the community, are subject to the 
absolute Will of 6ne irresponsible Individual . 
That, from thfs cause, •your petitioner has 


Roner, elated* on the i<5lh A*, May,' 1805, 
revised to placo yottr petitioner in that situ-*| 
at ion, as to rank, to which he was, by ids 
seniority, Entitled. That your petitioner, 
full of indignation. at the injustice with 
which he had been treated, addressed a re* 
monstrance to* she judge advobate genera), 
complaining of the aspersion cast i$on his 
character by the putting of tjie remark afore- 
said upon thtf records of the army, while, 
at the same time, the facta above stated fay 
your* petitioner were carefully concealed. I 
That in an$wef to t£is remonstrance, thef 
judge advocate general informed your peti- 
tioner, in* a letter dated on the 26 th April, 
1605 , that ** sines he hqd communicated to 
€i the duke of York tlSt letter in which the 
" aforesaid remark was contained , he had 
" seen occasion to recall that letter , and to 
V sgjjyfto/# another in lieu thereof tearing 
Routine said remark , and that he had to- 
w ken upon himseff to explain to the kbit 
" <Ae reason why this remark" (made, 'as 
your honourable house will perceive, in the 
king's name, and as coming fro&i the king 
Jumself) “• wgs now omitted.'* That, thus, 
as it njnst be. manifest to youf honourable 
house, the judge advocate general has the 
power to /communicate to the commander* 
in-chief remarks, in the king's name, upon 
•she decision of every general court martial, 
•from which remarks alone the commafider- 
: In-chief must according to his letter abeye 
mentie&ed addressed * to your petitioner# 
• %t fofm % his opinion upon the whole matter 
. ** of saqh jc'ase;" that the judge advocate.] 
' general bas the further power of altering 
suoh remarks 'at his pleausure, not pnly 
without the orders, but even witfyot the 
knowledge of the kingi in whose name they 
am made ; that this judge advocate general 
.not only jjplds his qffice during pleasure, but 
J* at the same time .so much under fbe In* 
4 uenqe*of the commando; in chief, gs>o be 
Indriped^ttfcis bare suggestion, \p change 
. hi s mteritiofa as to the netfoli Whom he shall 
^fejptqw WHifficiate in mis stead at * court 
martipl j*and that, thhs, the fame and for-* 
tune of att<tne omeers of the army, X*°“®s- 
S^brishtQtnt^the annual expence ofjpdtfch 
.SmoW^r^jtban eighteen AiUfbds sterling) 


and injury; that# /fte 
zealous, and Mlodfi se 


;er a life of faithful, 
services, he has been 
driven, as afajpvp shewn, to the alternative 
of* abandoning big profession and his means 
of subsistence, oftof retaining them accom- 
panied with unmerited disgrace; and, that 
he, therefore, prays-yor.r honourable bouse, 
the ponstilutional protectors of the people's 
liberties and properties agalhst arbitrary 
power and oppicssion, to afford him redress, 
and to prevent, by such means as in the wis- 
dort\of you** honourable house it shall seer? 
meet, the future recurrence of Similar 
grievances. And your petitioner shall ever 
pray. ANpBHW coujwflffl johxstone. 
London , March —The petition ha- 

ving bi*cn read, Mr. Whitbread moved, that 
it do lie on the t»ble. 

The Sccietai y at IFar observed, that as 
tliere j*as n£ pledge to bring forward any 
rroiion on this petition, lie would now take 
» he opportunity of saying a few words, be-, 
cause it had been ypread abroad that he had 
pled^fad hinfeelf to bring this matter before 
.the house. was glad«of this opportunity 
of giving 9 public contradiction to that 
charge. Some gentlemen who had been in 
the late parliament, might recollect the no- 
tice which he had git ep : but, as many of 
the present parliament might not be ac- 
qifiuntethvith the proceeding, he would state 
thexase exactly as it stood. He had obser- 
ved, in the case of Mr. Johnstone, a ltd in 
many .others, what appeared to him to be 
an abusive practical) military justice. This 
arose from t hp nature of the powders of the 
judge advocate. It seemed to him a strange 
^impropriety that thefadge advocate, in these 
'cases, should ire the oqjy person consulted 
when a decisjpnJwas given by the king, and 
that there shoulch h e nqu jp os u ltation. rti&t 
the commander in cBSH? W^SHfttrrfurust- 
ed J»y his Majesty with the management of 
the forces, and who ought properly to be 
responsible. He therefore gave notice of a 
proposition to pflt an end to that practice. 
Subsequent to that notice, a change took 
place in his Majesty's councils, and this af- 
forded him the means of applying the reme- 
dy without having recourse to parliament * 
(•ahd pa was happy to state, that having 



ft] 


March' ll , n^f^Mfkuhs, 


made representations to, his Mfgesty ugoo 
this point, his Majesty had been graciously 
pleased to direct, that the proceedings should 
be conducted in futqrer so as to suffer the 
object which he had in view from thebe- 
ginning. The prefect practice, therefore, 
was, that the judge advocate jdid not Receive 
his final decision on giving t^his report, hut 
that his Majesty afterwdrdf signified bis de- 
cision to the commander in yfcpf, who was 
therefore responsible for the aavice given "to 
his Majesty on these ocqftsions. Thus the 
injustice which was supposed to arise from 
the interference of the judge advocate was 
prevented. He would not object toYeceiying 
the petition,, though he saw no advantage 
which could result to the petitioner from it. 
One of the objects of tfie petition was to 


was matter for 


/ f7* 

I conside&fion of ' 

he tiadfalsd had 
ito, but h m declined 


: for the that had 




or 

the .... 

Mr 

the petite 

pwsohtlni 

been atatp) by the .right hon. 

(•Dundas), as*!m tmitoffwith hhn 
that it was«the dtfty of every* member tor 
hxercije his own judgment as* to whether a 
petition ought to be presented or not£ 

Sir B, Knajtchbull stated* that he Was in 
ament wifbjthe hon. mem- 
lift Jpoken p but he united in the 


the same 

bers who ban spokei 
opinion of thehon. gent. wHb had presented 
the petition) as to its being the dut&of every 
member to present any petition to the 
house, when couched in proper terms* Ho 
therefore rose merely for the pur^oje df 


^obtain the restoration df hi« rank This .was 1 seconding the mftion which had been made/ 


a case^p which the house could not in the 
least i^ree inte: fere. Tt was one on which 
it was lflUpossiM^to tiame any question 
which could procu^Hfc^petitioner success. 
It would be an interference with the p*»rc^ 
gative, which the house coaid not possibly 
sanction without extreme danger and incon- 
venience. Another objLCt ot Yhe petition 
was, that the house should ^take such itk >- 
sures as might prevent the recurrence rf 
such proceedings in future. It was unne- 
cessary to petition the house cell that Jiaiti- 
cular point, as it®had been Aready done. 
The judge advocate gcnefal^Saff deprived of 
that power of which he bad complained, and 
which he certainly would have made the 
subject of a motion, had not the situation, to 
which he was appointed afforded him an op- 
portunity of putting an end to the*pmctffie. 
He begged pardon for trespassing on the 
hotigfe but he thought it necessary to refute 
the idle and mischigvo&f reports, the ca- 
lumnies, he might 6aj^whi<Ji had been 
circulated respecting hi»condqpt in this bu- 
siness. 


Mr William Dundas* could not subscribe n question now before the .house, 

k fU A .r.ue — tin.!. A _ « ^ _ c 


to the doctrine of thfelioo gent. (Mr. Whit- 
bread) that every petition w* tg oe present- 
^^if co uched in Yes p ujrol terms. The 

his h^nds, and 
he had certainly declined presenting it, |je- 
cause he could not conceive how this house 
could interfere so as to give the redress so- 
licited. • • 

Mr. Whitbread declared, ^hat he did not 
constitute himself a judge to determine what 
petitions ought to be presented and what not. 
All that he had te^do was to take care that 
tney were couched hi proper and respectful 
forms. Whether they were to be received 


— SThe motion was the&put and tarried. 

" BOUSE OF COMMONS* * % 

Wednesday . March 11. * • 

[Minutes.] M* Ffankland, chairman 
of the Yarmouth election committee, re- „ 
ported that the sitting members, Messrs* 
Harbordjand Lushington, were dtfyaabmSfuifg * 
aiHl that the petition against them was not 
frivolous or vexatious.— On the motion of * 
Mr. Tierney, it was ordered, that there be 
laid before the house a monthly return of 
desertions from the army, from' the 1st of 
January to the latest •period y alto a return* 
of the effective strength of the' army, from 
which the said desertions had taken place at 
the same periods ; also a weekly account of 
the number of recruits raised in the same 
period, distinguishing Ireland from Great"* 
Biitala. — On the •motion of Mr. Kenrick, » 
it jvatf ordered, that tfcere be laid before the * 
boose, AQ^ccount of the number of* causes*, 
tried by the court of exchequer in Scotland* 
during the last 15 years.— Mr. Herbert, • 
after commenting briefly on the ’important 



the .expulsion of one of its members, and 
observing that it waf desirable, in addition: - 
to the report of the committee of precedent/ . 
to have evesy other informatioiradculated/ • 
to give! fijll aud fair view of all parts uf the * 
case, * moved, that the Proceedings of. tjid. 
Court Maatia^for the ‘Trial of Jqhn/Pemoft 
Cawthorne, fesq.’cdlqaei of the ^Yflitfninntit *t 
militia/ -laid before $he *h<£is^Aptil 
13*96, andprdered to be printed, *be now 
repridted. Mr, Tiemef objeetdi to the 
nOTioc on the ground of the expence, trous? 
b!e‘, "and delay or printings volthripoits mas* *. 
of papers, when the question tuBftJje tya 



t 


m m mm^^*wu*4*****i . 

incorwA‘fcs* to^httiag, fe 'lb* propose*, 

ofAftrohuees A y*»f, «f Index? > 

•*» and. Septets! uf tlm hafciftAf rtooypUM, , 
ap«8tbteSto^st^rt«i^f At* hte»toj?*. . 

*a mrtwfc wo*-* $m wm* 4 &ito> #„ 

snn>,,ntt*3«^4®^4’ii^Jbe«pnt*4rJ^rs, 
feiefraying .the exnencs wMch bwy be pew** i 
1 «d far priftibg ffaejcopiatof tfe* ,«9tfe *W- * 
Jura* of j0HFMl*tto#A)>yNue AC»ow»»W- 

.-fCTha " ^ 



Stay'o’t Bbt 
Bjfr. TSMuriWi awf Mr* 

•SmO'tftact. ‘Mr. C, 
question w be ceserved 
Hie Stacker tbongbtil right to observe; that 
-when tsift business had been first before th$ 
house, it had bee# ‘thought right to .print net- j 
only* the mtence of tlys court martial, but 
the whole of ih«f proceeding* rttetjng to the 
cate* ' U{fm which, * w» ordered ttfet the 
whole Of the proceeding* be reprinted.— Oi 
the motion Of lord Folk art one, item order 
e& (hat there he jaid before the bouse copies 
df pepsw tending to <ghey hi wbat capacity 
William Brffc«, the y beers on Mr. Pauli’* 
petition, had- served in the 4?avy. — Ordered, 
tbgf the orders for reporting the names of 
anen^en who do not appear on the appoint* 
merit of ‘select trial of peti- 

tions oufoplaiaiog of undue electipns end te- 
ij«», do not extend to member* who are! 


for the year IW.— pfThatsfth^vm^. 
be grated, mPjjA 4 ke good 'the fatyciengp qf\ 
the grant of the hte>e*sirti of parliaippnt* to t 
defray the charge or prmtiag and sUttpoujr , 
for the two houses of parlfepitot.— * 9 . That 
4. 14,6611 . 16*. 2d. be griuted to make gpod 
the dfeficieoey pf the vote et the last session ‘ 
of parliament, to defray the?©*. peftce of print* 
ing and delivering the vote* of. the house ,o f, 
commons, aijd tpt painting .bills* report 
And fttiier papers, by order of the said house"- 
duung that session.— 9 . That s£4SQ.j&. 4d. 
be granted, for making gooj^thc deficiency 
of the sum Voted u tf 



Mai of 
ate 

committees actually sitting. 

(CoMMITTM Sr SCFPLT.-r-MlSCtl.tr* 
vnous Sanvicaa.]— The. house Vent into a 
Committee cf Supply, **o which the follow- 
ing soma were woted,- on the motion of Mr, 
VenriftSrf t " Resolved, 1. That a sum, not 
exceeding £ 196 , 949 . lps. hOd. hegrante^j 
ta h'srrayesty.’for paying off and djsgfcirgiflg 
chrtain Anrwitias, "attar the rate pi 4 pw 
*c*nt,wer«ara». being part *>f the 
• granted by Iwo acta of 4ha 87tb**aod 43W, 
Seans c^b» present MJjestyj and. tip* 

Mid *n Abe issued and paid without anyfse 
•pr othest deducumf whatsoever.. — 2. 5jba*‘ 
fell, 7-50- 144? <hh be graimri towards cow- 
rit net# Palate Yard, WeawwaOer.’ in 
pursuance of several ants of .the 444ft, 45fh# 
and 40th bf his present mgesly.oMid for $ayr j 
•ryiftff tfcwwM acts ^nte execution, for | 

Thai *&» fcMQ h*. IP 
to dbfraytbe charge of pnndpg add f*if 
ary for thei twp bounds of , |»rhagJrt»t, .for : 
WlmaJV* a^O^be’jgrauM* .for, 
dtostoag«lb>*p«H» rt prietitg'snddefa*, 
reriog mevotol of tnehoup* afoocttmi» 
afidtfo* pAn6vtg bilk* report*, sift othprm- 
W by cider of the 4»fd bqM* tortvglfa' 


1011 of parlifty 
meu^for printing T75o copies of ibeSath 
Vfiume of Journals of the house of cookr. , 
moiiSs — ia That <£70*977. 17#< be grant- 
ed* for defraying the expeivce of carrying on 
the building of a*New o» Tower Hill, 
for^e service of 1 807.^1 l.Tliat U 2 Q 4 & 6s- 
be granted 1 for defraying the cgpenceft of 
printing* Articles of Impeachment* Minutes 
of Evidence, «id eppies of the Trial of lord 
viscqtuit Mete*#^-7l2 T^at i 10^50. 14s. 
b^nrautW, ta 1>e Jtpphed in furthei execu- 

. it j* hi« majesty, to- „ 

"id building bridges in * 
land* ftir I807a—15, 
aqted, towei^s de- 
•ope or tpajkiog an Inland 
JmJfh* 1 ™* to tqe Webern 
Fort Willijm, for 

5*Q0O pe granted, to 
indto bftdrflwn from 
may become daft 



, . . *ito 

_ _ _ in America, 






*AA&<0ttA*ts„ uumtu limam. 


tog the charge rf the Civil fishAti&ttMtf 
the Isfettd dr Saint John ift America, *jw 
halted Mice Edward's island, from the t*t 
o# Jen. to the Slat of Dee. IS07.— *>. That 
j#2,o«) be gtatwed, far defraying: tfte charge f 
of tbeCfrUJUtabUshment of the Island of I ly butrieih 
dime Breton in America, from the lat aflAmfcfedl / 
Jan. to 3 tit oT tt*. jsqf — That 
dSbfito be granted, far derating the charge 
of the Civil JSrtabUshcneht Dr the island of 
Newfoundland in America, •frhm the l*tt>f 
Jati/to the Slat of Dee. ip^.— -42. That 
j^l/400 be granted, for d way irtg the charge 
of the Civil Establishment of the Bahama 
Islands in America, in addition to* the sala- 
ries now paid # to the Public Officers at f! of 
the Duty Fund, and other incidental charges 
attending the same, front the 1st of Jan. to 
jhe 3Ut of Dec. 180JW23. Tp at j£l,030 
oTgnmted, far defraying the charge of "the 
Civil EBabltehment of the Bermudas or So- 
mers Islabds, %un the 1st of Jan. to th^ 

Slat of Dec. 180^^4 That '*€600 be 
granted, for defraying tbe charge of the Qivtt 
Establishment of the island of Dominica) 
from tbe 1st of Jan. to the 3ist of Dec. 180?. 

-*-25. That 12,704. 19s. 6d.«be granted, 
for defraying the charge oF*the CivilTkta- 
blishment of New South Wales, from the 
1st of Jan. to the 3 1st of Dec. 1807" 

[Freehold Estates ^Jili/] — On* the 
motion of the Solioitor GenergJ, the report 
of the Freehold Estates bill was brought up. 

Col. Eyre wafmly opposed the principle 
of the bill. He thought that it shewed much 
of the modern spirit oftonovation : and that 
it Would decrease the credit of the landed 
proprietor, to a very mischievous* exte'fft. 

The commercial man earned on speculations 
wh^IWtended to hi« owaUdvaat^ge, and tbe 
advantage of the public, akj was not so like- 
ly, therefore, to be ityateby this bill, while 
it would tend to tbe ruin bf the man offend- 
ed property. It had been said, that the ho- 
nest and considerate mgrf would make all his # 
debts burdens upends wstatjfe ; but in his* 
opinion, the honest Ad rat&iderate man 
i in . such a. manner as to render this 


Ml^ as It was the very gurpoqp f<y which die 


bill »▼ HUMVb%wni j . , 

t Mr. Itortoe strenuously defended the prip 
|. ciple of the bill $ and thought the house was 
much indebted to thefpamed gent, who had 
introduced it. As to its beind an innovation, 
he begged to observe, that the effects of the 
measure proposed had been experienced 
every day, as it would do nothing more than, 
xttfke every reel Estate subject to a debt 
which fevety honest man would wish t& see 
poid ; and whether it was done by the adt of 
Vot. IX. 



m 


'would 
'the «fw * 

of the 

^ esthete 

testKof itoif to be great* 
This, he uSragnt, bugfttun- 
.prevented by law fjpdroc* 
cuffing. ' [t Algol happen that a person <t 
integrity and honesty^ intending td make hta 
estate liable for his debt, might, through Di- 
ligence of other circumstances, be prevented 
ftom doing so. This bilk faould, therefore, 
tend to remedy these gVils. # Entailed estates, 
were not to m affected, nor were copyhold 
estates.^ He hoped, however, tor see this " 
bill followed by another, to make landed 
property liable for specialty debts. As to 
this bill making an inroad upon tbe customs 
of our ancestor A that was no argumdht at 


house met, to reqtifjr tne laws jn every par- 
ticular, however long they may'havc existed* 
Mr. Simeon declared himself in favour of * 
the bill, and did %ot* apprehend tnose 
evH consequences would result frqpi this 
measure, which the hon. gent, was of opil 
nion Would be the c£?e. w nnr^"irC m 

^fr. N. Cctverl declared, he saw no sum- 
dent ground for tpia innovation in the law j ■ 
nor did he know, nor had he ever heard of 
any instances of landed proprietors availing 
themselves df the law as it now stood, iq or- 
der to cheat their creditor!. Jfe'was unwii- • 
ling, without a clear case of necessity being 
made out, to remove the old legal land maiks 
q f the constitution. 

Mr. H. Martin assured the hon. gent, that 
instances had occurred, which pointed out * 
the tfecet&ity of remedying the lq>w, as it • 
no yr Stood. He particularly instanced the • 
Cdse of ji person, a considerable land-ow ner, t 
who had a number of natural childsfaj, fori* 
whom be wished to.protfde, who had made . 
Over his real estates to trustees, and to di- 
vide jhe produce amongst the children. 1W 
■surviving trustee had sold *the whole of the 
fended estate, and purchased others, without** 
charging them with any provision for thej tr 
children j in f this state he; died the fa- • * 
mily in^uettion were left in a stat^ef ab- * 
ject pdvprt^. There were other instances; of. 
as trying / nature. *The presept measure 
was not an atl&fnftttoget rid of angjfcgaiap**^ 
stitutiofl, • but rather nq atifbrd a Temecjy far 
an Existing defect. * * 

The Sol{citor-GeAetal •said, he* did not 
wMt to provoke a debate, in the present* 
swgfe* of the* OTt j*at the same tfene, he could ; 
not bUt.ftel Surprised at the confluences 
G # 
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, impute&to this measure, the object of which 
was t o rim pel just ife to be done, by obliging 
’ the ncKdebtor tt pay the poor cprfu tor. 
He deni^. that this ^^would h jyrecny. in- 
jurious effect jtfpon th^HteSSS^y ; for no 
reprqpentati ve ancient fanmy coiM be 
to die without leaving as ppk sufficient 
to paySis ttebt^. No innevajron was hereb/ 
intended. Did the friendfe of the aristocracy 
mean to insinuate; that the landed proprie- 
tors algue should not pay their debts ? And 
was there not as^ powerful an aristocracy in 
Scotland,. althougn.fhe English jew, on this 
* subject, had hojplace?«He deojgred, he knew 
various instances of landed proprietors avail- 
ing themselves of the daw, as it now stood, 
to cheat their creditors. He knew the own- 
er of an estate worth *£4000 a year, whose 
predecessor’s funeral expepces and apothe- 
cary’s bill remained unpaid. Another, whq? 
left debts tf> tht amount of e£40,000, and hot 
above 2s. 6d. in the pouxftl had tyeen paid, 

. although the successor to the estate came in- 
to possession of year. There were 

many small traders, who had been unabje to 
pay their own debts, and some had been 
tthrown into prison on that account, because 
ot compel payment of debts, due 
to them by landed proprietors. — -The report 
of the bill was then received without a di- 
vision. 


' * t HOU^E OF LORDS. 

* - Thursday* March 1 2 * 

[Scotch Judicature Bill ] Lord 

Grenville adverted to the discussion which 
took place on Tuesday relative to the tn£- 
w fnoriai of the lords of session, and to the de- 
sire which was then expressed of being in- 
formed of the opinions of the judges of the 
court^of session respecting certayi parts ‘of 
gfthe" bifl for the better regulation of courts of 
justice m Scotland. , Whilst h^was decided- 
’ Iy host ill tp aqy proposition for receiving the 
options of the lords of session with respect 
to the expediency of the bill as a legislative 
measure, he still thought it of importance 
^hat their lordships should have the oppor- 
tunity of p utting questions to die judges of 
*the cou/Tm sessiotf, or some of thdig, with 
VespeclNo the practical effect which might 
4>e produced by any of the provision? of the 
bill. In making a proposition to Effect this 
U^objec^ waf $ avoief 'all uptieces- 
, t wfy delay, it being lit* earnest wish'that the 
bill shoulg pass through .tha^ house so as to 
gllow a reasonable time for its discussionjm 
tiie other hou^e, and this also vtith a vlevute 
•what, Rom the state of the business in pa’r- 
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iiament, there was every reason to expect, 
namely, . a termination . of the session at an 
earfier period than had been usual for some, 
time past. To send therefore questions for 
the opinion of all the judges of the court of 
session, must necessarily be titoductiye of 
extreme delay; the only mode which ap- 
peared t q, hi mrpracti cable, was to order the 
attendance oftife lo#d president of the epurt 
of session, ana tn$ two senior lords of tha^ 
court, during>the discussion of this bill, with 
an understand inn that any of the other lords 
whose convenience it might suit might also 
attend. His lordship concluded by moving, 
that the jlord president* of the court of ses- 
sion, and die two senior lords of that court, 
do attend the service of the hpuse with all 
Convenient speed. . 

Lord Kimtaird dqpbted the propriety of. 
healing the^ords of session at all, but 
were to be heard, whether they shjrfild uot 
all be ordered to attend. f 

• The Ea»l of Laudetff&i bserved, that if 
all the judges of tfl^court of session were 
{rdfcred to attend, it would greatly impede 
the regular course of justice in Scotland. 

Lord j Eldgn concurred in the propriety of 
the motion, aqd suggested that the stage of 
the bill in which the attendance of the judg- 
es would be most useful would be in the 
comgiittee. « 

Lord Grenville was of opinion that no de- 
lay ought tg4a45;e place if! the progress of the 
bill, and that the house might still proceed 
on it in the manner originally proposed. 

Lord Auckland was anxious to have it dis- 
tinctly understock that the attendance of any 
o^the ojjier lords of session who might find it 
convenient, would be desirable. 

The Lord Chanjelfor approved <jf the 
motion, which hy thought the only piacti- 
cable mode of lining the opinions of the 
judges of the courjtif session. — The motion 
was theu ag&ed to. 

* HOJSE COMMONS. j 

Thursday ^fliaich 12 . J 

[Minut£%.]*^A ballot took place for a . J] 
committee to 

of the petition, complaining of the election j 
and return for the city of Dublin. The fol- 1 
lowing gentlemen were appointed on the 
committee: Ed. Lovcden Loveden, esq. J. 

R. M'Kcnzie, «sq. J. Robinson, esq. Earl 
of Yarmouth, T. Jobnes, esq. F. Plane, esq. 
Sir C. Mordaunt, barf. G. Thomas, esq. A. 
firdfom, esq. 8. Horrocks, esq. N. Fellowes, 

J. Unjoin, esd. Sir J. P. Cdtterell. Komi*- 
nees; H.Parnell, esq. I. Gascoyne, esq. -— - 
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—Mr. Adam, pursuant to notice, moyed Hops, and wmrn is tor the most psVLan in- 
that the order for taking the Aberdeenshire test'ej^ut gradually created, iu the WuVsc of 
petition into consideration on the 24th in- ncar)yJl^ocenturies>^"» of the g#ns of iho 
stant, be discharged, in order to bqye it put Colonial tr&tes^.i5U|a smatt part of the Bri- 
off to the 1 3ih of April. After^ short con- tish stake if those import aitftfst,.bljshri]enrs. 
versation between yr. R. Bundas, the lord Yoqr petitioners are refdy to shew* 


ice, moyed Hops, and which is for the most pswLan i 
jerdeenshirc Sesrir^jut gradually created, iu the Mftsc 
the 24th in- nearlyfUo centuries .J-Sa of the g#ms of l 
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advocate of Scotland, sir tf^Pulteney, Mr. %iaT vouclierSvibat nearly one-t!tir<^tffth% 
Perceval, Mr. Cannjf)g,%0nc^Mr. Adam, the whole of the British imports aftd exports is 
motion was negatived witHbufc a division — Involved in the West ’India trtde, directly or 
Sir J. Newport brought «fp a bjjl lor the 1m- collaterally j and that, in more than tlyu pro-' 
provement of the city of DnSlin, which was portion, the effective defence and potfer of 
read a first time; and, oil the motion that it the empire depend ther&>f)> as the best gnd 
be read a second time on Monday next, Mr. most productive nursory of experienced sea- 
Shaw (of Dublin) expressed a hope that the men. — ^Jiat ms foundation c?f these benefits 
hon. baronet would not object to Che print- and this prosperity was laid by t& act* of 
ing of the bills nor press the second reading King Charles If. chap 7, eptituled 'An 
on so -early a day as Monday next. It was Act for the Encouragement of Trade/ the 
a measure by^which the interest of his con- preamble of which uses these remarkable 
s^ me nts might be verf materially affected, ^vords : ‘ And in^regard his majesty’s plan- 
andne^as therefore anxious to have suffi- laisons beyond the seafc are inhabited and 
cient ti^Jio consider the provisions it con- peopled bv his subjects of this his kingdom 
tamed, oPwhiatw|^ was then igporant, as* of England j for the maintaining a. greater 
well as to commumfelM* with his consti- correspondence and kindness between them, 
tuents, the parties most interested, upon still and keeping them iTi a*firmer dependence 

'T’U a Cnnnlror infnrmorl tliu liftn ’ unnn it- OMfl rmifjjir l nrr tliam not mn./w Ua»b_ 


subject. The Speaker informed the lion? upon it, and rendering them yet mores bene- 
gent. that, as the bill was, in a gre it inea- ficial and advantageous unto it, in the further 
sure, of a private nature, it felf wit hip the employment and increase of 
provisions lor regulating tlfe proceedings pirfg and seamen, vent of English w oollea 
upon private bills, and that, in like n>anner, and other manufactures and commodities, 
as in the case of all private Ijills tiom li eland, rendering the navigation t> and from the 
the period of tlneo weeks mi*t intervene same mo’e c jfe aod tiuap, and mrking this 
between the first and seconc^rejdmg. The kingdom a staple not only^of the commodi- 
second reading was then ‘fixeafbr Mond«iy ties of lho*c plantation', hut a«o of thecoih- ■ 
three weeks modifies of other countries and places, for 

[WrsT India Planters’ Petition.] the supplying of them, and it being the 

Mr. Hilbert, pursuant to notice, rose tor i^ageof other nations to keep their pkinta- 
the purpose of moving, tlflftt he Pet itionof turns trade to themselves’ — r i hat, in con- # 
the West India Planters, presented <5T rfne fonmty to the intimate union and relations ’ 
27th of Feb. be referred* to ja select commit- here clejineated, tlfe colonial s) stem«of Great 1 
tee^^The petition wawhen read, as fol- Britain has, in subseqpent tunes, *been syste- 
lows • # \ mat icalty established 5 whereby, in every cs-j, 

“ To the Honourable tbtf* Commons of the seritial respect, the industry, trade,* and njvi- 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and gation, of the Colonics, are strictly Confined 
Ireland, in Parliament assembled, the to the interests of the'mother countiy; 
Petition of the. lyfdets'ened Planteis, >in return, granting to theniand to theirpro- 
Merchants, Mprt&iaee£ Annuitants, duct ions* an exclusive or mat ked preference 


and others, intePestei 
JYest India Colonie^ 


Jiu*the British at her home markets? a facility of meeting 
in foreign markets a vent for the surplus -of 


the 'Nyest India their p^xiucc? beyond her own affrplSsuppljy' 
Colonies of Great Britain, having been plapt- and fcer poedful support and pprffection* 
ed and settled by British subjects, have, in a agninst«?nemie$, fbrtggn and domestic.*^— 
long course of years, progressively advanced That, however, # in various instances, and 
in cultivation, wealth, and importance, from more pjirticuftirly si!k« the calanjjUj^&^be*’ 
which the mother country has derived vast fell the \>nce flourishing colpny Sfc iJo- 
and increasing advantages, in respect to bejr mingo, (whereby a temporary and acciden- 
commcrcial and financial resources, and ifec tfc^encrease of value waf given tp the grea( 
U3yal power. — That the cajMtal at pr4ent i@#^eod*iq|ious of the Colqpies), the co* 
existing in the British West India Colonies, lonial s) stem onhe British Empire has been 
estimated at little less than one hundred mil- varied os departed jjenj, to the dreaUvaut#ge 


• • 
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rtf her QdoipesJ restrictions bevy been im 
posed ,rabn the access of their surplus 
dqce toqie foreignunaifeet, therebv>rt( 

' fng a povferftd atimuh»*tq jhjMglKfaiott of 
foreign Colonkfrj “the 4 proli3tmi of their 
principal «6tapl^frtigle, sugar. Mm been eo~ 
eo*mgv& and promoted in droprttencies. ofj 
the entire not subject tf? colonial regula- 
tions^ a progressive taxation 00 sugar baa 
been accumulated, which is calculated to 
impede the natural progress of its consump- 
tion in a prospevpjf and luxurious nation ; 
and, while the progress of taxes it home, na- 
turally attending a stAe of was, has, in the 
course o£ the last twenty years, defeated the 
Cost of efrery article which the Colonies im- 
port from the mother country for their use 
and -necessary cultivation, the anxious care 
' *>f the British legislature# appears to have 
been directed to evftry measure that might/^ 
at any tinfe, \>reveflt the # colonial produce 1 
from obtaining the advantages of* any tem- 

• per ary demand and addition to its value, 
un&tended with regulations, on the other 
hand, compeent to protect the colonists 
from depressed and ruinous prices. — That, 

^ faore parj if ularly in the late wars, in which 
""•TOe^roffler conntry has unfortunately b$en 
compelled to engage, has the pressure of the 
existing colonial system been felt by the Bri- 
liih West India Colonies; the access to a 
foreign market of that surplus produce, 

# whifch, former advantage, and, in order to 

* 1 fir own ample supply, the repeated public 
von e of the mother country has urged and 

* stimulated the Colonies to grow, has been 
often impeded and sometimes denied.— fn 

, the mean time, she produce of those colo- 
, nies, which have, at anytime, by the for- 
! tune of Va jr, fallen into our hands, has beep 
adgaittfd to form an "additional glut at the 
^home market, and placed on a footing there 
with tbf produce of our old Colonies. And, 
as if to render the evil irreparable, and the 
case desperate, the great and acknowledged, 
superiority of thfc British navy has not*bcen 
^exerted in impeding the transit of the colo- 
produce of the enemy to its European 

• ntffritetjjqhpreby the indnqemynt, which the 
: enetnvjnight have, . to except colonial pro- 
duce frbm the rigour of <oor geifersi fexclu- 

"sion frp ( the continental trade. U taken 

* awafeAh he Brit lab all the 

nJ^Pfchmd continually increasing’ enpep- 
mrtif war, is shbjectAl to contend, now and 
Igneeforward, with rivals, exefoptfd from 

djhose charges, and enjoying tife rooged*^ 


\ lagteug merioeu, without tAe f tofr ed u itew* 

4 British: ompedrion.^That measures hpye 


tetelr been Recommended to parliament^ 
professedly intended to afibad relief to your 
petitioners, but which, so for s» they respect 
sugar, tpe great staple article of the British 
West Intti* colonies, can only prove bene- 
ficial in cafe sr channel of export be opened * 
but, during out present almost total exclu- 
sion fVom She dtattiuen t, can have little effect 
in relieving y^«di4tre*s now felt by the 
growers and holdcw of sugar : and, that the 
proponed additional duties on spirits, al- 
though t-ery w!se?r and providently intended, 
will be comparatively or small benefit to the 
British plantations, unless a decided and 
marked preference be given to tho consump-* 
tioiVof rum in the navy and army.— That, 
under the progressive influence of the grie- 
vance, the effect of which has been expe- 
rienced by jour petitioners in the course of 
the' last ten years, they are at lyst r 
the hard necessity of continuing thy4ultiva- 
tion of their estates at a vgjr hefey loss, as 
“they cannrtt be rgg^gfedTproductwe in any 
other culture. Uocuments already on the 
fable of your honorable house, supported by 
the most respectable evidence, shew, that 
the average price of sugar, at the British 
market, has been, for some time past, bare- 
ly equyl to, often beneath, its positive cost 
to the planter, without any the smallest re- 
turn*for the caphal embarked on the plan- 
tations, for the support of decreasing popu- 
lation, or fiwte; maintenance of that nume- 
rous class of British subjects, whose sole de- 
pendence has hitherto been the produce and 
income returned for British industry and 
skill, exeited in^the cultivation of the West 
fV* ^colonies, whereby your petitioners are 
reduced tq a distress which they humbly con- 
ceive calls for the immediate attention, in- 
vestigation, and Relief of the legislatuffe. — 
That your petitioner? humbly suggest, as 
measures oajcukited* for their relief, provi- 
sions of the following nature, either perma- 
nent, qr co-existent with the present war, 
as may seem best tq'the wisdaprof ho- 
nourable houstfe nanfetjr, a revision of the 
system of taxatfSqon sugar, and a reduejj 
in the rate thertqfrwn* m&jmmimuyflvQDX- 
tionnte extension of the home consumption, 
night probably not diminish the revenue , 
such provisions as may admit the article of 
sugar into preferable consumption in the 
distilleries and breweries, while its depression 
in price, compared with that of grain, may 
(hmand such preference; the permission to 
‘hmer the staple articles of sugar and coffee, 
assail ns those of rum end molasses# with 
tjte American States* ip upturn for lumber 
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and other nwwiariec, for a fteedfiri * wpplj cannot «o well protect you $ go to islands, 
of which the colonies depend on aft ii&rr where our navy may be year g&rd. Dp 
course with those sjates.-^And your petU not AuiJd ships, or wgpufrcsiue (those are 
tioners humbly pray, that these measures, ourocmcerajj protfewwhat we eeonot raise 
or such of them as may seem most expedient at home, ere mult buy elsewhere, 

to this honourable bouse, or other measures if you do not send it to xj^ana f yluy: may 
adequate to the relief of your petitioners^ also be ^ratable to others, if yon sapd m 
under their present burthefes aed distress, move of it Wit we want. D6 net depend 
may, by, the wisdecS of*^’’ honourable on us for a large population of labourers in 
house, be provided and passed into law. hot climates; you must find Wm elsewhere. 
And your petitioners shall mm pray, Ac" for we have them not to spare to you.** 
Mr. fftbbert rose and s|id* that *bts was Could the strictest poljpy ^dictate otherwise? 
a petition of considerable and extensive in- and yet tha exactly demribes our West India 
terest. It stated the extreme hard case of a colonies: imm amal> beginnings they rose. 
Urge body of his Majesty's industrious sub- and nqps had reached a height of jpporjpuce 
jects, upon # whose labours depended* one and prosperity, which gave them a distin* 
great branch of our commerce, together guisbed rank among the remaining resource! 
with •much jsf our maritime strength and of the mother country. Thus the real value 
financial prosperity, apd who were reduced of the produce knported from these colonies 
gHuqyglh into the predicament of profiting was not less than IJ? millions sterling, of 
nothirifc by their labours; a situation which rfhjch was annually re-exported; on the ave- 
threateohd the fl inevitable decay and ruin, rage, ahput the falue of 4e5,300,000, a cir- 
He would, in a wtyy mrsory manner, ad- cumstance most important in the balance of 
vert to the general principles of policy uphn our trade, and in tiw regulation of the course 
which these colonies had been establShJb, of exchanges, and which, in very critical 
and to that system under which they are situations of this coantiy, has beoi found 
connected with the mother country. The (as bank directors and mouied^ men coqM 
doctrines of the economists, and ef Dr. move) the best chfcck to the baq^I '&&akr 
Adam Smith in particular, had been sup- 3f the drains of specie caused by large foreign # 
posed to be more adverse to that policy, and subsidies. On the other hand, the export 
to that system, than they would, ou exa- to the colonies (and almost entirely in British 
aai nation, prove. Those theef ists had laid manufacture or British produce) was in real 
down principles true and-ge**H6 themselves, value not far short of ^£6 t QOQfiOOu • This 
but not adapted to invariable practice; they trade employed from 900 to 1000 ships \ 
had, as a sensible modern writer on colonial the tonnage 250,000 tons 5 6nd at one man 
policy (Mr Brougham) observed, leaned to each 14 tons (which was a reasonable al- 
too much upon positive institutions, and ex- K lowance), upwardsof 17 , 000 seamen. Thera 
eluded from their consideration the iqfliisece could be no question asjto the beneficial iu? 
of passion, taste, and caprice, upon the pur- fiuanceof all these items upon our marking 
Vuiu»of men. It mikhi be true, that the commercial, and naval prosperity *~It might 
idfistsafe and profitable direction of Irbour dot be uninteresting to conapire tyis Kaie- 
was to home trade? ana to quick and fire- ipent with the utmoat height of the oolomjl 
quent returns of capitd(; butju a maritime, strength o&Frauce, winch she £^f attained 
and commercial country, no legislative pro- at the moment of the revolution. She had 
visions could restrain the occasional impulsg then about the same number of ships which 
to emigrate toward® ndw situations, and new we*how haverin our colonial trade, of some- . 
objects of labour.* VUr J.fihild had rightly what lirger tonnage, and carrying, in pm- 
said, that “ had England n<f colonies, she portion to that tonnage, a larger number tjC * 
wSffii eutidalfkoaUairt^rofit of the labour of seamen : thp official value of jjer gxports tp . 
that description of her inhabitfnt* which the colonies was upwards of '$£ 00,000 
settle there; they would goto foreign eftun- sterling f of; hpr imports, upwards -of 
tries, rather thab not go at all." Now, if a d 7 , 000,000 sterling : and the, relative inf- 
coiumjttee of politioir economists were to fiof tanot* o£ thesg imports in ; her foreign 
*it, and to endeavour to tort* to the bestac- tcftor^paa even greater than in 
count the connection* with such emigrants, it appeared, ikm shafcoostsmed et home. a 
would it not spy, 94 Da not Id ue lose jffaj ,rea&st)uU*? proportion of her colonial pro- 
wberever you go* consider 4hMl i aaAghr-* duce, ^ tfc&.by jk and by it alone, she 
omm ; send us your produce, remit 'tU your ttp*t&f thAholJtfcu W Sertasde with all thp 
gains | dp not go to a. continent where we world to a favourable result. Of d<J millions • 

' •• • • * » 
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jof$Vre*iVhe value of her export tothejfcjl- t]#ib lil^nds cotioeitied in foreign traffic, or 
ii& 45*afflllions was incolonial produce ju in Irving and supplying the plantations, 

Mr.^ u.r ii .u. * i l. i. i * •_ * . a * 


MA of 4% miUions^gf H#es, the value of 
her export#* to alj and 

Continental America, lb# ttnTH3|is was in 
colonial product?* Th* 8 ® particulars ate 
.autDfeMQtto shewtheground? on-efftich that 
atiom inTrench policy had tefcfi built, that 
her maritime .end commercial prosperity 
were chiefly dependant on her West India 
colonial — He had heard and read sopae ge- 
neral objections tp, 9 ur colon idl establish* 
men is, which heVould very briefly notice. 
They had been said to occasion <n to promote 
warn Tivs he thought was a most tfafound- 
ed objection 5 and he f Quid not trace any 
thing in history to confirm it. The colonies 
had often been the victims, never the cause 
of ware ; they became objects of cupidity to 
belligerent powers, \ut that only proved 
their general vklue fad estimation. The 
epidemics which had opiate proved fatal to 
Europeans ‘m those climates, had also been 
attedjed. He remembered when the West 
India climate was considered as healthy as 
any othdr in the same latitude. He believed 
th a t tjre exis ting fever was an imported ma- 
BflJf'Vatlfl there was a prevailing Opinion, 
that another evil to which those climates 
were subject, a visitation o{ which they had 
not, however, lately experienced, that of a 
violent commotion of the elemeftts, njight, 
by its* occadwal recurrence, render the air 
purer and more healthful. The capital em- 
barked in these establishments Imd been 
stated to be improvidently withdrawn from, 
other safer and more profitable adventures ; 
but it was \e*y little known or considered 
Jthat notouly the amount the capital Sow 
^embjiked* ;q ! he colon'es, but also a laqje 
balance pf p r ofit lv*d been accumulated in 
d branches of that commerce, Rtvd 

was the gpui of the mother country resulting 
from her long account with those establish - 
meats. Unquestionably, of the mofcey now 
lent to «ihe colmfies, a considerabje part 
jjpght have been sparedrirom other pursuits: 
*%H^there had also been, on the other linud, 

, large sums jftora ti 4 me to tim^ withdrawn 
from c^Tonia! commerce, arid embaifred in 
the agricultural and funded securities of the 
mother couptry: and Upon the yhole he 
vrqs persua ded, from ^pitlfenffye and long 
exjyrlonce’tn the trade, ttbat the balance re- 
auUmjf from thqfcormebtion was very greatly 
in favoured the mother country * f * — 

l*e notic^rtb at th^ pk mia a4_ 

not the i only JJTOm oftne#cdionift 9 ]mat 
j^iere werc/nerciiants and others resident in 


who grew rich by their commerce, and who 
had not yet been deterred from embarking 
their ^accumulations in the agricultural ad- 
venture* of that country which had enriched 
Isthem. If, then, for miny years past, the 
successive aflmimstratkms of this country had 
appeared to regmwith coolness and indiffe- 
rence the colonies, # and to adopt measures 
which rather ifTdfcated a jealousy «of, than a 
wish to ‘promote their welfare * if, in the 
publications of the present day, coming from 
respectable quarters, there appeared an anx- 
iety to diminish their importance in the 
publfc estimation, to what were such senti- 
ments to be imputed ? *Was it because these 
establishments were : so intimately connected 
with us, that, whether the col^hists them- 
Selves grew rich or not, the whole pretSbcSr 
of their labours was sure to be ourjjr Was 
^because they were so jjpjsrely ^>ur own 
and out of ft in n lrfa^ifrlmr inveterate rnr 
ntr, jthat they were the objects of his envy, 
precisely in the proportion in which they 
were not the victims of his power ? — that 
they did not •require bullion from us, but 
sent it^o us in return for our manufactures ? 
— that tfcey neither built ships, nor made for 
themselves whatever we could make, but 
were employed introducing what we could 
neither prod uce nor do without, and what 
was an imposCBTf* addition to our means of 
commanding foreign trade, and of attracting 
foreign capital? — that they did not require 
for their defence large armies concentred in 
one spot, and wliieh, from their magnitude 
aiilltfiiair distance from the metropolis, be- 
came in themselves matter of reasonable 
jealousy to the moth#- country >• — or 
that the long intc/Coujse we had enjoyed 
with our constantly attached and loyal colo- 
nies was gro\^p insipid by its harmony, and 
that, as in the case of married couples who 
ijived too much together, something like the 
amantium irte were wanting to stimulate re- 
gard, and re^tntfe muf&il affection ? If this 
were the case, anwjh at we were qn ly majyjifl— * 
a moral or pHUosopIfl^tt%?KpOT9viieti t upon 
thfc passiofts of the colonists, it would be 
wefl if wc were careful not to tickle them 
into a frenzy, or, what perhaps was more 
to be apprehended, piSch them to death.— 
He should notiSe very briefly the colonial 
system, which was one of mutual monopoly; 
it was tiki tlfdknother country retaining to her own use 
iiruUa and advantage, in all essential respects, theii; 

tradefl navigation, and supply, and affording 
to them audio their produce, an exclusive 
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or marked preference at her markets. This the reporters oftbe.&ay were those delivered 
system appeared to be of old date with great' Jjiy Mr. Fox, Thepetition of thijygar rt^ 
maritime powers ; something like it might finer* was rejected, Jjfld the house gave its 
he traced in respect to the colonies of Car- confirmation to <t^r doctrines he had ad- 
thage, of which evidence might be found in vanceel. r JPw?fcomplaint Which* the refiners 
Polybius. Laws grounded upon it had pro- addressed to the pubfi^ or that occasion (and! 
gressively been enacted in this country^ in whicWrfhe public became interested 
some under the Protectorate; tpt the sys- tics), was/ the colonies bdfely asd 
tern had taken a definite in the tirae ( scantily sttppliecT the home consumptien pf 
of Charles II., and wag admirably pointed* sugar, and furnished no materials for foreign 
but in the preamble to the oekbrated act .for trade, which it was alledged was th^advati* 
the encouragement and jegulatiomof trade tage to which tills country ought to lookg 
passed in that reign ; that preamble would the colonigp appear to’hVvfe taken the htnfcj 
be found to comprise the elements of our and to have grouted by the Jfsson then givet* 
entire colonial system, and indicated the them.,,** ^ • 

mutual monopoly; but, as was eves the Iu 1781 the export of sugar to a& 
case betwixt # a stronger and a weaker party, parts, excepting* Ireland* was 


the compact was less formal in the parts that equal to about 1J 1,095 

bind the rrfother country than in those that i 79 i.it was 207,218 

bind the Splonies : lie woulfi, however* 1798 783,698 


state t<* the jpouse, in this respect, the opi- * 1 799 it fell, in coi8equeihce*of . 

nion o\g much-lamented statesman, Mr. acts hereinafter mentioned, to 237,002 
Fox, who, in when the sn^ar refinefs 1802, after the repeal of those > 

petitioned parliament Sftdmit foreign suglrs acts, it was , . . 1,744,203 

on certain terms, into British consumjfticgi, 1805, in consequence of ob- 
and into use in the refineries, took the part structed exports, it was . . $ 00,290 

of the colonies, and spoke in ttyese words: — Thus it appeared that the colonies had atk 
“ The noble lord (Beauch#mp) hack called complished the oflject which tbe 
the non-importation of prize sugars a mere pfcblic demanded of them, and had not only* 
Custom-house regulation, and therefore amply supplied <5ur own consumption, but 
thought the rule might fee easily dispensed furnished us with a large surplus lor our fo* 
with; but he must inform his [ordship, that reign trade# In 1791 an event happened, 
a compact more sdlemn thau*.**^ act of par- which appeared to throw a momentary gleam* 
liament could create made that rule not to j over the fortunes of tlie British colonies, but 
be infringed, for we had monopolized the | which, however, had, in reality, he thought, 
produce of our plantations by unnatural re- j contributed to their distresses ; the destruc- 
strictions on their trade. ^This was the only jTion of St. Domingo caused a considerable 
country in Europe in which they we r^ er- advance in the prices of sugar, and other, 
milted, by our laws, to 'sell their crops, colonial produce, and occasioned in thi* fc 
Surely then, by every! principle of reason country much clamour among the ^wblic on # 
amrtiatural justice, theVshould also have an account of those pric*s. The public.became 
exclusive access to oifr markets, a monopoly anxiouk for new sources of supply, # and th*> 
subsisting on one side rf|cessarily implying*a # East Indies,wcre' looked to ; it wa^not con- 
monopoly also on the other. There was not ‘sidcred that our East India possessions are* 
any written agreement, .but there was some- not colonies, nor subject to our controL«nd- 
thing more substantial ; there was^ monopo-*! snbsfcrvlait to our views as such. Lord 
ly against monopoly^ The West India plan- Mel villi! had pronouqpjd, in a letter, to th# 
ters were confined in the yne & their com- Directors,* his opinion that they nev^*’ 
modifies to Ik j ia ; ^ i n was confined could be considered as colonies, for the rea% 
to take their commodities from *hem and son thqf we cnidd not command Tlieif^exclu? 
them only. This tacit bargain was confirmed si ve trade.* He d$ not* mean to gfte‘mor£< 
not by words but by deeds ; the planters on- importance to the cultivation of sugar ih In- 
joy certain privileges? and /or those prhi- dia than it descr^e^ its consumption in this, 
leges they gave something in teturn, an ample country appeared ti^be annually 4rol». 5<4 to 
equivalent; so that there was quid pro quo, (jO/XX) cwt., but its consumption ia Etiropc, 
which was allowed in the civil law to 
formal re ification of any compact orjbar* 
gbin.” He recollected the debate, any be- 
lieved that the sentiments he had taken Trom 


\ * Letter of the right Son. H ‘Dundas, 
the chairntatf* ofr sLltf E&fr/qdia Compan/,. 
] ,5th April, 1793. * ' j* 
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which M first been promoted and encoo- 


H)|ed bj%#s, was sompdatt, mom,) <ad teJ m w i w 'af colonial produce which ft- occk* 

'***'■ j - lt^iL *n iMtuJT .(—I . -..a... - . . - *■• • I ti^ . - -AI *. - -j' - - . - — ■* ax. aJa^ <*■ ..»«■-<> — *■* aL a 


; CttaMmption, both fttep «nd elsewhere, -was 
©robsWy ndw knot ddwfe hyjfec. ex&aslve 
ww prices of eojooial produce bat, m i 
principle afibctltfi’ Va« cotooial system, the 
•dbltssicifl Ealf India MMr jptdtmr coft- 
sdtnptiod, on .the ternts qfl -which it HOW 
Stands, could not bn justified $ and he would 
cite, on that subject, the opinion of a com- 
tthtee * f .the Court of Directors themselves, 

. attracted from a 'report under ‘the date of 
Sfareh 1902, anti ib which that following 
passage occurs It may become a qnes- 
" tkm hereafter, how far the impoffttion of 
“ sugar fitom the East, which leaves a loss 
** to the importer, and the first cost of 
,r which is paid for by silver from 
** hence, shall be encouraged to the preju- 
,r dice ef the West Iudia sugar, the cost pf 

ca 'iiAa, k aLa a a a a • 


•f which il either spent by ^he proprietor in 
** the mother country/ or paid fur by the 
41 manufactures dr stores exported from 

* hand) for silver* is frften received from 
** the islands, but seldom sent thither, the 

* balance of trade is, as it always must be 
%“ iniutuftb* in fkvdtir ef India; it isihere- 

*' lore highly important to probe the que&- 
* ** tiort, which relates to t^e cultivation and 
*? importation of such an article as sugar 
u from the East, to the bottom. The value 
u of every rupee invested in sugfr, and im- 
V ported from fhe^asv, is an additional ru- 
u pee to the balance of trade ttgainst the 
** mother country. Some able and weU- 
M intentioned persons hate made it a ques-.| 
u tion, whether sugar may not be supplied 
**- from Iudia to* almost an indefinite 
/ r amoun{ ; but they are opt aware that the 
success, or, in other words, the benefit 
u of India, in this instance, would .prove 
% the* destruction of the mother country, 
«* Which *x>uJd not efciit under the immense 
f * drain of bullton that mnst follow. If the 
" Bbst -was in the same predicament with 
u the West Indies, When the cost.of # the | 
jSssugar was either spent in Great Britain 
[ Ireland, or paid for in manufactures 


fatten, however, did not atop heft ; thd 


tinned* aognested to the British ministry tho 
delusive emmt of making foreigners mfy a 
paA of dhr heavy duty on sugar; It was 
said that we had the whole colonial trade 
funder our command— tffht foreigners must 
take their sagir^omxis, and that we might 
therefore sat mpnksty a proportion of our 
drawbacks and bounties On the re-export. 
This expedienfvVas brought forward in 179®i 
was appiWed by ffcdiamefit, and in that year 
4k. were taken from the drawback on the 
raw sugar, and 7s. from the bounty on re- 
fined. Tins he considered as a most impo- 
litic measure, a mere expedient of the mo- 
ment to get over the difficulties of the year; 
and he was sorry to say, that, 'yn the whole 
course of hjf mercantile experience an d in- 
(Vtercourte with ministers on consnerciaMStP 
jects, he had too often found that thd expe* 
lent of the year was thex&ef olject, and 
it others* peftay^. eventually mote im- 
t, must give way to that. Like greedy 
“ is the year’ 4 


improvident farmers, it was the yeat'i 
crop we looked to, one white crop perhaps 
after another, and stimulated most likely by 
alkalis* and ibrtfers of all sorts; regardless 
whethec we were or were not reducing the 
soil to a caput mottuufn : but let the soil be 
once reduced to a *caput mortuum , and then 
neither the, firmer nor financier wifi find 

their crops «R9P& br thresh out well. — In 
1799, this pernicious measure received new 
force, by a further reduction of the draw- 
backs and bounties, on the same alledged 
principle as before^ but the delusion did not 
lalfcteg ; for in that year, a Report from 
the West India merchants was made to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, affordingjhe 
most irrefragable eyfdetjce that Great Britain 
did not in fact comtt^na the colonial trade, 
or the supply of Europe with colonial pro- 
duce: that report, states, that there entered 
ft the port of Hamburgh, between the 8th 
March and lOfli Sept. 1799, chiefly laded 
with sugar Chffee— Hf46 ships from Ame- 

rica, 3 from thenpvannab, 7 frpm the East*- 


•f end stores, it wptlkJ be consistent With j Indies, with sugar^TRfflrcwmhe neutral 
<* the soundest principles of political+arith- | West Indies, 56 from Lisbon and Oporto ; 
* # »me£ic w encourage the imporlatjpfi by | in all 230; and that, from all the British 
" every possible means.*’ The hotyse would ; ports, there had only arrived, in that time, 
* this was uob the opinion of a ! 211 ships, of a^rnall’tofinkgO, and not eti- 


ebuttuitteer M West India planters and mer- 
chants,* but was signed with the Respectable 
names of the East India directors, C. Mills,* 
3\ Roberts/ F. Bafi aiL J. ^ 4toan ouet. Hr 
Ihglis, J. CmtbflT^RofflrAi lb & E. Parry. 
The evil attending the St. Domingq ,reVo- 


tirely laden with colonial ‘produce. This 
representation, of the &ct$ to which it re- 
MIl and the evident decline of our export 
of gonial produce, caused the restoration 
of the drawbacks and bounties to their old 
standard * but the channel of trade had 
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not 

:o tlA 


taken a new course, and a very material sti- 
mulus had been given to the cultivation of 
the Spanish and other rival colonies.— The 
duty on sugar had been increased at different 
times from 3s. 6d., at which it sfbod about 
00 years ago, to its present rate of 2/s. per 
cwt., with a further provisional tax hanging, 
over it of 3s. per cwt. When the duty was 
only 3s. 6d., a writer %f t)i£^iame of Massy, 
bad computed, that lty. per cwt. was an 
ample price for sugar at thl* market, and 

? aid the planter a fair retufn upon hfe capital. 

mention this, said Mr. H., for the purpose 
of shewing how erroneously we judge, when 
we see a rapid and 'astonishing advance in 
the price of articles, and infer that the pro- 
ducer of them is growing rich in proportion 
to that advance ; for it now stood upon most 
respectable evidence, Jn a report upon the 
takto of the house (the Report of the Sugar*) 
Distillery Committee), that when the con- 
sumer ownigar paid for it 6'3s. per cwt., not 
one shilling of llftit amount wont into t “ 
pockets of the grower was in fact/ u 
applied — 

s. d. 

To the revenue for duty -27 O 

To the ship owner for freight - -*0 0 

To the underwriters for insurance * 3.6 

To the docks, public offices, and to* 
merchants and broker* for com- , 

mission *...3,0 

To the manufactuftrs for nt 

out, and to the curers of fish, pro- 
visions, kc. 13 0 

To the island revenues for taxes, and 
to white servants, medical assist- 
ance, and other contingencies there ^ 

(over and above the produce of 
rutg) \ 3 0 

Twftmerica, for lumbe- and provi- 
sions from the Uftite<i States, or 
from the northern British cronies 3 6 

63 °- 

so that, with the exception o£ a pittance that | 
went to Ameuipa lb^rtieles of the first ne- 
cessity, the whole caiie^/irecSly into the 

J ackets of vrfVious desertions of British sub- 
ects, and circulated in every possible chan- 
nel that could interest the capitalist, the ma- 
nufacturer, and the landholder. — He was 
ready to acknowledge that .the magnitude 
and amount of the duty on 4he British con- 
sumption of sugar was a matter that could 
not be oppressive on the colonies, so long^as 
a market, at a fair price, was found for vieir 
produce, so long as its consumption at ^ome 
was not impeded, and that for its surplus, by 
Vo l. IX. 


the aid of just drawbacks and bounties, a fo- 
reign vent was obtained ; but it ntaftbe evi- 
dent, that, in the failure of auch export, and 
in cafe a large anjl unuspal quantity were 
thrown and forced upon the home consump- 
tion, the duty must, in sudi case/ fall gpon 
the gTotfcr- since the price be.go^must be 
that reduced ^pric^ at which he could temf>t 
an extra consumption of the article at home, 
even if it were by making it the food of catf 
tie ; that in 1803, a war duty of 4s.VaB ad- 
ded on this' article, apd 'the planters were 
assured that it must fall on the consumers, 
as the expos* trade would aeon be freed from 
impedhfifents. It happened, however, that 
the whole of that duty, aggravated by addi- 
tional charges, originating in the renewal of 
war, did fall upon the growers. In fact, the 
duty must everalo bo ^unless a fair pfice at 
the foreign market for the surplus produce 
be obtained. — T|jat th£ result was this: it 
had been held in that house, that a British 
subject, having embarked his property in a’ 
manufacture at hohtt, attended with labour 
and risk, had a right to expect 10 per cent, 
as a fair return upon his capital. Ttie colo- 
nist, who manufactures sugar* ,|n distant . 
islands, $s surely entitled to at least as much; 
yet 1 0 per cent, upon a colonial capital, eip* 
barked in a sugar plantation, he was ready to 
prove, would require 25s. to 30s. per cwt. 
free from A\ charges whatsoever, upon the 
sugar produced. Nqjv, frhat had been, .fon 
many years, past, the situation of the West 
India planter ? 

In 1/86 and 1787, he got about lps 6d. per 
cwt. free from charges. 

1709 and 1800, about. . . . 10s. g!d,. 

1803, before the new tax, about 18s. 6d^. 
after the*new tax . ^ ! 12s. 6d/* 

*1805 *. 42 s. 

.1806 .-nothing* 

/or the greater part of the crop, of 4 806 had. 
sold for about 35s. 6d. per cwt. ex duty* 
when 36s. ex duty has been proved to be*tho 
cost*of producing it. — This he considered 
was a c3se demanding the consideration q£ 
parliament; for he could produce high ap*‘ 
thority * fa r # the maxing that jvben a class. . 
of industrious cultivators are labouring at 
prices inadequate |o their support, the states 
man oilght to consicter it bettejr that they* 
should be*relreved, pnd the burthfen sustained* 
by the wjiole community, than that it sboiild 
fall upon and crush that single class.* — Ho 
might be hsked, what q an parliament do l 

* Sir y. St twin’s Political Economy, rot. 
I. p.495. 

* *• U - • • • 
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Had thear not lately passed a bill for the relief detrimental interference with the colonial 
of the wade ? They had indeed passed gome system, the value of which he was not de- 
regulations tending to encourage an texport, posed in general to contest, or unnecessarily 
but, alas, the dnor of export was not open ! to interfere with its restrictions. But there 
— E[e considered that there were various was another subject on which he was veiy 
means of relief possfole and practicable ; and little inclined to dwell as he knew that it 
although obstacles in respect to each present- j stood connected with many great and idl- 
ed themselves, those obstacles «ought to be , portant interesjs^ yCit the welfare and sup- 
considered in 'relation to the object to be j port of the Jolonies was unquestionably one 
obtained. A small and inconsiderable ob- of those interests, and it might be right for 
ject deserved to.be set aside by almost any the committee U) enquire how far the wel- 
serious obstacle*; ’bDt the obstacle might be fare and very existence of onr own colonies 
great and weighty, aid yet the Object might were endangered by the consideration which 
be much more so. He thoughyjiat when we persist in paying to.the claims of neutrals, 
th*e distress of this trade came to be consi- in forbearing to impede, as in time of war 
dered with attention, and the consequences we might, the transit of our*enemy’s colo- 
that might result from that distress traced nial produce to the European markets, un- 
into all the channels which it was likely to der all the advantage and security of the 
reacn, parliament would ffe of opinion tha^ neutral fhi£», thus faking away the iiyju/ce- * 
it deserved to be relieved even at some risk, ment which the enemy might have to except 
and at the expense of some sacrifices ; blithe colonial produce from the rigour^sf his ge- 
would slightly consider the severaf means of tneral exclusion of our poiffmercc. Certain 
relief which the petition itself suggested. — ne was, thatnone^f the neutrals, not Ame- 
In respect to the present duty levied on su- pier, herself, could have one interest more 
gar, it was evident that relief might be grant- dear and valuable than that of preventing 
ed in that respect, even without any sacri- Great Britain from sinking in a contest, in 
fee of revenue, shoulck a forced and extra- whi<jh she was the bulwark of all that re- 
ordinary consumption take place in cortse- mained of independence in the civilized 
quence of the export bciirg stopped. If we world; and in which she must certainly sink, 
consumed an additional million of cwts. (one if she be not enabled to avail herself of her 
third of our whole import), wl^ich we usual- wonted resouices, arising from the industiy 
Jy exported, we ^night evidently abate one of her sub^tsjn every «part of her extended 
third of the*duty, and yet not be losers; empire. — For these reasons he trusted that 
but, even were a greater reduction demand- there would be no objection to his motion, 
ed from us, it would be more prudent to The noble lord who now conducted the fi- 
support the grower of that which gave tke nance department (lord H. Petty) had ex- 
duty, than to levy the tax rigorously to his pressed his approbation of the measure; that 
’ruin. — An extra* consumption at home in ImJWt lord had been educated in sound prin- 
the distilleries or breweries might seem to ciples of political science, and he trusted 
be now out of the question, since the report that while he collated the stream of^p^blic 
, of tfifc committee on the subject**: the com- prosperity, he w r 4u!d*not neglect its source. 
mitteO, however, had only determined upon — The hon. gent. Wien moved, "That the 
the present inexpediency of ^hat measure, petition of Uhe West India planters, mer- 
and had even* recommended that steps should chants, and others, be referred to a select 
be' taken for .obviating any obstructions* committee of thirf. house to consider the 
which exist to its future adoption, in case it same, and to* re port, from time to time, to 
^should become necessary; and the growers the house,^heir opiflfons and observations 
? grain need not be jealous of such an in- thereon.” ^ ^ 

\ terference'-with them, since, were it judged Mr. Jacob begged to enter his protest 

* propf*ao permit a dree export pf ^jrain to against the statement of the hon. gent, that 
**the.WeSt Indies, more would be so exported cither the present administration, or the one 

than the distilleries now took ofli and with that preceded it, or # that of lord Sidmouth, 

* additional advantage* The islands. — The had been either cool or indifferent respecting 
pfcrrpission to Ameji<& to take sugar and the interests of the colonies. The American 
coffee ift return for the lumber apd provisions intercourse hill of last session shewed the 
she supplied, had been granted formerly, detention of the present ministers to the wants 

•.and might be granted agjw*^ either exptfri- ani accommodation of the colonies. 0 

* ment^ly, and as a tempofavy relief, or un- Mr. Rose felt himself called upon by the 
dpr certain permanent limits, without any allusion to the American intercourse bill *9 
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state, that he still considered it as an inju- present administration for not having assisted 

rious measure. If not for that, the whole the continent, he would hardly have |bstain- 
shipping trading to the colonies would, in, a ed from making a single, exertiort fo do-ope- 
year or two, be in the hands of this country, rate wjth our allies, or to prevent $he French 
Not more than one sixth of the manufactures from carrying their Iroops from the Coast to 
exported from this country was sent to Spa- the Vistula. Nothing had Ijeen done, with 
nish America. the exception of that Enormous *subsidjM>f 

. Lord Temple defended th$ American in- ^80,000 to Prussia, for whicb hU maje% 
tercourse bill from the statement of the right ty’s ministers had Oven thought necessary to 
hon. gent., who had gone* s0* much out of apologise. Fifteen or twenty thousand men 
his way to repeat his former ^pinion upon had been sent on distant foreign service, and 
that measure. He should be happy {p meet by that means the home defence hacf* been 
that lion. gent, on the subjfct, and was con- much weakened. The volunteers also, that 
fident he could prove that the measure was right arm ilf the public force, had been wi- 
highly beneficial to t^e colonies. The only tliered uijjjpr^hc right hon. ‘gent’s superin- 
difficulty that had arisen respecting it, was, tendance j and with icspect to the^lrainmg 
that the colonies did not think it went far bill, which was to bear downfall before it, 
enough, and expected more than his majes- from the day that that bill had passed, nothing 
ty’s ministers would or could concede. had been done, but making out the lists and 

Mr. Wilberjorce was^iappy that this ques- I apportionments, "though a whole twelve* 
tionTiad beeijf bruught under consideration j month liad elapsed. Ry all this* deduction 
before thepassingof the SlaveTrade Abolition from the home defence, we might be conso- 
bill, because the distress complained of in theJ led, if tRe body of the force detached 
petition could not be imputed to that measure/ abroad had been sent on objects of real jm- 
He had long regretted the extraordinary Jnl | portancc ; but here tfieri^ht hon. gent, was 
cre£seofcapitaleinployedinprocuringcolonial equally unfortunate. At that moment, 
produce; but certainly should not object to 20,000 men, the flower of the British army, 
any just consideration for the distresses com- were locked up in Sicily, remote from every 
plained of. — The petition waf then referred thing ihat’it was the interest of the country 
to a select committee. . to endeavour to squire. The conduct of 

[Mutiny Bill.] Mr. Hobhouse brought his majesty’s ministers, with regard to South 
up the report of the committee on* the America, had been equally vacillating, and 
mutiny bill. A desultory convjywrtion en- equally .unwise ; not a step had been taken 
sued on the various clauses^ iri**vhich Mr. by them till the negotiatioival Paris had ter- • 
Bastard, the Secretary at War, Mr. Wind- initiated. The noble lord animadverted 
ham, colonel Wood, Mr. Yorke, Mr. Can- with severity on the expedition under colo- 
uing, and sir John Doyle participated. All n?l Craufurd, of whose destination, he be- 
the clauses were eventually agreed to.— On, lieved ministers themselves had no clear con- 
the Speaker’s inquiry, whether any amc«nl^ception. With regard to* the modification' • 
ments were proposed to be made in the body whiclf he meant Jo propose, it wjs clear • 
of tl^Wll, tha^ the right hon. gent, could jiot allege « 

Lord Castlereagh jose.v He considered that his jneftsure had Iwn adequate to the s 
[he system of the right Jion. secretary for immediate necessities of the cuuntr)'*; and 
the war department as too complicated to if not so, it \v fluid he niudli less adequate to . 
iffect its own purpose. In the papers on the the waste which his system contained within 
able was a case which* satisfied his own itself ^ a waste, doubling the usual casualties 
nine! that that systerti was Wliully inade- of the aryiy. The modifications he propo- 
juate to maintain Hie necessity present sed would not, however, prevent the con*«» 
orce, and wjis calculated to involve the initiation of the right hon. gent’s expend' 
country in future hazard, ’ unless some mo- ment ; it went merely to. allow. ‘those re- • 
lification of it, such as that whiefi it was emits \vl?o wished to do so, to enlist fjx life • 
lis intention to propose, should be adoptee! instead'o/ a" limited-period, thus counteract* 
yy parliament. He contended, that since ing the dangerous effects of the existing sys- 
he defence of the counfry had* been entrust- tem. The dogumflnte a>ii the table proved, • 
?dto the right hon. gent., it Ifad been ina- that up tbihe first of •January last, the light 
erially deteriorated. Indeed, the right hon. hon. gent’s m plan had ‘not produced more 
^ent. seemed to admit that the home, defen ci than was formerly produced by the Ordinary 
-vas inadequate to its object ; for otherwn recruiting.. Since that period, he Was hap- • 
ifter having blamed the predecessors of*£hc p y to find, thaT tlie number raised wjis iu- 

H 2 
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creating, but this was owing to circumstan- ertions. The noble lord complained, that 
ces applicable to any system, and above all, his (Mr W's) bill had not done what * it ne- 
to the notice given to officers of second bet- ver professed to do, namely, in seven months 
talions, thsft unless a certain number of men to cause an immense increase in the army, 
were raised withfn a liftiited period, those. A measure intended to produce a regular* 
battalions.would reduced. He compared permanent, and increasing supply, was in- 
theVight hon. gent's system with the Addi- , capable of making a great and sudden acces- 
ttenal Defehce act, and giving argued at sion. He,comf>ated fc the comparison which 
considerable leiigth, iq deprecatton of the the noble lord^h^l instituted, between the 
one, and in defence of the other, concluded present military sy^em and the defence bill 
by moping, as a proviso to that clause of the of< the last administration, and contended, 
bill which related* to the administration of in contradiction t$ the noble lord, that the 
oaths to recruits, • that if any refruit should superiority was gfeatly on the side of the 
declare before magi it rate hi^ intention of former. He shewed, from a comparison of 

enlisting, .but not for a limited tintt^on re- the returns, that the pfoduce of the regular 
oeiving sftch bounty as his majesty should recruiting, under the former system, was to 
think proper *to offer, it should be lawful the present only in the proportion of 214 
for the magistrate to take his oath for such men a week to 5CK). The desertions were 
extended service. « under the former system ; in the last six 

Mr. Secretary Wityham said, he was glad t months of the year J805, as'J to 157-Tin 
to find that* thd noble lord, though not ufii- the last six months of 1806, tile proportion 
formly, had allowed that lu s plan, had sue- was as 1 to 209. The improvement in both 

* ceeded. The fact was, that the recruiting Wiese great* points continued to increase to 
had increased, and«tlie desertions had dimi- tpe present hour $ ?nd in proportion as the 
nished. The general force of the country new measures began to be better understood, 
had befcn augmented, and as to the home their operation would be more extensive, 
defence, unless the enemy were to meet Their influence was founded on the fixed 

“with greater successes fhan those of which principles of hv.man nature. It was not by 
we were at present apprised, it would *be affording the present means of debauchery 
tome time before any tfemendous danger that he sought to fill the army, but by hold- 
could be apprehended. The noble lord had ing out prospective rewards, to which it was 
been perfectly safe in his observations on the desirable th^t the minds of the people should 
expedition ynder colonel Craufurd, because be fixed ;^*d, <Iieiefore, the amendment of 

* he knew that Tt was unfit at present to di- the noble lord was to be deprecated, as going 
vulge the object of that expedition, to undermine and unsettle the root they had 
“ But," says the noble lord, why not already taken. 

** harass the enemy in some other place ? r% Mr. Rose stated, that calculating the ex- 
. Would not this reduce the home defence of ^epse of recruiting parties, coupled with 
which the noble lord was so tenacious? As the bounty of 181. it made every man 
to activity, an injudicious and imprudent cost the country 38l. by the time they ioip- 
9 activity \val more dangerous than .indolenfce; ed. Calculating the increased expense oi 
✓ for in p^dit ary subjects he could n6t agree Chelsea, the expense r was not less than 65), 
with the^ French proverb, whiyh said, in the a man. T^e expphse of Chelsea, on the 

* idiom of tha^ language, <( It is better to do present system, would amount, in time pi 

nothings than nothing." The noble lord peace, to between 700,0001. and 1,000,0001. 
cried out for expeditions. What sort of a year. • 

precedents of expeditions had the* adminis- Colonel Shipley, frpm his experience in 
*Sration, of which the noble lord had formed his own regiment, assured the house that re- 
t jtpart, afforded? Had not the noble lord, cruits were obtained in greater numbers and 
; by sending "out hi£ expeditions* conyived to of better quality; not the debauched out- 
drotfif 4 great many’ men in the English chan- casts of the manufacturing towns, but the 
•*nel; and to wreck a great many others on sous of the yeomanry, sent by their fathers 
the enemas coasts ? As jto the "diminution to devote a pact of their youth to the promo* 
in the energy of the* volunteers, ^tbeir zeal tion of the glory of their country, in a was 
and activity had been called forth by the dan- which was maintained for the preservation 
gerof tip; country; should the country again the rights of mankind. 

A be in danger, he nad no doubt that tliet zpal Colonel Barry bore testimony to the same 
-and activity would again .be displayed, but satisfactory operation of the new measuflfci 
at present there was no motive for their „ex- with respect to his own regiment. 
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Sir James Pulteney repeated his former sertions. . He was sure,, that however cold 
arguments against discharging men in the calculation might anticipate the possibility 
middle of a war. Great mischief would of the # return of a large ‘ number of men at 
arise from that principle in the colonies, and the expiration of tljeir periods, feaving our 
with all our naval superiority, it would be colonial service in a circumstance of great 
found extremely difficult to transport the exigency, there woulcUalwajrs bet foubd^ in 
men backwards ancf forwards, as often as it > the bosodiof British soldiers a spirit which 
\frould be necessary ; hq thought it unfair to would nev^r permit them to return to thefir 
institute a comparison between the ordinary .homes while the service of their country re* 
recruiting now, and what it was while the quired their service abroach He cited the 
Additional force act subsiltSd. It woilld instance of a Scotch regiment nnder M.irquis 
appear, on examination, diat as great a pro- Cornwallis, In India, which, though its pe- 
pprtion of recruits deserted now as under riort of service had expired, volunteered for 
die former system. an expedite then fitting* -out, with the 

Sir John Doyle rose, amidst a very gene- exceptiiifi* of two men, who afterwards 
ral call for jhe question. If he had not came back, and begged to be received, but 
been warned to be brief by the lateness of whom the regiment, with a* becoming ea- 9 
the hour, he should not be so stupid as not prit de corps, refused to receive. He also 
to take the hint gentleaien werg so kind as cited the instance of tli£ new regimerfts rai- 
to give him. (a laugh). He was against? sqfl for service, limited in pgint. of space as 
the amendment, as it went to mix limited well as of time, .that volunteered to accom* 
and unlimited service. The very objection pany sir • Ralph Abercrombie in his expe- 
the gentlemen opposing urged formed™ dition tc Egypt, and argued for unlimited 
against his right hon. friend's plan was, # tnat service both in timd and space, in order to 
it would have this effect ; and yet they now have their offers accepted. He saw all this, 
brought forward as an amendment a princi- and felt and marked it as a proof of* nation- 
pie which would have the samecffect perma- al honour, which \you!d never admit a Bri- 
nently, and in a much greater degree*. His t^h soldier to avail himself of the expiration 
right hon. friend’s plan had been stigmatized of his period of service, in order to retire, * 
as visionary, theoretic, and quixotic. Its when h‘u country should be in want of hit 
theory was, that by accorilodating the service arm, but on the contrary would prompt him 
to the feelings an<^ principles of , .human na- to renew his engagement and to persevere 
ture, more men would bPobtkmed, and of till the danger was dissqfatejl. • Having, set 
abetter quality. The theory of the noble out with the intention to be. brief, and ha* 
lord was, that by making the situation of ving received frequent hints from gentlemen 
the soldier worse, and binding him to it for , to that effect he would now sit down; for, 
life, he would enter into it more readily, though he had something more to say, ho 
and remain in it more contented. Th'v^i- thought he could not leaue the house under 
ment he had the honour to command had a better impression than what hq had just 
been»twice filled up so as to exceed its com- sjud was calculated to produce. , • 

jfffment under the present plan, though it Mr, Perceval th&nked the hon.-* gener^J 
had at one time sent 2^0 men, and at ano- for his statement. Though not intended for 
ther 2U0 to the first battalion* There was. that purpose,, it fully corroborate# many of 
a physical as well as a moral improvement in the predictions made by Himself and hit 
the quality of the recruits. (Here ther^ friends respecting the consequences of the 
was a general coughing, which was stopped mifitaiy plan introduced by the right hon. . 
by aery of order !)» The hon. jjart. said, he secretary. Frequently had he adverted a* 
was happy to find that the coughing did not the inconveniencies and difficulties that mtfst 
proceed from any indisposition in the health arise from that plan to the colonial service;- 
of the house, though it might tfom an in- from the discharge of men in time* of war, 
disposition to hear him (a laugh). The &c.V but it would seem that men ncry 
measure produced 500 men a week since Ja- crowded, so thick td fill up the ranks, that 
nuary, which waf in the proportion of all these inconveniences and difficulties 
26,000 a year. If this measure was vision- would vanish before the magic operation of 
ary and quixotic, he wished we liad more the new system. Yet h<5 could not helj> 
of such quixotism. The physical super 'ori- wishing tfiat the effects of this*astonishing 
ty of the recruits now detained was evinced ►bill might be compared with those not oh* 
*by the small proportion rejected ; their mo- ly of the* recruiting, but also of the parish 
rai superiority by the reduced number of de- bill. , It would then be seen (aqd. he ^ould* 

» .• • 
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prove it even from the papers on the table) 
that the two months, namely February and 
March ^of the year 1805, exceeded the re- 
turns of tljp two favourite months, se\ forth 
as so productive, t under «the influence of the 
new system. Even in the last stage of its 
existence J r the parish bill produced 1235 
men, a greater number than.was now obtain- 
ed from the fifll vigour of this new plan. A 9 
to the volunteers, that system was acknow- 
ledged to be at ail end j for the danger of 
invasiofl was said to be over, am) that alone 
kept them together,. « It would therefore ap- 
pear, even from the confession of* the right 
hon. gent, that those “ depositions of pa- 
“ nfc " otfly came forward in the nour of 
danger ; that when danger shewed itself, 

, then it is they flock to their standards. The 
hon. and learned gent, concluded by advert- 
ing to the expedition in whicAi a gallant colo- 
nel (Craufucd) .had pcen engaged, who so 
frequently detained the attention of the 
house by his observations upon military af- 
fairs. c -He trusted, that .to whatever part 
of the globe he destined, he carried 
with hi pi the countenance of ministers. 
He hoped that his labours would be crowned 
jwith success, and that lye would not have 
to report his triumphs to ungrateful ma&- 
• ters (hear \ hear !). That, if he should be 
fortunate enough to secure for his country 
as great a conquest as the C;qx? of Good 
Hope, he would be at least entitled to the 
gratitude of thisjioflse, or be allowed to wear 
his hard-earned. laurels, without obloquy and 
reproach (hear ! hear I) It was an awful 
prospect for the country, it was an awful les- 
son for the naval and military gentlemen of 
th*e house, to reflect, that they were to earn 
<heir professional chauicter and fame,* by 
»their service .within these walls, (Loud criep 
^f heaf ! hear ! ) * * . 

Mr. Wiv^ham begged tc ask the learned 
gent, if hi wished to insinuate that the lion, 
colonel (Craulifrd) to whom he had alluded, 
had ftbtained his present appointment in con- 
sequence of any services he was supppseJ to 
htf'e rendered government in that house ? 
^Mr. Perceval disclaimed any such insinua- 
tion, and. observed, .that he must have been 
wholly .misunderstood by the right honfgent. 
w *Mr. Fawkes begged to beallowecf to/rtake 
a single observation. He did not pretend to 
know what was the derivation pf the hon. 
colonel s «o strangely alluded to ; bub what- 
ever might be tliat destination, lje trusted 
that should*that honourable officer disregard 
hh instructions, and divert to any other pur-- 
pose the* force entrusted tolhim/but that 


which his orders pointed out, he would be 
brought to a court-martial, to have his con- 
duct cleared ; or otherwise, that he would 
have to relate his story to “ ungrateful mas- 
“ ters.** * 

Mr. Perceval again rose to explain, and 
declared, that he was likewise misunderstood 
|* by the hon. gpnt. who spoke last. — The 
house then flivided on die amendment. For 
it 30. AgainsTit 1 ^. Majority against it 
113 . The bil^was fhen ordered to be en- 
grossed ,-y-The second reading of the Roman 
Catholics’ Army Service bill was deferred 
till Tuesday next, after which the house ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF LORDS.* 

Friday , March 13. 

[Scotch Judicature Bill.] Lord G?'en- 
vil/e moved ihe order bf the day for the se- 
cond reading of the Scotch Judicature bill. 
As on former occasions he had entered with 
same minuteness of detail into the nature 
ofl the circumstances, which called for that 
regutotion, and into the mode of carrying 
it into effect, he should not now trouble 
their lordships with a repetition of what 
must be so present to their recollection j 
but content hini&elf with moving, that the 
bill be now read a second time. 

The Duke of Montrose had several ob- 
jections to certain provisions of the bill, 
but- he sh'taj^ot enter into a statement of 
them at present, ns they would come more 
regularly before the house in another stage 
of the question. 

The Marquis of Alercorn was by no means 
aware of the ex4tnt of the innovations 
wmdt the bill seemed to have in contem- 
plation, otherwise lie would have entered 
his protest against it sooner. In many re- 
spects, more particularly in the creation of 
new places dependent upon the crown, it 
went to infringe not only the spirit, but the 
letter of the act of union. 

„ The Earl of Lauderdale differed wholly 
from the noble marquis, bnd pledged him- 
self, whenever their lordships thought pro- 
per to enter upon the question, not only to 
convince the house, but even that noble 
lord^ that in no instance whatever did the 
measure proposed go to violate the spirit, or 
infringe the act of union and that it did 
not provide for the creation of more places 
or offices than elisted at that period* and 
subsequent to the time of the union between 
the two countries.— The bill was then read a 
second time, and ordered to be committed f 
on Monday. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday , March 13 . 

[Minutes.] Sir John Frederick obtained 
leave to bring in a bill for building a bridge 
over the Thames, ^it Vauxhall, and for ma- 
king roads adjacent thereto*r-The names o^ 
the defaulters on the Dublin Election ballot 
were read over, and lord Bntfce was ordered* 
to be taken into the custody 4>f the serjeant 
at arms.— Lord Howidt obser^d, that, 
when on the preceding ev* ning he proposed 
that the second reading of the Roman Ca- 
tholic Army and Navy Service bill should 
take place on Tuesday next, he was not 
aware of certain circumstances which would 
render it inconvenient to many members to 
attend on that day : he • therefore moved, 
that the second reading shoiPtd stand foz^ 
Thursday ; which was ordered accordingly. 
—Mr. Gooch, from the select committee 
appointed to try and determine the merits 
of the petition of Wm. Morland, esrf., 
complaining of an undue election and return 
for the borough of Taunton, informed the 
house, that the said committee have deter- 
mined, that John Hammet, es'q. and Alex. 
Baring, esq., were duly elected ; and also, 
that the saidcommittee have determined, that 
the petition of the said W^u. Morland, esq., 
did appear to the said committee to bc # frivo- 
]ous and vexatious — On ^|ic it»' v^fi of the 
secretary at war, the Mutiny Mil was read 
a third time, and passed. — Lord Henry Pet- 
ty brought in two bills. The one was for 
charging 12,000,0001., part of the loan of the 
present year on the war tf^xes, and for eon^ 
tinuing a certain portion of the war taxes 
beyond the war, with a view to that object ; 

S c other was for the further regulation of 
e sinking fund, ^according to the new 
financial plan. Both tiie bills were read a 
first time. • • 


HOUSE OF* LORDS. • 

Monday \ Ma rclfi 1 ( 5 . 

[Scotch Judicature Bilj*] On the 
order of the day being read for going into a 
committee on the Scotch judicature bill. 

The Duke of Montrose expressed himself 
decidedly hostile to the measure in its pre- 
sent shape. He conceived the proposed di- 
vision of the court of seftion into three 
chambers, with a superior Court of appeal, 
to be an infraction of the articles of union, 
inasmuch as the court of session would thus 
po longer be the supreme court of Scotland, 
but would be rendered inferior to another 
court, namely, the court of appeal. The 


division into three chaipbers migljt alsq be 
| productive of serious inconveniences^ a case, 
for instance, decided by a majority of ten 
judges to four, might, by, the opeiation of 
this bill, be again decided upon by four 
judges ip one of the& three cbatnbers, # aml 
these four migh/ happen to he /he. minor \fj 
on thp former decision. Tlfe chamber of 
review would, he thought, also defeat the ob- 
ject sought to be attained, UAjpely, tlie.mora 
speedy administration of. justice, bjr &gsfia 
narrowing, the channel of, thqt administrap-* 
tion ; and # he had little doubt that this new 
court of^peal, if established, would soon 
be as much overloaded with appdjjls as*tHat 
house was at present. He thought it would 
be much more advisable to divine the court 
of session into two chambers, consisting of 
eight judges, aifU sevens from each of*which 
three judges might fjp detached intp t^o 
outer house, to do the business there in a 
manner !nore complete than that now prac- 
tised. The judge* might take it in ro^tion 
every year to go into tffe outer house. If 
tli is mode was adopted, and the coujts were 
empowered to give possession in consequence 
ofjudgnient, and to order the payment of 
money, - or to take good security in case of 
an appeal, and ajso, if in that house costs * 
were given on appeals to the extent of the 
expence actually incurred, together with 
damages fur any injury sustained, there 
would be no necessity ifir aji rntermedifltek 
court of appeal, and appeals to that house 
would become much Jess frequent. With 
| jespect to the introduction of trial by jury, 
he thought it an experiment replete with 
difficulty, and one that ofight not to be tried 1 
witlfout the mo%t mature consideration, at* 
legist, the experiment ought to be confined, • 
in the, hfst instance, to the city of Edin- 
burgh. In order, therefore, ffiat there 
.might be srill further Time given for the, 
consideration of this very important part of 
the .subject, he moved an instruction textile 
commit/ec to divide the bill into two or more 
bills, in order to keep that part of the biU» 
relating to the judicature, and that respect- 
ing trial by .jury, perfectly distinct. — This* * 
molioif was not put, the first quesliqo. being 
on tlfe.committal of the bill. 

Lord Jfcdadulc Considered Jtlie . ptesenY 
measure as ^breach qf the act of union, as,' 
if it was carried into effect, the court of ses- 
sion woulcL in fact, nq longer exist. 

. The Earl of Selkirk contended Flint it was 
pcrfcctljvconsistent with the act of union 
make regulations lor the better adiyinistra-. 
tion o( justice in Scotland, and this measure* ' 
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4)4 nothing more. He could not conceive 
thtttlpe establishment of an intermediate 
Court of appeal would tend to increase ap- 
Jieala, as texperience in this country, with 
respect to the court of* exchequer chamber, 
proved directly. the reverse.* 

•Lord Eldon was of opinion that* the pro- ! 
posed division of the court of session into 
three chambers was not Consistent with the 
spirit of the act of union $ he thought that 
jautfijjiigbt done by the mode proposed 
Sy the noble duke, by establishing two 
'chambers, whilst,* it the same time, the act 
of union would^not be infringed? His lord- 
ship examined different prov^ns of the 
bill, ana contended that they were extreme- 
ly defective with respect to the directions 
given for resorting to trials by jury, and ap- 
peared to have been frarqpd without a due 
consideration of tHb^nature of pleadings im| 
the court of s^sionp which were so different 
to those adopted in the # courts pf law in 
Westminster-hall. He had considerable 
.doubts respecting ^hat^art of the bill which 
related to trial by jury, and thought it would 
be better to separate it from the other. It 
was a most important subject, and called for 
the earnest and serious attention of their 
lordships. * 

Lord Grenville thought? it unnecessary for 
the noble and learned lord to remind their 
lordships that this subject demanded their 
earnest and anxious attention, as those by 
• wfeom the'measure Rad been brought for- 
ward had not failed to impress upon the 
bouse the great importance of the measure, 
and had earnestly solicited for all the assiff- 


this measure proposed as a substitute the di- 
vision into two chambers. If the division 
into three chambers was however an in- 
fringement of the act of union, it was per- 
fectly clfear, that the division into two cham- 
bers was also an infringement. He, how- 
ever, could not conceive there was any 
doubt thgt parliament had the power of 
making enactments Tor the better regulation 
of the court of sysion. It was a power re- 
cognized by au«act of the Scotch parliament, 
and reserved byghe words inserted in the 
article of the act of union. It would be ab- 
surd to suppose that the court of session had 
the power which was acknowledged, of re- 
gulating their own proceedings, but that 
parliament had no paramount power over 
them. With respect to the trial by jury, 
the reasons which hjjd been stated for not In- 
troducing if into Scotland appeared to him to 
be the best reasons for its introduction. 

Lord Melville declared himself»friendly to 
jtthe principle of diminishing the number of 
I lords of session. He had formerly proposed 
a Mil for diminishing their number to ten ; 
but he confessed he thought the proposition 
of the noljle lord for dividing them into 
three chamber*, much more preferable. He 
doubted, however, the propriety of esta- 
blishing a court of review, which he thought 
an infringement of the act of union, whilst, 
at the «gme time, it would not tend to di- 
minish utfcgftumhv of appeals to that house, 
as the litigants would still be anxious to ap- 
peal to the last resort. With respect to the 
trial by jury, he did not think it would be 
productive of those beneficial effects which 


plelion, both in and out of that house. The 

• greater part of the noble and learned lord’s 

• objections •referred tQ particular^ provisions 
*of the*bill, whiclr would be better discussed 

in the cjfnmitlee, ^nd ,where # it would’ be 

• found tnat most of them had # already bee A 
anticipated. No sufficient reason had, in 
his mind, been urged for dividing thin bill 4 
into two, particularly after the subject had 

?ko long been under # consideration. As to 
\he objection that this measure was an in- 

• *. fringeraent of the act of unton, it^did not 

‘ apperfr- to him to be in the least well found- 

• ed. It was clear that. there existed* an ab- 
^ solute 'necessity for reryedying the evils 

* which resulted front fhe accumulation of 
bflsinfcsS' in thy court oT session iftore than 
that court could possibly get through, and 
the accunpulation'of appeals in that hous'e. 

^The necessity of some remedy w&s so evi- 
. * dent, that those noble lord/ who objected to 


fence which could be derived for its com- wrere looked for by the proposers of the 


bill ; it was ill suited to the habits of the 
people of Scotland, neither did thyr wish 
for its introduction. *» 

The Earl of Laudewdale quoted the 18th 
and 19 th articles of union, for the purpose 
of proving tnat the present measure was no 
infringement upon .that act, there being aq 
express reservation that regulations might be 
adopted for tne administration of justice, 
consistently with public policy, and for the 
evident utility of the subject. • The division 
of the court of session into three chambers, 
and the establishment of a court of review* 
were questions of public policy, respecting 
which parliament had undoubtedly the 

E ower of deciding. The court of session 
ad formerly q£ablished regulations by acts, 
of sederunt for the more speedy administra* 
tion of justice, and it were absurd to suppose 
that parliament had not the paramount 
power to enforce; regulations for thebetter 
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administration of justice. The introduction 
of the irial by jury formed part of* the reso- 
lutions passed last session, and since that 
period no petition had been presented to the 
house from any part of Scotland against that 
part of the plan. He was therefore warrant- 
ed in supposing that there was no objection 
tb its introduction. » * • 1 01 me nay tnvu 

The Earl of Alansfi »/d* after modestly 1 C .nitron "divisi 


delay, he could by no means agree to a delay 
which would, perhaps, be the nfraiis of ' 
putting off the trial of this case to the next 
sessiofL He would agree to a d^ay of three 
or four weeks. The consideration of the 
Culross petition was 4 hen fixe<hfor # ^pril 
It). — LoM Joh p v Thy line moweef (he order 
of the day^for thc^ecund readp^j of the Bafti 
n J: - ision bill. Lord Ossulston op- 


apologising for offeiiug himself to the atLen- | posed the motion, as the bill went^h^mter- 
tion of the house upon sudi*h subject, Cx- I fere with one of the princjtfaTimd 
pressed himself of thesamd opinion frith 4 he j walks of the invalids who resorted to BathX* 
noble lord (Melville), and cited an opinion j He moved 41 as an amendment, that the bill 
delivered by that great lawyer, the earl of be read a isejiPncl time*hat rfciy three months. 
Mansfield, that the ihtroduction of t lie? trial The billets defended by lord Johit Thyflne, 
by jury in Scotland, so far from being ad- | Mr. Palmer, and Mr. Hobhouse. * A divi- 
visablc, might be attended with much ha- ; sion took place ; for reading tile bill a second 
aard ki the experiment ; *#o totally 11 limited . time now 4;.), against it ^8, majority 2 9. 
to the habits ai*d prejuc^ces of the. A second divi.si«i the^touk place dh the 
; then went into n com- ▼riiicstion for rent 


was it 

people. — The house 
inittec prnjhrnia, in which lord Eldon gave 
notice t h:t* he should, when they came to 
the clause relative to the trial bv jfhry, moy/ 


if iiajinjg 


that it be omitted, f« r 1 b 
another substituted better sni'ed to answer 
the desired purpose. — Prngro s then re- 
ported, and the committee untamed leaie to 
sit again on Wednesday. • 


IMAl 

question tor reading tins bill # a second time 
that day three mopths : when there appeared 
for the motion 57, "against it 4(). The bill 
was of course Ion by a majority of 8. . 

[Slwr Tiiadk AfoLrtrioN Bill.] Lord 
H. Petty moved the order of the day for the 
third reading of the Slave Trade - 'olition 
bill. 

^Mr. TJl'Jcrl rose and said: — I do not 
rise, sir, with the # \ mi hope of changing, bv 
house or in.MMoxs, | any ohservni inn? of mine, the dct»imin:.r.on 

Monday % Alatfk l(i. • I which the hwusc ».:•> express; d, in a manner 

[MiNUrrs.] I\^r. Eyre, oh^rnafflfT of the j so dc\ yjed, bpon litis question, but rather 
committee appointed to trtV* * merits <*t the ; with an an viuiu» wish *o rtffco^l an opinion,, 
petition complaining of an undue cle' iiwi: ! grounded 01* ccn-: cut principles, an- 1 unal- 
for the borough of Guildford, rencr'^i, th i, uivd by any thing which i haw burn upon 
Mr. Sumner was nut duly elected, a.ultlnr ( 4 subjec 1 so inter..* iji.g ard impor.ant. .in 
the petitioner, the hoii.«Chu;iplc X«., ton, adherence to co:ssi-,te:i« y, w hlcii, rather than 

•I shall appear t6* 


was duly elected ; but that the nppndi ion 01 
Mr. Sunnier to the petition was no* frivolous 
or vexatious. The clerk of tiie crown wa» 


pupil. a: 1!/, 
differ moio 
iii^ house 


is 1 iy o:>*C‘ 

ith tile pi wailing s“n^:.icnt of < 
turn ioiiu of my lion, friends have « 
me* in op- # 


ordered to attend tiic next day in amend the ''dune, yjmi have yet ffn-teJ with 
return, by cubing tiie # nnjno of Mr Sumner, ! position to tins ; for, aft^the cun- 

and inserting that of Mr. Kortoifin its place, j unions 


— On the motion of Mr. Hobhon-e, it was 
ordered that, at the rising ot the h«ni»e ihat 
day, lord Bruce, whb Iwd b^Un laktn into 
the custody of the serjeant at ariys, in con- 
sequence of default at the election ballot, 
should be discharged, on paying his lees. — 
On the motion of lord Temple, a new writ 
was ordered for the election of a member tor 
the borough of Buckingham, in the room 
of sir W. Young, who*had accepted the of- 
fice of governor of the islancf of Tobago. — 
Mr. Coprtcnay moved, that the order for 
the consideration of the Culross election pe- 
tition, be deferred to the lGlh of May. Sir 
J. Aiutrutlier said, that though the sitting 
member was willing to agree to a reasonable 
-Vot. IX. 


CXtl 

whiah thej" halo made Jlpon the 


points of legality, humanity, •and justice, I 
>00 not sci* how we can sit down and delibe- 
rate iipc^n the policy ar.d expediency of 
keeping open the track.; we fall, too, in 
doing, under the censure of the lion, mem- 
ber for Ibdfard, (Mi. .Whitbread) who.*; 
thinks tftat In the debate we have ‘/•given* 
ton nrj.^li Into coal discussion.” In whiclf. 
reprehension he includes, I presume , * the 
noble lord (th) wick) .who in troj iced the * 
hill into*t<he house, find the noble lort^ (*f. 
Petty) who /its upon the same beflcli, and 
who certainly did not, cipher of t?u*m, ou— 
courage that ^eclymatory tciie which lias tocf 
much prevailed 4il this debate hun. • 

membec Jiimsclf took care not to copy li^ir 
1 • 
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ferror, for be asked us whether it was ncces- tion of the hon. gent. (Mr. Whitbread) I 
«ary tljat we should prove that robbery and will just notice. “All has been assertion/' 
murder are unlawful r Certainly we need not he says, c ' <?n our side, against facts proved 
trouble thfi hon. gent, for such proof/ but it on theirs/’ I did not expect this lemark 
might have beeif as well if he had shewn from the" hon gent, or from those who vote 
how vobhjery nml miyder are to be prevented with him on this subject ; for I contend, on 
bjrthis birl ; in what sense jj is calculated to* the contrary, that the. main facts on which 
do good ntter than mischief, ^ to confer the question 3epeiif}s have been asserted 
benefits adequate to the evils it inflicts, and* over and over again on their side, and never 
the nsqtfes it imposes upon humanity. The proved. 1 allude pore particularly to their 
htlfl^icmOfrT^is intimated a conjecture, assertions, that \he wars, and cruelties, and 
foe crimes .attendant upon the Slave miseries of Africl, are caused by, and de* 
liatle in the WVst Indies have provoked the pendant upon, the European resort thither 
judgments ot God, and that hurricanes lor slaves: and here I will not merely op- 
to «whichr tho'ic climates are subj'eci are the po.se assertion to assertion, but challenge in- 
signalsof his vengeance. Sir, there is much vestigation, and ask them vyhere, if the 
fnoral and physical evil in the world, but it proof they alledge exists, that proof may be 
is a bold and rash attempt in any mortal to found ? In their.pamplets and publications, 
impute that evil as judgment of Providence though again and again they assume it as 
ii|K)n th«? heads on which it may chance, to 'proved, 1 cannot find it, nor does the proof 
fall. Where an incuvidu^J perishes in the lie m the documents which have been pro- 
actual commission of d crime, we maybe duced on your table. They preteml to value 
-allowed to draw a profitable lesson from so Acts only, 'and to disregard opinions; but 
striding an incident ; but where calamities ojuqjons are not, in all instances, tobedis- 
consistent with the course of nature extend regarded, nor are the authorities in our sta- 
tbemseives over large districts, and afflict tute-hook to be treated with disrespect. I 
persons of various descriptions, there is do confess, sir, that when a right hon gent, 
something peculiarly radi in pronouncing (Mr. G. Rose) bn the other s de, produced a 

* that the sufferers are the victims of divine detailed account not only of ail the acts, but 
justice. I am better acquainted with the of the proceedings of parliament, with the 
history of Jamaica than with that of any opinions of committees of this house, so de- 
other island in the West Ind'fs. Jamaica ci(iod!y'v*^ t so repeated]}* expressed iq>oii 
Been for years free f»om hurricanes, ihe subject* of tTu? slave trade, illustrating 
that period no way marked by jiiorbca ranee and ex])laining, as he read it, the characters 
as to the purchase or labour of slaves In 4 of those who introduced and sanctioned 
years, nearly successive, hurricanes have vi-* those proceedings, I did think that th ■ a cr.- 
sited that island, and have specially deso- initialed authority thus concentrated and 
dated one of its districts — that distiict and orought into a focus, was calculated to make 
*those years not chargeable ^vith any exttaor- some impression upon this house, and par- 

* dinary concern with the slave trade. Thqse ticularly upon its junior members^ who 
calamities have swept hway larger fleets of might thence be induced to doubt and ht$i- 
British .slijps returning from conquest over tate at least, and nyt to remain so confident 

^ the enemies of their* country, \k nowise par-, in opinion Rs to treat with disregard, nay 
ticipating In the slave trade; and, what is almost with contempt, the sentiments and 
stilKmore worthy of remark, I do not^tind arguments of those # w ho yet adhere, with a 
that any corresponding judgment Jias* at lingering at taclftoen^ ti) # the monuments of 
4J|pse periods, fallen upon British legislators the wisdum^of our ancestors, to the delibe- 
Rnd statesmen, the autliors and promoters of rate judgment of men, with wlipin I will not 

• •the dave trade, w(jo, as I shull shew, did say that I would rather sometimes go wrong 
hot nipke their acts of parliament iif igno- than always right with others, but of whom 
ranee, hut knew well .what tliejg 'were I will say that their talents and virtues have 
doings neither upon foem, nor jupon the not been exceeded by those of theii succor- 
tvttiou whose affair* tjiay ifdmyii.stered, did sors. Sir, it is Impossible that we can pre- 
imoh judgments attach; but, on the edhtrary, tend, that upofi this subject they legislated 
the era iif whieff lh-; slave trade was autho- , in ignorance. The abuses of the slave tiade 
rized and Encouraged by the British Jegis* y*ere more flagrant at its commencement 
fc)ture was ’one of distinguished prospeiitp, than in its progress. It began ofi the part 
in that # country, one in vrfuen site became 1 of the English with acts of violence and ra- 
the^nvy. uf the world.— Another yb^eiva- j pine. Of those acts it is well known that 
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queen Elizabeth expressed her disapproba- 
tion ; and in the year 1711, qu^en Anne, 
in recommending the subject to.the attention 
of paiJiament, directs, that they r shall en- 
quire into the “ nature of the trade.” But 
are not the acts of parliament themselves, 
and their preamble^ quite sufficient to prove t 
that onr ancestors wer# at variaifCc with us 
in the first principles of the*]iicstion ? When 
they thought fit to enc^ura^ an “ African 
slave trade,” for the purpose of “ supplying 
the West India colonies with slaves,” was not 
-this the whole of that proceeding, which 
we now pronounce to be ontrary to justice, 
humanity, and sound policy ? Put the case 
merely thus,* and say nothing of any cir- 
cumstances not necessarily and indispensably 
connefcted either with thelpurchase of slaves 
in Africa, with iheii* conveyance to the^ 
West Indies, or with their maintenance 
there as slaves on our plantations, and let 
me a«k th£ young members who have heard 
the declamations which this debate has oc- 
casioned, whether here be not the sum #:md 
substance of that abominable crime which 
they are about to abolish ? Our ancestors 
indeed distinguished betwixt the trade and 
its abuses : that tln v tolerated, these they 
reprobated ; a «uili< ient proof of which is 
afforded by the act of 23^ Geo. II. c. 31, 
which, in its preamble, authorises theVrade 
and its application fc> the West 4*’ hJs ; but, 
in one of its provisions, enacts penalties 
upon its abuses — abuses which it pronounces 
to be “ to fhe prejudice of the said trade.” 
Jt is in vain then torus to say that we are 
not completely at issue ^ith our ancestor^ 
upon this question, or that we know* any 
thing which they did not know, when they 
g*4^e repeated legal sanction to that which 
we seek to abolish. There are also, sir, 
other opinions which I mu inclined to treat 
with rc»pect — opinions fhundeit upon facts 
and observations made in the midst of those 
very scenes a of disgust i\nd horror, w hich it * 
is the professed nbjori of»this Tfdl to prevent : 
and again let me a->k those who Aiave atten- 
tively listened to the pathetic representations 
made in the course of this debate, whether 
they can conceive it possible that two per- 
sons, neither slave traders nor West India 
proprietors, but impartial, enquiring travel- 
lers, should penetrate into *the interior of 
Africa, be witnesses of what is passing there, 
and of the condition of its inhabitants, nnj 
yet come away, the one doubling whether, 
ay abolition of the slave trade would answer 
any good purpose, the other expressly dis- 
approving that measurer What! live and 


travel in Africa, and even doubt upon the 
subject? How is it possible ? unless indeed 
it should prove that we at this distance from 
the scene are deceived by. partial views of 
what, when regarded near and entire, # wears 
another ^appearance, fnd produces anolher 
effect. Yet in.it neverthelgat trueT* thft 
Bruce and. Parke,* their mipjlCunprejudiced 
on the subject, or if biassed at exper- 
iencing a bias against the fifhe re- 

turned, the. one from tlx/ East, tbj’oiftie^ 1 
from the west of the negrp country; Parku' * 
intimating4iis doubts) whether the abolition 
of I he traj^#tfould answer file view’s of its 
promoters ; and Bruce, in the\strongest 
terms, deprecating the measure, f — 1 have 
before mentioned, on the authority of Mr. • 
Parke himself, that 1 believe bis bopk to 
express, in this Pespect,«his own sentiments, 1 
and not those of his editor, •Mr. Bryan Ed- 
wards : and Mr.*. Edwards, sir, when he 
edited thlt book, was either an abolitionist,, 
nr at least wavering in his opinions?. • He- 
was a man of much gen* us and ability ; if - 
his talents had been cultivated in another di- 
rection, he would probably have been an 
eminent, poet or orator, but an orator, I 
think, rather excelling in the rhetorical 
than in the logical beauties of the art. He * 
w'as, upon commercial subjects, and more 
particularly ^on the subject of the slave 
trade, -of vacillating opinions ; and the West 
India body, who always respected his abi-* 
lilies, coukf seldom depend 'upon the de- 
terminations of hi* judgement. When, in a 
former debate, I connected the statements of 
Parke with the comment with which Mr... 
M.ilthus has accompamecf them, I expressly* 
said ^not knowing then that Mr.« Mnlilms * 
had published any opinion aboitt the Slave,* 
Trade) MlAt I was not able to .say whether* 
tliftt gentleman w*a^ or .was not g^V.id to 
abolition ; but the pi inciple he* harodvanerd, 
and the reasoning he has introduced on£lus 
subject, remain unaltered; and when he 
states that the population of Atrica is con- * 
tinually passing bevoiTd trie means cf to 
subsistence, and that the condition of the 
negro ijatton# will experience no ameliora- 
tion gnt il .industry and’ security of property 
be introduced among them, these oifcCum-* 
stances appear to. me to bear strongly upon, 
this qqpsitiorft I slfalt be told that industry 
and sectfrity of property cannot find* their 
way into Africa until the Slav<^Trade be 
abolished; but those who look £*r nr abo» 

-T -+ ^ * 

* Paike's Travels, 4to. p. 287, 2J8. ' . 

*}' Bruce, 4to. v^l. I. p. 3 ,2. • • t 

i * 
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iVion of the Slave Tratte in Africa by a 
.ipritisfr act of parliament, seem to me to sliat 
tlieir eyes upon the lessons of history and 
experience. — I will not travel ovef again 
the ground I haVe trodden. I have before 
st.ycfl n>3* opinion, |hat the little iuforma- 
tioivn.’hicfi xve can glean of the ‘state anc^ 
Condition onAfi iea, befcqjp the resort thither 
of Euioneans tor colonial labourers, has heeii 
. cithe^vembaek or misrepresented in the 
jpd^r.tLOiK'oTtfhe abolitionists ; and, when 
J# riglit hnn. gent. (Mr. Hose) alluded to what 
Leo AiVicanus relates to u*. concerning Ne- 
gro Land, the -hon. gent. (MxeWilhcrforce) 
wlro has-interested himself so ttmtii in this 
question, appeared to me to promise us 
some comments upon the page of Leo. I 
shall not have an opportunity of obsen ing 
upoifwhat may fal^trom the hon. gent on | 
this subject, spid I am not sure whether his* 
usual ingenuity may not ^extract from Leo 
some passages which/ in his opinion, fa- 

* vourliis own views of the question 5 but I 
challenge him to contitidict this lesidt, that 
from the whole tenor of Leo's seventh book, 
which' treats of the negro nations, it appears 
that before the resort pf the Portuguese to 
the coast could have affected the ‘condition 
of the interior, wars, both for dominion 
and plunder, originating as frequently, and 
from as slight provocations as they do now, 
were common throughout ftcgro.Land; 

. that the captiyes 'taken in tlso.-e wars were 
either condemned to slavciy, 4 o imprison- 
ment, or to death ; that the condition ol 
that slavery was in many instances mo$J 
cruel and oppressive ; that extensive markets 

* for slaves were then open, and that to the* 
r Moors $nd to the easterivcounnicw thfc sale 
: of slaves was extensive ; that in some # in- 

m stances the- African Pences invit'd .yid even 
forced* the Slave Trade, r«.fu*».ng to pay. m 
, gold forHkhat they ‘bought, a if I compelling 
the merchant*, much against their wall, to 
ta?e slaves in return for their merchandize ; t 
and that slaves were at that day so plentiful, 
tr^nd horses for the purposes of war so valu- 
able, that fifteen or twenty slaves were gi- 
V ven fo£ one horse.. This I assert to be a fair I 
•abstract of what wo gather from Lfto, prc- | 
/tnising, however, that 1 am not /Me to ] 
read \ he oc>ginal Arabian, nor J r ive 1 ever j 

* met witJtfthc Italian* nafEiaf/m made by | 
L?o Jiimself. I have, « however, cflmpaied | 
the Latift Elzevir trail'd*.' i-m witji .1 French 1 
tiand. tioTi published at Lyons, in the six- j 

"iccntli century, and they ( co respond in d\ 
•esscntul respects. A vi Vager almost con- : 

' orary. w ith Leo, is C udemosta* .who in : 


speaking of the part of the African coast 
visited by him, tells us, that the negro na- 
tions are often at war, that they sell slaves 
to different nations, and some to the 
Christians, since they began to trade with 
that country,” evidently shewing, that when 
the Christians entered kito the commerce, 
they found it di ready established and exten- 
sive. — 1 build thfin, sir, my sentiments upon 
this question in p^tupon these authorities : 
and finding ltot&iing in divine or human law 
which f pronounces the possession, or the 
purchase, or tli£ use of a slave, to be ne- 
cessarily and invariably unjust, I cannot see 
either the obligation of the policy of abo- 
Jishing that share of the Slave-Trade which 
at present exists for the supply of our own 
colonies. If 1 wjere now to deliberate con- 
cerning any society* whether slavery should 
enter into its constitution, I should say j 
“ Coilai uly not." If I were laying down 
^regulations, and framing laws foi an infant 
political establishment, I would take into 
myyon M deration all the oiiginal and abstract 
rights cf man, for such rights do exist, and 
ought t(* be venerated, although they cannot 
often be npphtd with practical benefit to so- 
cieties that haw long existed under establish- 
ed lav^s. lint w e are not now in the case of 
debating w hether our colonies shall or shall 
not 4 je cultivated by slaves from Africa ; 
they aW^li^l ever have been so cultivated ; 
and wc kifciw af least that their prosperity 
has been hiUicrto dependant upon occasional 
supplies of the same description of import- 
ed population. All the rtM is expei nnent 
merely, and tlieow, contradicted too by all 
that we know from fact and experience. 
When 1 before took me isiun to observe the 
inconvenience of adopting in politic v a rule 
so rigid that we would profit by nothing in 
this world that was*, connected with vice and 
| abuse, the l*on. gent (Mr. Wdberforcc) told 
| n:c, that tr this was ever our way; we 
I wanted tn let the Skive Trade pair off with 
1 some oilier toieivtc/l ( rune.” Sir, 1 do not 
find in) sol (1 reduced to the miserable expe- 
dient ot defending one abuse by another. 

| I shewed how inapplicable these strict drawn 
| rules must pi me to the state of the world 
we live in, and that, if we would be rigid- 
ly bound by sai h principles, we must have 
neither lotteries not alehouses 5 blit I did 
not say that, dnnsistentJy with the present 
condition and circumstances of this country, 
it w as expedient that we should abolish ei- 
ther lot teiies or alehouses: why then does 
?!)'* hon. gent, taunt me with the charge tliat 
I have no l attempted to check those evils l 
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Why ara I to be summoned to put on the , diments which a laborious manufacture 
armour of chivalry, and to mouurmy Rosi- : ways opposes to population. The hftuse ha* 
nante in the hon. gent’s suit§ ? Sir, if I j heard the result of the experience of an hen. 
should ever sally out upon such adventures, ; gent.* near me (JVtr* Barham), fvhose liu- 
and, stepping beyond the little* circle of mane endeavours to support biff own num- 
public or private life, wherein I may have hers have hitherto prewed ineffectual. JVly 
it in my power to *n\ useful, should under-** hon. friend (Mr, Ward), whoyjifek^rSiXably 
take the reform of t^e world, •! will not I on this question u few night^$^-so a bfy. 
forget what is and has bee«i the average state#! that this house must wi*lf&t»at he would 
of human life : nor will I attempt to carry j more frequently take part in it/dWftatcs— 
legislation beyond its fairaiftfreasonable pro- and whose conviction or tjtfe subject^,?' pro- 
vince.— And now, sir, Hwill look towards ; tend not tq say results/mnj any partial vieiv 
the West Indies j and here the hon. gent. ; of thecas#, alluded £o« an estate which did 
(Mr. Wilberforce), attempts to pin me down i support umbers : that* estate, sir, is 
to the statement of progressive population most favourably circumstanced ; i^is inSula- 
which 1 Jia^p found produced by himself ted among the high lands of that district 
and his friends, and which, believing it to i where it is placed, and the rfegroes cannot, 
be tolerably exact, I hqpe contended did, j without the utmost difficulty, indulge that 


when connected with the v<g*y moderate 
supply the islands would need, were the/ 
left unthreatened by this measure, prove, 
that the humane purposes of the Abolitioy- 
isls were alteady attained, orin*a fair way 
to be attained, without any violent preced- 
ing. Oli! says the hon gent., if you ad- 
mit that, then without any importation, the 
increase by breeding will soon answer every 
purpose, except that of extending cultiva- 
tion, and that is what we cannot encourage. 
Sir, I belie\e that the treatment of slaves 
lias been improved by e^erience and miti- 
gated by civilization ; ami a elicit .fferefure. 


rambling propensity wl*i eh they bring with 
t^em from Africa, wi^re polygamy is the 
law of the larwd. I could tell my hon. 
friend, fliat those who have constantly had 
the care and superjntendance of that - estate’ 
have had also the caTe of others in the neigh- 
bourhood, to which they have extended ex- 
actly the same humane management j and 
that in no other instance have they found it 
flpssible’ to maintain the numbers without 
purchase — I am, enabled to state a case of 1 
peculiar hardship, in respect to an estate 
ailed Dean’s Valley, in the parish of West- 


_ _ _ morckind, Jamaica, which, from 320 ne- 

tiiat the maintenance ffT the •nimbeis by I groes which it posseted *in the* year l£83», 
breeding may have been progressive to a : ill assorted*as to sex, has sustained a gradual 
certain degree ; blit this goes a very little decay of its numbers, until, by the last re- 
way towards proving the policy of con- ; turn in the year 180(), the numbers were 
derailing om colonies te remain for eve^ reduced to iti(i. This estate, for upwards 
without the possibility of an imported sup- ] of 20 years past, has beGn in a trust under 
ply ot population ; for after this bill is pas- * wilf of the proprietor, who died jn 1783 $• 
bed, Ah ere is no remedy for any of those va- j a;id the trustees have not been #t liberty to* 
jTous events wbii h are \v ,thm the compass 1 purcluse^a negro. As to the treatment of 
of possibility , and whi^h may suddenly di- I the negroes in this interval, thoso*ivho know 
niinisli tlieir population* 1 lute a right to J any thing of that *\ slant! will satisfied,*. 


say, that theie is not any one m tlijs house, 
who can at this time toniccluro what am^ 


I that there has been nothing tabling in liu- 
_ | m.iyitv or provident care hen I state/that 
how man/ arc the, .V*eifc!ent#\vhich, in spile j Mr. M^ue has had the management of it, 
of humanity and \ igilance, m.^ contribute j having, at the sarrife^Ume, the charge 

Mr. Dehatiy’s estates in that ncigbourhood, 
tv here the tHimbers haje been 'maintained?' 


to the deciCj’ise of the negroes, in our West 
India colonies, while, within a lew leagues 
of them, a rival colony shall be flourishing 
and prosperous, unfettered by that eternal 
restriction w hich this bill will impose. A 
hurricane, and consfqueiif famine, carried 
off, in Jamaica alone, J5,cf)0 black inha- 
bitants. Epidemics have occasionally pre- 
vailed, that have proved nearly as fatal j 
and, independantly of such accidents, there 
exists the inequality of sexes, bearing more 
pr less hardly on individuals, and the impe- 


and tl*e condition of t*he negroes generally 
cited as among the happiest in Jamaica. Sir^ 
other ca*es of hardship may'wbe -stated, if 
necessar; — buses ctf minors and lessors of 
estate*, »\v ho will rtkeback # their jiropefties 
wholly or. nearly destitute of labourers, and 
consequently incapable *of being profitably 
k'iiltivatod 4 jpid*to vv bom, even in the long 
•nteival in wh:CU this question has keen un- 
der agitation, there In s not been the pt^wer 
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of the f ability to provide against the ruin 
Iphich^iow awaits them. - It has been said, 
ybvi have had warning. Why have you not 
imported iemaJe,s and young people ? As 
to thp warning, sir, there was not till last 
year an/ 1 concurrent decision of the two 
houids'^f WrJ i a m en t on this, question : and 
as to the \^* 4 tgjrable importation qf females, 
lias thatbeenSt the discretion of the plant* 
er } JA n heuv^and learned gent, (the Solici- 
lurfefieral), wh^sd speech made a deep im- 
-•(pression on the hpu»e, willing to. prove that 
slavery prevailed in Africa in exact propor- 
tion with the demand for slav\V and that 
crimes wjrre invented and forged'whenever 
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cause we found the colonies cultivated by 
slaves, and must continue so to cultivate 
: them), was.it to be expected that vie should 
; also be separately arraigned for the insuffici- 
ency of those laws, which, with better will 
than power perhaps, we have endeavoured 
»to apply in regelating* tills state of society ? 
Was it candid in the Son. and learned gent, 
(the Solicitor General) to cite, as an instance 
of West Indian b^barity, a law passed 120 
j years ago (the date of which he did not tell 
j us till the questihn was put to him), and in 
; which coarse expressions were found respect- 
1 ing slaves, when that learned gent, well 
knows that there exist, even in the statute- 


convicts were wanted, told you that if the , book of the British parliament (and I be- 
r planters should even say we will have none \ lieve yet unrepealed), several acts, the pro- 
but women and children, women and chil- visions of which aVe a disgrace to humanity ? 
dren would be convicted and transported ac- | — Sir; the lews which have been passed for 
cordingly. Sir^ Irtish gentlemen would * the protection of the negroes in the West 
consider what would have been the feelings i Indies have not all proved dead letter ; they 
of the house, and what the tone bf decla- 1 lvive been pnforccd and executed®! 11 many 
xnatien that would have been excited, had instances, and they are at least evidences 
. such a fact been stated in evidence, as that and records of the public opinion, by which 
of ship* waiting upon the coast of Africa the conduct of the whites in the West Tndies 
until they could be filled with women and is in a very considerable degree controlled ; 
children, because, forsooth, these were the nor is it true that those laws, which breathe 
description of slaves most saleable in the the mildest spirit, have been wrung from 
West Indies— with whnU exclamations of the colonists bv the discussion of this ques- 
horror would such a recital have been recei- tion ; it is well known that the consolidated 
ved \ And because the fact doys not exist ; slave Puv of Jamaica (the island which con- 
because the colonies have been obliged to 1 tains onfe*kalf thejilaves of our West India 
receive such slaves, and such only, as the J colonics) wdfc passed previous to that discus* 
Jaws of Africa -have suffered to bfe exported, . si on. — While I contend, sir, that skwery 


is it now to constitute an additional charge has been mitigated by civilization, I must 


against the planters, that they have not as •«; express a doubt whether civilization has 
sorted the sexes, or imported such only as e qually tended to prevent abuses in societies 
’were best fitted fof supporting the popula- of freemen governed by equal laws ; and if 
e tion ? — When the condition of the slaves a comparison he now drawn, as to thcprac- 
r in the West £ndia colonies is taken into coa- tical result in regard to the happiness uf in.- 
sideratibn by- the abolitionists, the/ fiwt tells dividual*, betwiit the pne society and the 
us that Asu^ry bids defiance to law. “There other, I may assert that, of arts of cruelty 
. -are laws 'tlq, true,” says t he hdn. member and oppression whi<*h stain the character of 
for ^ed ford i but there are masters of (hose who commit, and increase the m ; scry 

slaves:** and we bpar again and again, \vha of those who suffer”, them, more instances 
cannot be denieef, that laws made fmr a so- occur in the citfcs of»London and Westmins- 
fercty consisting T»f »-n*ixture of slaves and ter in one week, than in one month in the 
freemen, are not susceptible of the force whole island of Jamaica. — The hon gent. 

4 *and equal administration which Viws fyave in has somewhere alleged, that the circumstan- 
‘ d countiy of freemen only. Sir, nqbody ces /if slaves often purchasing their freedom 
t*hat 1 know of has pretended to prefer sla- vith tlie money they sate, is an indisputable 
very ?o freWom, or to contest the point, proof that they are miserable in a state of 
that slavery does hardly hdniit #of thjj com- slavery. Sir, a §lave, like an English labour- 
plefe e^ntroul o£ the tyw! Slavery has been *r, looks upon a liberation from labour ns 
mitigated,, and must lie mitigated, as civili sovereign good. It does not follow that 
nation is expended.* It is mitigated by n.nr.- * • is the happier for having attained it ; but 
t nera, by opinions, and by axanapjes. rut* it is something to know that these ill-treired 
. feir, when the full measure’ ^>f censure hn‘ d.ives do yet frequently save propetty enough 
been pouted upon us fronj this channel (be- wherewith to purchase their freedan.— 
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Most sincerely do I wish that, respecting man, who, on such an occasion 
the treatment of negroes, either* -in oue is* ■ sell your drays and your horses, 
land or in one insulated district, an experi- j your men, use less malt and hops, 
ment had been made at the expense of go- 
vernment, and upon the maxims or the abo- 
litionists, and that it might have been seen w 

, bow far the voluntary services of African J assist the brewers, have projeci 
~ ’ ’’ ^ which they beloved would stV 

on fire, * 1 * 

to 


hegroes could have bfen oBtainqd* an d * n 
dustry and happiness haye been advanta- 
geously promoted, under a system essential- 
ly differing from that wMrlf prevails in our 
colonies. We should the* have proceeded 
upon sound and safe principles, to innovate 
upon that which, however imperfect, has 
conduced hitherto tcf their prosperity. — The 
hon. gent. >yill not admit my supposition 
that our needful supply ( f the dread of abo- 
lition* were removed) vvopld become very 
trifling, in comparison with t^e numbers 


less duty, aud that will reliefs 
should some hon.*gent. «in this nous 
such a moment, processing an qpxift; 



know your case, for low you can$$t say 
that it is my projected lrneasure which has 
occasioned^ your ruiufA'bfe distress of tli« 
West India ^oloniesT a\ ibis moment, sir, 
arises frum their having complied with the 
■ urgent stimulation of the mother* country, 
j in furnishing her not only • with produce 
amply sufficient for her own consumption, 
but also with % large surplus to enrich her 


islands ; for he contends that* by foreign trade; and, Vcause the foreign 


now in our 
we still desire slaves, for the purpose of ex- 
tending oer cultivation indefinitely, not re- 
collecting how little likely it is that cultiva- 
tion should be further extended, under^the 
existing discouraging markets for produce ; 
and I have not been snrpsised, sir, to hear, 
at the same time, the present distress of the 
West India trade urged as an argument in 
favour of the abolition. The abolition, says 
an hon. gent (Mr. Jacob), will prove a bles- 
sing to you, for it will les.^Ai that produce of 
which you now iiyport too njucK f while 
the hon. gent (Mr. WiHJth*forc<*), opposite 
to me, who had been told by me, that, in 
opening the case of the West India trade, 
I should not think it necessary to allude in 
the most distant ni:uiner*to this question 
and who seemed to approve the distinction, 
did, upon that occasion, and when I could 
not reply to him, apply the whole of that 
dfie to this question, and expressed his satis- 
faction that the postponement of this de- 
bate had given him ail opportunity of pre- 
viously hearing our case stated, since now it 
must appear, that * it was not to the Aboli- 
tion of the Slave tnjde that could be impu- 
ted the distresses of the colonists.’ Sir, I 
cannot so w^ll answer these extraordinary 
arguments as by recalling to the memory ot 
the house that there have beeft periods 
when, fur two or three successive years, thefse 
useful and valuable establishments, the 
public breweries of thft coumry, have been 
admitted to be t n m>l t .bio, tfhd eien losing 
concerns ; and we will suppose that in such 
circumstances the bi ewers had found it neces- 
sary to lay their case before parliament, re- 
quiring sorn i legislative measure lor their 
icJitffj what should we think of the statosr 


m&rket, not by their flhilt, ^s denied to the 
j colon ists* they ask* you to support them 
' under the burthen of producing what ha*, 
been, and may agftie be* a most profitable 
resource to yourselves. — On the political 
value of the colonies, and the intimate con- 
nection of their prosperity with our naval 
power, having on another occasion spoken 
at"&ome length, 1 will now be silent j and 
very shortly advert to the danger of insur- 
rection in the islands connected with tho 
present bill.® Sir, I do not desire to look on 
the gloomy side, and will«houe jhat out co-^ 
Ionics may # not undergo the rapid fatera 
Saint Domingo; but I cannot forbear to 
notice what we have h/ u*J upon high au-* 
Thority, that the people ot France do connect 
f the revolution in Saint Domingo with the . 
abolition of the slave trade. The noble lord # 
(Lauderdale) who, in the course of" the late 
ncgociatioy, was thus informed, is $aid to- 
have replied, that he believed otherwise. X* 
respect much* sir, the manly undemanding 
of that noble lord, but cannot j^nsider hi* 
opinion on this subject as o g equal value 
with Mia t generally difiiisetfWer the Fiench 
nation, who witnessed the fchole course 
that dreadful event, wTTTpuiew the pains 
taken by the |\misdes Nun's to spread their • 
doctrine in Uie colonies/ and who rS^d the.’ 
twopenny 9 and threepenny publications,* 
which there tc o teemed fromV^a press/ in- * 
viring the*negrow Jo break their chains • 
upon the „heads of their oppressor ” . Ex- 
pressions ecjualiy intlanfmatofy 1 could shew 
the noble loul (Howick) .who sit* on the 
lentil befpre me. in the pamphlets which* 
have been CiiCulgted here, although I doubt . 
njt that his mind has never been sulked by 
•• # • • 
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perusal of them, and that he therefore 
tuoughj an allusion which 1 made to them 
won a former day less justifiable than it 
really wasC Sir, it is ^iot the debates of 
this house (of vriiich we are charged with 
perZnittins the circu^ition in the colonies) 
fhafcr* s^giich calculated to impress the 
ifiina as an g£t of legislation, 

the operatiofifetk 4yhich he will immediately 
,*ee, apdt^e grounds and motives of which 
lie wfli* thclfr naturally make the objects of 
his enquiry. — This / §ir, 1 think is the pro- 
per moment for fhy\cknowledgipg that pro- 
tection to our chan&drs, which- jSome hon. 
gents have tliought fit to interpose against 
the abuse which others have so copiously 
bestowed upon us. I have, sir, carefully 
estimated the amount of that protection, and 
I think it is this: * tjiese West India planters 
and merchants^’ say Jhey, 4 are, for aught 
, we know, anatomically constructed, much 
like other people ; they have a sculk, a brain, 
•a pia and a dura mater, like ourselves ; but 
xnanSs the crcatureof habit, and their habits 
are detestably bad. Their early associations 
lill theTr minds with inveterate prejudices, 
which prevent them either from understand- 
ing or feeling like the rest of thtf world : 
but then let us not be to© severe upon them ; 
for were we ourselves (lo‘rd H. Petty, Mr. 
banning) exposed to similar impressions, 
which thank God we are not ! 8ur opinions 
conduct slight be, just like theirs.* I 
do not knoW how others may k?el on this 
subject, sir, but I for one desire not to put 
the gentlemen to this cxpence of reluctant* 
liberality, to exact from them this tribute 
•of left-handed candour. All that in our 
•defence and justification I >yould ask of riicm 
# is, that wljen they have torn out of the j 
atatutesbook. the acts bf one hundred and ! 
fifty yearsvind scattered them upon the floor, j 
they woif^l permit tis, humble* gleaners, to.; 
■^collect ana tarry home with us the frag- J 
mertts j we xviT treasure up the preambles [ 
and provisions vQBch they have cqntenip- i 
^ttpusly reiected J|ytfl .those shall be our jus- I 
tification : for theuest, Jet them leave us to 
• •God and to ‘our o^v^i conscience^; but if we 
ask ihepi not to Rouble themselve# about 
pur defence, let, f hem reool’ect, fha^ \ipui 
the subject #£/uie slave Trade it ill becomes a j 
member of the parliamanPof preat Britain 
to atigmatize the instruments wludh that 
legislature has deluded into a crijne (if we 
are so to Call it), of which the nation has 
fpeketted the gains. — I am herejedio adverfc 
to that ^compensation which is Sue, as I 
tq those whose properties bill 
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may injure or destroy, and for which there 
is, within the bill, no provision, nor has 
there been any thing like a distinct pledge 
given, pn the contrary, the opportunity of 
discussing the justice or expediency of soch 
a provision has not occurred, his Majesty’s 
P ministers having decjaied themselves not 
authorised* to ixpresg the royal permission 
for entertaining ihe question. I had the 
highest direction in this house, your own, 
sir, for declining, Mi merely asking his Ma- 
jesty’s Ministers for that permission, to go 
at length into the general argument j and I 
am driven now into the necessity of urging 
what I have to sny on die subject as an ob- 
jection to this bilk which canqot, as I con- 
tend, without some such qualification, be 
reconciled with ttyit regard for justiee and 
lor property,, which the acknowledged at- 
tribute of a British house of commons : and 
here I have a right to call upon those for 
their support, who may be, in - ail other 
respects, flic nils to this bill, but who hate 
invariably maintained that it ought to pass, 
accompanied with a liberal pledge of com- 
pensation to those whose property, hitherto 
protected by the laws, may be injured by 
its enactments. ■ I have more paiticularly a 
right tq expect such support from gentlemen 
connected with the colonics, a: d friends of 
abolition, but who must yet be well aware 
of.tlie pt.ijtia^ injuries it v.dl inflict, and who 
will not, Ictrust; vote for t h i ■» bill, since it 
contains no pledge of protection to those 
who may innocently sillier by its operation. 
Sir, it was objected to me, when 1 attempt- 
ed to introduce th'.i question to the house, 
‘that it was not the usage of parliament in 
similar great public regulations, to provide 
compensation prospectively. But thsre is 
the act of 28 Geo. III. cap. 54, which stares 
us in the face, in direct contradiction to this 
assertion : that act relates to the regulation 
of the slave ti<ule on the coast of Africa, it 
r is not my business to make distinctions be- 
twixt the African and'JVest Indian slave 
trades, but ^he former is not the part of the 
trade for which parliament has ever expressed 
a predilection, and yet, in the 15tli section 
of the act e I have mentioned, there is a large 
and liberal provision of compensation, not 
merely for property taken away, but for 
losses to be sustained? How, let me ask, 
did such a clau& And its way into that bill ? 
His Majesty’s approbation lor the considc-' 
ration of the subject was certainly first ob- 
tained, and then the house did, upon deli- 
beration, seethe policy and the justice of 
admitting that provision. Why then, in . 
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the name of justice, has even a deliberation versal of those statutes. Understanding#^!* 
upon the question, as applied \o this bill, to be tire hen. baronet's opinion «(he will " 
been denied to us ? We are assured that correct me if J have ‘mistaken it), 1 mist 
we shall sustain ho injury, and, qn the con- say, # ihat it is an qpinion repug|an: to^ver y 
trary, that the colonies are to be greatly principle of justice, humanity, andjjound 
benefited by the abolition. Are they sincere policy.— One ill effect that result from, 

who advance thisopinion (Messrs. Wilber# passingMie bi.ll, thus uuqudjMd shall 
•force, Jacob, &c. &c^? Then,, sir, at how surely experienge, in the d’d^X'agemeni it 
cheap a rate might they, in this instance, will cast *upon the comrorfwar spirit of the 
have the grace of relieving apprehensions, country. What have Aierclian /adventurer* 
of removing objections,\siftrof connecting a to trust to but written! laws ? They cannot 
measure certainly of innovation anfl violence call into .question vwtljer the legislator* 
with a display of uniform and consistent jus- who passed those l^\fs were more or iess 
tice ! But, on the other hand, we are told, well infused, and hac#or*had not the fullest 
take case how yon^dmit any consideration lights upon the subject. Sir, twqptv-ffveor 
of compensation, for the whole revenue of thirty years ago, when I commenced iner- 
Engl.md might not suffice for tlie claims it chant, had l canvassed botlf houses of par- • 
would occasion. Are they sincere who ad- liament for an opinion how a meicantile 
vance this opinion (Mf. Whitbjjpad)? Then capital could adventured in iorei^h enm- 
how cautious should we be of incurring i rperce the mo^t advaotggeoasly to the public, 
loss of such magnitude, that the whole reve- nine out of every ten would have advised me 
nue of llte? country may be too little to make to embJfrk it upon "the cultivation ot the co- 
it good. I am aware that thosd who main- lonies ; and in this reign two acts hav* been 
tain this last opinion have alledgetl,* that passed, encouraging loaTis, one from British . 
compensation may be demanded for volun- subjects and one from foreigners* for that 
tary and exaggerated losses, and for a sacri- purpose; and yet, in this very reign, the 
fice of extravagantly computed prospective security of those wjio lent money in faith of 
profits. Sir, there could b# no such dangers tjiose acts, is, without compensation, to be 
incurred under a clause wisely restricted to violated; for an .estate that may be at any * 
real and substantial losses — a clause framed time cultivated by the purchase of negroes 
with reference to precedents that already (whether more or less of that desc ription he 
exist in the statute-book, and exy.tfssed. in now upon ft) is, in the West India colonies.^ 
terms of additional preclRftionfjiiggehted by a valid security ; but* lanfl deputed of •tfdSt 
the present case? Is it pretended, sir, that privilege and u«e, is not so- I cannot, sir, 
this bill can operate without unmerited in- but look with despondency to the effect this 
jury to individuals? or does the house adopt, example must have upon commercial confi- 
the sentiments which I l*eard, with the ut- deuce and credit. You will still, I doubt 
most surprise, fall from an hon. baronet?-^ not, have your loan contractors, your lottery 
sentiments which did appear to me so ex- 1 contractors, yoigr barrack contractors, and 
traor^inary and objectionable, that 1 cannot t[ie swarms that hang upon ^our revenues 
press myself freely concerning them, tin- departjrumts may increase perhaps as the 
less the hon. baronet (siy P. Francis) be pro- matter they have to feed upon wiiyftnmiish; 
sent. And now, sir, seeing him present, I , but the ardent ancf adventurous spirit which*., 
shall state what I understood him to pro- has created and sustained fbrcominercial 
nounce as his deliberate opinion (referring character of this country has ' Ai&ed 
not to slaw traders onf # tlie «oast of Africa, other fruits beneath another sun/ and reh- • 
but to the West India planters and mer- dered every quarter Gfcjiuyworld the theata 
chants); and if I heard him right, it was, of British industry, and tl e source of British 
that no person who had been concerned in a wealth, canfexist only tuft^r an uniform and* 
trade which parliament has recently declared consistent protection 4mrn\ the legislature, 
to be contrary to justice, humanity, *and j and," panting tlwt^ miKk^xpire. — I . have, 
sound policy, can, in respect of losses sus- j sir, now % only a few words tJVattdres^to my 
tained in that trade, fhake out to parliament hon. friend| cdhnecfced with the colonies, 
a case that ought to be htfbrd for com pen- who lflwe given their support to thj** %iil. 
sation. The hon. baronet thus puts out of Let me aqjt them whift is tneir sifuation be- 
the protection of the law a large class "of fore it passes, and what will be^heir situtt- 
British subjects, who can plead a long series »tion when \\ passed ? Tbey*h.»ve now*a 
6f ancient statutes as their authority, and long series of legislative authorities to refer . 
Whose claim is precisely founded 011 the re- to, ii\ jupport* of those establishment*# end 
You IX, ‘ K • . \ % • 
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■ i which their property has 
To-morrow those esta- 
that cultivation, will bo as 
i interdict, and as vepro- 
;islatu h. My hon . friends 
ket^ up their opinions on 
have rejected with scorn, 
hich has* been offered to 
istinct cfiaractef and class 
^ r colonists. If they could 
possiljfv have felt lay complacency in that 
distinction, they rrjx st know that to-morrow 
that too will lose it Rvalue. My hon. friends 
will not believe th^T I speak own senti- 
ments, fpr I acknowledge nogufrlt imputa- 
ble to any of ns ; but those who call us all 
guilty may l*>ok upon them as pnrticipes 
cri minis, useful while retained as evidences, 
or detached from their qpcomplices, but, 
when the cause is c over, subject to the in-« 
difference, nek tef use a stronger teftn, 
which generally attends that description of 
.persons. Are my hon. triends flattering 
thertisldves (1 knojp thet "Some of them have 
so done) that here the matter ends, anil 
that, iti future, the colonist will enjoy his 
property without molestation? Have they 
not heard, sir, is not the alarm-bell of fur- 
ther innovation yet ringing in their erfrs, 
have they not heard a yobng nob’eman, of 
great hope, and of the highest connections 
in this country, announce a mAsuic tending 
'^diiecily to emancipation ? That young no- 
ofeman \Clil bfe treated like a gallant -oldier 
who outsteps *tht- line, and anticipates the 
charge; but the line is advancing, and the 
charge will soon be made. Where then 
, will my honor ib|p friends take their stand * 
Are they pledged to go all lengths, w are 
* they, by a late hesitation and repentance, to 
1 lose the m£nt of theic* former cqpcessiods ? 
•Had tnev not better, even if they object pot 
to this 0^, lay hold of the lavj'S which have 
hitherto Jb^tepted them, and demand com- 
pensation aMigast, as the condition of their 
passive concunjfcre* they will soon* find' 
themselves tin oLtingyi shed from ‘us who 
ffitvc from thclMHvithstood these inno\a- 
l# tions — undisl'iigilshed, excepting by the 
•bitter^eonsciouyte* of having beers aiding 
•ind dohsentin / jjt their # ovvn destruction ; 
•and Ifcey mps^flu contacted with us fo walk 
. through* t|e^jp>irc wirjj a^brandfipon their 
backs y iflihey enjoy* a^short prosperity, it 
wul be a< prosperity blasted by obloquy and 
reproach * if they fall, on the contrary, as I 
J^lieve they will, they will fall ungitied and 
^npwkected. — Sir, if in wtyt \ have said I 
• nave caressed myself at any time with un- 


becoming warmth, I shall to-morrow be sor- 
ry for the house will, I trust, regard it 
as the effort of an expiring flame, the spasm 
before dissolution. Believing, as in since- 
rity and Sobriety I do, that if this bill pass, it 
condemns the colonies to a decay more or 
less rapid, I could not bring myself to say 
less in justification cjf the opposition I have 
given, and must^continue to give to it ; but, 
sir, 1 have done, and cannot foresee that I 
shall again at* an/ time have to trouble the 
house On this subject, unless it chance that 
on the one hand consequences I do not now 
look for should demand from me retractions 
or concessions, which shall, in that case, be 
freely made before they are called for, or that 
I should, on the other hand, "be compelled 
to submit to the house cases of individual 
distress and injury originating in this bill, 
and humbly praying for compensation ; 
should this last, sir, be my lot, and should 
even the worst I have contemplated come to 
\iass, I shail not think that the language of 
reproaeli will avail any thing und-T such cir- 
cumstances, neither will I (and for this the 
hon. gent, whom I oppose ought to thank 
me) at that time undertake their defence and 
justification. I will not 6ay that I knew 
many of these abolitionists who, with the 
exception of their prejudices on this subject, 
\vere*much like other men ; and that, had I 
bcen,*$£» thank God 1 was not, like them, 
misled by 4^usiv« Xheonts, deceived by false, 
exaggerated, or partial accounts ul what has 
passed, and is passing in Alika and the West 
Indies,- instigated by popular clamour (it- 
self artificially ant^ enthusiastically excited) ; 
and fascinated by oratory, 1 might wuh 
them have given my voice for a measure 
which has pro\ed destructive ut its fe object, 
and has sacrificed one main source of our na- 
tional prosperity. • 

Sir Philip Franks had never said, that the 
persons engaged in the slave trade were out 
of the protection of ahe law. What he had 
stated on a former night v. as, that lie would 
not be a party to ’any pint ceding of that 
house, w hich should pledge to any compen- 
sation for any future losses that might arise 
from any measure under discussion. He 
hatl asserted that, on general principles, iht-re 
could be no claim for losses sustained by a 
transaction which I ho house had declared to 
be contrary to justice, humam'y, and policy; 
and he still adhered to that opinion. He had 
gone further with respect to Trinidad; for 
'that was a modern establishment, and Die 
speculations had been undertaken in thwt 
island, with a knowledge of the resolution 



133] .PARL. CfiBATES, n March1^*80^. — Slave' Traic Abolition Bill. 

of parliament of 1792, that the trair6hould that had ever existed in the world. *3|io 
be abolished after a certain time, He should slave was called to work half an hoifr bef&ra 
feel it his duty to resist any application from sun r^se, and was dismissed from work IjSlf 
that island, at the same time thatfhe would an hour after sun sdt, and. this {triad o$7a- 
be as ready as any hon. member to grant hour, with the intermission of tvio ho<>% in 
compensation for losses which might be sus- the course of the day, %'as greatjjrflian cluld 
gained by the operation of jjie bill, upon a* be borne in a .tropical cl i mat* i&T^y w^f© 
special case being mad% out. • besides worked tfndcr the practice 

Mr. LytLeton, though he had not the pre- - which had never obtainetHfi tf <any years; and 
sumption to suppose thaV he^ould place the men, and boys, and girl/of tender a&e, and 
arguments that bad alreim/bccn cyiployed women in ap advanced stage of pregnancy f 
in the different stages of mis measure in a were subjected to blowJaUthc discretion of 
stronger light, or a more persuasive form, the driver.® The slavfrvin the West Indies 
could not yet content himself with giving a was mucl^rtifllre severe\hari in the ancient 
silent vote upon this occasion. The slave world ; for shortly after the propagation of 
trade was so* enormous and' horrible, that Christianity, slavery was done away. Here 
there was no parallel to it in the annals of the hon. member read an extract from the « 
the world. He was glad that the measure of historian Gibbon, to shew that, when the 
its abolition was at lcifgth arrived at its last (> sources of procifring skwes were cut off by 
stage; though he was sorry that any altera- the union of Asia and £fri(?i with the Ro- 
tion had been made in the preamble, because man empire, the Rop.ians obtained them by 
he could dot reconcile to himself any com. the more" tedious method of propagation, 
promise upon the subject. He was- convinced which was promoted # by mild treatment* and* 
that none of the imputed const quences wguM encouraging marriage. These were the facts . 
follow from the adoption of the measure. upon w hich the advocates of the bill snp- 
JVlr. Hen iy Thornton observed, that it did ported it. Rut it would likewise have the 
not signify to the house what Leo Africanus e lbct of promoting the civilization of Africa, 
or Mr. Park might have thod^ht of the slave w hich was shut out at present from every 
trade, as they w ere themselves more eompe- side of the coast. .7 his measure would place * 
tent to decide upon the facts before them, both Africa and the West Indies in a better 
In a communication w hich he had wiyi Mr. condition, ai^ have the effect of putting ail 
Park, however, thrtf gentle man a though he end toHhc wars, crimes, and kidnappings, . - 
studitnisly avoide^gitlm^ any cWisive o >i - which were lesorted tb in* Afi ich-to obtrfitf* 
nion as to the effects of the abolition of the slaves. Of^dl the slaves that-were brought 
slave trade, admitted that the justice of such troin tliat country, not one was taken upon 
a measure did not allow of an argument, just grounds ; but the instances were num« 
This measure would untruly throw wide ^erJess of those taken by fraud and criminal 
open the doors of civilization for Africa, but | artilices. He considered the trade as a crime,* 
lay the tirst stone for the establishment of i and ift abolishing to, th.e house was perform- • 
th^hajR.iness of the West Indies. As this J iii£ a primary duty ; tjie fir-t duty of parlia- • 
countiy w'as the balance for the great power j ment beiti£to provide for the freedom of the. 
on the continent, they ought to attend to the j subject, and that no # mai\ should rG^iVe in- 
grounds upon which its mentis were founded, jjury from another. Alter a fcY^/observa- - 
and particularly in its colonies. Measures . lions on the Sierra Leuuc e*t:ibfymment, Jjie 
were to be taken for the "improvement of the j*hon. jnember concluded b)j£*rmg his hearty 
condition of* the mass of. the people in the ! support U) the bill. | 

sister kingdom; an lion, gent* of great j Captain Herbert the measuit? • 

weight in that house (Mr. Whitbread) from ; fraught with ruin to the Colonies and the 
his character and talents, had brought for- commercial pilisperity of country* Ha.*’ 
ward measures for the improvement of t(je , complained of the style o\dWamation* and *. 
mass of the people in this country; measures commoa- place expfe^ions mlj^stlpe andhu- • 
had on a foimer occasion been taken to cor- ’ manity, generally delivered wiiVmuch" elo- 
rect abuses which were said £0 have existed quence, with iwhichf this measure had been 
in the East Indies; and he w r <?uld ask, w'he- ’ supported. It was foojisb, if not blatyhl- 
ther it was not right that they should tnke{ mous, for them to graft on their thqpries the 
measures for the improvement of the West . character of the dispensations of Qj vine Pro- 
I rydia islands ? He had paid pa rticulaf fatter- vsdence. *T^y ought to consider the good* 
tion to the case of the slaves, and he agreed that this measuite* might do to Afriea, and * 
that the system was more severe than any the evildf might do lo ourselves, and* havifig 

.• K . 3 x • * 
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cmqpared the quantity of good and evil that 
s»ght Result from it, if the former should 
preponderate, to consider whether this was a 
impntnt at» which they. could afford to en- 
counter sojnuchsivil. if this country were 
to ^t hdsaVr its capital from the slave trade, 
our\?nemivtfwould be enabled to carry it on { 
upon beljtnAVms, because r tlie price of the 
slave woulc^i^Hfwer on the coast. But the 
Trans- A'dam ic market was but a small part 
of tlu^ilave market} The emigre of Mot oc- 
co, and the great empires in the interior of 
Africa, took otf fhc greatest portion of them. 
If he thought that (ace existed the cruelties 
alledged .in the treatment of thfctelaves, he 
shouid riot oppose the measure. But he had 
been in all our West India colonies, in all the 
islands belonging to other nations, and he 
thought the condition of the labourers in the 
West Indies as happy as that of the peasantry 
in any nation or Europe. The sway of the 
whites was mild, but the tyranry of the 
-blacks was really a whip of scorpions. If 
thismll were to br pasted, the emancipation 
would follow. He had been in the empire 
of Hayti, and conversed with all classes from 
N the field negro to the field olbcer, and he 
could assert, thafthey Had not wished for li- 
berty when it was offered to them, but pre- 
ferred the mild governmeht of the whites to 
the severe oppression of the blacks. 

Mr. T. IV. Plummer was as touch, an ad- 
‘yvocate for liberty as qny man, but thought it 
’ v'ery * dangerous to propagate spell an idea 
among the unenlightened negroes. It was 
to be recollected how much Great Britain 
had already lost in her colonial strength, by 
. the discussion of these abstract principles* 
to that she owed the revolt and loss of her 
American polonies, and it* behoved her to be 
awar&of propagating notions of political rfght 
* among a people so unintelligent and"so easily 
provoked to revolt as nhe negroes. With 
regard toSbe* supply of negroes to the colo- 
nies, as it .igneared on all hands at least a 

* questionable pdftft, that the negro popifiation 
m gpuld be kept fl y wit hout any farther impor- 
tation, he reconilfhSnded rather a suspension 

• of the trade than^a total abolition, in older 

‘ that /tb experiment might be fairly made 
••upon this imporj^nt question. * • 

* Kir. Bam/fn\ said, that the total time of 

• labour was only ten hopra* Tb^whip of a 
daiver was never used, tjiQugh f it w^» former- 
ly ; andrit was* no more used now than the 
mace wa# to knock down members in the 

•lobby. Neither the drivers nor white sef 
.Vantefyad power to punisfc without consent 
of the masters. The negroes preferred the 


ordinsTiqr mode of labour to lashes, as he him- 
self had fyand by experience. He positively 
asserted, 'that when women were pregnant 
all idea c.f labour was at an end. His ne- 
groes hac! brought him, on a fear of scarcity, 
about a thousand pounds in gold ; which w as 
,a proof that negroes had, in general, not 
been so harshly treated as had been appre- 
hended. 

Mr. H. Thornton still maintained that he 
was correct inhke, joints he had stated. 

Mr. Secretary Windham remarked, that 
although the overseers of plantations made 
use of tnc whip, that did not prove that the 
negroes were treated with cruelty; but, af- 
ter all, it w r as not the intention oi the house 
to abolhli slavery, but the slave trade. Theie- 
fore, when the anti-abolitionists spoke of the 
miserable condition pf the slaves, they were 
arguing against themselves, inasmuch ns it 
was no part of the present bill to abolish sla- 
very in the "West Indies. Slavery was as an- 
cient as the days of Homer, who said, take 
from a man his liberty, and you take from 
him h s virtue. Still slavery was a degrading 
situation for man, and it was to be wished 
that it could be abolished. Slavery, how- 
ever, differed ? cry muc h, as to dtgrcc, in 
different countries ; and he could not but be- 
lieve, upon the testimony adduced, that the 
authority exercised over the negroes in the 
WestSLndies was much less than in most 
other complies w fort** slavery existed at all. 
But even if this mcasnic were carried, sla- 
very would continue in the West Indies; 
and tho^e advocates for the measure were 
not consistent w ith themselves, who argued 
from principles of strict right and justice in 
favour of the present measure, and yet did 
not follow up their own principles, by eman- 
cipating the present slaves in the West In- 
dies. The right hoii. secretary proceeded 
to observe, that *>n such a question, the 
house ought not to go upon abstract princi- 
ples of right, but upon the consideration of 
the consequences of the measure, and the 
possible ruin of the Biitish empire resulting 
from it. *As to Africa, this measure would 
produce no benefit to that country, for there 
would nfit be less slavery after our abolishing 
the trade than before it : in the West Indies 
it would tend to produce discontent among 
the negroes ; to individuals it would be a 
great loss and injustice, and would prove 
ruinous to numbers who had a claim to the 
protection of this country. France and other 
rival nations would ’most probably refuse re 
imitate our example, and would redouble 
this traffic to our ruin. Nor was this a time 
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to venture such an experiment. W^^ere ’ try. He painted in strong colours the mor- 
engaged in a dangerous war with ^powerful j tality which took place among our tfpopsvi 
em my. Was it not also, a time # tope strict- ; the West Indies, and contended, that if ye 
ly econo nical ? Were they not calfjtl u* at- 1 coold*recover all onf brave countermen \/ho 
tend to candle ends and pheese 'parings ? j had been sacrificed in tflat cJmtry^jlhey 
And, at such a time, should parliament would he cheaply pifchased \w the ryfin* 
thnk of tlirowinifavay such a resource as# quishmetit ot all the riches whi^J had flowed 
the West India islands ? Ditl th*y not see from it. He ri(|jculed the idj^of the colb-, 
empire niter empire tumbling like so many J nies quitting the proteciios/c^r Britain ; they 
nine pins all around them r He knew there j had too much good seivp to take such a rash - 
were some of liis hon. frAnfl? who would tell , step ; for they must well know, thafeas wc 
him the present measuie tended to* security j were masters of the ^ii, # we must also be 
against such dangers. He wished it might, I masters the soil. lfor # did he apprehend 
but he feared it. It this question was one i that the addition of*tli|? slave trade wotfld > 
of feeling merely, ifll their feelings must be cause any insurrection among the blacks, 
alike; but hg deprecated their feelings run- Had it not been in agitation for*20 years, 
ning away with their better judgment. It and had there been the least •ferment among m 
was not true that pailiamcnt was about to them in consequence ? After a warm pane- 
abohsli the slave trade* they wgre only abo- gvric on his lata right hpn friend (Mf. Fox), 
lishmg their share in it ; and it was ever? v^lio had tlu* abolition ever at heart ; and on 
doubtful, if, after all, this measure would, in his hon. friend (Mr. WTlbeftorce), by whose 
any degree, diminish the haffic in slates on unwearied exertioPis the question had at 
the coast of Africa, i Ie wi-hecfhis forcbo- length been brought to a successful termin*- 
dings and fears might go no farther ; byt, at tion, he, concluded^ declaring, that he had 
any rate, he must renounce the honour and never given a vote with more heartfelt satis-' 
glory of effecting a measure which would be faction than that which he should give on 
productive, as some gentlemen expected, ot the motion before ^he house, 
such salutary effects; at the same time, dis Lord* Castirreagh lamented his difference 
claiming any share in the pernicious con sc- m opinion frorq his hon. friend (Mr Wil-* 
quences, which, to his apprehension, were ber force). However the right hon. gent, 
much more likely to accrue from it# adop- who had just sat down, might, by the supe- 
tion. m * rior hrilliaifcy of his genius ana ingenuity of 

•Mr. Sher'uhir^fpfto&i to fti# right hon. argument, disguise Uie <fnc^tiq|^U was. ini- 
friend, who, msa\ ing that the same argil- possible that the measure pow before the 
ments which applied i<# the abolition of (he house could ever accomplish what the libera! 


slave trade, nUo applied to the abolition o£ 
slavery, had blended things winch ought 
to be kept distinct. r ihc one was in cm? 
power, the other was in our hope, but uot 
at piesent in our power. With aspect to 
^he treatment of slaves in the West Indies, 
he wanted no testimony on tli.it subject. 
Despotism must lead toaciuelty. As in the % 
words of Shakespeare, “ Mercy is twice 
blest, it blesseth hurt that goes, and him 
that takes V* so despotism wis twice cursea. 
It cursed him that exercised it # and him on 
whom it was exercised. He trusted, there- 
fore, that the present measu: e was the pre- 
amble of the future; but at th? same time 
• he was aware that the ultimate step must be 
taken with the utmost tenderness, caution, 
and deliberation. TS> give? immediate free- 
dom to men who had alwa)% been accustom- 
ed to slavery, would be prcniucliveof the most 
serious consequences. With regard to fhe 
wealth derived from the West Indies, we, 
liad paid for it more than “ human sinews 
bought and sold" ever produced to this coun- 


mird of ins him. friend had for so many years 
in contemplation. The only result would 
be, that perhaps the attachment to the nlo* 
thffr country wqpid be a 1'utle shaken, the 
people in our West India oologies might b€^ 
driven t» import contrary to the wish and or- 
der of parliament, and the nmnl^ej of deaths 
would mosteprobatdy bh increased. 

Mr. JVilt erforce called mft^ieriousJy the 
attention of the house to.tL« point towhicj* 
the question was now Brought. They hao? 
for the present no objgcyT* mediately be&ae 
them, but that of puttim* a stop directly to 
the carrying* men in BrJ&h ships to be sold* 
as slrfVes in the British ^is\ids in. the West 
Indfgs. *If that* measure, was /to be shortly^ 
carried into execution, he slMkl think that 
his labour for fhosedp years past would bfc 
amplv’vewardcd : but still, he must qptffess, 
that he should have afcother object after that 
in view, and that he looked forward to a still 


pnge in the state* of the nic- 
est India islands. According 


more happj clipnge in the state* of the nft- 
groes in the West India islands. According 
to tht; plain rules of common sqpsq, his Jo^i 


i^nisjo k 
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cal friend on the other ride of the house 
(hit. Windham) must be in error * we 
were not to say that because a man had two 
wounds we should refrainlfrom cdring one, 
becau& it wli nothin our power to heal up 
both fthe Wounds imrrifcdiately. The right 
■ bon. gent. nm«| see, without .entering into 
any 9 metaphysial discussion* that tjie great 
Author of our betA^Jiad ordained, that the 
duty and happiness oS mankind should be 
closely 4t>noected. If was our duly to put 
a stop as speedily asjxjfcaible to the traffic and 
•ale of our fellow mei and notwithstand- 
ing the forebod ings\)f the noble Iffr^Castle- 
reaghj, hq* had reason to hope tnat we 
should have the happiness to see that smug- 
gling would be afi easily prevented in that as 
in any article that was at present attempted 
to be deSIt in contrarytto law. • Fie thought 
1 it to be an act qf dujy* towards the many, 
great and enlightened statesmen that had 
supported him in the accomplishing 6f this 
object yhich lie bad most de.arly at heart, to 
acknowledge the libefalitjf with which they 
liad set asi^e all lesser differences, and united 
their efforts with this great measure, fur 
promoting the happiness of mankind. The 
chearfulness with which it was supported by | 
hiost of the leading members.of the present 
administration, he hoped was a favourable 
omen of what might be expected fjom them 
at any tfme hereafter, when questions were 
to be • dccidc^L’ort ttte gweat and immutable 
principles of truth, justice, and humanity. 

Mr. Windham stated, in explanation, 
that his opinions on this question had been 
uniformly guided by the authority of Mr. 
Burke, who had entertained an idea of the 
gradual abolition of slavery, apd of course ftf 
the slave traae* in a manner totally different . 
frojn that^proposed by the* present measure. 

Mr. WnligifoTce observed, that the right - 
bpn. gent. haJ never mentioned Ufe name of - 
Mr. Burke in speech, and therefore had 
jjgrigflt toshelteM^pself under his authori- 
ty. The plan th| right hon. gent* had 
altaufcd to, he hadLefi^ft requested to see, 
and could tiever cSain a sight of. This, 
»boyrever, .he coul^Hiver, that Itlr. Burke 
had ofteor stated b^hln private and jin That 
^fiopse, to hiiimndyfD maiyr others, tha^Te 
had abdbdonal^ms former ideas gn the 
subject, and thought exactly ds they did. 

Mrt JVindham appealed to tne hfluse, 
whether he Tad not quoted the authority of 
1 Mr. Burke. 

Mr. Barham stated that thq phn # of Mr. 
Burke had*been put into his ‘bunas, for the 
purpege oHiis.making some observation in 
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his pllba upon it.— The question was then 
loudly clfed for, when the gallery was 
cleared, lfut Ihe bill was read a third time* 
and pass«n without a division. 

HOUSE .OF COMMONS. 

* Tveyiay, Mftrch 17 . 

[Minutes.] — The* house ballotted for 
•corpmittecs to take into consi ieration the 
petitions complaining of undue returns for 
Glasgow^and for Kg wry, but the reduced list 
for the latter place 9 only was presented at the 
bar. The names were as follow : G H. 
Cavendish, esq. hon. M. G. J. Stewart, J. 
Gnmston, esq. J. Smith*, esq. right hon. W. 
Dundas, lord C. Fitzroy, J IVnt, esq. G. 
Wentworth, esq T. Steele, esq T Cod ring- 
ton, esq. sir W. Curtis, right hon. C. Ba- 
thurst, lords C. H. Somerset. Nominees 
—lord Temple, R. M. Biddulph, esq. 

[Liverpool Planters’ Petition.].— 
M r - Jioscoc ^presented a Petition t/f several 
planters, merchants, and others, at the port 
of Liverpool, inteiested in the Btirish West 
India. colonies, setting forth, “ That the peti- 
tioners have, for a long time past, felt 
severely the pressure of the heavy duties on 
Sugar, the produt’e of the British West India 
colonies, though they have hitherto endea- 
voured to sustain them, aware of the exi- 
gencies of the public service, and hoping 
that the periojj was not f p remote, when, 
by the hapjfy everiFW**!^ restoration • of 
peace, their burthens would be lightened ; 
and that the petitioners now find these hopes 
^iot only rendered distant, by the failure of 
(lie late negociation,«but by the new Plan of 
Finance lately submitted tq the house by the 
chancellor of the exchequer, in danger of 
being altogether destroyed, it being thefcffect 
of this plan to render permanent that part oT' 
the duties on Sugar* which, by the existing 
Jaws, would cease with the war, a circum- 
stance which the petitioners view with great 
ajarm j and that thes^duties press at present 
with peculiar sert;rity # bn rtie petitioners, and 
all 1 persons qpnnccted with the West India 
colonies, in consequence of those measures 
of hostility against British commerce, 
which the # recent successes of the enemy 
have enabled him to enforce in almost all 
the ports of the continent, whereby exporta- 
tion has been inffiededto an extent hitherto 
unexampled, ana the natural effects of an 
overcharged market have been and are felt 
ig a ruinous depression of prices ; and that 
• the petitioners acknowledge with thank* 
fulness the measures which have already 
been taken by the house with a view to their. 
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and it had also been maintained by the lead* wit&\gying gained an object which was safe- 
idg character in that house, that, in con side- ly attaidftble j they had always declared what 
ling ttib one, the other ought to be excluded he now Repeated, that the sole point which 
from their contemplation. Tew emancipate they ha{ in view was, the abolition of the 
-the negroeft, would not* be to add to their slave Arade, and not of the emancipation 
happiness,, [•even if t^e legislature had a right of the slaves. The enemies of the abolition 
tointeffere^with the property of the colonies c had always confounded' these two objects ; 
All that coujd be done by this country with the friend* of the abolition had always dis- 
safety arid effl$thad alreacfy beeifdnne. He tinguished them* 

pot it,' thereforSj* most respectfully, but Captain Herbert deprecated any discussion 
most strongly, to ,1m noble friend, either on this subject* ^f a hope remained that 
to withdraw the motion for a bill to abolish the colhnies might be saved, the only mode 
slavery, or to cofici^in the previous question, of realizing that hope, would he by shewing 
which he felt it Jo lie hi s dut^juAnove. that the house would not for a moment ad- 

, Mr. Eden said, that in all great and im- mit the proposal for ertiancipation. 


portant •'questions time was given lor the 
parties, whose interests were affected, to 
petition against the measure. The present 
inotipn was precipitate, apd precluded the 
parties from that opportunity. He would alsnf 
ask, was the noble^ord or any one el«e pre- 
pared to offer any remuneration te the colo- 
nists, if tliey should be deprived of the 
services of the slaves arid their children ? 
This was a measure which would be fraught 
with rtrin to the colonists, and should theie- 
forehave his decided opposition. 

Sir C. Pole , while he deprecated the motion 
as fraught with the most dangerous con sequen- 
ces, said, he rejoiced that It had been brought 
forward thus early, because it shewed the 
cloven foot, which had been (attempted to 
be concealed : h<? believed tint this was one 
*tn&in objeit in 1 view by the abortionists. It 
was fraught \tfth much tvil, and he trusted 
it would open the eyes of the public, to 
the intentions of the promuters of those 
pleasures. , * 

Mr. IPillerforce , had the motion preyeed- 

* pi from a less respectable quarter, would 
’ Jiave been glad as the hon. baronet that 

«§t had been made, beeause it would shew tfiat 
he (Mr.*W.), 'and those who thought with 

• Jlim, mad^thc distinction between the atef 
jitipn of the 'trade and the emancipation of 

-'•$he slaves, anqfciet only abstained front pro- 
posing the latter^ but # were ready to reject 
*iftch a proposing when made by others. 
How much soevej* he looked iforward with 
"•anxious expectjiiin to the period when the 
.Jpegrc&r might with safety; be liberated ; he 
4tneu^too vjell the effect which the lofigcon- 
.tinuance of abject slavery produced upon 
thg human mind, toftiipk of tlieir 0 immedi- 
ate ^emancipation ; « a measure, which, at 
the present moment, would be Injurious to 
a tbem, and ruinous to the colonies. . He, and 
those who acted with hipt, 6ete‘ satisfied 


Mr. Sheridan , after the anxious expecta- 
tion which he had last night expressed, that 
1 the bill then passed was but the preamble of 
tl.e ultimate measure ot emancipation, 
thought that he should he guilty of the 
grossest inconsistency in giving a hlent vote 
on the present que^t on. With these senti- 
ments he' need scarcely sav, that the noble 
earl had his thanks fur having directed the 
attention of the house to this important 
subject, even at that eaily period. The 
noble earl’s statement had been misrepre- 
sented. H * h&I never proposed to enfian- 
chise die living negroes ; his measure, as he 
understood him, was to comment e \vi;Ji 
infjpjs born alter a period, which would 
rcm.iNi a matter of future parliamentary 
discii'itionr The were entitled to 

fair dealing on tins subject: If the house 
meant to say, that by abolishing the slave 
trade they had done all that duty demanded, 
and that they would leave the emancipation 
of the slaves to the hazaid of fortuitous 
circumstances, let them be explicit, and say 
so j but if there lurked in any manfe mind 
a secret desire to proceed in that business, 
a secret convic ion that' more ought to be done 
than had been done, it was unmanly, it was 
dishonourable, not to speak out. For one, 
he would boldly detlare that he had further 
views; lie hoped, that* the young nobleman 
who had done his feelings so much credit, 
by the proposition which he. that evening 
made, would stand to his ground. If he 
persevered in the pursuit of his object with 
tftb same zeal as his Hon. friend (Mr. Wil- 
berforce) had done, he had no doubt that he 
would meet with the same success. An 
hon. bart. had talked of a cloven foot ; he 
pleaded guilty to the cloven foot, but he 
Vould say that of the mao who expressed 
pleasure at the hope of seeing so large ji 
portion of the human race freed from the 
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shackles of tyranny, it ought rathpt^ to be 
said, that he had displayed the pTfion of an 
angel than the cloven foot of a demon. It 
was true no immediate connection existed 
between the abolition of the Slave trade and the 
abolition of Slavery, but. the same feelings 
must be roused by the consideration of bofh 4 
questions; and he wtio detested the one 
practice, must also detest* the other. He 
did not like to hear the term gjroperty applied 
to the subjects of a fr<% Country , m Could 
man become the property of man ? A colo- 
ny emanating from the free constitution of 
England must carry with it the principles 
of that constitution* and could no more 
shake off its awell-kuown allegiance to the 
constitution than it could shake off its 
allegiance to the sovereign. He trusted 


he had been so, on a bequest of slaves bcgpg 
made to him, emancipated them; caused 
the to be conveyed to Pennsylvania, where 
they were* properly instructed ,1 and where 
their subsequent exemplary conflict was the 
general theme of amuiration.^r With f this 
fact before him* should he he told thatjje 
must give,up all hope of abi Joshing slavery ? 
No, he would never gi^O't up. He would 
exclaim with the Poet, in the words of the 
motto of the pamphlet yvliich he hacfmeu- 
tioned, * • • . • 

“ I woulif ncghave a stave tc^till my ground, 

“ To carry me, to fan wk when I steep, . 

“ And tremble when 1 wake, for all foe wea'th 

“ 1 hat sinews bought and sold have ever earn'd.** 

Mr. IVilberfnrce , in explanation, denied 
ever having disavowed liis wish that freedom 

Ji V Si ^ i • k a — - * * V a . a 1 


that the planters might be induced to leadj should ultimately be crtffimunicated to the 
the way on the subject of emancipation ; j slaves. He had deprecated she discussion at 


present, because hq looked to the gradual 
improvement of their minds, and to the 
diffusion among thgm yf -those domestic 
charities which would render them more fit* 
than he feared they now were, to bear 
emancipation. 

Mr. geter Moore , however strongly he 
ligd advocated the abolition, was against 
immediate emancipation. The abolition 
would ameliorate the condition of the slaves, 
by forcing t|pe West India planters to treat 
them well, and they would ultimately be 
prepared to rccehe freedom. «HHe hojIeJ 
the noble 18 rd would withdraw his motion, 
that ht. would turn his mind r o the object 
l«with deliberation, and look at it reruo f cJy. 

* Mr. Manning was pro< cedu g *o state the . 
result of his experience in toe colonies when 

Si? C. Pole moved that the house be count- 
ed. Only 35 members being present, the 
House Miifiiediattiv adjourned. * • 


but he cautioned the house against being too 
sanguine en this subject. Were the planter 
themselves always resident on the islands, 
he should have greater hopes; but it»was 
not probable thar because cargoes of human 
misery were no longer to be landed on their 
shores, that because their eyes were to be no 
longer glutted with the dfght of human 
suffering, or their ears pierced with the 
cries of human distraction in any further 
importation of negroes, that the sljnffe-dri- 
vers would soon for get th eir fixed habits of 
brutality, and tepartlffreat mfe unhappy 
wretches in thenreharge with clemency and 
compassiou. Slavery would not wear itself 
out; it would become more rigid, unless 
the legislature became ^hore vigilant, and 
reminded the planters of the new duty 
that had fallen upon them, of rearing the 
young Slaves in such a manner, that they 
sjftght be worthy of freedom. Advert ng 
to a quotation from the* historian Gibbon, 
lie coutended, that the sfcveiy of the West 

Indies was unlike any oilier slavery j it was \ Wednesday , Mun.li 18 . • 

peculiarly unlike the slavery of ancient days, 4 TS^ave Trade Aboutho^ Bill.] Mr." 
when the sfaves fusquently Sttauied to the Wdn«»rfi*rce, lord y«»wick. and several % 
highest dignities. Esop, Tcrencs, and Si-- members of the Inns* of commons, brought 
neca were slaves. Was there a possir hty up the Slave yrade Abolition bill, agreed to 
that any of the unfortunate negroe^ now in ' with arrjpndments. 

the West Indies should emulate such me© ? i 1 013J Grenville called the aHentioif of the* * 
It might be dangerous to give freedom to housed this subject winch hd considered % 
the slaves in a mass, 9 but that it was not 1 one of the most .important that could oc- • 
dangerous to give it to thei^ in detail, was cupy thq attention ojtlieir loidships. Wgh 
suthciently proved by a little pamphlet that ! lespect t& the amend went* made in 9 this 
had beeu put into his hands the preceding bill, he waa satisfied they were calculated 
night, in which it was stated, that a Mr. \ to carry its principles better into effect. It* 
D^vid Barclay, to his eternal honour be it was, hovtovt*, Accessary, that time should . 
spoken, w^o had himself been a slave j be given for consideration, and he* there- 
owner in Jamaica, and who, regretting that fore moved that th% bill, w ith the ^neifd- , 
Vol. IX. . I. 


nuosE or idrds. 
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ments, be printed. Ordered. His lordship I deavo^r to come to, 
tb«ii stated, that if the prints should be on | whilst rS’jfc is judgment it would 

the *ah.e before Monday, he should move medy thJevil that existed, wot 

Ihe consideration of the rmendmpnts oa that j late the aft of union. He doubted whether 

i I . V I a1 A : * 1 


[M8 

that result, which, 
tend to re- 
would not vio- 


day. ( 

[^cot«hAJudicatijre Bill.] Lord Gren- 
ville said, tXat in consequence of what had 
parsed in the^te discussion of this measure, 
and of the tojn^idc ration which he had 
since been enabled* to give to the subject, 
he tlyiy.ght it would he more advisable to 
empower the ccmrrtittee to separate all that 
part of the bill wnich telated to trial by jury, 
from the other .parts which plated to the 
divkjion of the court of session into three 
chambers, and the formation of a court of 
review. He thought this mode would be 
better than that of which notice had been 


the court* of review should not be rather 
sought in the chambers of the court of ses- 
^siotf, similar to our c^urt of exchequer- 
chamber, withe relation to the courts ill 
West minster-hall, than rendered a distinct 
court superior to (he court of session, w r hich 
he was inclined* (pjh ink not consistent with 
the articles of unipn. 

The Lord Chancellor declined entering at 
present into a detailed consideration of the 
subject, but he had no doubt that in the 
proper stage of the bill he should be able to 
convince their lordships that (he difficulties 
! in the way of the introduction of trial byju- 


— ( — j ~ — #y j 

given on the form<£ night of discussion by a i ry in civil cases into Scotland were much less 
noble and learned lord, namely, to strike Ltnan were apprehended \ that, on the con- 


out in the conftnitfee all the clauses which 
related to trial by jury, as, if this latter 
•mode was adopted, it might lead to a suppo- 
sition that ft was <?nte*wted to abandon alto- 
gether the proposed introduction of trial by 
juiy. On the contrary} he hoped that that ! 


trary, it would be comparatively an easy 
task, whilst at the sair.e time it would be 
a most beneficial measure to that country. 
Lord Melville merely wished to throw 
out for consideration the necessity which in 
his opinion existed of adopting means to 


part of the plan would ultimately be adopted i bring causes to greater maturity in the outer 
by their lordships. As, * however, there was ; house, without,. which he thought the pro- 
considerable difference with respect to the i posed measure would not produce any thing 
means of carrying this desirable object into ; like the beneficial effect expected from it. 
effect, and as, with respect to the division j With this view h~ thought it would be more 
of the court of session into thfee chambers, J * * ' 1 - 1 1 1 — 1 -- 


advisable to have only two chambers in the 
inner hmi£C( business it should 

be to review the decisiomr^ ven in the outer 
hciibc, where, from the larger portion of 
time allowed to the judges for transacting 
business, that busjncss might be done well. 
If, however, it was determined to have 
three chambers, he thought that one of 
those chamliers should be allotted solely to 


Jthpre was scarcely any difference of opinion 
and but little on the subject of tfce formation 
of the court of review’, these parts of the 
plan might be adopted w'ith much Jess delay^ 
if considered in a separate bill, than if thiy 
remained incorporated with the clauses re la* 
ting to trial by jury. He should theielore 
moveto*po£tpone the committee to Monday, 
intending, on that day, to move ^heinstruc- ; the business of the outer house, in wlvHi 
*tion wdiicji he find before stated, afld in. the i case, from the single responsibility attached 
consideration of that pa i rt of ihe subject re- ; to the judges, evpry thing that could result 
specting the division of the court of sesliim ! from efficiency and from solemnity of deci- 
anfl the coprt of review, it was his intention sion might be expected His only object 
to propose several amendments. c ^ was, that th^rneasurq should, undergo the 
Lord Eldon thanked the noble lord for J most serious and attentive discussion, 
having thus giveu farther .time for the consi- I The Eirl of Lauderdale rose chiefly for 
deration of thajfpart of tba subject which 1 the purpose of doing away atiy impression 


was . lnvolved^in .considerable difficulty, 
namely, the trial by jurr. He Itad n© doubt 
thatdhe trial by jury Inight, in some cases, 
be beneficially introduced intA Scotland ; 
tat .great consideration would bp* required 
witfi respect td the means of carrying it into 
effect, ift order that it might no # t produce in- 
jury instead of good. With respect to the* 
other part of the subject, ^ie c wtould give ''it 
e^very consideration in his pow er, t and en- 


tbat might result from what had been said 
fry the noble viscount, that his noble friend, 
w ho had proposed the measure, had not 
given to it the moat anxious consideration. 
He agreed with the noble viscount in the ne- 
cessity of adopting some means of doing the 
business in the outer house in a better man- 
ner, as it had been calculated that a lord 
of session, in consequence of the multipli- 
city of other business; had only 63 hours in 
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the year to allot to that in the jf!icv house. 

This, however, had been provided for in 
the present plan, by which (the tfcree cham- 
bers only sitting alternately) 8 judges might 
" ■ ■' business of the 


f)W 

All I can now say is, that f must beg afheir 
indulgence (hear!/ hear! from alf parts of- 
thejhousfl^u I ami not at present authorised, ' 
nor would it accord with my <lity, to enter 
into any explanation^) the surest. When- 
ever the proper time shall cwme, I cpn as- 
sure the housed that no nnfbwill be nfore 
ready tlran I shall be fo^tate fully that, 
which under the present circumstances, I 
feel bound to withhold. J therefQfg must 
confine myself to giving notice, that I shall 
not move* to- morrow *for The second reading 
of the ffon^n Catholic* .Anny and Navy 
Service bill. 1 m • 

[Mb. Paull's Petition respecting 

THE WESTMINSTER ELECTION.] Oil the 
motion of lord H. Petty, the house went* 
into the furthej consideration of Mr* Pauli’s 
Petition respecting the Westminster Elec- 
tron. * * • 

Mr. Sheridan rese and said, that he was 
aware that standing in the situation, he did, 
he was entitled tty «om«jeflt upon, fnd to 
sum up all the evidence that had been ad- 
duced in support of the allegations contained 
in the petition now before the house. H® 
should, -however, wave that right; the evi- 
dence was in the hands of every member uf .« 
that house, and *he was not anxious, if he 
could do so, to add to the impression testi- 
mony c{ sdfch a nature must have already 
produced; he woul([ coistent himself yitji 
Leave was thej^TvciT to the committee to j one remar^, which was, that ffiat evidence. 


always be allotted to the 
outer house, whilst, according to the 
• sition of the noble vjscount, only five’ cob 
ait there. — After some further conversation, 
the committee was postponed to Monday; 
for which day the lords y%re ordered to be 
summoned, v • 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
fVtdnesday, March 18 . 

[Minutes.] Lord Stopford read at the 
bar the report of the Colchester election com- 
mittee, declaring Robert Thornton, esq. duly 
elected, and that the petition, as far as the 
same relates to the saief R. Thornton, was no* 
frivolous or vexatious ; and also that W. 
TufFncll, esq. was duly elected, and that 
the petition, so far as relates torfhe said W. 
Tuffnell, did appear to the committee to be 
frivolous and vexatious*. —Mr. Van Vittarf gave 
in at the bar a special report of the Shrews- 
bury committee, stating the absence of one of 
its members, and the cause^ssgned for such 
absence, namely, sudden indisposition. A 
medical gentleman attended, and proved at 
the bar the illness of Mr# Windham Quin, 
and the impossibility, in consequent/ there- 
of, j>f his atteiLlafljj^Mdhe subcommittee 


adjourn till Saturday next. 


! weak and futile as it was, did not say more 


[Roman Catholics Army and Navy i to its own confusion than would have been 
Service Bill.) — Lord Jfowick rose and ad- 1 proved by witnesses unimpeachable, which 
dressed the house as follows : — Sir, since I *he (Mr. Sheridan), had the house thought-it 


had the honour of introducing into this 
house btjl for allowing dissenters of every 
description, tp enter into his majesty’s mili- 
tary and naval services, under certain restric- 
tions, circumstances fiaje occurred which 
have twice induced me to move for the ‘post- 
ponement of the second rending of that bill. 

I now rise to state, .that the^ same circum-*; 


necessary, was ready to bring forward. A* 
an instance, lie should mention^ nferely Mr. 
Weathcrljpad himself. When fin inquiry' 
was msfcle as to his services in tjje rytvy, fie. 
confessed himself not qffite satislied with the 
t®urn of the navy office. • A. noble lord* 
(Folkestone) was equally dissatisfied, • but 
upon difieient grounds. • The noble lord 


stances still continue t<f operate, and that I seemed to think that* this Mr. Weal hcrheacl 
shall not be prepared to-iuorrov/to propose , lnd been calumniated, and accordingly the 
the second itoading. Not being able to as- ! noble lord meved $or a return at once more** 
certain on what day jt may be in %iy power j exact and comprehensive. ' What hfd beeii 
to proceed with this bill, J think it consistent j the i»ue (tf this attempt to* rescue ’the cha- 
with my public duty to make this statement, ! racter* of Mr. Weatherhead froqj this sup^ 
in consequence i.f whwh the order of the day posed slaflder? W^y % in truth, no more* 
for the second reading will b« dropped, to be than thi^: thnt be* Mr. Weatherhead, bad 
revived as the house may think fit, I am not served in one ship inly, tout in<wefve or ^ 
aware, sir, that this intimation must attr.irt thirteen, that he had continued in one ship ? 
much observation, and that the house aud* a year, in another three months, in a third » 
tlse public will naturally expect some fnonth. In* £ fcjvth three weeks, and in a. 
iqfor^atiQm with respect to the motives of it. ! fifth five days; running, as it 


were. 



wOr nf jsmM imn«N^ 1 trn 

* 1 - * 

bouTeS^rtwnly dk^tu«aiDetbe*«rio». 
aspect iffich it hat taken this moment, 1 
have real writfa considerable attention, tfee 
minutes I f the evidence, frhich have been 
taken at your bar in short hand ; and I moat 

r , wy, that I differ from the right hon. gent. 

fin his birthro a certain place 5 he bad the 4 who has just spoken,, at to the course of 

±§M « a* s .• a I J Lilu .»a.ks tn t.a arlnKtnsI | 


singular good fortune to bc^borii aj a number 


few each ship, though*!© the first return it 
appeared ttmt be had deArted btifonce? But 
It was not linre difficult to fix the station of 
thifnav*! officer to i certain ship, than to 


procedure* which ought to be adopted. 


of different places; he was born first at .j may venture to® say, that a more flagrant 
Newcastle, next at Morpeth, and alter some * - j ““ 4 * *- 

otbej*births he was finally brought forth in 
J ondon (a laugh^ But there was another 
alight ground of objec^/on to the character of 
this witness j in fb^ month oi^ept. 1 803, he 
petitioned to be examined for a lieutenancy, 
and to the recommendatory certificates of the 
different capttins under whom he served, 
therewas but one objection, namely, that 
they were all discovered to be forgeries. He J 
was not anxiou§ to#K?ss upon the hou«e |he ' 
gross aud flagrant contradictions and absur- 
dities in the «\ iden«*e \hey had heaid; he 
'did not wish tcvpxpose the miserable w 1 etch- 
es to the just rigour of the honest indigna- 
tion they had so universally excited ; but he 
would put it to the feelings of that house, 
whether it was not necessary to inquire how 
far those wretches had been the tools o£ a { still of opinion; that the person who signed 
conspiracy; how far it was the duty of any 1 that petition, had no reason to be alarmed 
agent or agents to inquire into the nature of that any witnesses had been bribed, 
the testimony and the character of the wit- 1 otherw ise he or his solicitor must have in- 
nesses, more especially in incase where this | qtured into their characters. The apparent 

of a motive hat> *been,*TE8W^Mjch 


conspiracy nerpr before presented itself to 
this house Ittsihot only injurious to the 
character of the r house, but it is, in mjr 
opinion, a new mode of attacking Mr. 
Grenville's bill. It is, I aver, an attempt 
to make this house a ‘channel of injustice, 
and the vehicle of malice. Op looking over 
the whole business, although the house may 
not be of ( pinion tha' it is a case requiring 
us to request his majesty to instruct the 
attorney geneial to prosecute criminally $ 
yet, I submit that it is one in w Inch it may be 
pecessary to punish some of the witnesses 
for gross prevarication. It is W'cll known 
fha|> tlic hou<-e is always zealous in hearing 
every thing respecting the rights of indivi- 
duals that can he offered ; and such has been 
the case in the present instance ; but I am 


setfdence wfrnfe. directly to affect the seat 
member of parliament, to mention nothing 
of the danger of propagating groundless slan- 
der against a pnvy counsellor. It was for 
the house to consider how far the agents are 
responsible for employing wretches as sub- 
stantial .evidence, whose character ( they 
might havedearned (had they been ignorant 
•of it) 'in the neighbourhood of Bow street, 
Hatton -garden, an<| Newgate; but be should 
abstain; he would keep his fcrord wkhebe 
bogse, and not enter into any remarks upon 
the evidence. Hr had an id u of subnpttmgcj 
some motion for the purpose of investigating 
(he charge of conspiracy; he should, how- 
ever, in compliance with the f suggest ions of 
those .hon. friends, whbse superior judge- 
jnent was with 1 him* decisive, gtvpway, and 
should novfr, through anfiotive of delicacy, 
fetiifl, leering his cause wdth confidence to 
the bouse, assured at hf> was, Jbat the house 
wfaJd vjitb bqpomieg Signify assert its own 
cbaractei^and honour, and in doing so pre- 
serve his.— Mr. Sheridan immediately with- 
drew. • • % • t 

Mr A . Taylor rofo*and said Sir ; 
vt^en tbis.qnestion firjt came tgfore the 


proceeding 

might find its way to the hearts of men, so 
J as to pn judge the previous petition, which 
is in dependence. I must do Mr. Pauli the 
justice to saj , that-I believe he never wculd 
have signed the petition, had he really in- 
quired into or been informed of the real 
characters of those who were to support it. 
But those who have acted for him, seenf^o 
have used unfair mearfli, merely for the pur* 
pose of exciting suspicion. The letter in the 
custody of Harris appears, from the evidence, 
to be a forged one. There has evidently 
been a conspiracy.' in the present instance. 
Reasoning upon the principles of justice and 
morality, is not a conspiracy in attempt to 
fasten unon a man a wrong which he never 
did, a crime which he rever committed ? 
lake that definition along with you, and 
look at the character of Drake, one of die 
witnesses. He appeared before you, he 
laid, as a wodnded officer m ho had fought 
.the battles of hts country. He alledged (bet 
he had been several times wounded in the 
service; by the return which has been made, 
however, he never received his pension Tor 
any wpund be received in the' back ; b&U 



mi ^ faurffe? mi »7 tigection, tui 

thatteiaifrosdieiBMt bra* «*,* **«>]. I *«»«. tbt*efor* k I >baU wtek a motua, 
and brake bii be, wbkb -wa#«aftemard* which, when agre# to, I thall f.UoVop 
amputated. Nof has this Mr. Dike been with another mpeltiofc Mr Drake, whose 
able to state, with truth, wterf be wa< prevAricatftns hart been mo*J eminently 
born. After stating various places in Bug- conspicuous The bon. gent, tifen condud- 
land, he afterwards says, that, when in ed with moving, “flhat tbs ^legations 
company with Hofban, be boasted he could* contained in $e said petitiqpare false and 
•drink six bottles of daret* because he was scandalous/* # 

an Irishman. Here the ton. member stated. Lcnp Milestone said, he had all along acted 
various inconsistencies in the evidence of in this business from a sense of justice and 
this witness, in which h<| did, there did not propriety, and a firm b* lief that the wtamies 
appear a word of tiuih. 1 Eoth Efrake and to be adduced in support of the allegations in 
Weatherhead were pci sons who ought, said , the petithyi* would pave clearly and oonsis- 
thehon. gent , in m* opinion, to receive your , tently provecHhun ; aqd # thoqgh he would 
utmost censure j and you ought even to adopt j not say that the whole of the witnesses* had 
the most rigorous measures. For my part, ' been consistent, or had given their testimony 
1 should humbly submit, that a \ rosecution without some difference, fet be thought • 
ought to be commenced by the crown, enough had been proved, by consistent 
against both of them, •fora coiypiracy , but testimony, to Sustain ibe allegations* n the 
although you should not think' it proper tc? petition, in such a mqpnqf as to vindicate 
punish for a conspiracy, yet surely you will Mr. Pauli, and the agents who acted cou- 
pumsh any roan who comes with lies aqd fidentialfy for hitn, against the charge of 
falsehoods in his mouth to the tiar! I may conspiracy alledged by tl)g bun member 
still go further, and say that from th^ evi- who last spoke Of tfiech%ractei or testimony 
denoe of the other witnesses, it appears, that of Weaihcrhead, he did not wish to say 
a conspiracy has been runnr * vh rough the much ; but he thought hat a weak cause, the 
whole of them If the hr u se do not think defence, of which rested upon no other 
that there i* enough to entitle hem 10 com* ground than that of impeaching the charac- 
mit for prevar Crti i \ should be inclined j fers ot tho^e wheveame forward to give testi* *' 
to think, that Mi.Murid*ui h'mself would i mony against it. If, however, it could be 
be fully just.ned in brirfging the question shewn, frogi the e\ idencc itself, that thexe 
undei the cognizqpce of a cml court The was n» it no such inconsistency as that now 
house, pci V i^jnWttn*ither W>h that Mr. all edged, he hoped that it feouUbbc admitted, 
Pauli should bflTe ihe auvantage of ihe wit- that tlie irguments of the hen. gent, must, 
nesses being prtv iou»!y examined upon their m a gieat measure fall to thegiound. • Lay- 
oath, bt tore a select committee, as it is nofcj mg no stress at all on the testimony of 
m the power ot the common* to make in- £ Weatherhead, he yet was of opinion, that 
qunics before them upon oath. All that the evidence of Drake &as consistent wiiK 
the house i an judge of is the inconsistency. | itseflf, in all its •part*. He was # examined 
In my opinion, the petition of Mr. Pauli , and cross-examined at the bar of that house, % 
thigh t to be declared false, scandalous, and by mep bf tlie first* talents in the ^buntiys: 
malicious This T say apjiears from the and, except in a point pr two o# nef lmpor- 
evidence, and I may state that I form this jjance, he cfinld find no inconsistency in hjs* ' 
opinion from that alone, not hav mg been in | evidence The bon. gent, who last sjjoke, 
any way connected with the election, no* j had. assumed in the firs^instaitce, that the 
did I ever see Mr. Paul^, lilt I saw him at letter which had been mentioned as written 
the bar of the bouse j but 1 feeUt my duty, by Mr. Sheridan, Ind in the hands •of 
as a member of the house, to support its Emanuel Hvris, was a forgery , This tow- 
character, its privileges, its jqsnce, and ever, jid ncS appiar from* any evidence be*** 
its probity. Upon these grounds? I c^jnot fnie the jiouse^ \f ir really was a- forgery, 
submit to pais unnoticed, a petition that certainly Drake Yiiust be guilty of the uwt, 
would make this house a channel of injustice, criminal ^conduct * drat was it passible, i{ 
for libel a deep intdfest ijf supporting Mr that were the case, that he should be so 
Grenville's act, as it is one that characterises anxiousHor the production pf a letter* wffich 
the virtue of the house of commons. 1 never must have* furnished evidence ag/inst him- 
Will sit by, tamely, and see, by a new mode self? The hon. gent, too, had eyideavoursjjl 
ind under false pretexts, the security and ,ro implicit* Mr. Powell, and the other 
Aids of its justice defeated or sapped in tlie agents of Mr. IMN, in a charge of eonspiiV . 
very foundation, With ,the leave of the cy, byvyjimng witjf Drake, in the^endeaiotvr 


* tqj obtain Mtn Emanuad Harris the letter in 
‘ questifin ; whereas, it Iwas the bbvious in- 
/ terest of Mr. Paul] ang his agents, t£at the 

Jester should remain in The bands of Harris, 

' to* be mpdlced in evidence when necessary. 
Jt had been asserted, that Drake was not 
Upthorized by Mr. Sheridan to offer 30/. to* 
Harris, for the letter ; buf Drake’s evidence 
stated, that he was authorized to procure 
the letter, either for money, or by any other 
1 rieSns* in his power j and he saw no reason 
to doubt, that,«in Cbnsequence of the con- 
" venations Dral^e had with Sheridan, 
and the anxiety expressed byThat gentleman 
to obtain the letter in question, Drake was 

* extremely desjrons to obtain it from Harris, 
with a view, perhaps, to turn it to his own 
emolument, by surrendering it to Mr. 
Sheridan for a suhx of money. Adding to, 
this, the frequent Interviews Drake had 
with Mr. Sheridan, both at the hopse of Mr. 

.Homan and elsewhere — the alledged wish of 
Mr .•Shendan to Ijpve prake taken up — yet 

• instead of so doing, advising him to get out 
of the^ way ; and the various instances of 

' frequent and confidential intercourse with 
Mr. Sheridan, all which Drake had-alledged, 
•tfnd which were not disproved, were circum- 
stances that in his mind v-ast a very strange 
r mystery over the business : b;;t, for his own 
part, he conceived the exidendfc of Drake so 
consistent upon t]ie main points of the case, 
# that he felrtitf disposition to doubt his testi- 
mony upon Others. The hon. gent, had 
stated also, in order to inculpate Mr. Pauli 
and his agents that before they accepted the* 
evidence of Drak.e, they ought to have en« 
quired his character at the navy office and 
elsewhere ; but such an inquiry could not 
t b® neqpswu^ to justify, them in considering 
Chrake to have been some time in the con- 
fidence of^4r. Sheridan, wheg it was noto- 

• rrous that. lyj was married to a natvfftl 
daughter of that gentleman by her father's 

•consent ; that ho was constantly admitted 
upon a familiar footing of intercourdfe at Mr. 

• ileridan’s house $ allowed to wait for him in 
„ the* same room with other cpropany; and 

^h^f, atone time, Mr. Sheridan had left a 
•party ‘ill which he was engaged, in drier to 
^Cphverse with Drake ; 4hat the* lattSIr had 

• fireipietifhrnegociated bi|ls.drawnn>r accept- 

Sheridan* jand, jin fact, was 
ktoo%h*U> be on such a rooting with him, ns 
to obviatfraH ddnbt that he had been in Mr. 
J5beridan*s«confidence, and that the evidence 
;fce could gfve would be ifkef^l • fo them? 
tXpon (he whole, the nofile lord was of 
, ripmioo, that sufficient evidence bftl been 

« i. • 

N« 


adduced jto sustain the allegations of the 
petition i to which petition it was 'to be 
rememrered Mr. Pauli had not resorted 
precipitately, or without the advice of his 
counsel. 

Mr. M. A. Taylor assured the noble lord 
he had no idea* whatever of charging either 
Mr. Pauli or Mr. Powell, with being engag- 
ed in the conspiracy, but confined the 
charge solely the witnesses produced at 
the baxof the hectse. 

Mr. IVhithread said, he had heard with 
surprize the declaration made by the nohle 
lord at the outset, a?d with still greater 
surprize, the expressions with which he 
had closed. He w**uld not* travel out of 
r the evidence before the house, but from 
that alone he would prove the falsehood of 
the witnes&s adduce?! in support of the peti- 
tion, and establish their infamy out of their 
own mouths. Xhe allegations of the peti- 
tion were, that the sitting mem&cr had by 
himself and by other persons offered money 
to Juppress or corrupt the evidence to be 
offered before the committee, which was to 
trv his right to his seat. Was there any 
proof that Mg Sheridan had taken any 
pains to get Mr. Drake out of the way, who 
was the principal witness to prove these 
charges ? The noble lord said, Air. Sheridan 
had Throve to get the letter from Harris. 
Was there pny that ? Aijd if 

there was any prnul tnaRlW^per.son whomso- 
ever in Mr. Sheridan’s interest did in any 
one instance utter a word like tampering (as 
lie believed there was not), what proof was 
there that such prison was Mr. Sheridan’s 
agent any more than Air. Pauli’s. If it 
was proved that some of the allegations of 
the petition were absolutely false, ar.d tlrace 
was no proof that tlv? others were true, 
was it nut to be*naturally concluded that 
the whole were false ? In answer to the 
first question asked ^liim at the bar of the 
house, who he was, Prake answered he 
was an acting lieutenant of the navy. That 
was prov&l by the Returns of the Navy 
Office to be false. He said, he lost his leg 
in the bqjde of Camperdown } it was proved 
ho lost it long after that battle, in conse- 
quence of a fall from the mast, which 
rendered amputation* necessary. He said 
hp had ten or gvelve different pensions from 
the king, in consequence of wound's he 
kad received. It was proved he had only 
•one pension from the Chest at Greenwich. 
Let the noble lord, if he could, make out 
a consistent evidence for this* man, after 
these falsehoods. The noble lord wished tq 
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give upWeatherhead. .But •» thepetUiooer i against -lir. S :• bui. th» be afterwamfa 
had Called him, and the petitioners counsel, retracted# ana said. Lb fbrmeathe deterroi-* 
had dwelt on his deposition in ms summing 1 nation of using the fjtter against Mr. S„, on. 
up, he must make use of liimi Drake j soine^ubsaquent provocation. But Harris 

Said, he was directed by Mrt Sheridan, to before that time had returned from Pojta* 

get the letter from Harris. He said mouth# and had giveiuMr S. a copy ofgLhe 
that the"first letter preceded the second only 0 letter, and was advised by Mr. S. to deliver' 
two or three days. ^Harris said, it had up the original to the mesfenger of that, 

been in liis possession a full month before house, or to Mr. Pauli's ageqjts. But Hams 

the 2d. and long before the dissolution of 


parliament. Then the noblptord contended, 
that if the first letter had been a forgery, 
Drake would naturally have endeavoured 
to conceal every thing respecting it. But 
the noble lord forgot that Drake told the 
house he had burned it, and consequently 
that he could Eot incur any penalty fiom it. 
He v\ould not allow the noble lord to 
exclude Weatherhead's evidence, however 


said, he had written all the letter, with the 
letters M. P. to which Mr. Sheridan prefixed 
his name. ' Wea&erhead said, Mr. Sheridaft 
wrote M. P. as well as his name. Drake 
said Mr. Sheridan signed the letter in* the 
Shakespeare Coffee-house, ju,t as he was 
going out to the election, and that there 
was an immense crowd tyfore *the door. 
Harris proved he had the letter a month 
before the election, when the Sh.ikespeaie 
Coffee-house was not open. If the noble 
lord had examined the*e matters, aiur judg- 
ed them as he^du^he wo^jl^ not have 
attempted to yptftlU a testimony so invali- 
dated. With regard to the second letter, 
Drake said first, that he was present when 
it was signed; and afterwards, that it was 
written not in his pfcscnce but in an 
adjoiuing room. Weatherhcad said he 
wrote gt# but that Harris objected to the 
M. P. there being then no parliament, and 
wished the addition# of Treasurer of the 
Navy, and Mr. Sheridap’s residence. He 


was unwilling to part with the letter tfU» 
he should produce it before the committee 
of the house, according to his summit. 
If, after th'is, there could be a doubt, that 
the allegafloiig in the petition, so contrary, 
to these facts, were falsb, it was impossible 
that any inference could be deduced from, 
internal evidence. The charges with res- 
pect to the tampering by agents, were 
equally unfounded. Onlj^ane person was 


convenient it might b^for his cflse. Drake#) liable "in the slightest # degree that the most 

fofeed constructions coBld Exaggerate into' 
any thing like tampering ; and that persoi^ 
w ho had not thought it necessary to defend* 
himself either p’enaonaHytJF oy counsel 
against such an accuser, could not be said 
to be an agent of Mr. Sheridan. He did 
not wish to implicate Mr. Powell: bui^ 
Richaidson who, by the bye, had answered 
y£s and no at different times to the same 
question, confessed, that he went to Mr. 
Burgess to tempt him to offer him money, 
with the intAtiou to betray that offer. But 
Mr. Burgess, like a ^vise^ and .honourable 
man, would not listen to any such proposi- 
tion. This same Mr. Richardson con* 
fessed, that he wrote a letter to Mr. T. She- 
ridan, in which he threatened to go over 
fo the other party, unless he got money;. 
And* he likcwise^went to Mr. Burgess, and 
offered to betray to him copies o£ tne whole 
of the proqpedings of Mr. Pauli's committee ^ * 
but this offer also Mr. Burgev# like aa * 
honourable man, aefusdd. He should* be 
says he wrote those additions all in one line, i sorry to accuse Mr. Pauli or iM» Powell of 
and that Mr. Sheridan prefixed his name on 1 being concerned in a conspiracy ; but* he 
that line. But he had- seet^ the letter here* thought that if they could not have taken* 
alluded to, and he pledged himself that , care to prevent such sets, they should hagd* 
Richard Brinsley Sheridan was* one line, 1 at least more maturely weighed the evidence 
Somersct-hotise a second, and the third was of such pergpfcs, blfore they founded ,such *. 
Treasurer, Navy. The copy totfoie the J chargesEpon^. me acquitted the counsel* 
house was exactly similar, except ihtmhc of anv imfjropeWu^ention in wbaf they had* 
third line was treasurer of the navy, instead i offer* to the house; but they sbqplcfccoiv- 
Of treasurer, navy, «os in* the original. ] sistently ^ith theii* usual diligence# have * 
What inference could be dwwn from suuh ( sifted mpre ftiinutqjy the false and sa^pda* 
evidencp as this, except that the allegations lous evidence by which *he f81se and scanda* 
that were founded upon it were false* lous allegations in the petitTbn wprd support* 
Drake said at first, he went by authority’ , ed. He. agreed jn the propriety df the miff 
of Mr. Sheridan to buy up the letter from ( lions propbsSd # by his hop. friend — TlJfe 
Harris, and he avowed that, at that very , motion was then agreed to, lord FoJk mtqpf 
time., he intended to make use of the letter alone haling famtlf said “ no. M * ' “ * 
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WDkn[ Drake, in givi 
gttiity of wilful fall 
jricxtfon. Agreed to.— J 



then moved, that 
bis evidence, was 
*ahd grow pteva- 
T'dKrtBoveB that 
William Drake, Tor the said offence, be 


committed to his maty’s gaol of Newgate, 
and that the Speaker do issue his warrant 
aotordingly. Ordered. , t # ’ 

Mr. Whitbread observed, that though the 
clfcer witnesses for the petitioner had grossly 
Ittiggwducted themselves, he did not think 
iroecessary i o haye recourse to any farther 
severity, and therefore would propose no mo- 
tion with respect'to'them. * 

{FasutOLD Estates Bill.] The SoU - 
eiisr General moved the order of the day for 
the third reading of the bill for rendering 
the Freehold Estates of persons who die in- 
solvent, assets fbf'4he payment of their sim- 
ple contract debts. t . 

Mr. Tuffnell said! that he did not doubt 
Hie present bill would operate in a f con side- 
*tdde^legr<£ tortdarge the.credit of freehold 
propnetors, and l&cili&te the raising of 
large spins of money, which, to many, 
wnold be a considerable source of prosperi- 

t ) but, at the same time, it must obviously 
productive of considerable inconveni- 
ence, and in many cases pf much mischief 
to the creditor, who having no means to 
come at any precise knowledge pf the debts 
already due by the freehold proprietor, or 
the settlement* m&de upon his estate, would 
feel himself much disappointed, upon the 
demise of his debtor, to find debts to a much 
larger amount than he expected charged, 
upon that property to which he looked foj 
His security. This would necessarily give 
rise to litigations Without find, and set the 
> new creditor upon endeavouring to find out 
flaws '(& the settlements which pftoerded his 
dt'unsy wkh a view a to set them aside for his 
. owh advantage $ and thds, in tnany instan- 
ces. the creditors, for whose security this 
,bilr was avowedly designed, would t have 
just reason to complain that their property 
•fas injured rather than served, through a 

ire which would tepch tlpm to advance 

m upon a hollow 
it was unfair 
efty of the o&untry 


1 * Jbig£4pms, and to rely 
'sedtfity. He thought 
^to place the freehold 


committed, and thfr further tithe wotdd be 
given for Che bettor consideration of a sub- 
ject of such importance. 

The Sumter observed, that in the present 
stage of the btfl, it was too late after It had 
been engrossed, to have it recommitted. 

> Mr Simeon defended fhe bUl. He stated 
that the present bill ivas not a new idea of 
the bon. and learned gentleman's who 
brought it in, but that a bill similar to the 
present, and stm jpore extensive, as inclu- 
ding copyhold property, was brought in, in 
the year 1 J72* by a most learned lawyer, 
Mr. Ambler, ana had passed through that 
house at a time when th6re were a great many 
very eminent lawyers who had scats there. 
It was lost afterwards in the lords, in a very 
thin house, when J voted against it and but 
5 for it. H p could easily state many cases of 
the most severe injustice which could be 

E ised under the present law. Country 
ers might purchase lauded estates with 
loney of other people, and these estates 
woi^d descend to their heirs free from all their 
debts as bankers. As a master in chancery, 
many cases came before him, where credi- 
tors for considerable sums stated that they 
did not think it Ivorth their while to prove 
their debts, as they had no specialties, and 
the property of the deceased was principally 
in landed estates. * He considered this pro- 
perty of freehold estate s got being liable to 
those debt*, 'as a ni?TI uu^anl of antiquity, 
that had been kept up longafter the reason 
of it had ceased. 

The Master of the Rolls , upon such a 
proposition as that tvhich was then before 
the house, a proposition which, if it was 
carried into effect, would make a most ma- 
terial change in the law of the land,* felt it 
to be his duty to state his sentiments most 
fully and explicitly- on 9 the subject. In so 
doing, it was neceisary, first, that he should 
endeavour to bring tp the recollection of the 
house, that it was only under the feudal 
laws that freehold property was first esta- 
blished j md it was impossible for any man 
to tell what further change the.present inno- 
vation might lead to. By the old law of 
Frgjij^, The moment a man was married, 
one half of his property was secured for the 
benefit of his children $ by the present law 


( on acfch# footing, while the copyhold was 

* exempts end peculiarly* sfareto involve the i of Scotland ih certain cases, * the whole 
of the fqrmer, riferety ror (lie faults j p*roperty was Secured by law to their heirs : 

^ * — * tr. a. - — J * put did any man ever say that thfese laws 

were unjust > They might be deemed^ im- 
politic in many instances, but they certaiqtyr 


Of a fewpen. Jfe fas convinced the learn- 
ed gent. v?ho- introduced this bill, was am- 
‘^competent to devise means* tyr* his pur r 
* pose much more eligible. ( ■He concluded by 
( expressing 4 hope that t£e bill would be re- 


were not unjust. It had been said that it 
would be unjust that the heir to an estate 
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dMitegr rf f hie |lradMW««#t> Mi to 
starve j bdt would kmotbeulfeosa injustice 
if toe heir to an Mate win tM>e deprived 
of bis birth-right through tttrifflprqvideiice 
of his predecessor, end be lftft in the great- 
est possible distmps, ipcyhaffs, in some cases, 
Whilst he was paying the dfbts of another 
person's contracting > If t^is new principle 
was to get footing once amongst the laws 
of England, almost every oaftiage contract 
in the kingdom might possroly be ftrifculled. 
Allowance should be made for the necessary 
fictions and peculiarities which were adopted 
inlaw proceedings; k might be reckoned 
absurd; for instance, that in the case of 
specialty or simple contract debts, the addi- . 
tion of* a bit of wax in the one case, whilst 
in the orher there was qpthing bqj the name 
subscribed, should give the one such superi- 
ority over the other, that the one would he 
tor the most part paid, whilst the other 
wou^ld, in many instances, be left unpaid* 
But such were the established distinctions 
which wpre sanctioned by the laws of °the 
realm, and no evil was found to result there- 
from* W ith respect to the cases which were 
stated to have occurred before tb# masters 
hk chancery, a bill might be brought in 
to remedy those particular cases without 
making any general alteratfcm in the prin- 
ciple of our laws. This he conceived to 
be almost importafitr^nsiderajian, and it 
brought into his^ind the observation, that 
no country in the world was so jealous of 
its political liberty as tbm was — and yet he 
maintained that our po\j/ical was nothing 
in comparison with our civil liberty. In this 
point of view he considered the bill as one 
that might be productive of the most serious 
consequences to the country. It might 
have been necessary atnhc. time of Edward 
I but it was not suited to the state of Eng- 
land under George III. when commercial 
speculations had increased to an extent that 
our ancestors could not have thought possible 
eve* to have been brought about. If this 
* measure was to be now adopted, a man who 
was disposed tb commit a fraud would only 
be led to vest«his money in copyholQriastead 
of freehold property ; and the commSffiib 
awn, if he possessed the most extensive 
funded property, would have only to get 
into that house and he might adefy his ere* 
ditors. At the time of tito introduction of 
tqe statute of Freuds, the statute of Lqni-' 
tntions, and at the time of enactment of 
a me to regulate cases of Debtor and Creditor 
W ^r colonies, it must have come to the 

v°*. 


thk'jMenUflritj iMEwm** 4fetcfc'tt'w%ii M* 
propos'd to tlftr j Wt> «tW It War 
toefe<4me«t».*M0ft Kw Mr 

with Mpeet to England* % jd MHa Hl w 
.only ooo«Wered as au^Mtrament'of 
yoerce, whilst the attachnaeat to rife ME M f 
I England was chVi‘hed by the Isgi dhtdEh* 
Tber, Md * since that, best) two fm e toMm i 
graft e measure, of the nature ttow teffijvB 
the house, -open the Engliah c6de,the«*MMH 
the lads lord Kenyoif, apd the other .hr tad* 1 


ration, abandoned the meastaw, fcdftjr 
unsuited to the genius and manners o# iffr’ 
people. • » • * "* 

Mr. C. Wynne observed, that the freqoefft 
passing of acts o£ rasoiveod^lm a prdbf rf ' 
•the # defect of our laws with ielat&n,to Mlm 
or and creditor. As toe la& noW stoddjto ’ 
man who Advanced tf sum of money tOMdM 1 
toer would take care tohavetog^gg seegritf^ 
possible for the reedtery^nhe moutfc of 
that debt, whilst the honest and indq^trienl 
tradesman would for the most part suffer ikt' 
the want of a similar security. 

Mr. Calvert declared* that he had coni 
| ffsed with several persons upon this subject* 
but he never heard of such frauds as h&d 
| been alluded to this night. The tpen of 
landed property he now heard represented* 
as being the rich and .the •ojjpvssors, atff* 
the corfimereialpart of the community Wetd 
spoken of as a poor and distressed set of ped& 
pie* The very reverse of this he beltevfd tb 
be the fact. The landedproperty men wet#* 
t8e sheep, whom the minister, whoever If* 
was, arouUtaasily lay hold of eftd* sheer at 


pleas ore 3 when, j/r a minister attempted w 
wy his ^ands on nnf particular btttffcbof* 
commerce, there were meetings f «ki wtory 
coffee-house ie London, and it mat y bqi&t 
they escaped from his grasp. • * * * ■ 

^ The Lord Advocate of Scotland* obs#^'. 
that it wqp a peculiarity in tfcq English law* 
which was unknown t# thb ancient Greeks 1 
or Romans, o| to any modern date iti Mt 
rope, that ttordeatfl of a m dn shttol 4 xSm& 
an end t<fhll tmwdkl obligations which*™?’ 
owed4le Aorldr*S|e was himself, unite/ 
proper sense of the word, a aMaAMnbi 
crat $ but he did hot think it rigtfti mm*M« 

pprt the Ssistodtacy toy auoh^means 

law now Baimrioned. Ih ^eotlaniKam f 
a Germahy a mqst higfc^and hotnoaml^tki&b 
ment of dhd great 

milies pareva)wQ>toua Atil they 1 

a man ro^i^ the Wto^h ' 

1 m * . 




whitest tbesame 
creditor of that man 
would not pay him. 
hat house, would it 


' ; J0k» 

him by hi* aa< 

^|pe he would stare tl 
: bi the 'face, and say hi 
He asked spy man in 
. jiot give him an additional pang upon bis 
death -bed, if he kj|pw that he was to d»e 
without being able to do justice to his fair< 
creditors ? He asked aryf 'man, could he 
Jbtear to think qf going in grandeUV to the fu- 
fieral of a relation who had left him a con-* 
aide^ble estate, without at the same time 

- ^ome qualms of conscience disturbing his 
l»reast, if heknW that the debts of that re- 
lation were left unsatisfied gnd # that he did 
4>6t mean to discharge them ? A man must 
J)*va a mind incapable of distinguishing 
right from wrong, or else he must design 
wilfully to deceive, if he did not answer 
these questional the affirmative. It was 
hut two days since tfre house passed a lawH 
pn the grounflfi 6f humanity and justice, 

. against every argumenhof expediency which 

- pould.be urged, and could they, then, re- 
fuse theifu&ctiui tc*a xneasui e so founded 
on justice as the present ? The idea of in- 
novation was held out as a bugbear; but was 
every science, art, an<J manufacture to im- 
prove by innovation, whilst the law alone 
abould be deprived of its claim to pursd^ a 
similar course of amendment ? 

Mr. Canning compared the present to a 
law which had formerly been fhtrocjpced for 
# lhe regulation of«couytry bankers by making 
iKeir estates pliable to their cfcibts. Lord 
Kenyon observed upon that measure, that 
jt would be necessary that every banker; 
should have a map of his estate and catalogue 
?>f the incumbrances on it hung up in bis 
fiouse. A measure cf that sort had bean ad- 
opted ih J[ reland, andV\g only result was, 
^ihat ^increased commercial property, and 
* rendered «t|ie estates “unsaleable, tiuch, he 
'ponttndpd, wouid'be the result of the pre- 
sent measure* if it was to be adopted by the 
lu»ise. . 

' The Solicitor General rose to reply. He haol 
^jstened with the most patient attention to the 
.tftrjections that had been urged against the 
^jjlnjg&sare, *boih in and olt of That house, not 
rljiritqa view technically Aadvjicate if more ef- 
fectually, but with the/ufcrmintftiQqjy holly 
|p a^aqdon it, should those objections appear 
m him to possess any weight. The result, 
however, was, that dhe s#ntinjfnts with 
pbfch h© fcat c5ut cm the, subject, remained 
, Walteced, ^jjer was decidedly qf opinion, 
;jfliat toefempt an estate from the payment’] 
W deleft contracted by its.lgte possessor, was * 
flagrant pet -of injustice, # He was 


muuon it, ' ’ tm 


surprint that there were thope who main- 
tained that sudyan exemption wet just, and 
he was somewhat concerned that among them 
was the onlknsember of that house who was 
invested witlMbe robes of magistracy. He 
had not proposal this alteration * in the law 
hastily. Before 1 ms introduction of it into 
the house he htid consulted the highest legal 
authorities in the kingdom upon it, and, 
with the exception of his honourable and 
learned friend «(and even he had not ex* 
pressed any direct dissent), it had received 
their unanimous and perfect approbation. 
A rt. hen. gent, had accused him of attack- 
ing the aristocracy of the country. He bad 
a high respect for the aristocracy, as forming 
a parr of our mixed constitution ; be bad in- 
deed shewn a higher respect for it than thjit 
which hacLbeen displayed by the opposers of 
the bill ; for 
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or he wished to rescue the aristo- 
cracy from the imputation of being unwil- 
ling to pay i heir debts : he wished to shew, 
"that they tlid not owe their we^ht in the 
country to an unjust law, by which their 
just creditors might be defrauded. (Hear! 
hear ! ) The hon. and learned gent, asserted 
that this bill had the approbation of the three 
presiding judgqp ofthreeof the highest tribu- 
nals of the country ; and, that it was a bill 
for the relief of the poor creditor against his 
rich debtor. He described and argued upon 
i|ie situation in which poor servants and in- 
ferior tradesmen -wece^j>luced, with regard 
to their rich debtors, as the law now stood ; 
for not having in general any bonds, theirs 
being merely simple contract debts, they 
could not recover % agninst the heir of their 
debtor. After dwelling for some time on 
the injustice resulting from this deficiency 
in the law, repeating the w r ords of ^ir John 
Strange, that “a man who dies, without 
making provision foit the payment of his 
debts, sins in his^rave,” the learned gent, 
concluded with expressing his hope, that the 
house would not suffer a bill to be lost, which 
had for its object the removal of that defi- 
ciency, and whiclf proposed to remedy an 
evil, thaiTwas in fact a reproach to the just- 
ice of the country. * 

Th ^ Master of the Rolls explained, and 
atWTfed his hon. and learned friend, that he 
never intended to throw an imputation on 
the bill before the bouse, or on the fair in- 
tention of its tamed mover. 

The Solicitor General was sorry to have 
j* misunderstood his rt. bon. friend, and assured 
him that nothing was farther from his mind 
than to give a moment’s pain to his right 
hon. IViend.r-Tbe . que&uon was »owlqi*% 



fflS] * PA8L. DEBATES, Ibuk 10, iBW.-^SaUck TOgm fH0 

called for, and the house divided. For the trance of the rt. honigeftt* into the housd? 
bill, 47 ; Against it, 6g a Majority, 22 Mr. Sheridan being J strictly speaking, still 
The bill was of coarse lost. \ in the custody of (h| setjeant at arms. Mr. 

y ■ ■■ -— *§ § ) Sheridan appeared m together unaware of the 

house of coMWNS. irregularity he was committing, apd hardly 

Thursday , Matfh 19. sensible that the Speaker was addressing hra- 

[Minutes.] — The ftfllowing members >self to him, till Mr. Hobhouse- took him by 
tvere chosen to try thehnctifE of the Lanark the arm, and exyainedthe matter to him*a 
election petition : lord G. H. Cavendish, he was cdhducting him back to the bar. 
J. F. Cawthorne, esq., lord*R. E. H. Somer- *The Speaker informed the serjeant, that it 
set, C. Chester, esq., hoik*W. Gore, T. was the pleasure of the house that Mr. £he^ 
Wood, esq., E. Harvey, elq., T. Thbrnton, ndan should* be discharged at its rising 
Esq., W Bagwell, esq., lord Brooke, right day. Of course it was his duty to keep hint.,, 
hon. R. P. Carew. Nominees : C. Dundas, in custody lillghen. fMr. Hobhouse apolfe- 
esq., J. Paterson, esq.-— The Secretary at gized for his rt. hon. fftend, who was flof 
War rose, pursuant to notice, tomove for aware of the irregularity of coming^nto & 
leave to bring m a bill for paying the allow- house while in custody. • 4 

atices 10 halt-pay officers, their widows, and [Scotch Taxes Regulation Bill.]— 
persons on the Compassionate Lj^t, at their Lord H. Petty spse, pursiusrrtb notice, to 
own residences. In tffe object of this bill "move for leave to briqg in a bill to provide 
all would agree. It was one which was very for* the payment of the public revenues in 
desirable, if it could be effected, and he Scotland into the banks of that country, for 
could anticr^ate no objection to it. *He there-* the purpose of being remit ted to th e bank of • 
fore need not trouble the house at length on England. The principle measure had 
the subject. He concluded by movingffor already obtained the sanction of the last par- 
leave to bring 111 two bills, the one to pay liament by the acts requiring the payment of 
the allowance as above, and the other to the public money from the several depart* 
enable the Kilmainham hosptfal commission- mcnts of the excise, customs, post-office,' 
ers to make regulations for the more easy &M. into the bank^ of England. The same 
and speedy payment of pensions. Agreed to. principle \\ ould apply in the measure he now 
—Lord H. Petty obtained teave to bring in proposed, with some circumstances of local 
a bill to rectify an error in the act or la^t distinction, rendered necessary by there be- 
sessiqp, for sett ling^idditional aijojjvance* on ing two national bank? in* Scotland. The. 
the younger brashes of the royal family — collectois o£ the revenue in^tfiat country 
Mr. Vanxttait obtained leave to bung in a would be required, by the bill he was about 
bill for extending to the oui ports the prou- % to propose, to make up their accounts on 
sions of the custom-housj office reform bill, the last day of every month, and to trans* 
and for applying to the superannuated fund rilit them, with the sums«they should have . 
such retrenchments as may be made in conse- on hand, to the receiver general of the land 
quence j)t' that extension. — The Advocate tax for ScotlancL^iflio was to gepbsit the 
General presented ao the house, according money, half in me tank of Scotland* and 
to order, a lull to authorize the payment of the. other half in the royal bapk, . from* 
Prize Money, arising from captures made which banks dt was to Be remitted to the 
by ships of his Sicilian majesty in coujunc- bank of England, whenever it should amount 
lion with British ships, tb the Sicilian envoy, to 50001 , there to be kept with, the other 
for the use of the officers and men of such *publi<? monies received froifl the different de- ' 
ships ; and the same was deceived, and read part men ts of the revenue, according to tly* , 
* the first time. — Ihe Serjeant at Afmsat the provisions of tta acta of the last parliament* 
bar informed the house, that pursuant to order As the Scotch Tevemie was liable* to c ejy in_ 
he had taken the rt. hon. R |B. Sherl^ into occasional, arh^sonjf times sudden, deri$n3s * 
custody as a defaulter at one of the laTClgalta 4br particular sSMks, provision was to bo * 
of the house. It was ordered that Mr. She- made for advances for those serv ices >§ and 
ridan should be dischanged at .the rising of when the receiver ^gepejal should certify the 
the house this day, paying hit fees. Short, occasion np thabanl^ that certificate wquld 
ly after Mr. Sheridan left the bar, where he be a warrant *to them tnis&e themaoney, 
was held in custody, and advanced to the* and to make a deductions ^ar amount 
treasury bench \ upon which the Speaker *fiom any sum oij hand to be remitted to the* 
caRed order 1 order ! aud observed that no- tank pf Fi^lfnd* . The banks of Scotland . 
tljiug could be snort irregular than the en- were to keep accounts o* all ‘monk^sbHi * 

M ''2 • * 



' W- 

lad tlaesfS 

tykMq mspeqtroh 
"ftjf th^ time beings 
efrauld have received th< 
filature, as he looped 



' 'Hit 


rAmntabe li#- 
lord advocate 
lis bi4t# when, it 
anctioe-of the le- 
it would, would be 
Wgcompietion of tnetfystem he had the ho- 
nour to introduce, ana he had the satisfac- 
tion totbjnk, Hhat when it ^hould have pass- 
ed, the whole pf the public morfey would 
4$ placed in a perfect state of. security. He 
moved /or leave to bring in a bill to regulate 
‘tip^Syment of the revenues of Scotland in- 
tfi the banks of Scotland, in order to their 
^feeing remitted {e the* bank England. — 
After a f^w words from Mr. Rose, who co- 
incided entirely in . the propriety of tKe bill, 
Ifase was given to bring it in. 


ifs rising, fooutd adjottrhtill Mend iayintt* 
-+-Sir J . N^wpopt, obtained leave to bring In 
a bill to exteiid the prevision of the act ef 
33 , Hen. 8, feratirigto th* wages of servanU 
to counties cff Vwties, and counties of towns 
in Ireland.-^MrrVansittart obtained leave to 
jtbring in a bill for the pore effectual preven- 
tion of smuggling.— Mr. Vansittart moved 
that various surns^ be granted to his majesty 
in lieu of the like sums issued from the 
civil list revenifes in compensation for Mis- 
cellaneous Services of the past year, which 
were agreed to, and ordered to be reported . 
on Monday. * 


4 c HOUCiJj, OF C0MS4PN3. 

< Friday, March 20. 

, {Minutes.] « Mt. , Bankes reported from 
Ape v Glasgow election committee, that Archi- 
jbuld Campbell, esq.,, the sitting member, 
wap ^iuly^idCWiif and ‘that the petition 
against his return was not frivolous nor vex- 
«$iou6.-£-*Sir J. Frederick brought up the bill 
loir the construction of a bridge over the 
Thames opposite Vauxliall, which was read 
• first time.—Mr. Sheridan brought up\^ 
bill for further regulation of the office of 
treasurer of the navy, which was rend a 
first, time. — Mr. C. Dundas/- pursuant to 


<q/ them to the members. The motion was 
, agreed to and an order made accordingly.— £ 
JLjprd H. Petty brought up a bill for correct- 
ing p mistake in the at^S^f last session, for 
f gganiigg^mnuities to Sire ybungej branches 
► t( the # roj^l family, which was read a first 
time.— -Sir J. ^ Newport % brought up a bill 
* ft* regulating* the commission appointed to 
isKpffe into offioes and fees in Irelsujd,which 
?was read sjirsttiifce, — The defaulters tfn the 
day were* reported to thS house, 


4 gptice, movpd, that private bills should be 
f^dwed to be 1 presented before Jthe printed 
jpppies are delivered, but not read a second 

time before the delivery of "printed copies J, the trade, after thoperiod fixed by parliament 


HOUSE OP LORDS. 

Monday, March 23 . 

[Slave Trade Abolition Bill.]* Hie 
Earl of U^stmorelapd presented a petition 
from certain planters, mortgagees, merchants 
and others, interested* in the West India 
islands, against a clause added by the house 
of commons to the Slave Tradd" Abolition 
bill, enacting that negroes seized in conse- 
quence of illicit trade, should be declared 
free, which they stated would be productive 
of great danger to the colonies. Ordered to 
lie on the table/ 

I,o r^ Grenvitle moved the order of the 
day for taking into consideration tiie amend- 
ment^made by the house of commons in the 
Slave Trade Abolition bill. His lordship 
observed that the object ‘of the greater. part 
of these ammendments was ta inforce penal- 
ties and .forfeitures upon those carrying on 


rs, not attending 
5 prafif&d into the 



\ the following mei 
gjfeoKeuse themselves, 
of the serjeapt 
.capf Freeman tie, 

If, Keene, Mr. H. Manners, sir C.TVlor- 
•g|% Mr. B. Tfcopiten. Cfipt Free- 
mmjkt sir C. Morgan, jfnd sir J^Fraoqis, 
w«m Muml ty tBkejMntlTcustddy on coming 
fortbe hOnmband^dered to be # discharged 
Dipt, of cMoSp oh the rising of the house, 
Jm It p*giug their fees. — C£dA*eft, * oi| thef 




for its abolition, whjcb it was not the practice 
of that house to enact. These amendments, 
therefore, were merely calculated the better 
to carry into effect the principle of the bill. 
With respect to the Amendment in the pre- 
amble, leaving ou( the* words, declaring the 
trade to be contrary to justice, humanity, 
and sound policy, it would not be imagined 
I after what he had said upon the subject, that 
"his opinion hack sustained any alteration. It 
having, hr arevor. Been thought right by tbe 
house of commons to make this alteration, 
in order that the feelings of those concerned 
sir?. Fran- 1 i n the J gaflc might not be wounded, he had 
. JWiffq^Mr JfVtiPGtfjecfton to it. 

~ * The Bishop of Lrmdaff rose to deliver 

his opinion of the bill, which he had net 
till then anopfOrtonity of doing. The right 
reverend prelate observed,' that in judgrrfg 
df the propriety of the preamble as it origin ' 
Ytally stood, or of the amendments that 4md 
been made in it, file different states 6f 


Ifetty, Ibat jbe bouse, ml , slavery p* they eiwtM4tdiffere*rT period* df 

< . i 



m ' 

(be dotfMi u6u i iabwJ .. Or- f «w tbe» tfkr 

tain conditions of slavery existed in tho an- [ v oived (he ^r^ew 'iiMrottlJstafiile** afe^tyr* 
tediluvian worid #till 7003 wn before Noah* | dities, and .even, ides. AV lotto 
and such must have existed/bffch before and i preamble^wothmgfcoeki reconcile ton W 
after the formation of civilfabciety. Under | it Me good could be expected fywti kg 
the circumstances of thooefnmra, multitudes j while it might be attended with m«m strife* 
must have existed* who could derive suste-f| chief: he was, therefore. for leaving it tot 
v nance only from theirilabofer, and who, in | altogether: AsMo the consequences «f tb# 


order to secure the means of support, were 
willing to surrender up that labour, and with 
it their freedom. Such » State of slavery 
might not indeed be considered as Contrary 
to justice and humanity, because it was a 
Voluntary act on the part of those who sub- 
mitted to it ; but,* although that state of 
slavery might not be judged inconsistent 
With justice and humanity, it did" not follow 
that other descriptions of it might not .be 
highly inhuman and upjjist ; for what could 
he more contrary to justice ana humanity ,*| 
than to excite civil war in a country, and 
then taker advantage of the- calami ties arising 
from it tT> force away the miserable id- 
habitants into an hopeless captivity? Such 
he conceived to be the nature of the trade 
which it was proposed to abolish. Its aboli- 
tion was an act of national humanity and 
justice ; it was an act thats would never be 
blotted out in the records Of divine mercy, 


certainly* appeared *te hip 
If ever St Domingo atwf 


measure, nhey 
most alarming. 

Cuba were in the - hands of our qherato# 
and if they resolved to carry on, this UHfe ' 
that alarm would prove buf too well foOnWfc 
ed. He even venlpre to my, tltfft 

it was to the existence? of the slave t wUfer^ 
that (fteii lordships were indebted 1 •for ■ tnvifc 
being now sitting in that house. • Ohr bb it tf 
tence depended on the strength of Our navy* 1 
and the strength of our «tovf”’wa3 •chiefly 
derived from the slavp trade. Their for w* 
ships must be convinced df it, if they bid 
reflected* that the town of Liverpool AkHAf 
now sent out a greater nu mber of privateOgy 
than were employed by <fB€ p- WSble &f the' 
country against the enemy, in the time of - 
Queen Elizabeth. • • tr 

The Marquis of Sligo disapproved Of ttid 
clauses,* and contended, that the pteahl* 

I We contained a gross calumny. 


He was ready to confess, that th*e most.y The Duke of Norfolk wa9 not very an*i* 


keenly exploring eye mightnot be ablejo dhy 
into the consequences of such a measure; 
but.as it evident]^ sprang froq£ dhe root of 
undissembled piety and humanity, it should 
not be supposed to be productive of evil 5 
bill, on the contrary, that it must be heal-J 
ing and beneficial to mjpkind. 

The Earl of Wtslmortland could not let 
slip this last opportunity of entering his 
protest against the bill ; he must therefore 
i^peat some of his fohner objections to it, 
though lie was aware. (Jhat the repetition 
must in some degree be irksome to thehouse. 
At least he must remind them that one 
more occasion presented itself to allow them! 
to rectify their opinions; which they should^ 
be the more induced to Vo from the awful 
warning contained in the petition* which he 
had that day 'laid on their lordship's table. 
From that' petition they gmight dhjkct the 
dreadful consequences which Oven the 
lotions of last year were producing in Jamai- 
ca. Every thing thcee seemed to indicate 
the approach of an organised insurrection, 
vThiOh might receive* a new stimulus and 
encouragement from the bill now on thd 
dteef passing, ft, therefore, called again 
the most eertbus consideration of their 
I****, ted. that" consideration would 


ous on former ocasions to support the mee** 
sure of th£ abolition ; because he knew 
that many of those wjio were loudest In to 
praise, we^ far from being Sincere in tMg* 
wishes for its success. Now, howete^ 
when it was taken up by ministers Who h«l : 
his confidence, and/ who, he was’ satisfied' t 
Vere incapable of any duplicity, the 
should have his most cordial support, aaj| 
he should rejojc£*6 see it pass.^-The ^ucs* 
lion waanew put on the several anttofentepb l 
and agreed to. — Lord Grenville tbett fnovedj | 
that the bill* with the* amendmeifts, dec.’ 
as agreed to, be sent to the odmmofis* apd v 
on the motion being agreedfo,— -Jh is lerattpjf 
agaiif rose, and ctegratoftted the house cm* 
having now perforated tee 6ftto (Bosigfofct 
rious acts that had eeer tote dote by aayte 
setably of natt A in tjp * 9 £, 

comite^ 

Monday, March 2$. * * ?* < 

[Mnretfks.] A anassage from llkbrnd^f" 
announced their knrishipt* assent to thepaa^ : 
tiny bill. 3&I the ouga^dfovfoack hifi 
Mr Whitbread observing tfiifrhgjted tea i 
mfcr evening • ta$pd*it asnis oprntdb ^ 
Drakfe~had* not received his wooH® 
bante ef-Giaqtettkiwa, deetaihj} 1 
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. ■ stflfeJ 


w&Atfrb&ukH. nr* 


n«nent hjid^iince bewiput into tfit hand*, 
by ^fckh j* was proved.|Jhat4h*t person had 
faMdly'lost his leg from & hurt received in 
tb^t action. This document wag a ietter 
captain Bligh of the Director, to Mr. 
Bttgjck, then Chairman of a committee 
ft Lloyd’s for the relief of the sufferers in 
th$ action. He begged, therefore, to be 
understood as retracting h$s assertion, and 
Jpe would move for documents to explain the 
circumstance ; but lest any false impression 
atprtUT go ^broad, that when those papers 
daould be prodiufed, Re would propose the 
liberation of the, prisoner, Ijp 4ouM ob- 
serve, that the ciceamstauce which he had 
JBIT mentioned was not the only misffepre- 
aeptation and $risehood contained in Mr. 
Drake’s evidence. There were numerous 
others * among^hfcjest he had declared, that 
he had never applied for relief to the ad- 
miralty, when ki fact he had done so fo 
tye very person by whom he hod been 

r lioned. He therefore would first move 
cdpies"8?' ( 9S^omm made by 

eppt. Bligh, late of the Director, to N. Be- 
wick, e&q. chairman of the committee at 
Lloyd's, for the relief of wounded seamen. 
The Speaker observed; with regard to 
the latter part of the motion, that the Societal 
were not known to that Rouse, and there-*! 
lore could not form part of a motion fiom 
the Chair. Mr. Windham concurred irt 
this opinion,, declaring, that however good 
v intentions tof the society alljided to, it 
vgnonld be very* improper that it should be 
recognized in that house. Mr. Fuller seem 
«{! to think that Drake ought to be liberated. 
After a few word* from Mr. Rose, and«i 
Mr. Jeffery, Mr. Whitbread withdrew Jiis 
motion on account of th\Jmproprr recog- 
itaineo^ti 


n W$ucfk it contained?"' but e in reply 
to Mr. Toilers observations, repeated, that 
t&c 'imprisonment of Mr* Dr^e, was not 
if/, consequent? of the circumstance alone 
wbiqh he had just cleared up. — On the 
fjOtion of Mr. Whitbread, the following 
papers .were then ordered to be laid before 
tbp house : ajeopy of tlieBmart Ticket pro- 
4uce4fhy Mr. Drake, Jjwheleby he re- 
pension tirbm tF " 

' a1so, a copy of t 


t ration, jdtlsoogh it wig well known, that 
several very valuable ones had fallen, in.— 
Mr Herbert otfained leave to bring in m 
bill to suspe^dVor one year, the penalties 
on the regratingof Oak Bark.— Lord Temple, 
finding that the epmmittee on this subject 
£nd not yet finished its investigation, inten- 
ded to allow his <bill ttf drop for the present' 
session, and of course supported the bon, 
•gent’s, motion. c 

[Change o/ .Administration.] Lord 
Euston presented a* petition from the chan- 
cellor, masters, and scholars, of the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge, taking notice of the- 
bill for enabling his Majesty to avail himself 
of the services of all his liege subjects in 
his naval and military forces, in the manner 
therein mentioned; and setting forth,, that 
the petitionfrs are anxious to /express their 
serious apprehensions r of the danger likely 
to arise from the said bill if carried into a 
law, to the established constitution of this 
country both in church and state/not only 
because it might eventually place a dange- 
rous 'power in the hand-* of those persons, 
whose tenets are not friendly to our ec- 
clesiastical establishment, but also because 
the principle ofrtlie bill leads to the total 
abolition of the Test act, and to other still 
|*more alarming consequences ; and therefore 
playing, that the Mid bill may not pass into 
a tow. * On his lordship’s moving that the 
petition do lj^on the table 1 , „ 

Mr. IV. Dickenson rose not^o oppose the 
motion of the noble lord, but in the fulfil- 
ment of his duty as a member of parliament 
to put a plain and simple question to the 
noble lord opposite (lord Howick). Twelve 
or thirteen days ago, that noble lord intro- 
duced into the House a bill (against ^hicii 
the petition that had just been presented 
was directed) enablmg his majesty to accept 
the seryices of all* his liege subjects, of 
every religious persuasion, in the army and 
navy. About five dafs since the noble lord 
flui mated that \l wa ** not his intention to 
carry into execution* the order for the se- 
cond readiri|r of the bill, but to allow it to 
drop, to be afterwards disposed 1 of as the 
chepf ofdGreen- 1 house mjght thinjv fit. The noble lord 
KT^kct^mj^LMe^^hat this intimation was owing to 


raorrov 


DjrecTOr; to the hoy>ityl «at Yamiouth.— 
nol ^ c ®r^ % mojion tp- 
ttspeoting* paces jgranted iu 
Lord/Howick assured his hon. 
IpC lhat should have his most conj 
p support. Not a single rfcverstcm had* 
*pwy. by the prcif at adtniais 


fcf canjt. Bligh, late of nis Majesty’s snip circumstances which it was not then in his 


power to disclose, butevl&icb at some future 
tirpe he would q^plicitly narrate. He wish- 
ed to ask, if that time had arrived ? Tire 
public mind was in a state of great anxiety. 
Many rumours were afloat respecting a . 
Change in the Administration ; without any 
wish for such a, change having been express % 
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m d by the people, or any intimation for 
the necessity of it having proceeded from 
that honse (hear ! hear !). Among others, a 
rumour had been circulated, Ahat his ma- 
jesty's ministers had endeavoured to press 
on his majesty a subject tofWhich the honour- 
able and conscientious mind of his majesty wai 
^ averse. (Hear! hears) Was that rumour 
true ? He (Mr. D.) had obtaiped leave to # 
quit London for a fortnight. He should see*! 
many of his constituents arthe assizes, and 
lie wished to be enabled satisfactorily to an- 
swer the questions that would naturally be 
put to him. He thought it unnecessary to of- 
fer any excuse for this intrusion on the house, 
the particular circumstances in which the 
country was* placed, he trusted, would jus- 
tify him. 

Lord Howick replied nearly in the follow- 
ing terms : Sir, certainly no apology was ne* 
cessary from the lion. gent, for the exercise 
of one of the first privileges of a member 
of parliament, that of calling upon his ma- 
jesty's ministers for explanation upon any 
great and important subject. In answer 
to the hon. gent's, questions, I shall declare, 
as far as I can, consistently with my duty, 
what is the present state o£ the administra- 
tion of this country, adding only, that, jff 
with regard to those circumstances whidymo 
I do not at present feel at liberty to divulgdf th; 
I shall rely on the candour and indulgerffe wi 
of (he house, testing* they J will believe 
that no man jj more anxious than myself 
that ray conduct should stand fair with the 
house and with the country j and consequent-^ 

Iy, that the time tnust^ome when my duty 
to the king and to the public, and every 
consideration of private honour will induce 
me to*make an explicit statement of the 
accent occurrences. In the mean time, 1 
shall proceed, under# the .restrictions which 
I have mentioned, to reply to the questions 
of the hon. gent. To one of those ques- 
tions I do not feel authorised at present to> 
give an answer 2 it is that on# which alluded 
to a rumour, which, if true, would, as the 
bon. gent, has implied, impute culpability 
to his majesty’s ministers.|namely, that his 
majesty's ministers had enfeavour^^o force 


statement which f i 
nip intention of ,nq 
reading of the relij 
that $e*mrcuinitaii 



made wheAl signified 
moving fbntbe seaond 
ious "army service tfill, 

<es which then prevented 
me ftom dbing so havejed to# situation in 
which I am now gabled to inform *the 
house that, although I have not yet received 
his majesty's ‘c^pimands to deliver up the 
seals of rfty office, his majqj>ty has thoogta 
proper to send for persons not employed at 
his servants, and is engaged in longing 
arrangements forane^admjnistnptbn.* 
petition was then or dered to lieon the i 
[Carnatic, PAVBffs.] dfir T. Turin i, 

a speech of considerable length, 

he prefaced by observing, that rib change 
of administration could in* any measure a 
affect the question now before the 
house, inveighed strongjf^gainst thp 
assumption of the government of the Car- 
natic, which he repeatedly termed one 
of the itiost gross* and infamous stretches J 
of tyranny that ever disgrac ed t he any Is of 
India. He dwelt Auch*fl^>on me subse- 
quent treatment of the Polygars, who, he * 
contended, were no more subjects of Britain 
than of Hesse Cassel He did not charge 
the lords* Clive or Wellesley with the murder 1 
~ the nabob of Arcot, but insisted that * 
•oth had been the means of bringing about 
I The hon. baronet conducted 
with moving, that there be laid before the 
house a copy of the. i rfstrugtions given, tm 
lord Morniogton by the Board of Contract! 
or the Secret Committee, previous to thi 
Treaty respecting the Carnatic in Ifgt* 
The hon. baronet said, that 'beside the mm 
Tiow before the house, be had upon the* 
same subject twelve other motions to scttNuki 
to the house . 

Mr. Tinrney' in aflswer to the haAvbare* 
net's long speech, should briefly obaer*f% 
that of the papers now called lor, turn part , 


did not exist, 
printed. 

Sif T Turton satj 
office of (height i 
the samf meads. off 
fore was n<tf awaj 
mentiorfcd. *^le 


i otlier part was already 


on the king a measure which his consL*^fleb=|^cef«^instfler 
disapproved. On this point I will ouly say, 
that it is the duty ofoany minister, on any 
subject connected with the interests of this 
great empire, to offer such advice to bis 
majesty as his judgment shall dictate! 

More I cannot now say. With regard to 
the other question proposed by the hon. 
j^only remains for me to add to the 


, tbaf not .being in duT 
mi. gent., he had t*ii« 
nformatioo/ and there- 
b of what hid b efefrjptsjfj 
bought the right/bca-A 
r on#, and was willing’ 
to withdraw his motion. . | 

Lord A'Hamitlom thought it better tha£! J 
the proper officers bf required to fey befo re 
the house % clpy of all thy mstrucdoai that 
had been isstum. V, >; 

<sSir A. IVtf/c%[cy contendedtKat all fl iitf 
tnstrhefionl which had been tilina^tti#^- 
were al^adjr tn possesion of <fc^ A f ' *' 
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E - CoL 8y*fo asiertedtbtt there would not 
be ime it/the present Ise^ston to examine 
Jffi'tb* papers for which the hon. baronet 
|«d moved. Though hi had given- a» long 
explanation of the object of tbes^ motions, 
yeKbe explanation vsas so imperfect, that 
lie could not pretend to understand him. 
%et there werl one or twa*observations in 
|M» statement wpich he . could not \>ass over 
MTithout some notice — Sir T. Turton rose 
t o ortf ea, affirming that the hon. gent, ought 
tfl^ft&at^imself to the particular question 
Jaefore the libtise.— *» Xfter a few words from 
■$fr J. Anstruthor, ML Tie*uef and col. 
jSva»e*,tly: motion Was agreed to. — The mo- 
tifcn iorl copy of the Review promised by 
masquis Wellesley to the Directors was then 
put and carried, k being understood that 
there was n#3Mt paper, bitf sir T. Turton 
wishing to have that fqpt formerly before the 
house. * * 

Sir T. Turton also raev ed for copies of 
|he officialLetters, other than (hat of the 
23d AprifjSlB^/espdfcLibg the papers dis- 
covered at Seringapatam, with the answers 
•oiar as not already printed. 

- Col, Symes contended that the greatest 
moderation had been practised in afcting on 
t h e s e papers. He denied that the paper* 
had been come by unfairly, or that any im^ 
proper means had been usec^ to shorten 
the life of the nabob, who was said not 
«0 |»veditd a watux^l death. He died in 
denseqwtiee'of theJntemperate uieof opium, 
de governor of Madras sent Dr. Anderson 
ttf him when, ill, whose report was, that he 
ffinnd him labouring under an incurable 
d^enrtery. • # 

Turton would noj now enter upon 
the merits,, but he wasNxt issue with the 
iMek^gpotL in the whole olhis statements. 
$CetMUfc agreed toi-*— He next moved for a 
copy of the Paper cohtainiog the approbation 
g j htm *0$ (the ^conduct of /lord Clive in the 
mrifeaction above alludedAo, and in the sub- 
'fc^ueni arrangements vMh res]>ect f tef the 
ttk$nc& Agreed to.-^l te hoq . baronet also 
Morel for copies of tb4 Let! ^ ^ 
JpOflhiht ltc. comp) 

SSfi&^Henext raov 
fetter- /romdord H< 

Ibtb. complaining of the permission given 
hpR^tini^obertain artisan*; &c. Servants of 
tlMeefalpinyk to settle iphis domitrtons. 
*ftAn^ tdnairutkag^&M, there qras no such 


trra of'Cmdut 
« grievances. 


paper, and It was not respectful to the 
to be moving for papers wMqbif JM* 
bhewnjdkl not exist. •« * * 

* £otatel obeerved, that gentlemen 


might exercise their iaMgix&ttop to the great 
inconvenience of* the house, if these things 
were permitted. — The house then divided 
on this question, which was lost by a majo- 
rity of 30 to 24^ The .other motions were 
a greed to. 


HOUSfe OF^UOMMONS. •* 

Tuesday, March 24. » 

[Minutes.] A 'Message from the lords 
declared their lordship's assent to the amend* 
ments ntade by the house on the Bill for the 
Abolition of the Slave-trade, with the cor* 
rection of a clerical error in one of them.— • 
The amendment of the house of lords was 
agreed to, after a particular explanation 
from the Speaker, who stateS it to be the 
practice of the house to allow such amend- 
ments, wheji they went only to express 
Xndre iully, and to further their own inten- 
tions, as the amendment in the present 
case did, going only to supply a clerical 
olnission.— *Lord Temple movecr that the 
amendments of tbe lords in the Sierra Leone 
Company bill should be taken into conside- 
ration. The Speaker felt it bis duty to call 
the attention of the house to the subject of 
these amendment. This bill, proposing to 
vest laqds in the crown, struck him to be of 
;jhe same nature of a money bill ; and if in 

t onf or the other the lords should intro* 
e any amendments, it appeared to him 
that, accosdjng to the privileges of jhat 
house, such amendments w^*e fatal to the 
bill. He supposed, therefore, that some 
^member of that house would move, that 
this bill should be hud aside. Lord Temple 
in conformity with me opinion of the chair* 
moved that this bill should be thrown out $ 
which was agreed to. The noble load then 
moved, that tbe house should tomorrow 
resolve into a comipittro upon the acts rela- 
tive to the Sierra leone company, with the 
view of moving for leave to bring in a bill 
£ff the same nature as that which had been 
just rejected — Mr. Vansittart rose to state, 
that an hoy. gent., (Mr. Osborn Markham) 
who was a member of tbe Shrewsbury 
election committer, having vacated his seat 
r a cdjsy of a j i n consg qflence offhis acceptance of a certain 
IpBWwnent, he submitted, for the consi- 
deration of the bouse, how the committee 
were to act tinder such an event? The 
Speaker felt that tbe right bon. gent, had 
done right in communicating the information, 
Vtrhich tbe house had just heard. But as to 
|‘the subject of that information it was his du- 
ty to Btate, that a member's vacating Iris 
ffedt in consequence of his aceep^ute of 
if 
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an office which was incompatible with such 
seat, or from any other natural cause, was 
no reason why the committee alluded to 
should not proceed in its investigation, nor 
could the house prevent, upon such grounds, 
any such committee from proceeding.— Mr. 

%l£thbridge presented a petition from 
John Palmer, Esq. off Bath, the original 
deviser of the mail coach conveyance of let- 
ters. The petition stated an agreement ha- 
ving been made, several yea*? ago, between 
the said John Palmer, and certain persons 
then in office in his majesty’s government, 
which agreement had never been performed 
by the said persons, whereby the said John 
Palmer was greatly injured. It concluded 
with praying relief. Ordered to lie on the 
table.-*- A new writ was ordered for a 
member to serve in parliament fqr the bo- 
rough of Caine, in the room of Osborne 
Markham Esq. who bad accepted the office 
of Commissioner of Barracks. 

[Lancaster Election.] Mr? Dent cal-* , . 

led the attention of the house to a circum- | him, he would add, sthat *I^Tfefi£veci*hifn. 
stance which occurred relative to Ibis 
election, which greatly involved the privi- 
leges of that house. A petition had been , 
presented against him, as o#e of the sitting i do attend the house to-morrow, together 
members for that town, charging hiry with j wdth other persons^ named in the order, 
bribery and corruption, and loading himL^ [Resolution respecting Offices in. 
with all those epithets wdiich petitions oflf Reversion.! Mr. Bankes said he was not 
that description usually contain. It waj^ j aware that the motion he was about to offer 


ment until the 4 th of March ; am that Mr. 
John Alcock,, of, the Borough, \was tfoq 
person to whom he alluded as the oshSnsibte 
agent ayE^the petitioners. — Here the hon, 
member waV proceeding to^ubmit a motion 
on the subject, when « m . 

I The Speaker suggesfed the propriety ot . 
merely mentioning a future dsfy for taking 
the maker* into consideration, and at pre- 
Sent moving, that the offenfling parties be 
upon that day ordered to attend. , 

Mr. Denti then observed, that to-morftfto 
would equall v answer (lie edfds Xif justice. V 
Mr. Tierhey ^ did not ris/e to oppose any i 
enquiry which the houso might make upon ^ 
the business, but merely to say, # th.U fcl WT 
thought to-morrow would b£ too soon, as 
it might not be possible for Mr. Alcock, 
so short a time* to have a«n?g pporttinity 
l«of justifying himself. # He certainly could 
1 not, and would not disa^w»his knowledge, 
of that gentleman, and since he was thus 
| publicly noticed as having such knowledge of. 


an upright and honest man. — After some 
desultory remarks from other members, it 
was at last ordered, that Mr. John Alcock 


however, permitteS to drop, Ijitt not un- 
til he had bee# put to very considerable 
trouble and some expence, in prepa- 


was liable to any objection. • It cgme recom- 
mended, nqf by his individuaf authority, tiut 
by the sanction of the committee of the, 
rations to resist it; in doing which he ,,house appointed ** to examine and consider 
discovered, that five of persons petition- what regulations and checks have been es- 
ing against him were not at Lancaster ; : fSblished, in order to coiit oul the several . 
and he found that there was not the smal- | branches of the public expenditure in Great 
lest chalice of even obtaining that redress ! Britain anAir^lanS/ and how far the . same 
wliich the law of tWs country gives in cases . have been effectual, mid what further. mea- | 
of forfeited recogjn ifances, as the party | sures' can be adopted for reducing any parf, ’ 
io entering into sudi recognizances on this ; of the said expenditure, \>r diminishing the 
occasion did not appypi to be worth six- 1 amount of salaries lnd emolument* without 
pence. He further discovered that warrants, ^detriment to the pdblic service ”. It oceur- 
as from the ‘speaker, to ‘attend the commit- ; red ta the cflmmitte 
tee in town,, had been Uerved 511 several object corjjtjjAted to 

I revysionl 


iliw giame iwml 

times, fughXto 

xh Ire/3ac\ 


persons, five or six of whom were in atten- 
dance then in the lobby, fcut that all these rfiie grants that hai 
warrants had been forge! j that ^person ““ 1 

well known to a right hok. gent. opposTO^ 

(Mr. Tierney) appcarccP as the solicitor 
conducting this petiliffh, andnhe ostensible 
agent of the petitioners ;* that the warrants 
were discovered to be forged, on applica- 
tion at the office of the speaker’s secretary ; 
that they were dated the 20 th of Feb., 

Whereas none were issued from that denart- 
V6WXT. - ' 


in ftinherance of tW^ 
its care, thkt grants 
though no\ exceeding 
been made* in £jrijier 
restricted, and 'put a.( 
which had lately be- ' . 
come united with this country, and^ wa# \ 
equally entitled to*atterttion, the practice of. ^ 
granting*revei|ions^5revailed to an infinity 
greater extejitl The practice was ski abuse, 
so far as it prevailed, and an abu$(^ 

Yfr.rly tt> be ejt\ided, if someturtely checkj* 
tvas not !mf>osedj*pou it. He was therefor# 1 , 





directed b/the committee, as it* chairman, 
fb movent resolution, That no office, 
jjjfcce* employment, hr salary, in any part 
of his majesty's dominions, ought hereafter 
. fb be granted in reversion." ****** 

Mr Yorke gayfe every possible credit to the 
nrfbtives of hi* hon. friend and of the com- 
mittee, and, yet he felt a good deal of dif-* 
fffculty in assenting to this motion* The doubt 
in his mind wis, whether the ancient and 
Accustomed practice ought to be altered, 
wbe»),as stated bv his hon. friend himself, 
yJThadVja :e, beet!, but little*** abused. It 
/^was a favourite maxim with him, not to 
change established usages urtfess he saw some 
^ jt^ hg^ycason for ft. This granting of offi- 
ces in reversion had been a power in the 
hands of the drown for the purpose of re- 
warding se rvices ; and hitherto it had in fact 
been'a savm^To the public? for unless thesel 
offices could bj gjvon in this manner, ser- 
rices, if they were rewarded at^ all, must 
be rewarded by a grant,* and a double bur- 
* fhervwoqiij^Jjjji be l^id. upon the public. 
The object of this' motion, as had been sta- 
ted, was undoubtedly of the greatest im- 
portance ; and yet the house was called 
Upon to decide upon it r.t once. Tjhe notice 
had only been given the preceding day, and 
given in such a manner that till he came dovJU I 
that day, he did not exactly know the pur- 
port of it. He hoped therefore that the 
house would at least take more timtf to con- 
sider of ir.. Jf* thc r motion had been for 
leave to bring 4n a bill, heshoulQ have had 
no objection to it, because he could then 
have stated his objections in the different 
stages, provided he thought it was liable to 
•objection. But *ns the motion wa 3 for a 
resolutioy, lie was inclined to dissent from 
} it; for even though it^ smmk5* , ue k followed 
1 by a tfdl, those arguing against thut- bill 
would be uftder an evident disadvantage when 
such a resolution as this\tood*on the jour- 
nals- He hbped thereforephe motion would 


>e necessit^/of giving if his nogativie. 
• £x>rcl Houfck gave nujCTbNJh: 


sup- 


!saw nothing Inftie^Jmpose a perman 



f gave 

port to the motion. H< 
feargutQ^its of the rt. li 
/Jiist, to .induce him to ti 
postponed. The notice 
,^dtae of the fullest houses o J the sqjsion/ and 
particularly marked Tty Fus (lord H.» say- 
ing iie would support th-J” motfui, And add- 
ing, whal he reefed now, that not one 
single revefsia^nad been giwm away by the 
present, administration, thcwgfe fomcu^^fyJ 
tilUableones had fallen in/ Vas, in his opi- 
t .• 


nion, as ample a notice as could be desired. 
It had, however, been stated in objection 
to what Ife then said, that some offices had 
been granted in reversion in the court of 
chancery. What he had said ought to be 
understood of the government, and not of the 
subordinate departments. The fact, with 
respect to thqpe te^prfions in the court of 
chancery, was, that the present lord chan- 
cellor had advised his majesty to grant the 
reversion of t^o small offices in his Court to 
a persqp who l*ad been his clerk, while he 
was in such distinguished practice at the bar, 
and w'ho, losing that employment by his 
promotion to the seals, would be wholly un- 
provided for without this grant in reversion. 
This was the only grant in reversion that had 
been made, though a tellership had fallen in. 
No custom should be allowed to sanction a 
thing, which, in the opinion of correct 
men of all ages, was improper. It was not 
necessary to argue the impropriety of the 
practice i)ow j many better opportunities 
would occur in the varions stages of the 
bilL that w'ould be introduced on the resolu- 
tion. The right lion, gerit. had said, that 
this would reduce the power of the crown to 
reward services, and that it would increase 
the expense of those rewards, by rendering 
it necessary to make all remuneration the 
subject of present grant. The rt. hon. gent. 
l\ad looked but "slightly on this matter, or 
he would have found, that grants of rever- 
sions had fiscally been made, not to merito- 
rious servants, but to per^/'ns, who, from 
their tender age, could have rendered no> 
sen ices whatever. The grant of reversion® 
was, in fact, an abridgment of the meant 
of rewarding public servants ; for if tlio 
holder of the office dropped, the reversioner 
stepped in, and prevented its being given 
to a meritorious serv^nffi Thus the public 
burthens were increased, instead of being, 
as the rt. hon. gent, aj^ued, diminished by 
giants in reversion. « f He approved of the 


postponed, if joot, 1 ip shoulji be under (■niode by which the committee proposed to 

establish this barrier, as w'ell as of the bar* 


r\fr t 

rier iuelf.* While ^the bill, which was to 
t restriction, was in pro- 
gfttss, a r^solutioi* of the house would be 
loAdf to detenany minister from grant- 


I render illegal. 


which the bill proposed to 
e was not prepared to go 
into the question, whether the restriction 
was more or left called for now. He could 
not say, w'hether grants in reversion had 
been more or lew frequent in late years ; 
but several grant! had been made in ]a(e 
ytits, and parttetfariy in Ireland He gtv* 
/ Ji ‘ 
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his cordial support to the motion, nod be 
’wished the house to go still 'further, and to 
oome to a resolution against granting of 
a ny office for life, not usually so granted. 

If any thing of that kind had been done, or 
was in contemplation, he thought it highly 
proper for the houm^tcynterfere, and to pre- 
vent it, by expressing its decided disapproba- 
tion. (Hear! hear! from, .many parts of 
the house, but from the Treasury Benches 
in particular.) • 

Mr. Pltimer (of Hertford) rose an J said : 

I wish, sir, that this measure had been 
brought forward 40 years ago. This has 
bjeen hitherto my sincere desire; and I, 
therefore, give the motion now made my 
most hearty assent. Having said thus much 
upon the measure itself, I cannot help em- 
bracing this opportunity of paying a tribute 
of applause to the present administration (I 
•ay present, upon the supposition that they 
are still in -pffice), as I really think they kave^ 
shewn every disposition to benefifthe coun- 
try by their judicious measures, and tjjeir 
avoiding the practice of former administra- 
tions, of granting reversions Upon this oc- 
casion, loo, i have another observation to 
make, which is this: in conling down to the 


collector of the Port of Dublin, oH*of those 
reported as requiring regulation an% reform, 
had been granted in rpversion two dee£, dflB 
eonseq$e&fr could not be touched by the 
late bill for me retrenchment, reform, and v 
regulation of offices in Iceland, though it had 
[twice fallen vacant within the year, and . 
though it was of those that most part* 
cularly reqdired reform and regulation. 

Mr. Johnstone approved of the motion, 
which was' perfectly consistent with the 
principles on which his hon. friend (MiT 
Bankes) had always acted, and he "thought it\ 
was a happy'omen of ^hat might be expect- : 
ed from the exertions of* the comnjittee ef 
which he was chairman. He couftftSot?’ 
however, think a mere unauthenticated ru- 
mour a sufficient justification for w{>at hacf " 
been said of an hon. and learaeCT gen*, not 
diow present, the wholy tenor of whose life 
had shewn his preference <Tf publtc principle 
to private jftlvantage. • He could not help ob- 
serving Upo, that those who had been most . 
clamorous in cheering® the t-cfiecfldiTfe caSl on 
the non. and learned gentlemen, were mem- 
bers of a family which was loaded with 
wealth derived from ^public sinecures. He 
wished, with the hon. gent, on the floor. 


give fb an hon. and Iwarnetl member of this 
house (ahudingi to Mr. Perceval, who was 
not theu in the house) an appointment to 
the Duchy of Lancaster for life, in order to 
tempt that gentleman intake a place in the 
new go\ eminent. Upon this, I may ob- 
serve, that if men of great abilities are not 
•ati.sfied*with the rewards attached to the si- 
tuations which hihVunesty chooses to appoint 
them to hold in the Ajyemnaent of their coun- 
try, if theydonot thitmthe ft-sual compensation 
sufficient, they ought mat to accept of office 
^t all. I do,, however, at all events, enter ^ 
.my protest most solemnly agjflnst the mea- 
sure of giving a man a satiation fjpr life, 
order to entice him to\ occupy another. 


house this day, I have heard a report, which thpt the resolution now before the house had 
I am very sorry to hear; I have heard, sir, ^fecn adopted 40 years ago, and then that fa- 
that the new govern menf which i% now mily would nyt now be drawing £GQ,000 a 
forming, or to be. formed, have agreed to year from the labour of ihe public. But 

- ... t i i o * i _ . /■ ■ i . — 1 1 I — . _ i 


however eager they h^d hkhertp been for. 
places and pensions, he was gfail that at last 
they had found it expedient to change their 
tone. 

Mr. Plumer, in explanation, allowed that 
tfie mere rumour of the day was not a suffi- . 
dent* ground for galling the attention of the 
house tO/Avj thing : but after the^llusioi| 
madejb/tke noble lord opposite, ne thought 
hiivWtclf justified in the observatiqps he had* 
offered. As lo th^ restfof what had* fallen 
it did nos touch him* ' 
the family .which wa» 
|erive<ffr>m the pubHcy^* 
(bunded, ^hat he ha 
if the[ report w%t 


from the hon. gen 
He was not one 
loaded wjth Vealth 
If the re&'r^tvas 


do 



had beep adopted a year soclier. The house 
Would not then be in flic situation in which 
it now was, with respect to sdtne of the Irish 
offices which had been reported as proper ^ 
some to be abolished, and some to be re- 
formed, and which could not be touched in 
either way, on account oQlie interests of the 
reverjjmcn?! The office ^eustorx^r and 


purpose of expressing that approbation, aa 
with a vievJ to apologise to the house t'Sr not 
having ttouglif forward the subject himself. 

He entertaipci the samQ t opinion with the 
committee som time ago, intended ta 
hVe made a # sVnilar motion, ;fnd for that, 
(jurpQse had movqd for an account of thtf t 
offices granted in reversion, which vfos no# • 

N 4 .• 
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o^ the tablfT He had, he Relieved, given no been brought forward with a view Ao recent 
notice of /is intention, but he had only not and present circumstances, he begged leave 
pi£af»os9d rhe bill before, as he had not been to inform that hun. general and the house, 
a Y^re of any immediate Necessity He that the subject, respecting the grant of 

b^d assurances on the subject, ajrtj in favour places in reversion, had been the first to 
of [iis view of it, /roqj the noble dnkc at the which the attention of the committee had „ 
head of affairs in Ireland, and from the no- ( been directed. It had ^>een several times 
bfe lord hero too, to whnai.the hon. gent, under discussion, and f he last time their at-'" 
(l&r Johnstone) had alluddd. He had with tention had been called to it, it was warmly 
singular propriety adverted to that noble lord supported by an hbn. gent, who was likely to 
in the language of reproach on that day, have a place tfqder the new arrangement. 
wj»en i\was well know n that he had power The insinuation, that this resolution was in- 
grant^Ntonsidcrablc office in reversion, tended as a restriction on the persons in- 
and yet that the only yse he madr: of it was eluded in the new arrangement, appeared to 
to abstain from exercising a prixilege which him extraordinary, as fuming from an hon. 
ta* ‘baep* used by every one wdio preceded gent, professing himself the friend of those 
him. That noble lord had already laid members. * 

dciwn in practice what it was now proposed General Gascoyne, in explanation, dts- 
to lay € dtfw iWuiheory, and therefore the hon claimed any intention to throw any impu- 
gent’s. allusion was peculiarly well-timed, station whatever uport the committee. He 
When he approved Of the resolutions now had only said, that the manner in which the 
moxed, he ought to recollect that Lord resolution had been brought forward and ar- 
Grenville had already acted upon the prin- gued, excited in his mind a suspicion that it 
ciplef * therefore by tHfese who was intended as a restriction on the new ar- 

fidlowed the practice of granting offices in rangement. 

reversion, that the resolution was loudly ap- Mr. Sheridan observed that the hon. ge- 
pruved of. notwithstanding the hon. gent’s, neral certainly had not thrown, by his 
insinuation, but by those who abstained speech, any cengure upon the measure now 
from it. proposed ; but he had thrown a very severe 

Mr. Henry Martin (of*Kinsale) said, ikt imputation upon his friends in the new ad- 
so fully coincided in the propriety of the re-nniinistration ; an^l one for which he believed 
solution now before the honse.Hmd felt it so If Jea$t, they would be very little obliged to 


necessary to counteract a system so mischie- | 
fa>us as thabwdiich h5d been alluded to this j 
ni^ht, that he should now gi\e‘notice, that ; 
he would to- mor»ow move an humble ad- 
dress to his majesty, praying, that he would ' 
■.he graciously, pleased not to grant any placrj 
in the duchy of Lancaster, or elsewher^, for 
ijfe, which had hi tin rto 'been usually held 
by tbe € po«^ssors duriqg his TuSjesly’s plea- 
*u;e '‘'(Hear! hear! from all parts the 

.* <• . 

r General s Gascoyne dysapproved of the 
bringing forwaid this resolution at present ; 
Jbecause helhuugkt it lorked ven*/ suspicious, 11 
(tad hpd the/appearange I A heiu^jnfcnded to 
^strict the riew governnent. ft 
ot all i hose) w ho, accusing ro report, w^rfcw 
jto hav£ a share in that goveivinety, it was 1 
/qot ploper to press it. rl%..Jnotioe’»Sad 
given of it, that must necessarily have reach- 
ed tlfcnv. At all evetats* though it should 
pass at present, that must not.be considered 
^’pledge to support the bill. P 
Mr. Horner , ps'jfmember al tire commit- 
tee, tell bi ftnHf called upoir to say a fe;v 
Isolds on the present occasion. 1 As the bon< 
‘jeperal 4 had insinuated that "this motion had 


the zeal of the hop. general. For his ( own 
part, thought the new ministers were about 
to occupy those places fiom which himself 
and his colleagues must shortly retreat, yet 
he had so little of political animosity towards 
them, that he was*unwilling to impute to 
them any such intentions as those which the 
zeal of the hon. general this night ^espoke. 
He hoped they were aitfuated by stronger 
motives for accession ctofpower, than those 
of bargaining and buying their way into of* 
fice. The hon. gt-ner^s reasonings amount- 
ed to this : " Jf you Stlempt to carry a reso- 
lution of thi£ sost, you will throw the 
strongest impediment in the way of forming’ 
a new and virtuoiV* administration, to suc- 
ceed the wicked srid corrupt one just turned 
&& of office : yl u will paralize the vigour 
exertion#- you will cripple the mag- 
nitude of their jlans, if you prevent them 
from taking, cj granting lucrative places in 
rt version, or for life, in addition to those 
they are to hold during the king’s pleasure, 
>n remuneration for their great services, and 
splendid talents.” This, however, was a doc- 
trine to which he could not subscribe, and a 
kind of Jvpporj. ft Jm the hon. general, which 
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ke believed, would not oe verjf grateful to his 
friends. * Some allusion bad* beenynade in 
the course of this discussion,* to certain re- 
versions, held by a distinguished faihily, several 
branches of which formed parts of the present 
administration ; but be could see no analogy 
between the cases al^ided to, and those now 
fn contemplation of thAhous® ; between re- 
versions during pleasure, enjoyed for ser- 
vices long rendered to the fctate, and rever- 
sions and places for life, to h^granted in the 
first instance before any service whatever 
was rendered, and given^as a kind of bounty 
fo entice a placeman to enlist for a high of- 
fice, to which also a high salary was to be 
attached. This was indeed a novel mode of 
recruiting an administration. But whenever 
the new ministers should appear in their 
places, he hoped the hon. genera] would give 
them a very different support from Hie kind 
of observations he had this day pointed 
against them. 

Mr. Huvh'isson was sure that the character 
and principles of his hon. friend, who bad 
brought forward ihe resolution, would* se- 
cure him from the imputation of having 
been actuated by party motives. From what 
he had learned in con version with other 
members of the committee, lie was per- 


iu» 


heretofore field during pleasure ^should be 
conferred for life,, and that too afthe mere 
will of the crown, in. order, as r 
stated, J&^mduce a tnan to accent another 
office duringyleasure. Wgh regard to th# 
noble family alluded tc^by the lion geat £• 
holding places of considerable fffbfit, did the 
non. gent, mean 4o assert tharthe holdir^ 
places of profit tfy public men *ras incon- 
sistent with the purity of puftlic charter? ' 
If the hon. gent, did mean that, such ? sen- # 
timent must be heard with peculiar rfurpris© 
from such a quarter, * aftef tta/'panegyricVy 
which the tain.^gent. kul thpught proper to \ 
pronounce upon the public spirit and patriot- 
ism of his light hon. friend. For fhertfoh* 
gent, must know that one of the highest 
places of profit in the country was gran t ed" 
reversion to a pjrson of the name Til ferce- 
|»val j and again in reversion to another per- 
son of the same name." The hon. gent, ex* 
pressed hi« heartfelt^ipprobation of theiwea- 
snre, which the motion before the house had. 
in view, and in core ur r ersw / "fr it 5* iHe^hon. 
member, his regret that sucji a measure had 
not been introduced forty years ago • Ju al- 
luding to the lion, mover, he could not help 
expressii*g his surprise, that any man whi 
had the least opportunity of appreciating the , 


suaded that they were all agreed tfiat no ymaracter of that*hon. gent, could suppose 
places should be granted henceforth in reverV him capable of binding himself to the pur* 
sion. As to the propriety of any arfangjf poses of^any ^iarty. The house indeed must 
men with a vievif to indpee individuals to 
accept of office, he believed %hat the firj»t 
measure of the administration then in office, 
with a view to enable a noble lord (Gren-J 
ville), for whom he felt a very sincere res- 
pect, was a sufficient prflof that such an ar- 
rangement was not very extraordinary. As 
to the qpw administration, he knew nothing 
more of it, thatllJfe was enabled to collect 
from the rumours kfloat, and he did not be- 
lieve that any armgerr*ent had been yet 
submitted for the approbation of the highest 
authority in the state. 

Mr. IVhhtlread observed* that without 
giving any opinion upon the merits of the 
case referred to by thekhon. £ent. (Mr. 

Johnstone), he had no hentation in asserting 
that there was a material Aifterenc«i>et\#6en 
that case and the one mcle particularly al- 
luded to, in the course of Ibis debate. For 
in the one, the object waAto enable a man 
to hold an office which wa\?onfcrred upon 
him for life, in conjunction with one to 
which he was appointed during pleasure, ami 
for that purpose the sanction of parliament 
w ? 8 applied for, and obUinol ; whi le in the 
he proposition w&^\thST\p office 


tther 


y tfe c 


ws^thar'r 


have heard with astonishryent the imputa- 
tion \\hich # an hon. gent. on*the other s^ide 
had thought proper to throw dut. The hon. 
member concluded with declaring his cordial 
concurrence in the motion before the housQ* 
against which he had notjieard a single a**, 
gun^ent, and his anxious wi«>h for the success 
of the motion of Vhich his hon. friend (Mr. 
Martiiylyul‘gi\en notice for ib8 ne*t # day. . 

Huskisson in explanation stated, that ' 
he did not mgan ta'asseft; a complete analogy 
be-tween the casepf the noble Iprd ailudetf 
to (lord GrenvillcAand that which appitfred 
to b® so mifeh in view in the present discui^ 
sion. PitbaqW he iiei^ly meanNo infer froi 
the. fa / lief case, tbit in the contemplation if 
‘mmisterial arrangements, the nature of 
office wighv be changed by connecting it** 
with omfSvitli which it was previously ‘deem* 
ed altogether incompatible. To he sure in 
one case the changp qpuld be effect did onljr^ 
by the sanction ofjparliament, whereas iy 
other it was Juilc subject to* the wall of th* 

* Mr. Parwc^hought thatch: ^behoved the 
house to lalfe peculiar care upon a question 
of this nature. ‘For, understanding thpt*4 1 
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t&bte Iordf(Castlercagh) was likely to hold a 
mating Situation in the new administration, 
Wbow conduct in -Ireland could not escape 
his recollection, he was fully dpBWnced of 
fhe necessity of vigilant precaution. He 
(Mr". ParneJJ.) had H^d the honour of a seat 
In the liousq, of commons in Ireland during 
discussions upon the Union, and he re- 
membered thft in the first session, wheij 
that measure was proposed and lost, two fa- 
sniliedvof some parliamentary influence stood 
^jjeuterN Jgut ip th$ following session, un- 
der this noble lord's management of rever- 
alons, these twe/ families w ere Drought, into 
and by such means the union was vo- 
ted Eya small majority. A son of one of 
^hese families was, to his knowledge, secured 
ikTfftfc ^version of the clerkship of the pells 
in IiclanaT*j£hd to a son of die other family 
lie imagined that £ /eversion of a more se-*j 
*»ous nature wls promised, for the first bi- 
shofi'iic that became vacant was a*ssigned to 
■inm v • WnJj^these facts jn his recollection, 
and with the pro5jpect &ow before the house, 
he thought that every practicable guard 
against corruption ought to be established. 

Mr. Johnstone disclaimed any intention to 
assert any tiling so absurd, as that 'the hold- 


The housjs having resolved itself in tp a com- 
mittee, the noble lord stated his intention of 
moving, pursdant to the instruction of the 
committee, to divide the bill into two, and 
also of proposing several amendments in that 
part of it which related to the chambers of 
the court of session, #.nd to the court of re- * 
view. With respect to the latter court, some 
persons had thought that it woOld be an ad- 
ditional step in the progress of litigation, in- 
asmuch as the* unsuccessful parties would 
still appeal to that house, and therefore that 
the number of appeals to that house would 
not be lessened. There was one mode, 
however, he thought/ which would mate- 
rially tend to lessen the number of appeals to 
that house, namely, to abolish reclaiming 
petitions in the court of session, and to sub- 
stitute, instead, appeals to the court of re- 
view. This would naturally tend to produce 
a more complete adjudication of causes in 
]he chambers of the court of session, there 
being no opportunity, as at present, of re- 
exajnining their own decisions, whilst there 
was every reason to believe that that careful 
adjudication would render appeals less fre- 
quent. Of one part of the bill he thought 
an unfair advantage had been taken out of 


Ihgof a public place of profit was incomp^- the house, as he never had an idea that tha 
tible with the purity of public character^ extraordi nary lords to be added to the court 
He only meant to say, that it afforded him \f session shouhf hold their places in any 
great satisfact ; on to hear a motion oMhis na- olher manner than like tjje judges of Eng- 


tuce so Joudjy f »pplanded by men who were 
themselves loaded with so much* of the pub- 
lic money. It was a good omen, and he 
hoped it would not prove delusive. — The re- 
solution was then agreed to, and Mr. Bnnke^ 
*Mr. Horner, and* Mr. S. Bourne, were ap- 
pointed to prepare and brjxig in a bill pur- 
suant thdretp. 

l,ORDS. N 

Wednesday, Mjrch £5. 
[Minutes.] — The voyfl assent was given 
by dbmmission tojihe Sla/e Track Abolition 
j[gli, the Irish. Licence bjl, an^ifhe JThames 
bill, ynd tw<f 
Grenville (wfco 


•jppposinon side of the 
that to tpotiifor, on *h e 
inent for 
^planatjons ai 


Lor 

|J|(II9 friends off «jjfiujct]uiiiciii waa a 

ouse), ^gaye notice, first part of 


naoti on o f r j ’.ltourn - 
v >j he should State such ex- 

w w __ FTr . deemed consistent with his 

duty to hi%<buntry and to "himself, respect- 
i«S^«# umstances w^ch hlid led* to the 


land, duri»i& good behaviour. He htfJ no 
objection, itit was thought ntcessary, to the 
introduction of clauses, enacting that the per- 
sons to be so appointed should have all the 
requisite qualifications. — After a few obser- 
servations from lord Eldon, the amendments 
were agreed to. In the progress of the bill, 
lord Grenville stated th& ppon furtffer con- 
sideration, it had been tAnight inexpedient 
to prohibit, altogether, appeals from interlo- 
cutors ; and therefore hf proposed to give a 
power to the court of Review to receive ap- 
peals from interlocutors, and also on receiv- 
ing an appeal ffora final judgment to call for 
all the interlocutors in the cause. An 
amendment was adopted to thi? effect, and 
the bill, relating to the 
iurt of session and the 
iving been separated from 
!e resumed, and the report 
received the next day. 
loved for the appointment of 


chambers of the 
court of review, 
the rest, the hi 
was ordered to 
'Lord Eldon 


presentmuation o&public afiaita^nd of the ! a committee to inquire where the judges of 
equality. / | jhe court of ^eftsion should be placed during 


[Scotch Judicature — Lord 

Gfibnvillf moved the order of the day for a 
Cbtlmittee on the Scotch Judicature bill.— 
■*» * / 


their attendanefc^on the house, and to search 
for prece^jfs, His reason for moving 
this was that !pe judges of the tf 

• / V 



189 } ?«. mr.rtPkk?**#*! 

session Maimed the ripit of < sitting within 
the bar, they having formed part of the 
council of parliament in Scotfand --Agreed 
to. f * 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

*** Wednesday, March 25. 

' [Minutes.] — LoTdp. Cqyendish report- 
ed from the Lanark committee, that the sit- 
ting member, sir Charles .Ross, was duly 
elected j and that the petition*was not frivo- 
lous nor vexatious. — Mr. Loflg movetj, that 
a new writ should be issued for a member 
for the borough of Plympton, in the room of 
lord Castlereagh, who had accepted the of* 
flee of one of his maje*sty's principal secreta- 
ries of state ; «nd also, for the borough of 
Newton, in the room of Mr. Canning, who 
had accepted the office of one of the printf- 
pal secretaries of state. Ordered.— Lord 
Howick adverted to the promise which he 
had given of an explanation with respect to 
the change o t administration. TJp-morrow. 
there would be a motion for an adjournment 
for some days, and he was unwilling thatrfhe 
house should separate without the explana- 
tion being given. He therefore gave notice 
that he would give that explanation the next 
day. — Sir S. Romilly, purffiant to notice, 
moved for leave to bring in a bill to render 
the Freehold Estates of traders liable to the , 
Bankrupt laws dying indebted assets f<w then 
payment of their siiople contract, debts. iS ' 
there* seemed a general concurjefice that a 
bill of this nature would be unobjectionable. 


motion. He was sorry that the other bill 
had been lost ; but sinceriie could not do all 
the good he wished, he must at least endea- 
vour to dp all the good he could. The mo- 
tion waHJ 

[Irish BuDGF.i]~The house resolved 
itself into a commitVe of Ways and Means 
Sir John Newpor \< conscious how little 
claim he had to occup^ the attention of the 


W 

w • 

I Loan, the Remainder be wished ta have se- 
parately contracted for, because^ he was 
anxious that it should be made piyablect' 
the Bank of Ireland, for the purpose or oK 
viating*fti9^mconveniences that were felt 
from the Irkh government, they being 
obliged to draw upon tftis com tfry 
tnoney. * The tejms, howevdr^whrdi tfid 
been offered by the gentlemen who l&jdl 
bidders for that loan, were su$h as it had ndt\ 
been thought right to accept. The loan was, i 
therefore, contracted for by the gfcnderaen f 
who took the English Loan, upon an advance, 
of Is. pci. pej cent, interest, which, he trust- ■* 
ed, would not ufider these circumstances b* N 
thought mateiial. The Ways and » 3V |ey»» 1 
by which he proposed to cover these Sup- 
plies, consisting of the loans, of the Re venue. 
of Ireland, which he took at the sg£Mrift"last 
^ear,viz. £2, 88 ®, 790 ; surplus^? the Con- 
solidated Fund, sksOOJJOQ ; oft million of 
Treasury pills; and «i 300,OT£)^ which 
proposed by New Taxes and Regulations, 
amounted in all to dQ,6S5JQO t %. • 

an excess of Ways anaMeaiis, over the Sup- 
ply, of ^123,8/5. 

The new Taxes and Regulations were to 
produce,. by excess of* the Duty on Li- 
censed Distilleries, arising out ot the Re- 
gulations adopted l^st year, over the « 

/amount of the antecedent year £ 120,006 

Taking the Allowance of 10 percent, from 

large Distiller 60,00# 

Augmentation on Duties on Horses, Carts, 

and Jaunting Cars *....♦... ^ . • 40, Opt* 

Paper 5,00# 

Stamps ' 10,000 


heneednot enter upon the grounds of the I stamps to Retailers' ! 1 ' * ‘ .’ ‘ ‘ 5,000 

ftintinn. Hp \va« enrrv that nflipr hill T ... ..r m aaa 


which 


eiichNduty 
.bulat 


house at any, time, but njuch less at the pre- Ibart. # here «nui 


sent, said he should encteavdur to make his 
» statements as briefly as pssible ; »or should 
he have to trouble the committee on the sub- 
ject, if it had not been foijthe cirqimsta^^? 
of his having so great a shie in neg&eiatiflg 
„ the Loan last Monday for I eland. The hon. 
baronet then briefly ^stateb the different 
items of the Supplies for IrKtnd, composed 
of its separate charges, and*its two-seven- 
teenth parts of the jeffiftt charge of the emi 
pire, which made the whole Sharge amount 
t«y£9,5G'l ,218. Part of theffian for Ireland 


hlxccss of Duty on Hats 10 , 00 # 

Aji Augmentation on the Duties of Cus- 
toms upon Vinegar, Dye-Sttfff , and a • 

few* other article* 10,000 

Together wjdi other hems, amount ing^tj * 20 , 00 # 

Making altogether j^ 3 d 0 , 00 Ct 

Though the Sugar Duty imposed test session 

had failed to *prodice, the other duties lfocK 
amply supplied jjyg deficiency. *The hon. 





:ed tfye proportion In 
d exceeded in produce 
* Of the/arreart a#a% 
or removea collectors^ 


ihad been r^overed within the last 


hid been 

r 


contracted fol 




nglish 


the amrv.. 

VJAttiices due of deaj 

^l/,f)Oaha 

year; bfc^tliis sum was considerably lesi* 
than would be Recovered in future years, if 
f the measures should be persevered in for two 
or three^ears. lliePsuTn of the arrears ap* 


peared gteatei 
I Von sequence C 
L N?e hands of t 


Jhi^ fear thap last year/ fit 
" an arrear that had a&rued iri 


Collector ortdasyboroug 
j>efore he b&d tiken himself in office to tb^ 
amount of «f20^)C0, orders had been issued* 
. ? • t 4 

\* 
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lotheBoffd of Excise, to. redact the balah- , their most serious consideration. But. though 


in tjfe hands of Collectors under £lO0. 
ta£thie statement, he trusted, it would be 
znanffest to the committee, that thftjrish go- 
nent had n9t abused the cpfmdence that 


experien^b had almost deprived him of hope 
on this poiptjuyet there were some duties 
that survived ejven hope, and this was one 
‘ u — Tfie questions which he was 


of them 


een placed in^t. They had a vote of ; about to ask, werje merely with a view t * 


SitVyr affiQOjOOCf, and they had issued bu| 
^ e ? aures had -been taken for \ 
'reduction of 38 oific& in die customs, | 
< and for carrying into effect the suggestions of 
\ the Gomjiiittee of Inquiry. The trade of 
Ireland had improved in the last year, 
/"though there feppeafed a diminution in its 
exports. , •• m * 

She value of the Imports for 

£5 ,982, OCX) 
5,605,000 


, was 
Ditto for 180$ 

Being aid^crease of 

’v 

} Export Afor PBCfe 


377,000 


8,436,C)33 

•9,314,800 


BeiAgatTMCfeastof • - - s£*877, 867 

"Which, added to the decrease in the Im- 
ports, 'made the improvement in the Trade 
of Ireland within the last year considerably 
above a million. The Trade to* America 


creased 1-J 2, whilst the foreign shipping 
bed decrea&d I -10,* a circumstance which 
Viewed, that the advantage of the whole 
increase of the trade remained within the 
empire. The Exchange had also fallen to 
per cent a rate much lower than h4U 
been known for many years. With those 
proofs of the growing jSrospeply of that 
country he* should conclude his .statement. 
The hoh. J>art. then moved his resolutions, 
^jwbich'were agreed'to. 

[Affairs India, 
ctr wished Jo call the at" 
to a subject ofjthfc great 
^lor that pu/pose rose«ir 
0? the president of the 
of the person who hac 
{nation. On the subject to whichbe allud- 
*od, he’coujd speak, perhqps, fWh more 
knowledge than any who had heard him 


-Sir Philip Fran • 


rtance; and 
questions 
coril 


procure information., and it would depend' 
on the answers, whether he should think it 
necessary to render them the grounds ot 
any subsequent* motion. The first ques- 
tion, then, wja, why the accounts on which 
the East India Budget must be founded, 
were not as yet on the table, for the house 
must be aware that it was now three years 
since the last view of the state of India Fi- 
nances had been given on full and authen- 
tic documents. his was a point of great 
importance, and worthy of the serious atten- 
tion of the house. Jtat this was not what 
he had particularly in view at this time, and 
the material object of his rising, was to ob- 
tain information on a subject which ought 
to be befole the house. The first part rela- 
ted to the transaction at Vellore ; a transac- 
tion, melancholy and disastrous in its imme- 
diate effects, and to the last degree danger- 
ous, with a view to its ultimate consequen- 
ces. Whether/, therefore, we looked back 


bad increased one third. The shipping of upon Jhe past, or forward to the future, it 
Iceland had increased ih number 1-6, rV^ was essentially necessary, that on this point 
tonnage 1-9, in seamen 1-3; the British khe fyouse should be in possession of some 
Shipping trading with IrelanS lnfc^also in- authentic information, and he hoped that 

** I . . n .1 r r ; ? • • A . 1 .» _ m . 


ministers,* Whoever they were, would not 
withhold tiat information. Addressing 
himself, then, to the right hon. gent., who, 
[Jt was understood, had just retired from the 
office of president o( f the Board of Controul, 
he wished to know from him, whether he 
had received official information from India 
on this point, or any information Of- on the 
correctness of which fei could depend? 
Whether the house Would give him credit 
or not, he would aesure^hem that this trans- 
action was one of thr most dangerous kind 


n of the house I with regard to its consequences, and he beg- 

A. 1 F j r - 1 _ 1 m 1 . . _ 


lately filled that si- 


ged of the house not to shut their eyes to it, 
because the dange* was distant in point of ^ 
local situation, put this was not all ; he 
lieved that othe 
wflbin a Tew daj| 
qufcnce than the 
affair at Vellore. J 


t advices had been received 
past, of greater conse- 
oforroatioti relative to the 


He alluded to the situation 

It refated to the stqfe t o6 India/ He was lof the Carnaticj/vhiclfhad filled the govern- 
so vain nor so ill instructed Jsy expe- |)ment of Madratwith the utmost alarm. So 
zieoce, to imagine* that lny thing he If great, indeed, was tl^fralarm, that an appli- 
could flay wou^ make any v/r y strong imy dation had beep made by the Madras govern- 
5>reflsU>n on tne house, or/rouse them to ‘men t to general Maitland, governor of Cey- 
.gi vp a more than ordinary pttenfion to tho Ion, for gnamoan^" ~ 

•u|ject*whiQh it was his object to press upon the Eujppeln ^Sps 


f force consisting of all 
in that settldmont. He 
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had no official information W* this ; but he 
iiad heard it from what he con$ide%?d as very 
good private authority. IfYTnen, any in- 
formation of this sort had cclne to the India 
House, he hoped the propef persons would 
consider it as their duty Ui^ay it before the 
house. In the inq^n/Ttme ho wished to 
kndw, whether, in point of 4act, official or 
authentic information of this nature had 
been received. He assurtfl the house that 
the information to which htf* referred went 
to the very evidence of ouh power in*India. 
He had long wished lo give up all concern 
with the at! airs of India, on account of the 
inadequate effects which he had found to re- 
sult from his earnest and frequent appeals 
to the house fin that subject. But this, 
■however, was not solely an Indian subject, 
it was one materially connected with the 
prosperity and perli ips # thc existence of this 
country. In the same manner, whatever 
materially affected Ireland was not only an 
Irish but a British subject, as tlw interest ot* 
both were, in a great measure, identified. — 

Mr. Ijmltisson s»polte to order. He Ap- 
prehended that it was irregular to go into a 
long statement when a member rose merely 
\q ask a question. * 

The Speaker agreed that it was irregular. 

Sir P. Francis had no other intention than 
merely to justify his asking those questions,,* 
And, as he had done this, he would tresp.iid 
on tljp attention of*the house no farther. 

Mr. Tierney juse to give sue\ answers as 
lie could to the questions of hi ^ hon. friend. 
To the question, why no account relative to, 
the finances of India had been laid before the 
house, the answer wndhnt none could be 
laid, as they had not as yet arrived. One 
year’s amounts might, indeed, have been 
nmdo out, and it *\fis his intention to have 
brought forward theses as might be recollect- 
ed from the notice fit hatkgiven. But when 
be found that lie wajOvtfiniediately to have a 
successor, and that, in tact, for some days 
past, lie only ’held the otfiee as^i locum tennis, 
lie thought that it would be more proper, 
•wider all the circumstanrat, not t8 take .the 
affair out of tile hands of otnera. He trusted 
it would not be thought that there* was Jbiyj 
neglect on his part. There were non/ fir-' 
rived but the accounts to ^hicli he hat)* ad- 
verted. and these he s»ppos«Lwere not those 
to which his lion, friend hac\*eferred in his 
question. As to the question respecting the 
transaction at Vellore, the E|st India boat d 
was in possession of authrntic&ocumchts re- 
lative to that point, w i cl tI would enable 
them to form a complete on the 

v«c: ix. \ 


whole affair. As. to the third question, re- 
lative to the situation of the Caynatic, he 
could assure his lion, frijend, that liis MfV^e 
infonn^ti\^ was wrong No application 
had been m^de for troops to gencrdlJMait- 
land by ‘the Madras government. JlH)Qjre 
•was one general, indofid, iim- 

self in difficult <?ircnmstang^/hSI(Tai^uttl Jo 
the governor of Ceylon for some troop#dfE\ 
Ao regular advices on this subject had arrivecA 
from India. General Maitland, ^itU that/ 
attention to his duty, and to Lhe interests of 
his country, for which he wds distinguished/ 
had taken the Jt irst opportiyiity of sending 
the earliest notice of the state of India, but 
no regular ad\ ices had come from It- 

self. As to the affiiir at VelJ^re, jf a motion 
was made for laying any informat ion paedfegft. 1 
point before theJimi'C, the boardlffcoptroul 
•would, of course, jmlge how faPnt would be * 
i prudent to comply. • •/ j* 

| [Motion iu scp.^tino 

I th r. Ducnv of Lan caste u, kefy Mr.. 

Henry Martin rose, pursuant ,v Sb ffotlcf, to 
submit his motion to the house $ and he had • 
to regret that this task had not fallen into 
abler hands. He felt that he had little claim 
to the consideration fif thejiouse, and trusted 
that some gentleman of greater talents would « 
t^nie forward to sifpport the question which 
he looked upon it as his duty to bring under 
the cons'/brafion of the house. But before 
be should enter into the gerunds, of liis 
lion, or of jhe propriety of bfirtging it for- 
ward, lie wished to clear away every suspi- 
cion that he was actuated by any motives of 
hostility towards the right hon. and learned 
gent. (Mr. Perceval) who .was the object of. 
it. JVitli that gentleman he had the plea- 
sure and the hondhrof being long acquaint- 
ed, nud/h<j entertained the higfiest j^spect 
for his abilities and character. A^ucli as he? * 
was attached the. hondhrable persons vUiq. 

composed his maj/sty’s late administration, 
he could assure theVhou-*e, that in bringing 
" forward thiJmotiorA he w^actuated by no 
party m?)tiv£ , H<1 wished al?o to .shew, % 
that di ttoing this, /he was not doing any 


1 ilung that would trench upon the preroga- 
tive of l be crown. iVopi the year l(i(X) to 
t he preaOTt tune, there appeared but two* 
Vinstances in which the office of chancellor of * 
lhe Duchy wf Laitc^tcf, to which liis % mo- 
tion particularly applied, had been granj^d 
for life. Thu result Af the "inquiry, which 
lie had been able to make i^on so short a 
Notice was, t h:\it had not in any other in-* 
stance beeit g^anjed for life within that pe-. 

) riod of 14/ years/ This would satfify (lit ■ 
O • \* 

• \ . .• 
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house that his motion for a'n * adcfress, that 
hisr mn ^sty would be graciously pleased to 
gtrnirjnis place according to the usual prac- 
tice, i'ould not interfere with hi^fTOil pre- 
rpgaiivfe. The first instance wlnco it 
had jS&g .gsanted fc% life, was in 1 7 1 7» 
\vhefc/i granted X<\ lord Lech mere 

\jfejpid lor a lon& lime filled tii£ office of 
/t tori. ey genet He should establish the, 
difference between the cases. In that in- 
stance, tilt person had been raised to the 
peerage when &! the avenues to his pro 
fpsaiqn were shu: against him ¥ and it was 
thought righi ref give* him •’.some provision 
reward of his j-etvices. The next 
insuuce was in when the piece of 

« or of the Duchy ot I«. nearer had 
ir^'d for life to lord Ashburton. 
He wSs aflsj&us to state all that he had been 
able to fiiurLn \]je • subject. Gentlemen 
not suojpse him ignorant of the ca*-es 
thatBRnPTfp^n his motiofc But urider what 
«ircu|nst^cc^iad that liable lord received 
this office ) He^iad filled the office of soli- 
citor gqpcral \ had been long at the head of 
hi* profession ; and had dLtinguhbed hirn- 
cdf in that house as much as the learned 
gent, opposite, but in a far diffcient man- 
ner. He had distinguished himself in the 
support of the rights of the people, and or 
the authority of parliament, y» vyhich way 
he had never heard of f he learned ghnt. ha- 
vrhg distiiTgivsfied himself. That noble 
lord having got a peerage, where all the law 
offices were full, it had been thought right 
by the persons with whom he had acted in 
parliament, to give lum the chance!lorsh : p 
• the Duchy of Lancaster for life. But it had not 


I tion or mwlificat|on of the office. He wag 
not, howevcr>.^o wedded to the words of 
I his motion, at ivWt to consent to modify it in 
■ any manner thatrthe house might think pro- 
I per. He did nc\. know whether the com- 

* mitteeat present injuring into what officttT 
f ought fo be abolish* c of 1 regulated, n#ght 

j not be of the same opinion as Mr. Burke, 
t that this office ought to he altogether abolish- 
; ed Bui he difl think that it would become 
’ a question in ihit c umv.ktee, how far the 
1 grant of places for’hfe was j grievance. For 
, his part lie looked upon such giants as equal*. 

’ ly grievances with the grants in reversion, 

| and w'as ot opii ion, hat no pet s<n should 
gram places ixtept (luring his,oun life, on- 
i Jess fi r distinguished services In such ca* 

! serf, he would admit tie propriety ot grants 

* for li'e, as a rcniontvaiiou 1 r he services, 
f pei formed. Bin the hon and learned gent, 
i was to have another Munition, which was in 
I jjt&eJf a place ot great honour and tmolu- 
! ment, ana then fore could have i o claim to 

* the^ram fi>r life of such an office as that of 
1 the chancellorship of die durh\ ot Lai.cas- 
I ter. We re the gendemen w ho were t-» be- 

I come his majesty’s ministers to be tempted 
i by such means it accept offices, which v/eie 
generally objects of honourable ambit Jon J 
\He did not mean to cor.fit e his morion to 
the particular ca-e, but rested it up«n gene- 
ral principles, to extend ;o all such offices 
pending the, existv rc<? of tjiat c» tnmC'tee, 

I from whose ‘labours he was* convinced the 
house and the public service u< uni denvc so 
rmuch benefit His motion WvHild not, at 
i all events, he liable (5* the objection made to 
I a resolution moved the preceding dav by the 


been granted to him to induce him to accept chairman of the committee, and recommen- 
another "off ce of honour and emolument, ded by the committee, tl^at it w as !fti inno- 
Jt was granted for services ahead? pbrfprm- vation, because in the course of \A7 yeart, 
ed. The* were «ii»i ie c.*scs that he could there appeared but two instances in which 
Hfmfl of such a grant; tnd, therefore, the the place had been* grained foi life. An ad- 
motion forTmhddrcv* to l2.s majesty, to make dress had also bem voted of a similar nature 
the*grant in the ty.ual mfnner, cpuld not in- , on a former occasion, with whith his ma- 
terfere with U^preiogif ive ; and there was jesty liad comjtfied/aud had been graciously 
ta prededent of an adcfWis, th^Mw ^jn sub- pleased tv reply ljf-M he would not grant the m 
stai.ee, though not ui fonn, vnth that Vnt«L office for life, xu\ he had npver since so 
he proposed to mov^ That address had ^suited it. It might be said, that he hadj 
.been .vqted on the 23d of pecen^jjr 1/83, bakl|ti the house Iw surprize It ill became 
on tiie occasion of a rumen Ml) at it was in^Ifmi to speak of limself, but every man who 
his ipajesty’s contemplation to grant this(! kneV him, mus/k now that lie was incap.v 
place for li(i* or for*au} (fthertcrin jhan du- hie of taking l/c limtse by surprise The 
tfitg pleasure, tin to a particular ;;em>d. He 7 ifiohon had arisen out of the discussion the 
was av/afe of the difference ibfrt ween that preceding day, and ‘the delay of a few hours 
r* sohiticn # 2ftndShc motion Ire intended ty’ might have rrfidercd it nugatory It might 
•inake, Lht at that time a rejror| v^as exptet- also be askeilj^y hy he had not brought tor- 
■ed from the committee (ft offices and ac- ward l J^^ot&vjpnrier the late adminislra- 
Cotnts, which might reooijimciid aboli- tion ?jfoiliifce should a^swdkj.thftt 
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were incapable of an/such \proceedi ng, be- 
cause they had shewn no disf>ostf 4p to grasp 
at every thing they could rfcjire, because 
they had shewn the disinter sted principles 
upon which they acted, by Abstaining from 
ffpflntinar anv places inreprfsidn. Tlie hon. 
and learned gent. % excluded by moving, 

“ That an humble adoress be presented to 
his majesty, that he would be graciously 
pleased not to grant the office of chancellor 
of the Duchy of Lancaster, .dr any other of- 
fice not usually granted *for life, for any 
other term than during pleasure/* 

The Hon. J. IV. Ward rose to second the 
motion, to which hegave his full and cordial 
approbation. The motion for the address 
to his majesty was recommended to the 
houseffiy every principle of reason, anc^all 
the authority of precedent. The precedents 
shewed incontestibly that the motion would' 
not interfere with the royal prerogative, and 
the reason of the thing was so obvious, as not 
to require illustration. Every ^jrant of 
place for life had a direct tendency to impair 
the dignity of the crown. Any other fhea- 
sure might be condemned upon certain par- 
ticular grounds, but this was a proceeding 
which was to be resisted ugon every consi- 
deration of reason, policy, and interest. 
The practice, if permitted, would impair the 
dignityand means of the crown. h^woulo 
abridge the exercise of the power of punish- | 
ing jyeak, wicked? or corrupt ministers, by 
depriving them of their offices, ^ind take 
away from the crown the power of bestow- 
ing those offices on wise and virtuous mi^ 
nisters ; it would remove all locus penitent tie 
from the sovereign, tying up his hands 
with respect to offices which he might once 
have ecaiferred on unworthy objects, and he 
«n injury to the rights and interests of the 
people. Unavailinipwould be the complaint 
of the people uisier their sufferings ; it 
would not be in the power of the crown to 
revoke such grants, after they had been once 
made. Grams of this desorption appeared 
to him unconstitutional under all circumstan- 
* ces. They had the effort of raising up a 
race of men* to live upon the wealth of tj/e 
public, and to make them alike iifdepeydeijt 
of the sovereign, who mifht promote TOtm\ 


[ 19 ® 


present afr the discussion of this question, 
that he had delayed accepting the office 
which, but for the notice given by tlfc 
nfmrahte.gpntlcman the preceding nigttt, he 
should) ere this, have helc^ He thoifeht it 
his duty by his presence to take carcJbat, if 
the house thought fit t<f addre^fTtp^Mytsty, 
it should be or> accurate gtjfleniShts, aijL/tlpt 
no uncertain rumours should usurp th4|^% 

^of facts. He could not for a moment sup-1 
pose, whatever might be the moj^ves^f hij 
hon. and learned friend, that d*e present mo- 
tion proceeded from aify personal ill-will to- 
wards mmsilf, because, in jhe whole of his 
intercourse with his learped friend, he was 
not conscious of a single circumstance from 
which such ill-will could arisg* It was un- 
questionably true, that he had recejycd^n • 
offer from his qpajesty of the ch^celjprship 
of the exchequer, accompani^with a grant 
of the chancellorship of ^hcAuchy of Lan; 
caster fordife ; and.that, but 
friend's notice, he should at that moment 
have been in possession of hot n tlJbse Situa- 
tions ; his learned friend, therefore, was not • 
chargeable with surprise in bringing for- 
ward his motion at so short a notice, as 
otherwise the seasoif of it would have gon» 
by. He was not in the house the preceding . ' 
evening ■, but understanding that such a no- 
tice had been given, instead of approaching 
his soveffcigiT for the purpose of receiving 
his appointment to office, had. approached 
him with £ request fkat thb*appointment 
might not take place on that day, that ho 
might have an opportunity of addressing the 
house on the subject ; and still more, that 
his majesty might not be fettered, in conse- . 
quqpce of any advice that the house might 
think proper to ffifer him This roquest was 
accompanied with an assuranc#, as Jijs ma- 
jesty had been pleased to think t^at he couM 1 
be an useful ^servant, that, whatever npgbt 
be the pleasure orhis majesty ju consequence 
of any address from the house of commons, 
although i? should V jleprive him of tlie duchy 1 
of Lanfcastei*. formerly offered, it would noj 
in the slightest degree abate his.wish to s»Srve 
iiis majesty. Unquestionably, though in the. 
first instance he shoJUd.not have tell justified* 
in negfc'Ring liis duty to his family ‘by quit* 


and of the people, by wlitm the mean|wem ting a lucrative profession without the pros- 
supplied for their support. .As the glut of pect of something, lijfe compens'iitiAi, yet 
places for life therefore li\l such a dirsxi when fee found hy majesty thought his^r* 
tendency to deprive the crown of the powei vices might he advilhtageous to the interest 
of punishing weak or wicketk and of rewartl-V of the county, and when Jic saw the crisis 
ing its meritorious servants, she motion tor in which that country w'as plac&, he fell -ft 
the address should have hisiwarmmt support.* no lougef td bqa matter ot option wilh hinq, 
Mr. Perceval, had foil*® to bciibul that whatever might be th^conSequ^ncef 
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ir'was not directed solely against him; he 
did not nieih^to say personally, but from 
his being sifftWd to have facilitated the 


to himself, his sox creign ’shoulcf command 
th&utmost exertion of his humble abilities. 
VlKtHKtspect.to the two precedents alluded 
to by pis learned friend, he wouldTITTSt com- 
pare lpinself with the object o§ either, but 
tbhtRfiij^Jbhburtafi should be allowed 


arrangements id 


a new administration. It 
would therefore\je a serious subject for the 
consideration of tfi^house, whether in »fw 


limtptMY AIUU1 1 0| 1 aXIOUlU ue tUIOWCU, | LUllMUCi aUUll ui » .......... -- — 

witl|/M.> 1 ^M«tSFiv*tu accept fqr life the chan-*] present state and crises tft the country, and 
’■^ghip of tfe duchy <*f Lancaster, ini- j when all the circumstances connected with 


Irofid on him jhe belief that no parliamen-,; the new arrangement were before them, when 
urv abjection existed against such an ap- | they recollected that the object ot forming 

a new ndministfation was to preserve the 


’tary ejection existed against such an ap 
pointmenV I^ord Ashburton was taken out 
of the profession of c thelaw by an adminis- 
tration professedly of pure Whijj: p^nciples, 
that of lord Rocfciugliam ; mid the g< 4 £»t to 
him LPf 1 t he duchy of Lancaster was afterwards 
confirmed to him under the administration 
of a n ear relative of the noble lord opposite 
(fliefi ft wqqjsuf Lansdowue) . Lord Ashburton 
wasa f man 

presumptuoilkfor ^lim to compare himself, 
.his nfavgflfy* might think proper at ditfe- 
ren^tWffrto reward services done to dille- 
•rent Jiraqche^of the constitution. The most 
distinguished service of that learned lord was 
the faipous resolution proposed by him in 
the house of commons, 4 ' that the influence 
of the crown had increased, wa* increasing, 
and ought to be dimin': shed.” Such a per- 
son having received that •appointment, un- 
der such an administration, had led him to 


establishments of* the country, and perhaps 
the religion of it, whether they would 
be disposed to throw any difficulties in the 
way of his majesty in forming a new admi- 
nistration, when he conceived that in so 
doing lie was only labouring to preserve the 
constitution of the country. Having said 
th whom it w&uld certainly lie j thus much, he thought that he ought to 

k r l: - — l ! ,A ’ < leave the subject to the discretion and judg- 

ment nf the house, and that as it particularly 
Related to jiimself he should withdraw, after 
j having put the house in possession of his 
sentiments; but before he withdrew, he 
should repeat, that w hateyer might be their 
determination on the subject ot the duchy 
oi Lancaster, and whatever sacrifices he 
ni ght be called* upon to make, no senile:* 
that lie could be called upon to render to his 
majesty should in the present situation of af- 
think that the present motion \^ould not i lairs l»e withheld.’ — Mr. Perceval then made 
have been seconded or supported by the Ins how, an^l left the hov)se. 


Mr. Planter rose merely to vindicate*him- 
self from me charge that ••was yesterday 


»epresentat'rye$ Vi the Whig principles in 

that house, and that it would f.ot have re- _ 

ceived the countenance of an administration ! brought against him, ot making a statement 
whose first act had been, not inertly to ad\ise hn that house on the mere authority of an 
the king to any due exercise of his prery- i idle rumour. It applied now, from what 
-gative, but to introduce into parliament a I had fallen from the right lion, and learned 
measure, by which a noblf lord was enabled : gent, that his statement had been perfectly 
to hold c tw*o situations constitutionally in- correct, and that if ith^clnot beclr for the 
j compatible w ith each other. The*arguments notice taken of it last night in the house, 
of thc*hoif. gemleiycn opposite were appli- the business would liave gone too far to 
^cattle against every grai \f. of* an office for remedy it, and th£ righ’t lion. gent, would 
life, as wefl A his own j tiny were appli- !ia\e now been in the possession of the two 
cabfb to tba£ exception worn thy practice so » places. He did not pietend to deny the 
loudly boast ccLby the late administration, of merit of the fight lion, gent., or mean any 
• withholding reversioitaiy gradts^n^ w hich 1 thing personal against him, but lie had a m 
the chancellor, to reward tJid private mei4- J great objection t/ the principle of giving a 


torious services of au^i individual, had pro- ■ 
Cured . for him the Texersion foi^Jfe of a 
lucrative situation. Surely, the clerk^of 
a barjjstqr was not an improper^person on 
whom to confer such* a grant, it sec pied ex- 
t inordinary thatjie (Mr^ FerceyaH fhould be 
considered so. Although hc/a(s]uiUcd his 
learned frieed *Jf any improper intentions/ 
lie should leave it to the h offset tq consider, j 
whether this motion arose •from any large* 
and general viex\' of the subject, or •whether ! 


Mt plaje for life, merely as an induce- 
.ii^y to a person to accept of an office in the 
scrvfre of the country, the emoluments of 
whii'i had hithdl to been considered a suffi- 
cient rompeuszMm. ** 

‘Lord IhnryVctly said, that if he bad not 
l^een so personally alluded to by the right 
lion, and leaned gent, he did not think he 
should have ihnlblcd the house with any 
ohscrvaj£ttl# u||Mjjlhe present question. He 
!n perfectly witli .the bon. 


was i 



2013 Mtat. DE9 


kstEs.xli 


*Ch2S, imt.-'Vf theDuchjbf L&kctster. 


I until the Chief Justiceship should be v&- 
| cant, this place was conferred upon hjni. 
I This was a case, which, he conceive**^**' 

[ totally , different from the present, 
i salary of lh^ chancellor of the cxclj 
! were not sufficient, _4t 



gent, who had brought forward tkis motion 
in disclaiming any thing like na^anal hosti- 
lity or personal reflection the right 

fcon. and learned gent, whjl was the most 
immediately interested inAe present rno- 
''♦iWll 5 and he had no tarnation in stating, 

that if the salary aiiftcjjpd to the situation i of •lected, that there wete 
chandcilor of the exchequci* was not suffi- ; of other offices "prhich 
dent (and he believed it was not), he should a reward fbr services, when those 
have no objection to granting such an ang- ^should have been actually performed;^ 
mentation to it, as would afford a reasonable 1 objected to the giving away the m^ans'of re^ 
mid proper compensation’ for the Services warding great services, merelyrtrfnduce per- 
which might be expected from the light lion, j sous to Income members, of an administration, 
gent. But although he certainly did ob- j He c^sideftsd tUat it Was aipost serious and 
ject to a place for •life being given to that | unconstitutional 1 attack on# the most important 
gentleman, in # order to induce him to accept , prerogatives of the crown, to deprive rtof all 
the situation ; yet as he had not before said j power and means of rewarding great public 
a word upon the subject, he did not kn4w : services, by taking the best places qpd gift* 


how the right hon. geqf. liad discovered that 
he so warmly supported the motion. He 1 
thought it was also somewhat strange that 
he should be charged with acting inconsis- 
tently, dr in a manner disrespectful to the 
memory of his near relation, (the marques of 
Lansdown) if he was not to be bound com- 
pletely by those precedents of the year 1 /l)2, 
or 1/83. He thought there was a great dfr 
liy^nce between the cases «ted and the pie- 
sent ; but if there was not, he should trot 
think it quite fair to charge him with incon- 
sistency, if lie should hold a different opi- 
nion. That relntjpn, so near and dear *ln 
him ,• (the marquis of Lansdown, «his4athcr) 
had abundant«claims upon hW love and 
respect, without adverting to the case of 
lord Ashburton. But, however sincere]}* 


he was bound to resp e ct his opinions and his 
memor), there wer^io ties of relationship, 
or private atf >j £fioh and respect, which could j 
preventflfm in that house from expressing I 
Sis own opinion on anv subject that came 
before them for di Hussion. The case of - it, and said he could noj bring bunsc^f to bb 

lord Lcchmere he conceded to be quite clis- j the instillment of jdiennting from the crown 
tinct and separate from tJie present: as to i the rm ans of rewarding greater public ser- 
thecaseof lord Ashburton, ir must here-, 
collected that the place of th<* duchy < f Lan- 


that it was in {he power of tjAfcruvui to 
bestow, before any of thosyServrces had 
been pc formed. He though the crown 
ought not* to haveJjeen advisecftt%f4M&it' it® 
power/ aud prerogatives in tlri» manner.. 
Upon the subject 8 f the aiieifctiofl of 
crown lands, it had been always observed, 
that in whatever proportion the cro$n gave 
away to individuals, iis possessions and it» 
l ight, in’that piopurtion it became weaker, 
and k was the same with respect to lu- 
crative offices. If they were all given away 
directly oi it^ reversion to one sec of minus* 
ters, tht/ crown left itself without that pa- 
tronage and power of jewff*]in<* great sefvi- 
ces, wliich.it ought to possess. A recent 
and very remarkable case had occurred some 
years ago in corroboration of this opinion. 
On an arrangement that was then proposed, 
tTiis very place was olteretUo lord Sidmouth r 
wh<#liad rendered^considevable service during 
his long and meritorious discharge M’his du- 
ties as Speaker. Lrtnl Sidmouih declined 


v ices than l^e had as vet been abl^to perform. 
It v\!is not as a tCMimeny in favour of lord 
caster was not given him as an inducement ] Sidmouth th.it lx mentioned this, for the.' 
to take another place, buf as a means of sup- ! noble lord reqwhe.i no Mich testimony of nis 

he mentioned 


porting the dignity of the peerage to which 
he had been laised, not only on account cf 
his great merits, but for the service nff*ns- 
sistance he could render as a law lord. 
Ashburton was then®ookeJ*hp to by 


cf 

fV 

■ ,ord 
Fverv 


duct, 

fli.1 


disinterested i.o 
nierriv ffir die in 
who were tuft, p’eu 
the cimiuiMjnce. 


but he Mentioned U 
n of thi^c members 
u-iy acquainted with* 
The pi inciple upon 


ery i which ioref Sidnxfmii refused it appliet^vitb 


body as the fitleM : ucivisor tlklord ^p/sfu 4 d | much gPvater strength to the present cac#-; 
as Chief Justice of the King’s Bench, which 1 besides, it. Was known, tlftt there was a 
was the highest object of ;cg;Aambition. Hfs ] committee rftilie house now ^constituted, 
majesty luid been advised to cShfer the peer - 1 for the exprt^s purp c of considering what 
age upon him, and that he ehouldknnt want tuneless and sincrure cilices nn^lit J>e abo-> 
wiitable .nfeaus of 


lat lie ehoqjfjlrint want luselcss and 
sn’ppo its^iguity p)is!iet! > ^aml 


r iC 

Sl!l\a »»»v. wittwk * ■ 1 J ' ** *• ''v 

as itfwas poiSJolc that tue 


cm- 
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snittee might consider this to b* among the consideration , not th6 gran£ of a reversion* 
number, he thought that it should not be He had ajbvundcr stood from the noble lord 

B in a manner contrary to (H. Petty) J^t lord Ashburton was to keep 
e the opinion of the com- the place in' question tbi life, besides that 
juneed dpon it. of Chief Julice of the Court of the*' 

Bourne coulfi not help ex- King’s Bench (a^encral cry of no l no 1^,- 
ri.se 4, at the manner in whicjj peri aps he was nYft taken, he might have 1 
supported*, and his astonish- misunderstood# i he noble lord ; but it he did 
and learfled quarter whence not misunderstand him in another point, hr 
iVhen he recollected that the could not abstain from expressing his sur- 
1 hon^uyl learned gent, who brought for- prhe as to thifcjjoint Ihe noble lord had 
"ward theV '^jion was acquainted with the ta- talked*of the committee of finance, as entw i 
lents, integmy, atid disinterestedness of tied to inquire into the state and utility of the 
his right hon. frieml-r*(Here thrre Vasa con- office now in question. The noble lord 
tinned cry oi hear ! hear ! mixett* with ought to have known,, that that office be- 
lauglntf* ) — A more honourable, a mote longed to his majesty** privy purse, and 
liberal, a more independent, and a more therefore could not possibly Come under the 
disintefestcdTlian.cter i ever existed — (bear! cognizance of that committee. Before he 
hear ! )-*Efc would go farther, and say, that sat down he could not help expressing his 
if his rigrfcon. ar.d lcarnetl friend accepted surprize, that the ndble lord (Howick) had 
of both plucks be frould make a large sa- fixed upon to-morrow lor a certain impor- 
crifiy e by roaiidmiing his professional pur tant Explanation, when that noble lord must 
suitsm return. He should like tc know, 'have been aware, that the leading persons 
thef.,’ whence arose the surprise of hon. gen- most interested in the discussion, and who 
tlemen opposite, when the word disinterest had their story to tell, must by that time 
ednw was mentioned ? It could be from have vacated their seats by accepting the ! 
personal motives only. He was surprised tew appointments. 

that the noble lord tfho had lately left his \Mr. Sharpe pid, that if he were to judge 
majesty’s councils, should throw any enibar- firnn the specimen just given to the house, 
rassment in the waj of the new admini&tra- he should not expect that the new administra- 
tion, when that embarrassment tended to tion w ould be good at making convincing « 
impede the usua’ exercise of the prerogative speeches. He could not help seriously ex- 
of. the crown. W( l The value of the chancel- press* ng is surprise atthe assertion pf the 
*I5rship of'tko duchy of Lancaster did not hon gent, jvho spoke last, that there was no 
exceed 20001 per annum j ancl was this too difference Between tlie present case and that 
large an equivalent for the fruits of his right^ of lord Ashburton. It w as painful to him to 
hon. friend’s professional exertions ? He enter into any personal comparison, but he 
.further contended, that the grant of 4he hoped the house wfo jd acquit him of any f 
place in question for life was an usual grant invidious motive. Mr. Dunning was indispu- 
(hear !. hear ! from the Opposition). Will, tably at the head of his profossic^ He was 
if it ^as hot an usual grant, he^was at least shut out from the great emoluments of such 
• wazrafitejl in saying, that it was not an un* a situation, by being.advanced to the upper 
^ pjecdtfentcd one. r He maintained that there house. As to th<? right hon. gent, in ques* 

* was no vjiff^rence between the present case tion j the least he could say, was that that 
axtf that of loid Athburtou, although it had right hon. gent, certainly was not at the 
been attempted «to set up MimS kind.ofdis* luad of his profension. He < Mr. Sharpe) 
tinc(ion. There lia^l ipuch been .<Uid during had repeatedly in the course of not a very . 
1 late debate, as to the economy of the late short lift*J discharged the duties of a juror^ ■ 
administration with respect to the grant of and yet it had been his great misfortune ne- 
, reversions ; lie had^inre inquired into it, vet onco to have had his understanding en- j 
/■and ‘had found, that three .reversions only ligleneil by the professional exertions of j 
fell within the power of the late administra- thqfright hon. gent. He. would go farther, : 
tlotf* and that of those, three they had al- for/ 1 ! he truth. was, that the abilities of the * 
jpady granted two [berg several members of fight hon. g cj/tt. were not known until lie j 
the lat <4 ad miuiht rati indistinctly said, r ’ state had tfui into an official situation. It might a 
them, state them.”] Perhaps, upon rccol- be asked, wifi' did he enter into this uuplea- 1 
lection, was net quite warranted in live sant compiyrSon ? because it was of impor- j 
cooclusion he had diaun • of;e« of the tvjo tance that house and to the country,*' to j 
Jjie h|d alluded to was^ lie believed, vp£n kuo\\^Wkt wfrthe real extend of the pro- j 
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fessional sacrifices made by th^hght hon. | connected ddth the question now before it* 
gent. He bad the honour to be^nember of ■ it was hard for him, durjng the remaituler 
the finance committee ebovepfiirs so often of the debate, precisely: to determinSrtbe 
alluded to; and when he awe that one of exact limits of order. The house hadj snf- 
the first steps of the new adrfinistr.it ion was » fered the delate to take ai turn, whjfch it 
Strgrasp at so considerable^ sinecure at the • was not for him to cb^lige; 
same time that he sa# inem so far descenaas ^ressions of a disorderly nah^ev-J\ - 
to endeavour to justify iheinSelves by recri- j be prepared # to detect and rcflst them. 1 
xpinwtion, it would make hiip more cautious, | # Lord Howick did not think the hon 
and encourage him to prosecute his labours j when he was interrupted actually out ft or- 
with greater diligence, in ortler that tjie re- der, b it he much fear« d, thaL^Jie hon^ 
port might he made before’ that preinatme : member, had he not bgsn th'Jfiuiterrupted, 
extinction which he foresaw wan intended was hurifiug into that which would have 
for the present parliament The lion. gent, caikd,^^ senouevmim<ftliemi»n. 
concluded with expressing his intite concur- • Mr. itiontague in continuation, sai^ 
rence in the mytion that if a member dd not intend to bo 

Mr.* Montague rose, tp contradict, sub* disorderly, whatever c\pr«mic/s might 
atantially and direcOy, the statement matfe hive fallen from him, that member was 
by the hon. gcntlctnsyi who had just sat not to be put dots u by clamour: Hb ad- 
do w-n, as far as that statement delated to the Messed himself to the; hylepcbdent mem- 

P rofessional eminence of Ins right hoti.fliend. bt*r& of ih.u nonsc, and to tWr attention 
'be hon. mover knew weil that eminence did he particularly addre^ himself (Another 
and he contended that liis right hon. fiiend cry of /rder, order! chaii, «:h.iir!l. . 
must lose considerably by hh present pp- , The Speaker wishect the honourable mem- 
point men t, that is, he would give up more bef to recollect, that in the language # of that 
than he would receive. He contended, udj^ house no such distinction between its mem- 
on the word of a gentleman, that such w Jk bers was recognised.. 

thfl* fact. His right hon. friend had mane j Mr. A funtaoye, in continuation, again 
even a greater sacrifice; he had given tty apologised, stating, that the distinction he 
the post of attorney general, to winch he meant was between those seeing for places 
had an undisputed claim. Was he to receive | and pensions* and those who were pot can- 
no equivalent forjthe loss of eight or tdh 1 didatts for either. He himself was one of 
thou And pounds a year } •Gentleiften^nigbt | ihe latter, for he never*hati , flqf pever wd«14 
laugh, but he was anxious to convince fair j solicit a place, though he had. been so long 


men only ; lie was anxious that his a'gu- 


He was free to say thatjpnitlemcn on the op 
posite side were no^rair, nor disposed to be 
so (a general cjj^dr order ! order ! ) 

Lord UKwick spoke to order. It was ex- 
tfemely irregular to impute unfairness to 
any member • 

Mr. Montagu?, in continuation, said, that 
he was willing to make every apology ; he 
begged pardon of she house for any tempo- 
rary inadvertence ; he "couW assure them 
^that it was not intentional. He bested of the 
Tiouse to consider the case of his right bun. 
firiend, obliged to tijrn his hack on # his pro. 
fession, with a numerous family and syso- 
|ute distress before him, if he was noi i> t>e 
recompensed : besides that, it would b 
culiarly distressing, aftiftectiflg the am 
menu making by his majesty^ arranmflei.fs 
Tendered necessary by the dereUflfflroF those 
™ e n (here several gen^ipen rose to 

^lhe Speaker said, tlfat as thejAuse had 
|tfready ^dofitted sfatemenU dot immediately 


in habits of the strictest intimacy with a 


ments should weigh \vith fair men only, aiShj great and leading statesman He should 

conclude with stating, that had it not been 
for the unseasonable interruptions he had* 
met %’ithi he should not have been upon his 
legs so long. • • 

Mr. Hi ftry Thornton said he cotkld no£ 
give his vote on this* occasion without 
requesting to«be indulged in a fe\y word* tb 
quality it N*-fuan entertained a higher 
opinion of the right honourable •gentleman, 
who *wa$ the subject of the present debate, 
than he did j and therefore, in siiopbrtitiig « 
the present question, he wished^o bje consl- 
deied more as giv ; ^g a declarator}' vote 
upon general principles, than as intending any . 
opposition to *4 he arrangement 'made ; lie 
voted qaerely upon a diy abstract ppngipJe-j 
and not at vll froA party motives. Itwtpi 
his opinion that places usually held undet 
the crown during pleasure ought nflt to be 
granted foj life. Whether, as a member of the 
v!ommittee s o£ Finance, and having breathed* 
Id long the air <4' th it commiilce, h$ came* 
$own to ihe liousrf now to give tts vote vpWi 
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greater strictness than qsua), #he would posits to Kip (Mr. r BidduJpb) j feut when 
npt pretend to determine $ but his vote was the laic /Ministers found the. measure 
* ' the result of his conviction upon was too poster to be restated, the nobJo 
fleet. iord (Petty) adopted it, and claimed that as 

Johns font ^said, he should not have his own, whiemhe had no right to arrogate, 
trouble file house, buf fo’r the pur- The honourabl^rentleraen boasted muclL 
sileir C an Observation, in answer J of their economicaTah*aqgcments : but what 
(httSiX^ made tft him by an ho- had they done«fur the country in effect? 
>lc member who sfoke early in the They had indeed appointed commissioners of 
(Mr. Plumer), in respect to what he* accounts without number j but what hatj 
night. The honourable mem , these effected ? # The West India Commis- 
itwatl ^e, had last night , stated, what sinners* who had* been so long appointed, 
turned out to ok foil tided in fact, as proved at large salaries, bad not even yet sailed up- 
fytihe declarati op of aright hour unY^lej gen- on their mission ; and as to the army ac- 
%taman this evening <Mr. # Perceval)!* but counts, nothing applied to have been 
when he did state the circumstance, be i effected there. Such had been the conduct 
avowed nc o^ier ground than rumour, un- of these patrons of reform!* In short, he 
supported Gjy any authentic reference. Ad- j apprehended that whenever those honourable 
verting 4o jhe comparisons which had been gentlemen should come to state wbat they 
made by gentlemen on the other side of the* really had chine, theif explanation would be 
house, between* the dase now under consi- j something like what occurred between gene- 
deration, and those of Jord Ashburton and ! ral Stshhope and general Walpole upon a 
lord Lechmere, lie thought there wastry lit- * former occasion* namely, nothing better 
tie difference. But he «oulil not refrain from than mutual reproach and mutual recrimw 
some observations upon the conduct of those natibn. Those men were the fathers of this 
honourable gentlemen themselves, when Jiouse of commons at that day, and the 
they were taking credit for so much purity j hVuse, in pity to their nakedness, turned 
and disinterestedness. He would ask, how ; thlir backs upon, them, and so he hope^they 
ibey could reconcile with those assumptions, j w^uld^ do upon these honourable gentleman, 
the indecency of pressii^' upon that house i Mr* Sheridan said, that it was not the first 
on their first Secession to office, and at nine time lie had observed in the honourable gen- 
o'clock at night, two successive stages of a tkmnii who had just sat down ;ui eagerness 
bill /or enablin^thc noble lord at the head of j to atiyck.tbe late admfhistralion aqd its 
&\e late administration (lord Grenville) to j friends, tlujpgh ceitainly the present, like 


hold as n sinecure the office of Auditor of 
the Exchequer, with large emoluments an- 
nexed, and the duties of which were to be 
j 4 orie by another - s and this at the same tints 
that another noble lord at the head of t|ie 
family enjoyed the Telldship of the Lx- 
cheqqet yifh emoluments ahnost # incalcula- 
ble ? Hoy? could they reconcile with this 
boosted purity the* extraordinary increase 
made in thp svlary of Eirlt Lord of the Ad- 
piirflfy, lately enjoyed by another branch of 


^parliament in an open/nanly way, bftt cffect- 
cd*by a secret fund ? How qould that right 
honourable ^gentleman reconcile to his 
purity the calling ou.lM 1 house for 30001. for 
*£b$ exptnee^ of liirtlier continuing the com 
mission of naval enquiry, and not say a 
utonKabtiut his own, salary ? With respect 
^Committee of Ijnance, for which 
those honourable gcntldtnen took so much 
credit to , themselves, so far from their 
the* mevit 


ever) former attempt, evinced rather an avi- 
4 dky in attack than a power to be offensive. 
He was glad, however, to see in tlic present 
attack something lik& .philosophical neutra- 
lity, and that as the laic' <»huiiiist rat ion had 
had the misfortune of the hofrourtklo gen- 
tleman’s opposition, so the present would 
be now likely to conn* in for its due share. 
The honourable gentleman had said a great 
deal about independence, and had congratu- 
lated himself in mi angry tone upon his 


j -r V , 4 ^ < * U™- f * / I 

fhat noble family,* and this not avowed to | having no placq under any government. Ha 

(Mr. Sheridan) could only say, that he was 


no di vulgar of private secrets 4 but l>e might - 
make some allusion to a certain public 
meifcage, • which be had been deputed to 
dehlbr to a right honourable friend, now no, 
morl (Mr. box) at the formation of the 
lateMministration. He was sure the lio- 
npoMde genjleuum perfectly understood 
him $v{yr>t}ra\ laugh). He was rather in- 
clined to beiirve, from the nature of that; 
message, thj£ the honourable gentleman. 


paving the* mevit to originate the mea- 

p»ut e„ it was rather forced^ ujloif them byj notwithstanding hie present acrimony, 
th^patrfoiisfti of bio honourable friend opj might been cpmpJcfcly ^ dulciiicd 

* «. « •/ 


/ 



towardMfatt terrible edministi^on he hid which odgastontf e consMeribk* Jaughl, 
keen sO<JMftbh of late in (kfMjt of ton- He Would ask, ^hen> of that honourable 
detuning; aye, and disinteewowf condemn* get»t!en)an who wan nqt a member of (die 
ing too ; or diwn/cm/edty* if such pro- committee, and might be therefore more 
nanciatttnt better suited Jpe taste qf the impartial, whether the lade minister] were 
^ -honourable gentleman, Whether classical or not upon this groun^particu^y |ytM 
vulgar* It was unnecessary to explain more J> to the acknowledgments o& the *c£fxtr y? 

Me believed the honourable gentleman per- Did it appeal* tyat thercr had b eeRapy 
fecdy understood him.— —The honourable shuffi.iig, or any ministerial balloting^ t|ie 
gentleman bad arraigned the late ministry 'formation of that commit fee; wayglieie* 
for having abandoned their public professions, any obtrusion of minister's fne^ils? He 
Having made such a charge, the onuf of the appealed to* the chau*pian hftrfsejf of that 
proof lay with the honourable gentleman ; committfe, Vo tho honourable gentleman 
and he (Mr. Sheridan) defied him to produce (Mr. jMudufphVwith Whom the motion that 
any instance in which the late ministers had led to the creation of that committee hSd. 
for a moment shrank from the principles originated, if such practices had been 
which they hacT professed, not mere! von their resorted to. An allusion Iwti jften made 
coming into power, hut during the confi- to the increase of salary in tly o^Kce of * 
nuance of that power # They were denied first lend of the^drniralty. Th#sala»y wns 
the credit of the committee of finance, ’confessed to be shamefully low. A nobfe 
Did they not support it, and encoirage it lord (Melville) whose corWuct since had 
to the utmost of their power? Wlmt had been the subject of such general anunadver- 
been the principle of that committee ? EcoJ sion, A the same appointment, lec^jved* • 
nomy; and what had been the avowed prin- in addition, a con'sidftable salary, levied by 
c»ple of the late ministers? Economy jM illegal interception of the revenue ot 
Was be called on for an instance ? He would* Scotland, which salary the noble lord stiil 
instance the reduction of the staff; he woub held though depriveij of his place, in virtue 
ijjUpnce the barrack department ; he wofcd of which* he originally held it. If, there- 
instance the reduction of the departnynt\f fore, the charges lyought by the honourable • 
the commissariat. He would ask the bo- gentleman were not to be better founded 
pourable gentleman, if his noble friei^l near than those ^e bad already adduced. h6** - 
him (lord H Pcttv) did not pledge himself (Mr. Sheridan) wished that thehonc urafge. 
at the outset of his administration, dA the gentleman would sdeyre ^gf^fiiqnself 4h# 
adoption ot e^ery practicable clan of re- office of charger general agjinst the la to 
form and rctieuchment in the public expen- administration and all their friend*. — He 
diture, and if he bad not followed up 4 tflEfe desired now to pay some attention tp the 
pledge to die last moment of his official an- speech of another hon. gentleman (Mr. 
thonty > the liououul^ gentleman wished to Montague) who had been pleased to chargft* 
deprive his nobj^ wieiid ot all claim to the gen tie men oh his # side of the home with 
merit apaprigfnatmg the committee of fi- deriding his arguments, because tbfcy Could 
ttonce, and to attribute the whole to ano- not answer them; *the hon. 
ther honourable gentleman (Mr. Biddulph) might, however, have >had the • politeness* 
from whose merit it war by no means his to wait a little* and try whether they wfcrfc 
wish to detract ; but he would say, that his able to answer him or not, before he made 
noble inend, iu adapting that measure with { the assertion. Ihe hon. member had sJbed 
a view of giving it greatferenteasion, by no them* the necessity, by offering them no • 
means wished to deprive the honourable gen- arguments to answer :*and as to everything- » 
^Ueman, who first proposed it, of the credit of else, he had so fully answered him seif 
originality; but surely his noble friend was throughout his speech, that it would b6 . 
entitled to the praise of having ^woinfctly enperitedto to answer* him aiiy farther. \ 
adopted the suggestion for the advanttw of Some comparisons had been made between * 
the public, indifferent from whom it wight the case now under discussion, and those 
proceed. Would that honourable settle- of lord Ashbuntftt *and lord Lechmftej 
man, who was himself f member of and som^ comparisons had also been dravflfr 
that committee. [Hera lord 4iaa^Petty between thf characters and foorits bf chose 
suggested to Mr. Sheridan, tlAtthe honour- noble lords, and the right hon ,genilcmaa 
able member {Mr. JohnstoOT^ was not a ♦now the sutyect of the debate. It wad#, 
ntember of that committee) Mr. Sheridan jpot hk prdVince to go into a sciutiqy upon 1 
I answered loudly, u I am Very tiarof mcrit% and no man more highly esteeiabd 
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ever, accepted the situation for life, on the 
^condition of reli/iquishing it, so soon as foe 
great object of his professional view* was 
open, natively, the Chief* Justiceship of liie 
Xing'ft.. Bench ; but/* notwithstanding the 
"sneers which had Ijeen cast this night upon 
shat noble lord, in allusion to «his parliamen- 
tary condUct,* in bringing forward a resolu- 
tion “ th,at the influence of tfye crown had 
increased, wad increasing, and ought to 
** beediminished,” he thought the* circum- 
stance highly honourable to his character, and 
such as ougnt not to deprive him of the fa- 
vour of his sovereign/ for only Ashing to 
' curb that increasing influence of the minis- 
ters of the crown, which added nothing to 
thcrifomforts, the henegtr^or tbs authority 
4 £ the monarch. And he thQftght the 
crown more faithfully find honoprably serv- 
ed by the ^nen, such as him, who brought 
{forward this resolution, and tjjat they were*! 
‘ i more truly the supporters &f thfi constituj 
tional prerogatives of the sow^eigp, than the 
ifaen who could advise tkb jaeasuninow yi 
• ' \ ^ • / 
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to did the parliamentary .talents of 
the right hon. gentleuefnj and therefore 
J^e*n bought the .advice to his majesty, 
of placing him on the ppposite bench, was 
|y given. £ie could noj enter into a 
fcarison of the ^number of briefs, fees, 

Tns which* fell to the professional 
Jot ©/ the rigffe-hon. gentleman, and which 
he fas to abandon for his new Office. But 
iielNIr, Shefidan,), whose lot it was to 
vinaicaK^his majesty's new ministers from 
the iudiscf6t^zeal of some of • their friends, 

* must beg to observe, that theyf must be 
strange friends indeed who c cotdd d^ise the 
right hon. gentleman to give up his certain 
professional emoluments of 8 or 10,0001. a 
year, as Pledged, to accept a place of 2,0001. 
in the experiment to become a tolerable 
chancdloA of the exlhegmer. It was a 
sacrifice which the house did not w ish thtf 
right hon. gentietnan to make, but rather 
that he would keep both his rtnoiumcnts 
, and his profession ; and to those vl^o gave 
hinf* a xontrary coufisel', well might he 
exclaim, “ Oh, save me from my frieftfa, 

I can* myself take care of my enemies!*'* 
with respect to the comparison made 
between the right horn gentlemaii and lord 
, Ashburton, the cases were totally different. 

That gentleman, when *Mr. Dunning, was 
*$t the top of a profession, ef ■ which lie was 
y ornagient, when he was called up to the 
^pqyse of f£*& x t»withput a place ; and if the 
duchy of Ubfcaster liad not l^een assigned 
him, he most have had for his support a 
pension from the public purse* He, how- 'the exchequer? Why not make the 
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debate. Jft was extaemfely painful ^ him to 
make anf&mparisoiui .that mightbe thought 
to wear nwMnimm aspect to the right, 
hon. * gentleman, but , he recolleotcd that 
ever since be was a member of tha* house he 
was mostly in office. He had been At-., 
torney General under Mr. Pitt, and Solicitor 
General underiord Sklmouth \ and here he 
begged leave to pay his tribute of praise to 
the upright, jpre, and honourable conduct 
of that noble lard, as it had been>e&plained 
this right, .when under the administration 
of Mr. Pitt, he might have had the place 
for life, which it was now in contemplation 
to confer upon the new chancellor of the 
Exchequer, had his honourable scruples per- 
mitted him to become die instrument of li- 
iHitation to the prerogative and constitu- 
tional influence of his royal master. Dur- 
ing' l he short period of the learned gentle- 
man’^ opposition, the air of this side of the 
house did not seem to agree with him, and 
he was n6w got back to the bid my and bliss- 
ful atmosphere of the Treasury Bench.— 
THfe honourable member had asked, will 
you deprive his majesty of the learned gen- 
Yefnau’s services in that office for which ha 
mid’ been thought qualified ? Now really 
m was .of opinion, that if gentlemen on 
the opposite side possessed any thing at . all, 
they jvere swarming with chancellors of the 
exchequer, % (a laugh.) Even a noble 
lord fyid r a' gallant general had latelf pro- 
posed thei j^lans of finance t to the house j 
why not make either of them chancellors 


gallant general attorney -general ? (a laugh.) 
—Among all their nhv^ciers, not one could 
be found to fill the offici/^mt a gentleman 
who, though a very frequeiiPlp&iher in the 
house, had never, to his knowledge, uttered 
one word on the subject of finance in his life. 

Mr. Johnffonci in explanation, stated 
that he neither had nor would have applied 
to the right honourable^emleman who bad 
just sat down lor the purpose t>f procuring 
him any appointment upon the occasion al- 
luded to, and for two reasons, the first, thaf^ 
he knew, if he had applied, the right ho* 

~ ablefgentleman was too much engaged 
aviding for himself and bis family, toat* 

[ to any agency for others ; and secondly, 
i if he bad requested the right bonoura- 
Jeman/o undertake the coramission, 
he way^i^psure that, although he might pro* 
tnise, he woulfc have been very aptto forget it. 
Now the faotRvas, upon the case referred to 
leritlit honourable gentleman, simply 
no rad re (ban this. After stating to the 
rights honourable gentlemen the substance 



Mr. Fuller said, 


of^ € ^jfl& we r»atidnyw!iidy tie mtA with an 
illustrious person, now no m^rfxMr. Fox) 
he did communicate to that rifat honourable 
gentleman, and authorise him to mention 
his readiness to accept of any office to which 
dt> salaty should be attached* and in which 
he might be able to make himself useful. ♦forward to support 

He remembered that he particularly mention- — ? 

ed Indian affairs, from tya knowledge of 
which he stated to the right honourable gen- 
tleman his opinion that he should be able to 
render some service to “ bis country. In 
offering to accept a situation in the conduct 
of those affairs without any emolument for 
his services, he 'hoped he ?was making, a 
proposition which should not expose hirn\o 
censure, or to*the suspicion of any unwortlnr 
motives. f A 

Mr. Sheridan , in tyfpbaatfon, ex prised 
an unwillingness to fix any kaputajien on 
the honourable gentleman. As some person's 
wished for emoluments, so others wished 
for honour or patronage. It was not for 
him to say, of what description the honour 


I'rf granting the =afl8ct for lift to lord Lodi* 
mere and If ret Ashburton* it had also tlie tow* 
t r of granting it in the present case, ana wjio 
had a right to interfere with the discretion of 
the crown in the exercise of that power? 


Jfe should^be always 
the just exercise of his 

Mtt 


majesty’s ^pretogfitive ; bfTt he - co&fesaad 
that he must disapprove of the manner in 
which it was understood thaf this prerogative* 
was now about to be applied, and therefore 
he would support this ipotion^ 
of the king's own interest hel 
this rvmiotP) because* he «diatoot like the 
idea of his majesty's giving awaXp|pces fbr 
life. On the contrary, he wouldlidvise him 
to keep such places subject iJS disposal, 
for those men who served him. f lie would 
recommend to # th£ king to keep the key 
of the oat-chest himsqjf, and not give it to 
others ; for he might rely tipon it, that if 
he did nof retain the power of serving those 
men,jpey would 'not serve him. It wouldbo. 
much better for bis fhajesty that dll places 


able gentleman's ambition was. With life were converted into places during 
respect to the charge of his (Mr. Sheridan^ pleasure than to allow any increase "of tho 
being busy in providing for himself apj Ms former. This he s^id with a view to tfao 
jy^ily, thefactwas, thttthls#ighthon.fneld, king’9 own interest; for he regarded his 
who was now unhappily no more (Mr. majesty much, for his firm attainment to 


thought, that after a service* he hoped not 
unmeritorious, of twerfty -seven ye^rs in 
parliament, some provision for life ougftt 
to b* made for nim. *It' had •ha^ened 
rather singulady, that his right^ionoufable 
friehd had intimated, that the office t hat had 
been *o much spoken of that nTglit7 tir^ 
Chancellorship of thcduchy of Lancaster, 
should be approm^fSI to that provision; 
but, on co|siiUi<Kr with his colleagues, his 
right hoflSuHSIe friend found that they had 
farmed a determination not to grant for life 
this office, or any QthSr, usually held during 
pleasure. On being infofmed of this deter- 
mination, he entreated his right honourable 
friend by no mean^o pressrae matter, andJ 
thus he regained without a provision for" 
^life, and this txfficg, was reserved fgr the dis- 
posal of the new ministers. 

Mr. Simeon thought the right of granting 
the office in question for life ought ^iot t<5 be 
much exercised. He thought it wfcng, 
however, to adopt a general restriction rath a 
view to a particalar cfRe. He regretteAhat 
the question should now be' be ought ja^frawd 
to prevent the formation of a Jfl^TOmi nu- 
tation. He wished tlie late administration 
* • f®maiued in place. Bhfcjbe itew 
^ministration were better thnnmfoe* and 
therefore^ was unwilling to see it^forrha- 
tea impeded. If the Crowiijiad the Jtower 


the constitution. He declared, that in his 
opinion t>ie Jiatnes of George the Thi^> .. 
Nelson,. and William Pitt, ought^bi?- 


graven on the hearts o£ all Englishmen,.* 
the noble services they had rendered to their 
country ; for having in fact been the saviours 
of our glurious constitution. As to the 
i ieht honourable gentleman tp whom this 
motion was understood patficularly to refer* 
lie ckclared that he could see no reasonable 
objection to him, compared witlyhese who 
preceded fcm in the office to which *h« was 
said to be appointed, {specify* when htf 
considered how young the man was who 
held that office in tbe late admini afbtion. 

* Mr. Wilhgrforce bad the honour, lie said, 
to hafc J>eei* very long acquainted with the 
principles aftd character of the right honour T # 
able gentleman to whom #hisjnotion was 
Understood more immediately ut refer, and 
he sinceffcly believed* him a man of *be^ 
highest disinterestedness and pubiid spirit. ' 
With this impression strongly Upon his 
mind, his epiniqflg mos* h e, that 4liat*»ght. 
honourable gentletoainfimself would had 
come forward to reiftler thfa debase mine* 
cessary, if »t were not that* froip the man*, 
•per in whklyt notice of the mfttion ha% 
been giVen* the •remarks which had beetle* 
'made the preceding night, aud otifcer wr+ • 
Ssmstances, inch * proceeding might api 

v • *• • 





pW the effect of intimidation, than whidh 
*0*$ing, he was persuaded, was Jew 'Hkel y 
1)0 |«fte effect upon foe mind of that fight 
honourable gentleman. However, the mo- 
tion 



Iki <9M [»!« 


ion was such a$ he could not hesitate to 
support * * 

The Mfister of the Rolls having had no 
apportdniiy of inquiring fully into the me- 
rits of the general proposition #hicb this 
snotiA involved, could not think himself 
justified hi voting for its adoption. There 
"TttWiintP mfrnrpininn a variety of topics, 
*"^nich ought if be fully investigated before 
such a motioyr was acceded ITbeW^were 
rhSny ptycy* held for life which ought to be 
cion verted i j to places during pleasure, and, vice 
versa , therSavase also many places, the tenure 
i of whichot|;httobeleftentire]y tothediscre- 
tton ofctfL majesty, and of efoich nature the 
place to which this motion was understood to 
refer might be dfie ; the house surely would 
not venture to decide without any Aimiiry or 
deliberation whatever. If tlie cas^were 
deterlfiinfd in the vefy hasty manner pro- 
posed, he was rather afraid that the pnbh^_ 
would hot give the house credit for acting j 
dispassionately, in beiqg actuated by the 
motives which the advocates professed to 
« have in view ; for it woulg be very naturally 
staked, if such motives prevailed, why should 
'wpiestion of this nature be Jbropgbt fnr- 
? When the honourable 
gpmlemen wf^ supported this motion re- 
probated fhV practice of glinting for 
life such a place as it particularly al- 
luded to, did they feel that they were re- 
flecting on the conduct of the marquis of 
Itackhighatn aud »Mr. Fox, in 1762, an& 
that it was a prompt act a so to grant c the 
aame place fo lord Ashburton ? Bur his main 
objection to this motion at presenter he learn- 
ed gentleman stated /o be this, that it took 
tips broadband general qneatiwa upon mere 
personal grounds ; and this he the more re- 
gfetfed, because his right honourable friend 
. to whom it alluded, was certainly oneVho 
.gave up, it yms notorious, a very Sigh and 
lucrative silqatiuh in his profession, for the 
, ftarpose of 'seeing his sovereign and his 
pouutry. in another .department. By which 
'gfcti he certainly ought not tohe allowed to. 
ataflfcT but taking q y\ew of the*] 


for iteitaraa# such as that of lord Ashbettoe 
should «era day following; thetouse iN 
self would out regret the imposition of such 
a restraint! Ho would therefore put it to 
the house, whether it would not be extreme- 
ly rash to adopt a resolution Of this Watuia^ 
.j 1 restraining the legitimates prerogitiwi erf the 
crown, withoufaoy inquiry or deliberation 
as to its tendency q|M probable era sequences! 

Lbrd Houtujt? denied the right hen. 
and learned gtfttkmsffs assertion, that 
this mdkion went 'to impose any improper 
restraint apnn-the royal prerogative, or tint 
it could in any degree be Considered an inno- 
vation or invasion of that prasegative. For* 
inmoint of fact, what did it propose? -Why* 


nothing more than this, diet a place should 
not\b< 


^ :T rSP undpr dwcwwjpn^upn genera] 
gdMxdlP, he wouWT appeal to the indoor 
the (base, wither if a 
y of uqfvemfly acknowledged merit 
4 dpbuld arise, fo which a place iff this nature^ » 

Wght to be given for life, foe Vrfwe should, 

iobmtt the < prerogative ps to prevent bis ne whs too young to nave mw tne qpppmess 
f ^ eg, 7 fionigrsmuigitjs whether u a cea^ of anywequaime^ with him, no one euel^ 


\be granted for life, which had* 1 
heretofore held only /hiring pleasure. He 
|Vas tlM at piesent disposed to enter into a 
discussion as to the extent of the king's pre- 
rogative; but this he had no difficulty m 
saying, that this prerogative did not autho- 
rise the grant of places for life, which had 
been heretofore held during pleasure. This 
t^otipn, therefore, only prepared to advise 
hit majesty not to do that which according 
to few he was nabwarrauted in doing. 
conduct towards the judges, in. the reign of 
William the Third, bad no reference what- 
ever teethe case now under consideration. If, 
indeed, the crown could grant places of this 
natoreSbr life, why not by and by grant the 
chancellorslpp of the exchequer itself, or t be 
lord chancellorship for life ? A casp of the 
lafterhaving been so appointed had no doubf 
occurred in the personof Wolsey. But, what 
were the remarks or^nd Coke upon that 
subject ? Why, that the pmafople of yich an 
appointment was utterly objemcMble, that 
it was not legal to grant those places for life 
which it had been heretofore usual to hold 
during pleasure. Such, then, was the ob- 
ject of this motion. It proposed only to de- 
clare the law to die croup, in order that no 
deviation from k should, take pkco. With 
regard fo the precedents referred to in the 
course of tne debate, he had not had time to — 
look into oil the proceedings upon 'them $ 
but to <1 iff case of lord Ashburton, he be* 
ltcsfai that the propriety of the grant made 
to that noble lord was at that time much dis- 
puted and, iff Ms opinion, very justly. For, 
mrncmmhe mulcted the merits of that greet 
man, SS^MMfy should not have voted for 
sftch a measuraas be conk! not think it was 
» legal granfr^To the memory and charac- 
ter of tbettasquH of ftoWngham, although 
he was foo young to have bad the hpnpiu 



mm ,. tottxm* ***** im% 

fa* drilling than # faewW» to lay tie**- l hid been, rfbe noble lord observed, ascribed 

to me party with .iphom be bad the honoat 
to art, that they pretended, to coropreHfenA 
aj] the talents of the country. If they ffhd 
ever imagined themselves to be so, it would 
have been a tnost arrogant presumption ip* 


most tribute of respect Toqpnds another 
distinguished member (lord Laftsdowne) of 
that administration under which 
took place, he felt both respect 


that grant 
and* grati- 


tude, for to that noble lord ho owed much , m __ __ 

personal kindness. »But still he could not fcdeed; but they alwayf declaimed any each 

J. * I .1* - f ....4 .L. -1.La._L < .. 



express any approbation of Hhe grant they 
thought proper to sanction, either upon the 
grounds of constitutional principle or expe- 
diency. The right honourable and learned 
gentleman seemed to allude to some in- 
stances of persons being aev&ardesUfcjr pen- 
sions for quitting the lucrative profession of 
the law to engage in politics.* He realty qp- 
ver heard of anv such instance* [.the case 
lord Gncntley was mentioned Across the J 
Me.] But, resumed the noble lord, that 
does npt apply ; for tha^ noble Jord, who 
Speaker of the house 9 of commons*^ 
placed in a situation where legal knowledge 
was essential to the performance of his duty, 
and that knowledge augmented Bis title td 
the liberality of provision. Lord Ashburton, 
too, filled an high office in the house of ldfoU, 
and was a cabinet minister. In both. tin 
cases the noble lords alluded to were n< 
kjfg^out of their profession # properly s[ 
ing. But such was not the case wiyh 
right honourable gentleman referred to in the 
present debate. He did not mean tcypeak 
of that right honourable gentleman with any 
personal disrespecf ; but .certafaty bf^ould 
net compare tys pretensions with those of 
Mr. Dunning. No, they were not lobe 
placed on the same footing, and thSUtllte 
the analogy contended for eonld not hold. 
But, if the arranegppPnt were to make the 
right honoumbWfntlemau lord chancellor, 
he shouldffiWerio objection, neither should 
lfb object to see him occupy any of the high 
\ legal offices in that bouse fpr which his abi- 
| lities and habits so peculiarly fitted him; but 
when he saw him leaving his 'profession for 
| the purpose of pim ping finance, he coufdj 
not help feding somT gurpttep, and some * 11 
lOiing more whenipya* proposed give the 
7 »ght-honourab»g&tleman a bonus for this 
ftngular transfer. Upon this point, how- 
ever, he did not mean to say raort* for •in- 
deed it was unnecessary after- the admirable 
toeechxif his rivht honourable friend (Mr. 
Sheridan), who- very justty observed, th|t of 
all the other departments, th* of chancellor 
of five exchequer was the onMXaahreh the 
right honourable gentleman jfcemed to he 
least qualified. If, , iiowever/nai^right bo- 
nSpnhle gentieroanebose to porsll theca- 
fovr of fggirics in preference to the cffrdbr of j 
W* kw, he must take H with alt hs risks. It 


[pretensions, although it suited toe purpose of 
ne#spaper*li belltfs to persist in repfcati&g 
"the charge; a charge, indeed, which i)je, for 
one, took occasion, as often as oppdnuoitjr 
served, to repel. But, witho^famxmiiw 
any extraordinary degrfae of tlioS*^ 

with 'fthom^e yas connecfeA without at- 
tempting any contrast wi{h theirkopponenSs, 
he woUld ask, what” estimate was jp oe form 1 * 
ed of the ability of those honourafb geMde» # 
men who felt obliged to go to tljb law for e \ 
chancellor of tfjp exchequer, and to Offer him 
(•a premium for accepting the office? On this 
head little remained to*be%dded to what the 
house had* heard frqpn an honourable mem- 
ber (Ml*. Sharp), who had afforded such a* 
evidence of talent; it* ibis his first Wss ay, aq* 
out the most flattering promise of fix- . 
eminence.— -With regard to the asser- 
tion, that only one reversion had fallen in 
since theiate administration came into pow- 
er, he could assure the house, that this was . 
a mistake, for therS was a very considerable 
reversion^ which ,fell in in an island, and , 
another indeed in an office over 
presided, which he did # not t^.^propey tfif 
dispose of. # Now, surely the disposition 
made by the lord chancellor of a particular 
reversion in that noble lord’s gift could not 
be cited as an instance to contradict the as- 
sdtion he advanced ou a former evening te^ 
lativf to the general conduct of the latelmi* 
nisters upon the siTbject of reversions. The 
fact of tbp l reversion! alluded 1 0*111 the. lhr<J 
chancellor’s gift was not glassed the reporp 

of the coram mee of finance.in the list fif pub- 
lic reversions, but was always qpngftdered as h 
private pl.TTg, subject to the sole con trouj of 
the officer by whom it had in this instance 
been disposed of. — Adverting to the obser- 
vation of an honourable gefcthmrti On rife * 
other side (Mr. Sturges Bourne) that Ami 
ought nof to bring foiuvard on the following. " 
day the explanation of which he bad given • 
notice, hi the sbsence of tfibse who were ao. < 

quaintod with am Uc c gnytet it to naif—^np 
Upon th£fSubjectofctlfiM?p]anation, the ng-, 
ble lord stated, that*he was«glad tlv>se gen* 
tlemeii were absent ; for, said he, it is one 
•Which I should hold it to be rather Mnde icateu 
to canvass.* 1 shall confine m\ self to a state » # 
ment of the facts, which ore so modi ttfis- - 
f\preseuthd that I should feel ft v to be highly 



improper to suffer such misrepresentations 
“ ##a further circulated^ and particularly so 
to^leave such misrepresentations to operate 
dltring thp holiday. To this resolution I 
Jim the more determined, and the necessity 
of an early explanation appearc the more ob- 
vious, from a letter Which was shewn me it* 
* newspaper of this morning addressed to 
j5rd Grenville and raysd;'. In* this letter 
some extracts* from the minutes of the 
COurAl^are inserted, which serve to shew 
that the t wsiter had seen our minutes ; but 
DiJpE^WgaAded them as to give * false co- 
lour to the vdaolg traqpaction. J wiUappeal, 
j^hep, to thfl^ahdour of th<J*e who hear me, 
whether Fshould allow such misrepresenta- 
tion to go unanswered; whether by post- 
poning th^ansVer, 1 should suffer the mis- 
representation to do mischief ; whether it 
fee not more becoming in mf to state here, in«| 
the proper con^iiutiOnal place, the real cir- 
cumstances of the case; or, whether the 
honourable gentleman would have me coq- 
* descend* to answer tke writer in a newspa- 
per ? I shall upon this explanation troti 
the candour of the house, apd to the jusi 
of I by country, for the vindication of that 
line of conduct, which in concert with my 
colleague?, I have felt it my duty to pursue. 

Mr. Sturges Bourne, it! explanation, said, 
h* had expressed some surprise that the no- 
% jkssdjhould think of bringifig forward his 
the absence of those who 
globe could* know oh that side of the house, 
the circumstances to which th£ noble lord 
would hare to advert. The noble lord 
would not aupoose, surely, that he had any 
jhtng to do witn the publication alluded tfo 
by the noble lord? He assured him he knew 
toothing^ofit. • 

General 'Graham supported the motion. 
He ffafl for many yeats acted with Mr: Pitt, 
^ generally of cofirse with the gentlemen 


fe fgApter's Petition. 
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03. Whfte the supporters of theaddress 
were in tp|ipbby, order wa? called# ahd lord 
Ho wick addressed them as< follows Gen- 
tlemen ; T understand, that it is intended 
to propose to morrow, that the house, should 
at its rising adjourn for a much longer time 
than is usual at this period of the session, 
or than I think consistent with the present 
state of affairs, or, with my views of the 
public interest. • The adjournment which is 
to be proposed js, to next Monday fortnight. 
It is ray intention, on the grounds I have 
mentioggd^tpr'oppose that motion, and to 
propofcby way of amendment, unless, as 
I h»5pe, it may be proposed by somebody 
die, that no “longer adjournment should 
rake place than tUl Monday &'nnight at far- 
As there will certainly be a division 
upbn this Question, and in all probability 
aneojjhr one^f hope Gentlemen will feel the 
propriety of a full and early attendance.—* 
(a loud cry of hear, hear.) On the re-ad- 
mission of strangers, we found that the ad- 
dress had beeu ordered to be carried up by 
such members of that house who were of 
his Majesty's privy council. 

r a. Palmer’s Petition.] A petition of 
Palmer Esq. of the city of Bath mi 
►ugjht up, ana read; setting, forth, “That 
petitioner having, in common will* 
other subjects of this kingdom experienced 
gteatfhconvenience from the tedious, irregu* 
lar, dqd insecure, mode *of correspondence 
by the Gene«il Post, and having had fre- 
quent occasions to remark great defects in 
tpMft&bli&hments of the Post Otfice, which 
had become a matter of universal complaint, 
he was induced to gHiemuch serious consi- 
deration to a grievancecfi^uch f magnitude, 
and was ultimately convincemjrafctmprove- 
mdnta might be made so as not only to effect 
a more speedy, regular, and secure convey- 
ance for letters throughput the Kingdom, 
but likewise be the means of providing the 


whom he had the hopour to be related (lord 
■ Melville,) as by .their violence and in- 
justice a disgrace to the Journals of the 
house. He regretted sincerely the dismis- 

• ealofthe late administration ( and particu- 

• lflHy r they were succeeded by men who 
irooMthek conduct in abandoning the go- 

JR" Mr; Pitt, from 
acknoilf^ged incapacity to condtffct it, left 
tbat^fc record which furnished tn evidence 
of their ptesent presumption.— The ques-, 
!Siag Being then loudly callM dor, a di- 
Vition took place: when tfiere appeared for 
the address again# it H 5 ;»ttbyafij 0 r 


On the other side, particularfy during the 
bshparliament, when such proceedings had I same advantages for property and travellers, 
taken plach against a noble tfiscounf, to Pand at the same time ot creating and sup- 


porting a gradual, and ultimately a very 
considerable, increase r 6 vhe revenue, dci* 
firAble frqtq the fojt Office, Which, instead 
of keepiag pace with tli£ increasing cohi- 
m«r^e and ppulepce qif the counfry, had (in 
consequence o£tbe defects before alluded 
to) been long hi. a state of stagnation, if not 
qf decrease^ and that in the Bpring. 
oi having arranged the 

general outlinl of hi? proposed reform, and 
connected jp^th It such an increased rate of 
po$'tage,#«ub a restr,} 5 #ap, on franking, 
appoaxgd adviscable ittbe commencement, 
he cqpmunicated the same to the* right bo? 



ttoj 


pai&. 



nouraWe Uyilliam Pitt, tlje tftenf&ancellor 
of his Majesty's exchequer, whe i imme- 
diately conceived so favourable an opinion 
of the benefit to be obtained for thc^ coun- 
try if the plan could be effected, that he 
gave the petitioner every encouragement to 
proceed, and, requested him without delay 
to procure all possible information on a sub- 
ject of so much importance, and to spare 
no pains in bringing the proposed arrange- 
ments into such a state as wbuld enabje and 
justify a trial of the schcttkk and that, in 
consequence of these d irectiofhirtlli^neti- 
tioner, after making some requisite arra\ge- 
meuts in regard to the exteriive commcV 
eial and other concerns in wtych he wag aV 
that time engaged, travelled* over a great! 
part of 'the kingdom, for the# purpose f>T 
collecting further infognatioch on the • 
ject, the different Postmasters ifcaving^pre- 
viously received orders from the treasury to 




model, fpri full emptemrient to his mind*, 
and cause for sendt^reftection and anxiety • > 
and that the petfefoner had first taken, up 
the idea of reform a$ a very simple one, and 
easy to be accomplished,, bat as he wasfen- 
nerceptibly hsd on in the pursuit of his i£i ' 
vourite object, the new and accumulate^ * 
dangers and oti^pcles which opened upcft 
him at every step, together \\ith the invete- . 
rate opposition he experienced from jkeXre* 
neral Post Office, from which he had been- 
led to expect by govewimeiiqpve^ T tfSsVn>^ _ 
ance, convinced him that he bad involved 
himself ih al^os^inextficabft-diJHculties si* 
had completely possessed his mink end h* 
had pursued it through different obliges of 
administration for above two^ eans, lie had ^ 
incurred great expqpce ; the various con- 
cetmhe had beA -engaged in lrad been'neg* 
Tectef to bis great loss, and Jbg found that ha 
had ho alfprnative now left, but either it* 


petitioner’s absence, the administration was 
changed, but the new administration fee- 
ing equally desirous of encouraging and ef- 
fecting the plan, sent the outline to the ge- 
neral post Office for inspection, and it Jkg 
rgmgicd with voluminous objections rfo| 
the superior officefs, who asserted, that th< 
post office establishment had, after the full- 
est consideration and every possible exertion, 
been brought to thg most perfect state of 
improvement, not only as to efpraition 
and safety, but^n the interior decrements. 


answer his inquiries j and that, cfeiring thki abandoiythe plan, tef return to safety, apd 
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dedicayf his future. lif^ to the recovwr>and ' 
immovemeut of his various private concerns,** 
o make the sacrifice of abandon u^those ^ 
together, afcd adhere to his plan, andto the 
chance of pcquiriug a*great fortune for him—, 
self and family by its success, as Mr. Altei* 
had done before him by his improvement a 
of the posts 5 he submitted therefore these 
circumstances * nd his situation to Mr^. Pitt; 
and the necessity of immediately somvng the^ 
terms which were to determino^itis cboifce/ 
and that to tlte justice of this the. minister dt- 


and that any attempt to alter it wou ld lj>fj rectly assented, and assured the petitioner, 

* a ilia /in.paenan.lariAA aii/J /1/iWlT t I #>’ ka IUAlll/1 rrt tro in Ilia nr/irwinnlo 


ruinous to the correspondence and com- 
merce of the country .and if any ignorant 
projector were suffinpgrto interfere for such 
a purpose, lj^rmmtto be made responsible, 
as far as for the consequences s 

aiftl that, although some of these objections 
appeared well foundetf, it was evident that 
others arose from prejudice %ud self-interest ; 
but the petitioner was directed to answer 
them in detail, had scarcely done 

before the adtninistration waa*again chang- 
ed; and Mr. Pitt, op his return t# office, 
Referred fuflSRfTfiEded objections from the 
post office, which were followed up u £"T|h 
a determined opposition and outcry* sgainf 
the plan as to create a combination amongst , 
the inn keepers and coach-masters on the ' 

Is an/1 hv rprtrl^rirSr tkAm*iTnu>ilI!rur#n 


that if he would give in 1ms proposals for. 
compensation so that the promised advauta-. 
ges could but be secured; and the agreement * 
be made fair and ^fe for the p tsblic % what- 
ever fortune the petitioner might. derive from 
it, there would be no hesitation on hi* paft to# 
close with it, andto satisfy his injnd ms - 
his future prospects ; and that, in cona&*;*x 
queues of this assurance, the petitioner 
formed Mr. Pitt, through Yhp present Bishop 
of Lindoli^ his then secretary, that he wgukl - 
undertake the proposed* reformat hia bwa,/* ■ 
risk and expence, on condition tmt he should .. 
be entitled to receive, during. his life, two* , 
and an half per centum: on the fuvtire in-r *• 
creased revenue* of the P04 beyond ^ 

the preseut nett profits, provided h ts^W 4 
succeeded, bfit dMMMUi&i^fherwise j 


roads, and by rendering them*unwillingjto ByvLccswui uui inTMai^uii^viUQfwiie ; iui^ ~ 
convey tire mails 611 the terms pr|posedri3wi^ that with this propoSfclfbe petitioner 
tened to destroy the whole of Bf^afrange- # ed in a statement of tlie Post Office reventufe 

^ — - -i-‘ — W hidi it. appears 

of two cenfirip^^ 
, _ ( had reached otrig 4 

which hi^pki would totally dtsarrabgefand ; to a£'l£Q»fXX) jxr annum ; and, *to 
Wrich he must of course completely more strongly the pj^iits he expected to d& 0 
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rOfsary to carry it into ekbcutton, he like- 
wise gave in a narrative of Mr. AIW« trans- 
actions and agreement wit! government in 
jm relative to his Arm of ti je cross posts, 
wfcch were improve^ gradually, and atdif* 
Meat periods, during upwards of 42 years, 
tfllbe died (after the aocnnytlatio; of a very 
large fortune, god his having received up- 
wards j£U,0OO per annum for many 
jeers, as a Reward for his services, and da- 

* ■“ *“*“ time, retained rhe % abs>lute 

it controul of that brand) of 
lyf and’that, an Aplj^to this 
iitioner wic informed by Mi. 
his secretary, *• that the pio- 
y^cmal was {bought Air, and would be fully 
Complied with, providec^ihe {dan succeed- i 
ed/’ And that the agreement having been ’ i 
thus acceded to, the petitioner prc>ceede#*to r 
aaake his plan more perfect, and prepare for 1 
the trial ; and Mr. Pitt ,*in every cusveraa 
'tied previous to such trial, con ‘Uatftjy ex- 
pressed himself perfectly satisfied with gn 
fidrnea* and moderation of the terms, 
the benefit to be derived to the public if 
piaa could but be sucoassfulty caiTied into 
wsecntioa $ and that in the autumn of 1 784, 

1 after two years of incessant labour and anx- 
iety, the plan was tried on the Western road, 
and gjmttwded beyond the pfomisn held out 
by dmptefimier, who had nevertheless af- 
ttrWaras toVfcjpouutev a renewal of hostili- 
ties and impediments from the 4*ost Office, 
which obliged him to apply fin; the protec- 
tion of the Lords of the Treasury, who im- 
mediately saw the necessity of their intenfo- 
fance/fend issued* peremptory order for tSe 
purpose; bat the mischief had so Ar been 
done, that sa considerable delay took place 
ftufofe (be trials xouUl be made? upon the 
«0pr'saadt$ and that Mr, Pitt, being of 
opinion that the repeated impediments and 
Opposition bajJerienced from the Pest Office 
sundered it fcbsokgely requisite shat the pe» 
tickfflpr should bold some ostensible official 
"gituatfbn, the tefter ttfenable him to forward 
the establishment of his plan, end pseeent 
further obstructions, proposed that he should 
•he appofmed surveyor and comptroller gene- 
with a salary* of £ 1,500 per annum, 

1 leifclbjtagld be accepted in lien of per ceu- 
any part «e£ft jpi tfwCOffioe (revenue 
Wthio ^f?240,<J00, bqjng £$0*0*0 above 
the amount at that time $ and ofi course the 
torepoaed salary Was considerably kss than 
.ibeper centage would hare ampuated to/ 
hty the^petitioner consented to this proposed 
MsedUfaMion of his origyai agreement, ra- 


mm*** j mm. im 

(her thart aprt obstacles on* hie pari, and par- 
ticularly as it was intimated that, id case any 
accident should happen to the petitioner af- 
ter effecting the plan, but before he had an 
opportunity of making a suitable provision 
.for his family, there could be no doubt but 
f that government would Wake such an event 
( into consideration ; and that in the autumn 
of J785, when t£e plan had been carried 
’ into effect on c many of the roads in the 
kingdom, and arrangements made for its 
furthei^ extensio^/a draft of the petitioner’s 
iiiiend^b-tfpp^ntment was prepared at the 
agreeably to the modified terms, 
grant from his* majesty, appointing 
i petitioner surveyor and comptroller ge- 
«M of the Bast Office during his life, with 
* onty toigptpend any of the officers and 
senfepts belonging thyeto, and granting him 
leration of his good and faithful ser- 
vices ft S the advancement ot the revenue, 
and the advantage of the commerce and ma- 
nufactures of the kingdom, as well by way 
of if ward of such services, as to encourage 
him to continue his exertions for furthering 
Ktme, a clear salary of 3^1 ,500, togetner 
tns£2. 10*. per cent on the increased 
t revenue, according to the modificajj^n 
fore stated; and that WAen« draft ofthis 
proposed appointment was laid before the 
then attorney general, he was of opinion 
thht an act of parliament # would be requisite 
to enable the minister to carry the agreement 
made withlhe petitioner inti* execution, as 
t hy Pos t-Office Act of thb 9th of Queen 
mine merely authorises appointments under 
the postmaster general, aud 111 consequence 
of this obstacle the imbued grant was sus- 
pended till the requisite actaraujil be obtain- 
ed > and that during this delayfirin? petition- 
ernoe having sufficient authority vested lfc 
hinado forward and prdtect his plan, it got 
info great irregularity, owing to die neglect 
of the contractors, who had been induct to 
|t believe that he was ^pwrpported by govern- 
ment, and thaPas the plan bad’to encounter 
fresh objections and memorials from the 
Pbst Office, it must 

thtffi&ZP being disheartened by them appre- 
hejfsiotts* as well as by the severity of the 
winter, and influenced by the advice and 
threats of those who were adverse to the 
plum a Combination %tas entered into, and 
bondk gder % my penalties Executed among 
many iff" 'llftf |coachniasters as weH as post- 
masters, not only to decline any mail-coach 
contractual* to oppose them wherever at* 
tecqrtejHo be established ; and that in tJKsa 
situSiSb the petitioner found th*t>.jwtas he 
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immediately 1 obtained some offiefcl /-pewdriV 
the plaft must sink, and all hi a* labouir, soai- 
lety, and -expence be lost j tWifcfb/‘ 
artel-representing his apprehension# ?; td the 
minister, and consenting to ' postpone the 


Site arrangements <*»uld b'e made respecting 
a limited appointment was in August, 
1786, directed to be grated him by the 
postmaster general, under Which he might 
be enabled to forward* his. nfeir, but with an 


^ par v 

Commt^sioners pf 
Inquiry,* after frill investigation k\fo 
tbhwhote of tWa^proceedhW#.^ TJuekpest- 
ed and distressing ahthU further prccraatina* 
tion ‘was, the, proposal appeared so tapdid 
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completion of bis agreement, till the requi- Land proper that the pteTtroner could not J&t 


consent to it ; and that in 1 78 8 the Com-; 
missidoerspf ftbfuiry made their Report 
j.to the Post Office ,• and stated, with rfespect 
to the petitioner, '* That be had p^formed 
his agreement with government far beyond 


assurance from Mr Pitt,' UWfcthe full benefit j his promise,* not only as to expedition and 


of his agreement should* be IffiTfrErj^ly se- 
cured to him, and he at the same tiniiob- 
tained a warrant for % part his expends, 
Hot having till jhOn received a /hilling either 
for himself or his numerous agents, although 
more than four years had elapjed since jthe 
cOmfhencement of dig business, "as hj/vas 
determined to adhere strictl/lh his proposal, 
that the plan should be proved efficient and 
beneficial to the public, before wodd ac; 
cept any remuneration whatever; and that 
having obtained this limited appointnjent, 
the petitioner without loss of time went into 
Scotland in order to arrange the posts 
that kingdom, and afterwards to Pari 
Wfcfe purpose of est^jshiflg a daily p 
and post co#ndcTion between Fra nee ai 
this country, so that he was not able to re- 
turn to London till October, 1787; , aj*d that 
early' in 1788 he %is requested Jo go to I?e- 
lahd^iu order to settle regu 1 ati on s*re*pecti ng 
the establishment of mail-coa<^es in that j 
kingdom, and likewise for the formigg^t- i 
ter communications by packets between tfie I 
northern and southern j>arts of that country, j 
and the Euglishaj^Fls ; and that although 
the petit iojjr^dnduring these intervals, in * 
his freqiTen t coiUrtnun ication s with Mr* Pftr, 
the most positive assurances,- that after ef- 
fecting these further Arrangements the agree- 
ment made with him should be no longer 
delayed, but fettled to his entire satis- 
faction, yet, ori^jygpreturn, he had lb% 
mortification to encounter further impedf- 
elite from the Pa** Office ; and Jie th^re - 
Ty and warmly pressed rftfe 
iWer to carry bis agreement 
Into immediate execution, add by grfcnjing 
him the promised powers put attend totfiese 
hostile attacks from the office, so* injurious 
both to himsdlf anfl the pbblicy* and# that 
Mr. Pitt acknowledged the ^cessity^ waft 
as justice of this demand, anxious 

Wish to comply with it ; and at last observed, 
*•* That it would beta great satfSfctidn to his 
&i&d, and. more fully authortae andjgatify 
the a^^henf with the public, if Sanction- 
VotTlX. * . 


safety, but at £ 20,000 per annum less than 
was pro^oselUend thfkt he* had accomplish^ 
ed his abject uWcspftii of* n umerpuMfiffio^* 
ties, and a most powerful opposition, and. 
every obstruction that coulch be thrown 
his way by the ofljpers of the General Post * 
Office ; and therefore the commissioners de- 
clared the petitioner justhr^entided. to his 
specified qpmp 2 nsation, , being a very small 
partof/thal increased revenue which his in* 
tegriy, activity, anneal, had create^* ex-’ 
clyaive of the convenience and numerous 
tateral advantages which the country? at 
large; and more particularly the commercial 
part of i^ derived from his exertions;'* and 
that, after this examination and decision by 
the commissioner, the. petitioner, at the * 
end of December 1789, wrote to the mi- 
nister, requesting him to fulfil his original 
agreement, stating at the same time that he 
had’ various other plana whichjifc conceived 
of the greatest consequence J to the corres- 
pondence of die kingdom and particularly 
of die metropolis and its neighbourhood, 
waited this fiuahadjastmeut to enable 
him to carry into executjon - and that fur- 
ther delays now voae from the peculiar and 
unfortunate circmwsfaiaces which ‘occurred , 
at that tinte, andth&consequen t effibAras^ 
ments of government, 'andat la?t -frfira da# 
difficulties the petitioner experienced in*|ii#L 
pecufiiwy concerns j wearied but* with these ,\ 
continued* mortify ing and, vexatious delays, 1 
to vfhiqh he saw 110 probable en d. , amfr * 
against* which, or to cbm pel the performance* 
of iu$. agreement; he had uo\ legal 
he, id die earnest desire of die • 

cons^nteSr to conti n ue Yu r they H to acty ith the. 
limited and iflto&rtain pojssp^e’hjdferb) 
done, but osier tfih strongest afetyanceteeMi^* 
the part of thffislibu^a« 

ho fntupe interfPtegce with Jus rcgulattiM „ 
from the General. Post Office, anci tfia% h# 
should feel himself equally projected and 
advantage^ mb all r Aspects as if possessed 
the intended ftdent Grant of 17® 
that he^might be' assured his agreeintMitV^s ’ 
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equally valid w if sanctioned by’an act pf 
parliament; and that apon afeer* near ap~ 

• pranfment was sentto hips, and he was paid, 
after seven years delay,, the whale arrears 
of the salary an<J per centre to that time, 

1785/but he was allotted ndSii^ 1 for hi^l 

r pievious to the comAenceane^l 6f the 
in August 1714, or for his ‘subsequent 
great expeuoes hi Engbnd, or even in France* 
Or Ire Lftid, nor was there any mentioned 
reversion of the situation for any of his 
family* as he was JesT to expect in fhe modi- 
fication of his agreement <in Lp 85* but he 
nfras told he mustlQoli fa.a^dxnple recom- 
mence for all this In the great and increasing 
advantages of * his per centimes ; aqd that 
however convenient the petitioner found 
this svm for the settleipfifit $f his pecuniafy 
difficulties, in conseuuitace of his attention^ 
to this business, c ana whatever pleasure he 
felt at the an cars, according to his modified 
.agreement, being thus honouraffiy dis- 
charged, r yet he lievef failed expressing: bis 


or tome effectual cn&sjure adopted# to put 
an end to # it£ and that at last the postmaster 
general suspended the petitioner, in March 
1 79$, for disobedience pf their orders, un- 
der this nominal appointment, *which be had 
been compelled to Act with to the best of lus 
judgment, and independent of the postmas- 
ter general ; for, had he not done so on 
eveiy occasion be thought necessity, and* 
according to tljp ‘powers described in the pa- 
tent appointment drawn up in 1785, and 
assured to binary the minister, he never 
could lAaureamed his plan into execution, 
or the public been in the enjoyment of its 
tages 5 ami that after various remon- 
strances and answers Jjetween the postmas- 
neralanfi himself at the*Bonrd of Trea- 
and mm which, on the part -of tbc 
tioner, fop minister expressed himself 
shed, he fra s compelled to leave the con- 
duct of his plan to the office, as w as origi- 
nally intended, after he should have perfect- 
ly established it, but, of course, considered 
that ho was not to be prejudiced tu the pro- 


dissatisfaction at the Patent Appointment <if I fits Wing from his agreement j and he in- 
ti to him, or hi ultima ted to the minister, that be still was 


1/85 nbr being yet granted 
original agreement not being fulfilled, and 
liis fear* and apprehensions of the conse- 
quences both to the public, his plan, and 
to himself; and that fo? some little time 
after this, however, the petitioner proceed 
ed uninterruptedly, and to his satisfaction t 
tyit it being, soon known at the Post Office 


that he had fi* legal authority, ^dependent 
of the Postmaster General, the old oppo 
sitton and intrigues revived, and were pur 
sued for a considerable time, or at intervals, 
in a manner that pught naturally be expect8d 
where prejudice was so deeply rooted, ^md 
power itvthe exercise of persons so complete- 
ly at variance With each ether, and v^hose ideas 
6f business, and foe'inode of conducting 
it/ * wdre so different ; and thgt the former 
ifowarrahthblex conduct to defeat the plan on 
one aide, aiyl unavoidably so tq protect it 
on the other wefe ftgain retorted to ; on*eve- 
pj vision Which the petitioner conceived 
of fmportanc^to his plan, or the revenue, 
he acted in the best manner he could for its 
udvmxtfege, and to algrai and deter^he office 
frbm interfering in iu conduct ; and, con- 
fitihfin the spkitOf his original agreement, 
|39%«**dg imgdpt JiaghjWies the post- 
mjster-genqpri ove?iA»7lSwted hjs agree- 
ment, am appeaWd to the minister, which 
teneraty produced a temporary cessation to 
this hdrratting and injurious interference 
with IBs regulations, and he was frequently 
fewrorfbme line or other should be drawn. 


to proceed to further great and exten- 
□provemeqfs^ of material importapyc 
the; public convenience and^he levenue, 
granted the requisite poweis promised 
him ; # and that, some time after this decla- 
ration a warrant was sent to the post office 
for tni ,payfficnt of the petitioner's aereai s 
(according to his modified ^igieement in 
17S5) to ^pril 1793 ; and the Boaid of 
r R'€SSSry gave him notice tlut they had set- 
tled an allowance of jfJOOOper ann. on 
him for his life, in cdin^gisation for hi* ser- 
vices ; and that to ibis the pcwUioi^r declared, 
as he invariably had done, thanfesi«juld con- 
sider himself extremely ill treated if he was 
paid m any degree ediort of his actual 
agreement; that JVlr. Pitt had a right, if 
he thought pioper, and as might suit his 
political convenience, to^ hspense with his 
Services, but hfecoulcTHSt in justice dispense 
with the engagements hejiad entered into 
with the petitioner ; anJ ^mn?, m » 
her 1^4, after the usual period had elapsed 
of yaking up the annual accounts at the 
Geffisral Post Offices, the petitioner sent a 
memorial to the Lords Coipmissioneis of the 
Treasury, stating his •agreement, and re- 
quiring ]Po4t Offices accounts to April 1794* 
and the^»wn«t of the balance of salary 
aftd per ceotage due to him beyond thp sum 
|.he had beeppaid (of ^f?O0Q), In August, 
frfr various applications apd waiting 
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he received au auirys# stat- 


ing', that their lofdthlp* wete^of winitm]l>y indtvi8o«J» of «*inerft talents, wall 
that the mm of ^3000 per annum ft* bis Wited to their rdjttotive 'department*. *Hi&' 
life Wip a just and fiill compensation'tor the bad been aided ia (heir- councils by collfa- 
serviceS h$ jiad rendered, and that they did| gWS «Jwiy distinguished. They had stood" 
not' think themselves justified Oh the high in’ the japiskm of parKaihent, aqd in 
part of the public to make any addition to| the esteem and respect of foreign cbuntrith. 
that allowance ; add thht, i^ January 179®, In closing thia description he felt a want of 


> (being shortly after the next meeting of par* la 
liamteut) the petitioner hatting advised with Ld 


p 00 ei^geas what was due to (he 
hr of his honourable friend (lord 

n~\ . i 1 


his counsel in the further stops necessary to Grenville) j to the integrity, and 

be taken in this harrassinjUfdsiness, jfesent- energy, of his mind 3 to his indefatigable 
ed to the Board of Treasury a remonstrance eeal in |he "discharge «of his public duties 3 
to their answer, and proposed, - ** that If their to his solicitude for the interests, security, 
lordships conceived' themsdves unao^to and prispe^^mf tfcd emffrre. It was fair 


to their answer, and proposed, - ** that If their to his solicitude for the interests, security, 
lordships conceived' themselves una&te to and prfape \y «bf tfrd cmfrrpe. It was f^r 
pei form the agreement mad^with him, an to attribute toTUllF an administration some 
application might betoade to^parliament on part of the wonderful increase which h£L 
the subject, when tire agreement, as well taken place in our manufactures, commerce^ . 
n<s hi« merits and his conduct, mrht h« fbllv and navigation, in* the course of the last' * 


as his merits and his conduct, aright be 
investigated ; and thas although an iipWer (l yegr.' Tfie pipers for which he Vouk} 
was promised in time for fneT petitioner to npw moy/ would exhibit proofs of that 
make such appeal, he did not receive it till increase fax beyond all expectation and 
the dissolution of parliament was qjetermlned examp¥.—-Th* dbmparative account of 
on, and he had to wait the meeting of the impqjts would shew^that the total- afalue,* 
new one in the following year, when la elusive of prize goods, and of the India 
committee of the house was appointed “ To jdfid Chiita 'trade, had been, « / 

consider of the agreements made wittf the" For the year 1804 * - • ^22,016,000 

petitioner foi the reform and improvement — m ■ r-w 1805 • * « - 23,130,000 

«f4he*Fost Otftc^m4^iie«re venue, add 4 to ■* 180Q - - 24,358,000 


and navig 

jegr.' Ill 


pipers 


which he Vould 


committee of the house was appointed “ To Ufid 
consider of the agreements made wittf theT Fo 
petitioner foi the reform and improvement | — 
«f4he*Fost Otticym4^iiv«re venue, add 4 to 


inquire in id flie causes of his *u*pctosio\, Their lordships would be aware that a 


and report to the house the evidence recej#- 1; 
ed 3” and that, in May 1797, the crtTynit- t 


lo proportion of those imports consists 
materials of manufacture, such as flax. 


tee, after being occupied above five pveeks hemp, hides, iron, wood, yam, dying 
on tflfe subject, reported * to the TuJftse the goods, wool, and cotton \ o necessary 
evidence received, which was oitfered to be consumption, such as, wine, spirits, oik, 
printed, and fully proved the agreement fish; fruit, and grain.—The comparative 
made with the petitioner as before stated, value of British produce and manufacture 


■—Ordered to lie upon ihe table. 
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# Tuesday, March 26, 

fCoMMTRcn of tub Country]. Lord 
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exported from Great Britain for the saa\e 
period, hid been * • 

Fdf year endiitgian. 5, 1805 ,£23,035,000. 

— 1806 «25 ,004,000 

4v 1807 27,SOT,00Q 


[CoMMrRcn of tjiib Country]. Lord — * — r4» — - ■■■«» 1807 27^OT,00Q 
Auckland called the attention of tlifc house And here it might be % material to rpmai^, 
to a practice, which, from a sense of duty, that a simiMr account* for the year ifg 4„ 
he had so«^fien pursued, in bringing hdd amounted bnly to 16,7%L\)00L 9 Hu 
forward, for the uMgimation of parliament# woolfl not enter into the (jpUiltfS but would 


rte was more especially induced to tin 
as* he had resigned a tew days & g £ % ft 
Presidency of the committee of councU|f< 


Presidency of tl 
1 tifcfle, an office 
resnonsibility/j 
undertake or fi 


office of gteat impbrianc^ and lordships wh] 
ity, ’which no prudfentlnan would of Scotland S 
or Bold, Tinlesg lU felt th vft be England *8 


he hardware and woollen goods. He bad also 
for seen, Viih much satisfaction, ahd their. 


unaertaKe or noict, unless be lett t had he J£ngian<v UMrenects 

could have the confidence am co-pperatifln British energy, utidgf an enlightened dmfc • 
of a strong and enlightenel govemmenV provident government!* Such was th$ 
He was proud to believe that he had possess- actual pcedioAment of the British ompke, 
the unfeserved confidence ot^ govern- 'which opf Unprincipled and. ih>p)acable' # « 
nsentxntitled to those epithets. The talent enemy bad vaiftly hoped to reduie to a, 
olficesVf^tbat go^ernrtVnt hud been filled bankruptcy, both j>f finance and of com* 
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• m*r«. % A» to the bankruptcy* -finance, caUed the atlenhon.of fWs.r lordships to the. 
lnt *able friend (lord Grenville) had shewn, subjecco) which he had gtren nbtice wstw- 
and had proved, to the conviction, and day. , The principal jwintoofliia lordships 
benefit, of his successors in office, and to . fpeecli, which occupied rpwards #f three 
his countrymen, that new taxes »e fto Ion- |ionrs.in the delivery, were to the follow- 
e«f necessary, even'/or a pAlonged war ing effect.— Ido not m« «i to offer any objec- 
on the actual state of expenditure. As to won to the motion wMch has just been 
any failure in commerce, tbSaccpunts now made j but I rife for the purpose of stating, . 
to be produced would give a splendid exhi- ..as yonr Jordships.all know it is competent 
bttion of imports and exports, far beyond for me on this ^oestion to do, tlie circuin- 
what it nad ever been in any period of. stances wliicb JnWeJed to the present situa- 
peaceorof war.—Havjngsaid, inthp^opening tion of public afipwa. I mean to explaip, 
of his speech, that he had enjoy'd the full as far as I am acquainted with them, the 
confidence of the'lafe tninisters/he request- causmAvliich have brought about the change 
e<f permisskm to exptewwdwnn one great wbiOi has taken place in ins majesty’s 
is# essential point he had differed irom councils. It is^iow six years sipcc the mem- 

Acm radically .and most .decidedly. His here of a fornmr administration, of which I 
' noble friend bad been epm-ized in an, early formed a par(j thought it their duty, under 
stage cf-tbe business* that itoaras bis inten- similar circumstances* to ask permission of 
tioo tooppose even the very JimitWl measure *111* rfajesiy (Withdraw from their si tua- 
which bad been' made t bo cause, or occasion, tions. ’This determination they carried into 
of the -change of government } but^aving execution without communicating through 
stated that dissent, he never felt, he never any channel to the public the grounds which 
could feel, that alar# and anxiety winch had jjiduced them to lake that step. I par- 
: others feel, or pretend to feel, for -wMWticipated fully in the motives ,ot forbearance 
they call the safety of -the church. It had V> ufcich that conduct, was founded. I am 
happened to him only >wo years qgo to be far frbm now regretting that the change did 
the teller on the catholic question, when take place in thatcwqnngr. But it qi.cafcb* 

• their lordships divided 178 to 4 9 . He it^he recollection of alryaarftitifcuips, that 
knew too well the consistency and honour tht motives ot the persons who composed 
of their lordships minds to hav$. the. smallest the administration to which 1 have alluded, , 
particle of doubt, that the principles which weTe made tjio subject of much comment, 
paevailed in <1802 would equally prevail in and wfire greatly misrepresented in c«nse- 
I 8 O 7 . He sincerely lamented the misun- quence of lh at forbearance to which they 
derstanding and its consequences, whijh adhere^. On the present occasion, then, 
threatened to place this great empire in a when a change of administration lias token 
state of divisions, weakness, and distraction place, not by resignatipn, but in consequence 
ill suited to the circumstances of the war, of the exercise of the ropd prerogative, U is 
and- to.the tendency and unexampled dangers natural that I, who know UieSy^epresenta* 
Of .the tffnet on which., we are thrown, tions which occurred in a former instance^ 
X»rd -Auckland concMded. by moving for should wish to avoid similar imputations, by 
t£yf ral acctgmts of the official and real im- making to your lordshifls, and thro’ you to 

•* the country, a fair explanation of all the 

circumstances which have gijfeq rise to the 
fxistmg situation affairs. But 1 

have still a mtffch stronger claim to your 
lordships indulgence iu 
ment. It has happened tbaFWBOT 

fc" already appeared, containing 
fals| anagarbled representation of the cir- 
cumstances to which 1 allude $ and here let mft ," 
ask the noble lords on the other Vide, whether, 
they can -point (Jut any period* of the history 
of<hiscountry La which it ever happened that, 
such a pu&licatf>n was made ? I speak of the , 
publication of the minutes of advice given to 
*hi$; maje|Q^by his (ate ministers. That** 
advi qcw ns given tp his majesty in writing* 
and though it was proper that die p^j^rihovd4 


opr IS into, ana* expom jroiu wrcai ahiuuu, 
/ua nine yteajft, ending the 5th January, 
160^3 and «also {pr comparative accounts 
- of Briti sh shipping for the same period! 
^fl^Earl oi^JVeitifioreland said, be did 
not rise to contrbvert the statements of the. 
. noble lord7 but merefy to observe^that the 
grounds .of such a statement prorea the ad- 
jniuistration -of whjch the ashte lord formed 
upkHlneed to Tnegoyrnment of a 

Tkfe question on the n^leW’j motion was 
put, he accounts ordered accordingly. 

f my* of Apministbation.] Lord 
bury rtnqved, that thechqpse at its 
^adjourn jo Wednesday sen’ night. 
Gr&tviffe immediately rose, and 



VASti:) 

be transferred to the persons who succeeded 
to the administration, in order Aat; they 
might know the grounds upon whichtheir 




predecessors were dismissed, it was a very Itbe period of the change of administration,/ 
extraordinary proceeding in those persons to to wnich I have already referred, *your lord- 
authoriee its publication. If they thought ships know that a greatjuid illustrious stated 

.1 r . r i- j' :: /M. t - 


it a fit document for public discussion, either 
in or out of parliament* there were two ways 
iu which they might kavp proceeded, in 
order to promote a constitutional investiga- 
tion. They might have crate down Jp par- 
liament and stated, that improper advice had 
beeu given to the crown, an(l upon that 
statement moved an address to his majesty 
for the production ©f the toaperj or tlifey 
might have adopted another c<\rse. If they 
found upon their accession tAihe govern- 
ment, "that evil counsels hadJpeen given, 
they might have advisigl hisjfcjesty to .lay 
those counsels before parliOTcfct, in order 
that those from whom they preceded might 
receive the punishment they- melted. Hut 
will the noble lords on the opposite side 
vindicate the publication of a paper of 
important nature in the manner jt has tajfen 
place ? I must again -ask them whether tliey 
can refer to any instance, in the history of 
‘ e^mntry similar ^nib- 

aliuii hafr^Wf^artyviev 


realms. I have, fay lords, no complaint to 
make * t have only to state what is necepsgry) 
for tfee .vindication of ‘my 'own character. — At . 


man, (Mr. Pit ^40 whom I never can alludw - 
but with sqntinXjsts of the most unfeigned 
respect, was at the head of hi* majesty’s 
government. My lords, in the year IpOl , it ' 
was the opinion of that illustrious statesman 
in which # opi ni ou I completely concurred^ 
that largeYfurtber concessions should be 
made t* tl\catholic# of Ireland. It wap 
then thought ^fcpedieii* that a me^ipqufor 
that purpose should be proposed to pairing 
ment. That proposed measure not meeting^ 
with his majesty V approbation, thd conse- 
I quence was resignation of the thfto roi- 
|9 nisters. Tkeeesult was different in the pre- 
sent caser, for reasons which \ shall presently 
state, /at that period thought it my duty to 
resigm and cheartuliy^sacritice all per- • 
soqj^onsideratians wnich may be supposed 
| jjgTattach to the situation of one ot tys ma- 
| jesty’s ministers. My lords, I will sacrifice, 
those considerations* over and over again, 
upon the same principle. It is undoubtedly 


the, „ . . 

licaliun pailj views or anymtbdfc | true^ that no pledge was given to the catho 

motive, ever been made ? Under these c«lljc^ 
cmnstances, however, I could not. j^fran^irer 


of Ireland that further concessions to 
m shouklebe one of the results of the ’ 
from desiring to lf|j' before your lorffiifys | uVmij their consent was undoubtedly not 
the ttflrh of the case on Hi is impdftant sub- i purchased by any such«promise, • it is wett 
ject, which had, in consequence of the pub- 1 known, however, from the speeches in pa*- 
lication 1 have noticed, become tniv^ubject : liarrrent, upon the great question of the 


of conversation and misrepresentation in 
every coffee-house, for this purpose, I 
was induced to askrleave of his majesty to 
make the stffimC/iit I am about to lay before 
your lordships ; for without that permission, 
f should not, most anxiously as I desired to 


union, and we know that what is said in 
pqjtfament, somehow or other becomes 
known to the public, that she understanding 
upon the subject fcrtainly was, that further * 
concessions to the catholiosof IrefcirkT, might, 
and ought *o be a mt&sure consequent «ipon ' 


explain every circumstance connected with ! the -union. That such* a measdte wS$ rat 

j only politic and expedient, but ^absolutely 


the important tiansactioifs that have taken 
place jJawMgfcgn this opportunity of ad- 
"•dressing your lorafejup^ Bat my a p plica-* 
tion to his majesty was receipted with all that 
Jyndnes^mcMer^rness to the feelings of 
otBHWSWfflffims royal mind is so emi- 
nently distinguished, and I shall 
terta in the strongest sense of gratitude |or 
* benevolent condescension with which tne 
permission I solicited was granted. Having 
nowstated the gtonndf on whffch I think itowilJ j 
appear that an explanation oamy part was 
indispensably called for, it Jcarcely can bg 
necessary for me to assure your lordships, that 
whatever I may say in addressiflg'you will 
b%yraomjumicd with every feelmg o£*re- 
is due to the sovereign oTthcse 


necessary, was the opinion, as f hSve already 
stated, of tint great and illustrious statesrSan, t 
Mr. it was also the o pinion oflri^ 
great and illustrious rifal, 
eminent statesmen concurred in opinion in ; 
three geejt measures of policy, the establish* . 
ment of tne sinking funds the abolition of. 
the African iAtitffittade, ami the Necessity of * 
further conceteionTfo the IfeftthoJic 
land. J’h^ nWSnr 

adopted «o its fir!? opposition ; the secoiM,*' 
the abolition of the African slave t Add, met 
with much, in my opinion, mistaken; oppo- 
sition, butjnas at length been carried.* ThgV 
third, that of a system of conciliation arid 
kindness to the catholics of Ireland* remtRus 



y&kWb * tarried into execution ;*But itfftfti 
upgu grounds of such unavoidable necessity* 
%t l think it is; impossible for Hay man* 
aner weighing on the one hand the oh- 
jec^ons which hyvebeen urged against it, 
tflld on the other th£gdva^pk -which must { 
inevitably flow from it* t^j&sist the com- 
ing to this conclusion, tkjfit is* a measure 
which'* for the welfare of the country*, 
ought to be sphedHy adopted. It was in 
this view that wra former occasion I sacrific- 
ed my situation in /be government* and 
that sacrifice I was ready to m&ke again* 
being convinced* that* four miUfonstof our 
iieUoipr subjects in Ivelambm^o be govern - 
jyfby conciliation and kindness* and not by 
persecution. In oonsequence of circumstances 
which occurred in the situation of public 
atimrsf which it is npt uobwcsary here to 
restate, overtures % w*re rdpeatMy made to 
me to take a part In his majesty’s codicils. My 
answer, to- all such overtures was* ^»at my 
eovtrrqjga might always . command ^tny 
services in any fiame of government whjfh 
might formed* but at the same- time% 
always explicitly declared, that l never 1 
would forego my right testate my sentiments 
on .this question* in parliament* whenever 
any occasion should occur wwhich might call 
for such a statement. A time arrived wbto 
the Roman catholics of Ireland thought m? ( 
to represent to parliament the 6tate of thejlr 
grievances. •JThey did me the honour to 
afqriy to me tcfpresent -their Petition; [See 
vol. 4*. p. 97 .] I felt that application* my 
lords* to be an honour* because it was a 
proof of the opinion those persons entertain- 
ed. of my conduct and sincerity. I* complied 
with their wishes. But hf re, my lord* it 
is proper \ha4l should correct a misapprehen- 
sion whitli has very generally prevailed on 
It is fiot true* as has been 
fl:eqhently # assertedr^that the consent of the 
Roman catholfcs of Ireland to the union was 
purchased i« consequence of any promise 
mgdetothem'of a measure of complete ton- 
Sffiafton cerftin, from the debates^ 

that took place on the Union* that it was 
understood that the catholic question should 
iie. folly, const Awed* sfldon this ground 1 
-considered myselfboartd taJ&M^thetr claims 
Offitps, " The ysult of the 

known. raea- 

sam, lar^bas it was* could not be cansidered as 
producing, *its revival at afoture period* or 
% 1 imposing* anypledge on parliament not to 
accede tpfoe'cathblic claims to the foil ex- 
talk in which they were, then matai In a 


fewmonthsafterj had the honour to make 
the appltiatiea, foe result -of which I have 
Mentioned* the country had foe misfortune 
to lose the great statoman who was at the 
head of the existing administration. His 
majesty was then pleased to think that;; 
under foe rircnjnstaneetfn which the country * 
was placed* I might be of use to him and to 
the pbblidj and directed me to assist in form- 
ing a Stew government. I did form one, 
which^ from tife ^materials of which it was 
composed, and. me -principles on which its' 
members agfoed to act together* appeared 
to me best calculated for promoting the in- 
teifsts of the tountry* The sentiments bf 
most of the gfrsons who became members 
of this s i&stratioU, Upon the catholic 
question* wefc well known from their*public 
decorations, And particularly in consequence 
of the disciufiftfr which had recently taken 
place bn’thflfsubject. When, therefore, we 
were called! to the councils of our sovereign, 
no man could suppose that we were called 
iav.qpy other manner than that in which 
ministers ought constitutionally to discharge 
fheia duty ; namely* to give on all proper 
occaAons to his majesty* conformably tb the 
oath Ve had fair, and jvwghw 

counsel* and not to withlflfttWbat advice 
fitoa interest* ejection or any other motive. 

I tfooiet make this assertion* my lords* from 
oqrn recollection onlj'. Within these 
few days foy sovereign has declared it fb be 
conformabjp to his recollection also* and 
authorised me to confiim this statement* 
not from myself only, but from him. After 
what had recently happened* it will not be 
supposed that it could be the desire of the 
late administration to prVssj^e catholic 
question, or to revive any measure known 
to be'painful to the feelings of a great person- 
age, to whom every rSpect is due, unless 
the pressure of unavoidable necessity compell- 
ed us to bring it fowarcL^WWkityered 
furselves* therefore ,^y^Vom the character 
of the persons to whom the government of 
Ireland was entrusted, mojjj^ausesot^ij^ 
satisfaction in the peoplecu^BST i ?Sffm^» 
woa^iminished. The manner in which 4 
thejbobie person at the bead of that govern* 4 
raent (the duke of Bedford) executed tfflT* 
laws, and thejustbut conciliating spirit of his 4 
administration, *gave uffreasdn to hope that 
the unanimity |go touch desired in the sister 
kingdom migpt at last be accomplished, 
ws had but one wish* the Welfare and 
security oLtffe whole empire ; and, by knitj* 
tinestogclner the hearts of all hift 


joiner tbe beqrt* of all hi* nrmej^a* 
!,■ we cherished the Jtope^Mt \hfat 


great object might b& attained, We were parliament* With regard to the general 
induced to pursue tins conduct* as well question, Ibesitatfe not* to declare ittqtio 
because we knew the agitation of the subject my oploinn, tliat *• the Homan Catholics, by 
might prove painful in a high quarter, a*| .pushing forward their petition at the present 
because the recent decision of parliament lmoroent, have acted highly injurious to 
had rendered it very unlikely that ft could be ItheUr own interest#, araPto the interests rif 
carried, while it wqs probable that it would v the empire at mrge. ft was therefore my 
revive animosities. One of the first objects anxious wijh, 3 bwell as that of those vvho 
of the late administration, therefore, was to acted with me, to devise some means by 
prevent, if possible, the revival of the Catholic which the discussion of the general question 
question. In the first session of parliament in parliament might have been prevented, 
our endeavours were suofiessful j bht the and nothing appeared tp us better calculated 
state of Ireland during the last-year was not for that puVjose than the bilb Which wa H 
so satisfactory ; disturbances bad broken out intended to aU the .subjects of his' 

in several districts,* disturbances of that majesty* the n^faSMtiMritypig every iJgscruJ- 
nature which this measure wls particularly tion of military employment About loirW 
calculated to prevent. Them commotions teen years ago, the parliament of Ireland^ 
were, however, composed by lhe ordinary opened to the Ron^n catholics the army, 
exercise of the civil gdminidration of the with the exclusion, only of the rank ofbtom- 
country. Such was the lovWW justice and , mander in dne f, mastcy- general of the prd- 
Jenity which distinguished the nSble duke at nance, ang general of thesnfff. With these 
the head of the government of Inland, that exceptiqfjs* his nu^esty was enabled to givfe 
he carefully avoided resorting to any extra * commissions in the army to all hisjgdhalic . 
ordinary measures in repressing these dtetujj^ suly^cts in Ireland j afTd there was no doubt, 
ances, and his system of conciliation ifad from Uie< construct ion of the net, # that it 
proved succe&ful. At the time these evlnts opened to theiix*the navy also, in so far ah 
occurred in Ireland, the attention o& hi$ the authority oi'Hbe, Irish parliament could 
^aj^jr^ovemme^ couutryj was ( extend to 'that service. As this act, however^ 

an Juoubl^itesWCfrto " u e means of raising si 1 could not extend tp the catholics in Great 
great military force, which the total destauM Britain, it operated as an obstruction to the 
tiou of the power of Frussia had iej*depd Smoval of t be military force from the one 
more than ever neqpssary for the security t>f country to the other. So absurd, so in- 
die British Empire. No ■roeasnr oD a uJ d be congruous a state of haw, nevqy existed i» 
so well calculated to promote that end as one any nation m the world. Instead of asking 
which would induce die sup&njjppdant whylit is not put an end to, the question 
population of Ireland to enter iuto the army ought rather to be, how it is possible that it 
and navy, and for such a proceeding die coyit have existed so long ? In such a state - 
great carl of Chatham had set an important of things, was it to be wondered that we* 
example, when, in order to remove the shook! endeavour* to apply a remedy, and 
disaffection oF the Highlands of Scotland* when we were to propose to the fat frolics in 
tiled nearly in the same situation as Ireland every part«of the eufyire to enter iftto*tb& 
now was, heheldodt inducements for the army or the navy, we fesolved n«t to\nal^e* 
population of those districts to enlist in the that proposition upon sntaraw priteifffe, 
to the state of Ireland, but to call them to a liberal system of ser- 
-Tinlii Ine wealthyj^mj^ could be interest- |Vice, and to apen to them ejeiy rank. HltajJ 
ed, by having opportunities of providing for however* another point arose, which it wAs 
thg_ younger bmq qkes °f their families, necessary to meet fair If. 
suBlWIWHiffBfbrded to the same descrip- j the Irish parliament thought proper to open 
tion of persons in this country, it wgf Jn [ to tfre Protestant dtstteoter# in Ireland, not 
vain to expect that they would exert thftr only the na^Wmd the Army, but all employ- 
^Mhencs in recruiting for the army. Deride, | menu whateM^jlherefom in 1793/ wJjtn % 
those persons who have the chaise of reli- it 'tell to thwpt oTtny n 0% fri 6 ncL«&yaJ 
gious instruction in that counter, will never, was then 1 

with auy zeal, encourage menlto enter into meet, to 'propose rhe achpis&ion ot the* cab - 
a service where jthe exercise of f heir worship tbolics into th 4 army and the 'navy, Tie had 
is not protected by law. It was to remove 1 no occasion to enter into any consideration 
these difficulties that the measure which bad as to the situation of the dissenters In # # . 
be^aJafely withdrawn in tins home of con ** England, however, the ca*‘ is different;, 
mens \?V jj/roduced to the cuu<>ideratl 8 » of here dissenters are excluded from all pubiflb 



9m M, 1 [**>• 

0N$faymcnt& unless they lake a^acrameijtal I whqm I acted? bad reason to suppose that 
4 teC which is contrary tb thd principles of i the nature of the measure wa$ fully under- 
JlhSr religious faith. If we had adopted the 1 stood, which, Jrom my heart and soul, I 
Elfish act of 17P3 in this*couqtry, the eatho»J suri convinced it was^not. I only mean to 

* lies would have been admitted to officer justify our characters by stating the reasons 

firdrn which the prdiestami, wjere excluded! which induced us to suppose that no m'sap- 
Let me ask your loiushi^ jyhether such JP prehension existed. In doing tins, my lords 
treasure would not have^gwakc^ed the at- it will be nece&ary for me to recapitulate the 
tention of the proteitant dissenters? And different stages of the proceedings which 
what answer ccmjd you have given to them* took place, ^he draft of the Bill was laid 
if thef asked you to explain the reason of before the king tor his approbation. That 
the distinction made between ihepi and the draft Contained m recital of the Irish Act 
catholics ? Regarding the quej^ion, then, with the restriction. It then proposed that 
under all those.pointtof ^ uc " the services o'f catholics should be receded 

€d to form the that the mea- without any restriction, and no condition 

be submitted to parliament iu the required but toe taking of oath of alle- 
form of an aqt, should, after reciting tlie giance. Wjren this draft whs submitted to 
danger to which the empire was exposed, his Majestyf I thought I had done every 
also recite the remedy* by Mhich all hearts thmg on thdLubject jvhich my duty rc qnired 
and hands might be united fty warding off of me. AM»tfrds, however, I learned that 
every attempt tff* the inveterate sjbe of this difficulties raere stated, nnd that there was a 
country. Iam aware that much fe^y be ex- repugnant in his majesty’s mind to the 
pectedtobe said on the manner in which •measure. A written answer to this effect 
fhefflfeAure was br6ught forward. %^the reccii ed by his majesty's servants, and 

first place it may be observed, that it is the to^rluch a representation was returned. I 
duty s 6f all members of parliament to pro- aim suie, my lmds, there is no man into 
pose those measures ^bich they may con- whose hands that representation may hate 
ceive to be conducive to the welfare of the fallen, hut must^^ rd it m a 
country. In the like manner it is the duty and respectful address,^ ^stt bri i^c ^ ^firto be 
of the members of government to subm^ to Resented to the best of sovereigns by bis 
hit majesty such measures as tiiey m$y tbnrj^ On that representation his ma- 

cakulated to piomote the interests of tfie jesT^wa* pleased to gi\q orders that the bill 
public. If his irwjpsty should not approve might bc-submitted to parliament. A dis- 
of any mea&re they may suggest, theyiiave patch was immediately sent, to Ireland, in 
(hen to ebuse whether they will abqpdon order jj^rins majesty's consent having been 
that measure, or tender theii resignation to obtained, it might be communicated to the 
their sovereign. I need not tell yotf)~jny catholics. At the conference which took 
.loros, that in thg recent instance which nas place in consequence of this proceeding be- 
occurred of this difference of opinioi\> the tween the government of Ireland and cer- 
former course was tbit which was adopted- tain persons, who possess great influence 
In tfre other case, in «i 801, when a similar with the catholic body, a question wasaskeft, 
"tneasAie was propped to the king, and dis- whether the rank of general of the staff, ami 
afjpifoed by Iilm^e administration of that other employments, fiom which the catho- 
day thought « proper to resign. In the pre- lies were excluded by theacyj£4£ft^viere 
gem case, .however, the samq result w'as g to be laid open answer giveii 

brbaght about itf a different manner.* The on the part oft his majesty’s gbvernment iff 
n, and it was intend- Ireland jyas, that from jhe words of the di s- 
ed to suffer" il'to drop entirely * but his ma- patch they understood 
jes ty had, in the mean time, thought fit to toii&gUowed to hold every rank m the army 

• appoint a new adounsstration. ^Cshall, my aif8Th?iiavy. The lord lieutenant’s dispatch, 

| folds, 'endeavour to state as possi- containing the account of this confefe*£&, 

_bk^the circtm^nceM^nicn^kava rise, to was, as all such dispatches are, communicated 
I'JBli WJi-W of the na- to Ju« majesty^ and by himTeturned without 

.ftae and extentof tflfihvusme^rgjjosed ap- any comment, In answer to it, another dis- 
pears to have taken plfice, andf the statement patch was aeift to It eland, for the purpose of 
of that misapprehension comes from a quar- ’giving fall information of the nature of the 
ter to which 1 gite the most implicit credit* measure to the catholics, which was also laid 
*ln the explanation I am about to make, 1 before Ills majesty. This dispatch contoyjfed 

ouly fttsh to shew that I, and t^osc with copsiof the clauses of thebv^^Ima re- 



... f .In A*... i 4 



que*tio»i jrfhickhad jScen put b A[ aol here perm 1 

n the afilrfeatiw^rt# «IT<W| tt#Wp kfipwgqjhtpg <f gassedf 


mark Vifi subjoined, tb#*liese W8R 
open the army and tortry tQ fcd'Rofftinp^lfa* W 
(holies* rtuT Enabled the lord lfeuteuajttfO’ 
answer the q ‘ B — ' t ^ s2 ~— 

that point in c”~™ -- - ^ -» — # *v t, 

have stated lias taken 'placed wmf must be di J some to tty ft 
feelings of men wife %ad>ittTil^ello^s ptdwr I^t»d eontealqij 
cpttottstrtseniom openly m«k olF thdifrbav^faHtftat me ti 
ing deceived hi* mdjesty # Tiil-Godls sajce, Weplare,, *|wl p 
my lords, let’us stand dear tof *tH*s fed! 6a- T ‘ “ *'* 

lumny. dW^pnjHstl^eccuse^ I will 

not say of deceiving four atfblaSIe>aiftl benevo- 
lent wwereign, blit Of t>bt n^kigTiom Snyman 
by fraudulent md&ns, bis ^consent fa a mea- 
sure which he ’dttijfpro^ed l l have 'stated 
what was the understanding <* my colleague* 



been fornMU f 
im ool ortlly gave rise to an 
d^ire for to*ptan»a>n,pn our psrt ; . 
e permit observe, that while 


i/bave been guilty of 
His majesty .^Svbo knows 

il&je, .has the" gopdnes? to 


»r , of a noble 
Win alt lift 
mope refined 
ir than lord 


c ui 

on this subject, mid, ui phrti 
viscount, Who had a Principal 
transactions ; and a*4<m of 
and punctilious sense of W 
Ho wick does not Oust. JMfcJl to t\e lutdf that 
noble lord to receive thos£ officii directions 
which he undeistobd authoi ised him to submit 
the measui eto the consideration of parHarrait. 
Here, indeed, ndifferenceofopimon arosrfbe 
tween the person to whom the -question was 
addressed and t.je pci >>011 who asked it, is to 

mm — iMk Jlrri — — ought to, 

have piuTO^S^ 11 1 ill's much, however?I 
say, that the person who ititodd fhequefctij 
came away with the impression (hattiibj^r- 
xnission solicited \\fcas granted, Raft- 

ing aftnast at the doordf the cfataber in 
which the conference took' place, ^md I wit- 
nessed the effort of tiie recCut impn^nirip on 
the mind qf lord Howick. lie stated tp me, 
that he had obtained permission to introduce 
(he bill. ' On my cutenng into the clumber 
immediately .after, I forbore to^allnde to 
what Was considei^d a delicate subject, ahd 
lfbt a word was said to me lespectijig the 
conference \\ hich haeftjust taken place with 
lord Howick. This Conversation occurred 


i%efate f wHvch 

was only a AiS^ttncem prjncfpfe, #nd that 
all that ^ad passed* Vowery occasion, was 
strictly t 8kidur&ble. t 3$tia, my^Onds, is i tits 
claratiqn dkgrest importance fo me','w$re it, 
only £<# pidiethe gentimeptk which prevail ' 
bt;tjbe i^yanffm^TOf how 
impbrtom h if *0 ipe when it^erves at tf\ 
*$fhnetifoe to repel the fottt calumoy wjfch >n 
*Whfah Ihave ^n^igsailed. In tbiBBittia- ,* 
, titer of affijf#! \ w ^opted a reioluliop, 
which, o£pi fHgse tfansaatjons. I confess it 
%ouk! osffor tne the most difficult (o justify, 
and Wl*h notftinglwt the mistaken impress- 
fiionwWdi we v Wten into conlsUaacpse/ 
"Wd^eternrincd to^wTthdfaw the bill. On . 
thb Friday 1 iptiiriaiea 10 his majesty the sa- 
crifice we had temvtA to make. At first 


Wgd^gldjuyJje 4lh of March ; on the 1 . 

ur!day or r r! day with that per- Lot the gre^yticpefi^S 
fcpicmty which is pecmiar to Wm, lord How-i * *”«' L ** A “ r ‘’" 

ick eicphinedtotheiiousp of Cortrs|Ohb *H^ 


ifHtRFW TO jreSsnAproposcd to tfe adopt- 
ed. The speech of that noble lord jpoq he* 
Came the subject of public conversation, frr 
IWWRiow, my lord*, that thf .jjpeecbqa^of 
members of parliament on important odd*- 
aions do, by sdtne* ftcatis dir other, g^t 
abroad j bur, notwithstafidingilhe 
Of that speech, it was not tuitir th^'Wedues’i 
day following that l ^As informed of imyqV 1 
japetbu-ha^ug at4sen t<$ The aMea^re. f 0fi 
& %|8S We ft** feC A® first tuft “ 

that* tliev iniprcaUdn^iadncJi we adpjpow 
Ypi*. JX. * 


1 *. 

if* 



», as It would then haVe appeared in a 
Tape to ’ wjfidi ;caanswerable objections 
\p}4 bayp bfeen^mado. We then informed 
hisl majesty, » that we ^were^ cjpferminVd to 
msAp a ‘stilHriore cnmpfofe sacrifice, and sq 
drop^he bill "aHpgetlitw. Perhaps it may bo - 
thought Jtfiat- wo wqnt^oo far, knit afte^ \m ^ 
tni^Ske which fed occurred, ‘it 'was 0 ur wUttl *, 
tor accommddatej - — 

aetidiis to His k* 
we d^d allow tnef* 
though y<r&m 
other measures t 
approved, we fhojatghtsit pi 
to oor&elve* the er.^t 


nrndf pa possible, our 
^J&KOgp. But when 
m to she ^round^ 
-Jp.propo^an),, 


dif&rwtL ne'flf, | pttlic_ 
tfiby»Mutimebte^t>'j$i* went" 


pel?6wfi 
tt* hH ’ 

adylseeble 

pfcaju'p; 

because 

W 7 W 
1 wvoSiiSi 
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mjr mrd% to state a circmflstattte which certain qdvke, jmd Utey should state that 
.placed his maiest/s govefameut m a situa- they hadenfetw Inter a pledge not to give if, 
*krii"in Which it w*s 'impossible it could consider, fiords; where the responsibility 
aland, as it would havte teen divested of ell -then roust fall. We should then return to 
constitutional lcymfritohty** The answer principles which most sap the foundation of 
-ty/ho represent aho» road^tos his majesty,, (the monarchy, to those, I had almost said, 
n m<9w difference ofyr 


(expressed regret thaf 
opmion should have ari*eq*^nd required a 
written declaration that we should propose 


S sholical principles, by which the Jong qf 
i$ country was once brought to answer tq 
las parliament, and considered responsibly 


i no farther concessions to the catholics* Af-y fared the. traiuffrtiom of the government. 

ter all that bad pasted, a more painful situa- 1 ^ *- — 1 — * J 

tion could not’ have arisen, 1 te# pf you, 
mv lords, to consider what are thp duties 'of 
the king’s ministers, .and what p the nature 
of thp functions th^ have «w»scharfee. It 
duty to advise the xin$ and to give, 

Without favour or affection, that counsel 
* which they think h est .fa* the country. 

Wbqtf then, would be ipe situation of any set 
of ipeo who should hind-thera^lvcs by oath<| 
to discharge thi*fiup&ftant ojffipetand at the 
earoe time bind themselves by a warren pro* 
mise npt to discharge it ? |f they meant to 
'adheft^ die. written* promise rather tityn to 
their oath, they would resolve to advise their 
sovereign always according to his wishes, 
but never accordfeg to his interests. * In no 
very remote period it foaybe necessary, for 
. Die security of a principal prt of the on? 


Those who beau know me, my lords, can 
declare*, that wbefTl came Info the servict of 
my sovereign, ft was not a matter of enjoy* 
ment, *but of duty, and I am now relieved 
irom it, at a' time wheiy he difficulties of tx-* 
ecutmg that dtfry are still of great magnitude, 
let not t bos# who have, succeeded us ima- 
gine that thfy have succeeded to an easy 
task. We yd not succeed to u a bed of 
roses,** neidktvhnve** we left “ a bed of 
roses/* Mwioble friend (lord Auckland), 
has stated/ to your lordships the glowing 
prosperity of the commerce of the country, 
yv'hicb was received with a sort of taunt 
fiOAi a noble laid on the other side. The 
commerce and the finances of the conntry 
we have left somewhat better than we found 
them. Our foreign relations we hav e left in 
q.betVr state than 1 Wt i$uB me. 


pire, to repeat the advice which has beep,re- yAowever, call the serious and anxious atten- 
ceptlv given to his majesty, for the ene%v/t\vn qf noble lords on the other side to the 
has already pretty plainly shewn against w hat bf Ireland. If persecution for the 

jwrt of thq united kingdom his first attempt sake o£ differences in religious opinu ms are 
wilfbe dlrettrd* #Ut I wish to f look atMns again to be revived in this country, can there 
ahbject in a rftill larger and more important 1 J “ *’ ~ 11 

* point of view than even the safety of Ire- 
land, if that be ^possible. Will the 
^oqstjtutiqn exist if ministers give a pledge 
of the nature of that which has. beep fie- 
scribed** And before thfe question \>c an? 
swered* let it be jrecdtected, & such 3 
<pledgp required 4 Of tbp fujnistci s who 
Juwefuptiredj ppq|l evqry fair cffli'twctiou it 

* Jlpjpn giypo by those who have 
come intq&ffice. If calamities v should bdal 

pf the united'iingdoiui and 
dbcuJd be a$wpd why certain 


the oth 

* , )* . 


advice rtetp^atag us Mtuatkm was not give^. 
* Iposf answer, that they haw given p 
to tab* that subject into fhtir can* 




y#* /sterner which 
pf the empire 


ixkp that 


V : vv»gS& 


be a question that it will produce the most 
dread ftl di^seMiops? and if, my lords, the 
system ar ted upon in Ireland by the noble 
duke who icpiescnts his majesty in that 
pouptiy, or the noble lord in the blue ribbon 
(thpcnil of Hardwicke) his predecessor, is 
to pp reveised, and a system of persecution, 
coercion and restraint to be substituted, no 
human being can foresee t]ie incalculable 
misc{uefs that will result from such a sys- 
tem. When ue> now aW3H>3?' hl&fiJf u*. 
fixed ppon o ye polWof the -British domi- 
nions where he thinks invasion practicable. 


and tpaU J . that point iurBlMxJv 
quires ^nore than ofdmary cafe, more thaa 
oi^finary Pleasures, to remove the causes of 
tty unhappy dissentions which. hr > 
• fivqp yi$q ip |his hope of die enemy, an^ 

, o If thfoj wdiiotf hqtp given ri*? m that country to 
'comer stone ttjrasp insnrreptlons which have produce^ 
such dreadfi|l%fifect$. It they do not consi- 
xler the state of Ireland with these views, 
the greatest danger ^ay result tp fhe inter 
rdsf a of tbq empire.* s * ‘ * 

T»fd Sidrmalu es^tfW*ed hft 
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any thing should have that shpoW J edp necessary ih 4 tbe'Ml. «. Their lordship 

render it necessary to state these tr|u$dc?lpn* # 1 *$ol4 feel, therefore* gist "the miscode^ 
and, as it were, raise an istfue between thdltfai might very natdrolly have arisen. At a 



having been 
remained but to request his Majesty to aHow 
them to state the **w>le ai&jf as ir 

took place. Itils permwelon had been 

§ iven, and his noble frieo<J*near *him 'had 
one his ditty, in placing the matter inftsprp. 
per light But* what, be was mo** particularly 
anxious to press upon the house, *was tUs, 
that there was a real misunderstanding ottj 
tliis business from the begi^iibg, bec^bsej 
many persons qpight he dispckd to think k 
rather, extraordinary that th A could have 
been such a misunder^andinar The coble 
viscount proceeded tifstat^Jmat irmn.the 
discussions which took place on Viis subject, 
at which he himself had been Vesept, he 
had understood that there was m intention 
to extend the measure flirther than It wjy 
cartied by the Irish* act of *793. It y(£] 
peared to him absurd that an officer in the 
army in Ireland should be Uable to a penalty, 
if holding the same office stt this country. 
dkuo^Uvr^ ep was, l fat{ 

the privilegeS of the act of 1793* were 
be extended iu this country to the Iris! 
tholics, the British catholics ouglitj^f 

jJer-Koocl 
is noble 

friend understdbd it otherwise, ^nd Mr. 
Elliot had bis doubts, and dedinecTfeivitig 
any answer to Mr. 0‘Conner, one of she 
Irish catholics, who questioned hiui on that 
subject, till the doubt should be removed. 
He then put the question to hr noble friend, 
agd learned that it was intended to enable 
the catholics to become major -gfenei alson the 
staff, or commanders in eliief. That was 
not, however, the principle of the Irish act] 
u^5^p^%*eJ^tch jcnt to his majesty 
end not contain anv thgi^thaynust necessa- 
rily imply that the measure would go be- 
^'ot though it contain- 
ed the words,*** any military commissions 
whatsoever yet these might nottt>e ufc 
^erstopd as covering the atan appointments* 
apownat might further tend to lntfd his ma- 
jesty to tlunk so, was, 9 that these alterations 
were to bo introduced as clauses in the rxAa-J 
tiny hill. And what serves further to shew. 


canid pbt takenr^oo him t& hay- That th* 
pressiofi orfard Howicfc was, that - 
Jetty had consented to carry the nr x 
thCr YhaitJChat of I7p3, hi hid 
But their Bordshlps,* ten " 

ceptiotf that had prevai, 

M the qfiing. qpd htbajppeaic^ 
the 

thettfMMlips looking at tbit won., 

trusted* think is extraordinary that upder 
the.* particular circumstances v of thia cash* 
/here should hape been a misconception.— 
As io the suq & Iteration, he should 

be glad tore any one who wftald go further 
ltd that namci than himself ; but he always 
had, ana always would fhake a diati nation 
betwpfn toleration andP^oWor, Everysub- 
ject had a right to toleration ; hut p owgr was, 
only given as a trust by the supreme power* 
Vrhich ouglrt to withheld it where the grant-* 
ingof it ftould be attended with danger,, 
He .had always opposed any minute educes- ) 
irionA, hi point of power, to the catholics, 
w Wy dangerous,; because these would 
remove' their discontents, and might 
bnti| destruction 'on the cbtrch •establish-*’ 
ineu\ When he Had entered ®fhto power* 
he ha^ distinctly Stated that he would not 
compromise his sentfments on this subject, 
as bethought they were essential to tbe pro-, 
serration of oor constitution. He would,* 
not enter upon this topic at present, bnt he 
thought tiiat. We ought to stop at*thff point 
wiiere lh# unton left Ofj and while he ab- 
horred as much as any man the rOisin^an 
outcry on account of tcU^iduw differdsm, 
yet he felt what irks due to the coisstiuition 
and the church establishment* oftbe coun- 
fty. mat* was the principle mttJwMch he, 
acted. HVkpew that nrwB Bed* 

with those ofthe wisest and heft men whom t 
this country had.evfer produced, but oti tills 
point fee bSCjudged far himself, and he 
could allow ndR flttg n authority to controul 
the # oonvic$jo|L mink* WlanV 
came into agNqfaflj gr:hwHnff' 
would wy^lweLiOTF* mfortun^teJy for the 
country be!wf ffusdveff, his o^nnion^ 1 wet* 


th it the words ** military commissions’* Known. H o had distinctly stati 


might readily be understood as not toolud 
ing, the staff appointments, was \bat the 
wowhbdir aad^appoiutments 1 ’ were consider 

a • 


u\ons, and tha^ po cohsiderutici 
dace him to dbm premise them, 
ed that (his difference should ton 
E 3 1 • 


these oph 
eonld in- 
lajpent- 




'O' ' 

was satisfied/ 2hd ’ihe ;] 


: ' 00 < 

fiffeti , bf*^^ aj (rtoUuirtmi'e- 

4 v „ .. .' ■:$&& m&c ^it£ tefcreniSe i6 Itsfu- 

i w fere sadsfiad^ihaC m3' %$jeh cons^iiedc^ * , b^thfe should beg faaye 

»t mis^oric^qm ^ ifct what had hcmB^ ^Ymg^M that 

^d'T^&I^ustKouapersmi (Mri I^tt) J/yfiibse Virtue®, 
^ earned..' ■<[ V ! ’ ; I drafter/ and unriyafled abilities, were uni* 

. .to # w^.SHw,nij^r' ‘heard! ^qptty^ admired,. 4 bfejhved, aqd /VeveredJ 
rea^atisfticfi ilfet^ «rhp upforfyiqai ely ,/ wasitbep no more, 
*— ^ Ltyp^ihU. sobjes^ Whqi $«t distingnidjed 
[pen^ had co$ne last ipto, office, tjbodgh-ie 
had Hgfpre wjth9re.wn from ’his public situa- 


oeyaiise ' c 'pe * peVcei* 


i he hdjj&j 
I that’ftis 
faose jjrin- 


liot abdmfoned 

ybfcfe theyjiad fofrutrly acted., rtjjpn m ' cofl^^ce oF! this measure, yet 
tn#ttufe iiacf been hrobgH t fo %*: ; lUiowpg , the Sanest cbpj^lfeiitious principles 
Itdonsid^rable^ Sai^actVa^tWut Mpvailejl ' agfiuisf ji, principles which 
* ougfytjo W upheld in<uhyjj«arte,r, but still 


uie 1 he 


df adplWr 


s was v cohvinew 

^^c^Sntjyr had in him in the'cabJlSdt^Se- 
^rW against tlic attest to break ild^fhe 
^urife estab)ishfaebt/7 'He < *>ns fully sen si 
Jble of the. delJjsacy ; «of the ^uX^on before ' 
the house ; he felt tfte deli^c&<&the di$-; 
;^q^io 0 when aquestidu^^^jssue^etween 
and his - "so^sfeign.' It was wit' for 
:lpnl to decide whether or not this disfcufcibn 
$fcpq Id' have been avoided. ' Much had, been 
said /fcy the noble baron and the »bl}ld -vis- 
•ipoSfrit of the ' publications tiiat hajd taken 
JpSKSe/ou this subject ' Of tliesc lie knew 
'4iSthin^, and felt as mudi regrer as any 
% s6nihatsft<ih statement^ should have f< 
tfieir w$y to the 'public, Bitt he iuqK 
"serve* that preyous to his having any know- 
ledge of tk^ .mnj&ctino^ there had jpen 
many rumours in circtij^fion, directly^con- 
trary to the fact; irndpl^ved tojbe Bojfy tW 
statement of the rfpble bafpn liirtisel^ which 
p had proceeded, no doubt; from mdhiafcaJs 
not connected wfth his majesty** goveromen t. 
,0nder^these eih'umbbanGes, he had thought 
hhi* yiitw to feqoeif * the permission of his 
isqyejfeigm afteriiejtee of theutibte baron's 
itlijg&jjon nad: been given, taJsonVtaunicate 
"the whok C^corniladccs tif bay •• his 

S jftids, ^4tl,..qr4dr, \tn*f df/ ibis discussion* 
ion Id uuffiitdbtfely come odjthey mights 
11 rte£ v it^ ^hdlb sfite'oirtlie 

__ _ 7( bA»- 

pies, both Svitff regard td flie .honour of 
e cfow^bU^t$e iptarsta ifilie epbpi^, 
khz t b4f£: kidpe&d tit m ‘ to acViS- Ure &mfs0 
&#$$&&»£’■ tefcei sdjjjecfc 

tfeefifeBip-' 

gSM/^ : IHKto#rS#uVtwp yejrfi 
djid mo^, '£ ■tstussion m I 
of parliatbhnt/ Seen decided 
l'Ja5g*st rttafe^i tf^‘ ejvd^ known j 



ojrc in that #calted qqaltei; in which they 
Listed^ ; oep Ipd, not .in consequence, ojP ^ny 
'pIedgp^Semfcded ! of hup,'. but volubtarily, f 
PPgag.ej a otJ to bring forward the question. 
He stated im$y & a faot known to him'self, 
.and riot as/a .reproach to the noble barpn 5 
Jhe^sldrbd merely what had .been the opintpb 
and feeling upon this subject of so high an 
Ssididrity, for which the noble baron most 
entertain as- sincere a respect as himself He 
had less difficulty in 9 tatihg this, because he 
had always differed from his laic light hon. 
frieiii upon thifc^^tigp. He agg^ etiy 
tel/ with the qoble Viscou'H%p»WaPff the 
alicy pursued should not be steady on this 
% jhey would be continually fomenting 
U f ouvIes* -£34 discontent^. Whilst he was 
ready ttffkhiiit tJrat no ordinary law should 
be unchaj^gaable, there we|*e fundamental 
laws \\iklch ought not to lie altered, except 
upon the utmost pressing necessity. The 
right of petition, l he, trial by jury, and the 
independence of the judges, were funda- 
mental principles of the constitution, and a 
protestant government and establishment 
fore equally so. The Same changes thkt 
nilgbt be wise with fe^pecr to other laws, 
were, not to be applied to fundamental laws. 
They might alter the 22BjytSiiCSt£Cj^ ,e 
army/ the establlHypen^c^Thena ^ 13 lu* •' 
regulations of f lie revenue, or; as they were 
at that time in the course of doi ng*, the ad- 
niinistnttipo^ of justice; HCfc^n — m i y ^T f acp 
chgnge^were to be carried iftto effect with 
i’egipe^t to the national establishment, it 
would overthrow the constitution/; *25^:^ 
doctrine rn%htbe termed bigotry: but he 
should pifefe/to any %iew fights, the t bigq- 
frjvdf ’l^SSi^wMpfe had 1 effected the revo , 
}u||oh, and established the liberties of this . 


_ , country ou the most solid foundation. Be- 

JiC charactef^fejl tilohfs 6f the fom He iliottld Udmment qpon ^hat had been 
I M broUghW t $ttMrar£ sT The it fct&S fy fhe nbbld fiardn; he begged t^fey 
had stdted e what Would, be the j a few words upon' thesubjcct of theparti- 

* * l * ^ 










1 'witfdt i mj&be&tiS ‘ *nii 
1 fttKtjMtfc of .« It i 
i -wiip/tN 4»jjtii$sr 


on the catholic 'daims^nqd un.tbat sdhj^tl vttcqtui i (i % ,or The nobfe Jtnd Ijparned lord, 
he could understancfth^r afgumedta } bpt it* cpbld 4>«Ve supposed tfotithe measure %*» 
otherwise with^esiifect Jq this rae#ure. 1 »,go!wrthe^Wn toftakfc The protons of 
Had they .any reason to that TMftnesU ; tfcto Irish &ct 1 A *— *- - 2 -^ *- 
sure would have Satisfied the cathdllcs, ory, deed ha 1 
that having obtained thisf they wpqld not *tb&t 
eauafi v desireevery thing efae ? ThiB xnea- * to intfm 

d_,, httftd re*' tire empi 
' “«sc rusalbf 
arfrT 
visional 


.sure was to -give them th . 

fuse then* 'every Thifg besi^F j and 
had. never cotmd-s** withTtnfy person, U] 


the subject, wht> ^yodld not 
the catholics what Jus maje* 
this measure rdfbsol^her 
they granted. ; Hejwass 
1 sure,* because it wcidld grant Jkhai 
gjeyous to give, and Vbat SKaJ\ot 
tqyjive satisfaction/ or to profUicb col t> 
He -came next tp consider the mi demand- 

ing that had taken plaf^ qrdn^tbe subject* 
In observing upon this part, of . tbestatem^gt 
of the noble baron, and in supplying, ftfit 
particulars which had^bcen^omii ted byjjijpti, 
he did not feel any inclination todetfact 
from the credit due to the noble baron’s 
^statf?iZV.:s ^e^Tfjartixji cotbur /o 
case. If lie should t*e guilty pf apy ina 
curacy, the noble baron would, he tjiisyfl 
correct him ; for in the obfiervatigp^f^fuch 
he pj#>posed to m£ke, hA wns gflS^tpo' by a 
desire of promoting the honour bfjjf£cro\*n r 
the dignity of the king, and, v?$^h refer* 
dice to themselves, of discharging a most 
scrupulous duty. The noble barpn bad Ac- 
curately $tslted that the measui-0 had otfgi- 
, nated in the dispatch from the Irish govern- 
ment. That dispatch had been laid before 
bis majesty J and -upon an attentive perusal 
of the contents , of that dispatch,* he was of 
the opinion of his noble friend, that alUliat 
was desired i n the dispatch was the extend 
ons a£the Irish act ge- 
nerally : thi» was IheMmpvgssion upon hia*] 
mind on reading the dispatch, and the sanVe' 
mpMatowN seemed to have been frjb by Mr. 
Elliot; who,* when asked by t&A catholic 
deputies, whether the measure was i<y re- 
the limitations of the Irish act, 4e~ 
s diped an explicit answer, till he should re* 
fer the question to t^e j&ritisfa government. 
VHis majesty had, in the first j stance, fcq- 
Equivocally and/, strongly declared fcw dlap- 
probation of the measure.. ; Jh^^seq^tuod 
1 of this disapprobation, a long cabirieftuj p ute 
fysd bepn laid before his majesty, detaithfg/in 
afiVfiM matf iler^ the reaious for the adoption 


A doubt might j p- 
^ _J, and he hadeateftatfoec! 
£ Whether the measure mt onftr 

^-^ ^tholica or rtp caAolica qif 
npeffa mop'uttemiie pe- 
minute, 'convinced that 

fcqi extend the proV 
(ri; tb£ catholics Of 



* had consent- 
it measure 


WM$h$y ' into efift® ‘ that" 
act; according the ptmef^e upon which 
it had beeh exacted., '.That '{vksflblc had 
T&pn to give fb the‘cktho]its the privilege hf. 
, lioldiiig eArtaih^dcini^iisions in army, 
at the same ^irilAiijfesOrvinjg others j. and if 
* u *>. p^Tne*^ ^ 41 1?$$ wep to 

re been, the principle bf the proposed 
easute, ' he contended that the xeservatlbtk 
formed as rmich a part p&ifct principle, 
tb^ad mission of cerbun coipnrt%sians.^ This , 
dpij^on he-feit ;i»6re strong^ from tHe 
manner in which the measure had been 
brm%ht^ fof^ard, ?so different from That 
wffich^had been first propojed. ' It had beets 
at first intended jto ;;£Arry\tbe principle into 
effect/ by die j^pdiictl#: of clauses fqr 
thqt purpose/ but; wfe^jt v wia%et^rmihed J 
dn tb catty the measu^ ftrthfflr than Vas'af 
first propose it mVfop.^ 
the mutiny bijl cbuld b0t -.fi 
general, . bad ^ 

®ii 


__ ftt^Jaum 
nWkc * tbkthW * 

!* life HAH- 


had stated ^raL'ihax 
•be clmitf jjiadftbat 
‘only tc? inaltth^^^ 
ral law of 

iJOTasi 



, v*‘ ™< 
on coold 


aftrrf. dbwet «aa 
7Q3 to gene-* 
tk$ BDiwappre- * 
lit^asnaVor, 

k ie 

'* i&fiSxr'IHeti or «dS* 
“cyM -wil&f oni 




Ml} v Mat fcMMtbn. Its* 

hs4'«n atfdlertoe of bis majesty at die Queen's j that which ha had adapted. The noble ba-> 
Ailace. At this interview ‘hit mnjeirfy had roo*s opifcioivhad* certainty been known tor 
sifted hi* objections toYthe measure, bat he I his majesty oft this subject, but ips ma- 
was ready to admit that the table lord badAjesty could ftot knoyv when be might think 
felt corn' need in l}is dwki mind, that noJ tit > to briug the n&ttfer forward, or whe- 
eling had fallen *row the personage^ ther his opinion upon it might not have 


during his audience that prodwt^l him from 
opening the measure as he bad 'done to par- 
liament. When, however, tbl^misappre\ 
hen si on that hacf taken place had taen more 
explicitly stated,, the noblo baronf and the 
noble viscount, and the other numbers of 
the cabinet, had considered the Object in a 
)png cotisultatiidb, td ascertain whether the 
oill^asdd bemodjRfd so«fts"tp answer the 
Jfftirpose for which it had been intended 3 
the result of wlrkh was, that they thought it 
better to drop the bill together, with some 
observations, of whicn he purposed to take I 
•pme notice before be should stutawn. , I*r 
^ withdrawing- the bill, it appeareqthat tqpy 
'had made two reserves ; first, tfeat they 
. shoubibc at Mberty tp declare their opinions 
on the general policy* of the measure; aafVell 
oh (^withdrawing the bill, as qn the event 
of the catholic petition being presented. The 
second reserve was, that as a government 

they should be at liberty to bring tbe subject _ , „ >l> w 

from time to time under his majesty’s consi- L«der&ts that had given the! 
deration , by recommending such measiffes jfte late administration ; he 
as they might deem proper to be adopted * thfcupiqndid talents of the noble baron, and 
Where any individual consents to .give up oftfli* grta energies that^were necessary for 
any tneasurb # he hadeno doubt a right to tro- the govesaSknent in \he present crisis ; Out lie 
ppm conditions j but in Ibis case there were should have shrunk from his duty, if be had 
two parties, and though the ministers hod a not beentfeady, at (he call of his majesty, to 
right to propose conditions, the situation of come forward on a question, which he had 
hjs majesty was not to be forgotten. ^Sjc thought necessary for upholding the dignity 
Should not s^y that they had no,t conscien- ! of the crown, for maintaining the interests 
tioualy proposed these reserves, but he ad:ed 1 of the country, and for supporting the pub- 


derived additional strength ~ from the 
decislop- upon the question ‘by the great- 
est majorities tjiat had ever been known 
upon any public question. But when they 
had gjyeu up th&rJbalf measure, it was ra- 
ther extraordinary that they should resene 
fh* power of bringing forward the whole 
question. , All that be had authority to statp 
Oh the part of his majesty wift, that the mea- 
sure which h&t been brought in was widely 
diffisfentftoiwhat which* had*been sanction- 
ed by bis* majesty, at first proposed. Ho 
could dfetinew state* with reference to this 
subject, th^ruiftA he had been called upon, 
in* conjuncfflon ; with his noble and learned 
friend (tara Eldon), by his majesty, he was 
ignorant of this transaction. But having 
so called upon by his sovereign, ho 
should have shrunk from his duty, if he had 
not yielded obedience to bis commands. He 
was fully aware of the weight that was to 
be derived from Uw -s up port of all th&^rreat 


nance to 
was sensible of 


their loi&shtps to consider Wliat would have 
beetP Uib situation of tbe king, «if he had 
acceded, t& tbe proffcsition ? Whit would 
'havVb&n fheBffircif such anPassent, but to 
divide the tally df the executive ? Would 
it not %a trfdqstrqgr tbe constitutkm, one of 

the 

g thereby casting a 

-veil over his leered character ? Would it 
pot have the effect of canting the whole odium 
.upon I Am majesty of Vestang/^c measure, 
T ‘ tohisini* 

ftUtiuttf tlie 
ministers 

trtght. think it qonreuieut fb btjtfjg Ae ques- 
tion forward with more prcbpectof if- . 
feet ? not aware ol any other al- 1 

^rtwrive^hijl Inajesty had wbeii ^e^had re-’ 
! ^»tf witMtpw their* statement,, or to 
[ y lJbm 



lie establishments, which he looked upon as 
intimately connected with the prosperity o) 
the empire. 4 * 

Lewd Hfoira was adverse to the idea of 
being^t issue with his a/> "^riiitp ~ v 7 id ", £"T 
>ect explanation o^thc transaction was ren - 
dered pecnliari/toecessaiy on account of the 
false and scandalous view of it whic h h ad 
been published by persons u liolmUHtliave 
had pccess to the minutes of the privy coun- 
cil^ Of which garbled extracts had been 
g)\en in order to mislead the public. Orffs' 4 " 
noble friend had given that explanation with 
all /hat prcwMdtt, ju^ness,* at?d delicacy,* 
t be might n^uiully have been expected 
fjpem bun. The noble secretary hud la- 
boured hard to prove that there bad been a 
misconceptian on this point. This had noj 
been denied; but he had not touched ppX’se 
pledget that had been reipiired, and uhich 



»a w? 



it was found impossible Ip -giw*, The reset- casewpe totally altered, v This #as the time 
vfetibn was this : that unSerdiftVei# circum- tdpretyent theoccu/rcA^of tbedangete d&t « 
stances his majesty's servants might think might result from a strict adherence ao thepts 
it their duty to bring the situation of the ca r ^disqualifications. When the danger actually 
t holies again under hii; consideration, and jeatpp, the remedy wovjJd.be far top kte. 
surely it was iiot difficult ‘to conceive an eki- pie again di gammed vehatfwas one of lift 
gency in which this might be their duty, ideas most to his mind, that of befog 

Occasions, migjbt occur in wffich this might at issue witt/ lift Sovereign. He was fuHy 
be absohmly necessary for, thp salvation of fusible 6t>be many favours he had received 
tht? g top ry j And his majesty's servants at the hinds of his sovereign ; and 'was 
would SS%tiiUy of a crime? if they faille) grateful Ar those acts of royal munificence 
bind themselves by any pledge that should ,uf whidnjife had beeftthe object : he jvAi 
force jhen^tq conceal the situation of IreT- most sincerely: impressed with .the con viciton 
land under all possible circumstances, This on his kuindl that htffcpiajeSfy had acted a* 
was not a spontaneous measure on the part lie had dope fr6mtbe\dbat truly 
of his majesty's servants, ; T\cy could not, tious feeling as to the propriety of the cas^v 
from a regard *to tl»eir oaths Jvtate all the when be was gracioush^pltftised tq express 
pressing that compellq^tbem t J propose it. his disapprobation measure. - • But, at . 

.But it was impossible got j:o w what .mis- p the same time^die must, in duty to Ms cot- 
chiefs might arise from th^lbrmgnttng of re- leagues andr himself, declare, that he ws* 
ligious differences ia Ireland. VThe noble convinced^ that they discharged a most im- 
viscount near him said, Jhat toltVotion dic^ portaut duty to theif country, to their sow** 
pot extend to po.Wer, But his view ot reign % and to the constitution of th^enr** 
toleration extended a great deal further, JEM pire*; as well as to their own character, when 
notion of toleration was, that no one ought fhey withheld their names from a paper of 
unnecessarily to be deprived of the benefits such a nature as that which was then foe eh* 
of the constitution. The noble secretary jeelof their lordshipi* discussion. 

Jnlkqd of 1 undamen tal laws,*, It was true there Lord Melville expressed his satisfaction , 
must be ' lf.^.ltM’jchrai laws, but at the^arri^ that the discussion had • been entered into; 
time it was parr of their duty to modify thowb ; aiyf he wished that every prrson from one 
laws, so as to apply to circumstances pe tl&y Vd'dof tlie island to the other, shoi^bqit*-* 
might arise. Tljp catholic petpuiatiovt t>f formed of the true state of the.' question, 
Ireland ought to give at least 1 bo’flsXJO so}- A n^, illustrious person, now not more (ML 
diers to our disposable force, and under the pi tty, had been alluded to $ ha joined from 
present circumstances, this was 'iKanotive the* vary bottom of hisheart in all the praise* 
certainly to open the army tor them. Had whicji. hadbeen bestowed on him; and so 
he himself, or any other, laid the catholic ardcht wi.s his attachment to the opinions of 
petition on the table of that house, be would that great man, that he wished to make thfeftt 
have said, that .it would have been extreme* rhe q>oiar star - of«his. life. 'He would now 
ly impolitic at present to agitate the question j advert to a part of the conduct of tfiat erai- 
I9dt the bill was a very different thing. }t nent charter. WlJqp that distinguished 
would have served, perhaps, to keep off mat* retired from 'officer in IBQO, lie h$^an 
this very petition ; it woufd have afforded an opinion, that tile passing *of fflSt:athallfc quo*- „ 
^ f«r the population of Ireland, tiou was indispensable* But, *on # weigtfog; 

removed maiiy fromr^he scene of dis-rthat question more maturely v^tetirtemenf* 
content, while it woffid, in a^great measure, and coupling ft with; the; considptelton ,$f tire . 
ha ve taken away the cause. It had been hppoqra&W qpa}terab^^TU^w>h«ietjtioaa ' 
saidTTtTTPthe catholics were not to be en- repugnance pf his^overeign» he , 'hltered that 
trussed with £ower; and yet you had entrust- opinion, and determined never again Co press, 
kdtl^m with power, for a catholic might Jpe his sovereigns on $ qifeftiqn, m which he * 
pf* a regiment, and had all the op- was so CGnsc|^hfn^^lredfov 1 ^b}y arose, ■ 
portun’ity of fepderfog the nien disaffected, This fa ttthA^io^was fpdg yj&e*-*' 

and doing a great qf the* mischief Uiat . Mr. Fat reitjr^4 

Wasapprdieqdodlfqm hlffl if was aomm cated toeisfP^jesfy t<^ig before that, period* 
(dined;; Bktf there Waj» qo such incjipatiln acCempaiMqa WIth Mr. rftth assurance to 
and, in fact, those motions carried us bppk here ^tqlt equally , whether he should be jh 
twooentories. Then, indeed, there might kur On ritis principle ' 

founds for apprehension, and these re- Fittcatue mtq dSice ip )$Q4. He* wou)d 
Sanctions nsigfit be necessary/ But novf the aaj$ au ableVrop who had optaed tfu* 
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$$»g£ion,W> theothqr side, whither, if the | fwlise thcm,^ at leant a with to wet bem 

If n 


u 

I 


that bad been ml^de to him at th.it time 
to come ihto office faith Mr. Pitt had been in 
Other respects so agreeable as to have indn 
fed hitn to occert U, he W'oulfl have msistei 
on the rij’ht of string hit opiums m fuoui 
of this catholic measure * *I , |ictcoiisicUi tfion 
dr the quo 1 ion was atalf tameth considera- 
tion of expediency, which should be weigh* 
cd maturely , but though the oaftv of office 
bound each of hf3 majesty’s cotiisdlois to 
advise him to the best dt, his judgment and 
discretion in all # such ca^es, there were othei 
WonsiderUions also on gilt /o be inclti- 
V^ed^The condrff of the late ministers, 
with respect to the bill they had brought 
forward, was to the imputation, that 

t^ey bad either biougftb it forwaid lightly, 

Without sufficient occasion, TS^yvithout suffi ^ 
tsent grounds c r «i, *H they hS^ sufficient 
grounds in bunging it forward, tffw sutvem 
dtered it in disregard of Iheir oatH of Office, 
f whjcfer$Unds thfcm inHl cases to give <dvice 
to the best of thciir judgment As to* the 
pledge* demanded by his majesty that he 
nhoord not be agaiu troubled on this question, 
that arose from the reservation with which 

the measure then before parliament was ^ 

given up It wa$ one rfctog to retain former hi induced to bring it fonTffl'flf’nttei wards 
opinions, as individual imembers of paiV-^IMvonght it so little essentid a* to concede it 
xnent» and anofber thing to stStc those oplt I toHditf sovereign, at the same time lint thev 
ttibns as members of parliament in the sitni- | n*ad( 4 it a^aant of duty lo^nnintam their own 


realm d * 1/ men in office held opinions 
difteient fiom those Of their sovereign, he 
did not say they ought fcoghte their opinions 
up, but if the sovereign conld find other 
sei v ants u ho w ould utldert ike to conduct the 
government, without ttVjuuing this sacrifice, 
he had certmily the right to appoint flfid 
linke use of thpm r Ihese peisonp might 
think, that bf pursuing otlxt 4jjMiatory 
mcfl-stji es with re*pec t to 1 1 eland, "fror this 
was rot the only cone llnlory nft'tsurc #and 
nc ne but concilutoi y measures w yilcl be pui* 
sued) th it pirt of the empire mijht be w*ell 
nnd kindly governed tvuboCU this sacrifice 
hiom the while of the statemint mide, he 
thought thtlAhe late mmisfeis upon their 
own shew ini h&cfrh'vn piopcilv dismissed, 
after that wffieb Miey had proposed to his 
nnjesty hawpUt*him undei the necessity of 
seeking rJ\Lt fiom otheis, who thought, 
,|ike him, mat themeasuie under considera- 
tion ought not to be gianttd without an es- 
&nftal necessity This proceeding of his 
tiUftiesty, and the acquiescence of those who 
were now his majesty s servants, was jnstw 
fied by the conduct of those, who, though 
fust {holding tlic«Mtsux£ so essinlyLaH t< 


tfjpnrf minivers of "me crown, with .in /i ic 
sftcdghtimd influence annexed fb that sta- 
tic^ Was it for his majesty to expose*him- 
self to be constantly disturbed On a raqttei, 
With respect to the refusal of which he Tied 
already formed a clear, distinct, honourable, 
unalterable, and conscientious deternft na- 
tion 9 Jiethd not bjame the laic ministers 
( for their adherence yi their owfi opinions, 
buy^^ oug ht to^ a llow the sovereign w hom 
*they praised aiHGuch some ri§ht to maintain 
Iris Opinion,* and after their attempt to 


make the oeidftiom *hal had befrn stated to Uemce 


|[[ r islng .that he w^hed to 

* enatud hS8My* SSfjuirmg a corresponding 
pledge frotrf thdm. (£ any of the disastrous 
cfees wtbitb had beetr supposed wfih respect 

• to Iceland should ititi, it wmdvbe an awl- 4 
1 yttoi thing ‘indent if aoplMf majesty’s rm- 
> <mWaeho uid | K iji 4he#tualffcn to get up : 
Itosd say to ImnSje*^^ ljhr happened 

yonx^idheriog to yqur own Aitions, and 
Ml to my advice He diskked chose^uppo- 
$tkm of disastrous cases, tbose'pyophecies 
Xf M, thrown out on this oedtohm by noble" 
leads oik the other side, fatAhoi# ^bo^made 


such prophetfes had always a dupd^non to f duct and the prlnci|des of himself and 


opiniomr^gcneraU5, indtpenduit of tne so- 
vcieign s \vishes 

Lor<kC»r€nti//e, in answei to the question 
of the noble viscount, whethei he had re- 
served to himself his own opinion, upon iho 
subject of the Catholics, to act upon it, not- 
withstanding what he knew to be the opi- 
nion of h»s m ijesty upon that subject , an-, 
swered, that he told Mr Pitt, when solicited 
by him to take mit*in the administration 
befoie the list, tint no consideration under 
Heaven should induce >,, in tP ITT ta^L*the 


n should induce hig^JOkM^CMatfiL* 
i of the kin'll alt hough he would j< 


JOMI 


Mr Pitt as sotJh as beVould nny other min 
— that n*consider&tion«mdu He aven sho uld 
induce him to take part in any government 
u}>on earth, without reserving his own opi^ 
man upon tills subject 

I/ord Holland thought it utinecessarjhlWlP^ 
to discuss either the bill lately before the 
othpr hou^e, or the CSltholrt' question j thq 
rtttlquesnon g^as, the catwb f or the dismissal 
pf Pis majesty's late mimsteis, sfid the sittm* 
tion in which bat majesty’s present master* 
were pl<iced un the catholic questffiW. He 
was tcady at any twne to vindicate the Wi- 



357] PARt. DEBATES, March 26, 1807 . — Change ofMmMutrqthn. . [15$ 


colleagues} and in answer tQ the question 
abked by the noble secretary of staje, as to 
what occasion the^e was at this time to throw 
open the staff of the army, and the commis- 
sions of the navy, to that class of subjects ? 
be would answer, that the awful and perilous 
situation of the empire rendered it necessaiy 
to conciliate the attachment, # and unite the 
energies and affections of all classes . ot his 
majesty’s subjects for our common defence. 
The noble secretary had said,* it was nofc ne- 
cessary, as the catholics already manned our 
regiments and fleets, and we should by this 
measure obtain no addition of their numbers; 


their successors had accepted their places nn*. 
der any such restriction, they had abandon- 
ed their duty, and with it'- the security of the 
j|no8t vulnerable part of the empire. 

1 The Earl of Carnarvon alluded to an feb- 
(ervation, which had bcei/ made by some 
noble lord oiJtheiother side in the course of 
Hie debate. #^t*lia<f been said, if the bill wis 
ljecessary, k j^hy should it have been with- 
drawn. If answer to this/ he said, first, 
that, thouifh he should now consider it to be 
as necessaiy as it idas before, yet that some- 
thing might have l/een fairly conceded to the 
wishes of the som-eigH, ancl’to his opinion* 


but little did that man know of human 11 a- j as to the circumstances df«the times.^ But 
ture, or of soldiers’ feelings, w!*o conceived ! still he would not hesitate to say, that if a 
that the spirit of 4 an army was *iot to be ma- 1 promise such as had begprtfiluded to were 
terially affected by an^ proscription, or hu- given, the persons wKf'fentered into such 9 
miliating distinction att^f^d to any partial- gompromise a? ‘‘evolved the breachof afgreat 
lar class of casts or nations which composed , constitutions principle* wojild deserve to 
it \ or who imagined that it was 1,0 daunt to | lose their ? tRads. 

the ardour or skill of the soldier tu tell him j Lord tiawkesbttripex. plained, by denying 
** you never can by any possibility rise to a that the present ministers had bound.^hem- y 
high situation in the army ” It was to ghe* 1 selves by any such pledge: he said, if his 
abandonment of this principle that we might j majesty’s Jate ministers thought their own 
impute the superior skill the Fiench officers I opinions right, they did right to support 
had so long maintained, and we should look them ; and if they fodnd those opinions po- 
t^the effect of the same policy in the Rus- j sitixely resisted by his majesty, it was their 
sian armies/ lighting the battles orthis { duty to resign their situations, 
country and of Europe against the common. The Earl of Buckinghamshire rose to ex* 
enemy, in Poland, where the Roman cntfco'fc j ptain the principles that were in the contem- 
religion was the established one. .The Ivigff- , plation of government, in 180J, respecting 
est posft in the Russian artny were'Hpen to anv further concession* to thp “catholics $ 

^ n A * — - 1 — 'which, he sflid, were nothing more than tm 

pass ai)iil in the English parliament, adop* 

: -.1. - u:ii i 


merit, regardle^ of sect ; by which means 
the French could not tempt the Polish ca- 
tholic to rebellion, because they had no ad- 
vantage to offer in the way of rank, or pre- 
ferment, which was not already open to him 
under his own government. However 
lightly other ministers had broken their 
pledges to the catholics, he and his colleagues 
were not in the habit or giving pledges with- 
out the intention of performing them-: so 
neither, could they reconcile themselves to 
ui<T expedient policy now* .^commended by 
the noble visedunt. They thcRight the hill 
proposed a measure at*>nee much less^jrating 
to the royal feelings, and calculated to conci- 
liate the catholics, and to prevent the dis- 
cussion of the petition they were preparing 
Td u» forward. The noble lord then pro- 
ceeded to vindicate' the conduct of himself 
and his colleagues, iit declining to bipd 
themselves by a pledge to refi^in in futi>e»| 
from giving any advice to his majesty whilh 
they thought it their duty to give, either ii>- 
on this or upon any other topic, as a pledge 
viof^tory to the constitution, to their duty, 
and to their oaths ; and he declared that! if 

Vot,. i)fc « 

r 


ingthf same principle as ihe bill passed by 
the&rish parliament, for throwing open 
snboidinate ranks of the army r under that of 
staff •officers, to ♦catholics : and without 
which the Irish bill would have iui operation 
out of Ireland. It could have no operation • 
whatever in respect to the navy* Farther 
than this he nefer could cortSPBflojgd? HR** 
was well aware, that the impossibility of fi- 
fing to all thtf advantages of *he military pro- 
fession* mil st .considerably damp the colour 
of an otKcer j and thougnPhe could see no 
great objection, nor mischief, from giving to 
Catholic officers staff-rank in any other - 
country t ha n inland, yet there he conceived it 

] ■ 1-. J 1 _ 1JI 



parliament n^rofartmld" 

ed to sucly aimeasure, # and tips pa r}j ament* 
would do wen to pause before they ventured 
to carry concession so much farther than the 
parliament itflutweli uriRerstood the subject,/ 
The Lord Chancellor (Erskine) said, lyr 
considered. the subjet} of the' Catholic thjes- 

s . . • / • 
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tion as completely irrelevant as« any« other 
whatever, to the late Aange in his majesty’s 
councils, although ithappened to be the sub- 
ject which led to such a conjuncture. Al- 
thqngh a member qf the late government,! 
IRj was decided^ adverse to *he measure, 
and should not have advisadiim because he 
did not see the political nefcesJi tj^or it which 
had induced the great majority^ his coU 
leagues.to recommend it to his rrfajesty, yet 
he thought they were highly commendable, 
and only doing theiradutytin giving his ma- 
jesty such advice as they in their conscience 
ihought just^j as wejj as i» declining to be 




again, under anf circumstances, to allude to 
the question, or any thing connected with it' 
upon his majesty’s mind, they would be 
taught to consider, that the principle just de- 
clared by the noble earl, of never granting 
any farther concession to the catholics, was 
to be a part of, the sys&m of government : 
what the result of such conviction would be, 
he did not wish, even to conjecture.— The 
question for •adjournment to Wednesday 
se’enqjglu was tfien put and agreed to. 

The Marquis of Stafford then rose, and 
gave notice of his intention to bring forward 
a question on that day, upon the subject of 


bqundrby any pJtaige td> refrain from giving ■ the dismissal of his majesty’s late ministers. 


j and moved, trait theif lordships be summon- 
ed for that dvi\ 

H 0X7 fi COMMONS. 

Thursday, March 20. 

[Minutks.] — SirJ Newport brought in 
jwo bilL, the one for amending the act 
of last session relative to the Provision for 
flieJPuor in Ireland, and the other for au- 
thorising Commissioners in the superior 


to their sovereign upon this, or any subject, 
such advice as ^fy conceived to be just. 

The firmness with wkiph his majesty had 
maintained his own conscientious opinions, J| 
by resisting the j^ll in theextenKto which it 
went, had also’his respectful ajiobation f 
but he must say, that hi* coJieaguesNlid right 
.in decking to be bo\yid never again to ad- 
f vise the measure under any possible pressure 
of circumstances. At the moment when his 
majesty’s late ministers relinquished the bill, 
in concession to his majesty** scriu les, they 
stood in the same situation as upon their tirsL 
accession to office Mhey knew his mnjes 
ty’s feelings. His majesty was aware that Ls\eet, to the Surrey side of the 11 1 
their sentiments were in favour of the con-'T wtH^ bach read a first time. — !\ 
cession- But their dereliction of the mea 
sure at tliaf^me, in* deference to the royal 
opinion, was! a tacit pledge that c they would 
nit again press it, unless under some ex- 
traordinary circumstances, which might 
''Xepder it more urgently necessary. Ha&it 
pleased his majesty then to await for this 
experience in the conduct of his ministers, 
and to s£e if they again endeavoured to press 
Jorwai^i the measure,^ submit ft to parlia- j 
mtfiit/ antf if they did it contrary to his raa* 
would ha\^ merited dis- 
^missal. TheYight of his majesty to change 


Courts of Law in Ireland, to administer Oaths 
in the absence of the Judges.— Mr. Sheridan 
brought in a biller the* erect ion pf a Bridge 
qcro*s the Thames, at or near'Sftuthamptnn- 

iver. They 
Mr. Robson 
comjSrlaincd-th.it several paper*,, S cr. relative 
to the Barrack Department, which had been 
ordered to lie printed four months ago had 
not yet f&ichcd the members of that bouse. 
The country had sustained considerable lo^s 
by such delays. He asked what benefit it 
could be to the house that papers were or- 
dered to be printed for the use of the mem- 
bers, if they were to be suffered to remain^ 
for such a length of Jime in the printer’s 
bands ? And gave^iolice of a motion relative 
to the production of papers in that depart- 

Sir 


ment, shortly after the ending reeassi _ 
his, ministers no .man could deny ; but to ;•$. Romtlly broughffo a bill to make the Free- 
‘ have remained in power, or accept office j hold Property eft' Tradesmen dying intestate 

• upon any "JBLll LbndUion as the pledge al- ! liable tc^ prosecutions <or the recovery of 
luded to, was, in his opinion, contrary to ! their debts, which was read a # first time.— 
every pruici pie of ministerial duty, and di- ’ The Treasurer of the Navy’s Office Regula- 
•rectly ip violation of the constiiMion. Had j tiop bill, and the Sicilian Prize bill were read / 
.ike 1 jusinestf ended with the abandonment of | a third time and passed. — New writs < were* / 

*4^ Jflj " i U T the^ate adn^inistratmn, tlie cn- 1 moved for the election of members to serve 
4ty>lics woultfwny ITatela* py, they ad been j in pfrliament, for Northampton, in the room 
abandoned by their friends, and jvcaild have j of 
^•till chenshed tlie hope of beln^f more for- • «yn< 
tunate atjfeme future period. Bui by the of 

* dismissal of those frlbnds froib the councils * and 


e right bon. Spencer Perceval, who 
his election had accepted of the office 
hancellor of his Majesty’s Exchequer, 
Jhancellor of the Duchy of Cornwall dq t - 


of, thei ^sovereign, for no tfther reason than j ring pleasure) for Buckingham, in the room 
their decliaing to pledge themselves never I of tlie Marquis of Titchiield, Who bad ac- 

fc k • • ■ l 
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cepted the office of one of tins commission- from yhori) I hatfe received, together with 
ers for executing the office of lord Ijigh trea- my colleagues, such distinguished support; 
surer of England ; for Haslemere, in the has b£en exceedingly painful to me; yet 
room of the right hon. Charles Long, who iconceiving it to be my duty, I have abstain- 
had accepted the office of one of the joint yd from saying any thiqg upon this subject 
paymasters of his majesty’s forces ; for Bee- fill that motrant arrived, /when it was nS 
ralston, in the room® of the right hon. lord longer necesslry to be silent ; when his mtt- 
Louvaine, who had acceptecf the office of jesty has ckLlied 1 his intention of placiiftj 
one of the commissioners for the affairs of tfie ad mini Ration of affairs in other hands. 
India, with a salary; for theoounty ofEdin- I now therefore, having received his majes- 
hurgh, in the room of ih§ right hon. II. ty’s permission to do so, am at liberty to 
Dundas, who had accepted the office of pre- state, without a bf-eack of duty, those cir- 
sident of the board of commissioners for the cumstances whiclyi am most anxious should 
affairs of India; for Monmouth, in the room ! be. fully undepj&fcid by*.the ‘public. Desir-r 
of the right hon. lord Charles Somerset, who i ous, however, as I /hay ba^fTtake the ear- 
had accepted the office t)f one of the joint j liest possible moment to make this statement, 
paymasters of h?s majesty's fonaes. | and sensible that in justic^ato our own char* 

[Ch.^ngk of Aiu^nistration.] Mr. j acters it can no 1 on gci^'ie delayed, I confess 
Husktsson moved that yfcs^iouse at its rising | J feel in common with those, who express- 
do adjou: u to Wednesday s^’ii'night. Upon ! ed that opinion last night, ^considerable re* 
which, | gret that I $yn under the necessity of doing so 

Lord Hawick rose, and spoke as follows:^ in the absence of thbse persons, whose pre* 
Sir, upon the motion which hasjust been made j sence some may think, requisite, toip-atch \ 
by the hon. gent, for an adjournment djir- # the accuracy of my statement. I am sure 
ing the period which is usually allowed for j the hon. gent. (Mr. Sturges Bourne )b who 
a recev;, at this season ot the year, I trust ; made some observations to thus effect last 
it will not be thought irrelevant to the sub- ; night, wilLnot chargft me with intending 

S ’ ‘ct, if 1 take this opportiyiity of giving to 1 to state any thing to the house which «1 do 
le house that explanation ot which I yi >- j not myself believe »to be strictly correct; * 
terday gave noti< e. It is of the utmost im- , the hon. gent, might, without any injurious 
por Lance to in} self and to my colleagues, 1 suspicion of me, be of opinion, that the 


that the circumstances which have led to tiff? 
recent change of his majesty’s mi»is«*rs may 
be fully understood. It is of importance to 
the hone?, arid to the public, that they may 
be f?naified»to form a pioper estimate and 
opinion of the character and conduct ot 
those persons to whom the adminis'ration of 
public aff airs was so lately cm rusted, and 
truly to appreciate rdl the circumstances of 
tfiat situation, in which, in consequence? of 
that change, the counfry is now placed. It 
is of importance to the house, in the deci- 
sion of the question now stated from the 
tffihr, inasmuch as the {*<?pi i * ■ ry of an ad- 
journment, of a lougbr or a ^hotter dura- 
tion, may depend upon the necessity o/T adopt- 
ing some measures, at the earliest possible 
period, to avert the conescquences of the ex- 
traordinary events which have taken place. 
"To niyself personally, every feeling both 
of duty and of honour renders it of the 
highest pnportavfce, tfiat 1 should, as s<^>:i 
as possible, convince the housejLhat mv cun* 
duct has not been such as to make thernlc- 
pent of the kind indulgence which I hive 
experienced from them. Undoubtedly, fir, 
ev^ry moment’s delay, in which my Jon- 
duct may bt* a matter of doubt with tf osc 

< 


j natural partiality with which men are apt 
i to view their own conduct, required tin* 
presence of •other persons, possessed of alj 
the fat^s, and capable of correcting any uiy 
intentional errors, this cause miglft 

produce. J am as anxious as any man 
these persons should be present upon such* 
an <*c:isi in, and l hope that this matter 
wdl yc» be diicusjed at some future time, 
upon some ^notion proposed to thisl^niTse, . 
which may give Lin npnoitur.ity of* makfaga 
rest nement, it^restaiemcnfSTlPMlW^ 
cessary, but at all events of examining ^nd „ 
gifting evcry*p.m of the details rfhich I am 
this day about to lay before you. — Sir, it is 
neither in my nature iTcflr^m my habits to 9 
shrink from the examination of any» v man: 
but 1 felt myself reduced to this alternative, , 
cither tosub'fat to haveMle public mind pre- • 
judiced by fdsC reports and i misrepresenta- 
tions, supported by * partial ^xtr acls fr-^v* 
confidential pr.pcrs»; in'ihcflBStnce of the * 
persons nlhufod to, to |a&e th^s early.oppor * 
tunity of entering into the discussion, lam % 
' convingprfbat a fair, candid, aifd correct 
statement \\ tlfcj only antidote to such wil^ * 
ful misrepresentation; and that th>s # isr|^e 
only mode, consistent with my character. 
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and with my doty as a fnembe? of (parlia- I conducted thw' government in conformity 
sngnt, in yhich I could lay before the pub* to their ( own principles, and with the best 
lie a fair expositionof every part of niy con- j wishes for the interests of the state, to avoid, 
duct. Under such circumstances it warn) if possible, every thing that was repugnant 
impossible for me, c in justice to myself ana ! to any of those feelings and opinions, which, 
Itoy colleagues- — Vay, in justice to the pub-f . upon eiery motive of duty, affection, and at- 


tic itself, which might be ni sled by such 
deceptiou, it was impdssiilA ifor me to 
suffer so long a period of 'tiiifcg to elapsp 
as might intervene before the new ministers 
Could resume their seats in the hjjuse. Sir, 
in doing so however* utfon the present oc- 
casion, their absence wiV have this effect, 
% that I shall as ixfuch/s poattele confine my- 
self to a m^rapvatatemont of the facts, and 
abstain as far as I can from every thing that 
can provoke dieswsion ; I shall state only 
what I conceive tchSte* necessary for my own 
vindication, avoiding every thing like argu- 
ment, and leaving .all such points to that 
future discussion, which at an»garly day, 
after the holidays, I trust will take place ; 


tachment, they werembst bound to respect. 
Sir, these were the principles upon which 
those who composed the last administration 
came into power : their opinions upon the 
cath<4)ic question were well known ; but 
they hoped, by a prudent, lenient, and 
conciliatory system of government, to keep 
that question for some time at rest : and. 
for a considerable period, their hopes and 
expectations, were flattered, with every ap- 
pearance of success. However, sir, towards 
the latter end of the^fst year, there did occur 
circumstances iiyriif west of Ireland, which 
increased all the anxiety, with which, from 
their first introduction to office, they had 
directed their attention to that country : a 


whei^tn opportunity will be afforded of i most valuable, but, 1 am afraid I must add. 


stating to the house every thing that may be 
material upon the subject. — Sir, having 
premised thus much, I shall proceed to lay 
before the house the statement which I have 
promised. When the late administration 
was formed, there were included in it ma- 
$y members whose opinions and principles, 
with respect to what is called the Catholic 
Question, were generally known ; they had 
been very recently oiani tested to the public, 
in the most^authentic of all ways, by their 
Speeches and their votes in parliament. I 
aid sure tvherc diu aatekist in any quarter an 
^expectation or suspicion that those persons, 
'whose characters were so w’ell known, could 
be induced, for the sake ,of office or emolu- 
ment, r to abandon any of the opinions and 
^principles which thdy had so solemnly ex- 
pressed a Ad avowed. In point of fact, no 
stent w ith fhe freest exer- 
cisg of thfeir judgment was proposed to them, 
nor did they conje into the government sub-c| 
ject to any such stipulation, which if it had 
been*exacted fjourthem, they would have 
found i it incumbent upon them, in honour 
# and-iA duty, then, as now, to decline. At 
the same time, however, tbatTI state this 
with respect to their opinions and principles, 

I a£ill not attempt to ofeny, that great diffi- 
* culties wel€*iLnown tb l sjand in tjie way of 
further concessions to the catbylios of Eng- 
land and Ireland. And as his Majesty’s late 
ministers *came into administratis ^totally 
unfettered upon all subjects, C c<m speak fot 
every ^individual among them, that they 
had a sincere and anxious desire, while they 


pthe most vulnerable part of the British do- 
minions. The disturbances, which towards 
the end of last year reigned in the west, en- 
gaged our most anxious deliberations, and 
although we w#re urged by many persons, 
who are fonder of the policy of force than 1 
am, to resort to measures of extraordinary 
severity ; although, on the second day * of 
the present session, we were eagerly pressed 
by an H5n. and learned gent., who im- 
patient tor rigour, and could not wait for 
the deLefmination of his majesty’s ministers ; 
yet, to effect the reduction of that spirit 
which prevailed in Ireland, we determined 

* Upon the report of the Address, 20th Decem- 
ber last, Mr. Perceval, among other observations, 
urged these : “ No mention had been made of the 
state of Ireland. He mated that this silence might 
be ascribed to the total want of foundation for the 
alarming rumours that had reached this country. 
Ministers must unquestionably be the judges bow 
far the usual prero£!*ive> of the crown were suffw 
cicnt to suppress- insurrection or rebellion, in what- 
ever quarter it might ap^yar ; the decision rested 
with them : lie only begged them to consider, that 
the protraction of the necessary day of punishment 
was not mercy ; and the delay which allowed insur- 
rection to proceed, until it became impo siblc to 
quell it without a considerable shedding oMdood,'* 
was not kindness. lie hoped that the omission of 
any notice of tlic situatiop of the sister island, was 
occasioned by the absence of any necessity for an 
Extraordinary exertion of the law. Should such a ne- 
cea ity unfortunately arise, and should ministers call 
onjthc house for an enlargement of the executive 
power, he could assure them that they should meet 
wit! no opposition on liis part to any proper nKa- 
surrtof vigour, which they might think it expedient 
to psupose.”— See vol. b, p. «7. * 
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Co copfidein an active exertion of the known ! ceiveJfroip Ireland, ^transmitted by the lord 

powers of the law; and, thank God, our lieutmant (dated 4th Feb.), of a disposition 
hopes in this respect were realized, without manifested by the catholics to prosecute, by a 
recurring to those severities, which less ^ petition to parliament, those claims, which 
politic and more intemperate advisers had! they had so recently urged in a former ^es- 
wished to recommend. But, sir, after these f sion. Notwithstanding tbs known opinions 


occurrences, it became necessary to look 
more immediately to measures, that might 
tend to conciliate and lianc^uillize that coun 
try. Several measures were# in contempla- 
tion, and, among them thafwliich I h^d the 
honour of lately introducing into this house 
appeared to be one of the most obvious. It 
seemed calculated to provehighly beneficial to 
the empire at large, as well as to 1 1 eland itself. 

It was expecte^ to afford the means of rc- 

cruitinjr our nrfVal and military force, so no- plation. We hoped, though it was offered 
cessary at the present moment to be carried in no view of corns: ottuse, that it might 
to the utmost extent, ^fv^acilitating the in- ! prevent the agitation of that very question, 
troduction of those persons into the service, j by affording satisfaction the catholics of 
who are at present in a great measme ex- | Ireland hj general ; af th^ same time that 
eluded, by what I must call the ill-understood 1 we considered it ae recommended by every 

i: .1 ■ 1 r, m _ i. • ii _ i • f ! ■ • i r r i: — J 


which I and*son>e of my colleagues hold in 
favour of claims, we were persuaded, 
# that the ag>ratiin of the question at this time 
| was not likely to be attended with advan- 
tage ; anl so far as our private advice and in- 
I fluence oould extend, it was used to diSsuade 
j the catholics from the attempt. The know- 
I ledge, howevf/of tjieir intention, was an 
additional inducemcfit in re^pdfni ending th€ 
measure which we had already in contem- 


policy of the existing laws. The bill whiefi 
I brought in for this purpose has beer^inf- 
properly termed the Catholic bill ; for it in- 
cluded dissenters from ilie established church 
of every description. We certainly expect- 


principle of policy. We trusted that thi> limited 
measure of concession 'might be brought for- 
ward without encountering those objections, 
wliich were involved in the general question 
of what .is commonly called emancipation. 


*ed from it that it would contribute essential- \ In reverting to the Irish act of parliament, 
ly to the tranquillity of Ireland, by holding j passed in the yoai;1793, and observing the 
out to the gentlemen of that country the incongruity which subsists in the law of the 
prospect of rising in the army and* navy, united kingdom, we 'could not overlook the 
and thus diffusing motives of attachment j pledge explicitly given at that time by the 
towafds this country among the people in j lord chancellor of lrelaad, and by the seeje- 
generai : at the same time that it would af- j tary of Ireland (lord Clare andjford Bucking- 
ford a vent to the superabundant population. ; hani^Jurc), that a similar law, to allow \ a 
and drawH'rom the very sources of discontent | adnryssloirofcathoto hntli into j^earmy /nd 
the means of strength and security. These 1 navy, should be introduced 
were the motives which induced the king’s This pledge to the catholics is recordea Ml 
ministers to propose that measure. I do thmsecrelary of state’s office, in a dispatch 


not know that it is necessary for me to state, 
# and yet the arts which have been practised 
may render it useful to sjate, that, in bring 
ing forward this measure, tlu-ir intention 
was not to invade but to strengthen the secu- 
rities of the established* Church itself. If l 
estimate riglu ly in wfliat tholfe securities con- 
sist, ] think they ere interworeiwwiih the 
security and existence of the empire. Can 
the one be safe if the other be in danger ? 
And are not the necessary means for the de- 
fended' the empire, the best seenrit v for its 
religious establishments? If ever Ireland 
should be exposed (6hich God avevt !) to a 
successful invasion of the ^enemy, 1 oull 
upon those who accuse us of endangering 
the establishments, to reflect what fnust 
then be the fate of onr church and thef pro- 
Instant religion — Sir, while this inj 
was uiiiler* consideration, accounts w< 

i' 


from Mr. Hobart, now lord Ijucltinghain- 
shire. AVe considered it, therefore, not 
more a measure of general policy thpn ah 
act of good faith and corckyio^^ atv'tyve 
did hope, that upon all these grounds wB 
should be able to obtain for them tbattoon 
vvhidli Ijad been promised them upon a for- 
mer occasion, under Hke guthoritv of go-, 
vernment, and that the proposal w4ud meet 
with that general approbation fromSa]) ^par- 
ties, to whteh it seem«d-to us so well entitled* 
It was upon nil these grounds proposed to 
his majesty, and ^ detailed dispatch was 
writ ten # and sent \t f the lbttniieutenant ofc 
Ireland #(a document which I wish I could 
lay befot^the house Vpon the present occa- 
sion^lffting much better than f # have been® 
stating th$m? all the reasons which induced* 
us to propose this measure— the draft of fifta 
dispatch, was previously sent, acctfmpafiied 
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by a cabinet xnuiuu* (dated 9th Febi 
to his majesty. TL> that firi»t p 
his« majesty expressed a strong dissent , 
and upon receiving Yhe answer from his ma- 
jesty, the cabinet again deliberated upon it, 
apcf again made a respectful representation 
(dated 10th FebAtarJF) to j|iis majesty, as to 
the grounds upon which tjiey thought it ex- 
pedient as a poipt of gcneraypdQcy, princi- 
ple, and good fa^th. To that representation*] 
came back an answer from his majesty, ex- 
pressing still considerable reluctance, but, 
however, signifying his consent, f say, Sir, 
that that answer t conveyed\a reluctant, but 
1 positive Under tfm’kigh sanction 

and authority ttc dispatch was sent to the 
lord lieutenant of Ireland, and soon after a 
meeting was heffl^^he catholics, with Mr. 
Elliot, the principal secretary, and the lord 
chancellor, in which it was stated (abstain- 
ing from every $ing*that related to the peti- 
tion), that this measure was to be Vntroduced 
into the Mutiny bill. — Some discussion arone 
upon it? and a question was put to Mr. El- 
‘liot'-by one of the catholic deputies, Mr. 
O'Comfor, whether the proposed measure 


attended to the, distinction between it and 
the Irish act. 'When this appeared, it be- 
came the f subject of a new deliberation, in 
which an objection was staled by a respecta- 
ble member of the cabinet (the lord presi- 
dent) to any concession beyond the Irish act. 
A majority, however, opncnrred in recom- 
mending the measure in the form in which 
it was afterwards introduced ; but as doubts 
had arisen, ancJ^Jn apprehension was enter- 
tained that it might have been misunderstood 
by hifmajesty, it was determined to bring 
the matter distinctly under his royal observa- 
tion, by a second dispatch to the lord lieu- 
tenant, clearly stating its full extent. — And 
here I must state, jhat some distinctions 
ought to be taken between thfe duties of mi- 
nisters and those of jpnvnte members of 
parliament. I conc/Te that a minister may, 
as an individual ifJemWr 01 parliament, in- 
troduce measures for which the authority of 
government is not at all pledged ; I could 
Adduce instances of this in the administration 
qf the laic Mr. Pitt. The house will at once 
recchlect the motion for a reform m parha- 
ment, and that for ihc abolition of the slave 


went the length of incjpdmg the admission | trade : both these motion* were introduced 

1 1 ‘-~ * " 1 - ■ 1 by him ns an individual member of purlia-, 

merit, without the responsibility of govern- 
ment being attached to them Sir, during 
the shpit period that I have had the honour of 
holding a situation under his majesty, I and 


of catholics into all ranks of the r army, or 
whether it ,was to be limited by the restric- 
tions of the Irish act. Mr. Elliot's answer 
was, in the wouls of the dispatch, that it 
was proposed to enable his majesty to confer 
on any of his subjects any military commis- | my noble colleague have, mthesame manner, 
sion whatever There can be ny question i brought forward successfully the measuie of 
however, that Mr. Elliot hail conceived thonbolition of the slave trade, to which I shall 
doubts as to the extent of t j}ie maw"'' that j look with satisfaction tor the remainder of 
he/ ejf* etT hVm set f\( >ub tf Lilly, and 'that. my days. Eut, sir, w here a measure arising 

‘answer was reported as doubtful to a ( out of various causes which have engaged 
meeting of the catholics ; but it was at the : the attention of his majesty's confidential 
same tiipe declared by the deputies who at- j servants, is to be brought forward with the 
tended tips Conference* that they understood authority of government, the measure itself; 
k to be tli£ iniention of government, that j as well as the case to udiich it applies, ought 
Stadp.anpointmej^ s in the arnjy, which had j undoubtedly to be first submitted to his ma- 
.^een exc 5 fjtec£ in the Irish act, should be j jesty. I certainly feel that I ought not to 
opened to # them. The dispatches, stating ! have introduced ^ measure of this descrip- 
what had passed ah these meetings, the ques- jVion without tliQ sanction of that authority ; 
tion put, and the an^yer given with respect j and I should think myself reprehensible in 
'to the extent or the measure, as well as the : the highest degree, and deserving all the 


underspending which the catholics had con- 
cefvecf of it, were regularly submitted to 
'his majesty ; and no dissatisfaction or unea- 
siness was expressed in qpn sequence of wliat 
waS" thus* br^yajit und$ r « his view. I* am 
*t>pundto say/nowever, that it has since ap- 
peared that the* measure had rlctffieen dis- 
..tinctly understood; not only hiiKmajesty, 

A WlAmUAri* f K A /lltVka VlAlf I ■l.kt’ 


censure that is endeavoured to 'be cast upon 
me, if I had proposed this bill to parliament 
without believing that I had his majesty's 
consent. — Sir, 1 have stated that a doubt 
arose as to the ‘understanding of the extent 
of this bill ; it was therefore determined 
(lord Spencer St that time being absent on 
accent of his health) that I should write a 


but some members of the cabinet, rad. not .dispatch to the lord lieutenant, enclosing 
b^pn fully aware of its extent ; nlid I must | the clauses intended to be introduced intothft 
corfess; ihat I had not myself sufficiently > Mutiny bill, stating distinctly that they werp 

1 i N 
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in conformity with the general word* of the. 
dispatch which had Iv'en bent ext* the 12th 
of February last, marking expressly that the 
catholic were to be admitted to hold any 
commission or appointment whatever j and 
observing that a confirmation was thus given 
of Mr t Hint’s answer to thewcathohc depu- 
ties Tins dispatch, so expressed for the 
of removing all desubts and inclo- 
1S J have already statej? the intended 
.,t V vas sent down by me, on Monday 
:i the 2d ot March, to his majesty. 

- . ..patch, having been perused by his 
,{ y i .une b ick from Windsor on the 
•"in n 'looming, without a word of com- 
or objection ; ancl with this sanction 
■<-<!. is in the’’ course of my official busi- 
s 1 Li . been uniflfc^y accustomed to do 
immediately* for\#aftvd it to the lord 
iinnl — Sir, at this time :he committee 
.e Mutiny bill was, 1 believe, appointed 
the Wednesday ; »>uf objections hack 
been started to the enactment ot the propo- 
sed measure by clause*, m that bill : it *vas 
therefore, upon reconsideration, determined 
to introduce a separate bill. On Wednesday, 
the 4ili of March, the dispsich which I 
•have ju-a mentioned having been pn‘viou«*ly 
sent to the h> r d licntcnan*, I attended at the 
levee at Sr. James’s, and had ail audience 
with liis majesty upon the busmen fit ip\ 
office j atier that wa- over his majesty was 
gr ictously pleased to ,i>k me vvliat was the 
biiMiicss appointed for t‘.at day in t!ie h 
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peril ais, if woulfb&'ttiDre correctly stated 
as ncj withdrawing the jConsenf which 4ia4 
been originally given. I conceived, therefore, 
that 1 still had sufficient authority, as a 
member of the government, for the intrq? , 
ductioi of the t^ill. •! stated to my lord 
Grenville, imrpecjjately on coming out ^jf 
the closet, • y Whpt had passed there $ his opi- 
nion upon tout statement w^is the same at 
mine, and we were confirmed in our belief 
that his majesty d‘^1 not intend to signify any 
absolute objection to ttte introduction of the 
bill, from the totpl silence which he observed 
upon this subj^cf in life audiyye which lord 9 
Grenville afterwards nad. majesty did 

not say one word to lord Grenville, the lead- 
ing member of the adumbration, upon a 
measure which, it now appears, had the mis- 
fortune of being exposed to his most decided 
opposition. Under tlfese Vnpressions, on 
the next djy, or the day after, I introduced 
the bill into parliament : the motives which 
had produced it, the extent to w hich u went, 
were fully ex pi lined ; not only were the ar- 
guments on which those persons relied who 
had proposed the treasure, staled at some 
1 length, hut the objections to them were ur- 
1 ?ed with no inconsiderable vehemence. , 
I We know', sir, thT’t debates in this house, 

, though they cannot consistently with our 
: ouLis bo published, do find their way out 
! if douis, and aitract, particularly on aivy 
I intcrostin-; ‘ai’wet, general ^observation. 
Iliev, pi.-fabiy 


j , do not excite ? the weakest 
1 s’at* d’ohis majesty that tlie commiilcoon | in: on »Jji jhos e wh ose concern fo r the piifi- 
tho Muting bid stood as the ordered the clay, j lie welfare is the greatest? ButV'su , 
and explained to him the nature of the i this degree of publicity was now given iq 


L*xpla 

change that had taken place in the mode of 
proceeding, and the ivn-oijs which had in- 
duced the introduction ot a separate bill : the 
king afterwards asked jne whether the sepa- 
rate bill, intended to be brought forward was 
not the same as the Iridi act of parliament ? 
I stated to him the circumstances in which 


they differed to which I added, that l ap- f had, undoubtedly, been stated by one of my 


prehended it had been alrcaay explained to 
his majesty in the fifst dispatch wffich had 
been submitted to him I also stated the 
reasoits why I conceived the measure, in the 
extenj^ to which it was intended to be car- 
ried, to be of the utmost importance to the 
welfare and security of the government ot 
the country. And here, sir, I must acknow- 
ledge, that his majesty, upon ill at occasioif, 
did express a general dislike and disapproba- 
tion of the measure. I mean to state evfcry 
tlyng frankly, but I did understand Jhat 
conversation to conclude by words giving a 
consent, a Reluctant consent, I admit 


degree of publicity was now given \q 
the measure, and though it could not be 
misunderstood, during a whole weel^ which 
subsequently elapsed,. I remained jn com- 
plete ignorance, and without tly? slightest* 
suspicion of thievery serious^ncUas it ha.%^j- 
peared, insurmountable ohjeqio^’f " which** . 
have since been made to it. ^Objections 


colleague* (lord Sidmquth), /or whom I 
have great respect, upon the first atihring 
up of the misunderstanding which ha^ pre- 
vailed with respect to the extent of the oitlY 
these objections, during the internal of which * 
I have been speaking* assumed a more deci- 
ded form, and he offered his^jg^jgnation iu ^ 
consequence of them ; but though, after thg 
introductfon of the bill, I had communica- 
tion witl^re majesty in the course of my * 
officiyj^lmy on other subjects, 1 had no rea- 
son till the* Wednesday following, when^ 
was absent both from this house, ayd tram 
my usual ultendanc<^on his majestyf on ac- , 
✓ . V. 
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ner as to relieve 4 1 from the objections that 

prevailed against it, and at the same time 
leave it in a state in which it would be likeljr 
to attain those ends which his majesty's late 
ministers had in view when it was original- 
My proposed. — In this situation, sir, after 
anxiously 'Weighing all tfte circumstances of 
the case, we determined — (I should here ex- 
plain that the representations which were 
made in this stifle of the proceedings were 
confined to those members of the cabinet 
who had concurred in opinion upon the mea- 
sure to its full extent,) we determined, how- 
ever painful the sacrifice might personally 
be, to abandon the bill altogether. It was, 
1 say, a most painful sacrifice of personal 
feeling .to public duty ; a sacrifice which no- 
it would have been roosi ... ..... , thing short of a contra that the measure 

*1,11./ I could have entertained such a sus- Lhad been iutroducgtfGnder ? .uisunderstanrl- 
ejenif icouia ing into this house, could have induced me 

W Ln misunderstood by me, and as I had ! sire of doing what, under circumstances of 
wSc^dinthe unfortunate situation of such embarrassment, we conceived, after the 
wLTuchwthe bill under this misapprehen- | mostanxious deliberation, to be most cons.s- 
. introducing the D suspend any : tent with our respect to our sovereign, and 

fcnher orSedmJT upon it, till I should : with the obligations imposed on us ,n the 
ti ^h kd P fl n oouoruinity of explaining to his I double capacity of members of the admims- 
,e e circumstances of my conduct, j tration and of the legislature. In this situa- 
nwjesfythe n iehtof Thursday the ! tion we determined to make a sacrifice, 

i^Turl^d t" the house to postpone the j which in any case where personal feeling. 
12th propose it “ bU to a farther day, | and public duties come in competition with 

^t thetme m^reques^d an audience . eac/other, I hope I shall .never hesitate to 
and at the &a.me tim wM ious]y j make . it was, however, I repeat, a fereat 

°L hlS l^hnnoQrme with on the following and painful sacrifice ; and in .making it, it 

^ased to honour mew.thon e ^ was Ucessary that we should take care not 

me to belies e to place ourselves in a situation in which we 
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count of the death ofc'neSr relation, to be- 
fievc that any extension whatever of tht pro- 
posed measure, beydftd the provisions oT the 
Jrish act, had been found absolutely irrecon- 
cilable with his principles and his feelings. 
On that day (Wednesday, March the U th), 
Ilia majesty stated to lord GlenviJle hisdeci- 
ded objection, and referreef, asj having before 
•tariffed this objection, to the conversation . 
With which he had honoured me on the pre- 
ceding Wednesday. I certainly had not so 
understood his majesty, if I had, I need 
not say that I should have found myself 

bound by eNttimotiv^of liUe^st and duty 

to submit so im(JSrtant si-circumstance to the 
consideration of my colleagues before I mo- 
ved for leave to bTfeftht the bill. But, sir, 
it would have been roost unbecoming in me, 


i © 

jh&r&r: 
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uJiX was not as his minister acting in oppo- 
sition to his royal pleasure j lie was pleased 
to express his conviction that what had hap- 
pened had afisen from an erroneous concep- 
tion oi» my part, but acquitted me most gra- 
ciously. but most unequivocally, of any in- 
f 5 n tiona^iil 1 . regard of his opitiions. From 
that moment it’became a matter of the most 
anxious consideration to his majesty s minis- 
ters how they might best repair the- effects 
‘of thelWsunderktanding which had taken 
place : tftey immediately applied their atten- 
ilbnfb the means of reducing the new bill 
to the standard of the Irish act, in the hope 
tfwt they (night be able still to carry it for- 
ward as an public, measure under the 

wnction of TTs majesty** consent- But 
when wescame to examine the objections 
that had been made to it, they found 

to affect the measure in so considfflxifffs a 
decree, that, upon a full consideration of the 
^|k ct Kve were convinced there could be 
nofope of correcting the Nil in such* raan- 


miglit be made incapable of rendering here- 
after any useful service to the public. The 
circumstances which occurred rendered the 

measures to betaken, with a view to the fu- 
ture security and peace of Ireland, a consi- 
deration of greater delicacy and difficulty 
than ever. Our public duty and onr private 
honour made it indispensable that we should 
ke free and unfettSfred on this point of our 
necessary deliberations. * Circumstances had 
occurred hi an early perfed of these transac- 
tions, and had been more strongly manifest- 
ed during this latter period of the discussion, 
whi/:h implied a restriction on this important 
subject j and we found it necessary not only 
to reserve to ourselves the power of explain- 1 
ing to parliament our cdhduct with respect 
to^he bill we had consented to withdraw; 
and of declaring in parliament individually 
the dbinions which we hold with respect to 
the citholic claims, in the possible event of 
a diwtyssion of their petition ; but also tp 
state ir as essential to our own characters, as 
j 



well as to the public Interest, that the defer- it uotyieceasary I shSuld be allow- 

ence which we bad felt it our duty to shew, ed teadeefare the groBxds updp which an 
on this occasion, to the opinions arWr feelings pintJn, that I could nuffrenounce, had been 
expressed by his majesty, should not be un- formed ? But this, it ia said, was placing 
derstoodas restraining us from submitting, my opinion in opposition to thnt of my roy- 
from time to time, as it was our duty, tor his al master, and exposinjfbim to any odium*. 
Majesty’s decision, •such measures respect which might attach on a personal oppositoa 
ing that part of the united kifigdom, as the to the measure • I will not examine this 
course of circumstances should appear to charge as applicable to a member of parlia- 
requtre 5 accompanied within humble as Ynentj I will consular it only as affecting the 
aurance, that in discharging* that and every conduct of the king’s minuter and in thtf 
other pait ot oar duty, so long as his ma latter view, l thinV it n a\ be admitted, that 
jesty should think ht to honour us with his under the particular circumstances of the 
confidence, nothing should be omitted on our case, after the prejudice and a^irm which, 
part which could best testify our invariable hid bee 1 excited, afia wir^pdK\iew to the 
and respectful attac(nagnt to his majesf y , consequences likely to arise from a public 
and our smeerefc^d anxious concern for his agnation of the question, public reasons, 
majesty's personal and comfort, and for in no degree reflecting on his majesty, might 
the prosperity honcjur.of his majesty’s go- have been assigned foi withdrawing the bill; 

verument This^part of otir proceeding has *at the same time that I.migjht, with all the 
been most improperly misrepiesented to the respect dqp fiom a minister of the crown, 
public It has been stated in that mutilated and with the freedom of a men ber of 
publication to which 1 have already alluded,* parliament, have endeavouied to explun to 
as if we had reserved to ourselves the power the satisfaction of the house the reasons 
of bringing this particular measure a|ain which had influenced my conduct Sir* 
before parliament , and the important words do not believe that there is one member of 
'« Jot your majesty's decision ,” as well is the right feeling in the* house, who will denjr 
^concluding paragiaphs are in that extiact that this course was necessary to the support 
"omitted, purposely to give a false coloui to of my consistency ^nd honour, and I feel* 
the proceeding Not only was the respect- equally confident in asserting, that it was 
ful statement which we made m writing to in no degree inconsistent with my duty as 
his majesty, accompanied with our declara- a minuter of the crown But it was neies- 
tion of our sincere and anuous desire to sary that we should look beyond-the conduct 
consult, on all occasions, his majesty's per- to be pursued m withdrawing (be bill The 
sonal ease and c comfort , but it was distinct- Catholic petition, it now seemed certain, 
lv stated prison illy, both by my lord Gren- w oufrl pa*- 1 — It was to 

ville and myself, th it it would be our con- be apprehended, that the discussion nr) it 
stant wish anu endeavour to keep from him, would be urged with in reased rather than 
as much as possible, all subjects which might dinymshed earnestness, in consequence of 
be distressing to his mind. I appeal then the disappointment likely to be £elt from the 
tvith confidence to the house, on the punty | failure of the bill which had been proposed* 
of the motives by whteh we were actuated, With this prospect before us, what were^wh 
on the deference and respect shewn, to the todo> Were 4ve to determine 4 ^ j^notnegr 
utmost limit of our public duty, to his ma our former opinions? Were we, which 
jesty's personal feelings aM opinions — But^ wouldhaveb en no less disgraceful, toolfterve 
was it necessary to make that reserve which the rttp^cted discussion in perfect silence > 

1 have stated, and #hich, in consequence No, S r j ncithei of these Shing^ cquld, X# 
of the fouliest misrepresentation, has been 1 think, be expected of us There *fas only 
the object of such severe censure 7 I beg | then a thud line of conduct to vvHvch*iw,o , 
the house to considei the situation in which | could look, and that was a fiee declaration 
We w^re placed The bill already introSu- of our sentiments on this nnpoitant qtres- 
ced f and received with apparent favour by tipn 1 hose of his^najt sty’s ministers who 
the house, was to be withdrawn Was it not agreed in general ©if this imjfretant question-* - 
necessary that, in withdrawing, I should, in might adopt a different line of conduct, with 
justice tornyself, endeavour to shew that it had respect tqpany disciftsion 811 the •petition*/ 
not been lightly and wantonly proposed? Some^plght think themselves actlpg best for 
Could I doso without some reference to the ar-' the^fneral interest by supporting a previous* 
^Uments, by which I had originally supported question ;* othe»s mignt feel themsekSS 
it, and which 1 will not npw repeat ? , Was bound to support the prayer of th f peutioa 

Vo V“- k 1 . * . . V. 
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quired of ua, jVent not only to the question 
of concessions to the catholics, but to all 
measurefi connected withit.— Sir, I •sm ful- 
ly convinced that the motives and opinions, 
as far as they were personal motives and 
opinions, which dictated that demand on 
the pari of his majesty, were of the purest 
nature. I haVebeen but a short lime in the 
sen ire of his majesty ; but 1 have had 
many opportunities of observing his gfa- 
tained upon this question, 'let me put it the ; cioqg and benevolent intentions towards 
othef way. Suppose that the billr had been ■ his people, of his affection for them, and 
abandoned after the discussion, and in 'the his desire to promote their happiness and 
^manner tlwt L have f state^. Suppose, that, J welfare. As far as he was personally con- 
shaving so ehgiggd to obandon it, we had j cerned (1 say nothing of those who may 
gone to the t*o houses of parliament, and j hsfve advised Vim) -*..*far as his majesty w'as 
without any previous intimation to Ins ma i (persona lly concerned, sure he was 

jesty, both in withdrawing the bill, and 
afterwards on the introduction of the peti 


if urfpi iw'propfi respect full terms. 
But a free /eclara|^n of 'their opinions was 
~«q&ally necessary \ from all; and wnli this 
necessity before us, 1 ask the house, whe- 
ther we could, injustice to ourselves, or in 
•fairness to his m jtfsty, in the situation to 
which things wove ttfen brought, omit hum- 
IVy submitting to him the view yre entertain- 
ed of the conduct which ,it fcould be re- 
quisite for us to hold. If p doubt is enter- 


* tion, supported the opinions upon the C’a* 
tholic question ^vhicli we are kupwu to hold 
If we had done this, I, desire to know what 
would have been the charge made against' 
us, by those \*lui now accuse us of an un- 1 
fair and disrespectful proceeding towards 
that sovereign, whom, on account of his 
high situation and his* personal virtues, we 
are equally bound to revere.— We took 
therefore that course wjnrh appeared to us 
to be most fair and honourable. Our rea- 
sons were re-pert fully stated to his majesty, 
and we . laimed a right to pronounce our 
opinions iu parliament on the occasions al- 
ready stated} and also to submy for his ma- 
jesty’s decision, from time to time, such 
advice resgp ptog fjr?lfl ,1£A r -Msc-rfftyse of 
cgpJWfffSncts and the interests of the em 
,pire should require. This I am sure, in 
point of fairness, cannot be reprehended ; 
and it was equally supported by motives of 
pe^sonai respect and public duty^ to our so- 
vereign aivl to our country. — A minute writ- 
ten wjjh^ih.is view, aud e*pres«ed in the 

^Tnost respectful language, was accordingly 
sent to his.maje.sty. The royal, answer ex- f 
pressed satisfaction at our determination to 
, ; withdraw thrill, in deference to the king’s 

* opinions. It caressed some dissatisfaction, 

. thgt v*c should toel it necessary as indivi* 

'duals to express our opinions both on with- 
. drawing the bill, aud in any discussion which 
might take place on the petition. But |he 
* latter part4£nour statement it required us 
absolutely to withdraw, declaring that his 
. majesty*could never consent to ^iny conces- 
sions to lf\c catholics which \v%\night in 
r * future propose to him ; and dfmandJfi&froiir 
. Ue a positive assurance, which, ‘as explain- 
ecfbvf^ vr^iJte context of what was re- 


actuated by the mos^r-Jnscientious* motives, 
and the most hom*l{pble hikings. But with 
such a requisitiJu, sir, we found it impossi- 
ble to comply, consistently with any idea 
we entertained of duty or of honour. We 
felt it incumbent on us most respectfully 
and humbly, but most explicitly, to repre- 
sent to his majesty, that those intrusted 
with administration were bound by every 
obligation to submit to his majesty, without 
reserve, the best advice they could frame 
to meet the vai inns exigencies and dangers 
of the times ; r.nd that the present l'ormid- 
able*situation of Ireland required a repeated 
donsideiation of every,, fresh circumstance 
that might occur. We submitted. Shat in 
forbearing to urge any farther, while we 
continued in his majesty’s service, the mea- 
sure that had been pioposcd to #parl ianu-nt, 
we had gone to the utmost limits ot our 
public duty ; that we considered it would be 
criminal in us to bind ourselves to withhold 
from his majesty, under all the circumstances 
that might arise, the counsels that might 
appear to us indispensably necessary ; and 
that it was not possible for us, consistently 
with our sense of our obligations as the 
king’s sworn counsellors, to give assurances 
which would Mm pose* upon us a restraint, 
incompatible with tht, faithful discharge of 
our most important tat y. The consequence 
was, that the next day, his nfajesty, certain- 
ly with the most gracious and kind expres- 
sions with regard to every other part*'of our 
conduct, communicated to us his intention 
to look out foV other tiiinisters. On the day 
after, we l^eard that other persons; not 
then in the number of his majesty’s servants, 
f had been sent for ; and I was authorised a 
few days afterwards, in consequence of a 
request which I made, to declare to the hojAse 
t hay it was his majesty’s intention to form 3 



mi parl. 

New Administration. * On Tnrsday test, his 
majesty sign: tied to us his pleasure:' that we 
should, on the following day. deliver up 
our seals of office we accordingly did so.-— 
This, sir, is the history of the whole trans- 
action. I have not referred to any papers 
to support my statement but I do wish, 
and am extremely anxious, thaf all the docu- 
ments that can be furnished may meet the 
public eye not in an improper, mutilated, 
or partial state. I shall be most happy, it 
his majesty is graciously pleased to give 
permission to his new servants to produce 
every paper that has passed upon the subject, 
in order that they may underjo the fullest 
examination in this f trust it will 

appear from thAmamapers, •that the state- 
ment l lfav£ made il**?orrect in all its parts; 
and if that sflftwrjtent J^e ^correct, that the 
house will be 1 satisfied upon the following 
points ; first, that it was not without strong 
inducements of public interest that we pro- 
posed this measure originally to hi* majesty ; 
secondly, that whatever misunderstanding 
may unfortunately have arisen, we did not 
propose it to parliament without a firm 
persuasion that it had his majesty’s sanctum ; 
thirdly, that when that misunderstanding 
was discovered, we went to the inmost 
limits of our duty in conceding the measure 
upon which that misunderstanding •had 
arisen ; and, fourthly, that in addition tf> 
that concession, under the' peculiar circum- 
stances in which we were placed, the res- 
pectful request tliat we submitted to his ma- 
jesty, to sri+ow us the liberty to explain our 
opiuiuns and conduct upon the particular 
measure, accompanied, as it was, by a decla- 
ration of our wish to consult his personal 
ease and comfort, was not wantonly pressed 
upon lus majesty, but from motives of duty 
and respect; and that ^he reserve we made 
as to the freedom of our future advice, was 
indispensable to our character and situation, 
,as ministers of the crown aAd as servants ot 
the public — These, sfr, are therefore the 
ppjnu w hich I wish th* house to undersfand. 
This statement, which, though at some 
length, isatterall perhaps too cursorily given, 
is that which I have wished to lay before the 
house Aid the public. I shall be ready now. 
or at any future time, to go more fully into it 
whenever it shalbbe required of me.— »-Sir, 

: I shall conclude by declaring tjjiat l feel no 
j disposition to complain, I am sure, as l 
j have already stated, that there can be but 
t one feeling and oiie opinion of the gracious 
: tjlJilneas yf Ips majesty, wjtfi respect to 
1 • 


every class /md de.sodfljjfcn otYis subjects 5 
and soflfar from being a Arty to join in any 
thing Aat might lessen rant attachment due 
to a virtuous sovereign from an affectionate 
and grateful people, no # man can be mbre 
anxious than 1 am to p^pmore and secure 
to the utmost of nfy power. I should indeed 
be most ungrateful if I could be actuated 
by a different v feeling; for 1 have hadjT 
during the short period <ff my services, 
repeated marks bfvjis majesty's royal appro- v 
bation ; and l have the comfort and satisfnc- v 
tion, in retiring from office, to be able to 
st.»te, up n the authority Af- hiv majesty's j* 
own gracious assurance, tha^wfll this clifte- 
rence occurred, his majesty has been satis- 
fied, that, however deficient I may have 
been in ability, I have constantly endeavour- 
ed, diligently and faithfully, to discharge 
my duty to him and to .the public — Sir, I 
stated in tl*e outset that I "would abstain 
from every thing like argument upon the 
subject Upon the subject of the assurance 
required of us, I have, therefore, without 
discussing it as to its print iple or its tenden- 
cy, stated little more, than that I felt it to 
be a requisition, to which 1 could not sub- 
scribe consistently with mv honour or* my 
duty. I should indeed think it not only 
unconstitutional but highly criminal in any 
minister who could accept of or retain 
power subject to such a restraint. With 
that opinion, therefore, •h’.s majesty’s lat« • 
ministers wwe compelled resp£crfullv but 
decidedly to declare, that it was a stipulation 
which* t wwM without* 

forfeiting their own esteem, and inasmuch 
as it must fetter and confine them in the* 
exercise of their judgments, on those points, 
on which they ought to he iyost* free, 
without depriving tht*n of the diameter 
of useful and honourable servant £ to their* 
king and their eountry — Heve';*i^;^I sha!?^ 
tor the present leave my conduct to the 
f undid consideration of tli£ house and* or 
the puAlic; I should be - anxious* hmve.er, 
it any thing should arise out "of tbis^hat 
could induce anv gentleman .to tlfuik it 
a proper subject for a motion, when thos^ 
persons return to their s*\tfs, who*? presence • 
at the discussion is considered to fie necess- 
ary* that the qiiestioi? should be tafken lip 
with as little delay .^•possible^fcH am there- 
fore desirous tlva* the adjournment s olefr 
be short, juid 1 had %op*«d "that 'day - , 
se’nnidjji^oy which day the new Aprils may 
with^ea^w £>e«re urned, would navi* Devil* 
proposed for our* meeting again ; but tfo 
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difference oft'&o dajrfil *> sn»al], that I do ordnance, generals on the itatf $ these were 
not feel disposed repress it. I shall /there- no\ in the Irish act of 1793.— He must make 
fore consent to the motion, stating >only, another observation on what the noble lord 
that I shall be most anxious that the discus- advanced in respect to the state °f Ireland ; 
tiom may take place^on the earliest possible for the noble lord gave as a reason for the 
- -^ay afteY the house "t^all have concluded its introducing the catholic bill, the alarming 
recess t state of Ireland. The&on. general said he 

fMr Huskisson said a *few words in vin- had often heaVd allusions made by gentle- 
diqaiion of himself from the suspicion of men now on that side of the house, in re- 
being in any Way concerned in the par- spect to the state of Ireland, allusions which 
tial misrepresentation and suppression of tended more to inflame the public mind, and 
the minutes of the, cabinet. 'Besides, he to inculcate fancied notions of distress, 
thought that these minutes might have been which in fact did not exist, rather than to 
^very innocently 4, communicated to others, soften or relieve any distress, if it had ex- 
who appearcfetainly to* have made a very isted. He wirhed, before gentlemen quit- 
improper use of that .communication. ted that house f?T»4wt*.holjdays, that they 

Mr. Fuller rose, to ask the noble lord should know thd' real siVj/fion of the great 
if the Slave Trade Abolition bill had been body of the people ie^Jreland, f or the fact 
introduced into that house by the persons was, they were ^drqpdy pwtfmcipated ; the 
composing the l$te administration, in lheir peasantry, the lower class — nay, the mid- 
individual capacities as members of parlia- die classes, were in the same state of that 
ment, or in their collective character of the ( description of persons in England ; there 
government 'was not an iota of difference between the 

Lord Hawu:k replied, that the bill in Vic^est members tenants of that house and 
question had been introduced by certain of his own or any gentleman’s tenants in Ire- 
bis colleagues and himself, in their iudivi- land: they had 10s. freeholds; could vote 
dual capacity of members of parliament. for members of parliament ; could sit on 
Mf fuller wished to put another question Juries; could hold the commission of the 
« to the noble lord: were the seals* delivered up peace, and every office (except those of the 
by the late ministers on Tuesday last ? lord chancellor and the Judges, comman- 
Lord Howick. I have only to repeat what der hi chief, and general on the staff) 
bas been already stated, that his majesty wtos open to the Irish at this moment. So 
, required the seals of office on Tuesday : they that in f.ict, the 'great body of the 4 people 
were delivered in on yesteiday morning. had nothing to complain of, , nothing to gain 
Mr Brand gave notice that he would, by the noble lord’s measure, nor did they 
on Thursd ay f erHi ig ht,— t uuvi .i c r iaTn Jteso- care or think about it. These were mat- 
lmions expressive of his opinion of the con* ters of fact not generally understood or known 
duct of the late administration, and of the by the English gentlemen, and therefore 
, grounds upon which his # majesty had been he thought it right that the house should 
advisedno dismiss hi* late servants. not separate without these observations.— 

General Loj'tus rush to make two obser- It was then ordered that the House should 
Vations on 4 what had fallen from the noble at its rising adjourn to* Wednesday the 8th of 
Jprd (Hqjy-ek) first, in respect to the act April, 
of 1793, and what passed at that time in ■ ■■ ■■■— -— 

Irefind. The npble lord said that the Go- M aoths of Loans, 

vernment of that day had pledged, itfelf to JMtinesdaf, April's. 

# carry Jnj* effect the boon grauted to the [MiPutis.] The house met pursuant to 
JrUh Catholics to England, 'i he noble lord adjournment. About twenty peers were 

, waa. mistaken ; something only was held sworn in, and took their places. An inter- 
• out, that possibly this boon might at a fu- va) then succeeded of apparently much sus- 
ture day be extended to Great Britain, no- pense, when it was expected that the* order 
thing more j there wa«%o pledge whatever, of the day would be moved for the marquis 
Besides, alHtffot was %fanted to, the Irish of Stafford's motion Yespefcting the recent 
Catholics was the holding . commissions change of administration. After some con- 
^ in theafmy toi certafti rank. Jtat the no- ( sultation, however, between lords Holland, 
We lo«M‘sJropobii u*n went much fibber ; it Grenville, Stafford, &c. 

* extended to the highest tanks in j he arhly— The Marquis of Stafford rose and sat'd, 
cenimander in chief, masters general of the that in consequence of the indisposition of 
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many noble lord*, who wpre anxiext* to 
attend the debate opon the motion of wbifch^ 
he had given notice for that day*, he was v 
desirous to afford every accommodation in 
his power for their attendance. Jn that 
persuasion of the existing circumstances 
respecting these noble persons, he should 
move, that the order ot the*day for taking 
that motion into consideration that day be 
discharged, and that a nevJ «>rder be made 
for the entertaining the sfme mot i op on 
Monday next ; and that their lord -hips be 
accordingly summoned for that day . Ordered . 

The Lord CnanceUor (Eldon), who this 
day took his seat on the wool»Ack for the first 
time since his recen^tfipQljKment, rose to 
make some obSy^ptions #n the probable 
impracticably thw^fihe report of the bill on 
the ScotchJufoc^i ure, ^;ould be ready before 
Tuesday; on thaf*day it 'might be settled 
what situation was to be occupied by the 
Scotch judges during the present discussion. 
Until that decision took place, he was of 
opinion that the report on the- bill could not 
wHl be proceeded on. He should ther^bre 
move, that the report be taken into conside- 
ration on Wednesday next. Ordered. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, April 8. 

[Minutes ] The house met pursuant to 
adjv moment. Atyut thirty new membeis 
were Sworn, and took thrir seats.— The new 
ministers also v took their seats on the trea- 
suryberich. — New writs were ordered for 
the TRJTTJhgh of West Looe, in the room 
of James Buller, esq, who had accepted the 
office of one of the lords of the admiralty ; 
for the borough of Weymouth, in the room 
of sir James Pulteney, who had accepted the 
"office of secretary at war; for Dorchester, 
in’ the room of the hoift Cropley Ashley, who 
had accepted the office of clerk of the ord- 
nance ; for Liskeard, in the room of the 
hon. W. Elliot, who had Acc epted the office^ 
of one of the’ lords of the trt?asiiry ; for the 
borough of Haslermwe, in the roewn of R. 
Ward, esq. nndfoi the county of Dumfries, in 
the room of the hon. W. Hope, who had ac- 
cepted the offices of lords of the admiralty. — 
Mr. Vansittart, chairman of the Shrewsbury 
election committee, reported, that general 
Ferguson had been Absent ffom that com- 
mittee for some days, on account of illn^s. 
Dr. Scott proved the fact oT the general 
illness, and he was excused for his saicl 
absence — Sir John Newport brought in the* 
Irish Loan bill, which was read a first time. 
•—The Irish malt and spirit duty bill was 


read a third time anej passed ,Vas wax also 
the Irish office fees bill. — Lorc^G. Thynne 
informed the house, froir* the bar, that»hit 
majesty bad been waited upon with the 
address of the 25th of March, praying.hit 
majesty not to grant any office during fife^ 
which was not uyially^o granted, and that 
his majesty had Ijpen pleated to return 
following gracious answer : — “ His majesty 
f * acquaints h’i faithful Commons, that he 
“ will take the subject of their Address into 
“ his mcv»t spriou^con side rati on ; and thinks* 

“ it proper, at the satne time, to inform 
“ them, that he £as thought ii fit to provide, 
that in a grant lyjtv tojjfifdfiade of the'*'* 
” office of Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan* 

“ caster, the office shall be conferred only 
“ during his royal pleasure. — His majesty. 

“ assures his faithful commons, that^in the 
9 “ execution of the powers with which he 
“ isintrusjed by law togra&t certain offices 
€€ for life, as in th^exercise of all the prero- 
€t gatives of his crown, his conduct will at 
rr all times be governed by an anxious atteii- 
“ tion to the public interest and welfare.** » 


House &y lords. 

Thursday, Apiil p. 

[Minutes.] The royal assent was^gtaeft . 
by commission to the royal family annuity 
bill, and the Irish paper duty bill. The com- 
missioners were the lord chancellor, lord 
Aylesford, and lord , Walsingham. — The 
treasuryshi$> of the navy regulation bill, 
naval prizes bill, Irish malt duty bill, and 
Irisfy revenue j;egulat ion bill, were received 
from the commons, and read a fiist time. 


9 HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

Thursday, April g. . 

[Minuses ] — Sir «W. Curtis *p4psentjd a 
petition from the London Clergf, incorpo* 
rated by the jitle of the president and fel- 
lows of Sion College, withip fee city of 
London, sotting forth, ** That jhe (petition- 
ers have learnt that a bilHias been for some 
time, and is now, depending-ir^lWiament, 
for enabling his majesty to a\ail nVnSelf of # 
the services of nil his liege subjects in his pa- 
val and military force$, jn the manuer ther^-, * 
in mentioned; and the petitioners feel it 
ifoeir duty to express heir serious apprehen- 
sions of the da ngt*» likely to^Le from the .« 
said bilijf carried into a law; and the) con- 
ceive thism ensure to*afibrdtt most»jormida- . 
blc prepWent of departing, in a/eading-amf ** 
imyMant instance, from the principles of % 
our constitution, in church and stale, as as- 
serted in the ever- memorable Bil^f Rights, • 
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the basis of oy laws and liberties \ ancl that 
tie oaths any deciaratrons* provided in that 
wu, and preceding!, and subsequent alts c*t 
parliament, are not inore than sufficient for 
die preservation of the chutch establishment 
against the attempts of those, whose piiuci- 
” pies eier have been, ^ind e^ver mustTemain, 
in direct hostility to it ; apd that the peti 
tioViers, instructed by all experience, appre- 
hend that those who have e/hr abu&ed pow- 
er when they have possessed^ it, to the pur- 
poses f>{ founding their ciwn dominion on 
jhe destruction of the civil and religious li- 
'berties of mankind, and the true principles 
Christ iaftsigferat iotV.^ wdbld be inclined, 
if circumstances permitted, to pursue the 
same conduct ; and that placing military 
trusts and commands in the hands of persons 
SO disposed, would enable them to extort 
any otlVer concession they might be induced 
to demand, and furnish them with a power- 
ful instrument to carry on their projects with 
effect, to the utter ruin of our happy consti- 
tution in' church and state, which must stand 
sOT fall together ; and therefore prating, that 
the abouu- mentioned bill may not pass into a 
law, and that the hopse, in its wisdom, 
will be pleased to maintain and preserve in- 
violate those laws, which experience has 

* proved to be the best safeguards of our na- 
tional happiness and security, and under Di- 
vine Providence, t lie firmest support of the' 
title of our beloved monarch and his august 
faiftily to the^ throne of this united king- 
dom."— Ordered to lie upon the table.-— — 
I/ud Folkestone presente d a peti tion Iron: 
Wm. Drake, setting forth, “ That the* pe- 
titioner, to his extreme grief and mortifica- 
tihn, was dt dared by the house to have been 
guilty of wilful falsehood* and gross p^e 
varication^ the evicjynre given by him 
bpfofe the* Jjouse, on a Fetitiop of James 
Pauil, esq relative to the West min 
•ter electin’, t and was ther upon by the 
order, of the house, on the 18tl» of March 
committed io t Newgate, w here he has t ever 
since remain* 4 ^ and that it appeart, fiom 

•return Sr nyifie to the House, that the petition- 
er ior many years served in his majesty’s na- 

• vyj and was wounded in such sen ice, so as 
tto occasion the loss of fiis leg, and that the 
petitioner has a wife aitf c ild, altogether 
dependant on him for c svppo»t t who, in 

"“consequence of* bis impi-soi>mert,« aie in 
great distress; ynd thq death of his father 
Lrkicebis jirmrisonment has been jHv^ductive 
: ,of additional calamity to him ; ^iitd uh^he 
petitioner is most sincerely sorrv 'at having 
. incifrred the displeasure of the house, and 


intreats the clemency |>f tjie bouse to be ex- 
tended towards liim and his family, who, if 
his imprisonment should be continued, will 
be in a state truly deplorable ; and therefore 
piaying, that the house will be pleased to 
take his situation into its consideration, and 
to order that he may be «dUc barged from his 
confinement, t»x to grant to him such other 
relit f as in its humanity it shall think fit.” 
— The petit lon^bax ing been read, the Speak- 
er said it was his duly to call the attention 
of tk£ house to the substance of this petition. 
It had been hr.hcrto customary when per- 
sons committed under such circumstances as 
those in which the petitioner stood, solicit 
ted from that h\use^J^xercise of its bene- 
volent in their f^v'otir, b^^tlering their li- 
beration, that they shouj^.at least confess the 
crime for which they stcyad committed, 
thereby acknowledging the justice of the 
sentence, and expressing their contrition. 
But the petition just now read contained no 
such acknowledgment — The petition was 
allowed to remain on the table, without any 
further observation. 

[Chance of Administration.] Mr. 
Brand rose for the purpose of bringing for- 
waid his promised motion, and add tested the 
house as follows : — I rise, sir, to submit to' 
the house a few observations on a subject of 
great Rational importance, and involving in 
it questions of the most serious constitutional 
consider.it ion. And in do'ing so, sir, 1* can- 
not help cxpiessing my si mere regie! that a 
duty of well moment had not devolved upon 
some member more competent to i!\ k«.ge 
it than the humble individual who, m his 
zeal for the constitution, was heedless of the 
difficulties his inferiority must in such an 
undertaking have to contend against. But, 
sir, however inadequate I may prove, l * 
have to conjure the houtc not to attribute the 
feebleness of the advocate to the weakness 
of the cause, but rather be disposed to con- 
clude that, as a becoming sense of the great- 
dess of the question an4 of the tribunal fills 
me with jjjsmay, so should the indulgence 
of this house contribute to repnove it. Sir, 

1 cou]d have wished to have* staid those 
foul calumnies that presumed with equal ig- 
norance and malice to prejudge and fo con- 
demn | he motives that influenced the con- 
duct of his majesty’s lak* servants, so far as 
that conduct related to the unfortunate mis- 
understanding c ihat led to their dismissal j 
ar.d this, sir, pot upon the principle of pre- 
ferring any one ministiy, or of adhering tq 
.my one party, but upon the great and un* 
shaken cunwclion, that the unrestricted pjp« 
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pagation of such, landers, Hntfevef gross or I range of their advice, or tpteontrc 
false, tend in an alarming degree - to vitiate free - exercise of their judgmefcts. 1 
»h« nublic mind, and thus to assail political men/ who truly understood the rmblv 


&66 


the public mind, and thus to assail political 
integrity in its very source : for they have 
but empty notions of our greatness as a peo 
pie, who do not understand that public vir 
tuc is national securfty. I repeat, therefore, 
sir, that I wish sufch slanders nad been staid, 
at least until the ingenuous, manly, and lu 
ruinous statement of the nobl® lord { Howick) 
had gone abroad, and rendered them# con- 
temptible and harmless. Sir, that statement 
enabled me to form a clear and satisfactory 
opinion of the conduct of the late ministers, 
immediately previous to thei%depnrture from 


power ; and, as % I question upon 

that part of thejp.fcnduct Is involving great 
consiitutlHQal principles, ^ have foregone 
my original inVeoti on qf going at large into ^ your 
the general merits* of their administration ; 
and shall confine myself to a brief conside- 
ration of that conduct Which has been the 
subject of so much discussion, and to the 
principles by which it appears to have Jjeefl 
regulated. I presume then, sir, 1 will not 
be thought to have stated a very hazardous 
proposition, when I assert, that it tlus law 
# has taken responsibility from the executive, 
it has secured the people by attaching that 
responsibility to the servants ot the crown 
Independent then of all constitutional •consi - 
derations, I would is it consistent with 
cumtrlbn sense or commofi justice to exact a 
written pledgcjrestrictive ot the tree exercise 
of judgment, from those men who are alone 
to US'nsponsible ? Is it reasonable to expect 
that men should pledge themselves to act con- 
trary to the dictates of their own judgment, 
when they only can suffer and be punished 
for that conduct of which they disapprove ? 

?But sir, -when considered m a constitutional 
point of view, the ‘question is only less 
absurd, because it is more alarming. If the 
crown is not responsible, and if the servants 
of thecrown are allowed to^dedge themseli*e%| much to 
to the executive, What becomes of that 
responsibility which • in iuelf the kest pre- 
servative of the constitution. If the king 
is not responsible by law, and his ministers 
are not responsible by virtue of certain ini- 
tiate^ pledges, I would ask, where is the 
people’s security against the evils of bad 
go ernment ? 4»ar Ufc it from me to question 
the exercise of the prerogative; the kifg 


or tp^ontroul the 
Hqpeit 

nily understood the public good, 
who were loyal to their king, and ju*t to 
their country, could noj listen fur a morhent 
to any pledge that v^xu to restrain theiff^^ 
from offering su£h advice as they from time 
to tipie might in •their consciences ihinR it 
[.necessary to propose. But such men were 
not to be confoared vitft those political 
adventurers who^ in their eager pursuit of 
power mtd emolument, were not ashamed, 
while they pledged themselves to thecrown, 
to proifet their invalid seoutity jfc> a deluded^ - 
people. Sir, upon fhe respdtisibility of the 
king's servants there can be,* in the house, 
but one opinion, and though I c!o not at all 
think it necessary to obtrude longer upon 
valuable time, by attempting- ‘ to 
demonstrate constiuuiomU principles that 
may be so justly termed "axiomatic ; yet, 
when I consider how intimately the sacred 
duty of a privy counsellor is involved in the 
present question, I cannot abstain, taking it 
in this point of view, from submitting to 
you one further observation. The duty of 
a privy conn seller, ds stated by Lord Coke, * 
requires him to advise “ generally in 
all things that m.iy be to the king’s honour* 
and behoof, and to the good of bra 
realms, lordships and subjects, without 
partiality or exception of persons, not 
iea\ ing or eschewing sf> to do for affectidn, 
love, inert, doubt, or dread of any 
person or persons.” This, sir, in my 
humble opiulw, brings the question within 
the narrowest compass. Could the late 
ministers, consistently with the oath they 
ha<k taken as prjjy counsellors, have sub- 
scribed the pledge requited of them*? Here, 
then, sir, •will l leave it to the^fiousdT } 
shall not now enter into a «kfiml of the 
conduct of tlrt* late administration; in my 
review of it, 1 find nothing id censure^ and 
applaud. It is ijut lbr "me, sir, to 


remifid jhis house of their services; it « 
not for me to tell this house Hfia?\iuit admi- < 
nihtration, in the hour of their oibfai ratal, 
possessed the entire confidence of paiiiameh*, 

I have now, sir, only ’to thank the house* 
for their indulgence, and to move '* That 
it.i# contrary to the first duties of fhe confi- 
dential servants of"the crow*E“ ’to restrain 


_ themselwe* by any pledge expressed or h3- 
has an undoubted right to appoint his own j plied, lVopi offering Po the Icing any advieo* 
servants, to select his own counsellors, to. whidu-me course of eircuniM Alices may 


advance his ministers to dignities, or to dis- 
cuss them from his service — but 1 maintain 
„ that the king has not a right to. restrict die 


rendPri nec^sstiy for die welfare and security 
of any part of h ; s inanity ’s t xtempfe 


pure. 


extenjif 
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bitrny monarchy. jut wbat mrrety did the 
country possess, that this duty would be ho- 
nestly performed by those men who could 


Mr, Lanrte rose tCLsecond the motion of 
fcishon. fri/nd, from which at n b time could 
he refuse to withhold his support ; but x which 
at the present moment he thought a question | restrain themselves' by a pledge to withhold 

/• . ■ . _ l : a . l .. J..'. r. — L!. • _ 


of (vital importance to the constitution ; and 
««t)ad his speech evetf^een less clear, eloquent, 
and satisfactory, he (Ml. L.) should not 
hcve ventured to obtruderat length upon the 
indulgence of the house: for though the 
subject was of the first m/gnitude, yet he 
thought the spirit of the Question hy within 
a very narrow compass The rumours of an 
intended change of administration, and which 
^so much agitated the publiq mind, he for one 
most deeply lamented to find realized ; more 
especially as their dismissal was said to be in 
consequence of their declining to abdicate a 
right, or rather a duty, so important as that 
of adwsing their sovereign in all public mat 
texs to the best gf tl\eir judgment and con- 
sciences. He Was seriously concerned to see 
removed from the councils of tiieir sovereign, 
the men who were such able props to the 
constitution, at a moment when their ser- 
vices ycre so necessary : and he thought 
that the house would be wanting to its own 
dignity, if it deferred fc> express ^its opinion 
upoii such a subject. He was glad, how* 
ever, that the period of adjournment gave 
the house time to reflect calmly and delibe- 
rately upon the subject; to impress them 
witb the necessity of adopting some resolu- 
tion, expressive of their sentiments ; and he 
therefore triftted, the one now proposed by 
his hon. friend, would be carried by a larger 
majority, and be adopted iu-*wnore decided 
manner, than any question which had ever 
been brought before ihat house. The con- 
stitution of this realm required that theming, 
in exertisiqg the functions of government, 
should take the advice*of the two<great coun- 
cils of thef nation, the houses of lords and 
commons. But the slow progress as well as 
publicity of* their deliberations would, in 
matfy instances, destroy that recrecy, and 
interfere with tfiat promptitude and dis- 
patch, sp^often necessary to the success of 
the measures of the government. It had 
been adopted as a principle coeval with the 
• constitqtion, that the right and duty of both 
houses to advice the sovereign, might be de- 
puted to a selection from the members .of 
both houses*- chosen 15/ his majesty as his 


privy councillors, by whose advice*, every act 
the' government* Was suppled to be 
guided ; ^id thus, as far as was possible in 
S human institution, to give lu thefrfcb go-' 
veenment of England all ihe advantages of 
secrecy %ad dispatch which belong, to an ar* 




their advice from his majesty, upon any oc- 
casion, however important or Indispensable 
to the security of his majesty's dominions ? 
What security had the country against such 
men giving their sovereign the worst advice, 
or how could#* fie people be secure of their 
liberties, undet the government pf men, 
who, for the sake of possessing power, could 
viclate their duty to their sovereign, break 
their oaths as privy councillors, and risk their 
responsibility | as ministers? By such men, 
mischievous might be advised, 

which the wisdtyn of pak^fSient could never 
repair; indeed, neither pcliJiamfxf nor the 
country could place any r eljpete on men who 
could pledge themselves *io withhold the sa- 
lutary advice from their sovereign, which 
they were bound by their oaths and their du- 
ties, in all cases to give Sir Edward Coke 
|*had said, that, in the quaint language of the 
times, it was the wish of one of the greatest 
tyrants that had ever sat upon the throne of 
England, Henry VIII. that his privy coun- 
cillors should leave all simulation and dissi- 
mulation at the porter's lodge, when they 
came to council. In his remark upon this, 
he had said, that the truth and the whole 
troth alone should reach the royal ear. But 
what was to be the security of the people of 
this country, if the doctrines now broached 
should be established ? The country and the 
parliament might say to themselves-, dj«'t his 
majesty’s ministers were cariy ng on their 
measures for reasons known to them, but 
which they could not divulge consistently 
with their oaths as privy councillors What, 
however, would be the fact? Ministers 
might be doing that tthich they knew to be 
wrong, and omitting that which they knew 
to be right, because, by their pledge, they 
would have tied*up their hands and their 
tongues, and not be# in possession of the 
means of fulfilling th*»r duty, or complying 
with their oaths. On this ground he sup- 
ported the resolution. If such a doctrine as 
that of the pledge required were to be allow- 
ed* to pass, or to be sanctioned, the crtistita- 
tion would be at an end. Ministers might 
be men of raflk and tidents> but by signing 
gpeh a pledge^ they would resign their duty 
as honest counsellors of the crown ; and If 
'the house were to sit silent on such a ques- 
tion, it would abandon that constitution 
which it was its pride, its duty, and its glcfrf 
to maintain, to preserve, and to defend. 
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General Craufurd said, 1 rise, sir, with removal of those' disabilities t? which the 
all that diffidence which a person* naturally Romp catholics are now subject; scruples, 
feels when be offers himself for the first that have the most religious, and 1 must 
time to the notice of so august an assem- say, the most constitutional four dation, 
bly as this, and that diffidence is extremely because they arise frofa the most sacred* 
increased by a consciousness of my iimbi- doubts, as well fas t<f the admissibility, in 
lity to do justice to a subject of such im- a religious sensa* of giving such extep- 
portance as that now before the house, sive latitude ta the coronation oath, as in 
But, sir, on this most moixfeetous occasion, a political sense, of deviating so widely 
it is impossible for me to gfte a silent ^ote ; from the fundamental principles of the con- 
and I am particularly desirous of explaining stitutioiv&nd from doubts too of the'expe- 
the motives which lead me now to differ diency of the measure, in immediate rela- 
from his majesty’s latft ministers with tion to the welfarg ancyiberfies of the empire . 
whom 1 used to act, and fotanany of whom in general, for whiefrhis majesty has, invari- 
I have long entert^f<s*^4ju/highest respect ably, during the course of a very long reign, 
and esteem. flatter myself, therefore, evinced the utmost paternal solicitude, 
sir, tbdfev^shancX'periencMhat indulgence Adverting, 1 say, to these circumstances, 
which the house is in^he habit of extend- ,the subject of removing catholic disabl- 
ing with so much liberality to new speak- ties, never, in my opinion, should be brought 
ers, and 1 will make the only return in before his majesty witbout*the most indis- 
my power, by trespassing as little on theij; pensable necessity; an urgency so irresisti- 
ti me as possible. The present motion, sir^ ble as absolutely to involve the safety of 
differs most widely from the notice ^hat the empire. My next observation, sir, is, 
vvis given of it, and it contains an abstract thu* in the supposition of such an ^ttreme 
proposition which cannot be discussed to case, when it might appear quite indispen- 
any useful purpose, separately from its ap- sable to submit the subject to his majesty's 
• plication ; it has arisen immediately out of consideration, it behoves those who* may 
the late change in his majesty's councils, then be the advisers of the crown, to take 
Though quite abstract in appearance, it the utmost pains to explain the matter 
has undoubtedly a retrospective vJhw in most fully, to place it in all its views, to 
this instance, and* we must take it back* to shew all its bearings and possible conse- 
its source, and couple it with the causes that qucuces, and to provoRe sucl^ a delibera- 
ted to the removal of his majesty's late tion upon it in the royal mind, as entirely 
minisfeys from office, before we can pro- -to obviute the possibility of misconception, 
perly entertain the discussion ; we must to nflake it clear beyond all possibility of 
not be led away by an abstract theory from doubt, that the king is completely aware 
the real, though disguised object of the of the full extent of the measure to which 
present motion. It is not my intention, his Consent is askefti ; and afterward^, if any 
•sir, to enter upon the catholic question in unforeseen circumstances arise, *tg make an 
general. I feel myself quite unequal to extension of the originally proposed mea* 
the discussion of a subj&t of such magni- sure necessary another discussion and ex- 
tude ; 1 leave it therefore, in the hands of planation equally ample and accurate, and 
those who are far more able to do justice detailed wi|h the first, should J>e resorted 
to it, audduly to appreciate its merits than 1 to, in order most carefully to prevent any 
1 am, and 1 shall cop^ne myself spicily to misunderstanding from tbu**»* variation, 
the motion before the house, and to the From the principles arising out*\>f these 
consideration of that part of the conduct observations, I think there can scarcely Jbe 
of his majesty’s late ministers, which im- any dissent, and I sfcajl now proceed to. 
mediately occasioned their removal fitmi examine how. far his majesty’s late* minis- 
office, and. which 1 hold to be so closely ters have been governed by them, as 
connected with, that# mo tion; as not to ad- strictly as I think they ought to have been, 
mit of separation. Before 1 enter uppn His majesty’s late ministers, sir, inform ms 
this consideration, I must leave, sir, to that they considered It, after mature deli-, 
make one or two preliminary observations* beratior^ to be absolutely necesfary to do 
from which I think there can be but few som£tfiiug # insorder to allay the fermenta- ■ 
dissentient voices ; namely, that adverting tion which" appeared to exist in the mind* 
„tq the deep-rooted and most conscientious of the {fish Roman catholics lydid they 
scruples which have been long knov^p to determined, in cftns s fl uence^ fo reqt^st 
exist in the royal migd, with respect to the that'hiB majesty would alio >*rt hem to pro- 
Vol. IX. • • U 
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pose to parliament the extension of the voiding this dispatch than any other, so 
provsions of the Irish act of 1793 t<\ the that it nAght admit of only one possible 
rest of the empire, aiid thus to make that interpretation. It was their bouuden duty 
law 'in England, whjch at present is law in to take care that the dispatch kept ex* 
4leland. Much has Jieen said, sir, of the acfly within the limits of his majesty's con- 
injustice, the absurdity, tlfe great inconve- sent, 'i’ll is for the nxfct obvious reason, 
iiidnce und mischief of allowing that ano- any misinterpretation of it being pregnant 
* maly to continue, which arises from the; with consequences so much to be depreca- 
act of 1/93 liflt having operation beyond ted. Ru 1 , sir,*instead of this, it seems that 
the lipiits of Ireland. Hint, sir, in my the <«x prcssin 11 *nf laying open 44 all corn- 
opinion, this is much more • sjfeculative missions whatever/* was made use of. 
than real, much more theoretical than prac- This was ceitainly not illustrative of the 
^tical. No cas£ appears tef me to have been provisions of the act of 1793> to which 
clearly made out, of "such inconvenience alone the kicg/iad consented ; and how to 
and mischief, though this direful, teirifir account for inaccuracy being 

anomaly has so long existed ; therefore, committed by p!icli abjfefl^en, by^men so 
I think the correction of it nut of so versed in huslfiess, I must to the 

much "Importance as has been represented « house to determine f I cannot. The next 
His majesty's* late ministeis, however, step we come to is, the noble viscount's 
thought otherwise, and acted*upon that notice of a motion for leave to add some 
opinion. After much cliscussion, Ins ma- «c1»iuhs to the mutiny bill. In the wording of 
jesty \vas at last prevailed upon to give his Li Ins notice, we find the expression laying open 
reluctant assent to the proposed measure. “ it rtam commissions.** This expression 
It is nbt denied that the consent was po.si- is, sir, in exact conformity to the bill of 
tive ; but it is equally certain that it 1793, and consequently to his majesty's 
was most reluctant. Now, Sir, whence consent, but ditfers totally from the dispatch 
, did 'this reluctance arise? Undoubtedly above allude. I to, though that dispatch* 
not from any disinclination on the part ot I ought to h..v« been literally expressive of 
his majesty to dispense justice throughout | the Ring's consent to bis ministers propo- 
this empire, with the most extended, most J to tins bouse that the Irish bill of l7f)3 
liberal, and most impartial band, certain 1> ^lu uld b,i\e lorry, of latv in the res^ot the 
not from any want ot pateriiulrfolicitude ot empire. The king's consent went no fur- 
the tend e rest nature for the universal wcl- ilier; the dispatch went a r great deal fur- 
fare, prosperity, tranquillity,. and hajjpiness thei ; the one was limited, the otM- vv , .i- 
of his subjects. The whole of his majesty's tinted. When this dispatch was read to 
.most beni gu ant reign, from the first hour ol the committee of Irish catholics, in Dub- 
it to the present, has been one great jiuin- lin, they naturally caught hold of the ex- 
terruptedjiroof of the contrary. Rut, sir, 1 presnon, 44 all commissions whatever,” 
conceive this reluctance chit*fiy to have j which produced the only effect it could pro* 

* arisen from a conviction that ihe measure duce, namely, their raising at once in their 
was not necessary, as the inconvenience minds the most sanguine expectations. Rut 
arising from the anomaly was much more still, sir, such was their astonishment at the 1 
speculative than real, and *that infinity king's having aftince given up the opinions 
practical tnischief might probably ensue and principle* of hi#* whole life, which had 
from agifStttig the question of the catholic hitheuto appeared 4f> be too firmly fixed 
disabilities at all, because it might give rise ever to be eradicated or shaken ; so asto- 
.to pretensions and claims which his ma- nished were they at this sweeping removal 
jesty would find it* his indispeusable con- of such an important and extensive por- 
jstitutional duty to resist. * This reluctant tion of their disabilities, that tbe^ 1 could 
consent beilig obtained, the next step .was hardly believe it, though the expression 
to send h, dispatch Sn the subject, to the seemed only to adAiit of one interpreta- 
"lordlifutenant of Ireland. Now,«ir, if there fion, and thqy signify their wish for a further 
canexisj one erse which, above all others* ex pi an ation, from the lord lieu tenant. A com- 
requires that the utmost pains ^hmdd be munication to this effect arrives from the 
taken to make the commuriicotion relative lord lieutenant* This communication, with 
tn it dear, explicit, and unequivocal be- the draft of a dispatch in answer, admitting 
yond impossibility oj misconstruction, it that interpretation of the fortner dispatch 
1 Certainly present. .Isay, sp*, that which was put upon it by the Catholics, is sent 

it behoved ministi rs to be rnort? cartful in t down to his majesty«t Windsor by an ordi* 
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nary messenger, without any great pains, I un- 
derstand, being taken to draw ilm royal in- 
tention to the novelty of the case ; in 
short, with just as little ceremony as if it 
were au ordinary dispatch to a foreign mi- j 
nister. Now, sir, as a new case had arisen 
entirely different from the Tunner, did it 
not behove his majesty's minsters immedi- 
ately to bring on the nfoat unequivocal 
explanation ? Did it not Behove tht^n to 
state to the king that it was quite another 
thing to which his consent was now re- 
quired ? That he had\©rikinally acce- 
ded to a limited, removal oyV&traints, but 
that this went JLo one? If it 

were judged ftp.^ssary tin the first iu- 
stance, J Ifnderstand to send 

a cabinet minister explamStlie sub- 
ject to the king, was it not |Len thousand 
times more necessary to do so now ? At 
first, his majesty was only abked to agree* 
to that being law in Fugland which had c 
Jong been so in Ireland ; but the new propo- 
sal was to make that law now, which had 
never been so before in any part of the 
empire. The first went to laying open to 
•the Catholics commissions from the tank ol 
colonel downwards ; this, to placing them 
in the command of arnnc«. But, sir, 
though the personal intercession, and ver- 
bal explanation arid discussion of a cabinet 
minister was judged necessary in the case of 
minor importance, a written document, 
common messenger, was thought 
sufficient, when the superior importance of 
the case was beyond the reach of compa- 
rison. This dispatch is returned lroui 
Windsor without any comment. What 
was the natural inference from this circum- 
stance ? Was it not that either his majesty 
did not exactly see the extent of the measure, 
or that he reserved his objections for a 
personal interview with •his ministers? 
Could it rationally tp supposed, when so 
much difficulty had |i?cn found in ^blam- 
ing his majesty's consent to the original li- 
mited measure, to the mere correction of 
a legal anomaly* that upon m> slight an 
explanation the king would at once give rip 
those scruples, which 1 have before stated 
to have such a sacred and constitutional 
foundation ? That he would at once agrtj* 
to such an extensive diminution of the 
.Catholics' disabilities, though he had always 
held it unwise to do so in a political sense, 
and impossible to do so in a religious 
F Aense ? Could it rationally be supposed that 
the distinction between religious toleration 
and political power, which the king had so 


steadily adhered fo, would at once be done 
away ? Or did ministers think that a mira- 
cle had been worked upon the royal mind 
in their favour ? Most certainly they could, 
not nttribute this wonderful change to the-, 
effect of their wisdom* in argument, or the 
influence of their persuasive eloquence, tor 
it does not appear that, upon this most 
important occasion, they had taken much 
pains to exert either. Would it not then 
have been .wise, assuredly it would have 
been more decorous to have delayed send- 
ing the dispatch do Itfdancf till an opportu- 
nity occurred of having an audience of his 
majesty, when a verbal explanation on the 
subject might take place? But, no, sir, the 
dispatch is scut away immediately. His 
^majesty comes to London very sooe, and 
at the first interview .with* his ministers* 
upon the ufiture of the intended bill being 
explained to him, he gives the measure his 
most decided disapprobation. But, says 
the noble viscount, 1 did not understand 
this disapprobation as a refusal of consent, at 
least not as uinouuting to a retractation of 
the original consent f No ! most certainly 
not a retractation of the original consent- 
His majesty has tao just a value for his 
personal honour, and that of the crown* 
not to adhere most strictly to his word. 
But to what was this original cousent gi- 
ven ? Was jjt not to the correction of the 
anomaly arising out of the bill of 1793 not 
ha vine operation in the rest of the empire* 
and to that alone ? Had his majesty ever 
consented to this new measure? Certainly 
not; and of course it does not require 
in u A force of argument to prove, that no 
retractation of cousent can take |fUce whgre 
no consent has been given. His majesty* 
hud agreed to jnake the provisions of the 
act ot 1723 common to the whole empire. 
To this he adheres; butiyumtbe ueuPbill 
‘‘opening the command of armies and fleets 
to the Catholics, he pronomteds his most 
decided disapprobation. By what rule the 
consent obtained to the original measure 
can be made to apply -to the ne\y one* • 
which is so totally different, I cannot con- 
ceive. It was reserf ed for the n6ble vis- 
count to discover tl&f disapprobation means 
consent, jand, that the expression of all 
commissions whutevei*, means certain com- • 
missions. For him it was reserved to assimi- 
late tffrngs ^a€ till now were considered as 
so dissimilar, to* approach almost to 
character* of synonymous, termsymich till 
now have appeared SEtfo aositg ^well . sir,* 
the ijpble viscount armed with this disap- 



395] PAUL. DEBATES, April 9, \%07 •—Change of Administration, [39® 


proving consent, brings this famous bill 
intfl the house : and his majesty, a fev^ days 
afterwards, finding that, notwithstanding 
the pains he took to express his unequivo- 

«-cul disapprobation f of the intended new 
measure, this disapprobation, by a most 
strained construction, bad been taken to 
mean consent, is reduced to the disagree- 
able necessity v>f stating positively to his 
ministers, that if they do not cease to coun- 
tenance this bill w’uch goes to db away in 
so great an extent one of the leading funda- 

* mental principles of our constitution, to 
which he never had Consented, and never 
can consent, he will be under the painful 
necessity of desiring them to retire from 
his service.—' The king, I am quite convin- 
ced, did not attempt upon this occasion* 
nor ever has h{ attempted on any other, to 
exert his influence over his ihimsters, in 
their individual capacity as members ot 
parliament. 11 is majesty lias too accurate 
a knowledge of the British constitution, 
and i»too faithful a guardian of it, to at- 
tempt any such thiqg. No, sir, he only 
said, you must cither withdraWyour coun- 
tenance from the bill, or yourselves from 
your offices. The miihsters upon this de- 
termine to withdraw the bill ; and here the 
mutter might have rested. For, notwith- 
standing the (cing had so much reason 
to be dissatisfied with the conduct of his 
ministers in* bringing forward a measure of 
this nature, without his consent to being 
irost unequivocally obtained; still, «n\ the 
.king was desirous of retaining them in 
office ; and here, I say, the matter ipight 
have .rested. But no,* sir! the ministers 
pfiopose<f)eir sovereign stipulations, which 

• it was invpos&iblc for him constitutionally 
to couseut to. Yes, sir; 1 do insist upon 
it, and l w>ll prove it by argument, that 
the* soveueign of this ernpiie could no( 
consent tft these stipulations, witl/ a due 
regard t(T the principles of our constitu- 
tion. That part of the stipulations, which 
went to reserving to ministers a right of 

• giving generally *SKch advice to his ma- 
jesty as the circumstances of the em- 
pire nnghHippear t& them from tim& to 
time to justify and t6* demand, ,was quite 

•unnecessary at least, because their right 

i us privjf counsellors, and as the confi-, 
den i d- advisers of the crown, remain- 
ed unimpaired: it remaiift-d*just as per- 
fli :t as before they ebusented to with- 
draw etair support jjrorn the bell. What 

* good pnq^yir ...ifffFffi could sjuch a stipula- 
tion answer.* It only went to thfe congtitu- ( 


t'onal right of giving their advice as long 
as they Remained in office; and that, had 
never been disputed. Therefore, sir, I 
must always think this part of the 
condition attempted to be imposed, quite 
nugatory and vexatfous. But now we 
come to a part, sir, to which I must beg 
to call the triiole, undivided attention df 
the house. They proceed to stipulate that 
theytmay have 'a right, whilst acting as the 
ministers of the crown, to go to parliament 
clothed with all the consequence, conside- 
ration, and ijilhii’nce naturally arising from 
their official limiations»ar«d support, by their 
speeches, a meatvf^tfpRiist'ivhich they know 
that their sovereign hayt^Je most decided 
objection. .-Jfot an objectiqp-Hfightly or 
hastily Saken up, bill on$ formed upon the 
most mature deliberation, and after having 
heard the subject discussed before him tor 
years by the most able men, and after it 
had fiequently undergone the most ample 
and elaborate investigation iu both houses 
of parliament. This stipulation, I must 
say, sir, was most unconstitutional : it 
struck immediately at that very important 
precaution against the too frequent excr J 
cise of that part of the royal prerogative 
whicji ought, for the most obvious reasons, 
to be as rare as possible, namely, the nega- 
tive ol the crown upoft a measure* which 
had received the sanction of both houses of 
parliament This precaution I consider, sir, 
as arising from a most wise prartUi«NW > . , ^if 
has generally obunned ever since our pre- 
sent constitution took a settled form, of 
the ministers of the crown not supporting 
in parliament a measure, to which, alter 
repealed discussions of the subject bad 
taken place in parliament, and in that com- 
mittee of the privy council called the cabi- 
net, they knew the crown to have the most 
insuperable objections. Now, sir, though 
this is not a written part, still it has become 
by proscription, andtcertainly from eveTy 
possible consideration it deserves to be as 
much an inherent principle 'of our consti- 
tution, as any other, and it is absolutely 
necessary towards rendering extremely 
rare, if not entirely obviating, those con- 
tentions between the^roWln and the parlia- 
ment 8® mu$h to be deprecated, as pregnant 
with the most serious danger to the welfare, 
happiness, and liberties of the empire. 
His majesty, sir, as a faithful guardian of 
our admirable constitution in all its .pu- 
rity, which he has ever shewn Himself to Lv5 >( 
a»d acting up to that anxious solicitude for 
the rights ol his subjects, which on every 
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opportunity he has invariably evinced, I do. 
insist upou it, could not possibly ccyisent to 
this most unconstitutional stipulation. 1 
have been quite astonished to see it ad r 
vanced in support of this condition, that 
upon many other oecasions the ministers 
of the crown still retaining thcAef situations, 
have acted as individual mempers of par- 
liament in abetting great wl important 
measures, that were not introduced jfito 
the house with the implied assent of the 
crown, and to see the instanced of the ques- 
tional parliamentary refold a|d the slave- 
trade adduced, to maintainVtts argument. 
Now, sir, can any mem this house, 
or any man in tCe $orld, siiolsly say, that 
those twTKc^JlSf'and the prw^iare analo- 
gous? Tlfe analogy at least is so^stant as 
not to be admissible in support of any ar- 
gument attempted to be founded upon it. 
To those questions, sir, I never heard that 
his majesty had expressed his decided dis- 
approbation. Indeed 1 do not at all kqpw 
exactly how his majesty felt disposed upon 
them ; but of this 1 am convinced, that his 
objections against them, if any, were never 
aso strong as not to be got over by the ad- 
vice of his parliament, and that the royal 
negative would never have been resorted 
to upon those two subjects. This, t be- 
lieve, # was generally understood. But 
what was the case in this ’present instance ? 
Here was a measure proposed of the very 
Suggest importance, not merely correcting 
a supposed defect, leaving the principle 
entire, but tcariug up by the root a funda- 
mental principle of the constitution ; a 
measure, too, against which, as 1 have fre- 
quently said before, the* crown was known 
to have so decided a? objection, taken up 
ou the most deliberate ^consideration of 
the subject for years, that it was morally 
certain the royal negative would be applied 
to it if it should pa^f both Jiouses of par- 
liament. If this doq^not mark the^vildest 
distinction, I do not know what that term 
means. Almost upon every possible occa- 
sion, 1 am persuaded, that his majesty 
would sacrifice his own opinion to that*oft 
both houses of parliament deliberately ex- 
pressed : but 4her*> are certain subjects 
which, more particularly than others, in- 
volve the great leading fundamental prin- 
ciples of the constitution. On these thd 
crown is bound to exercise its own judge- 
ment, and support its own opinion, not 
Kaslily, bus with due examination of the 
subject and mature reflection ; eveij if 
this opinion should be contrary to that of 


both houses«of parliament ; otherwise, that 
essential branch of the legislature would 
be neglectful of the hirst duty which it 
owes to the country, namely, that of sup- 
porting the constitution tto the betft of its 
judgement. The jcroufti would become a 
cypher, a mgre deiyi letter of the constitu- 
tion, and our legislature would no longer 
consist of king, lords, anc^ommons ; but 
lords and commons only.* And further, if 
the confidential and responsible servants of 
the crown entertain a' different opinion 
from the crown pn these 'supposed occa- 
sions, it never can beheld that the crown 
is obliged to subscribe to their advice, 
otherwise the ministers would be a branch 
of the legislature, and not the crown; the 
crown would be a mere pageant, politically 
defunct. 1 must here qbserye, sir, that a6 
ministers absolutely refused to withdraw 
the stipulation to which 1 have juBt allu- 
ded, the king would have acted unconsti- 
tutionally in retaining them in their situa- 
tions, because he could not have dqne so 
without signing a stipulation which one of 
the wisest principles* Of the constitution 
would not permit him to sign. The coun- 
ter-condition which is said to have been ' 
afterwards demanded by, his majesty froth 
his ministers, I must think, sir, was perfectly 
natural, and the immediate consequence of 
the conduct of those * ministers. Theh* 
stipulations # gave rse to the otfier. It was 
certainly quite a natural feeling of the hu- 
man rtiind to require security against the.*, 
recurrence of such harassing, such afflict- 
ing attacks, from which it was well knowaf 
thattio advantage acould arise to the coun* 
try, but quite the contrary, as th^y would 
becoustautTy reviving the agitatiqnofasub^* 
ject, which if it cannot be agitated to any 
good purpose,* had much better, for the 
most obvious reasons, lie dormant* But, 
>sir, admitting as 1 do that ministers could 
not bind themselves by the pledge required, 

I must ever think that his majesty could 1 
not constitutionally admit of their stipula- 
tion, and consequently, that their refusal . ' 
to withdraw it could only terminate in their 
dismissal from oftirc. Ha<i«they with- 
drawn their demand upon the crown, the 
pledge tjjfey complained of would have beea 
withdrawn also ; but «s they refused to do , 
so, they were virtually their ovrii dismis- 
ses His majesty, sir, in the whole of ^ 
this proceeding lias displayed the gre^st 
forbearance, endeavouring by evejy meant 
in his power to obvfcrt^ ^he n e cessity of fe- 
moving his fete ministersT^d did not 
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resort to that extremity, until.they made it if it were to prevail, might ultimately cause 
quite impossible for him to act otherwise, our government to degenerate into a tyran- 
consistently with any regard for his *consti- nical Oligarchy, or a factious democracy, 
tutioiial duty. When I come to consider and wc might then bid adieu to that blessed 
air, the conduct a>f his majesty's late mi- constitution, the glory of England, and 
lusters since their •removal from office, it admiration of the w^rld ; we might then 
does indeed astonish iqe more than I can bid adieu jtd that enviable political exis- 
express. This attempt, direct or indirect tence, whifyi is the honest pride, and forms 
does not sigrqfy, it is equally an attempt, the foundation* of the conscious superiority 
Therefore, sir, *1 repeat, this attempt to re- of every Brt<fn ; we might thru bid adieu 
sist <be indisputable right of (he crown, to that invaluable inheritance handed down 
this disclosure tl 'parliament of what till to us by sudh ancestors as no other people 
now was ever oouside red as confined within have to boJstJSf ; and we might 'soon be 
the ius urmoun tabled mi ts of inviolable se- fettered by/tife galling despotism, or tos- 
crecy, this arraigning, as it were, the so ve- sed in ihe^tl^kcrous whirlwind of demo-, 
reign at the bar of parliament, to account for cratic furyt^ Ttrust,^sir, that we shall 
his constitutional exercise of the royal pre- avert such evils, afeJ we shall 

rogayve, is, in my nund, as reprehensible prove by the vote t of this night, that wc 
a proceeding as has occurred in this couB- consider the crown as* now standing for- 
tty since the Revolution ; anct 1 must say, ward, in the most paternal, and most patrio- 
sir, that it meets with jny most unqualilied tic manner, to support the best rights of 
condemnation. Having now, sir, discussed* the subject, by upholding a mam pillar of 
this most important subject with as much 1 the constitution, the fall of which would in- 
accuracy as my humble abilities, and total voive the whole fabric in indiscriminate 
want of experience in parliament, will ad- ruin. It only remains for me, sir, to say, 
nutof my doing, andl am afraid quite tired that 1 shall vote most heartily against the 
the # patience of the house, I must express present motion ; and 1 must make an amplw 
my decided opinion, that his majesty’s lute apology to the house for taking up so much 
ministers have not adhered so strictly to the of their time, which might have been 
principles which 1 premised, as I think mucAi belter employed than in hearing me. 
they ought to have, done; and though I I* cannot sit down, sir, •without expressing 
may lament, which 1 sincerely do, the ne- the most grateful sense of the liberal in- 
cessity that 1 am under of Bisapproving dulgcncc with which the house has been so 
their conduct in this respect, as well as in good as to honour me. ^ *- 

many other particulars immediately con- Mr. Ord , in the few words he had to 
neqted with their late proceedings, still, say, should not follow the example of the 
♦sir, however repugnant it may be to my hou. general, but should abstain from uny 
Jeelings to differ from ihose, for many of discussion of the merits of the Catholic 
whom I fhave long # entertained the most bill. Though he had supported that bill* 
.uflfeigned esteem, and it iS extremely he thought the cou&idcration of it wholly 
painful, iny duty is with me paramount to irrelevant to tlfe present question. He 
every other consideration, 9 and were I to was sorry his majesty’s late ministers bad 
neglect the performance of it, I should consented to withdraw it, but thut bill did 
forfeit tha\ seltapprobation which { valued not appear to Jrim to # have any thing to do 
above every # earthly good. In taking the with ^ieir rcmova\^from office. It waa 
part that 1 do, sir, 1 feel that 1 am cousci- their refusal to give a pledge not to advise 
entiously discharging my duty as a member his majesty upon the subject, that had 
of parliament. 1 feel that I am actuated caused their removal, and if they had 
by a jOst sense of what 1 owje of patriotism signed that pledge, there was no dfcgrace 
to my QQU Qj Jy, and qf loyalty to my king, and reproach which they would not have 
without one being •diminished, or (he merited. Such a pledge would have made 
pther unconstitutionally exaggerated by tbc king absolute, and removed the respon- 
tbat extreme -personal attachment which I sibility of hit ministers. He approved of 
r have eve* borne to the most benigu, the 'the measures of the late ministers, and 
moat paternal, the best, the^most patriotic' sincerely regretted their removal from of* 
of sovereigns. I feel, sir, that! am stand- flee. But that regret might perhaps pe 
iu| forward in defence of the due consti- lighter, if they bad been succeeded bf 
tyionaPe^r ciBe prerogative of the of talents or abilities. But were not 

^crown againk^nfSttempted iirvasipn, firhich their successors the dregs of a disgraced 
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administration ? Were tbeyjot the persons would suppose a plain and possible qgsp , 
who had held the seals of office icf a few he woqld suppose that,, many years ago, 
hours, on a former occasion, in thpir pos- some hon. gent, had moved an abstract re- 
session, and carried them back agJn in ac- solution, that in any w^y to restrain the 
knowledgemrnt of their own im>6cility ? commerce of his majegy’s subjects would 
He wished the house to consider what be injurious to the country, and that it was 
mighNbc the consequence of tteir adtai- the duty of parliament to prevent such aft 
ni tration in Ireland, if the/ continued attempt. Such a proposition would have 
• to act upon the principles \fi the system been good abstractedly coprfdered, and yet 
upon which they had come* iff, their nfea- had not the legislature recently restrained and 
sures would lead to a separation of the abolished otie of the mostafiportant branches 
two countries. Such would |>e the’ con- of commerce ? No abstract proposition was 
sequences of the adminisnutlm of those more true, than that jfe was hfghly criminal 
who professed to come into -cilice as the in subjects to take up arms against the so- 
supporters of [constitution r? IrtTogatives vereign. But suppose that another king 
of the crown, and the exi^ii^J establish- James the Second were to arise, would they 
meuts of j^Hmrch and static** not be justified in doing so? Any unconsti- 

Mr. W nit shed -Keene Expressed ok regret Uitional measure of the king to restdfe po- 
to be forced to vo*te on the questioh, but pery, would Justify what w<£ild otherwise 
felt compelled to vote uguinst the motion, be unjustifiable. Supposing that the king 
because he thought it amounted to an issue .might have ministers, who, by advising that 
between his majesty and his late ministers, , papists, acknowledging the power of a fo- 
nt the bar of that house. The Catholic bill reign potentate, should be admitted to the 
is wholly irrelevant to the question ; but highest offices of the state, shouRi ta- 
as it had been introduced into the discus- citly declare the immediate ancestors of the 
sion, he should say upon it, that though king usurpefs ; surely in that case his ma- 
^ie was a friend to the most unlimited to- jesty would be perfectly right in requiting « 
leration, he would not consent to any grant from such ministers # a promise that such ad- 
of power to them. # vice should not be repeated. 

Mr. Wharton objected to the motion qn Mr. Fawkes declared that, in his opinion, 
two grounds ; the 6ne, tbe words in which the question was simply.whether.or not wie 
it was couched ; the other, the line of ar- were any logger to adhere to th^British con- 
gument whieft the hon. seconder had stitution. Under all the circumstances of the 
"^Ctik^n. He could not compliment the hon. case, Jie thought that his majesty’s ministers 
gent, on his discretion in intimating, had acted discreetly in withdrawing thg Ro-*“* 
that although ministers ought not to man Catholic bill ; but he must at the nune 
consider themselves as under the con- time say, thaliu abandoning tbe bill, they na& 1 
troul of the king, they ought to con- paid all the deference that was flue*to the J 
aider themselves asunder the controul ol scruples of 4111 augnst'personage,*^ whoso** 
White Boys of Ireland. The hon. gent, by feelings the bill was repugnant. # Hud they" 
whom the motion had been seconded, proceeded one step further, had they signed 
seemed to ground his support on the idea, any pledge for their future conduct, Jiad 
that when noble lords and*gentlemen were^ >they ceased for one momqpt to be the un- 
called to the councillor hivpmajestv, the fettered tylvisers of their sovereigh in the pre- 
bad no power to repeat, but must con- sent state of the British empile, they would 
tinue in office whether they would or not. Jnwebeen lost beyond all hope of redemp- 
Another point on which he opposed the hon to all seuse of decency and shame, aud 
motion was, that it was incompatible with liave acted in the most unconstitutional* 
the wftdom of the house to entertain Ae and unjustifiable manner. Tbe re§poosibi- 
discussion of any abstract proposition h tv of ministers was Ihe security of the pri- 
whatever. Many •abstract propositions vitcges o£ this country, and distinguished 
might be considered incontrovertible, ejg- from every other. If those ministers were 
cept when they were applied to new cases no longer free agents, where was tWs respon-* 
and surely no case could be more new, f sibil:ty to be found ? If they tied themselves 
than that an administration should leud its dow'ii to give That advice to the crown which 
weight in parliament to measures which should be only f>alateable to it, in whdt a 
^gtd not only not received the concurrence state pf danger niigtyt the country be spee- 
/ of the king, but to which his majesty tad dily placed ! # lie was" he 'M> 

f expressed an absolute repugnance. He ten ifi^ 1 *<*1 tlie la::guuge irt the pitmen! 
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day upon this subject. Subh was not 
' tbtr language which prevailed at the time 
of our great deliverer, when the* great 
councils of the nation recommended to 
him to dismiss fiis Dutch guards, and 
when a refusal on Vis (fort might have re- 
produced those scenes which had once de- 
luged the country with blood. The re- 
sponsibility of soinisters was one of the best 
safeguards of constitution ; and, at 
once destroyed, tfpugh the mace might lie 
on the table, stilrthe essence of the consti- 
tution could not be*uid«to be preserved ; 
if the great land- m^Hts were once gone, 
we should in vain look for the constitution. 
It was impossible to recollect the conduct 
of the august personage alluded to, without 
sentiments of gratitude and veneration; byt 
on a question»so vitally important as the 
present, he would not coniplinfent away the 
constitution ; be would not surrender that 
glorious inheritance which had been lef^ 
to us by our ancestors, who in former times, 
filled «these benches with so much honour 
to themselves and advantage to the coun- 
try* He felt himself obliged to the hon. 
gent, who had brought forward this motion, 
for having afforded hftn an opportunity ot 
recording bis sentiments. During the short 
time he had had the honour of a seat iii the 
^ouse, be. had given his feeble support to 
the late nuuisters, because l^p conceived 
they understood and pursued the interests I 
of the country. He could not, without 
sentiments of gratitude, reflect upon what 
.tbfjf had done, to lighten the burthens upon 
*ae shoulders of the people. Tiie aboli- 
tion of tbe slave trade tfas another measure 
.which de&anded his approbation* Their 
*intent{ous to bring the population of Ire- 
land and Scotland .nto the service ; their mea- 
sures of retrenchment and economy, the ad- 
vaAages of which were hourly felt in every de- 1 
partmeut of the* state ; their disposition to 
heal the wounds of Ireland, and loconciliat e 
the affections of that important part of t) je 
empire; all these were irresistible moth es 
wuh him for giving them bis support. r i he 
extraordinary change which was the subj ect 
of suchgeSttal regret, would however .not 
be unattended with s dMe advantages* ’ The 
Country would learn from . it, yvho they 
were amyng its repfesentatives who w «>uld 
never abandon their own characters, ( >r the 
people’s rights. Though th% lyte adiirinis- 
trf.ion had lost their powfcr, still they might 
say with the galla nt Fr enchman «F r; incis 1, 
,“%e havM^kSL^^fy thiu^ but t jjir ho- 
nour.’* Thi» was a consolation whic & oughtj 


and wouldsupport them* For himself, he 
had nothing to fear and nothing to hope 
from atL administration, it was a matter 
of perfect indifference to him, by what set 
of men ike affairs of the country were admi- 
nistered, \o they wese well administered. 
There was\ Be would adroit, much shrewd- 
ness, greatVexterity, and considerable ta- 
I lent among lhfi present administration, llut , 
| as to those IrPat and commanding qualities 
which shoull characterize the government 
of a countrj, maintaining the pre-eminent 
situation thltlrfs did, they were removed 
from their (predecessors to i\n incalculable 
distance. fSostfiinking, he &ould not give 
them his slppert. * ) 

Mr. 0^^/would detStil ^Heiiouse but 
for a short time. He would leave to 
othei* who were bettef qualified to discuss 
it, the propriety of the measure, to the rash 
introduction of which the late ministers 
owed their dismissal* For himself, be was 
determined to give every assistance in his 
power to the maintenance of that constitu- 
tion in church and state, in the principles 
of which he had been educated, and upon 
the religious observance of which he con- 
ceived the best security of that constitution 
to reside. Seeing no necessity whatever 
for the recognition of an abstract principle 
of the nature proposed, he would endea- 
vour to get rid of it by moving, “ That the 
other orders of the day be now read." — The 
original question and amendment hayjng~- 
been read by the Speaker, 

Mr. Bastard observed, that the miscon- 
ception with regard to the nature and extent 
of the measure brought forward by the late 
administration arose, as he understock, 
from the most imperfect explanation afforded 
his majesty by those ministers. He wished 
1 to know the precise grounds upon which 
the difference between them and an august 
personage a^>se* JJe never approved of 
the discussion of (detract propositions; and 
sooner than entertain that proposed by the 
hon.geut. who opened tbe debate, he would 
vote that the other orders of the day be 
flow read. • 

Mr. Maurice Fitzgerald said, he did not 
rise to consider tbeymerits of the Catholic 
pleasure, though it was oue,he confessed, of 
the first importance, and consequently enti- 
tled to every attention from the imperial 
legislature* With respect to the question 
immediately before the house, it was Said 
in the course of debate, thalthe declaration 
o£ his majesty’s ministers went tbe let>gu\ 
of violating the prerogative of the crown; 
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but surely that declaration must have been priety, be called on to repose confidence in 
hastily read, or very much miAnderstood theme who succeeded them ? He did not 
by i hose who made such a statement : for mean to say , that his majesty’s present mini* 
his own part, he did not see aiw thing whe- sters had given any siteh pledge as that re- 
ther in the declaration made /by the late quired from the late ministers : but what 
-wihiisters to his majesty 01/ the catholic was the f air inference ? Unquestionably, 
bill, *^41 laid been improper called, or in that- they were ready to do what their pre- 
the resolmelPfn^posed tbjJ night. What' decessors in office had declined. He cam* 
was the extent 01 the declaration which had didly confessed that h / was unwilling to 
thus alarmed the minds If gentlemen? place aay reliance on /ich men, under the 
What, he would ask a Britisl assembly, was circumstances of the # Ase. He did not see 
its object ? Merely lo^feslrve to the ser- any ground on ^hich theyhad entitled tliem- 
vants of the crown, wiioVrVre also the re- selves to the confidence of the countrv, whe* 


sponsible seVants of the peoile, the liberty 
of exercisin Jtfieir judgements 111 the dis- 
charge id’ a^jLjty imposed «/i them by the 
solemmry of an oath^ VC^jjr a rigid 

observance of thfs sacred obligation, that 1 
the late ministers were to be censur\| ; was 
it for maintaining their character, their ho- 
nour, and independenc e, that it was deeme'd 
proper to withdraw from them that contf- 
dt'nce which hud entrusted to them the ad- 
ministration of public affairs ? He was cer- 
tain that, on an unprejudiced consideration 
m of this most important subject, it would be 
admitted that their conduct did nut merit 
the treatment it had expeiienced. Bui did 
they pei severe in the t atholic measure? No ; 
for as soon as they discovered that it has 
extrefiiely objectionable to the royal mind, 
they consented to withdraw it. A deep 
-^ense of duly and particular regard to his 
majesty's It c lings had induced them to yield 
to the bent of his inclination ; butatler having 
submitted to tins royal consideration this 
iiu-Ms-uie, which they thought of the greatest 
m magnitude, being one, 111 thur opinion, 
which imolved the yiterest and security of 
the empire, and having afterwards withdrawn 
it from deference to his majesty, what more 
could they have done tn •give satisfaction 
111 the highest quarter ? Co^ld it be believe^ 
that a pledge had befy^required ofjlhem at 
the very moment when they had given such 
strong proofjof their high respect for his 
majesty's opinion ? This, however, they 
dcclim d to do, because such a pledge wtmld 
be, in their estimation, a departure from 
every honest principle, a violation of then 
oaths as his majesty’s counsellors, and *lu 
infringement of the constitution. If tlfey 
had not maintained their honour unsullied, 
they must surely foifeil all claim to con- 
fidence, mid receive what they would un- 
doubtedly .merit, public indignation amt 
I censure. This being the case with respect 
to the declaration of .the late ministers, he 
i wo,l ld usk, whether we could, with anwprb- 
1 Vui. IX. * 


ther he considered the motives which had 
induced them to come into office, or whe* 
ther lie looked to the effect likely to be pro- 
duced by such an administration Here 
the question naturally.sugggsted itself* what 
iutluence could such a chtmge produce in 
Ii eland ? That unfortunate country was in 
the enjoyment q! perfect tranquillity, and 
greatly attached to its government. If be 
were to refer to the sentiments o£ Ireland 
respecting the late ministers, he could not 
more strongly instance them than by stating 
the support given to them by a rigltf hon. 
member (Mr. Grattan), whom he should not 
attempt to panegyrize. That right hon. gent* 
possessed the confidence of his countrymen, 
and he approved of those ministers. With 
respect to the state of Ireland generally,* he 
was sorry*! o observe, that a total ignorance 
of it existed in England. He regretted to 
see, likewise, that an apathy prevailed which* 
might lead to the worst qonsequenc6fct Hei 
was aware that this topic was unpalataol^toj 
many, and indifferent to more. For thi* 
and other reasons, h£ did not *|ysh todwei , 
upon the subject, but he could jiot dismiss! 
it without asking whether it was of any im-/ 
portance to this country to have the support 
of 4 or 5 nyliions of people to qo-opemte in 
the present struggle agfinst the common 
enemy?* [A cry ol hear! heart] Engaged 
as Great Britain was against the most enter-* 
prising and dangerous enemy, she had ever 
contended with, it inupt be of the utmost* 
consequence loher to receive the support of 
such numbers in the inomen* «f difficulty. 
The enemy was menacing the wcq;ld with bis 
number?, and always boasting of his popu- * 
lation : was it, then, wt such a moment and 
under these cn cum stances, consistent witn 
sound policy #0 damp the ardour, and repress** 
the generous feelings, of as brave and de- 
termined a people as any in the' world 7 He 
felt it his duty, tc^. these consi<fcera- - 
lioift to«the house, ho>v£ve£tnpUasai4 th§y 
nugfit be to any one in or out of ii,*JroiA ill 
X * . 


7 * 
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firm^conviction that the principles. of ex- 
clusion would be attended with the worgt ef- 
fects in Ireland. On all these grounds, he 
‘heartily supported the original motion. 

. Sir Thomas 7 T urtom stated, that the ori- 
ginal proposal of ministers went no farthei 
. than to make the act of 1793 valid in 
England. When they departed from this 
intention, it was*\heir duty to explain it to 
his majesty ; butu did they do sp ? Did 
the noble lord exppin those sweeping alte- 
. rations, the tendency of which was to re- 
peal the Test law3, ffc,far*as they regarded 
the army aud navy? As to ministers 
claiming any merit for having abandoned 
the measure, he thought they would be 
more entitled to the praise of consistent;, 
and tfie support of the house, had they 
persevered in tt. * As it was^ it looked 
as if they meant to clpiin for themselves 
all the merit of having introduced the mea- 
sure, and of casting upon their sovereign 
• the obloquy of its rejection. What, m 
fact, was the nature of the pledge, as it 
was called, required r frofti them ? They 
stipulate with their sovereign, that they 
< shalf be allowed to qjcpress their senti- 
ments fully and freely upon a particular 
measure, when it shall come under consi- 
deration. To this he assents, but requires, 
aVtbe same time, that he shall be no more 
importuned *on a subject winch is dis- 
agreeable to him. He says, in fact, i You 
do this, — but, when you have (lore so, 
r Jet r?- hear no more about it.’ An allu- 
sion. had been made to the conduct of king 
f jwdliam,* on a particular occasion. If.. the 
bori. gfent*. who made it, had carried bin 

( ^yeSfearche? a little further, he v.ould have 
found, that that great prince had been so 
teased by his ministers, that he actually 
mediated the abdication of the throne. 
Gentlemen' who made appeals to the house 
and the country, would also do well ‘to say 
something in favour of the prerogative. 
Several allusions had been made, in the 
i course of the debate, to the system pur- 
sued by the late ministers with respect to 
Ireland.. J) id it foltyw that these salutary 
measures jvere to be a^gudoned ? If they 
fere conciliating, if they tended do secure 
the peace aud tranquillity of that *coun try, 
that wouVd be of itself a sufficient induce- 
ment to the present administration to walk 
in the same path. Some political pro- 
phfcdes had been uttered in the course of 
th^ evening. To sjjjjh. prediction* he* paid 
$>ut little atlpnTioii. He generally found, 
that those wlfo pronounced them, rticant 


to act upon them, and that, having con- 
tributed I to bring about the very evil 
which th«: affected to deprecate, they then 
came forwUrd and claimed merit for their 
political foresight. The real question be- 
fore the hobsq was, wtfether the sovereign, 
was or was apt to be supported in^tbe^lair 
exercise of jiig prcr?;y;/V'V. gainst an 
aristocracy wtfgh had the presumption to 
cnde&vour tel dictate to him? No One 
would be halpier than himself to see all 
religious and l)olo«Cdl animosities subside ; 
but he woulcJi^L, by rash and inconside- 
rate speculaLtuis, hazard the ' difice of the 
constitution.! lie would wifn to amalga- 
mate and id Ant Jy with eacl^jUier the dif- 
ferent naib^re a >f which theeT* ;ure was 

Jn { 

compos; vi, but he tfoulrl not compromise 
the s;Jiety of the most important part of it. 

Mr. Curxcvn declared, that lie was not 
disposed to pay any fulsome compliment 
•to his majesty's late ministers ; but he sin- 
cerely thought, that, for their manly, firm, 
and independent conduct, relative to the 
pledge that had been demanded of them, 
they were entitled to the thanks not only 
of that house, but of every independent ' 
Englishman, who had the least spark of 
British freedom m Ins breast ; as they had, 
as* far as was in their powei, maintained, 
unimpaued, a great principle in the consti- 
tution of Great Britain,* namely, that the 
ministers of an English monarch being re- ^ 
sponsible to parliament, should not, upoff" 
any account whatever, or at any risk, 
agree to refrain from giving their sove- 
reign such advice, as in their opinion was 
most conducive to the interest of the em- 
pire, and the liberal character of the first* 
magistrate of yn Independent people. 
They had most virtuously resolved, that 
they would not tie up their own hands 
I'rom doing any act, or bind their con- 
sciences againSx giving such ‘advice, as, in 
their judgment, an^* future circumstances 
might injustice demand of them to give. 

If the house were not to support them in 
suph a free and manly line of conduct, 
they might expect, hereafter, to have mi- 
nisters who would be subservient lo tire 
nod of any roonarcl?; parliament might 
hereafter be ..disgraced, by becoming the 
instrument of the most base and wicked 
ministers, and the sovereign, instead of 
having the honour and the strength yf 
being the king of a free people, who livt-t.^ 
in their hearts, might, in future tiing^j 
became the absolute monarch of a slavish 
and ^enervated people* who would not have 
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spirit to defend their own rights, or main- 
tain his honour. I 

Mr. Tuffnell thought that thwlate un- 
ralled-for change in the counml of his 
majesty could not fail of inakrog a deep 
-HHpjression onour allies, ancUof raising the 
expectation of our enemies, mud tins at a 
period wh Pn ■ i liancr t lad been en- 
tertained on the assistance atU the co-ope- 
ration of Great Britain ini the common 
cause ; for, could any out# assert that, 
either at home or abrAtd, l.he slightest 
confidence could exist in permanence 
of the preseik administration! The right 
which the crlvfn possessed A' appointing 
ministers* vpJL undoubted^ b^t it was ne- 
cessary jitidt the inunster^/aj/^ vented by 
the crown should •possess the co^dence 
of both the aristocracy and tlie demesne) 
of the country. To what extent 1 might not 
the principle of restraining ministers iroin* 
proposing any one measure go ? Ji might 1 
be productive of the n*jst incalculable 
evils. The pew ad inmUtration seemed to 
emulate the giants, who, when they 
^were overthrown and touched the earth, 
recovered the lr strength : lor it was not 
long since they had doubted their power to 
carry on the government ol the coifuiry, 
and since that tiling their attempts at upj»- 
sition bad been repeatedly defeated. 

’ Mr. Fuller contended, that this was just 
a question between one set of iiiinisieis 
and another. As to the pledge demanded 
by hi a majesty, if any minister had advised- 
the abrogation of the Bill ot Rights, or the 
dissolution of Magna Charta, he should 
like to kill) w whether the king would 
not have been justified in demanding from 
them a promise to refrain from such ad- 
vice in future, ami, if their word was not to 
be trusted, to demand thu^proinise in wri- 
ting? forty yvuis ago, such advice as had* 
been giveu to his itaoiust^, would have 
been impeachable. lie remembered the 
time, not 30 years since, when lord North 
gave up ims point, and sent to Ireland 
7 0,00(1 stand of arms, which had since been 
used in rebellion against this country. 
Some people said, ^hui the late ministry 
had done great things, lie thought tly 
great family of which it was* chiefly com- 
posed, had been always very full ot tbeo-< 
ries, and no iatmly had been better paid 
for their theories. By the first theory we 
Wt America ; by the second, the election 
aAt a most contemptible court had been 
produced ; and by the lust ami most fatal, 
the slave trgde bad Leen abolished. Jit* 


insisted on it, that the Americans acquired 
by that measure the traffic in 170,00(?nogs- 
heads of sugar auuually, 170,000 hogs- 
heads of sugar would 4>e annually lost to 
this country. Hf knew that the king und 
all the royal family almost were adverse to 
this measure. [Here the cry of order!’ 
arder ! increased considerably, and the 
Speaker reminded the hob. gent, that this 
subject hpd been already disposed of, and 
had not the least connection with the 
question then before fticw house.] The 
hon. member th£n pjtfceeded : Very well, 
sir; 1 may not perhaps be perfectly in or- 
der ; but this much 1 will say, that I en- 
tirely disagree with the hon. member who 
has riiade the motion now before you, and 
disapprove of all that has since then been 
urged in support of it.* • 

Mr. Plunkett (attorney-general for Ire- 
land) considered Ibis question as important 
in the abstract ; 'but tenfold more impe- 
rious when viewed in connection with the' 
late measure which was supposed fo*lead 
to the dismissal Ins majesty's servants. 
The hon. baronet (sir T. Turton), who had 
spoken, had asserted, that the resolution < 
went to attach blame to Ins majesty. He 
was most anxious to deliver himself, and 
those who concurred iu opinion with him, 
from such an imputation ; for lie liad the 
highest respect for his majesty, and be- 
lieved him to be utterly incapable of doing 
any Slung of hrfnself which was n qt 
called for by the interests of his people } 
and, therefore, those who had secretly\jd- 
w-ed him, had Jme a double injui^* 
first, in inducing ?. s majesty Jo believe ' 
that lie WiUfticLing corltraiy to thS interests- 
of his people; and next, in jTersuading 
him to dcnicind*iin unconstitutional pledge. 
Those who had led the lather of h:s ^eo- 
>ple to believf? that such a pledge fras proper 
to be (leuiandcd, and who persuaded him 
(hat the Protestant establishment was in 
danger, had taken upon themselves the re* 
^pousibilitv. The house had yet to learn 
how the Protestaut establishment was en- 
dangered. lie would keep thug point in 
view in what he hiy^to say, for^ajtvhe wgg 
firmly persuaded that the safety* of th^ ^ 
empire depended on pur connection with 
Ireland, so, he was convinced, thsAoursal- * 
•vat ion depended no less upon the sta- 
bility of our Protestant establishment ; and t 
therefore he was an enemy to every thftig 
that could have a Uuideucv to injure tl^Lt 
establish menu If there weit# grounds for* 
apprehension on that score, Aothing. could 
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feMpmpertba* to ring an alarm on the 
; *»b$3T; but,onthe other kand»oothiftgcpuld 
' * b* a greater crime than to ring such an alarm 
" %hea *}*ere were na real grounds for it.— 
Me would not say that tlify who rung this 
religious alarm, asserted what they knew to 
be false; but be must say\hai tBey shewed 
p want of discretion which completely 
proved their incdwacity to bold the reins oi 
jjovenapaent. In (Answer to this glamour, 
*t might be sufficient for him to say, that 
the measure had,, been abandoned ; but lie 
wished shortly to carlfthe' attention of the 
house to the measure of 1793» because he 
apprehended the extent of it was not well 
Understood. The measure did not merely 
apply to Irish catholics* but to all Cathdiics, 
who might exercise their commissions in* j 
Ireland. By Ine act of union there was no 
separate establishment ,for Ireland, eithei 
in the ai*niy or navy, and therefore by the 
existing law after the union, it was compe- 
tent for any catholic in Ireland to hold am 
commission in the army except that of 
general on the staff, a«d ir. the navy any 
commission whatever. The addresses there- 
.fere Which had been attempted to be pro. 
cured, were contrary to the existing law. 
Where was the danger stated to be immi- 
nent? In Ireland : and yet there where the 
danger was said JLq be most pressing, 
powers were granted to the Catholics which 
It was not thought fit to allow them in any 
oj fter place. The alarm was rung thsough 
co^fctry ; and if jt had been confined tu 
plafirds on the walls, pointing out the 
; f£irors of the Pope and the dreadlul evijs ol 
jpopery? if t it had been confined to the in*. 

► jroductioit of churiises into concerts of 
ancient mfisic, and the singing of catcher 
' pnd glees in favour of the constitution in 
phui^h and state, the matter might have 


been passdd over. But no fine serious l from those of the people, but proceed mi 
thing bad been attempted. The » peace oj * - • * 1 “ 1 1 

the University of Dublin had been disturb- 
ed by a person for whom he had great re- 
spect. The person he alluded to, w as the 
'chancellor of the University (the duke of 
Cumberland), who encleavoured to procure 
jyjeti^wiJfrom this seminary against the 
hill brought into the house in favour of 
tne Catholics. Wheq hie first letter was not 
‘attenctadVto, be wrote a tecond ; and he 
wes to say that in that Jetter the royal 
duk? had conveyed an insinuation, too 
pftki to be misunderstood, that the only 
for tlm university /o recommfend itself 
his favourscrces to present 9*ch g petition 
f* hp fcjjuircd 4 . {Loud and repeated cties of 


hear ! hear !] He wee sorry be Could not 
state the tpxact date of that letter, but it 
must havl been written either after the 
measure vni abandoned, or before. In the 
one case, iacould only # be considered as a 
party minmiwe in favour of the new 
nisters; in ire other, it must hav*baeii the 
effec t of secrA^ipd unew jji 'if^ii^Wal advice. 
This would cense home to the feelings ot 
every membef. Religion was not to be 
used for the|; purposes of party clamour. 
It was vulualfle J&r its own intrinsic me- 
rits ; it was variable as a c ode of moral in- 
struction ; ib 1 was valuable *4 promoting 
the purposes of order and gonJf government, 
and all the vii^u«/> and social <^rjt?es ol Iih\ 
It was equally crnniifdV*find im- 

politic td trifle with ;£und make it a stalking- 
horspr Me called on those, therefore, wlio 
had always professed themselves to be the 
friends of true religion ; upon those who 
'\vcre its friends, not hi name only, but in 
reafity ; upon tl.« se who considered it as 
something too valuable in itself to be redu- 
ced to the degraded charader of a party 
engine ; he called upon them on the present . 
occasion to shew their conviction of its 
truth, and the soundness of its doctrines.— 
He wfjuld now proceed to t all the attention 
ofthe house to the pledge which had been 
demanded of his majesty's late ministers. 
He would not enter upon the general ques- 
tion, which had been already so ably tiea- 
ted. lie would not enLer upon the danger 
to the constitution of having seciel whis- 
perers about the throne. He would not 
consider the novelty ot having secret advi- 
sers to counteract the measures fit the pub- 
lic and responsible, advisers of the ciown. 
He would not cn’er ut length into the con- 
sideration of the mischief that must result 
from separating ,lhe intere-ts ol the rjown 


mediately to the pledge with 

view to the slate oflrelanrl. Il there was 
one subject more than another which ought 
to engage the attention ol Ins majesty's 
ministeiB night and duv, it was the stfateof 
Ireland. The general state ut Ireland was 
this ; since the commencement of his pre- 
sent majesty's reign, the Catholics had re- 
ceived a succession of benefits, and they 
*were sensible of it. Tliey had gained wealth, 
rank, and consideration w the community. 

It might be said, that they ougift now to 
be contented. [Hear ! hear !, from tlft* 
ministerial bench.] But it was not A , 
lmhian nature tliey should be contented. \ 
Coi*ld they be so, when it was bo natural ) 
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for them to desire to be admitted to all the 
benefits and privileges of tbe , constitution 
under which they Jived? What was tbe 
state of the priests in Ireland I They 
were a body unpaid by and unconnected 
ml b government. Thety were, therefore, sub- 
St; rvieuttr^ the wishes of the higher orders, 
and to the \ov^fj As to the 

* peasantry, who bore an enorm^ah proportion 
to the rest of our population, th«y were in"an 
unfortunate situation, from caijses peculiar 
to themselves ; which he\^ou|d not enter 
upon. Whether a remedy coaid be well ap- 
plied at presence could not say \ but this he 
would say, that K was impossiblelthdt things 
could conuiiqtjas they were, #'hey might 
be better ihey might be w^se, J)ut they 
could not remain iu iJWirpresen ^situa- 
tion. People might shut their eyes^^ut 
they might as well attempt to overturn The 
laws of gravitation as to think that things 
could continue as they were. For the 
truth of this he might appeal to a right 
lion.' gent. (Mr. Elliot), who was well ac- 
quainted with tllle state of that country, 
^nd who had been compelled to abandon a 
measure which he \iad in contemplation 
for strengthening the Protestant establish- 
ment, on account of the situation oUthe 
Catholics. Was sqch an exclusion heard 
of in afty other instance * Every corpora- 
tion, and even the most trilling bodies, had 
the right to petition the crown and to 
claim the. advice of ministers ; and was 
this large body of our fellow subjects to be 
totally excluded ? This was not only a no- 
velty, but a most alarming appearance in 
our constitution. Nothing but an act of 
divine power could keep things as they 
were. If the Catholics* wege told that they 
had no hope irotn the crown — if they were 
told that they could not proceed to state* 
their wishes and their grievances iu the 
constitutional way, lliev^rflTId do it in an 
unconstitutional way *^Vhat an lioff . ba- 
ronet (sir T. Turion) had said, with re- 
spect to political piupliecics, was, be con- 
ceived,^ equally unfounded and unparlia- 
mentary. He had said that those who ut- 
tered these prophecies, had the wish to ac- 
complish their fulfilment. He (Mr. Plun- t 
kett) was ready to meet whatever obloquy 
he might experience on account of his pro- 
phecies. lie denied the inference drawn 
by«the bon. baronet. He had iu Ireland 
jjfetlges too dear to trifle with tbe peace of 
tli&t country. He owed tlie deepest grati - 
tude to the crown for the confidence whifch 
tad been reposed iu him ; be had no feeljpg 


i 


tUtpy 

of hostility withrapart to tbe pnomt 
ni*traty>n— be, was unde* no pledge to tbe 
late ministry— he had only tbe desire to do his '* 
duty, and' he declared that be regarded* the 
situation of Irelatichwitb a degree of terror 
and alarm which he f ould not find words t m 
express. Gentlemen did not seem to kwv 
that there were fiends and demons in Ire- 
land who watched for eveiVopportunity of 
disturbing jhat country, md if the people 
wore denied ‘access to* the crown, they 
would be thrown .into Aie» arms of the 
wretches to \vboui # he jffluded. Tbe dan- 
ger might not be immediately felt; but H * 
was threatening, although it might be se- 
cret. Jt was not when it actually arrived 
that Ae were to consider tbe means of 
ofercoming it ; the means o^re venting 
it ought to fee considered beforehand. A 
momentary calm ought not to lull us into 
Security, for the calm would be deceitful. 

He felt that we were walking per igues 
sujpositos ci ncri doioso . If the impression 
should go forth among the Catholics, lb a ft he 
persecuting sgiju^vas to be revived ; if such 
a line of distinction was to be suffered to 
exist between the t\go countries, the very « 
existence ol the nation, be was persuaded, 
would be hi the most imminent danger, and 
l he stale would be shaken to its very cen- 
tre. He had now' discharged his duty, aurt 
w hatever might b<* the Consequences of a 
want of conciliatory measures, that reflec- 
tion wt>uld afford him some consolation. ^ 
'I'he Chancellor of the Exchetjut^Mr. 
Perceval) agreed most completely with nL* 
rightjion. anil learned irieud, that nothing * 
would be more contrary to tbe teedoin of i 
debate in that house, or to a full £nd open . 
discussion of the different questions that 
might come be hire them, than the maxim, 
that political prophets wished to accomplish 
|%lie evil^which they foretold, pe agreed 
that the consequent t-s whiqh might be 
dreaded from any measures, ought to be 
freely stated. Hut when he allowed that' 
freedom to others, and put the best con- , 
struction on their motftes, lie had a tight 
to expect that similar freedom Aould be 
allowed to himself„fnd that biikfflfltivMv 
should receive the same liberal construe-# 
lion. If lie, therefore,, however eubneouo 
•liis opinion might have been, thought that 
the measure, lately introduced ; a measure ' 
which the late ministers represented as so 
essential to the welfare of the nation, and 
which ihdy hud notwithstanding this ubdk- 
doned*— if, he thought that it vfas pregnant * 
with dhnger to the constitution, it ought 
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fcojtjo be imputed to him that lie had at- 
tempted to raise an unnecessary alarm, or 
that he bad only party objects in view. lie 
had stated before, f aud he now again stated, 
that the measure Appeared to him to br 
attended with extreme fianger^ to the esta- 
blished religion, fie had stated before, 
that the measure would not have the effelt 
of rendering tflh Catholics content with 
their condition ; Vat it would lend toother 
objects, and that if would not stop short tili 
it had brought 'Roman (jatholic bishops to 
the house of lords rehear f hear! from the 
opposition ;] that certainly was the impres- 
sion on his mind at the time. The argu- 
ments of the hon. and learned gent, who 
had jpst sat down, afforded some colon r to 
this opinio, 4jpr hq said that it was not in 
human nature*that they should be content- 
ed, unless admitted to. all the honours and 
privileges of the constitution. .From tins it ' 
was clear that he was concct, in stating/ 
that; (he measure alluded to would not 
have removed discontents, and would there- 
fore fail in its object? ln*an;^r to the ar- 
guments of the noble lord (Howick) oppo- 
site, he had stated thaUthe Catholics would 
not be contented with that measure, and 
nothing short of an equality, in every point 
of view with the Protestants, would satisfy 
the Cathdlics. That was his impression, 
and on thatThe had acted, and ffe was read \ 
to maintain by argument. Ins view of ih« 
question, at a proper opportunity* Me 
worifThot now enter upon it. Hut the ar- 
t>rments of his hon. and learned friend, 

* would have had more terre if the measure 
' had not # been abandoned; how and wh\ 
*^it*was abandoned altogether, laid not been 
stated, but it ought to be considered b) 
whom it w as abandoned. * But, as it had 
betri abandoned, it did not form the lnosi 
material pjirt ofthe present questioy. Thi^ 
therefore, was not the period tor Its discus- 
sion. The hon. and learned gent, had 
made an animated appeal to those who had 
. always professed r them sf Ives to his the 
friepds of religion; but he .could not con- 
ceive bijti. there cou^d be any thing un- 
,^5i«sl£r£uonal or improper in procurfng 
addresses in favour of the Protestant reli- 
gion, those who* thought the* measure 
was calculated to undermine that religion. 
[A cry of ilo ! no !] c 
JJflr. Piwikct here rose, and expressed 
his -regret at interrupting the right lion, 
gemt., but .what he 1/Ad said was, that ii 
* was unconstftutioual and improper fto use 
his majesty V name to procure addresses 


of this sort tperely for party purposes. 

The CfcnceUor of the Exchequers continua- 
tion, observed, that no apology for the inter- 
ruption was required, because it was better 
to interruV him, than (o allow him to .go on 
under a mfttake. He agreed that it was rm=y. 
proper to nmke use of his majestv>flame for 
party purpos\$*or to w^AFire^vfftcussions in 
that^hous-e, »iiad been done on the present 
occasion, in It manner absolutely unprece- 
dented. Tie endeavour to procure ad- 
dresses in thfc was not unconstitutional, 
but he was ejftremdy desirous to come to 
the question] As to the mfArits of the late 
ministry, his opinion of theif measures had 
been stated db different occajjons^ But he 
could no*^d\fme himself p«:j\}jr to the 
worthed* the moiioJL. .The proposition was 
it.se iy*une. which w-ould be generally admit- 
ted } but it must be taken in connection with 
other circumstances, and especially the dis- 
missal of his majesty’s late ministeis. It was 
not the expression only that was to be con- 
sidered, but the implication, for it must be 
implied that the dismissal of the late minis- 
ters was an act drserv iug.of censure. The 
implication was clear when the motion was* 
coupled with the statement of the noble 
lord /Howick) relative to a pledge required 
ayd refused, and the consequent dismissal of 
tin*, ministers ; but nfbre parti* uUuly so 
when the words respecting the impropriety 
of grafting a pledge, “ either expressed or 
implied,’ were considered, which must be 
understood to ap; ly to the presen r minister-;. 
[Hear! hear! from the opposition.] I*Ic 
was glad that he had distinctly unde/ stood 
the nature of the motion, but he -wished that 
the hon. gent, who bad opened it had sta« 
ted that and not left k. to be implied. How- 
ever, if he understood the question, it 
would appear cxtraoidmary if he should be 
debarred Ironi cfmsideiing it with a relation 
to ciicumstaiiqjf, and as implying a censure 
on tlufcrrown. it was impossible, in 

justice to the sovereign, if lie was to be cal- 
led to the bar, and arraigned,, [a loud cry of 
bear ! hear ! order ! order ! | that the ques- 
tion should be considered without a rtfference 
lo circumstances. He felt himself under great 
embatrassment on thisfoccasion. They sy.id 
that his majesty was not censurable, but his 
&lvisc;s. it was contrary to the fact, 

that his majesty acted in this case, in conse- 
quence of any advice ; he denied that any 
advice was given him on this point ; — [heaff ! 
hear !] He did not mean as to .the dismissal 
of the ministers, but as to the pledge. Ac 
would afterwards maintain the propriety of | 
requiring that pledge ; but as far as he knew / 
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and believed, no advice had been, in fact, given 
on this point. But he approved of >a|bat had 
been done, and was ready to be responsible foT 
it ; though he was obliged to state^be fact 
exactly as it was. ‘As to secret advisers, he 
asserted, there were nofto such \^hye the mi- 
nisters continued ip office ; whetythey were 
dismissed, ot coarse, consul- 
• ted others.— Now, in considering this ques- 
tion, with a view to the circumstances,® he 
would take three periods into p\ew ; first, 
when the assent was given l^thebill ; second, 
when the bill was brought foiward ; anti 
third, when it ^ras withdrawn. As to the 
first, the impottiyit part was, what must 
have been Jhe understanding of his majesty 
when he g:{ j ' nis assent to t]ie bill. 11 is 
majesty could only haveahgfMn contempla- 
tion the extension ot TlSTtrish act of 
to this country. That apjieared froinYbe 
reasoning of the dispatch sent to his inajcwy, 
which went to the anomaly of having such an 
act in the one country and not in the other, 
and to the pledges that had been given. The 
words “ any military commission," must 
have been undciAood as applying to that 
reasoning, as it was afterwards thought neces- 
sary, in bringing in tne bill, to add the woid 
“ appointments." His majesty had with- 
drawn what had been considered as a reluc- 
tant assent to the additional provisions of the 
bill, and stated that nothing would induce 
him to go one®step faither than the act ot 
1 / 93 , hoping, at the same time, that this 
would relieve him fiom all further trouble 
on this po.nt. But it was not Lis majesty 
only who understood the measure in tins 
way. JKvcn the person who was to propose 
it # laboured under the same misundn standing, 
and it was not clear tha^they themselves in- 
tended to go farther, for the* Irish chancellor 
of the exchequer, in answer to a proposal for 
adjourning the second reading of the bill for 
two days, on account of the absence of Irish 
members, said that thcrt^isd^ no partjyulai 
occasion for the attendance of the Irish mem- 
bers, as they were a! ready acquainted with the 
measure. But thi«* was not all, for no less than 
three cijrim t ministers refused to concur in 
the measure, when they understood the ex- 
tent to which it was to be canied, he meant 
lords Sidmouth aiid Oenborough, and the, 
lord chancellor. The lord chancellor was< 
not even summoned to the council, and thus 
the particular adviser of the king’s conscience 
wa* excluded iu a matter with respect to 
wjlfch it concerned him to be thoroughly 
informed. It was known from the first au- 

( thority, that the person who was to procufc 
the king’s assent did not understand the ex- 


tent to whiefi the measure was to be carried. 
But ttys was not all ; evpn the Irish s&re- 
tary had his doubts about it, and under these 
circumstances it was quite clear, that his 
majesty had only tb^ act of 1793 in contem- 
plation. Here therefore, he would close the 
first period, having Established this, that hiS 
majesty was ceitainly not apprised of theex- 
j tent to which the measure w ?3 intended to be 
carried. The next period '^as that in which 
the bill assumed the fosrA in which it was 
brought into the house, wleq a reluctant as- 
sent was Understood to bee’n given to it. 
And here when the Irish dispatch was re* 
ccived, it was ascertained that the design of 
the C aiholic petition had not been abandoned 
on amount of this measure. It was as- 
curtained how the demands of theCgjholics 
grew out of the relaxation of 411? laws re- 
specting them. It was supposed that this 
jvould content themf but it* was understood 
from the Irish chancellor, that it would not, 
and that there were two or three other par- 
ticulars w hicli they required. They wsnfeed 
to be sheriff’s, to bc^atl netted to corporations, 
and to be kiwg*scouncil. This being the 
I case, in the comm uni cations with his ma- 
jesty, a proper explanation was not given, 
and though there uas no intention to deceive, 
yet there was a highly blameable negligence 
on the pai t of ministers. His majesty, now- 
ever, being averse to frie bill, they attempted 
to amend it, and then agreed to^withdraw it. 
And here commenced the third period. It 
appeal e?l to him, that those who objected 
a general pledge, overlooked the iiotafiorttof 
the constitution on the part of ministered* 
Theydiad recommended the measure ay in. 
dispcn able ; they said tfrdt not an ^our wa| 
to be lost, anti yet they agreed to withdraw 
it, and this they called 41 a sacrificfe' of private 
feelings to public* duty.” It was the oddest 
sacrifice of private feelings to publiq duty due 
Ibid ever heard of, to abandon 4 measure 
which they had represented as indispensable 
that they might not be obliged to abandon 
j their places. How did the crown aud mi- 
| nisters stand on that occasion ? they intro- 
duced a measure, which \ney considered* as 
essential to the welfare qf the state, laid then 
consented to withdrawn it. Who 
n sponsible •for that? If the minister was# 
compelled *to adt contrary to his judgment, 
riiis brought in the sovereign as the respon- 
sible person. TJie king never stood in such 
a situation. Ministers stated that they would 
declare on the Catholic question that thfir 
sentiments ^remained the same as ever, aNi 
this thisw tjie responsibility on the sovereign. 

\\ as tlftt constitutional r However, as to . 
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tbii $ the sovereign only expressed his regret— warned them, that cases might happen where 
b8f ministers further stated, that they would present lenity might be ultimate cruelty, 
from time to time bring the subject before He thought that the conduct of adrtinistra- 
him. They were to do this, though they tion to yie Catholics ought to be conciliating, 
knew that this was nof a common opinion, but firniL; as concessions only served to keep 
which he might change, but a rooted prin- Ireland Tp <an unsetBed state. There was, 
triple, which he woulcr never Abandon. He only this alternative, either to establish thfe 
was perfectly ready to admit, that ministers Catholic efruyeh iiw Jjfh d f -or to preserve^ 
ought not to qdvise his majesty contrary to the ProtestaJi^establishment in its full strength/ 
their judgments b"t their duty was not to With respect to the pledge, which it was 
fetter the prerogative. Ministers need not insinuated (.hat the present ministers must 
have made these ^statements to his majesty, have given Ub th- condition of their coming 
for they mi'gllt b\ k ve acted upon the prin- into office, he could assure the house that 
c.ple without them. But this was, in fact, his majesty's present ministers had come into 
requiring a practical pledge from the sove- office unfettered by any pledge whatever, 
reign t that he would not dismiss them for ur- Mr. Grattan said, the b,Jl which was the 
ging this measure upon them, and therefore immediate c^isc of the dismiss^ of his ma- 
lt iws necessary for him to have a pledge jesty's late mii.Lfti-f^hjid his entire approba- 
that they V7Duld not harass him. He ac- tioy r ' as he thought thereby we should have 
cordingly exacted it* and they r. fared, for c^nbinod the physical with the intellectual 
the reasons staled in the minute of council, fovee of the empire. The question now 
Now; iu what situation would this pledge under the consideration of the house might 
have placed them? They could go on till very properly be divided into two heads; 
tijgpfemstances occurred which should, in first, the conduct of the late ministers in ic- 
their upprebenrion, render it their duty to spect to the Catholics ; secondly, their con - 
submit the claims of the Cavholics to his ma- duct relatively to his pajesty. The great 
jeftty, and then they might resign, for hisma- object, as to the ('(italics, was, that tlfe 
jesty did not stipulate* tor the eternity of his hill lately brought into the house by the no- 
ministers. It was also proper to attend to ble lord near him, had been promised to Ire- 
the point on which the assurance was re- land more thai\l 3 years ago ; and jhc part i- 
quired. 1 he king had a right to* say they cular reason wjjs, tlut the Irish ,officcr in 

England might be oha similar footing with 
the English officer, artd it wtft -Certainly no 
more than justice that it should be so. The 
fright hohtgent. haU‘s;ud, that tlx; •objection 
’had'^een httertded to and remedied by the 
mutiny bill ; but that in thet was hot* the 
case, and it was certainly very wrong to have 
left the Irish officer, in case of his conurg 
into this country, triable to the penalty of 
500/. for attending his regiment in defence of 
it; and a still further and more galling dis- 
satisfaction, thet he could not bring any suit, 
nor be entitled to that protection of the law, 
of which every ^***)tr description of persons 
equally enjoyed the benefit. The second 
objection was that of the common men, who 
were rendered liable to the greatest difficul- 
ties and severest disabilities. They were 
compelled to go to church, and prohibited 
from attending mass^b}* vyhich we made the 
Protestant religion the tormentor of the Roman 
Catholic soldier and his own religion the en- 
gine of his punishment. For his own part; he 
was iree to own he did not possess that agoni- 
zing foresight which could see the i uin of* the 
church in our having a Roman jCatholic ffatT- 
offierr ; and he feared, if we continued to proceed 
6n that idea, we rxyglit avoid dangers that 
\\crc only imaginary, but should certainly 


•should no); come to Jym with counsels con- 
trary to his coronal ioi%. «ath. ,k]e thought 
thatjthe tfhftncy of this mesftmfc was to 'de- 
stroy the Protestant establishment in* l/eland.* 
l^jis auf by fh’e'oill of Rights fcilj- that the 
^Totestant es’ iblishifteqt wus*pr®vidcd for ; it, 
was also secured by th&irficfes of Ui^sn with 


ages, andx9dk ot bigotry ; but it ought to be 
recollected, that it was to ^hese ages that we 
opred our liberties and the Protestant esta- 
blishment. — The right hon. gent, then ad- 
verted to tlje impolicy of the declaration, 
that these concessions were necessary to allay 
the disturbances in Ireland, because it held 
out concessions as the reward of distur- 
bances. Every thing that.they desired, had 
been gi/yn to the iojver orders already. The 
jiigbei^Lrders, it stated, were alrfeady 
, loyal ;/nut it might be said that the con- 
cession to them vpould endourafge them to 
coopil»ate the people; but if they wanted 
this sfSur, be would not giye much foj* their 
Ipyalty. He denied that he was. ever ani- 
Hmted by a persecuting sp rit. < )u a former 
f^casion lie had only staled, that in case ex- 
tr tordinarytpoweis should be necessary for 
xa. npters, & would not oppose thfcm, and 
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incur those that were real. The bill was 
part of the national defence, and the ques- 
tion' was, whether they should continue to 
impose disabilities, which operated nfit mere])' 
on the Roman Catholics, but greauy to the 
disadvantage of the w^ole empire^ The ob- 
jections stated by the right hmi/gent. were 
stronger as to the principle of the bill, than 
to tbe bill itself, life scemedsfo think that 
the principle of the bill tended to subvert 
and overturn the established chutrh. In thi* 
be differed with him altogether, for he consi 
dered the principle of thAbill as calculated 
to soften and mitigate tbe asperity of reli- 
gious prejudice, to amalgamate and blend 
the jarring opinions of men professing dif- 
ferent reKjgious persuasions, and to unite 
them all i*. one common boirj of unthn, so 
that they might act i 'eely and heartily 

in the defence of the whole empire. *IV ef- 
fect tb.s would, in his opinion, secure Wie 
established church on the most permanent 
foundation, by a union of all men of nil re- 
ligious opinions, without which he fcafrd 
the empire could not be long preserved. 
The principle oK the bill went to give the 
Catholics of Ireland a participation in the 
•defence of the counVy, by enabling them to 
enjoy Commissions in the army and * nary, 
and to shew them that they were in future to be 
placed pn a more liberal .footing with re- 
gard teethe law. The light lion. gent, lr.tl 
argued, that it was n<jt in human nature for 
the Roman Ca* holicV to be contented with 
what was granted them by »he bill ; but the 
fact wa?% the right hon. gent, mistook hu- 
man nature, substituted io’r it’ a casuTstical 
argument, .and then debased human nature 
to make it subservient to his own casuistry. 
JHic right lion. gent, had talked of the Ro- 
man Catholics wanting to establish high ranks 
in the orders of their religfon, and to have 
magnificent bishops. How they were to 
do this he could not tell, unltss they were to 
get the Freud* to make Irish bishops rich, 
who had already made^jp^rh bishopj^poor. 

I he right hem. gent, and others hud said, ihat 
the Roman Catholics in Ireland -were dis^tii- 
fied. As to that, lie would not deny that they 
might iie so at particular periods of tim*. 
He had known them to be sometimes satis- 
fied, and sometimes tty contrary. They were 
satisfied, he said, when the administration 
was such as pursued a system «f lenity, and 
did not harass them with disabilities ; they 
were dissatisfied when a contrary conduct 
was observed towards them. In 17 ^ 3 , they 
^re highly^ satisfied with what was done in 
thsir bshult. He would not say they were 
so at another period, when they had Ifcen 

Vol.IX, • . . 
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persecuted fcr no greater offence than the 
great and mighty crime of presenting a peti- 
tion. i There was an instance on record, 
where two men in the county of Wexford 
were, for the crime of pr8sentmg a petition, 
indicted and brouglft to trial*; and when the 
witnesses carpe to bg heard against them, tljp 
judge declared from the bench that evq»v one 
ofi them ought to be prosecuted. If they 
were to treat the C tthoiic sL of Ireland in the 
way they l*id been tlfflEU.'by the late minis- 
ters, they wouid be gifcttly satisfied. He 
would not say they \vouIdme*altogether satis- 
fied without powc/J bulrthey would be so far 
satisfied as to fight tbe 1" renth, which is what 
is very much to be desired. By conceding 
to them the advantages they would have 
dcri^l from the 1 te bill, it gave them what 
h* might call with the pot* -^M^>ride, 
pomp, and gi re u instance ot glorious war.’* 

It made them in some sort congenial with 
4>urselvcs, and thcieby gave 'them an.enthu- 
#iasm which they fould not, under the pre- 
sent circumstances, be supposed to possess. 

1 he Catholics, he said, had been re?nj|!fk- 
ablc for their loyalty > in proof of which, 
ne cited the preambles of the act of the 14th 
ot the King, and several others, which wtent . 
to that effect, it lftid been said that we 
ought to be careful in preserving the acquisi- 
tions of the chinch, and that by favouring 
the Catholics we should jpjure tlip churchy 
His answer jo that was, that formerly when 
the-piotestants were engaged agaiyst the Ca- 
tholics, the disputes were altogether between 
themselves ; but now tl^e Fiench wery enga^' 
ged again^l the whole, Jmd against^hat cc m- m 
mon enemy all* had to contend, If they - * 
were^ j.)iued with ttie C atholics, tber^ was 
every lavourubJe gtespect and jX r obubili{y * 
that they woujt’l conqudr;- if,.ojuthe con-* 
traij', they lougjit without them, and should 
be ncaten in the f at Je, they would r.ot be 
beaten by the Catholics, but by .their <*wn 
Ifirej Lidigcs, winch deprived fhem c*f the’r as- 
sistance. •Ihese circumstances required the 
most serious and attentive consideration. It 
had been said that bis majesty trad been de- 
ceived as to the nature, operation, and extent •{ 
of the bill in question. * He was 3| a lo|g to 
find out how this coul<i be. It ap^red that * 
on* the 2d of JVIaich# the ministefc 
the clauses in the hill for his majesty’s peru« 
sal, and Mity* were aff.rwards retlVned to 
them without any objection, The Dill was 
then given uj^; so that there could be no 
deception of nis majesty on that point. 
With respect to the pledge, it was impo^de 
they could accede to , without incurringVhe 
greatest disgrace. They must hive renounced* 
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the principles of the whole of their former night would assure thorn of, that they’ had 
life. They must have relinquished thefoffice not onlyta Toot in England, but a root also 
of counsellors and the high character of in that lufcise ; and by those means, he had 
statesmen, and have L-come the mere crea- no doubt, that whatever might be the event 
tures of salary. If tied cup not to present of the question, the two nations would be 
their opinions to the kin», they would have united as ohc^and the integrity of the empire 
given up what former ministers had never established. 

done ; for many privileges had been granted Dr. Duigenqn began by stating that it had 
to the Catholics, u which they had petitioned been said by ?$vernl honourable gentlemen 
for at a various pcrfcpcL*hf time and been de- on diiicrcnt decagons, that the greater part 
jriedj but which privileges bad, at a subse- of the army and navy of this country conse- 
quent period, b^ci^ granted to them. For ted of Irish Catholics. He denied such to be 
this, various feasoiut^-night be assigned, ac- the fact; and insisted that those Irishmen 
cording to the different circumstances of the who were in our army and niwy, were most- 
tiines. 'He wo .Id suppose a French army ly Protestants. 1 1 had ulsp fcecn s-iid, that 
should be landed in Ireland: woilld it there were 4 millions of Catholics ^Ireland ; 
not be natural to suppose, that pri^eges but this statement was equally fallacious with 
might thjyi.be granted which had previously the other : for V^j^hoJe population of that 
been lefusea : ..Ministers, in pledging them- coup't'y amounted to only three millions 
Selves not to bring the case of the Catholics ai^’a halt*. The Protestants were in pro- 
Under the consideration of his majesty, would* poision to the Catholics, as two to three in 
have forfeited their duty as officers, and theis number ; and in property, to fifty to one. 
principles as statesmen. He entirely appro- The house had been told, that the Roman 
ve^«Che conduct of the late minister, because Catholics would be satisfied if it gave them 
bethought it that of «a grr*it statesman. He the advantages of serving #in the army and 
had seen the effects of a former administra- navy, as intended by the late bill. He would 
tkm, whose conduct had been different to- tell the house when the Roman Catholics 
wards the Catholics against whom the press would be satisfied : if Ireland were given up 
in Ireland was continually loaded with points to them, and they were suffered to plunder 
and paragraphs, which were good composi- and destroy all the propci ty in it, they might 
tion, but bad sense, till they stung and tlien perhaps be content?. They l^id at all 
£oaded the people almost to madness, if wc times, and on every occasion, evinced a 
joined issue with the Catholics, we should marked in veto ary against the Protestants; 
fight against ourselves. If we would do and in the insurrection of 17})H, they had, 

. ^vell, we should keep in mind that there is at the very outset of the bu incss, so prepared 
but one enemy, which is the French; and their schemes, that they actually destroyed 
•that our best defence against that enemy was 5000 1’ioti stunts in cold blood, in the couise 
our own unanimity. He well knew that the ofashoit lime. They had burnt ldO in 
Catholic^ of IrelamWlid not dislike the Pro- one barn, and committed evi ly act oferue^ 
* festant people of England ; aSid he hoped ty that could well imagined. Many of 
the English people would not insult tlje rc- them had been •confined in prisons for a 
ligion of the Irish Catholics. He admired length of time; and after being liberated, 
thf, ministry for the mildness of the conduct had been fonn^to be the most acth e abettors 
they had*pursu*d in consequence of the in** and Mjpjjortcrs of the very next disturbances 
surrections Ayhi' h bad occurred in the West thatjiad happft?^^ • According to the l.itc 
of Ireland. It had been productive of the minisfci ’s l.uc bill, these men might be com- 
happiest effects, by putting a speedy end to munders-in-chief of the army, and admirals 
them, without applying to the military fui of tiic fleets of this country, whose daggers 
their ’assistance. ' He had^ before admiicd y/ere yet red with the blood of ilici^ Piotes- 
loin Hi/dwicke for^ a similar proceeding, t int brethu n. It was impossible to admit 
. wbc^^ftcad of Icttii^j slip the dogs of war, Roman Cat holies to ay portion of civil pow- 
" c nad foith the judges into the different § er; for they had a temporal power mixed 
disturbed counties; and pufan end to the % with their <iwl and ecclesiastical estublisli- 
disturbAice by the fair, impartial, and equal ment, which they lodged in the hands and 
hand <ff the law. if he were to say how he supremacy of a foreign power>who was at this 
tbc^fct Ireland ought to he freated, he would time under the rule and direction of Buopa- 
adBi»t tile utmost lenienev should be obser- parte, who nominated the bishop, and«kc 
vjt. He would make tolerance the rule at d the priest. There was at this moment an 
guide of his ft conduot : be woyld tell t^c Irish aamy in Ireland in the pay of Buonaparte. 
Cfctbclics, w^iat he hoped the e*of th*t # Gentlemen talked of conciliating the higher 
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ord<?Vs of tli e Roman* Catholfcs. Who were make any # excuse,* but such as he might 
the higher orders ? He knew not where to find think proper to make, 
them. He wassure there were not fortyRoman Mr. Horner said, ifit was not too late, he 
Catholic gentlemen m Ireland of 1 000/. a year would wish the words be taken down. . 
each. In order to make those concessions to The Speaker said, t)»tdn cases when any 
the Roman Catholics of Ireland, which were thing had intervened b^bre it was desired to 
intended to be giverf by the Jatr bill, there take down the words, it was too late to make 
must be a repeal of the Test act, and of such a motion. # ,* 

any other acts against the Catholics. Yet . Mr. Sh fertyaw wished to know whether he 
gentlemen went on to say, tfiat this would had rightly comjjjphcndcd what the hon. 
not endanger the established flmreh. What and lea rne^ doctor lw4«ftid. He understood 
hud already been the consequence ? When him to say, that a nobla lord, a privy *coun- 
the account of this bill aryved in Ireland, the seller to his majesty, had ^tempted to sub- 
Roman Catholics called a public meeting ; vert the Protestant rcli^bn. The honour- 
and a Mr. Keogh laughed to scorn the whole able and learned gent, ought, therefore, to 
of the measure, as not containing enough of name him, that he might be proceeded against 
co iv esston ; anil *n menacing terms, declared as such a crime deserved, 
they would have all. or none. 1 f the po wrrs Lard Hawick apprehended the order of 
given to lord Cornwallis, to *nrd Hardwickc, die no use was made for the purn os^ gf con* 
and to the duke of llfrdiord he believed also, ducting the debates with. deer y and deco- 
were continued, and proper powers by^ieem rum ; and therefore, that the name of a mem* 
delegated to the magistrates, lie wouldfcH- her of that house was not allowed to be men-* 
gage there would he no rebellion, in Ireland, ^tioned in the discussion of any subject under 
There had been menaces of rebellion, |>ut consideration. If that was the case, he look- 
there would be none. The lower orders of ed upon it as much rnoie ({^orderly tc*^£n- 
tiic Human Catholics who had been guiltv tion the name of a member of the other house, 
of distm bailees, *had neither leaders, arms, as it might be tile means of creating an imo- 
4 nor pn perty. Ilk knew them well. He sitics between the two blanches of the le^is- 
had lived all his life In Ireland ; and had been luture. He thought, therefore, he writs 
in evciv pint of it. If a French army were strictly justified in calling upon the lion, and 
landed in Li eland, he believed they vtould learned doctor to name the noble lord he had 
join it, to a man. J'herc had now been An alluded to ; for such was his high respect 
impudAit convention-demand, nay, a direct for that noble personage,* that he" could ndt 
menace, in case their petition was not com- sit still, and •hear such a charge made, with- 
plied with. This he considered to be the out taking the notice of it lie had done. . 
consequence of the concessions intended to he Mr? Secretary Canning conceived that tlw~, 
made to them, by a noble lord, not in that question of order had been decidedly the 
house, whose administration, he always chair, and that whatever imprudence there 
thought, meant to sulneit the Protestant reli- mig’^t be in the expression, it was not so 
ginn. — disorderly as to authorize the call tvhidh had 

• 1 iOrd Hoxiicfc rose to order, lie said, the been made 4b r the natne of the*ioble lof4 # 
honourable and 1 ear nevf doctor had, if lie un- alluded to. * 

derstood him right, stated that there was a Mr. Grenville said, it was impossible for 
noble lord, not in that house, who had endca- him to believe, till he heard it from the cljpir, 
>urcd to subvert the protest :i nt religion, u< ijhat the hon.* and learned .gent.,* after the 
crime of the greatest mjjLgnrtpjAc ; and he cal- charge be, had made against a jfeer of the 
led on him, if he were anaan, to nairfc that realm, should not be obliged 'to name that 
noble lord, that he might be arraigned at the noble lord to whom he had alluded, that he 
bar of the house, and brought to that punish- might be proceeded against as the nature of 
merit which his crime deserved. his offence required. • • ^ • 

MvfPlumer desired, that if the hon. genl. The Speaker Said, that being called 

knew of any noble lord who had hern guilt\ uppn to declare his opTnion, he ujp^l'l sUtc 
of so great a crime, ffe would name him, as it according to the best of his abilrw- 
he thought it was his duty to do. * he understood Jthe order of that houst, it was 

The Sptalvr said, he appfthended thift not allowable to mention the nameofany mem- 
every member had a light, according to the .ber, as it might tend to create ah :r cation, 
order of that house, to deliver his sentiments and to interrupt the harmony and decorum 
iijfsuch teimsas he should choose, provided of debate. He always understood, hoi\ew, 
lie did it with decency ; and that he was not that it wa$ competent to any member of^at 
bound to name whom Ik alluded to, nor # to house, in the course of his speech, to a’luij? . 
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to the transactions and conduct of any pub- understandings of the gentlemen who main- 
lie minister of this cpuiltry, so as he did it in tallied it, to suspect that all he had formerly 
decent terms ; and *hat in so doing lie* was heard concerning the proper privileges of a 
not obliged to name'. he party, nor did he minberof parliament, all he had heard of 
thereby commit aify ^technical violation ol he duties of a confidential adviser of the 
the orders of the hoiAc. % crown, all he had read, and all lie had hi- 

, Dr. Duigenan admitted that Ac had spo- therm been thinking of the principles of tha 
ken with too much warmth on {.he subject ; . onstitution, and all he had read on constitu- 
but if he had used any hardi expression, lfe tioral auth iritkas, hud been entirely wrong ; 
was sorry lor it. As wfW as he recollected, for be * ad dwUys understood the doctrine to 
he had used the worl^'V'* a noble lord nut m be, that tnu king could do no wrong ; and 
this house.” NowTit wuiild be recollected hr ha ..nderstood. t tat ma\im to be one in 
that 'here wcicsni^y noble lords who were which the security of the public, and that 
not members of either* house. 1 laving made 0 i the honour and dignity of the crown, 
this pology, he should not occupy the time were united, and a maxim' on which both 
ot the house anv longer. these points materially depended : for, by 

Sir Samuc/ said, he should leave tins sort of pledge, the whole nature of the 

to the noble loid opposite ylord Castlcftagh; responsibility of state affair* would be taken 
to the bouse, what had been pr<$- away; tnere wotddJbe no security ag.iimt 

mised to the Oitborcs of helaivd, and to as- the ■'fiosttrai orous int.ntions of lrrcLp* nsible 
sign, if he was able to do so, his reasons for adders; lor minister* would not br ;m- 
now abandoning them : hr hud no desire to* swerable, and could not be answerable, for 
revive any animodtics on account of religious any advice which they did not give ; and 
dilfrimccs of opinion. The qurtion now thfy could not give that vvhhh they stood 
befcff£ the house was on.* will'll involved pledged to withhold. Tins muttci was the 
most important constifUt.oi.al doctrines: it more alarming, w lie i hoMiamt fiom the 
was highly mteie>t.ng to the people at large, , itght; hon. the chancello/of the exchequer, 
and as interesting to the soveieign h.msclt as t licit he thought there weie cases wherein 
to any of his subjects.’' It was, however, a n s , nL ijest\ acted without any advice whut- 
quest.on which, although it contained an ever. Now, w.tlum: mi ailing to involve 
absliact proposition. was necessary to be t?is majesty in any kind of d i.muc, this doc- 
bi ought before thy hous**, betau-e it referred trine went to charge in- iiuj. sty . jvitn the 
to a principle which had been o-ccnily acteo <r linit est ceiisuie. Let die d^nt Lion. gent, 
upon. i irt, ti ue question befoie tilt: hoase Lid that the present inoiidn went to hi lntr 
was, win thcr or n. t it was c« ns itufionally h.s majesty to the bar of thulhou<c. — [Hear! 
•'justifiaole, or raiiicr wlutlh r it was not a bear 1J Tlnr* was no tied re whatever to 
high crime and mis lemeanour, iu any ini- include his majesty in anv censuie lor what 
nistcr in the confidence ol h*s majesty, to had been done; nor had this motion ny 
subscribe to a pledge tlfat he would nuk offer Sv ch tendency; on the contrary, ,t \„ 

■ any advice to hi* majesty which might ap- diiect tendency to protect the king, and .o 
< pea i tooimtob’- essential to the inrcrcs's snppoit the masim* that he could do no 
ot the emp re. Ho conceived ilia', it any in*- wrung; which could never be done by al- 
nistt r should give* such a pledge to the lowing any of his ministers to enter into a 
cjc>vn, it, would be a hi gii crime and misdc - pledge not tij 1 oiler him advee upon any 
meanour «in such a minister to give it, and thflt given subject. Indeed, he could not help 
the house would nrgli ct it* duly,\md betray t binding tlic.e vv*& um.h novelty in Li ir doc- 
lts trust, if it did not imp* uch such a iiiiniuT trine ot the right hon J gent., who had taken 
for giving such a pledge. H- could not help on himself to say tuat there were ads i-i 
* thinking that this was* matter ot more iinpor- which his majesty exeicised liis prerogative 
tiv e lo^iie k. ng, in another point ot view, Without any advice whatsoever ; 'and this 
' than t6^Hy ot his subjecs; for if his counsellors tic appeared to speak from certain know- 
pledge theinaoives not to advhe* hi* ledge on some parti t'iar point*-, The words 
c majesty up ( »n any particular subject, when of the right lion. gent, were “ that to the 
it migtyt happen tlyit it was their duty to offer .,esi of his 1 ' kno w ledge and U lief, the king 
him advice; the most alarming eth cts might had no advi-er upon that point of requesting 
be produced from that pledge. A q nes ion the pledge — that be did not believe the 
more important to the crown than the pre- king had had any adviser ; and that he^did 
sert was hardly possible to be conceived : not think the country would believe the king 
indeed, the doctrine he had luarcl that night 1 ad any adviser upon that point.” — Now, 
1 lad him, frtrn the great respect hr bad for tiie fie had always understood that there was no 
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a contrary principle having prevailed. No 
man entertained a more sincere veneration 
tor the throne than he d^d, and he only wish- 
ed to support those privi copies upon which its 
true security reste^. The hon. gent, who 
moved the previous qulstion, was of opinion 


3 ^ 9 ] 

v 

exercise of the - prerogative whatever, in 1 
which the king had not some adviser ; that 
even in calling certain persons into his coun- 
cils, he must have some adviser. Unques- 
tionably his m.ijesty might call any man in 
the kingdom to his councils, or he might 
make a confident adviser ofa Aan whom the 
house had declared they had no confidence 
in, or even a man whom thM house had de- 
clared to have been guilty of ifgioss violation 
oi the law. [I Iear ! hear !j llis majesty might 
call into his count ils su$h a man, and the 
law said, that the king can do no wrong ; but 
those who advised the king to take such a 
step wcie responsible to this house and to 
the country. Ilis majesty might call in to 
be his achiser a person against whom certain 
resolutions had bccn^ntc^ed on the Jour- 
nals of that house — «r person who liad^ b« en 
brought to trial ; who had been acquitted in- 
deed, but so acquitted, that not any 
numinous and powerful friends had ever yet J 
attempted to offer to this house a inotiop to 
rescind those resolutions from the journals. 
His ina’]< sty might call to his councils such 
a man, who lino indeed been acquitted by a 
^ majnnty of his peers; but who could not 
return to l.mt house, witnout looking at the 
countenances of those who sal ncai and op- 
posite to him ; and, from the association of 
ideas, read in thoy countenances the word-* 
\ tliev I'fPhd tin le were 52 of them) had uttered 
of him, “ guilty uj on my honour, “ 

Mr. Jr[f<-ry lose to older. Me conceived 
the hon. and learned gent. was making an 

c* 

allusion equ illy personal u itli tliat made h 
lore by tin* learned doctor, and that he ought 
to name the name to which he had alluded 
Mr. H'aid conceived, that h\ an analogi- 
• cal deduction fiom the decision of the chair, 
in the case of the le:frnc*<J doctor, the hon 
and burned gent, was perfectly justified in tile 
allusion he had made. 

Sir SfiMuct liomi/lv proceeded. 1 1 c ol*- 

st rveil tnat, by the cynisj^ytion of tile coun 
the choice ofh is ministers was ufldoubl- 


that the prcajnt i 
pledge not |o gi 
oftl^Cs 


subject 


1 1 v , 

cdly vested in the king. He might call t» 
his councils whom he pleased, but that act 
must be done by advice, and the adviser must 
be le^Kmsible. If it wa*> allowable for # nii- 
nislcis to exclude themselves from giving ad- 
vice on any oik' subject, they might extend 
to* same exclusion to otheis. They might 
haul themselves not to give adficc as to the po- 
licy of peace or war, on commerce or finance 
till they left ihemsclves no duty to excr- 
y St-. It was, howevei, of the greatest im 
poitance to his majesty that the doctrine of 
responsible advisers should be strictlv main 
tained. History had unfolded the evils of 


nt ministers had entered intofto 
ive his majesty advice on the 
Catholics. Now, as the late 


ministers were d^sni&Sftl because they re- 
fused this f pledge, the present ministefs were 
placed in this dilemma, <fither the pledge was 
implied, or they Ji ad Received his majesty, 
for it was not pretended that his majesty had 
any*objection to his late ministeid, except the 
difference of opinion which occurred on this 
subject. Jf the former opinions of the pre- 
sent ministers were referred to, it wfluld be 
found that tninp of therq had p because 
measures sitnilar to the bilPwhich .had been 
withdrawn could net be carried. He depre- 
ted the exciting, of religious animosities in 
tlie country. He had seen, with regret, a 
declaration ofliis right hon. friend Per- 
ceval) in a country ya per, which lie thought 
had that tendency. He pronounced an eloquent 
panegyiic on the virtues of his right hon. friend 
whose, worth and sincerity he well knew ;• 
but he begged him to consider what dreadful 
consequences might result if he should un- 
ion unately succeed in reviving religious ani- 
mosities in the present pfriod. • • 

Mr. Bai/iurst regrt tted muc:Ti that a ques- 
tion should be introduced to the considera- 
tion chat house which necessarily brought 
into discussion the personal conduct of the 
sovereign, Fne proposition stated by the 
learned gent, who had just sat down, that 
tliAe was no act of the crown # witlTout re- 
pousibihtjk, was no dbubt correct, generally 
speaking, but yet there were s<5me except 
urns to that •proposition, and among the 
first that must be admitted, where hi^ ma- 
jesty had no advisers. $uch v*as the case 
wlienp he had removed his ministers ; and 
unless the exception to responsibility be al- 
lowed in that case, the king’s prerogative of / 
choosing his own ministers must be nugatory. / 
Now, as such change -were liable -often to' 
occur, lie could not but dcprccal? tficTdea ol 
inak’ug his majesty* s motives ff^ctipn m 
these instances a rftatter lor investigation it. “ 
that hoyse, and still more did heAicprecate 
tiie public statement his majesty’s private 
confidential communications with his minis- 
ters, particularly as individuals. It was ' 
monstrous, then, to say that his m^estv 
could uy>t in any case act without adviCfe, for 
iu cases of thisnatiTre where lie differed froiy 
his "jninistciS, he had. no a*fvi, ers, and ie« 
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sponsibility could not be said^to attac h to 
any »ne. When his majt sty demanded the 
pledge referred to, and which pledge no mi- 
nist r ought to subscribe, he did nol differ 
from hi** minister?, and it did not appear that 
he had any advisers^ nor ; did it follow of ne- 
cessity that he had. He repeated his regret 
tnat a question ol this ifciturp should be sub- 
mitted to the house, because it; inevitably in- 
volved the discussion ol' th cpnduct of the 
king, whose nart^j*\ .d not, ^consistently 
with the practice ot the house; be introduced 
on any such occasion. This was the first 
instance he had evVi,,heai d of, in which the 
personal conduct i f the sovereign was so ex- 
posed to discussion in that house . But it 
was stated, that the proposition before tin* ] 
house wits a truism. He would admit that, 
as cvfcjv^mun mu t : but, then, could gentle- 
men suppose that such general admission ex- 
empted- them Vrom shewing, that there was 
any necessity for that house publicly to re- 
solve ifi si pport of that truism ? ’1 here were, 
in this case two questions to be considered ; 

hether tin re was any need for adopting I 
this truism, and secondly, what consequences 
were likely to follow from its adoption ? As 
to the first, the necessity stated was the per- 
sonal conduct of thes sovereign, and upon 
such a ground In- could nut assent to the mo- 
tion. Although the right of the noble lord 1 
to explain Ins conduct in the transaction 
tvhicli led to this foot ion might be admitted, 
still, the propriety oi making that' explanation 
the ground of a parliamentary proceeding 
^wiight be consistently denied. For Himself, 
however, he could not but sav, that lie re- 
gretted tin explanation had taken place, and 
trie reasons which produced this regiet, \irged 
him also %-) deprecate the publication of se- 
, Vfcral pnvate documents, whicK ought never 
to have been brought before that house or the 
country. They were, indeed, such docu- 
ments, and the paper read by the right lion, 
chancellor of tho exchequer, wfis of that dc- fl 
scription, "for the production of vdifeh the 
bouse could not consistently address his ma- 
jesty. It would be indecent to demand a 
communication of such papeis from the 
v . kin^, as kid been 'on this occasion most im- 
j properly faid before the public. But, to re- 
question oT responsibility, anil. to 
coflsequei cts whirl! might fojlow lrom 
an acquiescence in the motion before the 
house : suppose his rfuijcsty should be called 
upon by an address of that house, and he, 
put it, as one consequence of \\. is motion, to 
stiie by whom he had been advised to de- 
mand the pledge alluded to in the debate, or 
< ft* disrei * h|s late roin.ttas and that the 


answer to such address should be, that his 
majesty had no advisers in either case ; 
what then would follow ? Why, that blame 
would fall on a quarter to which, according 
to the constitution, no blame ought to be im- 
puted. Thus the maxim, that the king 
could do no wrong,' might be exploded by 
the effects oF this motion. For he could 
not say where the operation of the object, 
which this m8fion appeared to have in view, 
might terminate. The whole question as to 
the exercise of his majesty’s prerogative 
might be thrown open. After a resolution 
of censure upon the dismissal of the late mi- 
nisters, another censure might be pronounc ed 
upon the appointment ol the pretent, and 
thus the prerogative would be extuy t. But 
looking to that prerogative, which must be 
exercised by the sovereign alone, as essential 
to the constitution, because, essential to pre- 
seray* the power and importance of tin* mo- 
y *if*hy, lie could not assent to a motion, 
which had a tendency to, or at least threaten- 
ed consequences, which might shake its se- 
curity. Under all these circumstances, the 
right lion. gent, felt himself bound to dissent 
lrom the motion be for* the holier; and this 
must he considered to him a duty of some* 
pain. For towards tlm noble Imd on the 
opposition bench, and his colleague**, he »*n- 
tcrtiMied the most unfeigned public and pii- 
yflte respict, and he sincerely bellcml that 
in the part they ‘had acted, whi< li^hc was 
compelled to regret, their only ol >;<.** t was to 
set themselves right with the public. But 
when such explanations as had been made in 
tl is affair, must turn upon matters of pri\,ito 
conversation with the king, he could not 
help expressing his smrow that they should 
take place. He would, however, be always 
ready to bear testimony to the honourable 
motives which a' tuated the conduct of the 
gentlemen on the reposition bench, for 
whose character he felt the highest respect. 
A\ ith the gentlemen who occujded the tiea- 
sury bench he connection whatevei, 

altiioftgh lor some of them, no doul^, he en- 
tertained a friendship, but in this instance he 
was influenced solely by the crtnsidei alions lie 
had Mated, and a si nse of the importance of 
the question under discussion, in** which 
sense* lie had no doubt the house would con- 
cur with him ** 

Sir Peter Murray (in a midden speech) 
sSid, that he Vully agreed in the just and con- 
stitutional sentiments which the house had 
just heard. But before he pMceedtd to ani- 
madvert upon the motion be foie the house, 
he thougl t it necessary to advert to the re- 
mgiks ol the bon. ami learned $p*ut. (sir S. 
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Romilly) with regard to a subject which 
that hon. and learned gent, had chosen to 
bring under consideration, although not at all 
connected with the motion. That hon. and 
learned gent, began his speech by deprecating 
any deviation from tffe question before the 
house, and still more any rancorous re- 
marks, such as he ascribed t^ the hon. and 
learned doctor (Duigcnan)* 5 &>w,he would 
appeal to the house, whether that lcaiTied 
gent, was less devious than the learned doc- 
tor, and whether he exhibited a spirit less 
rancorous? The hon. baronet contended that 
it was not necessary to move the rescinding 
of the resolution* of that house, with re- 
gard toV^c noble lord ^Melville) referred to 
by the learned gent., after he had been ac- 
quitted by the tribunal before which he was 
tried, anv more than it would be to propose 
expunging an information at law from ‘die 
record after the subject of that informi*i?^J.beforc the house, the lion, baronet mam 


those gentlemen say if the converse of the 
proposition were taken in an opposite event ? 
Suppose the majority of the lords had voted 
for the conviction of the itoble person accu- 
sed, and a number to the minoriiy on 

that occasion, had # voted for his acquittal, 
;entlemen allow the friends of 
to say, what signified a con- 
so mpny respectable lords vo- 
al »»& sure that, they 

would not listen to such* a proposition, and 
why, then, should theyev^ct that their 
mode of putting tlfc converse should 1>e at* 
tended to ? That the noble lord's acquittal 
shoufd do a wav any allusion to his „ case in 
the shape of reflection was but the language 
of jjgltice, and he was persuaded that in 
maintainin', it he was acting in uni^ 4 s*f with 
the candour ynd liberality of 9 rtntish house 
of commons. With rcuirdtothe question 


had been acquitted. Such a proceeding was 
neither usual nor necessary. But the iruiil- 
fcrencc manifested for the verdict of that 
high tribunal, before which the noble lord 
alluded to had been acquitted, proceeded 
tffmiti the same spirit of party which would 
treat with disregardi the conscience ot the 
king. This acquittal, however, ought to 
make .l greater impression, if the circumstan- 
ces wi re taken into (Consideration und* r wliitfh 
it was obtained. That illustrious person (Mr 
Pi it), who was the friend of the accused, 
was no mote, while, on the other hand, the 
party wa* in power who were his active and 
implacable enemies. At such a time the no- 
ble lord was bi ought to trial; all the influ- 
ence of power was exerted against him, and 
that jiowir industriously engaged in abetting 
*and taking advantage o£ the false impressions 
of the case which had berti spread abroad ; 
still the noble lord was acquitted. But the 
learned gent, was surprized* that not Witli- 


would those I 
the noble lorl 
viction wherd 
ted for accyiifl 


gained, that when- gontlernen on the other 
side talked of their own vindication, they 
meant evidently the ciimina ion of theH^jjer 
party, and th.it party yras the I- ing ; and to 
sanction their views wo* Id of corns'* be to 
subvert the constitutional maxim, that ihe 
king can do no wrotig'. This maxim was 
indeed acknowledged by these gentle en, 
but ihe tendency of their argument was 
this — that the king could do no right but 
withtht.n. Indeed, from the ^ylfole tenouT 
of their recent conduct and observation, they 
had placed their soveieign in such a situation 
before*! he country, as to induce an opinion 
that he was a man of no intellect whatever, 
which, by thc-byc, was an txbibition only* 
to l>£ made by a p 1 tfv, if 1 cell a party^ there 
could be, who wished to usuip dj power of 
the soxercsgfl, and govern the country in his, 
iianjc. 1 ui he believed these j. entTemen had 
iound their sovef ig.> quite a different person, 
from the iu hnuciit and firmness whiej^hs 

■ ... i _*i* 


standing such ycquittal, the noble lord coukn^najestv hadVwnced npcm*this, as w'cll as 


endure the rrroJIcctioiitoC^t mlty upon my 
honour, ” which must occur to him in tin* 
Jiousc of lords. Were there not, ho\\c\ei\ 
other words to be recollected time also ; 
Was ^ie word ‘ 4 guilty” alone that upgn 
uliicli the lcained gent.’s recollection could 
dwell ? were coiuiqtion, puuishmen', .jut 
pcisccution, the only filings that could jsaitstjr 
his eais ? r l he learned gent, myst rrmcinhcf, 
that the noble person Jludcd to, heard that 
result at the tribunal, under considerations 
v^liich must be satisfaciorv to him. But the 
learned gent, liad insinuated that which had 
been said before, r.amclv, what signified an 
acquittal, where so many of the judges *o- 
ted for coil \iction ? W^iut, however, would, 


upon nun} other occasions. 

Sir Romt ////, in explanation, said that 

he did not me m in the l^ast degree to 1 effect 
upon the determination of the pivis on a re- 
cent trial. iJ'* # on]y intended t > %all ‘tojtlie 
1 ccol lection of the hou^c. that th.ner hud tv'eh 
olijrctions both to form ot t h ^ ar-v>^s. ^ 
and to thctfiianivT of the proof, and, that 51 
lords had* said* upon their honour, ijlat lord 
Melville was guilty. 

Mr. Whitbr^td^ after .compUmcnfing the 
candour, moderation, and manliness with 
which the qiuslion before the house had 
treated by his hon. £ lend who introduced it, 
obsci Y'‘d, that Jrom the \aiiou^aiul contra- « 
die turv sentiments which had l*cen delivered. 
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in the course of the debate, upox the subject 
to which the motion referred, it was essen- 
tially necessary that the house should cqme to 
some declaration, as to what the constitution 
was upon this imp&rtant point. It appeared 
that a very gross mist nders tan ding did prevail 
upon the subject of the constitution and reli- 
gion of the country, from what [he house had 
heard of the one fiom the rig/t hon. gerft. 
below him (Mr. B athuft ft) , aifl of the other 
from 4he right h6n. gent, on tke opposite 
aide (Mr. Perceval).' Some doctiines had in- 
deed been advjance\in the course of this de- 
bate, which, if not fSplodcd, the power of 
the house of commons was gone, and r reli- 
gious tejeration but an empty name. The 
light lion. gent, below him had told the 
house of certain times when the kingVauld 
act forlirtoeclf without advisers, an«i that & 
constitutionally* he ’could do ryo wrong, no 
responsibility could attach to such actions. 
Now, this was a doctrine against w hich he 
mutt enter an immediate' protest. For 
contrary was it to the fact, that there was not a 
moment of the king’s life, from his accession 
to his demise, that (there was not a person 
constitutionally responsible for his actions. 
This was the doctrine which he and his 
friends maintained, and when gentlemen de- 
precated the consideration of the personal con- 
duct of the king, it should be rccollt ctcd by 
whom th.it pcisopal conduct was brought 
into discussion. It ceitainly ^as not by 
his friends,’ but by those who asserted, 
that the km^r acted for himself and, with- 
out any advise is. Put this was a propo- 
sition which he would never admit : and the 
house of commons which should acquiesce 
in disestablishment ol sdoh a doctrine, v^oultJ 
cteclare i*ieif a nonentity. '1 he right hon. 
•gent, betaw him had stated, that the king 
had no advice when the pledge was required. 
This a^seitiun was also made by the picscnt 
iniAis ers.. Thus they who , professed so 
much reverence Yor hi» majesty , dbrlaimc&T 
any concern *c>r advice in one acf ol his to 
which all agree tha 1 no minister ought to 
subscribe, and thus leave him naked and ex- 
posed. altogether ; .withdrawing that support 
tnefe owed Iiirn ; that Is m other terms, 
they dechned to become responsible for the 
^cOrftTuct of their sovereign. But the consti- 
tution /ould not allow them thuS to dedin? 
and shefcer theimelfces from responsibility ; 
for, baying accepted the offices fiom which 
bis friendr near him had retired, because they’ 
would not subscribe that pledge, these hon. 
geVdcmen incurred the responsibility which 
they manifested so mifeh iin^iety*to avoid ; 

' fu/a vciy gflod reason indeed, ly cause the 
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pledge itself was such as no man e©uuf ven- 
ture to defend. After some further animad- 
versions upon the question of ministerial 
responsibility, and dilating upon the neces- 
sity of enabling members by some declaratory 
resolution to state to ttyeir constituents what 
responsibility » really meant, about which, 
after the doubts it had been involved in by 
this debate, tx^ir constituents would natu- 
rally be anxiocts to enquire, the hon. gent, 
proceeded to observe upon the explanation 
which the house had heard of the conduct of 
the late ministers. * 'J hat explanation, which 
was in his mind perfectly satisfactory, and 
which was strengthened by what liad been 
said this night by the right hon. the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, was inrpkrioudy 
called for by the misrepresentation of their 
conduct and views, * which had been so in- 
dustriously circulated by the publications of 
a i^ptulo 4 ‘ Protestant,” in a morning paper, 
dvho had evinced as much bigotry as ever 
prejudice had ascribed to a Catholic, and par- 
ticularly by the manner in which the mi- 
nutes of the cabinet had been communicated 
to the public. These considerations, com- 
bined with the address of the right hon. the 
chancellor of the exchequer, to his consti- 
tuents, tending as they did to Calumniate 
tlicir^own character, but still mo?e to revive 
tlje cry of “ No Popery,” which had pio- 
[duced such calamitous Scenes in 17$0, irn- 
dered the explanations referred to peculiarly 
desirable, and lie had no rioub: of their having 
had a most salutary operation. With regard to 
the conduct of the right hon. [not 4 ‘ learnt d”) 
gent., for he was no longer “ learned it ap- 
peared that lie held himself foith as the 
ch amj ion of the church, proclaiming that 
he had quitted his profession to save it from 
danger. It the light hon. pent, i call y felt so 
much anxiety fdr the interests and safety of 
the i hurcht how, lie would ask him, could 
he feel in hi* prt-ent company ? One of his 
colleagues, the noble niinaur for the war 
dtp lament (loHhCaAlercagh\ was pledged 
to pi emote the claims of the Catholics whe- 
ther in or out of office, thuqgh that noblv 
lord knew the danger w hich might arise, and 
as the old story went, that “ tin Catholics, 
might again wadi thi-ir hands in Piotestant 
blood.” What C'hii^vau charity must the 
sight hon. gent, havc^ under such circum- 
stances, to associate with such a colleague! 
But there was another instance in which the 
right hon. gent, did not feel quite so much 
alarm as to the Catholics, or so much ob- 
jection to their advocates, and that was durihg 
the administration of Mr. Pitt, who was 
alio pledged to th*_ Catholics. At that time. 
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howcvcf^it did not suit .the rig^t hon. gcnt/s introduction of his lordship was advised by- 
convenience to raise the cry of the church 'is the present ministers, they had advised that 
iyi danger. Reverting to the pledges of the noble which was extremely disrespectful to the 
lord (Castlercagh), the hon. member alluded house. When it was pressed, to address the 
particularly to the paper circulated by the Irish throne, praying that hi%majesty would dis- 
governmeut, which explicitly pledged that no- miss lord Melville from his presence ayl 
blc lord to support the claims of the Catholics. councils forever. Mr. Pitt said, that it was 
[Lord Castlercagh across the # table — Never, giving unnelessary pain to an individual al- 
never so pledged.) The hon^ent. resumed ready sufficiAtly glided, since, as long as 
and stated tluit his observation was founded the resolutipire of t remained on the 
on general rumour. If, however, the noble journals, he Could not be received into the 
lord did not sign such a ^>apcr, the rumour confidence of the sovereign * He (Mr. W.) 
must be groundless. But it was to be re- put this situation tfl an indignant house, and 
collected, that although the existence of such to an indignant people. What prospect of 
a pledge had been # often asserted in that house, advantage parliament could have with mini*- 
U neveitwas contradicted before, and certain- tens acting under suqh discordant p f .nciples 
ly Mr. Pitt never disavowed it; and he, as upon^i matter ot vital importance, nc would 
well as lord Cornwallis«ind the noble snere- hlEve to others to determine. It been 
taiy of state, were understood to be included said, that thij was not iuTendgd as a solitary 
in it. — The hon. member again took no dee v Qte. No doubt it was not : itmusf be fol- 
ofthe right hon. gent.’s endeavour to ruiscitli^J lowed up, and quickly too, by other resolu- 
cry of the church in danger, even after the lions. It had been objected t ! iat the house 
bill was dropped and the danger had ceased, should interpose on this occasion. But it • 
-[No , said Mr. Perceval, across the table, was neither unusual nor unconsti utioiffft -for 
for the bill is stillbefore the house.] What ! it to interfere, and give its advice to thecrown 
continued Mr. Whitbread, docs the right in affairs of such hi.h importance. He en- 
# hon. gent, return to his ancient profe^sioi , tertained a high respect for most of Ac- 
to bring forward a special plea? The bill members of tue late administration; but 
was laid down by hib noble friend, and nu wli. tcver ni glit be h s opinion of them, the 
one had manifested the least inclination to question was not now who should be minis- 
take it up. Therefore it had been abandon- *er, hut how we should b^tt uphold the Bri- 
ed, although still, technically, before the tish constitution. • 

house. — Alter jotnc remarks upon the right Mr. Rose said, that at the time? the pledge 
hon. gent.’s predilection for politics, and his was demanded from hh majesty’s late min:s- 
preference of that line to the profession to ters, there could be no responsible advisers, 
which lie had been brought up, the hon. If, then, there were no advisers, wh «t were 
member proceeded to comment upon the tliobe who supported the motion doing, but* 
coronation oath, and refuted the idea, that to trying his majesty’s •conduct at the l^ir of 
concede farther to the Catholics would iyvolve the house ? [Ix>ud cry.of questiofi ! ques* 

3 violation of that oath, by stating, that long tion '] * , 

aftei that was settled. Catholics had seats m Lpid itmcick observed, that the impatience 
that house. 1 he right hon. gent, had talk- which was tx-nbfed tc come to a decision, 
ed of the Reformation, but the principles would induce Jinn to occupy as little ol#i:e 
for which he contended had been formerly' %ime of ^he luuse as possible.* Soiye tilings, 
maintained, that refowiatiiffr would never however, mid passed, white he the ught iiim- 
have hi en accomplished. 1 le (Mr. W.^ was -elf bound to notice. The Mlusion* which 
zealous a Protestant as any man, but it was had been made to lord Mclvil’e, he Tmintaih^ 
no part of his (tilth to consign thousands to a ed, were not foreign to the dhcu*>smn. # The 
premature grave ; and to persecute, in ail} bon. baronet upder i lie* gallery 
form, was not the r ligiou he professed. Did Murray) had called t.i* late admlnistfation a 
the right hon. gent, remember the flames liirM.'n : whatpait qfoheii conduct dc&cft^d 
which only a lew yeAs ago spread dotruc^ that appellation, he would leave i^to theE 
tion in the capital, and did bcjnejn to cii j house and*. be country to % detci m.ne ;( but he * 
culate his advertisements, to revive the expi- defied the hon. baronet to pioduce any in- 
ring embers ? Til*' question as applied to stances of powqf exerted* against lord Mel- 
lord Melville, was not, if he, being acquitted, ville. If it were decent to entc r into an ex- 
was admissible to t..e royal councils, but if aminathm of the proceedings on that iua'% it 
he, with the resolutions oi the house of com would be e>.s\ to shew, that a gr.Mt majority 
mo ns against him, could be consistently phi of theaters, heading office . dwoted for the 
ced in that situation of confidence If thi. acquittal. With regard to tlfe motion, he 
1 ol. IN. Z • 
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bad never heard language more unconstitu- less evident than the present case afforded. — 
tional than that which had been introduced An hon. gent, had argued* that it was some* 
into the present discussion. He agreed with what extraordinary that discontents should 
his hon. friends, tlfet there could constitution- exist amonst the lowest orders of the Irish 
ally be no act of the fcrovfai without a respon- Catholics, and yet the boon proposed was in- 
qjble adviser.* He also {incurred in the opi- tended for the higher orders. But to this 
nion that there had, on the relent occasion, he would answer, that the reason why the 
been secret advisers, and that much pains h&d great mass of^e Catholic population in Ire- 
been taken to po ison tlj^ royjp mind. He land had not come forward of late years to 
bad season to befSWTBat the nfeasure allu- furnish its quota to the military service of the 
ded to had been the* result of advice. Indeed, country, was because the higher orders 
he did happen to haow that advice had been were not allowed^their rank in the service, 
given, and this wartime in which he felt it and that, inconsequence, their influence was 
to be his duty to speak out plainly. C^i the withholden from recruiting for that service. 
Saturday before the pledge was required, A learned doctor ( Duigenvi) bad denied the 
lord Eldon had an audience of his majesty ; fact of any deficiency in the recryjtfng ser- 
what passed at that interview, he di A d* not vice being felt on this account ; for that 
preten£Ko state ; that, he would leave tile three-fourths of thtf army raised in Ireland 
house to conjecture. He must also observe, were actually Protestants. If this statement 
that betore v he had liberty to state that * a 'tfrte true, it went in support of the measure 
new administration was forming, lord Eldon 1 - proposed ; for if, out of the military raised in 
and lord Hawkesbury had been sent for td* Ireland, three-fourths were Protestants, and 
Windsor. Lord Eldon and lord Hawkes- one-fourth only Catholics, where the propor- 
btfYy* were, then, the responsible persons. He tion of population was exactly the contrary 
had introduced the Catholic bill, in the hope way, it was proof irrefragable that the Ca- 
that the advantages it was calculated to pro- tholic population of Ireland did not furnish 
’<hTce, would have beefl obtained without ex- its proportion to the public service. He was. 
citing any of those animosities in the country, willing to give credit fo aright hon. gent, 
which by. artifice had been called forth since (Mr. Perceval), when, for the part he had 
the question was agitated. But when he taken on this subject, he disclaimed all illi- 
found, that, instead of producing union, beral motives ; but yet* from his ^avowed 
it was likely to disunite, he withdrew it. junction with parties out of doors, and the 
These considerations, and the misapprehen- language of advertisements# and hand-bills 
sion which had unfortunately occuricd, af- addressed to his constituents at Northampton, 
forded, a sufficient vindication of his conduct »t would appear that some little exertion had 
. with respect to the bill ; but he pressed it been made by him to raise a cry of religious 
‘on the recollection of the house, that the in- rancour in the country. No man admired 
trod»ction of that bill vfas not the groiAid of more than he did a man of truly religious 
dismissal of his majesty’s iqjnisters, — He principles, because such a man must be dis- 
1 stated, that the late administration had in P°*«d to inculcate jynongst his neighbours 
contemplation some arrangynents respecting an d fallow subjetts all the feelings ot mutual 
tithe6, which was a constant subject of irri- toleration, charity, and benevolence : but of 
tatfun in Ireland ; but he wasa/raid that any a, l the mischievous characters which infested 
proposition of that kind would have be tnrepre* 1 human society, that man was. the most to be 
“{tented as another attack on the “established ‘lete^cd, who,>itli religion on his lips, and 
church. Even by the hon. gentlemen on the rancour and intolerance in his heart, sought, for 
opposite side, the members of the late adminis- purposes ot personal advantage and tempot'd 
^ration wore acquitted of any intention to de- Merest, to excite amongst nis fellow sub- 
tiis/nmjesty — an accusation which had jfets fanatical hatred and bigoted disunions. 
been made against them in the public prints H e did not say that the right liou. g-nt. 
ofthis metropolis ; ffst if they had b'een bad done so, but he twis totally at a Joss to 
•guilty l of that fraudulent intention, that £«nceive how he could reconcile it to any views 
Ivouldliot have Tei*Iered the demand of the 9f duty, to give any encouragement to reli- 
pledge.a constitutional proceeding. It was gious rancour, which could have no other 
acknowledged that there waano other ground effect but to disturb the peace and dis- 
dismissing his majesty f s ministers but tract the energies of the country. Tiia 
their refusal to give the pledge in question, noble lord then proceeded to remark upbq 
This, then, was sufficient to authorize the the opinions which had beeu held by Mr, 
adoption ofthe motion, for it*wasjhc practice Canning and lord C^stlereagh, and particu- 
the Louse to proceed upon notoriety much* la^ly by Mr. Bitt, on the subject of tlieCa- 
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tholics, and shewed that there was no more ed state of the house, he should not be t 
reason now, than in 1801 or 1804, to raise deterred by clamour from offering what he 
the cry of the church being in danger. He had to urge in his vindication. The noble 
then made some remarks on the formation lord's speech seemed ft) place him in a 

of the present mjpistry. Besides their state of retrospective responsibility for 

coming into power upon unconstitutional counsels which hejcould not be acquainted 
grounds, and virtually under the pledge with, and f|r that dismissal which was tue 
their predecessors had refused* they were Consequence of his own suicidal act. If 
persons totally unequal to the present ^tate lie were to Allov^fthe course that had been 
of the country. He shewed that the duke pursued i fp to thespeefflTfcf the noble lord, 

of Portland had, when Jiead of the Whig he should contend, fthat had not been 

party, been the most strenuous advocate denied on either side, tbtiUfhis question was 
and promoter of concessions to the Catho- an issue between Ihe and bis late mi- 
lics. In 1789 particularly, he had shewn this, mstyrs. This was the first instance since 
and recommended to the Whigs of Ireland the time of Charles, that a sovereign had 
not to ’accept places but on condition of been- brought to the bar of parliament, 
gaining those objects. His grace had also Thp late ministers had by their own acts 
said to lord Fitzwilliam and to the late fytidered their dismissal unavoidable, and * 
lord Pommnby, that one great object he he denied that he or any oi» his colleagues 
had in view- in joining Mr. Pitt was, Jo j/ad given any counsel on the occasion, or had 
facilitate those concessions to the Catho- intrigued for the purpose of getting into their . 
lies. Vet now had this same duke of # p Ittces * On the contcary,' they had laboured 
Portland accepted office on the avowed to prevent the confusion that ensnedjrom 
ground of opposing the Catholic claims : the measures that had been adopted/ % In 
and it appeared that bv his interference a whatever way the bill should be disposed 
petition had been obtained from the uni- of, he did not think it desirable th at § 

* versity of Oxford, before even the Catho- change of administration should take place 
lie bill had been proposed in parliament, in consequence of it. But, when his so- 
The person who, it was understood, vdis to vereign was without a ministry, and had 
take the lead in thjp house (Mr. Perceval*), called upon him for his services, life did 
had evfticed such a degrefe of intemperance not conceive himself at liberty to withhold 
on various occasions, particularly in attempt- them. Neff did he lament the port he had 
ing, by unseasonable speeches, to embitter taken. As to the circumstances that 
disputes in a train of amicable negotiation, caused a change of government, he did not ^ 
that he could not think the interests of the think that there was any intention *to do- 
nation likely to be promoted under such ceive his majesty. He should not impute* 
a minister. When the language of the bad jnotives to any «tnan; but though there 
right hnn. gent, with respect to Ireland, ex- was no intention to deceive, there was too 
pressed at the opening of the session, was much misuifHerstanding in the progress S( % 
called to mind, it must strike every man that # transaction. When his majesty had 
how unfit such a man was, at such a crisis, declared that he^would not go a step beyond 
to suggest proper measures |^r theadminis- the act Of 3793, it ought to have* exceed 
{ration of that country. Upon the whole/ !*he attention of his inimstOrs,^al)d lH)ey 
his lordship considered the new ministry should tb«> have distinctly explained* what 
formed upon such unconstitutional grounds, was meant to be conceded by the measure. * 
dso inadequate to their functions, that il For his part, he should prefer granting***? 
the motion should have the effect to remove the Catholics what was refused by the bill**^ 
them, ^ would produce an effect at whicji and withholding what *the bill v^fepv^dp.d. f 
th««ountry would have reason to rejoice. He would sooner givg the civil tVisnncUor?^\ 
Mr. Secretary Canning rose, amidst a loud than the. s^vord. A^p the call of the noble 
Call for the question* from the opposition lord upon Hii in, he should answer, fhat h^. 
benches. He was not surprised on a itu% did wish to form his conduct onlhb model I 
tion brought forward for the purpose of tur- of that great man, hrslale right how. friend 
ning out an administration, that those '(MivPilt). The noble ford had assumed 
wUci supported it should wish to drown that Ire was of the same opinion with 
b/crfcmuur what those ministers had to say himself on the subject of thrs bill, butfne 
in their defence* But however reluctant noble lofd bad ik> oight to judge of bin* 
he might be to trespass on the time of tfle but from J>is public votes iu •parliament* • 
bowse tttthat late hour, and»m the exhaust- lie hifd given but one vote 5u this-qua*-. 
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tion, and that was in 1804, with Mr. Pit t, 
against* the Catholic petition. Bu # t the 
conduct of his late right hon. friend, when 
he went out of ofllfce, because he could not 
carry the great measflre he proposed, 
could not be better illusiratedthan by com- 
paring it with that of the lal: ministers. 1 
The right hon. secretary here piled the at- 
tention of the hous e th^ stipulations 
claimed by the'ltH^T ministers, *that they 
should be allowed \o recommend one po- 
licy, whilst .thvy * pursued another. The 
terms upon whicfiTibby wished to hold their 
offices were, that they sbculd.be allowed to 
propose measures, that they might after- 
wards abandon them. The yearly nr\pving 
of the question would have the elfeC\ of 
making an unfair division of the popula- 
rity and odium. The odiufn would be 
great, and all fall upon f lie crown ; the bent- 
tit would be small, and tfiat the Catholic^* 
might have ; but the whole of the popula- 
rity Jlje ministers were to havr. The noble 
lotd had told him ol the majority he should 
have, and of the vexatious motions that 
yvere to follow. But why waste his majo-| 
rules? If sufficient to* carry vexatious mo- 
tions to embarrass ins majesty’s govern- 
ment, they would d fortiori he sufficient 
for the relief of his majesty’s subjects; 
the noble lord tfught, therefore, to carry 
his original measuic. It had* been said 
that no notice had been given of an excul- 
patory statement till utter several 1 partial 
publications had taken place; but this he de- 
•nied.-~Thc roble lord, said the right lion, 
secretary, has chosen to insinuate that the 
king 1 hack: in fact some secret adviser, and 
t \hat the communication between his ma- 
jesty and those who are now in hiscoupeils, 
began much earlier than toe are willing to 
avpw ; and he instances lord Fldon's visit 
to Windsor (I think on the Saturday se’n« 
night preceding the change) as ♦a proof of 
this secret communication. 1 w r ould not 
syecuse the noble lord of wilful misrepresen- 
f tation, but I must ask him plainly, in the 
\ t face-*sfc , jlie house, ‘does he, not know what 
as the cause of lord Eldon's visit to Wind- 
sor? Does he or do^s he not know, that 
<previops to his going to Wirtdsor, lord 
* JftSon Waited on Iprd Grenville/and com- 
municated to him distinctly the subject of 
his intended interview wiih the king, ad- 
ding, at the same time, a solemn assurance, 
tffcrt he would mention no other subject to 
his majesty. The noble lord may insinuate 
that lord lildon did not keep his wbrd. I 
believe he tfid, and at least I may safely 


leave it to the house to determine, whether 
the conduct of lord Eldon, such as I have 
described it, affords fair grounds for a pre* 
sumption of insincerity and falsehood ? And 
I will add, sir, that nothing but the ex- 
treme delicacy of the subject itself, upon 
vAiich alone lord Eldon went, and upon 
which the no bio lord must know he w f ent, 
to Qommunicffte with his majesty, prevents 
me from satisfying the house, by a distinct 
disclosure of it, Jaow very far removed it 
was from any thing of a political nature. I 
know not whether it is intended to extend 
these insinuations to other members of the 
new administration, but as expressions have 
dropped from many gentlemen, on the other 
side of the house, which appear to convey 
that charge of intrigue and secret cabal, L 
think it right to say distinctly for myself, 
1^**4 I say it with equal confidence for my 
right hon. friend (Mr. Perceval) near me, 
ai\d for the noble duke, who is at the head 
of his majesty’s government, that not only 
we have not to answer for *ny secret or un- 
fair attempts to obtain the situation we now 
hold, but that we did, each according to- 
our measure and opportunities, exert our- 
selves fairly and honestly to prevent the 
mischief winch might be apprehended as 
likely to attend a change of administration 
in the present circumstancesof the country. 
If when the king u f as left without a ministry, 
and the country without a government, we 
have not hesitated to obey the call made 
upon us, we were not, however, so rash, so 
presumptuous, or so blind, in the pursuit 
of objects of ambition, to the real dangers 
and difficulties of the times, as to labour 
and intrigue for so perilous a succession. 
For myself, I cBnfidentlv aver, that on the 
first intimation which I received, from au- 
thority which f believed to be unquestiona- 
ble, of the strong difierenre of opinion sub- 
sisting between J ^he Icing and his ministers, 

I took the determination of communicating 
what I had learnt, and I did communicate 
it without delay, to that part of the late 
administration, with which, in spite of po- 
litical differences, I had continued, and 
with which (so far e> my, owm feelings aie 
«rt nicer ned) I still wish to continue, in 
habits of personal friendship and regard. I 
communicated it for the express purpose, 
and with the most earnest advice and ex- 
hortation, that they should lose no time 
in coming to such an explanation and ac- 
commodation on the subject as should pre- 
vent matters from* going to extremities. 
And it has been no small satisfaction to ine 
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to find, in the correspondence which I have made most unconstitutionally ^Sponsible 
since had an opportunity of reading, that in his own persoi, he must inevitably be- 
as the first attempts at explanation# on the come person alh/better known tohispsople. 
part of ministers, appear to have been made And when thjff pepple snail see their so- 
on the day subsequent to my making this vereign, full as he is of $ears, and labouring 
communication my intentioif to do good, under heavykfflictidns, yet retaining, ih thfe 
though not ultimately successful, was at vigour of a gwen old age, soundness of judg- 
. least not wholly without eff(§8t. Precisely ment, a proAptnes^ and vivacity of intel- 
ofthe same sort was the conduct of my right lect, whicl) lave iwphl^ljiim to contend 
hon. friend (Mr. Perceval) towards that singly in this .painful controversy against 
part of the government with whom he had the united talents of all his ministers ; when 
opportunity of communication. With re- they shall see hi m* disyteyilfg powers as fit 
spect to the noble duke at the head of the as those of any of thjj^^lninisters, or of any 
administration, 1 can statp with full confi othe\nnmjj*irt WSrs me, for the discussioti 
dence, 'hat the 'first intercourse which he of the nlost perplexing questions, and the 
had with his majesty on this occasion, was rondi^t of the most difficult affairs; per- 
taken advantage of on Jiis part, not for the fciyl, sir, I say, when all this shall be made 
purpose of inflaming differences, and incur- manifest to # the people,«and^ when by this 
ring or precipitating a change , but of advi- rnanifestation, all these sinister a*id dis- 
sing and anxiously recommending u full aii^ p rearteniug rumour.^ which sometimes ac- 
amicable, and, if possible, a satisfactory rident and sometimes industry propagates 
explanation. — I venture, then, fearlesslywto through the country, shall have received ' 
appeal to the house,* whether we can be their decisive confutation, perhaps 
justly charged with having taken any undue taiily he doubted whether the inconvenience,, 
advantage of the circumstances which led the hazard, and the unconstitutional ten- 
th) the late change. Our only crime in this dency of this wanton and unjustifiable 
respect is, that when the difference between raignment of the personal conduct of the 
his majesty and his 'lute servants became king, mav not be more than compensated 
irreconcilable, and when it was obvious by the advantage of this display of his per- 
that th^t administftition must go out, we sonal qualities. And vvjiile we r.egret thjjt 
would not consent to join with them in those qualijjes should have beea put to such 
pushing our sovereign to the wall, by re- a trial, the country will rejoice ’in the hope 
ducing him to the alternative of taking wlnclfc arises from the manner in which that 
them hack upon their own terms, to be at trial has been sustained, that, after,having. 4 
their mercy, or of leaving the country with- for near half a century watched with un- 
out a government. — l»ut, sir, when I con- ceasing care and paternal anxiety over the 
tend that we are not responsible, and can- intefests and happnfcss of his people, he may 
yiot, in common sense, be held to be so, yet, under the protection of Providence*- 
tor acts which were <k>ne many weeks be- add to that length of life, and to fchat series* 
fore our coming into office, let it not be oflabours, mary, many years more, of care 
supposed, however, that I should feel any anti anxiety ceitainly, but of protectingpand 
reluctance to take mV full $ hare of respon^ efficient care, and of anxiety vig«rous*bnd 
aibiliiy for that part of the king’s conduct 'active lor the benefit of his peeple. — For 
which is connected wifh the correspondence the advice of restoring lord Melville to his , 
between Ins majesty and his ministers. Far majesty’s councils, I am ready to take my 
it. I should indeed be proud to be full share of responsibility ; blit I thinly 
associated, in any degree, to his majesty’s that such a recommeydatioii wo p Id have / 
share eff that correspondence. And painftil come with a better grace from'T/»E?iio*y 
a?TTie whole of this discussion has been, gent. (Mr. Whitbread) nnd his friends, who 
painful as it must btibto every man who va- conducted a late pfosecution against that f 
lues not the forms only, but the essencc*Al noble lorjf to a fortunate acquittal. ' I shaft 1 
our constitution, to see the # king brought only trouble the house with one word* 
here, as it were in person, to be judged at the , more. Whatever may be the issue of the 
bar of this house, it is some consolation to division of thft night, or of the series of • 
rSfloct, that from the bar of the house of divisions with which, if successful, it isrta' 
commons there still lies an appeal to the be followed; his majesty’s ministers 'are 
tribunal of the country. It is a great cyn- determined to stand by their sovereign,., 
solatiofc to every loysfl mind to feel, that even 'jthotigh circumstances •fliould occur, 
in proportion as the sovereign has bfcen* in which they may find it their duty to 
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appeal to the country. [Loud cries of hear! 
hear I'frora every pari o lithe house J 
Lord Henry Petty observed, that how- 
ever that hous& might tahattackcd, how- 
ever it might be tltrea&ned^ whatever tin- 
constitutional language might be used to- 
wards it, he relied on the maily constitu- 
tional spirit and understanding of the house, 
that no such in tim icjp&ion J:ould induce 
it to* surrender a constitufipnil principle. 

There was not one* single member on the 
other side of fl^?'house | that had answered 
the arguments rf'Qi* noble friend (lord 
Ho wick). A great fcoasti^tional prong 
had been done, and the house' \fc>iud act 
consistently with what was due to own 
character, by declaring with firmnes^ its 
sense of that wropg. The only mode py 
which gentlerfienon the othe^side defend- 
ed the question on their side, was by a r\- 
petitiou of the mis-statements, which ha^j 
already been repeatedly contradicted and 
disproved. He now again stated, that the 
pfopositionof any new measure, connected 
with the Catholic question, if circumstances 
/should render it expedient to make such 
proposition, was, by t?be declaration of his 
majesty’s late ministers, to be submitted to 
his majesty. An hon. gent, on the other 
side, however, had put a hypothetical 
fase, and*sppposdU that another king James 
might happen to ascend the tfnrone, who 
would make this measure the means of 
Subverting the Protestant establishment in 
this country. To this he answered, that if 
•such a king were to ascend the throne, it 
would then become the«duty of ministers to 
|ive madly, constitutional advice, however 
• it might Jbe repugnant to the filing of the 
then king. But, if it were once admitted 
as a principle, that a king had a right to 
demand o s i his ministers a pledge, that they 
would nqt agath trouble him with anyad-« 
vice connected with that subject, •then tru- 
ly would the Protestant establishment be 
LaTdanger. For his own part, although he 
/oelieved &at the motion of his hon. friend 
I carried tfiat night by a majority, 

i ( be did hot believe that, had the Catholic bill 
been persevered in, thc.-infl iience of the Ifltc 
t government exerted at that time Could have 
I secured 'its adoptiop. — The question being 
loudly .called lor, the house divided on the 
amendment to thtfonginal ttotion, namely,' 
that the other orders of the day be now 
read. While the opposition members were 
in «the lobby, lord Hofcick requeSied their 

* attention: 1^. stated that there.were two , p 

’ motions before the house, the first, tBat the j»Duadaii, lion. C. 


1 other orders of the day be now read, upon 
which they were then dividing, and upon 
which it was pretty certain they -should be 
in a majority; the secofid would be upon 
tbe original motion., Should they, as he 
trusted they* would, negative the first, and 
carry the original question, it would then 
be perhaps necessary to propose an address 
to ^he throne, to meet the threat which 
had been thrown out that evening — a threat 
unexampled in tty annals of parliament.— < 
The result of the division was, 

For Mr. Osborn's amendment: . . 258 
For the original motion 2 26 


Majority for Ministers 


32 


List of the Minority . 

Althorpe, Viscount Dundas, Right Hon. W. 
jpson, Col. G. Hoyle, Sir John, JJart. 

nstruther, SirJ. Bart. Dickenson, W. 


Adam, W. 

Antonie, W, L 
At r herley, Arthur 
Aubrey, Sir J. Bart. 
Blaekburne, J. 

Bruce, P. C. 

Barclay, Sir R. Bart. 
Baring, A. 

Baring, T. 

Baring, H. 

Barnett, .1. 

IRitler, Hon. T. 
Butler, Hon. C. 

Bligh, T. 

Bennett, Hon. II. G. 
Ben von, It. 

Barnard, S. 

Bouvttic*, E. 
Biddulph, R. IVI. 
Brogden, T. 

Byng, G. 

Brand, Hon. T. 
Bewick, C. 

Bradshaw, C. , 
plradshaw, R. H. 
Bunhurv. Sir C. 
Brooke, T. t 
Cooper, S. 

Coniine, H. C. «%. 
Cavefftlish, Lord’ G. 
Cavendish, G. H. C. 
Cavendish, Wm. 

Coke, T. W. 

Cplhorne, N. W. R. 
Cooke, B. 

Corwin, S. C. 

Creei ey, T. 
tforry, Right Hon. T. 
Calvert, N. t 
Ampbcfl, G. 
Cornwall, Sir G. Bart. 
Carew, R. S. 

Cole lough, G. 
Campbell, Lord J. D* 
Denison, W. J. 

Dtpidas, Col C. 
Dundas, Hon. L. 


Davenport, D. 

Euston, Earl 
Ehrington, T ord 
Eliot., Right Hon. W. 
Elliot/ Hon. G. 

Eden, Hon. W. 

Ersklne, Hon. H. 

Forbes, Lord 
l^tzgerald, R ight Hon.M.- 
Flemming, Hon. C. 
Ferguson, R. 

Fatvkes, W. 

Fellowes, R. r 
Foley, T. 

Foley, Hon. A. 

Feljambe, F. F. 

Francis, Sir P. Bart. 
Fremantle, Capt. 
Frankland, VV. 

Folkestone, I.ord 
Grenville, Right Hon. V. 
Giles, D. 

Grenfell, P. * 

* Greenhill, R. 

Grattan, Right Hon. If. 
Graham, T. 

Gdwer, Lord G. H. L. 
Heathcote, Sir G. 
.Herbert,’ Hon. W. 

Hibbert, G. 

Herbert, Hon. C. 
Hippeslev, SirJ. Bart*-*"^— 
Herbert, H. A. 

Ilume, W. H. 

Henderson, Sir.L'Ba#'-. 
Hamilton, Lord A. 
Hamilton, Sir H. D. 
*onyivood, W. 

Horner, F. 

Howard, Hoti. W. 

Howard, H. 

Howarth, H. .. 

Howick, Right Hon. Loaif 
Hughes, Col. V r . 

Hurst, R. * <• 

Jarvoise, J. C. („ 

•Jekyll, J. \ 

Jaekso «> J, 
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HOUSE bi COMMONS. 

Frufyt April 10. 

[Minutes.] I Mr. Wilberforce bought 
up a report frorar the committee appointed 
to enquire inlo thp merits of the petition 
complaining »f an undlie election for the 


Johnes, ColT Plummer, J. W. 

Knox, Hon. T. Prettie, Hon. J. A. 

Kempe, T. Parnell, H. 

Kensington,Rt.Hon.LordPower, Rich. 

King, SirT. D. Bart rortchester, Lord 


Knight, R. 

Lambe, Hon. W. 
Latouche, Col. 
Ladbrooke, R. 
Langston, T. 

Lambron, R. J. 
Lawrence, Dr. 

Lemon, Sir W. Bart. 
Lloyd, J. 

Lloyd, Sir E. Bart. 
Lismore, Lord 
Loveden, E. I*. 
Lyttleton, Hon. W. H 
Leach, T. * 

Lushington, T. 
T.ubbock, SirT. Bart. 


Porter, General 
•Poyntz, W . S. 
Pracd, Wr 
Pym, F. 

Quin, Hqp. W. 
Ramsay? ^ion. S. 
Raine, J. 
Rancliffe, Lord 
Ridley, SirW. 
Rotnilly, Sir S. 
lioscoe, W. 
Russell, Lord W. 
Robarts, A. 
Steward, Hon. M. 
Skene, G. 

Savage, F. 


Iiuuuw.iv) wis - • ■ tvjt 

Liddell, Sir J. H. Bart. Sawbndge, M. 


Mackenzie, Major 
Mndocks, W. 

Maitland, Lord 
Markham, Admiral 
Middleton, Sir W. Bart. Shelley, H. 
Milbank, Sir R. Bart. Shipley , Colonel 

Miller, Sir J. Bart, 


Scudamore, R. P. 
Shakespeare, A. 

Sharpe, ft. 

Sheridan, RightHoo.R.B 


Milner, SirW. Bart. 
Morpeth, Lord 
Moore, P. 

• Moore, Hon. L, 
Martin, H. 

Matthew, H. M. 
Mosley, Sir O. Bart. 
Maule, Hon. W. 
M‘Dowsdl, W. 
Morris, E. 

Musty n* SirT. t 
Mahon, IiOrd 
M* Donald, T. 
Munson, Col. W. 
Nugent, Sir G. Bart. 
Newpo t.SirJ. 
Neville, Hon. Mr. 
Noe!, G. N. 
JJortiiey, W. 
O'Ciillaghan, T . 
Ogle, Hon. H. ty. 
Ord, W 


Spencer, I.ord R. 
Stanley, Lord 
Stanley, T. 

Kvmundft, T. P- 
Smith, .1. 

Smith, S. 

\ Tight*, W. 

Taylor, A. • 

Temple, Lord 
Thistlethwnite, T. 
Tcmpletown, Lord 
Tower, A. W. 
Townshend, Lord J. 
Tuffnell, Colonel 
Tierney, Right Hon. 
Treva union, Mr. 
Vane, Sir F. Bart. 
Vernon, G. 
Vansiltart, G. 
Walpole, Gen. 
Ward, J. 
Wentworth, G. 
Wharton, J. 


JUn 

^"el; 


Ossulston, Rt Hon. Lord Whitbread, S. 
Ponsonbv, Hon. F. WiokhiAi, W, 
Primrose, Rt. Hon. I*ord Williams, O. 
Paxton, SirW. lUrt. Wihoif; B. 
Peirse, H. 

J^jinkett, C. 
t»I ham, lion. C*A. 

Pelham, llim. G. 

Percy, i.ord 
W1PP, Lord H. 

Phillips, Manstfl 
Figgott, Sir A. • 

Plainer, W 


Windham, W. 

Wool more, J. 

Wynne, Sir W. W. 
Wynne, <’. W. 

Wynne. H. 

Warren, Sir J. B. Bart. 

•££&iw. 

_ if „ . Total - • 

The following members paired off : $ 

Courtney, J. Hendcieon, A. 

Fitzpatriel^J. Ferguson, G. 

Sigyth, RighKllon. J. Smith, G. 

Wcrteru, <> Asttey, Sir J. 

Williams, Sir R. 


county of Londonderry, and obtained leav* 
for the adjournment of the said committee, 
until again summoned by the Speaker’s war- 
rant, in or(j > eifthat4il me allowed 

to the commissioners for examining* evi- 
dence upon this subject in Ireland*-— Upon 
the motion of Mr.t*. Rotf^tew writs were 
ordered for Christcfc^eC m the room ot 
the ri|ht fam jStfdfgeJ Rose, who, since his 
electiup^nad accepted the office ot trea- 
surer ef the navy ; and of Mr. S* Bourne, 
wjidfhad accepted the oflice of one of the 
Ions commissioners of the treasury. Upon 
, thT motion of sir J. Newjfort, tlyi Irish 
Jsfomp Duty bill, and the Irish Servants' 
Wages bill, were .read a third tune and. 
p as& ed.— Mr. Lyttleton gave notice ot 
his intention to submit to the ho^pe a 
motion on Wednesday next, expressi^ 
of its sentiments with regard, to the latcj 
change of administration. — The bill foy, 
raising a fund to pr<A’ide lor the Widows 
and Orphans of Schoolmasters in Scot- 
land ; and the Dover Pilots' Regulation 
bill, were read a second lime, and ordered 
to be committed.— Mr. Swan ga\*e notice^ 
that he would on Monday move that the 
petitioyers from Lancaster upon the subject 
of colonel Cawthorne's Election should be 
heard by counsel at the bar. — Mr. I/uskis- 
son, adverting to an order made last session, * 
upoiythe motion of * noble lord (M. Petty), 
whom he then saw in h$ place, Iqf the pro^ 
duction of an account with rega^l to the 
Scotch excise for a certain number of years, 

I observed, that, in pursuance ot that order, 
there weie nqw behind hun twojiuge#o- 
Fhmes, which only containcTd the .accounts 
of one year, although almost all the clerks 
in the establishment had been engaged 
since the order, in preparing it. # Now, 
he could not conceive t]»e objt^toi the ^ 
uoble lord, or the utility of a 
with his motion, he gave notice that he^ # 
would on Monday «*nove for rescinding 
the order # with .regard to the 23 preceding* C 
years to which it *refern*d. * 


Taylor, Of • 

i— Adjolrned at half-jiast six on Friday 
morning. 


hcAjse of lJ^iids. 

Monday, April 13. j, 

[Change of Administration.] we 
order of the day for Summoning their lord- 
ships hpviifg helm read, / 
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The Marquis of Stajj^ri rase, pursuant safety of the state, and for thiff’prosperity 
to notice, to submit a motion to the house, of the country, made him solicitous to see 
respecting the consequences of tlye late a more able and comprehensive gdminis- 
change in his piaitsty's cuincils. lie ex- iration. He would not impute to any noble 
pressed bis regret that a nrajaer of such de- lord the, circulation of the misrepresents* 
licacy and importance bad imt been taken tion that had gone t through the country 
by abler hands ; but observed that there respecting tfte conduct of the'late adminis- 
were times and circumstanc'esfunder which tration, and the actions that influenced 
it was the duty of ev^;y noble lord in that their dismisfiun from office; but it was 
bouse to, coinejforwaf^ aud[jffer the best widi sorrow, 1 and indeed with some indig- 
advice his judgment could suggest for the nation, he observed, that many of these 
maintenance of the public good. Jt bad misrepresentations had a tendency to stir 
always been, anxioqs wi&h to see the up religious animosities and disunite seve- 
best talents and aotj^lies the country could ral descriptions of his majesty's subjects, 
boast of, united in a rivaUt’&t&Uon of those without any adequate cause whatever, and 
talents for the public welfare ; had much to the danger and'detri men t of the 

to lament the loss of one distinguished general welfare. He next earnestly de- 
man (Mr. Pitt) at a most critical pil’j^d precated all such pe rnicious attempts, which 
of our affairs, \\hic}i considerably weake ij^d could never be ventured on without ha- 
the administration of which he was tyie zardiug the most perilous consequences to 
head. He next had. the satisfaction vf ^be country. Various causes had been as- 
seeing another ministry .constituted, which signed for the sudden change that has oc- 
certainly embraced a very great portion of curred in the administration, but not one 
the i;Ji ara cter, integrity, and talents of the of them was, in his mind, sufficient to jus- 
fifldion. This ministry also lost one of its tify those who had advised the removal of 
main supporters (Mr. Fox); but still it was so much integrity and talent from office, 
fine from which he expected the country lie therefore felt himself justified in sub- 
** would reap much benefit. That adminis- mitting the following ijiotion to their lord- 
tration bad recently, and very unex- ships : 44 That this house, feeling the ne- 
pectedly, been removed ; and he was sorry 44 ctWily of a firm and stable government 
to observe, that their removal did not seem 44 in this most import&it crisis of public 
to be accounted for on any constitutional “ affairs, is impicssed with the deepest re- 
and satisfactory grounds. By this double 44 gret at the change which k as lately taken 
loss, and by the change that had thus taken 44 place in his majesty's councils, and that 
place in his majesty's councils, the allairs “ l his 1 egret is greatly inc reased by the 
of the nation were left in a situation which 41 causes to whic h Lhe change has been as- 
iie could not but lament. Indeed, much “ tribed ; it bring the opinion ol this house, 
as he lamented it, he hud still more la- 44 that it is contrary’ to the first duties of 
ment thejeauses th$t led to that change, 44 the ichponsible ministe rs oi the king to 
, and the nature of the advice which induced 44 restrain Ik; mselv^s by any pledge, ex- 
liis majesty to make it. For, advisers iji so 41 piessed or implied, trorn submitting to 
critical a measure his miijesty most an- 44 his majesty faithfully and truly, any ud- 
<loi\lpiecil v had, whoever those advisers 44 vice, winch in their judgement, the 
might be. It vfas au excellent intivim ol fiit course of circumstances may render ne- 
the constitution, a sacred oue in J his eyes, “ crcgsary for the honour of his majesty's 
which made the person of the sovereign m- * 4 crown, and the welfare of his dominions." 
voluble; and which, by pronouncing he Lord Aberdeen rose in reply to the nobW*‘ ,> 
'could do no wrong, rescued him trorn all marquis. The question now started appear- 
' * ul au y public* measure. That cci to him to involve a very serious 4 lnjon- 

r /maxim * he was confident their lordships vuiieuce, inasmuch as it intimately con- 
’ would maintain, and upon it he would rest 1 nected itself with tlntfperspnal conduct of 
j thf^ueqe&bity of adopting the motion, at tne sovereign, That was unavoidable, 
l least in part, whicji be should have the however studious noble lords might be to 
honour of concluding with, lie trusted avoid it. For though it appeared a gene- 
tbat nothing he should ofl’erowould be con- ral and abstract proposition, it^ias calcu- 
strued into personal disrespect to his ma- lated, at the came time, to serve gs a jusfl- 
jesfcy; of that he was incapable from prin- ficalion of the conduct of the lateivnisiers ; 
triples of duty, as well *£9 from inclination and by justifying them, to insinuat( blame 
‘ aud gratitude; but his anxiety* for the in some other quartet. He could »*ot but, 
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consider the question as embracing two par- 
lies j the late administration, and the pre- 
rogative of the crown* It went to excul- 
pate ministers : it could not go to excul- 
pate ’the crown, toawhich no blame could 
attach. Indeed, it was very difficult, from 
the insulated planner in which the question 
was brought forward, nay* it was impossi- 
ble, to discuss it without recurring to*other 
circumstances, which it did not purport to 
comprehend. When* the late ministers 
cwnsented to withdraw a bill which they 
deemed to be indispensably necessary to 
the safety of the country, they hinted that, 
in future, they 'might be under the necessity 
not only of reproducing the same mcasuie, 


opinion, was Equally inconsis4enJ with the 
purjtyof the institution. On those grounds, 
he should nroe the previous question. 

The E^l of# Havdwickc expressed his 
deep regret at the cfiange which had taken 
place in h?3 majesty's councils, and lam dflted 
|,that a cry should have been set up which 
could only- tend \0 revive religious dissen- 
sions, (gul produce most deplorable . 
consequences, and for which there was not 
the slightest reason arisiug out of the con- 
duct of the late Those ministers, 

anxious, from tli£jwrinotives of policy, that 
°l the empire should 
be ajjfective towards its defence, wished to 
extend the provisions of the bill passed in 


J I D • m « r 

but perhaps some further measures of a si- lUre Irish parliament in 17.93, to this country u 
milar nature. How could it be imagined f ’hev afieijvards found tii^t if merely that 
his majesty could listen to such proposals, fneusure was adopted, dissenters ‘would be 


when it was kuown, perfectly well know 


/excluded from those privileges which were 


that the opinions of the sovereign uponn granted to Catholics; it was therefore 


these points were immutable ? It might 
naturally occur to his majesty, that the 
same measure might be again proposed to 
him at a time when perhaps it might nut be 
w equally in his power to resist it. How 
natural then was it for him to demand an 
assurance from hi\ ministers, that^ they 
would no longer think of any such measure; 
but tli^t so far th^ would allow his feelings 
and his conscience to remain undisiuibed ? 
That assurance the late ministers relused to 
grant, and their refusal made it necessary 
tor Ins majesty to dismiss them. Much had 
been said about secret advisers on this occa- 
sion, and it was contended, that the sove- 
reign could do nothing without responsible! 
^advisers. This might be the case; but it 
was impossible to make that true which was 
false, or give existence to what no where 
existed. Would it be attempted to make 
the present ministers respcfhsible for mc% 
sures that were taken before they ca^ilt ,, 
into office ? But if tRe measure for *vhich 
it was wished to fix responsibility upon 
'*#eni referred, to t>e late change of admi- 
nistration, he trusted the present ministers 
Woujcl *not shrink from it; for it was flie 
only line of conduct which the sovereign 
could, under sucliVcircumstances, adopt, 
consistently with his ease and dignity. 'Hie 
noble marquis contended thlRt his rnotifen 
was necessarily connected with thfc preser- 
vation of^he cqjnstitution in itsypunfy. He 
as ilo b]v™arquis could 

' CV di(?ate l ^ at P uril y ™ conrtitu- 

eN ^t's # ,d t ^ lere ^ ore should contend 
^H^putting any constraint on the Fre^ 
*HF«isSof the prerogative, which, in*!.is 

Voi.IX. 


deemed necessary to include dissenters, and • 
open the army and navy to both ^-laitfs. 
With respect to the ’ net ol I? 93, hehad|i.- 
derstood, from what had been said by| u 
noble lord (Buckinghamshire), who 
then secretary in Ireland, that it was at 
that period intended to extend tlieprovisions 
of the bill to this country, and that the bill 
itself was understood towextend to, the nary. 
[The eurl^f Buckmghciinshire*said no, no.J 
He had nuclei stood that to be the case. 

Tlie Earl of Ritckinghamsfiirc observed, 
that wliut he had stated, and which he was r 
authorized, at the time to state, in additiem 
to the objects of the then intended bill with 
respect to Ireland* was, that it jvas the in* 
lentiou of ^is majesty*s then ministers «to 
propose a similar measure in thit country ; 
but certainly tiie bill of 1793 was not in- 
tended to extend, nor did he ever under- 
stand it to extend, to the; navy.* ' * m 
1 11 ® ICarl of HurdwicLe resumed. It had% 
he said, been the opinion of several able # 
lawyers, that the bill did extend to the navy. 
The bill, however, which the late ministeta 
introduced, was one which did r&Wdford the 
slightest reason for that cry which 
bfen raised against it* on the contrary, 
was, iu hi£ opinion, ^ highly beneficial i 
sure. The bill, however,' was givei 
out of respect to his nrfhjesty's feelings upon" 
the subject ; and thjj|i^ a pledge* wa» 
‘demanded from the late* ministers, which, 
he could not but consideriSs highly nnp^n- 
stitulional. lie li^nented the change that 
had tpken pluje in his majesty's councils, • 
Conceiving the late ministers to bq much 
more adequate to the tusk of msiuaging 
!i A 


>rd the 
li ti t(d 
ary, iAf 
1 meg*# 
t*n UfiJ 
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public affairs, at a crisis lik\ this, than the 
present agreeing algoltt the uncon 

stitutionul nature the pledgldemandecl, he 
should on these groiftids suppotethe motion. 

Lord Enkitie rosecand'said X My lords, 
the^particular situation ir \vhich|l was pla- 
ced in liis majesty* s late councils, as it re- 
gards the subject now under consideration* 
and the many public re ie re n cesjwhich have 
been made in vaPa?us places to tny office 
and to my opinions *rcsj>ecting it, make it 
not unfit, I hope,?kat I should seek the ear- 
liest opportunity!'* '’'insistently with the 
forms of the house, oPHtehvejinc my opi- 
nion to your lordships. — The opHF.pijp of 
men, my lords, upon this, as upon \nost 
other subjects, must be expected materia!-! 
ly to differ ; but there is one thing in which | 
1 am persuaded* all men of hduour must 
agree, i. c. that the case should be fan lyr 
stated, and that the question to be present- 
ed to the understandings of those who are 
* to judpc of any matter, be it what it may, 
slr^dd not be disguised, or misrepresented. 
IV any trijmphs in Targe assemblies, and 
stfSl more amongst large communities, 
'l/ave been obtained by artifice and impos 
ture, but besides that they are most con- 
temptible, they cannot possibly be lasting. 
Fact and reason must for ever prevail in the 
cnrl, — The* circumstances which have given 
rise to this* extraordinary crfVijiincture, 
though involved and complicated m their de- 
L tails, may be brought within a very narrow 
%t compusS; within, 1 should think, ten minutes 
' by your clock : yet without omitting any- 
thing upon which a difference in the argu- 
ment could ultimately be taken by any cun- 
f!?d or reasonable man. I wRl st^te the 
matter to yourlordships as I understand it; 
and as I was no party to flie transaction, 
as nothing blameable, if there be blame any 
where, possibly attach upon mjsclf, I 
dnay at least Jdc ex peeled to be aci impar- 
- tial historian, and an historian too near 
the scene, to have gross ignorance or error 
reasonably^ imputed to me. — My lords, it 
-the fashion? to represent the inlro- 
ifltiction * of the bill into the house of com- 
^rnons, which led to tk? dissolution of the 
pare administration as an extravagant act of 
apolitical suicide ; as a rash, useless, find wan- 
^ tdfrpioposition, dictated by no expediency, 

. v 3hd opposed by ^/urmountrble obstacles, 

- -Vithin the knowledge of those who intro- 
tiuSbd it. Nay, my lords, charges much 
more serious have beeir made. lt'has been 
“more than insinuated, that,* to pvercome 
, -these .obstacle's, recourse was had fo the 


most unworthy deception and deceit. No- 
thing is more easy, my lords, for those who 
have an interest in such misrepresentations, 
to invent and propagate them; but it is 
not so easy to obtain e credit lor them in 
such a country and age as we live in. It 
is not easy to obtain belief (except in the 
surpiise of thc f moment), that persons of 
acknowledged ^kill and ability as states- 
men, should suddenly conduct themsrhes 
.so absurdly, or tha^ distinguished and cha- 
racteristic integrity should suddenly give 
place to dishonour and falsehood. — My 
lords, there is no foundation, no not the 
smallest, for cither of the charges ; though 
1 readily admit that if statesmen ought to 
have no views but to presene their places, 
they acted iinpiopeny. Your lordships 
very well know that in 17 f)3, llie immiin- 
dyr of that long volume of penal and dis- 
'Affing statutes which vexed the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland lor so many ages, was 
extinguished by an act of great beneficence 
and wisdom of the king ^io\v upon the 
throne; an act which 1 trust to the manly 
and honest character of the Irish peuple 
always to remember, anil the memory of 
which, I trust, will tor tfver induce them to 
impute only acts of grace and benevolence 
to*his majesty, and resolutionsof eternal ex- 
clusion to adviser's who abuse tliei r*lLriists. 
That act of 17.V-3, which w^s an act only 
of the Irish parliament, thiew open the 
whole bosom of civil and military establish- 
ment in Ireland to that immense majority 
of people ; with certain exceptions, how- 
ever, which, I have no doubt, under all the 
circumstances of that time, were just and rea- 
sonable; but which, nevertheless, could not"* 
but create great difficulties in # the future ap- 
plication of any indulgences to be granted 
upon an union between the two kingdoms. 
S’arn speaking against myself my lords, in 
this admission. — The Irish act continued 
for 14- years without a single danger or dis- 
advantage which can be stated, and sev r 
ral years had also passed since the union, 
without the extension of it to other parts of 
the empire. That extension, my Juiua, 
like almost all changes in human policy and 
gcivernmeut, was forced upon the considera- 
tion of the late ministers, not so much by 
the claims of the Catholicl as by th,j pecu- 
liar crisis in which they wL-e c^JJed to the 
administration of public affairs./ The crisis 
was alamiing,\siid indeed, in eyeing . ta/ . 
unexampled. Amidst a series, ho\^g r, of 
digressing events, prospect s^ t enly 
deemed to open, of yet delivering jul cr-^ 
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not only by rational combinations of her 
own powers against the common enemy 
to her repose and independence, but by ba- 
lancing her conquests in the most distant 
parts of the world. But, unhappily, m\ 
lords, our population kept aio pace with 
our other capacities for these grand and 
useful projects, except by (/tinging into ac- 
tion our whole national fore**. Our fleets 
and armies must long ago have failed, but 
from the great nursery $i Ireland ; and the 
gieat majority of Ireland was Catholic : ca- 
tholic from all time, and not from any acts 
winch our wisdom or prudence could con- 
troul or alter. This, tny lords, was the con- 
sideration which led to the introduction ot 
the bill which has raised such a clamour, 
and which lias produced such consequence s. 
It was to exteud to England, now united 
wiili Ireland, the services of the Catholics 
iu the defence of the whole empire, winciT^ 
bis majesty, with the advice of thn parlia- 
ment of Ireland, had sanctioned, whilst it 
was an independent kingdom, which had 
been productive of so in any advantages, and 
to which no objection was on iuot am 
where. But difficulties stood m the way ol 
the mere strict extension of that statute to 
Ciieat Britain. The English 'Best actftvould 
have shut out tl* Protestant Dissectors, 
wliilst*tlic army and natfy, from the effect of 
the extension^ would have been laid open 
to the Horn an Catholics. But what, ] con- 
fess, struck my mind most forcibly, (though 
J wu-> no parly to any part of the measure,) 
was, that to open a profession to honour- 
able men upon the principle of liberal trust 
and confidence, and yet to set up a bar 
* againsi its highest honours and ambitions, 
was not only unjust, Tmtflo the last degree, 
impolitic, fu the mind of my most enlight- 
ened friend, at the head #of Ins majesty’s 
late councils, I know that this objectifll>j 
was so u n surmountable, that the bill was 
on that principle abandoned in toto , instead 
being modified. It was therefoic that 
the bill uefit beyond the Irish statute, 
though it was undoubtedly built upon Jhe 
of it, and it was so proposed to his 
majesty, and so offered to the house o£| 
commons. — My lords, I purposely awoid 
the details, because I was no fiarty to them ; 
but I ^o not believe that any deception was 
practised: nofuch charge was titer mafle* 
by the kiin^f* k n0 w it iieve/tras. I am 
^rgue the mattp^ipon the foot- 
misunderstanding, and, for argu- 
nient’s#sake, to the ^utmost extent which 
'u or cau he stated. AYliat then ?-*■ 


the moment tl i£ misconception was disco- 
vered, was notftbe bill, in deference to his 
majesty, and itlconsequence of tfcrc miscon- 
ception, imnyfoiately abandoned, and aban- 
doned withjfhe ofost honourable and a ec- 
tionate prffessioi^ of attachment and re- 
spect? it has been asjjrffl in other plafes, 
ftpon what principle the abandonment 
could be jirstifiee«v when the rtreasure was 
|)rofess»ed1y # iiitroclLiced'tfjflTn the principle 
of expediency and dftty ? My lords, the 
answer is easy. There is a plain difference 
between even thS stropgw expediency and 
mifujrious necefc*^ **The first was, all >cir- 
cuulsUjfiJcffs^considcred, not sufficient to 
makyit such a point of duty, as to abandon 
thf government rather than the measure ; 
Yt tlie second would have rendered that 
fluty absolutely indispensable; the course 
jpursued, therefore* was surely unexception- 
.ible, They abandoned the measure, but, to 
maik the principle of the abandonment, 
they expressed a reservation to govern them- 
selves by future circumstances, in lheo|d- 
vice which they migfft from time to time 
he called upon to offer to his majesty uj|m 
the subject. Without the reservation, 
king might have considered, and would 
have been justly led to consider, his minis- 
ters as pledged not to resume the measure 
in question, nor any (Alter measure of-in- 
hilgeucc^o the Catholics, tTiough oflired 
under . circumstances which could not, 
from* duly to his majesty, enable them to 
give way to his opinions ; and the Catho-/ 
1 ic9 might also have boon impressed with' 
the same opinion* which, besides the utter 
dillionour of such a proceeding, • would 
have led to the very 'discontents which fhe 
present conjuncture is so unhappily calcu- 
lated to produce. — My lords, I was not pre- 
sent 1 when the minute iu question was nrepa- 
red ; but if 1 had been present, TcmtAu have 
neither given assistance nor resistance, be- 
cause 1 could not have assisted in dJfcwiug 
up a statement of what was intended by 
others, upon a subject on wbiPh my own 
views and opinions were But 

this I can declare, though upon ttotf 
ground I might hav^objected to the rcservaj# 
lion altogether, yet 1 never should ha*'<j 
thou eh f of objecting to it, lest such 
should be given to the king by it, as to* lead 

to a dissolution of the p^grnment," when I 
knew the measure had been, from dutiful de- * 
ference to his opinions, and from the incflt af- 
fectionate personal #onsiderations, wholly put 
aside and abandoned. Such *u idea woultV 
have'never presented itself tff my miud, bet? 
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cause it would have been incyisistent with the or other to dissolution. That the King's 
reverencg a^rd respect which, 1 sincerely feel opinions, and scruples, and feelings, were 
for his A^sjesty, who coulU not, in* my most honest, honourable, and Conscientious,, 
opiuinn, take jus»t offence aWhe whole ca- I most firmly do believe ; but not that all 
binet, because one, jninfcter \*)r two had that has happened was the unmixed result 
misconceived lys sentiments, j Their de- of them : and 1 canned help thinking that, 
claTutious were steely legitimate proof for independently ot the legal presumption, the 
the rest ^f his servant?, to act upon, anal king was advisc^l, in the ordinary sense of 
what more^could theyV-possibly do thau the expression* in some quarter, or by 6onie 
unanimously to atendon tfie wh&h* measure, means or other, to remove liis ministers, 
when the misconception was discovered ? My lords, I do not # mean to say, nor in the 
By that abandonment, his majesty and his most distant manner to insinuate, for 1 
late ministers wei»\. brought back to the never will insinuate what I am not prepared 
very situation in whff &r-M\ey stood at the to assert, that any noble lord now present, 
formation of the administ?£ffifir?~ « /jfney nor any honourable man in* any other place 
reciprocally knew each other’s g pilous, is to be considered as such adviser though 
Sufficient for every day is the good or the he should upon his word declare, that he 
pvilofit. It was open to the ministers yt was not. 1. assure your lordships, that I 
propose, and for the king to inject, theih have no such meaning, but sull my belief 
propositions. Tf their duty had called upoii upon this subject, such as 1 have described 
them, on any future occasion, not to yield Uc, is not at all shaken. We all know, my 
to his majesty, it would have been their j lords, that in political life there are wheels 
duty to resign ; and for the king to have re- within wheels, as many almost as in a silk? 
niaged T ihero if they did not, instead of ex- mill ; that the smallest, and apparently tile 
pdjing the country, at such a cris-is, to the most insignificant, ar^ sometimes, from their 
aeuqus consequences of a change, even situations, the most operative, and that somp 
fcTOsgh the change were for the better. 1 of them are, besides, sunk so deep in the dirt, 
never, therefore, at the time the ministry that it is very difficult tq find their places, 
was upon the eve of dissolving, could dis- though one can very easily discover their 
cover any just or rational ground for its dis- tracks and their eft’ects.- 7 -My lords,! am 
Solution ; and I have never therefore been the more inclined to be of this opinion, 


ableCo persuade myself, that tliei** removal 
was the spontaneous act oi the king on that 
account ; because, having the highest 
' opinion of his majesty's honour and fairness, 
I could not reconcile their removal with 
either. A pledge was tendered, which is not 
only not argued to be legal, but the illegality 
of vwhich is Considered as a childish truisrij, 
xftterly unfit tor debate in parliament ; and 
yet this refusal, without farther parley or ex- 
planation, and in the midst of the most 
respeSikd, And affectionate submission, (a 
large majofity of the cabinet, even 
chargeable with any misconception,) was* 
made the only ground of a total indisc rimi- 


i'rom the gross perversion and exaggeration 
of the danger and illegality ol the extension 
beyond the Irish act of 1 793. We have no- 
thing to do with the civil exceptions in that 
[ act, but only with those which are military; 
these exceptions arelhe comrnander-in-cliiel, 
and general officers on the staff. His ins* 
jesty consented, by the Irish act, to open the 
whole army to the Catholics, with these 
exceptions ; and nobody charges his ma~ 
jesty now on that account with the breach 
his coronation oath. It § is admitted 
therefore, that, consistent with the corona- 
tion oath, Homan Catholic? may be ensigns, 
lieutenants, captains, majors, and colonel*-. 


nate removal ; I say the only ground, because 
if the gljgds/bad beta taken, (heir continu- 

f as of course ; the kipg could not have 
nek. Professing therefore the most sin* 
iverepceaud affection for hissnaajesty, 
I do really feel, and which 1‘cannoi 
^eling, from evfery thing that I have 
8CMtind*koown sin^y 1 have h^d the honour 
‘fe^Mtbear his person, I do not believe that 
the tynistry was dissolved by the spon- 

e eous act of the king, on that single 
ounu 1 believe that, independently of 
Qgpj, have been doomed somehow 1 


in the army \ but it is argued that they can* 
noj rise to the rank of staff officers, qpnsis* 
teutly with the king's solemn obligation /.J 
support the Protestant establishment of the 
c torch of England. My lofds, what in the 
name of wonder can the church have to do 
wifcn this distinction ? Whether it ;vas or 
tofcsnot^nsistent with tbeshirit of coro- 
nation oath^Vt it applied to th^f rite, though 
not at all to the^iurch, to open 
the Catholics at all, *it is not now Vpen to . 
argife ; the thing is dpne, and was py his 
maj^ty consented to be extended tcAOre^* 
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Britain. We are therefore confined only to 
the mysterious enigma of the perjury* in car- 
rying on their promotion to be officers on the 
staff* . My lords, as I was no party at all to 
the bill, I cannot but feel a most natural 
anxiety to deliver my Self from ^he possible 
imputation of such gross stupidity and folly 
as to have ever objected to U*on that prin- 
* ciple. I will state the founefcition of my 
objection by-and-by. The question of*en- 
tiie emancipation is totally different, and 
ought not to be mixed with the present con- 
sideration, But 1 am quite sure that 3, man 
would be pointed at in the streets, who had 
incurred the ridicule of gravely asserting 
that, upon any possible view of the coro- 
nation oath, in its letter or in its spirit, the 
difference between colonels and staff-officers, 
Could have any rational application. When 
|l is considered upon the footing of expedi- 
ency, the question may be very different ; 
but even there, the king has the staff in his 
own hand ; for though such promotions 
might be open to Catholics, the appointment 
still rests with the king himself. What 1 
object to, therefore, my lords, is, that dan- 
"ger to the church is marie the stalking-horse 
upon this occasion. § As far as it is a ques- 
tion ol political prudence, it is a fail* and 
reasonable ground ^f ditl'erence of opinion; 
but so far as it is a claim Air upon religion, 
it is imposture. It is for that reason that 
I cannot thereftre help thinking, my lords, 
that this is a chauge, which though it could 
nolhave happened without the occasion, yet 
had not the occasion itself for its only cause, 
because the consequences altogether outrun 
such a cause. The objection to this way 
flf considering the subject is, that it conveys 
a charge or au insinuation an the king him* 
self. My lords, I deny it. It is the pre- 
sent ministers who make tli^ charge upon 
his mujesly, because they give up the pledg^J 
as illegal ; they disavoyr it altogether ; they 
deny that they have taken it, and leave it 
^ le king* My lords, the obstacle of 
the king's oath’appearg the more extraor- 
dinary v^ien we hear it iu the mouths of t^e 
^MM&*at ministers, who step into office upon 
the refusal of the please, by their predeces- 
sors. When one hears so much of thfL 
church, and upon an occasion with which 
the chuteh can hAre no possible concert 
poc wouft^thiuk/that the king ujfpi - hi/| 
tosonationhiQkffio oath but toaflf>port the 
lishment, anjj^nat the civil 
nothing. My 
J solemnly swear to 
tfcojrding to the statutes of the realjn, 


and to the laws sAd customs of -the same ? 
My lords, the king enters into thisf olemn 
obligation : and m it consistent wifWhe la wi 
and customs oMe realm tfc demariQ a pledge 
from counsellors ilfat t^ey will not impar* 
tialiy and hfiiestly pounselJ^ IsSt consist 
tent with the laws and cjptfcis of the#caHh, 
thut the king shall mptfe a rule for^nis own 
conduct, which hiiSr counsellori^shaU not 
break in u£oh, to8isturb*r!Tfi their advice? 
Who is the man that will stand up and say, 
that this is the law and custom pf this realm ? 
The church therefore, a*e all observations 
concerning Cathp l xio/ "are foreign to this 
g ia n ci i?d efati o n ; because if this can be 
supported and sanctioned in one instance, 
it may in any number of instances ; and the 
instead of submitting to be advised by 
hp counsellors, might give the rule himself 
| a? to w'hat he will bp advised in, until those 
j*/ho are solemnly sworn to give full .and im- 
partial counsel, and who are responsible to 
the public for their conduct as his advisers, 
might be penned up # in a corner of their 
duties and jurisdiction,* and the state miglk 
go to ruin. But no doubt it will be said, th(t 
here again is a direct attack upon the ki'frg. » 
I deny it again, it is no attack upon the king, 

I cannot see the king but in the responsible 
officers of state, who, by serving him in office, 
sanction all proceedings of the crown. The 
noble carlevho spoke first ofi that silie t 
declared that if au address was presented to 
the king to know the author of the suppo&d 
advice, his majesty would return for an* 
swer, that his adviser was the faithful mo* 
nitnr \y4thin his owg breast in the sugges- 
tion^ of his conscience. My lords, th£ king 
mi flit undoubtedly gi$e such an answef^ 
but I should be glad to see the "ministers 
who* would be bald enough to deliver such 
aft answer to parliament. My lordg, \ 
*11 11 hazard rily reputation as a law^gfwith 
your lordaii ips, that the respQnsible mipis* 
who was the organ of that message here, 
would be subject to an impeachment. The 
Gteat Hall, and not this chamber, wouk} 
beVlie proper forum foip 'the confiscation 
of ii. The king can perform no act of gd^ 
vernmept himself, apd no man ought to be : 
received within the walls of this house In ? 


"Up * 0 


declare, that ahy act of government har^ro^; 

the private will and deterguifc 


ceeded from 

\ion, or conscience of tk^pig. The king, 
as chief magistrate, can have no conscic 
which is not in the trust of responsible I 
jects. Wtien he dekvers the seals 
to his officers of state, his conscience, as if 
t regards the state, accompanies 
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. man in England, my lork, is less disposer jand state, were opposed from time to time 
' # than lVtf tn ab,id 8 0 the ftng's prerogative, just as they are now, to all ihe important 
or to de ?4 rade the dignity ^ his high* office, indulgences which his majesty, during his 
by reducing him r co a c^phfk The public, reign, has nevertheless grunted to his Catlio- 
on the contrary, are entitle to the full lie subjects; and I coyceive that 1 have even 
Ijenefit, 'nay, haver a right in reason tn the sauctioirof the present ministers for sup- 
expe&^he advances of the personal virtues posing, that upon corresponding emergen, 
and ca parity of the \S' hatever follrfw* cics the indulgences would still be extended ; 
from either, ; s thrrefore'ljis own. The fame lor, they say that they have taken no pledge, 
and honour onm. actions are ‘his own ; but and consider the imputation of having taken 
as all men must have errors, the wisdom ol it as a reproach, f which it certainly would 
our government turns them aside from him. not be, if all further indulgences wen; 
'Ihe maxim, that* Hiking can do wrong, against a fundamental and unalterable prin- 
ces not seek to altcrvn^aJjm; and uonsti- triple ; and if further indulgence# be not on 
tution of things, but to preserveTTte^; j\eru- that account inadm.s&ibfe, but are to de- 
ment not only against the impeachment of pend upon emergencies as they may occur, 
crime, but even against the irreverencumd then upon what principle were the late 
loss of dignity arising from the very iiifbu- ministers removed, and how are they dic- 
tation ofit. Mo act ot state oh gnvcrumuit tinguLhablc from their Micccssors, since 
can therefore be the king’s ; Ire cannot ^ct the late minislerh abandoned all indulgence 
but by advice; and he who holds offict*' for the present, and only contended that 
sanctions what is done, from whatever source emergencies ought to regulate their ad- 
mjy proceed. This, my lords, is not vfie? — This is the whole. 1 hope I ha\e 
ji«je legal fiction of the.constilution, but the not departed in any thing 1 have said from 
practical benefit and blessing ol it. 1 am the declaration 1 made the other day of my 
pleading the cause of the king and of the duty and attachment lo his majesty, which 
people together, in* enforcing it ; and 1 is most sincere and affectionate. What 
never will remain silent whilst this priori- weighs heavily on my* mind, mv lords, is, the 
pie is disturbed. Apply it, my lords, to the duifgerous and alarming distinction between 
case before us. We never should have putting by from time to time the claims and 
Tfcjfourse to^ a single, when the case itself expectations of tlie Catholics, which I am as 
will serve us for illustration.— My lords, the much disposed to as any man, and the pub* 
illustration may suffer from circumstances lie declaration of imalterafile refusal upon 
a{ this moment. The hands ol otir great a principle which admits no alteiation. I 
r enemy are lull ; the brave Russians k» op trust we shall never see the danger of such 
"him at bay in the Lust, and J pi ay God for a declaration brought home to a practical 
the continuance of such critical sd ’cessps. test in the discontent of subjects who might 
But should he return to the coast, arid fill otherwise be affectionate and faithful.— My 
« the shores of Europe with his f * troops liom lords, I have nothing to add to the trouble 
the Baltic to the Mediterranean $ sLonJtfjhe which I have already given to your lord- 
th re a ten Ireland with inv&sion, would alriy ships, but to assure you, that no man can 
-mafljje permitted with impunity to tell the be more deeply impressed than I am with 
'CathdiiJS that they must not look^ to ary \ reverence for God and religion, and for all 
possible change in their condition during Iris] th^ministers and professors of the Chris- 
ftiajesty's reign? that no changes cotMd tiau Protestant faith. I am sure that I 
relieve them whilst the king was on the . need not except even the worthy and ( 
throne ? ’My lords, I maintain, without cellent prelates in whose presence I make 
the k ~ara of contradiction, that this dejla- this solemn and public declaration. My 
^ration would be a seditious .misdemeanour, lords, 1 glory in the opportunity of rLwiii.g 
Jbj punishable by indictment. The rrynhm1.it. Would to God that my life* could be 
ttiotive, unless as circumstances anight repel, pure as my faith T I consider the a?ra of 

fej^h^ifeTence, woujd be inferrcd"from the Mie Reformation, and its irresistible pro- 
aeqx a ntf *2 cnt » because the king can have no g-css in the age which lift succeeded it, as 
lo^Dear tf r P ose ^ , i l ' * f * n law tr in fact impu- the~g“h?d rera in which ihe Dndhe Provi- 
ihejoynistryV 111 * “ e cannot Jaw, for the dence be£k*' most visibly tW n *fil the sac: ed 
Jaoeous act * ba y e & l reac ty given ; and I believe and encouraging promises oT twe xrify d. 
account. 1 l ot > * n fk ct > toder every possible! I look forward, 1 Ay lords, believe me I al- \ 
QHiit * n<se ; because the king's oath, and | have, with ath anxiety which I cannot \ * 
if to the establishments of* churclfj express, but with a hope which 



3655 


PAUL. DEBATES, April 13, 1807. — Change of Administration. [3<J(S 


tinguishable, to the time when all the na- 
tions of the earth shall be collected under 
its shadow, and united in the enjoyment of 
its blessings: It is that feeling, my lords, 
mixed perhaps with what maybe considered 
as the prejudices of education* but which 
1 cannot myself consider to be prejudices, 
that have kept me back from gping the full 
“length of Catholic expectation.# i consider 
the Roman Catholic faith as a gross super- 
stition, not chargeable upgn the present ge- 
neration, which contains thousands and 
ten thousands of sincere and enlightened 
persons, but the result of the'darkness ot 
former ages, and which is fast giving way 
under the hourly increasing lights of reli- 
gious and philosophical truth. Not that 
\aiu and coiitemptible°jargun which has 
usurped the name of philosophy, but the 
philosophy of nature, which lifts up the 
mind to the contemplation of the Almighty, 
by approaching to Him nearer, and disco- 
vering his Attributes in the majesty afld 
harmony of his wo # rks. Toleration is the right 
of every man, and the policy of all wise 
states; but seeing that religious supersti- 
tions were falling into a whole some and 
visible decline, 1 havj* never sought to give 
any encouragement to set them up aunin, 
but have rather wished that inconvenience^ 
should Ue felt, though no'injustice sullered 
by their profcssois; because, when reli- 
gious distinctions are not so importantly 
material as deeply to affect the conscience, 
they are often by imperceptible degrees di- 
minished and melted away. These ideas, 
my lords, and not any objections affecting 
either the establishment of the church or 
the safety of the state, though formerly 
these were very solid objections, were my 
reasons for not giving my support to the 
hill without a more urgent^ occasion ; for 
theie are occasions to which Mich ideas 
ought to yield, sinct^ we are frequently 
without choice in the order and go\^rn- 
£Tjfnt of mankind. These opinions, how- 
ever, can haver no bearing on the present 
motion* the first branch of which 1 pdss by 
■■Bfrft^lher, having been myself an humble 

lnpmhpr nf th#» " urtinmittf r:»tmn whir'll 



had been the*opinyn of many statesmen of 
great eminence, j liven one of th& present 
ministers, the secretary of state \fipr the 
foreign department, a person certpnly not 
of inferior tah/nts, hadjormerl^ Reid this 
opinion. It fould ^ot ' 
ject of charge against 
that they brought fqatfard this erasure 
wantonly or hastily. *• lie thoughj^ftere was 
great reason* to regffct the ok*&fge in his ma- 
jesty’s councils, and lie considered * the 
pledge demanded as highly unconstitutional. 

Lord Ilarroubt/ Utegan by'observing, that 
be fell under the sary- ' embarrassment as the 
noble varl r. W'lfad just spoken, from the 
want uljSroper documents. This deficiency 
was in itself a sufficient pailiamcntary ground 
fof Refusing to assent to the motion of his 
noble relation. No motion, .lie said, pre-- 
tending to be grounded upon facts* ought 
K^be emertained, unless it rests either upon 
facts notorious, or 'admitted on all sides, 
or proved by documents on our table, ’l’lie 
nature of the present case admits of ncfsiudi 
proof: it rests upon Statements of Lh^ 
contents of dispatches which we have no f 
seen ; of the contents^jf confidential com- 
niunical ions between the king and his cabi- 
net, which are not, and cannot be before us; 
and upon the relation, not so much of the 
terms of confidential conversations between 
the same parties, as of the impression whilh 
such conveisutious made upon ‘the minds 
oi those who held them. Such are the d t - 
cuinenls on which we are called upon to as- | 
sent to iL^ttootioir, winch. grounding itself., 
solely upon lib e defence brought forward by 
one# arty, though I tryst ntot m 

intuition) a« accusation againstlbe other; 
a notion which places your lordships in a * 
situation, equally unknown to the theory 
aid the practice of the constitution, equally 
en Irom your legislative amt Official 
FAnctioAs,* the situation of sitting injudg- 
ujjut upon the personal conduct of your 
jereign. I am well aware that the men- 
tion of his name within these w&Ms is in it- 
sefc disorderly, # but tjie*itature oTthis-ques- 
tioi\ renders it impossible to be avoided^* 


second, but shall conclude by Returning m 
thanks Ik) the iicfjle nmrquis for havin 
troducec^t to tl* house. 

•The EartaC^frjcy supportec^fle motion, 
‘Contended, \vasu*jCd for by the 
Ktraordinary circumsyjffes that had re- 
cently occurred. Thq f some farther cm- 


‘nr 


member of # the ’ achninistration which . r 

supports ; but Ilnot f>nly subscribe to the! inde\rou% and unparliamentary character 

.ill lii . • r . i i • . . _ l • l t • r 


need not be said^o prove at once the if 
inde\rou% and unparliamentary character ir * 
<of the debate rnto which we are driven.. I 
shall not however forgfet the doctrinekira 
Mown in anotbqj* place b# what is ndwthe 
highest authority in this^ffousc, that the 
right which necessity creates, necessity 
limits. So far at l^tst it will be agreed on 
all sicks, that before we determine to &sserf 

« . • . r .i' j l j 


ion^should be. made to the Catholjcs,^ an abstract proposition, .for -the de,clargd . 
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purpose of applauding \he late ministers, 
and witlrthe direct effleclof censuring our 
covered A, we ought to examine (arf far as 
the imperfect lights we m*ve can admit) 
how far tjiat abstract proposition can be ap« 
plied teethe' present case, considered in all 
fts~u^Lrin£s ana^ilh 11 its circumstances. 
It wod 1 ;.^ ill beomth*^, 1 * in any cause, inlich 
more iii so extraordinary in its coin 
plexion, so rffihifenous m its consequences, 
to content ourselves with taking up the 
transaction nearly at its close* We must 
consider what werq the steps which led to 
that close, what was tU^jifecessity which 
left no other issue. It is not enoi^i^o say 
a pledge was demanded ; no r*inister 
ought to give a pledge ; the king has dis- 
missed his ministers for refusing it ; there- 
fore the ministers' were right, and the k^ng 
was wrong. A mutuaj confidence between 
the sovereign and his servants appears £6 
indispensable to the good conduct of public 
business, that when once there is so little 
confidence on either side, that t lie ministers 
(jire reduced to demand a pledge Ironi their 
lowing, or the king from his ministers, there 
seems little option left, but for him to dis- 
miss them, or for them to resign. What 
is the mode best calculated to preserve this 
necessary confidence ? A clear and distinct 

r nation of proposed measures on one 
and #i unreserved communication of 
opiuions on the other. Jfcver there was a 
question upon which such clear and distinct 
explanation was peculiarly necessary, it 
..was that lately iir discussions [l was a 
question upon which t \rp ^r/time^ts of a 
majority* of !\is majesty « servants ^vere 
known by themselves to be contrary to iris ; 
upon which his opinion had not only s b»en 
repeatedly and decidedly declared, hxit laid 
be^p acted upon by him under the mr 
tryiiig»sjrcumstances, and was founded n 
upon a»y*argjimcuts of political enpedien 
but upon a religious regard to the saci 
obligation of his oath* if measures of con- 
cession td the Catholics had been consented 
to by^hd’king, upoti former-occasions, with 
/Evident reluctance* arising from a loti- 
•cientious fear lest t^py should payr the 


itwas not neglected ? Can they say, that 
in the first proposal to his majesty to ex- 
tend the privileges of the Homan Catholics, 
the limits of that extension were accurately 
stated to him ? were perhaps even ac- 
curately defined in their own mind9. The 
measure was first proposed to be intro- 
duced by classes in the mutiny bill* Could, 
tlijs by possibility go beyond the army, or 
include the navy ? The notice of the 
intended motion referred, as 1 am in- 
formed, to the Irish act of 17.93, and pro- 
fessed to admit Catholics to certain com- 
missions. Could this be supposed to in- 
clude the admission of ail dissenters to all 
commissions and appointments I But what 
was the reasoning'by which this proposal 
was supported, when addressed to his ma- 
jesty ? Ami misinformed, when I hear 
that he was told, that it was the earnest 
wish of ministers, to avoid cvfry discus- 
sion, which could in the remotest degree be 
painful to any feel ngs, or repugnant to any 
opiuion of hi9 majesty ? That this object 
they hoped they had attained by the mea- 
sure then suggested : and why was it sup ^ 
posed to be attained ? Because, so far from 
being repugnant to any known opinion of 
his t majesty, it was perfectly conformable 
m principle to thsitconaession which he had 
consented to in \ ; because it was only 

fulfilling the engagement which had been 
entered into under his majestv’s authority 
at that time. Was it not stated, that the 
Iritli act enabled the kings subjects iu Ire- 
land to hold commissions in the army, with 
no other lestriction than is theie pointed 
out ? and that if a similar provision be re; 
fused with respect this part of the united 
kingdom, it wduld (amongst oilier argu- 
ments) bear an appearance of a conduct 
not c onsistent with openness and good faith ? 

|*If this was the manner in which the pro- 
po^l was represented, (and if it was not, 

I shall be contradicted,) can any nun won- 
der at the impression made upon bis maj**^’ 
ty*s mind ? 1 will not argue against the 

caivil which may be made upon the reference 
to the principle of the aert of 1793. is 
answered at once b£0thv5 pnpposal, after 


h&Howed line, how deeply was it*incumber,tJ4eferring to the restrictions in that act, of 

•4l ' _ i i • i i *lk • . • • I* , v» t __ * n 


jjbon-il 
jSnsgJe s 


iir those, who proposed advancing but tf 
1e step within tW limit, to define with 
the utmost pm* .ion the cextent of that 
single step ? Can wc, who have heard little 
Offcn this subject, except the voluntary de- 
face of ministers, can fcven they, who made 

• It; now saj^ even to themselves, ^either 

• w this caution was not necessary, or that 


t similar provision for l>igland. Besides, 
is the principle of at act ? Vi it uot 
to Be'^feuid equally in wat it Withholds, 
and wdiat\x;rants ? If it^ Jow s certSiu 
privileges forrh^ relief of his bauiohc sul‘ ; 
jects, docs it not fa pose certain restrictions i 
for the security of Ms Protestant establish- .4 
mant ? Is it lair to argue, that £hc ct 4 
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object of a legislative measure is to annihi- 
late all distinctions between different sects, 
when it is an equally prominent object of 
the same measure to preserve a part of 
them ? But, if we, who are left to collect 
our information as w£ can, fiiyl a waut of 
precision in this clear and distinct explana- 
tion, how did it appear to tlijise who were 
• most conversant and most deeply interested 
in every part of the transaction ? To Ihe 
king, to whom it was proposed ; to those 
ministers who were consulted upon it, or 
by whom it was advised ; to those, through 
whom it ivas communicated to the Catho- 
lics ? That it iyas not understood by 
the king, we have his majesty’s own autho- 
rity, as stated by the noble baron lately at 
the head of his ministry? That it was not 
understood by the cabinet, we have the 
authority of a noble viscount, and, as I 
am informed, that of two other members of 
the cabinet, who, if they had understood 
the measure, would, as well as himself, 
have dissented from it, and who, when they 
did understand it, took no part in the fur- 
ther proceedings. That it was not under- 
stood by the noble lord himself, who 
brought it forward in another place, we 
have his own authority, collected front his 
own notice, and from the manner in wliic^ 
!iisclau*;s were to\e introduced. We are 
further told by that noble lord himself, that 
be had 1101 suflicfteutly attended to the distinc- 
tion between his own measure and the 
Irish act. The candour of this admission 
does honour to the noble lord ; but it re- 
moves all our wonder, that others should 
not have understood what tho&e *ho pro- 
posed it did not understand themselves; it 
removes also some of cJUr jegret, that the 
' t proposal of great measures is no longer ves- 
! t°d in the same hands ; it removes also 
l much of our sunrise, that in*an intercourse^ 
of a confidential nature between the king 
aud his servants, some # precaulions slid&ld 
, ^ eeu thought absolutely necessary to 

1 jlrevent future misunderstandings. To the 
measure, however, thus stated, and thus 
iNjftllld^tJbd, the king, after repeated in- 
j stances, gave a nducUut consent, ad vert - 
! * n 6» however, particularly 
j passed in 1 75)3- 
I precise and positife terms, 

I it necessary to 1 

go 9 one step Artpir ? If this car pdTbe de. 
pjfd .i i ** ftcua fact which cm^nt to have 
/^een b ro ugh tTor ward by shhseTwho, in the 
^defence of their own coj^Buct, have forewi 
yto discuss &u accusation against the king ? 
-Vot. IX. / 


Whatever difference of opinion there may 
be as to the line tney should have, followed 
after this declaration, this at leaqufcill be 
conceded, that it imposed upon jftem not 
only the duty ?of stating with tie utmost 
distinctness ^hat wgs fne the 

extent of the further stet^rwhich 
required to take, but o^certaining, the 
same distinctness, th / nature au^fce extent 
of the coifcent of his maja^. Did the 
ministers perform this duty ? Was it suffi- 
cient to rest such a point upon the under- 
standing of a coitventaticn, in which the 
king believed that had signified bis per- 
severance ir. letbsa), but which the noble 
secretj/y of state understood as a reluctant 
consent, or, as he candidly admits, rather 
afjiut withdrawing the consent which had 
been originally given.* \he ministers 
btfing in possession of the written opinion of 
tys majesty, giving a reluctant consent to a 
measure evidently 'limited, with a cfeclara- 
lion that he could not go one step further, 
his consent to an unlimited measure h i re- 
plied, from what ? ’From the expressioi^ 
of his decided disapprobation. It oughj 
not to be forgotten, t^at immediately alter 
this conversation, an opportunity was of- 
fered, by the audience of the leading mem- 
ber of government, to clear up the doubt, 
while it was yet time. . We understand 
from that npble lord, that nothing passed 
upon the subject. That the king should 
not have repeated his dissent, was perfectly 
natural. His determination not to a(|vaude g 
one "trp brgyiHJ-nr Sm pygg , had M " 

been defflareb \\ vfritiug ; his dissdufajwin 
the new step .dsTR thought, 

distinctly expressed™ the person, 
immediate duty it was to* conduct * 
fheasure : agd he might well think it 
necessary to repeat it. But it would have 
u fortunate (and that it did not jpsffhp- 
muJt yow be regretted by himself), if 
noble person who had the* second au- 

S noe had felt that necessity for clearing 
1 all doubLs upon so delicate •& point, 
tlie very informa^on be fcseived at 
theVloor of the closet would to most minds*^ 
haye^ naturally sugges&d. Undoubtedly, 1 [ 
4 may be Sbpposed that the in- ■' 
rtnatuTfc received by governmeul-Jroin 
eland, placed the necessity of the measmtf^' 
very day in a gtronger Jjyght, and afforded 
greater aud greater bopesf# quieting the 
Catholics. Will the ministers state this qa a 
ground foi enlarging* the measure, or even 
tor persisting it^ it f What hopes could be, # 

| jenter tattled of quieting the Catholics, by 
% B 
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limited measure, supported upop principles 
which required one unlimited, which made 
what v^s/ranted no favour, and left what 
v was refflird injustice and oppression ?• Did 
the Irish S )vernnrent give hopes that these 
concessimj^ould keep tack Wie petition ? 

fcftywn, thet, excMsive of th«- 
clauiiiLwhich thata*geti lion would bring for- 
ward, taft previous frtjna ests, a compliance 
with whicVAWjJd alone give even a chance 
of keeping itTStek, were suc h L as neither 
the Irish nor the Elighsh government were 
disposed to admit? Was not the meeting 
of the Irish Catholics, at which the petition 
was decided, a sufficient pi oof of the in- 
eflicacy of these concession's, even /if the 
declarations of some leading oratore hud 
riot spurned at tbeir nullity ? What then 
had happened ? The clear and precise dis- 
patch to the Irish governmental lad bten jc 
well understood, that Mr. Elliott, though 
answering in the words, of that di? pale HI,' 
had given a doubtful answer ; and that the 
Cathqlice, as was natural, were disposed to 
explain this doubt 113 their own favour, 
u'hia favourable explanation was conlirmed 
Ay the dispatch of tlie 3d of March, to 
- which the consent ifShe king was implied, 
from the circumstance ol his having returned 
without observation a draft which was Sent 
to him without observation ; and upon his 
cf&isent, Equally Implied from the conver- 
sation above stated, in which tHe difference 
was explained, the measure in its new and 
extended form was preyed on in the house 
■ of coirAnons. At length it became evident 
that the ! .bio fe v u i- i.K’ss •* 1 Sr 1 brA A involved 
in Cilsf n/ir^ption. Or vhe^.^ch ol tMarch, 
the inaj ci ofc 1 ho n v i ncedVh a t 

.the kin was immo\able in Iris deternriyia- 
tion, communicated to him, through Vlie 
medium of that noble lord? their resolution 
to qmdify a the bill, so as to bring it witWn 
the lutft^/ of the act of 1793. With tkk% 
resolution it«appears that Ins majesty wfic 
satisfied Why then was the whole Hell 
abandoned ? It would, it seems, have bflbn 
difficult i?) t ffnd arguments to justify an /*!- 
liereHce lo the exa£t letter of the Irish /ret. 
/^YasThere no difficulty then in finding ar- 
gumenis to justify the*Aoluntary and^Cir# 
ffelinquishmect of a measure,«st>d«<J 
■^hero selves to be indispensably necessaryJ 
amkiepich they should be deeply criminal 
if they iieglect£*H 8 propose ? If it could 
be^dorie in tHe latter case (as the noble lord 
ipjaftnothor place has slated that- it might) 
without committing M's majesty* why not 
* in the foruiA ? If it was netessary it) com- 


mit his majesty, was it not better to com* 
mit him upon a strict adherence to the act 
of 1793, and to carry their own principles 
into effect as far as that act carried them, 
rather than to abandon without necessity 
every part of their o\yn measure, and to 
bring forward the sacred person of the king 
as the only bar to the progress of civil and 
religious freedom ? If it were true that his 
majesty wertMnmsell the only supporter of 
those pruiciph s which seated his family 
upon the throne ; ,*! lie feels himself bound 
by the obligation of an oath (not voluntary 
but imposed upon him as the conditio 
rrgnnndi ), to draw a line which he cannot 
pass, who is there but must respect such’ 
adheience to principle ? Who js there but 
must wish such a conscience to remain un- 
molested ? Hut is it true that his majesty 
is thus insulated from his parliament and 
his people ? Did the ministers really be- 
lieve that they should carry their bill in 
parliament ? Has not one of their leading 
members in another place declared his 
opinion that they could not cany it there? 
After the late and decided opinion which 
vour lordships have expressed upon the 
subject, was there a hope of carrying it here? 

Is there a doubt in thq mind of any man us 
10 the gcueial sentiments and feelings of the 
country ? Where was therefore the neces- 
sity of relinquitdring the measure m a man- 
ner which gave a wrong impression of the 
real obstacles which opposed it? Still 
more, where was the necessity of accom- 
patiying lilt: resolution to withdraw the bill 
with the stipulations contained in the mr- 
nute of the 15th of March, as they have 
been stated by the noble lord ? As to the 
right of expressing in parliament the indi- 
vidual opinions members of the adminis- 
tration, it was a light which no man con- 
tested, and of«whi< h his majesty only le- 
pijets the exercise, becauseqt appeared de- 
cidedly adveise to the great object of their 
exertions, the quieting the Catholics, and 
keeping back tbeir petition. As to 
right of giving such advice In future to his 
majesty respecting Ireland, as tly? course 
of circumstances might appear to rd*yirr» w 
this was a general righl, itpon which if they 
d been silent, no man would have enter- 
a doubt ; but as applied to this par- 
question,' what die it mean ? After 
distressing contest jfith their 
sovereign^v^liey had discov^ad, what they 
might huve^iqiown before lj bffgaRV'-ihe 
ultimate point ab^hich he was determined \ 
id make his stand. \l)y relinquishing theif * 
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own bill entirely, instead of condescending [ranee that this contest between himself and 
to restrict it within the limits of the act his confidential servants should ratjlast for 
of I7i)3, they had proved that any future ever * Having seen how loosel*^nnow in- 
proposal must go beyond that act. The acc urately a proceeding fif such importance 
power, therefore, wjiich they thought it and delicacy, had 1)eQp condug£|d : having 
necessary to declare it was essential to their seen how eftsily hi* con se aclSs ^p i tn- 
characlers and to their duty that they plied to the very meyiure to wEcFse 
should reserve, and from tin^pto time exert, thought his dissent b$i been uner^nvocally 
was a power to bring forward from tiiqp to expressed, can ajjy man be ^.**prized that 
tune, tor the decision of his majesty, mea- he should require to be secured frqm all 
smes to which his oath forbade him to con- future appreheusions ?• From all future 
sent. On this point, the king had decided, apprehensions, of what nature ? Not that 
not lightly or inconsiderately, lie thought measures would fie proposed to curtail his 
lumself bound to his Protestant people not influence, or to abridge his power, but 
to do any act, which was, iu his own opi- that he should be forced, against his cou- 
nion, contrary to the pledge he had given science, to consent to the extension of his 
them at his coronal iuii # : he thought him- nrerogative. Is it not clear that when 
self bound to the Almighty, not wilfully to tnere is so little confidence between tbe 
transgress the oath which he had sworn, king and hH confidential servants as to 
However the arguments brought forward make it necessary op either side to* require 
by others might convince the consciences M pledge of any kind, the public service 
of others, it was by his own conscience, must suller, if the conduct, of affairs coii- 
right or wrong, that he must stand or (fill, tinner hi the same hands ? When minis- 
If he violated thvs sacred contract with his ters perceive that they have incunsi3eraLe- 
eyes open, with lusjudgcment unconvinced, Lv, and for what appear unnecessarily, 
ho must at once break his faith with man, brought themselves into this situation :s 
and prevaricate with ins God. Under these it honourable to thei* sovereign, is it use- 
distressing circumstance?*, his majesty pro- lul to their country, to cling to their ofli- 
poses to his ministers to withdraw this^nti- cial posts ; to force their king to remove 
million of their intentions. Was this*a them, instead of removing themselves ; and 
concession which it was impossible for them to attempt to gam popularity by dismi^hal 
to make ? They had declared themselves whic h thev* must be conscious they li^ve 
desjrous of keeping off the discussion of any not gained by their administration ? This 
question, contrary to the opinions and feel- brings me to Lhe second branch ot the nlo- 
ingb of his majesty, lly the exertion of tion of my noble relation/ It wastxiteV- ^ 
their weight and influence in that direction, peeled by ^se, afTcjTfi a long* , 
it was fur from impossible that they might but noy difti^ijp dpt^nl to an swer it ^-Jia- 
be successful. If they failed, it was still vine# been 4^ tl|e slite df my 

In their power to inform his inajrfty that, heflth froiii attending my duty in ih:s # 
as they could no longer ill their opinion plfcj; during their continuance iu power, £ 
administer his government, without propo- cJh only form my judgement from a g‘*ne- 
sing measures contrary to l*s sense of fus i'll view of their conduct. Of their en- 
oath, they muse retire from responsibility? glance into office I say nothin that 

and leave his majesty the advice of othei iley cliate to come in upoifThat very 
counsellors. Having failed in conviiicTng plmciple of exclusion, applied to a whole , 
king by the strongest statements of the party from the highest to the lowest, a re- 
indispensable necessity of the measure, which sittance to which principle, sifid*to be ap- 
they li^i nevertheless abandoned, having pl\d to a single person# ‘had be?h iliede- 
^nscfited to become deeply criminal by elated reason of their Refusal to join in a* 
withdrawingwhaf it aould have been deeply LoviVr administration. Of tlheir actions 1 1 ; 
criminal not to Jropose, from what furth^p Am o^v «eize the prominent points mat 
arguments could| conviction #iui succeJ hasty anil imperfect review. I l&ak fu£ 
be expected! What wifs the, invariant Iheir (economy, to tb# iihmense burthen ytfc 
prospect, M>ut a fruitless and uiiav^^bon-' tailed, I fear ftq# ever, u^opthe co^ifffyjhfy 
of nothing bu^dtstruat and the increased expence oiihe army, and 
ir/iuuioii ? A r ® we then npfffared to cen* consequently of the navy, incurred ift oftter 
(turehis majesty, if, aftu^proposing in the to try in fhe arnty upon a large scale an e*- 
^lirst instance that the imimation should be peri man t grounded upon vimoaary theories, • 
^Withdrawn, he claimed soipc positive asju* >bu! wlfich in practice tlievoltttfteeiing.of the*. 

I 
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fpilitia into the line had proved to be almost 
Hopeless of success. 1 look for their just dis- 
tribution^ offices and rewards; to their 
•foreignaDpointments ; to their civil jfromo- 
tion ; tovtbe persons t whom they have 
placed iaJhrcuQiarytrfrusts ; to the persons 
wjig m^ney nWj prosecuted ; to the per- 
lOMWiom the^iwre pensioned. I look 
for theKenergy anoftfrility in the disposal 
of the xnu^^^and naval force qf the coun- 
try, to the expeditions they have sent out 
with so little delay* in the dispatch, so lit- 
tle contradictidh in the qrders and counter- 
orders ; to the conquests we have gained ; 
to the victories we have achieved; to the stu- 
pendous advancement of our military and 
naval gloiy. For their talents in the ma- 
nagement of foreign politics, I must look^o 
the cordial footing on which we now stand 
with those powers in whose welfaie we are 
most deeply interested ; to the prompt and 
liberal, succours they haye sent to thatrem 1 
nant of Europe, which is still struggling for 
existence. For the wisdom and precision 
of their negociations v I must look to their 
•negociation with France ; a perfect paral- 
lel to their negociation -with their king, 

* where the point on fthich the whole turned 
was left for months so clearly defined, that 
it rested at last upon the recollection of a 
verbal communication, which was under- 
stood by*one party in one sense, and by the 
other in a sense directly contrary, J see 

othing upon this review, which should in- 
uce your lordships to express, as you 
Would do by agreeing jo this motion, an 
•/implied^fiaiiix'i odf'nrdft IMsaWjftvbation of 
tbpc excise of his urfyoubted 

prerogative ,\yb * -try OtrOt ve upon firmer 
occasions* stood forward to support, p-om 
sny own personal feelings, I may repret 
much what has passed. c I did not >sh 
thefall of the late administration. It Jjas 
atrofr#* lit was, or had been supposed to jk*-' 
elude sufficVqt ability ; it contained ifk, 
tome persons in whom I had been accus- 
tomed in other times to repose confidence ; 
but I wifcbtfri it either to be strengthened by 
the infrfslon of ’some better bloocff or 

* to be* checked bf an opposition /V uffi- 
[[ ciently powerful to c guard agaiusi* tia- 

* ^due exertions of the strength ofegoveivU 
^tnentf' ' On one ground indeed 1 may ms 

pfei fitted to regret their fall ; on a consjj; 
deratlpn of the^rincipleau of the persons 
who opposed them. I knew them to be in- 
cifpable of harassing or fettering any ad- 
ministration in the real discharge of its du- 
ties; incapable of taking advantage of ne- 
• 1 


cessary difficulties and burthens, to raise a 
clamour against them 9 which would aggravate 
those burthens and increase those difficulties. 
They would object to what they thought ob- 
jectionable, and guard those principles which 
they could not desert ^vithout inconsistency, 
and which t d them were sacred. Whether the 
experience of the last twenty years can give 
the present administration much hope of a 
similar opposition, it is for your lordships 
to consider. My temper is not sufficiently 
sanguiue not to leave me, upon this ground, 
some regret for the past, and some appre- 
hension for the future. With these feelings 
and these opinions, I cannot but have some 
regret at the addition mnde by this struggle 
to the dangerous pressure of the times. If 
the struggle wera not necessary, it ought 
not to have been made. Having been made 
because it was necessary, it ought not to 
be abandoned. It is no child's play. The 
change is not the result of court intrigue, or 
parly ambition. The present ministers 
have been called upon to support the king 
in the defence of his conscience. 1 approve 
their cause ; 1 do not distrust their ability 
or their zeal. They will stand firm to him 
and to each other. With the sanction of 
your lordships, with fhe voice of the coun- 
try ‘In their favour, what have they to fear ? 
Hut, be the event whet it may, with their 
king they must stand or fall. 

The Earl of Selkirk declared, that the 
propositions contained in the resolution 
moved by the noble marquis had, in the ab- 
stract, his unqualified assent. He had no 
doubt of the principle, that a privy counsel- 
lor, who should restrain himself by a pledge, 
from advising his majesty to the best of his 
judgemeut, would ^e guilty of a high breach 
of duty. He ft as also satisfied, that the 
late administration possessed and deserved 
the confidence of the country. He did not 
mean to imply an unreseWed approbation 
o£*U their proceedings ; but he did not ex- 
pect to see an administration of more than 
human perfection. The fair criterion^by 4 
which to judge the late administration was, 

Jo compare their conduct with* that of 
others ; and in this viei? be was re&dy To 
maintain, that consign#; the abort dura- 
tion of their power, they jhad accomplished, 

V>r put intoca fair train of accomplishment, 
Wire important measures of public good, 
anchtilfe t with less of reprehensible con- 
duct, tok perhaps anf+ administration 
within our ntaS^nory. He wap also"" o! pi- 
nion, that in the\*>resent state of Europe, l 
loss of a firm Shd stable administration * 


S , 
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was an event deeply to be deplored.— The tion be vailed ; instead of a gross insult, 
question before the house, however, was let us suppose an offence less unpardonable, 
not whether these principles were true, The opposition admits of ever^ possible 
but whether it was proper, under all the gradatiou between the grossest insult, and 
circumstances of the case, for the house to the most venial inattention. Between thp 
record an opinion on the subject. The plain two extremes, cas^ Uiay u^Wi|edly be 
object and intention of the motion, was to imagined, in which it woiiW be a maS'S^jf 
convey a censure on the dismissal of his tl\e utmost uicety tcv determine ^nether 
majesty’s late ministers, as A^nded on an the offence were or were not ^suflicienjt 
unconstitutional act; a censure in which ground for* dismissing a milder. If such 
he could not concur. The adoption of questions as -that are to be determined by 
this motion, or of any bther of a similar parliament, where is an eqd of the impro- 
tendency, he considered as an un warrants- prieiies into which it would lead; and how 
ble interference in the exercise of the pre- are such questions to be avoided, if the mo- 
rogative. — The ri^ht of parliament, he said, tives of his majesty for dismissing his mi- 
to advise the crown upon the choice of mi- nisters are to he held a jit subject of eiir 
nisters, cannot go so far as to entitle the quiry? When a change of administration 
house to question the motives of his ma- takes place, on the ground of any great 
jesty, for dismissing ministers who had public measure, the propriety of the change 
Just his confidence. The king cannot he becomes a fit subject of enquiry, as invoU 
required to take advice from men, in whom ,yed in the discussion of the measure which 
he cannot confide ; and, were there no led to it. The present is not a case of that 
other reason, a diminution of confidence is kind, but one of those in which there is no 
a sufficient ground for a change in his ma- criterion to be referred to, except tlffe feul- 
jesty’s councils.* If upon such a change, ings in his majesty’s* breast, excited by the 
improper persons are substituted, it be- personal behaviour of his ministers towards 
comes the duty as it is the right, ofparlia- Imn. — The measure* from which all this 
ment to state their opinion of the unfitness discussion originated, having been aban- 
of the persons appointed : but it is on^hese doned by ministers, is not the essentia} 
grouuds of expediency only, that they can ground of difference, and therefore it is 
recomqiend one Sfet of .men or reprobate not at all to the purpose to enter iulo^hp 
another. It can never be maintained, that merits of jhat measure. The*whole ques- 
the king is accountable to parliament fur tion relates to the manner in which Cthe 
Ins conduct in changing his advisers. Such measure was brought forward. As to The 
a doctrine would sap the foundations of idea of the late ministers having had an In- m 
the constitution. If the motives fur a tention to circqmrc^t die king, 1 cannot^® * 
change in his majesty’s councils be a fit the leeut g^>u\idIfor such an accusa tjpjl : 
subject for parliamentary investigation, as buLit is notcijuml** tO{c£cqmjE tfem'of 
# well might the two houses proceed to the ve/y blam^able* carelessness, ^Tid of 'the. 
election of a ministry by a ballot. — Ex- vAit of a becoming attention his ma- 
cept upon the principle here contended jfsfy. The ve^y existence of misapprehen- 
for, it would be impossible to prevent dis- ilouon so important a point, would entitle 
cussions, which! are admitted on all han<4 s f s to presume carelessness ; aud* tha^tate- 
lobe utterly ■'unfit for parliament discus-* jnentsuiade to both housespl^arliament, 
sions upon the personal conduct "8y members of the lat^tfministration? 

king, and on points at issue between him wily prove the fact. 1 cannot agree with 
Aid his ministers. To illustrate this, let it spine noble lords, who consider «his majes- 
be supposed, that the opposite principle tVs determination on tjie Catholic question 
established, that the motives foi* a as, iiiimu table*: yet when his opinion had 
change of ministers are a fit subject of par- beJui so often and so strongly expressed, 
liamentary enquiry*# and than let an e$- ItTie\ mg certaiffly a right to expect that 
tretne case be pat: let it be supposed, l\'fxl % change in bis opiuion should not be lightly 
a minister shounJ in counciP offer a gtjss presumed, without a vtery full and <Ji»t)tiq^ 
personal insult to his majesty^ a* explanation. f It app«*ir$, however, that 
yvould be an unpardonable otfencrfTrom one ministers did imagine a clilnge in bis ma- 
ifidividual to another; would there be a jesly’s opinion, upon the most vague iflfer- 
doubt that «uch a minis}#* , be his talents ences; and proceeded to act upon that 
and his virtues what jfey may, might # be suppgsition yith a levity «that would* 
properly dismissed ? Now let the supposi* scarcely Gave been becoming on a subject 
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might ha 


of the most trifling consequence* This 
condifct may fairly be considered as an act 
of peraftal inattention to the king,*requi« 
ring an I'.pology: and # when an apology 
been enpected, his majesty re- 
r hat, without atoy disposition to ex- 
H& el Si} on ' niftySftconatrued into a de- 
fiance^ViVhen the rale ministers subjoined 
to the mf?^fi of council, in which they 
agreed to withdraw the Catholic Army bill, 
the reservations which have been the occa* 
sion of so *1110011 comment, it may be 
granted to them, that tney had no disre- 
spectful intention : yet, if they did not 
take sufficient care to explain themselves, 
they have no right to complain that their 
expressions were misunderstood. T^e 
king had said nothing which appeared to 
call fof these* reservations. 'The act, to 
which they were annexed, did not imply 
the admission of any principle, to the con- 
trary. The noble and learned lord, lately 
on tlye woolsack, has himself stated, that 
the deference of njinisters to the king in 
the present circumstances did not imply 
that they must shew the same deference in 
others of more exti<?me urgency. If cir- 
cumstances should hereafter have arisen, 
such as to render the Catholic concessions 
a measure of indispensable necessity, uiili- 
otfc whiclf the affairs of this nation could 
•iio\ be carried on, it would have br- 
cc^ie the duty of mihistcis to state it to 
hii majesty as a measure without which 
,t o e y could no longer remain in office ; and 
Jk*,br*al together ridiculous to suppose thuL 
o^.oitLluve been f»f\crn(K‘d from ibis 
conduct,M\ciiuke *tht?y hild> off a'lormerV>c- 
;casion relinquished a similar treasure, at a 
time when it was to be considered as^ei 
pedient anil useful, but dot of vital ii; 
po’rt^mce tpid absolute necessity. The ii^ 
sertioiTW^eforc of these unnecessary r< 
nervations ini'ijkj fairly be considered as 
threat to renew the subject under circui 
stances of no greater necessity than til 
present. ^l/1is interpretation is confiiinjld 
fey the expression, flint the advice alluded 
to, was to be submitted from tune to time; 
4 an expression which cannot easily be h/iir-t 


not resolve upon, but conveyed to them an 
expression of his wilhnguess to overlook 
the conduct, of which he had a right to 
complain, provided he could be assured 
that he should not ny?et the like in future. 
Sdch appeal* to be the obvious spirit and 
intention of that note from the king, which 
is described outlie demand of a pledge from 
his, minister#. Though in form, that note 
does demand a pledge, such as ministers 
could nou oustitulionally accede to, yttitis 
to be considered, that this was a paper, dic- 
tated on the spur of the moment, and in 
which we are not to look for the accuracy 
of a special pleader. The spirit of it is 
essentially Iricndly to ministers, and implies 
a reluctance, on th^part of his majesty, to 
part with them, totally irreconcileahle with 
the idea thrown out by a noble and learned 
lord, that it must have been dictated by 
seciet advisers, and founded on a previous 
resolution to dissolve the administration.— 

It appears, then, that the dismissal of the 
late ministers may be fairly traced to the 
circumstances of their persoual conduct 
towards lus majesty ; and in this view of the 
matter, no one will consider it as a proper 
subject of pailiufiicntary investigation, whe- 
ther'these circumstances were or were not 
| of sufficient weight to 'induce his majesty 
to that determination. 'The noble /ords on 
the opposite side, however, abstracting alto- 
gether from those emotions and feelings, 
lrom which the ro)al breast can no more be 
exempt than those ot other ‘men, overlook- 
ing all the circumstances, which provoked 
the ultimate demand of a pledge, consider 
the subject as a dry and insulated constitu- 
tional question. It would have been un- 
constitutional, they say, for ministers to 
have given the pledge required, and there- 
fore it was unconstitutional to demand it : 
tfnd if this act was not owingito a secret ad- 
the new minivers who accept offi- 
ces, vacated in consequence of that uncon»- 
stitulional demand, must be held as as&t- 
ming the responsibility. — The principle, 
tl^it a new ministry are responsible Jor the 
dismissal of their predecessors, and fbtror*^ 
spec lively lor the measures upou which it 


eJS to those cases of impending dtsPwfctioiiJ ^Aocecds, I hold to be soudd constitutional 
to which it is now construed as applying. — doctrine, bu* the application, which is 
'Vrbfettver might be the meaning affixed by mfc^jeof that principle to the present case, 
the council to li^rfex press*.) us, it is cer- appeSf*4fcj me to be fallacious.— That the 
tainly no extravagant supposition to imagine king can da. uo wrong, ’ and that he can 
tfyattheking may have considered them as never act withoytadvice, are principles of 
a disrespectful defiance , 4 aud as such, a sulk constitutional law^w hich, like many other 
ficient ground’ for the immediate •disihi'ssal dofetrincs of the law of England, are express 
of his miuisters. This, however, he did 3ed, in figurative language, like all those 
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sent, should be founded upon it; a pro- 
ceeding which, however it may be in- 
tended by the noble persons who bring it 
forward, cannot be debated withoNijA con- 
tinual infringement of that important con- 
stitutional maxim,* that the personal ac- 

l „ i 


principles which juridical writers express 
under the form of fictions. These maxims, 
stripped of their metaphor, and translated 
into plain language, appear to me to mean : 
1st, that the king has no power, by the 
Constitution, to do any public act of govern- 
ment, but through ftie medium uf some 
minister, who is “held responsible lor the 
act : and, 2dly, That the personal actions 
of the king, not being acts dt government, 
are not under the cognizance of law,— The 
principle that the king c§n never act with- 
out advice, applies therefore only to acts 
of government. This interpretation is 
quite sufficient for the purpose, which that 
maxim is intended to effect, viz, to secure 
the people from the abuses of bad govern- 
ment, through the restraint which the fear 
of responsibility may pfit on ministers. If 
this responsibility attaches on every act of 
government, on every act of the king in his 
executive or legislative capacity, the people 
have all the security, which that maxim 
can impart ; and it would be absurd to ex- 
tend it to the personal actions of the king 
at an individual, to the occurrences of his 
domestic life, or to the circumstances 
which may arise in the course of confiden- 
tial communication between him and his 
ministers, previously u> their determining 
on any measure, which is afterwards tp 
make its appearance to tiro public as an act 
of government. — Upon a change of minis- 
try, the new nfinisters arc undoubtedly re- 
sponsible for the dismissal of their prede- 
cessors as a public act ot government; 
and where the dismissal is connected with 
any other public measure, on that like- 
wise, retrospectively, they become respon- 
sible fortbe negative of their piedecessor's 
intentions, but not foi* any private consul- 
tations, between the king and his former 
ministers, whicty did nut tyminatc in any 
public measure. In the present case, the 
demand of a pledge from the late minis^ 
ters, cunnot be considered in any dcner 
ligfit than as an occurrence of private con- 
sultation in Hie cabinet ; an occurrence 
which qptinot be a proper subject of parlia- 
-meutAry enquiry, 6ince it is only in consft* 
quence of the kaig^s permission that the 
knowledge of thufacflcould tver have conjej 
to parliament. ' That permission w^j 
granted for the Bole purpose of enabling) 
acme of bis late ministers to claa& .tfeir' 1 
characters of aspersions thrown upon them, 
4ua it is surely a most improper trespass 
Upon the generosity whbrtT*led to that per- 
mission, that a proceeding, such as the pae- 


tions of the king type not to/^f’^ade the 
subject of discussion.— Upon tlie^Me 
then it appears that the argument irdavour 
of the present motion rests entjvgfy upon 
the gross fallacy, <Jf consider!^ the demand 
of a pledge from ministers as an insulated 
fact, and their refusal as the^only assignable 
motive for dismissing them. It appears 
on the contrary, that, independently alto- 
gether of any such refusal, the dismissal 
would have been justifiable ; that, before 
the demand was made, circumstances had 
oCcurred which might naturally and fairly 
have led to Shat dismissal. .If upon recei- 
ving that minute of council, by which his 
cs misters agreed to* give up the Catholic 
bill, the king, instead of requiring that the 
reservations should be withdrawn, had im- 
mediately and without further ex plaifttion, 
sent for the seals of office, could anyone 
venture to say that the act would have 
been unconstitutional^ and shall we be told 
that the act which the king might constitu- 
tionally have done before the demand of a 
pledge, became unconstitutional after that 
demand was refused ? tl^t the jnere <^jr- 
cu instance *>f the king's having inadvyt- 
ently made a demand, which his minis^rs 
could not with propriety accede to, can oe 
sufficient to annul and bar the exeiyuse fcf 
one of the most essential prerogativesfj 
the crown? The noble lord proceedjffj 
statp, that the avowPd object 0‘f ibJTSfetJ 
to lead, to the re^mstilytiifflFt sfrAe 
ministers. However much *he might* 
r£t that a cjiange should have taken 
ace, it could by no means follow that he 
ould cuncar in machinations forf^bing 
ick upoy the king any set oj^liffwbo had 
st his majesty’s confidenH^T He argued 
Lit no practical good could ever arise from 
sijph a proceeding, even if T^^Uould suc- 
ceed ; that a ministry forced up8n the king 
without his cordial approbation never 
cpu\d be secure ; that &e only consequence 
fyomUbe.to multiply changes ; and tbg|t 
jeverychange necessarily involves much 
inconvenience to the public service. Hi 
hgreed, that it ^vas of gpculiar importance 
in the present circumstflfii&s of Europe, 
that we should have a strong and stable 
ad ministration. S^cb ; undoubtedly, tip, 
late administration was; and oi^this groun^ • 
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among others, he regretted Jhe change : ever perceive how they could fairly be con- 
but, though the fate administration was sidered as under any such pledge, and he 
dtrOe'gk it was by no nifean* to be inferred trusted they would take the earliest oppor- 
that, iwe-iurftatrd, it ftould be dually tunity of evincing the contrary, by giving 
Stiftdg. Ybe Strength of an administration to the Catholics, not merely assurances, 
depends iu^great ^pasure on the opinion, but practical proof* * that, however they 
V tfiich^ ^irepubtic dnte^tains of its perma- might resist further concessions, they were. 

before tfc^pe unfortunate transac- determined to execute in a liberal manner, 
Softs, the late administration was univdr- the laws already enacted in their favour. • 
dally supf^lgd to be* ipimovably stable. Su(;h a concfuct, he was persuaded, would 
Sudhi. an oprnTon can never be renewed, not only be more honourable, but of more 
iThffy formerly possnsed the confidence of advantage to the tiew ministers, and tend 
the king and the country, united ; now, more to promote the stability of their 
tfiey W0uld possess neither: for, whatever power, than if they should goon toencou. 
Sense the public may entertain of the great rage religious animosity, and to excite ap- 
and splendid abilities of the late ministers, prehension in the public mind for the safety 
the confidence formerly reposed in these of the ecclesiastical establishment. By 
tdlenfs, must be greatly shaken by a vit^v raising a cry of no poperx !, they might 
Of the extreme indiscretion of their late gain the assistance of a wild and fanatical 
proceedings.-^* Lord Selkirk * further ob- mob, but would excite the disgust and re- 
served, that, in the present circumstances, probation of every honest and sensible man 
he could not approve or concur in a sys-' m the kingdom. — Lord Stlkirk proceeded 
tematic opposition to an administration, to^state, that those who, in the present cir- 
whose conduct is as yet unknown. He cumslances, do not approve of the avowed 
thought them entitled to a fair trial, and principles or former conduct of the newly 
that they should not be condemned till appointed ministers, are by no means 
their measures should prove them unwor- reduced to the alternative of joining with 
fby of confidence. 4 1 is true, that many the determined partisans of the late minis- 
individuals of the present administration ters in a systematic opposition ; that there 
Are well known as public characters ; but, is ah intermediate line of conduct more 
as a government, they are a new rombinu- honourable, more constitutional, better iu 
tUtfof men, and us yet untried. He could every respect ; that of giving an indepen- 
flo/ deny, £hat many members 'of the pre- dent but qualified support fo government 
aei-i cabinet had expressed opinions on va- so long only as their measures are recon- 
fious subjects, which he did not concur cileable with the main and essential objects 
*ftth ; and that, from a view of their former of national safety. In times like the pre- 
fcp/luct, he could not avoid feeling consi- sent, a systematic opposition, maintained 
payable anxiety and/toubt, as to what by so powerful a party, must tend to em- 
c fulgre ^conduct might be: but\ he barrass the operations of government, and, 

. eouitr* not can Jr this 1 so far as* to say t\ at to waste, ia the struggle for power, that 
'tfh’ey Shodld be excluded, as utterly untftyo strength which dught to be directed against 
be' trusted. Notwithstanding the opinions the common enemy. Such proceedings 
vtftich some of them had delivered, agaiult may be fit for 6 those, whdse interests are 
iilniwtfrsfc Vhirli he highly approved, fa* ftivolved iu the re- establishment of any par- 
frUSted th'e^'Sfiuld see the wisdom’ of individual at the head of administra* 

tnaxirfi Which thfcfr-predecessors had actad tion : but those who are sensible of the'im* 
ppdft m coming into office, that, taking into minent danger of our situatipn, and wtufte 
consider a iC^jm the unavoidable mischief i)f primary object is that national safety in 
jfep£atfed (-flanges, tftey ought to acquie/ce wjiich our all is involved, will not - lje in- 
jri iti any things which they found eft a- dined to join the violent partisans of either 
Bfished, nottoithstandipg their havina/ob* side of the house. J? a* few persons of 
fctttfed'to them when first enacted. jjjfe reJ -acknowledged character, Would unite iu an 
fkrted particularly to the tneasares adopted iifdependeut' line of conduct, they must 
^Jhat session for the improvement of our mi-j*gdi$j\he confidence of the people ; though 
Htftiy v syfiteniy M tK spirit oof which he their^ndmbers might at first be small, 
arfthted would be still adhered to. It was every thing they might say would carry 
h .ftMfttUedged, that the zfew ministers were weight, and even, a small phalanx of such 
pledged to a system opposite td that of men might be amfe^to repress ebullitions 
•peftciliation b Ireland' He eoulcLnothow- of u a factious spirit, whether it should ap* 
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pear on tbe one side of the house or on 1 
the other. 

Lord Boringdon said, he thought the reso- 
lution proposed was much too vague and in- 
definite, and as such he should, before he sat 
down, make a motion for the purpose of get- 
ting rid of it without coming to any resolu- 
tion on the subject. The lattijf part of it, lie 
thought, was a kind of surprise gn the house, 
and he was of opinion that none of it &as 
Called for by any circumstances which could 
induce the house to come* to any resolution. 
It was in his mind a proposition which their 
lordships ought to entertain with much cau- 
tion, as it related so very nearly and particu- 
larly to the personal conduct of the king 
A pledge had been required from his majes- 
ty’s late ministers, respecting the bringing 
forward a particular question ; and it had 
been assumed that the picscnt ministers had 
entered into some ;;uch pledge, l ie believed, 
however, from the declaration of the noble 
secretary of state below him, that no si^h 
pledge, had been given by the present ministers. 
Indeed, there could be no occasion for asking 
it, for they had never shewn themselves fa- 
vourable to the C atholic question. He was 
also adverse to the proposed resolution on 
another ground. lie .did not think it would 
be binding on the house. Their lordships 
would recollect, that in the reign of qtirdh 
Klizabctfi, that house came to a resolution, 
while at war \^ith Spain, that the country 
should make no peace with a prince of the 
house of Bouillon; yet the quien and her 
ministers made peace very soon afterwards, 
and the resolution of the house was so much 
waste paper, and no more. I le was ready to ab- 
solve the late ministers fiom the imputation 
tvhich had been charged upon tin m, ot having 
attempted to tbice on tnc king any measure 
that militated against hi* fee lings or his con- 
science ; but he could not alv^lve them from 
negligence and inattention in the mode in whiclf 
they had conducted thfgnscivet. He adv ej f 
ted particularly to the uncertainty and ambi- 
guity contained in the Irish dispatch, and 
thought them blamcable in endeavouring to 
obtain bis majesty’s opinion through tl^e 
mediiftn of a dralt of a dispatch. He thought 
if the noble lord at the head of the late admi- 
nistration had openly *and candidly commit 
nicated directly with his majesty on this im^ 
portant and delicate subject, tbe late misun- 
derstanding could not have happened. 'As 
to • the pledge, about which so much had 
been said, he # would ask, whether, under all 
t&e circumstances which had been stated, it 
was very extraordinary the king should *- 
qiiite such a security to his peace of mind, 
Voi. IX. . 


anti to the dictates of his conscience, after the 
representation which had been given in by the 
late ministers ; and that, after a nfAal of 
such pledge, his majesty should b' desirous 
and anxious to look? for other serf ants who 
would not treat hir^ % a sir.i'mVjrnanner. 
What did the late ministeis say respV'Vwg 
this pledge ? Why, that it was not to be 
given ; they introduced therefore^ the reser- 
vation, as a sort df counterpart, and by so 
doing made it in some; degree incuifibent 
upon his majesty to call to his councils other 
men, with whom he could act more in uni- 
son. It had been more than insinuated that 
this change had been brought about by secret 
advisers, it did not, however, appear by the 
statement made by the noble lord ^Grenville} 
before the recess, that even the smallest in- 
sinuation coijd ever be made that the king 
bad acted in this matter by the advice of any 
Person whatever. Much had been said as to 
the effects this would have on the Iloitiad Ca- 
tholics of Ireland : he hoj ed, however, that 
when that body of men reflected on th* m«i- 
j ny disabilities which had. been removed by 
the gracious favour and condescension of his 
present majesty, who had, from the com- 
mencement of his reigd, shewn himself desi- 
rous to act as far as possible for their relief, 
they would remember his gracious regard to 
their situation, and would not be angry when 
they saw their complaints Wrc got set as!fle 
from any cabal, but that they would accor- 
dingly conform themselves in such a m;\i- 
ner, as to evince they had a true sense of 
their own case, and were convinced that ij/|L f 
intention remains in his majesty but to rrvjijp. , 
tain the oath he had fciken at his corjoa^frall 
Feeing that the motion in ci u de cL^jper so iJKl 
inoilpation ct the king for tlie exercise oi an # 
urxlqpbtfd prerogative, he could by no means 
assent to it, and *rould therefore Conclude by 
moving, that the house do now adj. urp.— 

J he question* having being read^IfevTn the 
■Woolsack ? 

Lord Kinnnird .suid,**Tlc was both sur- 
pi^sed and sorry to hear tTta^entiments ex- 
pressed in the noble lord’s speefi^but more 
particularly the.latter pa|t of it, uvwhlch he 
said that the Catholics yould not oh angry 
when they saw their gomplaints'were not at-, 
pnde^^o from any intrigue or cabal^ bu* 
that they *must ’solely attribute it to the will, 

.if his majesty. This, fie thought, w r as no®^ 
the happiest wjy of monciling that larg;e 
body of men to the oppositioR made to theif 
claims, or of conciliating their affections, wl*c^ 
had been *weakened%by repeated disappoint-^ 
ments. The neble lord had t(4d their lord- • 
.ships, that* he objected to the resolution, be- . 

•2 C 


\ • 
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because it would not be binding f and he had were desirous and capable of pointing out any 
quoted an instance of a resolution passed by retrenchments. In regard to dispa c 1 o 
the ho4?e about two centuries ago, that they busiuess, he had seen none equal to icm» 
would riot make peace with a prince of the for they had brought the* public business Q *• 
house of li^uibon, though the queen and her degree of forwardness that was unexamp cc . 
ministers JwL very sflkm after make peace That noble lord had als/> talked ot expe 1 13 

wj|dy^frince of that lifcuse. lie did not planned by Mie late ministers. 1 c Wi J s * 
see this applied at all to the present however, the last person in the wor w 
case, or why, if a resolution of former times should talk of Expeditions to the con jnen , 
had been delated from, ajid thereby render- wlian he recollected and maturely consn de 
cd of no avail, the house should not, at a the mad expedition to which lie nac. em 
subsequent period df time, pass any rcsolu- himself a paity ; teit on the subject ol Cxpe- 
tion which a present case might require, ditions, lie would tell the noble lord, t a 
The noble lord then addressed himself to the if one of the greatest powers on the continen , 
carl of Selkirk, and expressed himself truly if Turkey were at this moment at the feet or 
and sincerely sorry to perceive that noble this country, such a glorious event was 
earl had become so easy a con\ert to the owing to the wise, politic, and spirited mea- 
supportofbis majesty’s present iniuiMer^; sures of the late administration. He cou 
and that he had cxeited those talents, for say the same as to Monte video; an le 
which he had so great a respect, in calling greatly feared the m xt thirteen months w ou 
for the confidence of the Jiousc, on the ground not be marked by any such splendu. ant nn- 
that those new ministers were untried. Much" portant acquirements, from the com ine 
as he respected the noble earl, and highly as talents and wisdom o( the new arfd un nec 
he valued his talents, he could not, however, ministry. He was extiemely s rry to 
a«ree with him in that particular, ol their be- that attempts had been m%dc louse c 
in » untried. If hell ooked to the noble duke efforts of bigotry and superstition, ant to 
at^he head of the present adm initiation, no re-kindle the flames ot religious am mo suits, 
one could say he wasamtried. lie had been If there were those now in being who won 
in repeated administrations, none of which carry those baneful and destructive passions 
had effected any very great advantages in intoVhe very bosom and scats ol learning, and 
the country during their continuance. If would wish to revive tluj brilliant exploits ol 
h#/looked.to the i*ob!c secretary of state for the dark and barbarous ages, let tlx: effects 
the home department (l.nd Haw ktsbuiy), he toll- produced by them rest on their own 
toi well knew the efi'ect hi former d p!omn- heads, 'fills, he bi li.-ved, Whs the first time 
tic conduct had had on all our allies, to draw that secret advisers cl the king had brougn 
ar*y v®r y favourable conclu.Mous iiom it; on the downhill ot an administiation whic i 
fcjpd that if it did not assume a more favour- enjoyed the confidence ol the country, since 
tilSaspcct, it could not mil to meiit all the the time ol that great statcam in lord Chat am, 
%yt»fnr3humour whiefl hi* riglit lion, col- who had declared, that there was a power 
le\ffs •foreign secretary, (Sir. behind the throne, gieatcr thin the throne 

1 Canning f) bad then so profusely l esto\lcd it-c-lf. \ 1 1 bcfqi’e Ifis administration was in 
on it. If he looked to the* noble lord at 4ic a similar manner overturned, that great anu 
head of the war and colonial department, immortal character had laid the foundation ot 
(loifl^asllereagh,) he had gi\c« such striking ^rawing into the service of the country a largo 
specimenfr^fi the versatility of lps* g^nius^ body of the subjects ot the state, against 
that he might^h* Jy, be set down as a foster- dWlhm as many and fis violent prejudices ex- 
ing, careful, am^ttentive guardian, to whom isted as did now against the C atholics of Ire- 
we might ^y jfiiodt risk, commit the enrejof land. During a long time antecedent tomis 
the virtut^md talents of the present adininis- glorious administration, the war-whoop and 
ttation./’ A noble lf>rd, who had spoken last c*y of the country had been loudly con- . 
but two, speaking the talents of the late stnntly raised against the jacobites in the 
ministers, had asked, «in a kind oftiiuim portli of Scotland. *When that illustrious 
fihant tone, what “ All the talcnts-^fas the statesman came into office, he found the army 
Jate administration f were called) had done in a state of fiecay— and how did he raise it . 
Tor the service of the country. He, for hit Nht by fomenting the prejudices which were 
own part, thought the question might be then so prevalent, but by calling those very 
readily answered, and that highly to the jacobites into the service. He from their 
credit and honour of the iatq adminis- ranks recruited the ranks of the army : al *d 
t ration. In point of economy, he had ever a braver or more loyal set of men never fought 
found them I'eady to listen to*a!l j^rso/is who with more energy and constancy the battles 
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of their country. Such, lie bad no doubt,! record on tlieir journals, or any document 
would be the cniAof the Catholics of Ireland, on their table ; ill fine, without sucpjs basis 
if confidence were placed in them, and op- as the house would requiij? to sustain a pro- 
portunities given them to shew their gratitude feeding even on oji occasion th* most un» 
and attachment. Fo§ their endeavours to el- important. As, howflfcer, certain par tic u- 
fect this great national purpose* lie considered Jars hud been siatefl, it was indispensably 
the late ’ministers as entitled to the highest mxessary that they should be fully detailed 
praise, and as sucli the prcs&t motion had and correctly understood, in order that the 
his hearty support. * • transaction to which they ppjilied, might 

Lord Sid man th said, that the motion of lie placed in its true and proper light.* Un- 
the noble baron had relieved him from a der this impression, he relied on the pa- 
cousiderable degree of difficulty. He could lienee and indulgence of \hfeir lordships, 
not have concurred in giving a negative to whilst he laid before them such information 
it resolution which expressed regret at the us appeared to him to be material for this 
late change in his majesty's government, purpose ; which however he should not pre- 
and which also stated the impropriety of sume to do, without the sanction of that 
acceding to any pledge, that might fetter authority, under which the noble baron 
the conduct of ministers in the discharge of (lord Grenville) had himself addressed them 
their public duty. To the previous ques- on a former day. [Lord Sid mouth was here 
hon he should have objected, because he ^interrupted by the earl of Radnor ; who ob- 
was of opinion, that such a proposition as jeeted to his lordship’s proceeding in the 
that brought forward by the noble marquis detail upon winch he appeared to be enter- 
(Stafford) ought not to tie entertained un- ing,as being irregular in point of order, and 
der any circumstances ; and it therefore ap- not to be justified even by the permission 
peared to hun, that the proper mode of dis- to w hich lord S. had alluded. His lordship 
posing of it, was by a vole of adjournment, said he should liave^ given the same inter- 
— The resolution proposed by the noble ruption on a former occasion, if he had been 
marquis must be considered as arising out present when similar topics were first intro- 
of the discussion which immediately piece- duced by a noble baron, lately at the bead 
ded tlie # Faster reress, ajid the renewal # of of the government.] Lord Sidmouth^e- 
it only served to increase the regret which plied, that^ whatever might have been the 
be had felt iitj.hu time, and ever since, that objection to the agitation of rhis question 
such a discussion should have taken place, in the first instance, which he felt, and nad 
Every allowance was however to he made before expressed; he could not bqt thrQw 
for the situation and fee lings of the noble himself on the justice and impartiality*^ f 
baron ((Lenville), by whom the plana- the house, to be allowed the same ifpJf§-^ ' 
tiou had been then given. The circum- gence, which othersrtiad experiencydtivM^fc 
^Stances, which occasioned it, were new', he endeavoured to state 
and extraordinary : a^mutilated extract nt a? came within his own particular know-' 
a cabinet minute bad appeared in a public l«dge, and which, he thought, were abso- 
paprr, even previous to the c hange of go- lutely necessary to the right understanding 
verument; and no efforts Ifaff been spnrcjl of the transaction; professing at tb^Same 1 
to place the conduct of the noble baton in time, that he*was not apprektfpi^e that he 
the most unhivouraWe light. — Theseuflffrtf Should lfavc orcasiout^iricrose anything 
cymstances were sufficient to account for, which would_not b^afi^Uioned by the al- 
c*en if they did not fully justify, the steps lowancc he had rcceived/cNijistently with 
which he had taken in his own vindication, the obligation under which l&had. acted, 
Put, # wfiatever might be the cause in this as a confidential adviser of the ctowh. He 
particular iustance, it must be admitted to then proceeded to state, that -the noble ba- 
be highly desirabfU and important, thgt frou had ^serted oif a former day, thtft, qp- 
such a proceeding should not be drawn iiito on hi^ entrance into office at the com* 
precedent. Some of the consequences of it mencement of the last year, no declaration 
already began to be seriously felt. Their or pledge had been required of him on ttfe* 
lordships were now called upon to vote a subject of the Catholic qtu.etiou ; of this he 
resolution, founded on alledged facts, to be could entertain no doubt : and he fugjLher 
collected from a speech, delivered on a for- owed it tp that not^e lord, and to thoseofhis 
mer occasion, of which, consistently vyth colleagues who concurred with him (lord G.). 
the privileges of that house, there could in opvnorton that subject, to declare, that he 

no existing memorial p—but without. \my believed it tt> have been their earnest wish * 4 
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and lived intention to avoid any discussion 
of it, onspf any topics connected with it, as 
far as it could be 9 done consistently with 
what appeared to them 19 be due to their 
own character and Mm their conscientious 
‘ sen§j^of.public duty. At to himself, he had 
at the period when the late administration 
was formed, and at his first interview with 
the noble baf^% and with aright hon. gent, 
now no more, (Mr, Fox,) strongly expres- 
sed his hope tliut die subject would not 
again be agitated* in parliament, and be lud 
stated distinctly, that, if it should be brought 
forward, us his sentiments upon it did not 
depend on feelings, and opinions, enter- 
tained in any other quarter, or on circum- 
stances which were temporary, no consider 
ration snouid prevent orconlroyl his drter- 
nmied„o]vposUu/h to it. — During a period 


which indicated a probability that the Ca- 
tholics in Ireland were disposed topless the 
agitatimi of the question in pai hamt-ul : but 
soon after the romwenerment ot the pre- 
sent year, it uecame too probable, thattiu ir 
quiet forbearance was temporary, and that 


which was afforded to all other classes of 
his majesty e subjects: ayft thirdly, that 
the capacity of holding military commis- 
sions, which was conferred by the Irish act, 
should be extended to ,his majesty’s Catho- 
lic subjects in'thiB part of the united king- 
dom. Such a measure was stated to derive 
importance au<V urgency from the circum- 
staneesof the tunes, which culled for the uni- 
ted zeal and strength of the whole population 
of the empire, to cnsArie. it to cope with the im- 
mense military power, and insatiable ambi- 
tion of the enemy. — Much stress was also laid 
upon intimations given in the year l?93>by 
lord Clare in the Irish lions?* of lords, and by 
Mr. Hobart, now lord Buckinghamshire, 
then chief secretary,to the lord lieutenant, 
in the house of commons, of an intention 
on the part of the Engb&h government, to 


of more than J'2 mouthy nothing occurred. ^propose to the parliament of this country 

a measure, similar to that w hich was adopt- 
ed pi Ireland ; but though Mr. Pitt’s admi- 


nistration continued 8 years from that 
time, no such measure w?is brought for- 
|-ward, andthougl he had since been 5 years 
in office with his noble friend the earl of 


it was only by fresh concessions that t heir ■ Buckinghamshire, he had never heard of 
dissatisfaction could be resit aintd from j this supposed pledge tijl the presentocca- 
ventiug itself m the form of petitions to the eion. It had however been explained by 


legislature. — At a meeting of his in. jestv’s his noble friend on a lertpor rugiij, in 
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cabihet at eaij Spent cjV, on tin* t)lh ui IV b. 
varil us expedic-nis which hod hern sugges- 
ted* jor allaying this sort of irritation, were 
discussed, without being finally approved: 
j spa tclt, however, to the lord lieutenant 
* ^Swjyoduced by the nook* l ud at the head 
ottSe^government ; wh*jh, from a rniscon- 
fl hjrcls. it appears to 

have beei\ intended to embrace, gave rise 
to those embarrassments that ensued, Sind 
which ended in a change of'nniitstcia. That 
dispa4gh, apd die reasoning bv pinch it iv«i> 
recommefl^a^L appeared to him, and to other 


members of tWNijtbniet, to refer eXclusive^Mafe act, or to go die length proposed; 


!y to three object tu~\. fc h»cli a the attention 
of ministe^rsjwftcallcd, as was then stated, 
by coufidejmons of policy, good faith, and 
cpnsUieiyiy. Ilis mfijesty ha'ving been em- 
powered, by xhc Iris?h act of 179-3, to grant 
military commissions tn> liis Roman Cutho*J 
VS suttee ts, in Ireland; it was deenfed ne 
cessary from the cqnsiderations above sta 
< ifed, first, that persons holding commissions^ 
unde/ the authority of tbit act, should 
not ^become liable to penalties, if called 
"upon to serve in Great, Bn tain : secondly, 
that there should be secured to Roman 
Catholic officers, and soldiers, the san?e to- 
~ 'lerution in the exercise of their religion 


manner which had materially weakened, if 
not deMro>ed the argument, , which was 
founded upon it. — When this dispatch was 
fir&t under discussion, he had stall'd expli- 
citly that he would not agree to any new 
concession, and that if it was a question 
whether the king should no*f, for the first 
time, be empowered by law to grant mili- ti 
lurv commissions tc*. Ins Roman Catholic 
subjects, he should entertain strong doubts 
of tlie expediency and policy of such a 
measure ; but* it appeared to him that 
there was no alternative but to repeal the 


and it was ii( on this ground, mid to the 
extent of this act only, that his cr-ncAr- 
ronce had been given. — The dispatch was 
st*it to the king at Windsor on the evening 
of the £Hh, and returned on the following 
day with a note exposing his majesty's 
cfisappiobation of the measure which had 
been recommended ; and “ the hope he 
“ had entertained that the subject would 
“ not again have been agitated/* Iu the 
evening of the 10th, auother cabinet meet- 
ing was held ; at which a minute was pre- 
payed, describing in terms the most re- 
spectful, the precise ground on which bia 
'majesty's servauta deemed it iqcumbent 
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upon them to solicit his majesty's permis- gave notice to the house of commons, of his 
siou to propose TW parliament a clause, to intention to propose some additional 
the effect before stated, to be inserted in classes in the mutiny bilk In that light it 
the mutiny bill, then pending in the houseof was so far understood by Mr. Elliott, the 
commons; without adverting, however, to secretary to the IjifT lieutenant, that ho 
the expediency of regaling tlfe exceptions made his communication to the Catholics 
in the Irish act, or of extending the measure accordingly, and referred to the govern* 
to the naval service. To this istynute ofcabi- men t at home a question which had been 
net, which was communicated to his majesty, put to hint at a meeting at Dublin, whether it 
not by himself (lord S.) t as had been erro- was intended to repeal the limitations of 
neously supposed, but By the secretary of 41 the act of 1753 , and render Catholics ca- 
state, no answer was returned the next 44 pable of holdir^ the situations of com* 
day ; but u council being then held at the 44 mander-in-chief, master. general of the 
Queen's palace, he had previously to it, at “ ordnance, and of generals on the staffs* 
an audience on the business of his office — It must also be observed, that the dis- 
been questioned by Ins majesty on this sub- patch, according to the terms in which it 
jeet; when lie informed his majesty , that vfes conceived, was, strictly speaking, appli- 
hc had been induced to concur in the pro- cable to no* other than this limited coq« 
posed measure, as a necessary consequence struction. It proposed to give to the Ca- 
of the Ii ish act of 1793, Irom the consideui- ^holies a _ competency to 44 hold any military 
tion of which, combined with the act of “ commission whatever but 'military 
Union, it appeared to him that there wa&^io uffices, excepted *by the act of 1793 , are 
alternative but the repeal of the Irish act, not understood as being held under mi-* 
or the adoption £f this measure. His ma- litary commissions :• and it is remarkable, 
jesty declared, that he could not consent to that, in the clauses which it was intended to 
any new concession, but that, in conse- insert in the mutiny Jbill, the words, 44 or 
quenco of the Irish act, and on that accourt appointments" were added to the word 
alone, lie would take* the proposition Ins 44 commissions," as being apparently neces- 
cabinet into further consideration, and re- sary to repeal the limitations of the Irish 
turn an ^nswer on the following day.— Tlie act: and so strongly wa^ the supposed 
answer start'd, that, 44 however painful his port of theje words impressed «n the minds 
" majesty i.ad found it, to reconcile to Ins of some most intelligent members of (the 
feeling** the removal of objections which other house of parliament, that, for thepiir- 
“ may haw. the most distant lefeience to a pose of giving effect to their opinion' of the 
quotum, which had already been the sub- expediency of confining the measure to tl^J | 
“ ject ol such frequent and distre&siug re- Irish act, they had intended to propose, 

44 flection, he would not, under the 1 ircuni- the additional words 44 or app^mtifpied^* 

44 stances, in which it was so earnestly should be oyiitted ; which 
* pressed, and adverting^ particularly to have rendered the clauses not only conform-* 

“ w hat took place in 1793, prevent his mi- able # to their wishes, but to the terms of the 
uisters irom submitting, for the conside- dispatch of the 9 th of February, as well as to 
44 ration of his parliament, tfte propriety qj what he had conceived to be the*true*con* 

44 inserting the proposed clauses in the mu- Struction of it. It therefor^ip$ears, that 
4 tiny bill. Whilst, however, the kin^ftfThe dispatch itself, aswpH*£&uie reasoning 
44 far reluctantly conceded, he thought it upon whicbjt*«S' - fecc^^ was not 

4 * ifccessary to .declare that^e could not go calculated to impart to hismhraly's mind a 
44 one step lurther.” — lienee it appeared knowledge of the extensive import -which 
evideiit, # t hat liis majesty conceived the pre- it was actually intended to contey: and 
posiuon to be grounded cutirely on the act tljat it was not only not Extraordinary that it 
°i[ no °fker object thag Should ha^e been understood by hisifiajw* 

that of extending its operation to Great ly in a limited sense, but that it would be 
Britain. This, as he had befort stated, was justly a matter of surprise if it could hava 
the light in which it had been regarded, not been viewed in # any other light. — Lord Sid-*'' 
f by himself, but by other members of mouth then prbceeded to State what had 
! the cabinet. By the lord chancellor it had occurred after he had learnt that the 
rf en described to his majesty on the 1 1 th of sure was designed t*> be carried beyond tfce 
February, as nothing more than a corollty-y provisions of tl^e Irish act. Hi? own objee* • 
irom that act $ and in this view of it, lord, tions were* immediately stated to th^ noble 
tfowick, on a subsequent day CFeb. jb), lord at the head of the government; accoo** 

« • 
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pfttiiad by a declaration, which way fre- 
quently repeated on subsequent occasions, 
of the necessity under which he should feel 
himself of opposing the *extensiou in par- 
liament. A few day Afterwards, upon be- 
ing informed by the judge-ad vocate-gene- 
ral, that he had been directed to prepare 
clauses, to be inserted in the mutiny bill, 
which would have the efK.»ct of repealing 
the limitation* in thp Irish act, he went to 
the Foreign office, the noble baron (lord 
Grenville) being out of town, and expres- 
sed to lord Howick his own sentiments re- 
specting the measure, and his conviction 
that the extent of it was not understood 
by the king; and he owed it to that noble 
lord to declare, that he manifested the nt* 
most anxiety, ^hat means should he taken 
to prevent or obviate any misapprehension 
on the part of his majesty, before the rnea-, 
sure was submitted to parliament. On the 
return of the noble baron (Grenville), he 
made * similar communication to his lord- 
ship ; and on the 1st of March, this sub- 
ject was discussed in cabinet. — At that 
meeting, he (lord S.) 4 declared his persua- 
sion, founded on his majesty’s language to 
himself on the 11th of February, and on his 
majesty's answer tu the minute ot cabinet 
on, the 12th, that his majesty was not aware 
of the extern of the proposed mp asure, and 
likewise expressed Ins own sense oJ the in- 
dispensable necessity of putting an end to 
all doubts on a point ot so muth dtlicacy 
| 'mid importance. The noble baioh, how- 
\f then stated, tint he had seen his nm- 

»ty»onUhe llthof Ffb.. subsequently to 
. thV^enc J Tlftj u*g*icn ted to hitnsqlf (lord S.), 

* and that<iehad no reason to doubt bis ma- 
jesty's full comprehemion # of the mra&un , 
as now' intended to be submitted to parlia- 
merffc After much di&cu-sioa, it was pro- 
posed by^ldll o w i c k , tu transmit to hi^ 
majesty a cop^*W6*jhe clauses intended rfT 
be inseited ^ftLvs-rfv.bjU Of this 

suggestiof^^flord S. ) declared his entire 
approbation ; but kidded, that it would be 
necessary tor him f io accompany the 1 com- 
inunication ‘of these clauses, with a note 
from^himself, expressive of bis djssent irom 
"those parts of them, which earned the mea- 
sure beyond what lr.c had understood to be 
intended by the dirpatch to c the lord lieute« 
nant,of the 9^°* Feb., and the minute of 
cabinet, of the subsequent day. In the re . 
ink however, the suggestion of sanding the 
'Clauses was/iot then adopted, and np com- 
$iujmpaliun on this point was diadc from, 
thfecabinet to the king. In the evening of 


the following day, he pressed the re-consi- 
deration of the subject op^lord Grenville, 
and was informed by his lordship iu 
answer, that the clauses had been sent on 
that day to his majesty; — they w’ere ac- 
companied, as he had since learnt, by a 
dispatch to th«j lord lieutenant, and a note 
from the secretary of state. On the Tues- 
day Evening (March the 3d) he found, that 
the clauses were returned by the king with- 
out any comment? from which circum- 
stance, his majesty’s acquiescence had beeu 
inferred ; an inference somewhat hastily 
drawn, as he thought, and a upon insufficient 
grounds. — On the tollowing day, he waited 
on his majesty at the Queen's palace, on 
his official businessv and then stated, at 
an audience, what it would have been 
more satisfactory to him to have expressed 
in a note at an earlier period, and which 
he should have had an opportunity of do- 
in& if the clauses had been communicated 
to his majesty, in consequence of a minute 
of the cabinet. On that day the king ha- 
ving been fully apprised, not only by him- 
self, but by lord Howick, of the nature and 
details of the measure, communicated to 
lord, Howick his sentiments, in a manner 
which had unquestionably been misunder- 
stood by that nol^e lorA : but it vas also 
an indisputable fact, that it was intended 
by Ins majesty explicitly to* declure that 
his consent was confined to that part of the 
measure to which he had before reluctantly 
acceded, vi^. the extension of the act of 
1793 to (»reat Britain.-*— On the Friday 
following, it having been judged proper to 
relinquish the mode of proceeding by, 
clauses in the tylutiny bill, lord Howick 
uiONcd the h^ute of commons tor leave to 
bring in a bill, the object of which was to 
fr'pen both army and navy, without restric- 
tion or limitation, to the Catholics and 
l t^s,euters of the Uifited Kingdom. The 
bill was a< cording ly brought in, and ordered 
to be read a second time on. Thursday ffte 
12th of March. Under these circumstan- 
ces, and having beeu apprised of'the fa- 
vourable manner in which lord Howick’s 
proposition appeared to have been received 
m the house of commons, he (lord S.) 
wrote, on Monday the 9th, to lord Gren- 
ville, stating, that “ lie found it impos- 
“ sible to act up to his own opinions on 
“ parts of this bill, in the manner which 
“ their influence on his mind necessarily 
‘^required, and, at the same time, to s.t- 
“ tisfy his sense of what was due to the 
“ gpvcrnment of which he was a member,’’ 
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On the next ^y, he had, a conversation on 
the subject wnh^the noble baron, and, on 
the day followhnj, he informed hiiii, by 
letter, of luiraelehnination to retire from 
the olHce O^jesident of the council, “ as 
41 the onl^ course he could pursue with jus- 
44 lice tfr^hc noble lord, and with honour to 
** himself. On that day, (March the lltb), 
he made a communication tqfhis majesty to 
a similar effect, and immediately leceked 
his majesty’s gracious commands to re- 
main m his ofiice. The? noble baron (lord 
G.) having also expressed to bin), by let- 
ter, his wish, that his resolution might be 
suspended, he acquiesced, upon a distinct 
understanding, tffat he was to be considered 
as completely at liberty to take such steps 
as lie might think proper for opposing the 
bill then before parliament. — On that day 
(March the lltli), his majesty expressed to 
lord Sidmouth in strong terms, us soon us 
he entered his closet. Ins surprise at the ex 
tent of the proposition which had' bgen 
opened m the house of commons; his ma- 
jesty having, as tie conceived, apprised lord 
Ilowick, on the preceding Wednesday, of his 
decided repugnance to that part of it which 
went beyond the Irish act of 1793. There 
could he no possible.doubt but that op this 
pointlord Howickhad misconceived iiisma- 
jesty. # Lord H. wfts incapable of opening* a 
proposition in the house of commons in his 
official character, contrary to the known 
opinion of the king, and in the face of his 
authority. Lord Howick however stood not 
in need of any farther vindication on this 
subject ; ample justice had been done him 
by the gracious declaration of his sovereign. 
'It should be staled, that, on that day, 
lord Grenville was dis^uctly informed by 
his majesty, that to that part of the bill 
which exceeded the limits of the act of 17.93 
he could not be induced logfte his consen^ 


these circumstances, he (lord S.) entertain- 
ed a hope, which he expressed to the noble 
lord at the head of the government, that 
the bill might be so modified as to free it 
from objections which* were evidently in- 
superable : that hoo^ was however disap- 
pointed. — On the 15th, a meeting was held , 
of a large majority of his majesty’s confi- 
dential servants, to which neither the lord 
chancellor, the ofcief justice of the king's, 
bench, nor himself, were summoned^ and 
of which they were nolappnsed. At that 
meeting, it is understood that a minute was 
prepared, declaring a willingness to aban- 
don the bill, bdt accompanying the offer 
with certain reservations, which were, be 
thought, deeply to be lamented, and which 
appear to have been the immediate cause of 
the events which ensued#— The effect on his 
majesty was such as might liave been ex- 
pected. He probably apprehended that a 
question from which he had alre&dy suf- 
fered so much, was never to be at rest : that 
his mind, made up as it was from & com- 
bined sense of religious’ and politicial obli- 
gation, was to remain perpetually exposed 
to a recurrence of inq^ortuuity and anxiety. 

1 laving expressed his hope, but a short time 
before, that he might not again be distressed 
on this subject, he now required that he 
should hear of it no mo/e ; an<} claiorcd 
from his ministers a written declaration^ 
that effect. This he (lord S.) 'understood 
to be the case ; though at the time when he 
was speaking, he had neither seen .the mi- 
nute of his late colleagues, nor his majesty'a | 
answer. lie believed, however, that 
statement was corrtfct; and he hyl noh&i* > 
tation in declaring, that, w 'kr\i lif> f^i-d ge . 
whatever that was to fetter him in the per-* 
fornfance of his public duty, he would never 
accept office, nor reuiaiu in it. But this 
requisition was to be considered* witlftefe- 


■ — lVoni this statement, lord Sidmouth said , K ence, not only to the abstaac£' principle 

it appeared, that his* majesty, having which he tinj^l jhrHT Ill be no 

ccived the cluuses on Tuesday the 3d of 
March, took an opportunity, on the fallow- 
ing day, of expressing to Iok! Ilowick, in 
person,* his objection to the extent to whieh 
the measure was proposed to be carried : that 
his majesty, unawAg that he had not beep 
so understood by his lordship, inanifesteil, 
on the 11th, (the day on whith his majes- 
ty was next at the Queen's Palace) his sur- 
prise at the proposition which had been 
si/bmitted to the house of commons ; and 
on tli at day declared his sentiments to lord 
Grenville in a manner upon which no nus- 
conception appears to have arisen.— Under 


the peculiar 

nature of the case, and to tnNwrcsi instances 
with which it was attended, fte question 
to which it applied wasVot, in his* majesty's 
estimation, merely polftical ; it was one of 
honour aiid of conscience, connected* with 
the deepest souse of public duty, and of 
religious obligation ; deliving its importance 
•from the conditions which established the 1 
house of Brunswick on tHfe throne, and 
which at the time of his coronation had Jreen 
solemnly, ratified by himself. — Was it then 
possible for thg house of lor^s to fix cm , 
their jp urtials a recorded ceueure of % a step 
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which could only be ascribed tcfsuch feel- with- justice, and with the beal principles of 
Mgs, and such principles? For his own the constitution, as this Deposition ap- 
tpart, lftid he been one of those to whom peared to him to be, i(^vsi also objec- 
the answer was addressed, he should have tionable, because the suppostetori wl*ch-it 
considered it in no other Kgbt than as a pain- implied, even* under its moot' £ivc£ ruble 
fol but decisive proof,1tyit he no longer pos- interpretatioq, was utterly unwar r^ptcd by 
sessed that portion of the royal confidence, experience. He denied, that ih^re was a 
which could afford him a prospect of car- pretence for imputing to the august perso- 
rying on the government, to the satisfaction nage, whose p£me, and whose conduct had 
of his majesty ; and he shbuld accordingly heed too much brought into discussion, a dis- 
have asked permission to retire from his position to listen to secret advisers. That 
service. Such wpuld have been his conduct ; great and distinguished man, who had served 
and here was a material point of difference his majesty with unrivalled ability, and wilh^ 
between his late colleagues and himself, signal benefit to his country, duriug a pe- 
He could not forbear adding, that his ma- riod of 17 years, had, to his own personal 
jesty, he was confident, had no intention knowledge, rendered ample justice, in this 
to part with his ministers, previous to the respect, to his royal master; and to his at- 
communication of the 15th of March : anti testation he thought 9 it incumbent upon him 
he bad no othey reason for supposing that I to add lus own, founded on an experience 
such warhis intention afterwards, excepting of that degree of confidence which fixes ilie 
as far as he thought it might be inferred from < most unqualified, but at the same time the, 
hi smajesty's answer. Lo'rd Sidmoulh then moq honourable responsibility on a servant 
proceeded to state what appeared to him to of the crown. — It had however been said, 
be thc*meaning and tendency of the noble that to resist such a motion would be to 
marquis's motion. lt\vas founded on the excite and justify apprehension and distrust 
supposition of a wrong done ; and that, by in the minds of the Catholics ; feelings ill 
the intervention of a secret adviser ; a sup- suited to the spirit of toleration, and to the 
position unsupported by evidence, or by any benignity, by which his majesty's whole 
reasonable presumption, and therefore reign-lud been so eminently distinguished, 
manifestly inconsistent with justice. No T # he great body of the Catholics, he was 
he s^id, could feel more strongly than persuaded, wouMbot forget the liberal and 
himself the Sound wisdom of that gi cut con- magnanimous policy, of which they had ex- 
vtitutional principle, that the king can do perienced the advantage sin cfe his majesty’s 
no wrong: Unit is, that for every act ol accession to the throne. It was during the 
executive government, there must be a ir- present mgn, that the penal code, and 
f sponsible adviser. llul he contender!, that various disabilities, to which they had been 
if t|iei-e were many functions of the sovereign, liable for nearly a century, were done away ; 
‘wh'ic.ls, though strictly.Tegitirnate, not only and they were therefore fully assured that 
.migbtp&ftlSmiar-be f»erfurmed*wilhout any nothing could be withheld frum them in* 
*tuch responsibility being attached to tjjein, consequence of * wllnt of benevolence on 
and which must therefore considered as the part of their sovereign. 11 is majesty's 
the personal acts of the king. Of these the gracious disposition, so long tried, and 90 
constitution does not take cognizance ; nor frequently manifested, was, they well knew, 
can they fiNj ^sub jects of public digcussionJ^mly restrained and limited by a sense of 
In the presenwRiSw^^ce, there were few im clnty to his whole people, and by his viewr 
deed who did np^elTev^^w^^V^answe^ of the obligations which at the time of his 
,was theaas^T of the king himself; that it coronation, hpv’been solemnly contracted 
proceeded iron i the un instigated impulse of by himself. — It was not, however, t true in 
bis own heart. If jo, (and there was not fcfct, as had been stated by a noble lord who 
only no evidence, but no rational prt r had spoken against the original motion, that 
SvmpVmn to the contraty,) where.did the re- .the obstacle to the Wishes of the Catholics 
Solution point ? To the throfie, to the king “ was to be found in the honourable and 
himself! Such, he was bound to admit, % * conscientious feelings of the king.” This 
( could not be the intention of the noble* position he absolutely denied. . A decisive 
marquis, or of (hose who supported the mo- obstacle was to be found in the declared 
tioQfj; but such was its obvious and neces- opinion of parliament, and in the prevail* 
•ary direction, and Buck? must be its effect, iug and undoubted sentiments and feelings 
« From these (Considerations* he was. com- ofrthe peo a le.— What, however, were, in 
, . polled .to resist it.— Inconsistent/, however, i fact, the claims against which the door said is 
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. fo be shuti Claims, for the success of though, to increased portion of political 
which no Am degree of solicitude had power was withheld from them' from cousi- 
' either beenlsplkssed, or could be felt, by derations of policy and expedieifcy, they 
tbeVrettCSSass of the catholic community are in other respects precisely orf the same 
in iMSCtetf kingdom. It* had been said, footing as all otbter classes and descriptions 
that tWpoJicy of ttie measure, which had of his majesty’s sheets, entitled to equal 
lately bShMO much discussed, was to sub- favour and equal protection,— This was U»e 
stitute a system of conciliation for one of system upon which Ireland was governed 
persecution. He was, however, at a loss in the time of lord Hardwicke, (a system 
to conceive, at what period pf his majesty’s congenial to tb§t which, at the same period* 
reign it would now belaid tliat a spirit oi was adopted in England) ; and, as he had 
persecution had been manifested by the go- the happiness of thinkiqg,. with general 
vernment, or the legislature, towards his satisfaction and success. In Ireland, whilst 
majesty’s Homan Catholic subjects. His it animated the zeal of the loyal, it had 
majesty’s accession had, on the contrary, also the effect, in many instances, of calm* 
been, as lie had before stated, the aera not mg the turbulent, and of sileuciug, if not 
only of an enlightened toleration, but of a of reclaiming, the disaffected. During 
liberal and enlarged policy towards persons lord Hardwicke's administration, there* was 
of the Roman Catholic persuasion in every no agitatidh in Ireland oq the ground of 
part of the kingdom ; and, with respect to catholic claims, aud it was a well known 
Ireland, it could not be seriously contended fact, that Emmett,* whose despeiaie project * 
that of late years, to say the lea*t, suc h a was occasioned by other causes, 'declared, 
spirit had appeared to ac tuate the go\%rn- a short time before his execution, that such . 
nient of that pkrt of his majesty’s domi- was the impression generally produced by 
nions. No one would impute it to the ad the lenity and liberality of the government, 
ministration of the duke ot Bedford : that f h*t, if he had delayed his attempt only 
of lord Hardwicke was a subject of general * or a few weeks, i^ would have met with 
and unqualified panegyric : and he would su little support as not to afford any chance 
ever contend, that 'whatever iustanees o, f 'hatever ot success. It did not, therefore, 
violence and cruejjy might have occurred appear to him, that, for tlvl v purpose of 
duringthe disastrous period of the rebellion, tranquillizing the minds of Cptholic^ it 
they were in no degree imputable to the was necessary to agree toHliis motion, 
system of government either in Ireland, or That object could alone be obtained byV 
fit home. Without recurring to an earlier wise, and temperate system of govern* 
period, he would only add, that in the year nient; by firmness without rigour, and by 
1793, the measuies adopted towards the conciliation without concession.— He then! 
Catholics in Ireland had not only been stated, that the intent of the motion of the - 
marked by a spirit of toleration and libe. "oble marquis was Evidently to censiare* the \ 
■ralitv which he admired and applauded, dismission ^f his majesty*'* late sq listers* 
but by a prodigality df ooucession, which and/tlie practical tendeucy of • to rai&d 
broke down the constitutional barrier be- the credit of ti\g former government at the 
tween Catholics aud Protesfcwts, and made expence ot the present, so as to effect the 
it, as he admitted, very difficult to tuke*a removal of the one, and the reinstatement 
distinction in point of principle, betweenj of the oqber. From, the mpftfltfi abstract* 
what hud been granted and what was with- eHly taken, he couldjge^tiitsent; but he ^ 
hqjd. For himself, who thought that too disappi»eamd**dHflFTi3TO,^and still more 
much had been granted, competent of the mode of pursuing xk.- lie consu 

to say that he would not consent to grant dered the chapge of governmtih as -a pub* 
mo ref He was convinced that concessi&n he misfortune, particularly in the present 
beyond the point at which it had long since -tfatp of this country, and of E irop=. ^ but 
arrived, instead of bting the cure, wasanri he would*not 04 that account cofl<?ur«jn 
would be a fresh cause of discontent ; that, attempting to’force back the late ministem 
to preserve the tranquillity of Ireland, it into the councils of tbe king. He ac* 
was necessary to act on a firm, steady, and ’knowledged tilths coeld n<»t contemplate • 
at the same time temperate system : to ab- the present administration Without feelings 
stain from raising hopes, which could nei- of anxiety and distrust, though he l^pd a 
the? be realised, nor disappointed, without high opinion of some of the mefcibers of itj 
public inconvenience and danger ; but, sat and for the noble earl in particular, at thg • 
the same time to let the Catholics feel, that# head bf toe ordnance, he entertained the 
Vo L. IX. .2D 
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amt affectionate respect, founded on an tore concludes, that the rescttiitionof my 
ictteveourse of friendship, which had nei uoble trend is directed apfe st the cha- 
lkier abefted bor been interrupted during a racier of my sovereign ; Jrotlrlo contend, 4 
period of near 40 years. But, on the that a question, involving thV^uidu^t of 
present occasion, he waeivt called upon the executive government, w m Avcjr, in 
%o weigh the merits of Aq new government, : he history of juis country, submitVaj/ to the 
but to discharge a duty to his sovereign, decision of ihe legislature, iq^rffuch the 
and to the constitution of his country ; principle of responsibility was more clearly 
and the difference between one set of mi- and accurately ascertained. The noble vis- ' 
Bisters, and another* important as it uu- couift has argued, that in order to make 
questionably was, aqd particularly at such valid the charge against secret advisers, it 
fccrisi*, appeared to him to be of less mo- mnst be proved, that the advice was given 
ynent, than the difference between reducing previous to the adoption of the measure* 
the monarch to a cypher* and sup- Vo this doctrine 1 cannnot subscribe, be- 
porting him in the full exercise of his con- cause 1 am convinced that constitutional 
•tiitutional authority* These reflections, responsibility embraces not only advice 
however, applied solely to the appoint- given previous to the measure taken, but 
saent of ministers, and not to the mea- goes us well to a passive acquiescence in 
aures of government. — Lord Sidmouth deliberating, us to un active assistance in 
concluded with saying, that he thought it carrying them into effect. Suppose, for in- 
incumbent upon him to &tate some particu- stance, that a dispatch was sent to the 
lars which appeared to him to be material, lord lieutenant of Ireland, and that the 
.. in order to place in its true light a trans- uobte secretary for the home de partment 
Actionfwbicb, he repeated, ought never to was ignorant of its contents; if he after- 
have been the subjet* of public discussion ; wards contributed in the slightest degree to 
though the conduct of tbe great personage, give efficacy and extent to that dispatch, 
who bad beenso muck) alluded to, must, lie then I do affirm that he would be, in the 
was confident, appear to have been such as to spirit of the constitution, fully responsible 
give him a fresh claim, if possible, to the ve- to tlus house and to the country, for the 
iteration, p&ction, and gratitude of his peo- consequences of that measure, whatever 
pie,, In his vote yn the question before the they might be. But, let us viewnhe cir- 
■ fame, his (oadsbipsaid he should l>e actuated cumstances of this transaction. Let us, 
a determination to discountenance any my lords, consider the vaiSuus links by 
proposition which might be considered as which the appointment of the new ministry . 
tending, even by ihe most remote construe- is connected with tbe causes which led to 
i lion and inference to throw an imputation on the change in his majesty’s councils. The 
% the conduct of the king, or to fetter and con- noble lords on the opposite side, pretend 
f troal tiis n^aiesty in thecxercise of his lawful not to be ignorant ol the events, and of 
prerogative'; aiutvntfcese grounds ne should those circumstances which immediately led' 
support the motion for tbe adjournment. to the result. With'such information, they 
The Earl of Lauderdale rpse and said assisted in executing the threat which was 
My lords, in the course of my public life, 1 neld out to qf>tain the w ritten assurance 
nevei* heal’d a proposition more calml), irom the late ministry ; and, therefore, in 
end deci$«^y argued, than the propo- 1 my opinion, the responsibility upon them is 
aitiun which naVofayiight been subinittlS much stronger. I will go further, andcon- 
aiy noble frifcprf^ijTtfc^^ of tend, that the very acceptance of their 

this hou is%* 4rad never, myjprds, was a offices, after )t& knowledge* they admit to 
mqde of aaftder substituted, I will not only have, of such a pledge being demanded, is, 
toy* more unfair, I5ut more* calculated to irfthesouud doctrine of the constitution, a 
qxcite unfounded prejudices, to propagate, sufficient ground for hplding his majesty’* 
tkyjMghout tbe county fsdoctrjne which present ministers responsible, both for tbe 
. muet inevitably tend tc produce improper changes which have taken place, and the 
fiselifljgi, and to mislead tbe general deci- pledge which* has been required. Were hi* 
••ion. Some noble lords have talked a great* majesty's present ministers even to say, It is 
• 4eal of conscientious scruples, and under true, we know that such a requisition was 
tbe pretext of those scruples, they would made, but we were not parties to it, and 
call upon ystor lordships/* o judge of a con- even for ourselves have refused; still the 
•titptional question. Next* tbe noble vis- constitution considers them responsible. 
J&tmt (Sidmouthj apprehends, iad there- in fhe good times of this country, when the 
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Irong feelingly constitutional jealousy ac- 
tuated every the state, there was no 

arghfttentjjpji^xciise, no palliation, for any 
inroad Wp j^yust and acknowledged privi- 
leges people. When myjord Somers 

himself, rhqiuble statesman, to whose ta- 
lents and patriotism the couq/ry was so pe- 
culiarly indebted, when even he, 1 say, 
pleaded to parliament, upon the discusSiou 
of the Partition Treaij, that he was no 
party to the measure, it refused to listen to 
the justification. It spoke in the sound, 
stern, and salutary language of the constitu- 
tion, that he who^ssists, that he who lends 
his name and sanc tion and character to 
carry it into execution, is the lesponsibh 
person. At whatever period it might be as- 
certained that he engaged in it, or whether 
there were others who had previously intro- 
duced it, was not a matter of much conse 
quence. The country has a concurrent 
judgment against them all, might bning 
them to the bar/)f this or the other house 
of parliament, and arraign them for the mis 
chiefs which were the result. What was 
lord Dane's case? lti his own defence lie 
produced a letter, that was written by the 
king's order. But it did not avail iim : 
wherever it originated, he was lesponsibje 
for the execution.* The *p rebt ' nt ministers 
might say, We have not agreed to any sucli 
pledge. Theemsuer was, that in receiving 
their offices, they were bound by the spirit 
of that requisition, that they had virtually 
given it. Having shewn the late adminis- 
tration as a warning, the executive could 
,say f You know the conditions upon which 
•you are called to my councils; you aie 
aware of the kiud of im?n suited to my opi- 
nions, In tact, the very nature of the 
transaction, proves to the^nost common 
understanding, that his majesty himself 
felt he was acting under advice, and of 
course with his advises, subjected to con- 
stitutional responsibility. The noble lord 
hifiisclf, who aits on the v^J^ack, must feel 
that his majesty was of that opinion, and 
therefore we may account for the expedites 
determination, in ty o hours, of that noble 
lord— a shorter intertal of time than he \\»$ 
usually expected to make up his mind in. 
But, to advert to the administration so 
lately formed, I am at a loss to judge in 
Mthat manner the contradictory opinions of! 
the component parts can be reconciled ? 
How can we reconcile the opinion of the 
secretary of state for' foreign affairs (Mr, 
Canning^, as formerly expressed, witl^ his 
present connection with the noble secretary 


for th’e home department t or in what 
manner reconcile the immutable opiftion of 
the latter noble secretary jwith the repeated 
pledges of his colleague at the head of the 
colonial departmenjp(lurd Castlereagh) to 
the Catholics of Ireland ? Were these con* 
tradictions,to be got rid of, in what way can 
we conceive the repeated and lougcontinued 
attachment and promises of the noble duke 
(of Portland) at the hgad of his majesty’s 
councils ! Consider the p/esent ministry, < 
my lords, in theirsindividual characters, or 
in their collective capacity, and you must 
conclude in one of these two opinions* 
either that there is no principle or Cement 
of union amongst them, or that they liave 
a^ieed to give up every doctrine and .opi- 
nion to which they were # most sacredly 
pledged. — The noble earl £ere took a re- 
trospective view of* the parliamentary opi- 
nions of some of the leading members of the 
present cabinet, - and on the views they en- 
tertained of the necessity of catholicreman*' 
cipalion. If that question was not now dis*- 
cussed, or brought forward before parlia* 
ment, it was not owipg to the exertions or 
delicacy of the present ministers, but to the 
genuine loyalty and unfeigned affection of 
his majesty’s late ministers. lT£>mst repeat, 
that he had no hopes of gny greqt national 
objects beipg accomplished by the pres&tt 
administration, for they had not the advaiA 
tage to be well connected with any consi- 
derable body of persons in either house pf 
parliament. Tlfcy had nothing on which 
to depend, except the personal favour of*- 
their sovrfeign andMhe sheer mguenee* of ^ 
the crown, having rendered \hemselves; 
obntj^Tous to all those who loved indef>e»-* 
dence, by the sqprility with which they bad 
accepted their situations, having recognised , 

I the pledge which their predecessois seethed ; 
presides yhich, the discordaj^ity&terials of 
Jflych they were mad ejaiyieft no room to 

In 1 1 Imj fljniMiiffU ffii? him differ*. 

ing so essentially as they mM done on the 
must essential'points; and upffu none more 
than on thevfcry point vpiich had occasioned 
their conring\uto power. But it waaaaid 
that the ieotiocWnff before the hoaseVs** 
a mere abstract pfepoefflon, and as such, 
unnecessary to be voted ; now, be admitted 
it to be an abstract proposition, but he denied* 
that on that account it was^imijecessary- to • 
be voted ; on the contrary, Itf thought i^_ 
became absolutely* necessary Unvote it, ^ 
account of what had happenqfi previous to, 
the cMsaifsaal of the late ministers, ^fcd oa^ 
accouut of the terms on which the poseur 
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ffunisters came' into office ; for the maxim, 
that the king can do no wrong, had been 
brought into grog danger by the conduct 
of the present ministers* if it had not been 
overthrown by it* What was meant by the 
maxim, {hat the king could do no wrong? 
Did that maxim mean so absurd a proposi- 
tion as that the king was formed by the hand 
of God without delect, and different from 
every 'oilier mortal } Certainly nothing so 
ptupid as that idea could enter a sound un- 
derstanding but it niegnt, that as all go- 
vernment was originally founded for the good 
ofthepeople,andasourshad been fortunately 
•0 kept up a long while, the people had a 
right to say, when any mischief was done in 
government, there was a fault some where ; 
and it was convenient to fix it on some other 
person or persons than the king ; and as the 


king followed advice iii-his arts, it was saic^ of the king, in a case' in which it is mani- 

- .1 -I ■ I A. ___l »* l- * * .1.. 11 1 I 


that the king can do no wrong; but, when 
ever any thing was amiss in his government, 
it was*considered, not as the act of the king 
but the act of his advisers. That adviser 
was responsible to the people ; and it was 
Upon this principle that the maxim that the 
king can do no wrong", was founded. Hence 
the present tesolution became necessary to 
support ( .thwr maxim, because the present 
1 ministers had come into office in direct 
isolation of* the 'fundamental principles of 
Ahe constitution ; and unless the house mark- 
ed that act with its disapprobation, part of 
that constitution would be lost. For these 
reasons, the present resolution had his most 
"beany concurrence. 

i^urd Mjdlgrave observed, that notwith- 
a standing the violent epithets by the 
• noble lord who had preceded him, he should 
discuss this question coolly on its x own 
grounds. He contended that a resolution 
like*the present was not to b% found in any 
part of' ^unparliamentary History. 1J0| 
reminded thm Uugkhips of what fook pi, 
in 1763« whenj^cISl^ re- 

moved ; jve jtfw then what we see now, 
an administration .discharged^ greatly dis- 
Xatis^ed on account of its'ifcmoval. Op- 
yfosttloa carried with it greyit talents, bpt 
little discietiow ^marked its con- 
duct on the subject \*;’nch was the cause 
df its removal: bvu not then as’ now, did 
such resolution appear; nor was tha 
king's Same used so treely'then as on the 
prfetent occasion ; and here he could not 
jbelp' remitting their logdships of # the esta- 
blished ralCf by which it was he)d # disor- 
derli^to mention the king's ifama in a 
hou it ot parliament to influence a debate. 


He thought that the late ministers had beer * 
puffed up by silly andjdmpattery, as if 
they possessed All the IwenMrfthis co 
try, and it ifiade them thiq^^jg'could 
dictate to the crown but this to 

be done by them, nor by any se^oi men in 
this kingdom. It was said, tKSJtthe course 
they were no^.pursuing had been rendered 
necessary by tha conduct of their sove- 
reign ; but that was not so, they were not 
put upon their defSnce, although they were 
pleased to say so. Their sovereign made 
no charge against them ; but under the 
idea of making their defence, when they 
were not charged with ''any thing, they 
thought themselves at liberty to say some- 
thing by which they«ought to impute some- 
thing to the conduct of somebody whom 
nobody knows, whom they call the adviser 


test his majesty could not have had any 
adviser ; and, as far as his own individual 
feelings went, he must sa^ that be felt con- 
siderable doubt of the propriety of making 
the disclosures which had been made in this 
case. The oath of a privy counsellor had 
been much insisted on ; but that did not call 
on them for their ownjustification in a case 
wherein there was no charge made against 
them, to bring forward resolution^ in par- 
liament indirectly tending to reflect on the 
conduct of his majesty. The substance of the 
measure before the house was, whether his 
majesty did not from the first signify his 
discontent to the measure which was pro- 
posed by the lute ministers in favour of the 
Catholics. There was no question but that 
his majesty gave his reluctant and tardy, 
consent to the ^clauses in the mutiny bill ; 
that he meant to confine the whole matter 
strictly to the Irish act of 1793 ; and that 
Jjis majesty tl&n said he would not go one 
step further: and the papers now before 
the house established beyond dispute that 
lact. Now, considering how the business 
was conductedjtpon this, the measure 'at- 
tempted to ra carried was grounded on 
the idea of preserving peace in ligand; 
grounds on which his majesty's late mi- 
nisters could iiotthent&lves agree, and yet 
they went on with the measure after they 
knew that lfis majesty could not assent 
to it according to his own conscientious 
sense of the oath which he took at bis 
corouation — an oath which his majesty 
was awfully impressed with 'the convic- 
tion of us being registered in heaven. 
These ministers considered whether they 
cotild mend the act of parliament which 
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\ht into the bouse of com- 
bing that impossible con- 
hJNubjects they had in view, 
sd the matter altogether; 

5 timj they brought it in, 
iinly declared* it was abso- 
j for the safety of that part 
of ihe British empire. And yet, after 
this, they claimed the righVof proposing 
this or the like measure from time to time 
to his majesty ; although they knew that 
the sense he entertained of Ins coronation 
oath prevented him from assenting to it, 
.they claimed the right to do so — said they 
were bound to do so from the view they 
had of their oaths as privy counsel- 
lors; and yet they had not the same ten- 
derness for the regard which the king had 
for his own coronation oath, registered, 
as he felt it to be, in heaven. They were 
not blamed for wliut they did; they were 1 
not bound to relinquish their oaths, for 
they could retire from office; and fthy 
should they ask his majesty to relinquish the 
sense which be entertained of his oath ? 
He really should have been sorry that any 
of those with whom he had the honour to 
act, should have brought forward this sub- 
ject before parliament in any shaped, but 
the other side blasted on it, and the di- 
lemma* in which they had placed them- 
selves was sugh, that he could not conceive 
bow men of such understandings as the 
late ministers, could place themselves in it. 
As to the question of a pledge, he had to 
observe, that no pledge was asked of the 
late ministers, until they had set the exam- 
ple by laying in a claim to be at liberty to 
advise his majesty upon a subject on which 
they knew his mind was filitirely made up ; 
and that was the foundation of the pledge 
required by the king ; nor did he see the 
idea of a pledge in the same light as that fh 
which it struck sqpip # noble lords in that 
house. For instate, if William HI. or 
George I. had said to anj^of the ministers 
employed by them-—! have' t«o objection to 
any of your principles in general, except 
that 1 think you are attached to the house 
of Stuart ; and therefore, unless you give 
me an undertaking or pledge in writings *1 
will not employ you as my ministers. He 
apprehended there would not have been 
any impropriety in such ministers signing 
atich a pledge ; and he wished to know 
why his majesty should be less entitled to 
be satisfied against the re-introduction of 
popery into this land ? How did the eftse 
stand at tbU time ? The late adrainistratiorf 
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gave way to the conscientious scruples of 
the king upon the present occasion; but 
they attempted to retain the right brityg 
forward the same subject again when occa- 
sion should require y.which was as nyucH at 
to sayi When rebfflion may rage within 
your dominions, and when you may be 
less able to resist the application, and may 
not on the sudd^p be able to form a ministry, 
then we will advise you to do whatyo.u have 
declared in your conscience you never can do. 
What sort of policy did thase^ministers call 
this ? For these frasons the noble lord did 
not see the unreasonableness of the pledge 
demanded by his majesty from his late 
ministers. As to the secret advisers who 
yad been talked of, all he hud to say was, 
that no such existed : if the late minister* 
knew of such a person existing, let them 
bring forward proc^f of it. Weth regard to 
the difference f opinion which had subsis- 
ted between the present ministry on for- 
mer occasions, he could only sajg there 
was nothing among a them that was irrecon- 
cilable. But who were they who charged 
the present administration with disagree- 
ment upon public matters of opinion ? Why, 
truly, those who never agreed on any thing 
until they united to form w^^ad ministra- 
tion. Some of them had cmfelvd from 
each other on the treaty «of Amiens, niltay 
more of them on the subject of the Frendk 
revolution, and that most substantially an\ 
radically, and had treated each other with re- 
markable acri mony and asperity; arid there- 
fore he owned his astonishment when he * 
heard, frojrfsuch a quarter, objections to fc an* 
administration on attou^t of itlbeing*com- 
posecLrif men who had Torinerly differed; 
fron/each other upon matters of public po- 
licy. As to the principles of the present 
administration, the best thing he cou^ say 
,of them was* that they were fouhded upon 
^re-uniform and common feeling of regard 
am^ene ration fo^V^jfreat and illustrious 
mantWiffC rftjt whose lo?s was so much 
and sojustl^fplored, and wlipse^rinci pies 
of policy weft;* models ^which the pjfcsent 
adtrtinistratiob'liad theduhbition to iofitate. 
What was the\oiid^ct of that illuswous * 
statesmanPon tWh^erv^ouestion f dicPhe 
come forward io parffiSment thdo what was 
now attempted to done by the late ad- ^ 
‘ministration ? • No ; fte attained from it * . 
altogether. The noble lord then said, 
that he never had so much ctnfiderife in 
any othet person he had iwkat 'right 
hon. £enUemafi. All the pfraiWthftpre- * 
sent administration could fiver sMe t4- 
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meet was from acting on his principles, and 
imitating him as much as possible; for 
which reason, whqp out of power, they had 
never entered into any captious opposition. 
His lordship concluded^ with saying, that he 
hoped the present motion would not only 
meet the negative, but the reprobation of 
their lordships, pointed as it w as ugainst 
the sacred character of majesty itself. 

TheTiail of Limerick lamented that Ire- 
land was always niacJc* the scene of faction 
and discord, by 'holding put and encoura- 
ging expectations that could not be grati- 
fied while the resolution ’of his majesty on 
the Catholic question was so decidedly 
fixed. He expressed considerable disap- 
probation of the conduct of the duke eft 
Bedford, in permittiug the disturbances in the 
west of Ireland 1 to spread from one district 
to another, till at last seven difft rent coun- 
ties were involved in disorder and tumult, 
and this before any means were adopted 
for the purpose of suppressing them. Ai 
length the judges had* been sent on a cir- 
cuit through that part of the country ; but 
had they brought back the misguided men 
to a state of order an A quiet ? It his inlor 
malion was correct, the case was very d li- 
ferent. _JinH>aid that many of the Irish 
Catholics were at preseut disaffected, and 
far would wish to^give them a speedy and a 
fob , itivc denial, as to the indulgences which 
xbey ci aimed, that they should no further 
have bqpes, that they should rot hereafter 
ha\e any ground for corn-fining of hopes 
i deferred. There had lately V j en upon a 
northern ^lycuit some#persons convicted ol 
^riotous conduct, -Hid shortly afte\eight of 
•the witnesses were murdered. Aftefc^ards, 
there were great enormities commit- 
ted in Sligo, u= if the) meant to dare the 
gov«%imeat. What! would •you give up 


concluded that' very litfTeyfccility of re^‘ 
(Tuiting the army would be pitied, by pas-/ 
sing the Catholic Officers bift^T'he 
ceedings that fiad been taken biTfy^lnora 
of that bill were calculated toCjjSTe the 
Catholics thin'k the English thepJlfmies of 
themselves and their religionrTle repro- 
bated the versatility of system pursued 
witlwespect to Ireland ; a system atone timo 
maintaining high Protestant ascendancy, 
and at another liifie conceding all to the 
Catholics. Either concede every thing, or 
come to a firm resolution to concede no 
more. He reprobated the practice of go- 
verning Ireland by a faction; and recom- 
mended not to discourage loyalty, nor to 
practise on the people for parly purposes, 
ll would be unbecoming the dignity of par- 
liament to grant any indulgence to men 
who were in the temper that the Catholics 
ot Ireland at present were in. 

J.ord Holland expressed great surprise at 
the language which the nc^le earl who had 
just sat down had held respecting the go- 
vernment of Ireland and the conduct of 
the duke of Bedford, a lieutenant who had 
endeared himself to every class of his ma- 
jesty's subjects in that part of the empire, 
and whose departure was the subject of 
uiSiveisal regret, as his Administration had 
been the subject of universal approbation. 
Though he had not the local information 
of the noble lord, and was connected with 
no factions and no factious families in Ire- 
land, he would venture to assert that the 
duke of Bedford’s vice-royalty was looked 
upon in a very different lichl from that in 
whic h the noble lord had placed it. And,,, 
after all, what w^s the amount of the charge 
against the duke of Bedford, and the anec- 
dote which had been alluded to, but that 

^ . e _ _ _ r . tjie lord lieutenant had refused to listen to 

to factional lid clamour what ymi^n.fu*e ti*{ those, who pressed for violent and extraor- 


loyai represertUtthn^lThere v *re*t\vo cl 
which he could the 

most loyj gontleinen in Irelat-’d were pro 
•ecuted ; thfy were certainly honou r ablv 
acquitted, but tli^judges tlfcniselves ob- 
seKitl that*\Jipy nad neve/' seen such* a 
Mgp&aious compiracy^igajwkt a^y man, as 
that against 1\ iclW^w^tbeir loyalty was 
iupposed to oe ihoii^otiiy crime. It wa9 a 
• Strange remedy to slmMc of removing the 
discontents of*the lower classes of the Ca- 
tholics, by ororao ng the higher ranks to 
the top of the army. # From the known 
. fait tha tfl^p regiments lately rai^pd by 


ge nA?*wn <rf high Catholic cbnncction, Lmmd ed the conduct of the duke of Bedford 
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wee raised by ordinary recruiting, he 


Jinary measures to prat Mown some distur- 
bances winch unhappily had prevailed, and 
persisted in erufrioving the .vigour of the 
law alone in Sumtaining and restoring the 
public tranquillity ? Indeed, respecting the 
state of Ireland, different noble lords had 
given different views.* *One said that Ire- 
land was quiet, and to bring forward any 
question abdut the Catholics \va? unneces- 
sary. The noble lord who spoke last, how- 
ever, said that disturbance prevailed; and 
seemed to censure the duke of Bedfords 
administration on that account. If any 
tfyng, however, more than another, recom- 


to tye people of Ireland and to the lovers of 
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the constitution, it was that he claimed no 
extraordinary lowers, and had put in exe- 
tmtkm no melsurqp of severity* These 
tojtic^ ttnCT several others, • seemed to 
havebe^M^hduced with little application 
to the ilypCdiate question before the house, 
which consisted of two parts. The motion 
expressed two things, regret at the change 
which had taken place at ihfc* time iu # his 
majesty's government, and asserted that it 
would be unconstitutional lor any minister 
to give any pledge not to give bis majesty 
advice on any particular subject. It was 
6aid, that this was dragging the king before 
parliament, and tilting in judgment upon 
him. This doctrine had been most ably 
answered by several of his noble friends 
who had already spoke?), and particularly 
by his noble and learned friend (lord F.r- 
skine) who had delivered a speech of so 
much ability and constitutional information, 
that to those most familiar with his elo- 
quence, it seemed to excel any of his far- 
mer exhibitions. If, however, lie under- 
stood any thing of the constitution of this 
country, its freedom, its tranquillity, nay 
its safety, were involved in the maxim, that 
the kiug could do no wrong; which the 
doctrines on the other side tended com- 
pletely to overthrow lie was much sur- 
prised t(f find that his noble friend (lord 
Sidmouth) had given countenance to such 
doctrines, und"hud maintained that there 
were circumstances in which the king was 
his own adviser, and instanced the remarks 
on measures submitted by the cabinet. 
But surely this was no proof that the king 
could act without a responsible adviser, 
4>ut the contrary. If ministers, after re- 
ceiving such remark? at id suggestions, 
thought proper to adopt and act upon 
them, most undoubtedly thfcy became re- 
sponsible. In no iutftSnce whatever diff 
the constitution presume the king to be 
without a responsible adviser. A stronger 
instance than the chse^of lord Dauby 
could not be conceived, was a case 

when lyrd Danby had been engaged in 
something relative to a negociation ; but ft 
might have been a* matter in which the 
king's conscience miglt have beeu concern- 
ed. Yet, though the king, jn the most 
authentic manner, and not in any garbled 
extract of a cabinet minute published in a 
newspaper, expressed his opinion and satis- 
faction of lord Dauby's conduct ; though 
the king toot the 6eals and gave them to 
the purse-bearer to affix to the pardon, fei 
the house of commons voted, that lord" 


Danby's defense, pleading the king's com- 
mands, was an aggravation of his offence, 
as it tended to hold up tjie king to public 
odium. Who, then, are the persons re- 
sponsible for every of the king? Those 
surely who publicly Appear and give effect 
to the views of the king. It wxb not ne- 
cessary therefore to seek tor secret advisers* 
Those who gave qffect to the resolutions of 
the king, were responsible ; and if a con- 
trary principle were ontfe to be sanctioned, 
and to be supposed the law*>fthe land, the 
constitution was af an end, the functions of 
parliament were a jest. Nothing more would 
be necessary than to make any public mea 
sure a question of conscience, and from 
tlytf moment acts might be done for which 
there was no responsibility. Parliament 
had, in every case, in the' exercis^e of the 
king's legislative aujhonty, as well as every 
fit tier, always presumed that he acted by 
advice, and they had addressed him, to know 
who were his advisers. In the present 
case the pledge of itself though highly un- 
constitutional was little in comparison with 
the principle that the king can do no wrong; 
which must be totally subverted if it was 
established that acts could be done, from 
which the most importantNiajisequences 
proceeded, and yet there were n3*Tliqon- 
sible advisers. — The noblp loyl here pfet 
ceeded to illustrate these positions, and al\ 
luded to the letters under the signature of\ 
Sczevola, which had appeared in the Morning 
Chronicle on the subject. Sir Williaiii 
Temple had tfdclT*tie king that he doubted 4 
whether it^ere not coni rad iesjun to sup- 
pose tliat^ie could mak^counsrtlors^that 
were i^fto counsel. What sir \V. Temple 
thought a contradiction, the appointment 
of the present ministers seemed to render 
matter of fact. Au allusion had been jpade 
Jo a supposedT pledge given by Mr. Pitt on 
t(jje Catholic question previous fo Ais coming 
int^joffice in 1804^£tfOf such a report 
was rftfea, it was clear that some 

person had Veen the bearer ctf tSe pledge 
of Mr. Pitt, Vho then was out; anaJf so, 
it was ob viols that scclietiqfluencVyld 
agency had be\aemyloyecn(Nemovjng£fae 
noble viscOunt powercn 

1804. Next, witl^flKect^j the misun- 
derstanding which jma prevailed on the , 
subject of the MU brought iqjto parliament, . 
he would say little. It was not doubted* 
that such a misunderstanding Ousted? and 
this circiftostauce alone could hare led hhty 
to coficu* in fts being withflral^g Bqt * 
when \he bill was withdrawn,* and 



h» o*m tniois- 
irliament f N W. 
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subject, 
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amende honorable made with respect the prerogative of -drootii 
• r t&j]£be could not see with what propriety 'ters, and give it to the 
a discussion of that measure was necessary surely; but parliament mi| 
td decide the present question. With re- vice on this as well as eve 
spect to the bill itswf, it was well known and a more importer occasionf yioing so 
r that its principle, indeed in a much larger never occut red. Allusion hadVen made 
extent, had received the approbation of to the case of 1784, and tfn appeal made to 
almo>t all the leading men in this country, his noble frilpd, late at the head of his ms, 
Mr. Pitt had expressed himself in the strong, jetty’s councils, on that subject. But, if be 
est' forms as to thy policy, nay the necessity were disposed to retaliate on this point, be 
ofcatholiccpncession. Another person of the might appeal to the duke of Portland; and 
most extraordinary taints, Mr. Burke, had, claim his aid against lord Grenville. He was 
to his last moment, earnestly recommended not disposed, however, to do so; he was 
*he repeal of all the disabilities in the Ca- content with the situation in which those 
■ ih 9 Iic body. Was it not shameful, then, noble lords stood in this matter. But 
that an outcry should be raised against the there really was no inconsistency whatever 
law ministers as enemies to the church, dor in his noble friepd on this occaron In 
proposing partpf what Mr. Pitt and so many 1784, he might think that there was no oc- 
Othershadso much approved of ?Nay, several c asion to advi*o his majesty ; but at present 


of those in the new ministry, and connected 
with it,’ had entertained similar sentiments, 
and he left it to the noble viscount (Mel- 
villey to a'gue the policy of the measure 
with those of the* new ministry, who at- 
tempted to raise clamours and disturbance 
on pretence of danger from poperv on ac- 
count of this measure. The noble lord 
then touched, on some observations made 
. on of the cabinet, in which the\ 


ratffved.the rigjit to submit to his majesty 
iwhatever^ art vice respecting the Catholics 
/circumstances might require. *He was sur* 
prised to hear the noble viscount(Sidmouth) 
say that it would be unconstitutional for 
euy member of the crow*to vote in parlia- 
ment in labour of any measuW that had not 
theAing^/pprobatiaj*, But, susdy, nothing 
was more unfounftttV. It wouId\pt be pre- 
’ fended shat Pitt had lh*e per- 

mission to vote on the slave trade, or?o pro- 
pose parliamentary reform. As to the reaer- 
vatlbn contained in the cabinet minute pre- 
sented to,the king, at most it was superfluous 
because it seema^mly what was*their dpty 
to do, but in fac%^^b^Jjadn^2Mde 
the reservation, it would ha^e been said 
tbqi they hfld deceived the ring, in agita- 
tmnnaiters he hadthougbt tefloe abandoned. 
Mow came U, tty a few uprds of the npw 
qpiisten, find howeve^miable some of 
tfaem might life, or however 

qualified toAhine inLeither bouse of parlia- 
ment, it could n#P*be forgotten, that a 
twelvemonth ago they had Considered tbem- 
•alyes incapable. But, when to this was ad- 
ded, that jjEey came in upon unconstitutional 
groundSjAq reason to regrqt the change was 
W^trengthened. It bad been ■ asked, 
fever, Would you take from the king 


t J -J f »» (J* lib 

having no confidence in ministers, he might 
consider it proper and seasonable for par- 
liament to advise his majesty. But surely 
in every respect tilings yere now different 
irom what -they were in 1784, when parlia- 
ment was dissolved. Yet now it was un- 
constitutionally threatened that parliament 
should be dissolved if it would not support 
ministers. In 1734, we wereat peace; now 
we were engaged in a most difficult and dan- 
gerous war. Then, Mr. Pitt had recently 
come forward in public lifp, supported by 
the immense reputation of^bis father, and 
himself affording the highest promise to 
many. Now, the duke of Portland whs at the 
head of administration, and in all respects 
different. 1 1 would be cruel to push the com- 
parison. But could the present adminis- 
tration, composed of such materials, expect 
to make any imprqjjsiou on the country bj- 
affecting the love, and following the exam- 
pie of Mr. Pitt ? It was a degradation of 
parliament ; If was a degradation of the 
country to suppose ft. Often it had been 
remarked that breaqjbei in free governments 
were made by men of&pfendid talents, and 
that they had p^ed^he way for follower of 
the lowest character. CajsAr made way for 
Catiline and the duke of Portland a nutated 
Mr. Pitt in establishing himself in *power 
Lagainst the constitutjp*. But if any thing 
could more thoroughly paint the ill effects 
of the success of Mr. Pitt in 1784, it would 
be the attempts now made to imitate him, and 
no small evil of that success Woold be, 
the country being brought to endure the 
present proceedings. But it .was madness 
m the new ministers, the dregs, the lees, 
tfle rineings of all former Administrations, 
ter think that they could excite thatfervour, 
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*tr kindle thft^enthasusm, which supported 
Mr. Pitt. I! they attempted to procure 
r^kjtnpsses filled \ ith the bigotry which 
some oO l i-m teemed to indulge and that 
religion^ animosity they were so eager to 
excite, \tiey would only be throwing a slur 
on Mr. K^yend stigmatising those opinions 
which hd^tertdined. As t<9 the late ad- 
ministration, he would say fief more tjian 
was necessary to defend them against the 
reflections cast on thent. lie took a view 
of their economical regulations, their plans 
for auditing the public accounts, then mi- 
litary svsteni, and various other points, and 
concluded with observing, that it was one 
of the evils of the new administration that 
they united no great go it ion of the peo- 
ple, or considerable interests in their fa- 
voui, while they came into power with a 
pledge against four millions ot their fellow 
subjects. 

r i he Karl of Westmoreland contended that 
the pledge had o njy been demanded m efin- 
sequence of the previous pledges that had 
been required of his majesty by the minis- 
ters. 1 he late ministers had given a great 
many promises, but had done very little. 

They had done nothing of any consequence, 
cither with respect td our army, our ifhv>, 
our finances, or an> thing else, lie mans, 
tamed tflat the system acted upon by him- 
self and his colleagues, on all occasions, 
with respect tbliehnd, had been one of 
conciliation and mercy. 1 he late ministry, 
though they united ' ( All the Talents” ot the 
country, had realized none of their mag- 
nificent promises. The present ministers 
however, humble and foolish as they were, 

Ivould support the king and his prerogative. 

Lari Dandey maintained that, if the late 
ministers had given the pledge demanded, 
they would liaveabaudone^Cffeir dut) , their 
honour,and the caus^ftfieconbtitution and 
the country. Tlier^ jould be no doubt, 
that it was contrarwo the constitution to 


give a pledge of this natal It was iinoos- 
frible, in considering this question of pledget*, 
tiot to advert to the claims of tHte Catholics, 
which’had given rise to the difference be- 
tween his majesty and his late ministers. 
He was of opinion* \hat the restriction/] 
ought to be done away ; but the same 
time* he was convinced* that this could not 
be done with advantage* Without the con 
seat of the parliament and of the king. He 
therefore thought it imprudent at piesent 
to agitate the question at all, as it only served 
to keep expectation alive, which was sure to 
mmt withdisappomtmeut. He thought there- 


fore* that the late ministers might have fairly 
told the Catholics* that they were friendly 
to their claims * but, th^ there at present 
existed an obstacle, wb&h it was impossi- 
ble to remove* ana tiiat therefore it would 
be their interest to remain quiet for the pm* 
sent. He was sure the sensible part of the 
Catholics would feel the force of this rea* 
soning, whatever might be the eondudt of a 
lew agitators in Dublin, whose speeches 
had been published. 9 He concluded by 
declaring, that he felt himself bound by every 
sense of duty and t>f respect for the cousti* 
tutiou, to support the original motion. 

Lord Gremillt observed* that, late as the 
hour was, he must state, as shortly as he 
cpuld, the grounds ou which he would sup* 
port the present motion, which must* id 
his opinion, be voted for by ev^iy man* 
unless he was contented to go away with 
|*he impression that the constitution was 
completely overturned. He did not say 
that their lordships must feel theiqpelves 
bound to vote forthefirs}pait of the motion* 
though he was grateful to his noble friend 
who proposed it ; but be must say, with- 
out affectation, that he regretted the dis- 
missal of the late ministry, because they 
had a system in train, wulGl^ l v^uas working 
for the best interests of the countfy%^He 
said nothing of himself, hut gnly 'looted 
at the taleiffs of his colleagues* whose un\ 
weaned exertions and enlightened news, 
afforded the best hopes to the country . but 
if he regretted the loss which the rtmntry 
would sustainfromNheir dismissal* he felt 
that regret doubled when he considered Igy 
whom they were sucSHqdqd. 114 di(f not 
mean arf y disrespect tothem individually, 
but Idoked at their systei\, the gfoutodt of 
their conduct* oud the unconstitutional 
doctrines which they held. With regfLrd 
Jo the oi lgin of the difference between his 
males ty and his late ministers* he would 
anj pter upon U, Lw^bad stated it be* 
re, wttfr ill 


no 

lore, will! life permission ot ms sovereign, 
and be felt it\he less necessary* because that 
statement hah* not beqi shakeu by/ - 
thing now saiA though tdfoe attempt! 
be'eu made, asVn a b foriuWtai^cas'iptiy 
garble anch m\sre)raseniX^>y Diking i 
tached parts of itr*^rdoah£ had been 
expressed whether tijj/efraft oft a dispatc! 
Should be laid before hft majpsty. Ha hat 
had some experience in this way* had seqf 
the practice oi filters, and ycoi^nflho 
many documents ; and thereferabe cout 
state with confidence, that it \ 

common method and the bsst^»sth&l|r® 
JE • * 



fill. ' m 



►loyed, because* tbe king* 
l to judge better by seeing 
reinsure itself than by any explain*- 
In tbe particular dispatch adverted 
tp, of which he had prepared the draft, it 
was distinctly stated, \hat tbe act of If 93 
did not extend to generals on the staff, and 
it was then stated, that it was desirable to 
enable all his majesty's subjects to bold any 
dulit&ry commissions whatever; and he 
was as\onished at his noble friend when he 
founded an qrgpment upon this, that tbe 
technical terms of an tet of parliament 
were uot used in such a dispatch. When 
he mentioned “ any military commission 

* whatever,** he undoubtedly meant that 
these words should cover all military com- 
missions, and nobody could read Jt with 
attention without being convinced of this. 
The worfl “ appointment" was merely ad- 1 
ded in the bill in order 'that the shadow of<j 
a ' doubt* might not be left ; but he should 
be very well satisfied if the bill were al- 
lowed 0 to pass without that word, because 
he had not the slightest doubt that tbe 
words of the dispatch went to the full ex* 
tent to which tbe matter could be carried 
by tbe addition. But still he was convin- 
ced that there* must have been a miscon- 
ceptions**^^ misconception, however, 
bytfkl hi^ collogues had left nothing in 
fiieir power tmdone to remove. With a 

& iew this, they presented to his majes- 
ty a remonstrance as dutiful and respectful 
as subjects could offer to their sovereign ; 
the purport of which yeffitft s trance was to 
shew, that She act in their cfcitemplatibn 
“ was^nerqly calculates to carrot into effect 
. die act of the parliamfnt^u 1793, 

* with the spirit of which it would h&Ve been 
t manifestly inconsistent tp grant those ar- 
rangements which were afterwards object- 
ed Sto. 7 The noble lord, after dwelling 
more at Jarge upon the arguments of thl 
remonstrance referred to, as to consi<‘ “ 
tions of general justice^mi of. riniilti and 
particular policy, proceeds/^ to remark 
ttprti.the words, that his tpflesty 44 would 

ot\go one stea^farther tjpn the act, 

]|i this observation alUWed to. This 
f he Cf rftended, whswothing more nor 
. w \ than t^ie^vriscaU^h his majesty had 
. been frequently in/iUmed by the conver-, 
Mions held with him^ an^ the dispatcher 
submitted tt> his revision, before they were 
sen^to U^gOvernment of Ireland. With 
rtgjard tornSmm dispatenes, he was really 
, astonist wfi \p hear his nohle friend on tbe 
\ er^sGich (lord Sidmouth) stale, Chat he 


had doubts as to the .^paoing of tbe first, 
which was sent to the duke of Bedford 5 for 
that noble lord had full opportunity ofgjfre^ 
sidering it. Upon a fair view of all the cu* 
cumstances connected with this tranUctio; 
he was satisfied that do candid vnfejr would 
see any thing to justify, or evqppdxcuae the 
reproaches so? liberally heaped upon him- 
self and his colleagues. With the question 
now* under discussion, however, that trans- 
action had no 'Connection whatever. For 
when the period did arrive that the misun- 
derstanding as to the bill referred to was 
found to exist, and the bill in consequence 
was abandoned, the proposition was made 
which called for this motion. As to the 
dilemma put respecting this abandonment, 
be b egged to rnakef one short observation. 
A noble lord on the other side (lord Mul- 
grave) had asked, why the bill abandoned 
should have been at all proposed if not 
necessary, and if so necessary, why it should 
have been abandoned ? but be would beg 
that noble lord to put this dilemma to 
some of the persons connected with him, 
to those who seceded m 1801, but parti- 
cularly to put it, for instance, to lord Cas- 
tlereagh, who had so particularly pledged 
hitmelf to the Catholic question ; who had, 
in fact, brought that question from Ireland 
with him. Willi regard to the coronation 
oath, he would ask, whether there could be 
any man in that house \Mio had front 
enough to maintain, that after the Irish act 
had been sanctioned, which allowed tbe 
Catholics to hold certain commissions, it 
would he a violation of that oath to allow 
them to hold the rank ot generals ? The 
idea was quite untenable, as indeed, in his 
judgment, was* eVcry other proposition 
which would impress an opinion that to con- 
cede to tbecl$!*nsof the Catholics would at 
til interfere witS* general system which 
the coronation oath bound the king to main- 
tain. The noble lofdf eprobated in strong 
terms the artific&j j&o rted to by ministers 
and their aclhe/euts, to excite a fanatical 
spirit in the country, lie shewed« that so 
fCur from the present ministers being uni- 
formly approved of J?y Mr. Pitt, as a 
<qpble lord (Mulgrav0) had stated, that il- 
lustrious person had on many occasions 
marked very particularly h)B disapprobation 
of the greater part of them, and quoted the 
instances m which be condemned the con- 
duct of some of them, particularly lord 
Hawkesbury, when presiding at the foreign 
department. The noble lord observed 
ugon the explanation, which he had laid 
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befbiw the house with Tespcct to tfco Ca- 
tholic bill, and the pledge required 
welf and his colleagues, and concludml with 
Stating, that from the mannlr in which the 
present administration was formed, and the 
persons of which it was composed, he could 
not think of giving it his support. 

Lord Hawkesbury contend ^cUbat the whole 
of the statement made. by the noble baron, 
and of the debates to which that statement 
gave rise, were proceedings altogether irre- 
gular and unparliamentary. The noble baron 
had accused him and his colleagues of being 
the first set of ministers who had shrunk from 
responsibility, afid meanly endeavoured to 
shelter themselves under the wings of their 
sovereign. He woulddell that noble baron, 
that he and his colleagues were the first 
ministers who, in order to cloak their own 
misconduct and absurdities, hud so strange-^ 
ly ventured to arraign the personal condui t 
of his majesty at their lordships’ bar. # He 
(lord Hawkesbury) bad acted from a scim 
of duty in accepting a place in the present 
administration ; and as long as he was 
conscious of acting upon such grounds, he 
should never shrink Irom the responsibility, 
to whatever extent jt might be carried, to 
which his official situation made him liable. 
He haj always Ifecn adverse to granting 
any further concessions to the Catholics, 
and even to # cherishing any such hope in 
their minds. It was that hope which kept 
Ireland in a state of continual ferment 
and agitation, and until it was laid at rest, 
there would be no permanent tranquillity 
in that country. The Catholics of Ireland 
were, he was certain, perfectly grateful for 
the many indulgences which the whole 
reign of his majesty was distinguished for 
granting to them : and eoually confident 
did lie feel, that thejkjrinnd demonstrate 
that gratitude by yi^ir steady loyalty, ands 
falsify the coutraw •prophecies, in which 
the noble baton seeded so much inclined to 
indulge. 

Earl Camden rose to reply to some allu- 
sion^ that bad been made to his coudv^t, 
while at the head of the Irish government. 
The noble carl denied that he was tied by 
any pledge, on entering into the present 
administration, and concluded with giving 
Ws support to the motion for adjournment^ 

Earl Moira rose to explain certain points! 
drhicli his noble friend (lord Grenville) had 
omitted, and contended that it was not in 
the nature of man, that the Catholics should 
desist from prosecuting their claims, the 
concession of which they conceived 


selves to be entitled to bv the steadiness of 
their loyalty, and fjtm seal and alacrity with 
which they were anxioug to joiu in resent- 
ing the common enemy. 

The Lord ChanctUor (Eldon) agreed with 
his noble friend (lord Hawkesbury) in re- 
presenting the present and a former dis- 
! cussion as wholly new, irregular, and un- 
parliamentary. • Indeed, he thought the 
I sense of their lordships should be strongly 
masked to that effect on their Journals. As 
I to the insinuation that hafi bfeen personally 
I thrown out against himself, as having been 
one of those who secretly advised his ma- 
jesty to dismiss his late ministers, he should 
treut them only with the contempt they 
deserved. The circumstance of his having 
h id the audience of Jus majesty, he had 
stated to the noble baron (lord Qienville), 
and lit trusted that that noble lord was per- 
fectly well satisfied with the sincerity of his 
statement. The only pledge he had given 
was the uniform tenour of his public life. 
His majesty asked norther, and he should 
continue to serve his sovereign to the best 
of his abilities, without fearing any respon- 
sibility that might 9 attach to his official 
conduct. 

The Duke of Norfolk spfctoe iu favour of 
the original question. After the 

question being universally aallfcri for, the 
house divided on the motion* of lord do- 
nngdon, that the house do now tfetjoun^ 




CattiHs, 

Bartini too, 

trflford, 

Grantley, 

Meodip, 

Hiwkt 

Buboptof 
Lincoln, 
L*ndaC 
S%. Asaph, 
Oxford, 
Kildare 


PAUL. DEBATES, Ann is, 180 r«-P«r-Xfflp &U; 


im 


nos<n. 

Grafton, 

Si. Alban’s, 
Bute, 

oSfordJ ffhaPi 

Guilford,^ 

Spencer, 

St Vincent, 
Dofcheiter, 
Fife, 
Bgllnton, 
Anson, 


Boltngbroke, 

St a well, 

Mmto, 

Blantyre, 

Yarborough, 

Ashburton, 

Glastonbury, 

Carlisle, 

Bulkeley. 

ramp off. 
Berkeley, 
Leicester. 


a. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

Monday, ApHl 13. 

[Minutes.] New writs were ordered 
to be issued for the election of members 
for the following plates • for Marlborough 
mi the room of the earl of Dalkeith, now loi H 
Tynedale, called to the hou^e of peers; 
for Bedwin, in 4he room of \iscount Stop- 
ford, who had accepted ^be office of comp- 
troller of Jm majesty's household ; for Mit 
diell, in the room of sir Arthur Welleslt), 
who hyj accepted the office of chief secre- 
tary to the lord lieqteijant qf Ireland ; for 
Eye, in the room of lord Huntley, now ba- 
ron Gordon, called up to the bouse of peers. 

[Poor-Laws Bill*.] Mr. IV htt bread y 
10 consequence of the business which was 
ftsed for to-motrow, wished to postpone 
the r&jptfff&mtt&l of the bill which he had 
brought to f on** that subject, till Tri- 
diy. He took that opportunity of sta- 
|tiog« ^that m consequence of numerous 
'communications which he had received, 
he had* thought that it would be the 
br»t way to divide hie^ongmal bill into 
t*ee separate bills. The first of those 
bills be with - Septet to the Poors' 

*£und ; the seconc£*would be, for a better 
equalizati&n pf ^ie county rates; and the 
<2bird would coptaiu all thb remaining ob 
^jects^of his bill. In consequence, how- 
ever, of suggestions and communications 
which he bad received, he intended* to leave 
out of bis bill the clauses reapecting^ffie 


adjudication of settlements, 
retjng pert onol property. 

“ 'Shaw Lefixfe said, 
l&e wlqch, j^Waaps, 

1 mosj del 

r - y - - ntut c alm Hi; 
thNIt that ha/^beei 
jngsago, thJf parjiai 


# Ved if t hey di£ not agree tb this or that 


for that strioq* and cplra consideration 
which was necessary for a subject of such 
magnitude, importance, ana difficqUy. 
The case, as 'it now stood, was this: the 
statute of Elizabeth had been found not 
sufficient to produce the effects which it 
proposed. It therefore became Decenary 
that some farther legislative prpymon 
shoqld be mdefe. He gave his hon. mend 
great credit for the attention he had be- 
stowed to this subject, and boptri, lint a 
great part of hit» bill would be pic luctive 
of the best consequence* , bu f he v\a»* sorry 
that the clause lespertint, th id ixation of 
the settlement laws w a to 1 < U ft out, as 
that appeared to him to oeou < f the best 
parts ot the bill, lor the leasons he had 
before mentioned, he should wish the con- 
sideration of the measure should be post- 
poned to a much latei period, perhaps to 
fihe next session. 

Mr. Whitbread said, it must be, indeed, 
a phsillammou* parliament tb&t would suf- 
fer itself to be deterred from the prosecu- 
tion of its public duties by such a threat, 
which was certainly as indecent, indiscreet, 
and unparliamentary, as could possibly 
have been thrown out. That threat, how- 
ever, •* should have no influence upon his 
mnd. He could not se* any good conse- 
quences likely to result from protracting 
to a later period the discussion ; nor du| 
it appeal to him, that that was the most 
likely mode to gain for the subject the ful- 
lest degree of attention and consideration. 
When a discussion was put of) longer than 
was necessaiy, the attention of mankind 
was apt to relax ; whereas, if it was brought 
on while the subject was warm in their 
minds, it was likely to command more at- 
tention, and to be as well considered. 
He had left ouffrany parts of the bill, m 
consequence of roi&Aumcations received 
from a variety of qpifoters, and he was 
bappy to icknowledge^publicty, the great 
obligations he felVArfhose gentlemen wjio 
had thus assisted him with their observa- 
tions. He had not given up that part 
wltich related to the relaxation of tb€ law 
of settlements, but that part which re* 
pected the adjudication of settlement! 
out a few even- Lpnor to the c removal of a pauper* AU 
should be dissolr fltbough be had received some opinions fa- 



Tfiat for 


the subject 
*e than any 
rate conside- 
After the 


P***™ of the present administration, it 
was Atyost impossible expect, that, in 
the couneJbf the present session* or per- 
‘ItapsftOC^b** parliament, If that flrreat 
tnflWDe act#) upon, there should be time 


pourable to his original idea in thftt respect, 
;yet the balance of opinions was moth 
against it. He hoped, by yielding to those 
opinions, the objections to his original bill 
wdhld be done away, And that considerable 
good would be produced by u. 
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Mr* SAad Lcfevre tagged it to be oader* 
stood that, in wishing to postpone the busi- 
ness, he acted under no impression what- 
ever of the description alluded to ; for no 
threats^ whatever should deter him from 
doing his duty as an Independent member 
of parhament.-~The bill was then commit* 
ted pro Jbrtnd , and ordered tea be recommit- 
# ted on Friday. *• # 

[Finance Committee.] The Hon. J. 
Ward rose to ask a question relative to a 
matter of the highest importance. The 
question related to a transaction which it 
was reported had taken place in the Army 
Pay-office, and which had been brought to 
light by the Committee of Finance. As 
the circunistauce was of the greatest im- 
portance in itself, as it 9 very much affected 
the individual principally concerned, and 
us it wus a matter peculiarly fit to be taken 
tip in that house, he hoped that Borne mem- 
ber would state, whether the report cir- 
culated on this point was or was not \fell 
founded ? 

Lord Henry Petty replied, that the chair- 
man of the finance committee was not in 
{lie house, otherwise he would probably 
have giveu such an answer to his hon. 
friend as would satisfy him. Yet a* he 
had sometimes aty?nded that committee, 
and particularly as he had attended it that 
day, he was happy to be able to give an an- 
swer to the Question. lie had only to 
state, that in the course of the examination 
pf a Mr. Thomas, a fact had come out 
which the committee thought it their duty 
to investigate with the most scrupulous at- 
tention ; and, since the discovery alluded 
no, the committee had accordingly been di- 
ligently engaged upon this (delicate transac- 
tion, and a member of that house, who had 
been formerly paymastero^be forces, had 
been carefully examinfedr What the coma 
mittee meant to do^en this point he did not 
precisely know, buluffwas of course to be 
supposed that they n °t dismiss the 

subject without a full investigation of the 
ipatter,^tnd making such a report as their 
duty End the nature of the case should 
seem to them to require. 

Mr. Ward thanked the noble lord fof 
the statement which he had made, and ho- 
ped that thecommittee would make a spe- 
cial report on the subject. 

'[Barrack Commission.] Lord Henry 
Petty rose pursuant to notice, to move for 
the production of the treasury minute for 
appointing a barrack Commission, to execute 
the duties of the barrack-mAiter-gene^pta 


As he believed them would be no opposi- 
tion to this motion, he had only to p^it the 
house in possession of his object, which 
would best appear from abatement of facts. 
Early in the last autumn, the commissioners 
of military enquiry thought it their duty to 
communicate to the commissioners of the 
treasury part of the 4th report, which recoin- 
mended the appointment of a barrack board, 
to be substituted instead of a barrack-mas* 
ter-general. The commissioners of the 
treasury at proved of the recommendation, 
and thought that tuch a board ought to be 
appointed. This was communicated to hie 
majesty, who approved ot the measure, and 
affixed his signature to it, and the business 
iqight have been completed before the late 
ministers quitted office ; but it had some- 
how happened that the privy seal was not 
uffixed to the commission, and the nbble lord 
[■who now held it hald not thought proper to 
affix it. 11c would not now question the pro- 
priety of withholding the seal from it. His 
object merely was to have the intentions of 
the late ministry on* tins point before the 
house ; but he might at least nay on this 
occasion, that he hoped no defiuitive ar- 
rangement would take place til) the report of 
the commissioners bad beenfcUyconsidered. 

He trusted that the house would -r^ously 
consider the report and th^jpethod of pre- 
venting the recurrence of such abuses as 
had been found to prevail in this depart- / 
ment. He concluded by moving, that\he \ 
minute of the late commissioners'of tk$ 
treasury, respecting the appointment ofW 
barrack commissio<\ be laid before ihA 
house. 

The Chancellor of msExchequer said hg . 
had no objection to the motion. Oh connnj;* 
into office, he had found tie case to be ex-\ 
actly as the noble lord had stated it to ta. * 
But this mattfer required grea^ considera- 
tion. It appeared that it had beep referred 
to^he barrack commissioners abd the comp- 
trollefr&^of mrmy accounts, and they had/ 
found great difficulty in the business, and 
therefore it Aeeame thorfe who were • tjp be 
responsible fok affixing \/\ privy seal, mol 
cautious bowwsey epponHs^nereoiV/to 
offices, and ado^fd*all the arnSqg&mel , 
without an opportutfrripft'lMM considering 
It he subject. He cewitly hac^po desire to 
Hprecipitate me^uredfbbt at the same time, * 
klhe observation of the noblflord did not ' 
[very well apply tare, wheu he recommend-, 
ed the mature consideration of Jbe report; 
for he and his colleagues fia&ac^pted the* «. 
measiA’e, before any report a* all . 


4 
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presented. But he agreed to the production 
of tbq minute. 

Lord Henry Petty in explanation said, that 
he and his colleagues had fully considered 
the subject on the report of the com mis* 
siouers, and there wak this difference be* 
tween the two cases, that the report was 
now before the house, whereas then it was 
not expected to be brought forward for 
some time, 

Mr. Windham stated, that two out of 
the three comptrollers of army accounts 
concurred in the propriety of the mea* 
sure.— The motion was then agreed to. 

[Loan Interest Bi l l.] T he house having 
resolved itself into a committee on this bill, 

9 Y\keChmcdior of the Excheqver said that l*e 
had no objection to the interest of the loan be- 
ing secured for tfie present year according to 
the rnocl^* pointed out in {he plan of the noble 
lord (H. Petty). He wished, however, to‘] 
avoid pledging- the house to approve of any 
part of that plan for the future. He was very 
ready to agree to the first object that was 
stated, to prevent any' new taxation in the 
present year ; he was ready to agree to the 
10 per cent, which was created for the in- 
terest of the loan of the present year, and 
the sinking fu#»d ; but there were other 
partsof^hat very complicated system which 
reqfmed a mpce^ ample consideration than 
could be we|J bestowed upon it iff- the course 
ta>f th& present session. There were many 
/objections to the principle of making per- 
xprfieub those taxes which weie originally 
nfeed as mere war taxyf£ and making them 
r ' |4e fund which was th secure the interest 
m'thejbaiss. H^j^rbeen well informed, 

• that a considerablmfegrec of sensation and 
\^arm had been encited by the idea of con- 
0kmmg the duties on experts arid tonnage 

* after the war, and he thought that was a 
part of tbelqpble lord’s plan wlflclf ought not^ 
to be persevered in. Wbat be meant now 
to propose w &, that the interest of tht^J&n 
W this year should now remahfton TlJe war 
taxes as <chqfged inf the noblylord's plan ; 
bat (b^t six mouths after the Conclusion of 

unless soij&other mole were resol* 
nent, fc of expiring it either 

D,r the purpose, 

Or by new ta^dSriPikiuId tben be charge* 
able on the prptusbflfee consolidated fund.; 


in the next session. The completion of any 
permanent system most take a considerable 
tihw; and since the plan was originally 
proposed* a great deal of new light had been 
thrown upon the subject, both in th@ dis- 
cussions which took place in and out of that 
house. He concluded by proposing an 
amendment to* the clause in the bill agree- 
ably to the observations he had thrown out. 

Lord H. Petty said, that if the loan of 
the present year were secured in the man- 
ner which had been already determined by 
the resolutions of that house, he could have 
no objection to adjourn the consideration 
of the general merits of the plan he had the 
honour to bring forward to a future time, 
when it might be submitted to the fullest 
enquiry, and to the final judgment of par-» 
liament. As to the alarm and sensation 
produced, if any such alarm did exist, it 
must have proceeded from a mi sunders tan*, 
ding of what he had said. He bad stated 
nidst expressly, that he did not wish to. 
pledge the house to the continuance of any 
one of those taxes, but that he meant merely 
to assign that portion of the taxes, which 
was now represented by the war taxes, as 
the security of the loan ; and to pledge the 
houSe only to substitute other taxes for any 
ofc those which they might resolve to discon- 
tinue. As for what taxes should*be con- 
tinued after the war, and wbat should be 
discontinued, he had always stated, and 
still was of opinion, that the return of peace 
would be the proper period, in which that 
subject should be taken into consideration 

Sir T. Tttrton rose, to enter his protest 
against the plan of the noble lord, and par- 
ticularly that part of it which made the in-* 
come or property ta # x permanent. He bad 
received a number of letters on the subject 
of the income < 2 ^and lie thought that*— 

# Mr. HobhouseTtbwimin of the commit- 
tee, here interrupted \he hon. baronet, 
and told him that therfoperty tax was not 
mortgaged by tfae^psdKut bill, and had 90 - 
tbing to do with it. 

Lord H . Petty said, that if the lion, ba- 
rdnet would keep his speech for 3‘of 4 years, 
it might possibly then # apply to some ques- 
tion relating to the property tax. 

Sir T. Turf/m said, that he haid no ambi- 
tion to make a speech upon the subject to 


Us- trusted, howevef, that the boose would! three or four years. However, at be now 


see that enoufb bad already been done in| 
the ffretent jpssion for presiding for the inte- 
rest of theloan of this year without any new 
taxes; sdf lieeto old wish to leave foe general 
• 4Pt#wopeft for the enquiry of the house 


found that the property tax was not moit- 
gaged at present, and that the lota was to 
be secured on the war duties on customs 
aiftl excise# be felt that he could not then 
Vffcr bis objections to the property tax. * 
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Mr. if. Thornton objected tcrthe principle Axes, and m ccmtequesee of that bargain, 
which had been proposed by the chancellor i ;he ministers received their money, aed had 
of the exchequer, of throwing generally t now in their pockets. # It was, then, too 
upon the consolidated fund g loan which much now to say % that we would neither 
hgd been contracted for on a different secu- give them that security for which they boat* 
rity. He thought tfiat this avas not only gained, nor any oth(£r security, such as was 
contrary to all precedent, but to that good ever given for a loan, but throw them 
faith which parliament owed to the public merely on the chance surplus iirtheconso* 
creditor. • • # idated fund, when peace should be restored. 

Mr. Huskisson did not think the principle The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 

to very objectionable. By the present plan, he public creditor waB’not entitled to moat 
the excesses of the consolidated fund were rom the war taxes, than ar security for thl 
to be applied in a manner different from nterest of the ldan, and for the sinking 
their original destination, which might as Fund created. As to charging loans on the 
well be called a* breach of faith, it ap- surplus of the consolidated fund, it was not 
peared to him that it would be giving tothe so extraordinary as had been represented, 
public creditor an additional security. '^he chancellor of the exchequer of Irelaud 

Mr. Turney said, tTiat the principle of (sir John Newport) had charged any defi* 
the right hon. gent, was merely that the ciency in the product of thesugai^tax upon 
war taxes should be security for the interest the surplus of the Jrish consolidated fund, 
of the loan, and that after the peace that Mr. Tierney said, the arguments of the 
security was no longer to be continued, right hon., for he could no more call him 
There never was before an instance of^ny the learned, gent., were such as cog)d not 
loan being secured merely on the future ex be excused in a man # w ho had been five 
cesses of the consolidated fund. It had days chancellor of the exchequer. If lie 
happened at different times last war, that were appealed to as a lawyer, he could 
there was no surplus, and that was a case not argue that it would be better for his 
which might again occur. Sometimes there client to have one security than two, and 
was an actual deficiency, and in thaffcase that if he already had tv&, it would be 
this would proviefci no security at all for doing him no injury to take awtj^pe of 
the loaf! of the present year. He could not them. There never was a w iqf tatice of Any 
conceive any objection to letting the thing loan charged upon the consolidated fund , 
stand as it dift at present, at least as far as without making some increase to k bj.i 
regarded the loan of this year. taxes. If the right hon. gent. wou)dVas~ * 

The* Chancellor of the Exchequer woulc sign 1,200,000/. taxes, for the interest ahd 
have no objection to extend the period to sinking fund of tfife loan of this year, y t< 
twelve months, after peace, instead of six would be content ; Vjt if he did not, the 
in which case parliament must meet, and riintim tore 1ml in riyv nn jnntfFt \ nVjjTt 
• would have time to decide finally on the to the security for wBkh they originaNv;' 
subject. He thought Nothing could be bargained. \ • T 

more objectionable than the principle of th< Sir John Nasfort statecL that tbe diffeM 
present plan, which wep»ca to pledge the ence in the case of the Irish loan was p that « 
house to continue O^fiTnions of taxes a# a it was secured upou annual not upon 
security for 12 miniions of money. The permanent taxes. % l 

surplus of the coi^Aidated fund was now N&c Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 1 
3^ millions, and 0&4fepught that was no anlurditv could, in practice, be greater 
very abundant security. It certainly would than that oflassigmng aportion ofoly of thd < 
be pq^sible to avoid the pledging the war taxes for the loan.* It would iJI iro- 
wholC of the war taxes, by making pern^a possible to tell the collectors of the etfpe^li 
nent* some of the* least objectionable o or excise, that they 9 musN&*^JQpli^ung 
them. # # the taxes«wh$n theybac^ot s^nuch flio* 

Mr. Tierney again protested against look ney. He did not, ow wish to 

ing to a supposed future excess of the con- press his amendmep^ IF it didypt meet tbe 
solidated fund as a security. It would b sense of the house ; but it appeared to him 
entirely departing from all the principles o that the house had an undoubted right to 
finance which had been established in this, substitute the eq^urity of the tonsolntoted 
country. The fact now stood thus: the fund for f that of any particular Cjjxes. 
original bargain with tbe contractors for the Lotd Petty said, tliat,Sti trre present 1 
lean was, that it was to be secured on those case, there was no substitution at mtlv The. 
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right bon. gent/s idea would go merely to 
take f/om the contractors of the loan one 
of their securities, without giving them 
any thing in the place c of it* As to the 
general security of the consolidated fund, 
end the faith of parliament, they were al- 
ready possessed of that The right hon. 
gent., therefore, appeared to him to wish 
to take from them the specific security of 
the wartaxes, without giving them any 
thing else in the place of it.— -After a va- 
riety of explanations, it was resolved to 
postpone the discussion (ill to-morrow. 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 

Tuesday , April 14. 

Minutes.] A ballot took place for f a 
committee to determine the merits of Che 
petition compton ing of an undue election 
for Westminster; the following members 
compose, the committee r— W. Tufthell/ 
esq. sir C. W. Bamfylde, sir Jacob H. Ast- 
ley, lord Porchester, T. Foley, esq. sir H. 
D. Hamilton, hart. N. Sneyd, esq. G. 
Campbell, esq sir £. l*alke, bart. W. Lush- 
ington, esq. A. Hamilton, esq. W. Ho- 
ney wood, esq. G. Colclough, esq.; nomi- 
nees, Edward Morris, esq. sir John Doyle. 
The petitioner' having waved his right to 
appoint a nominee, Mr. Morris was chosen, 
pursuant to (^provisions of the act, by tl>e 
thirteen mejnbers remaining on the reduced 
Llist. 

r VLoau Interest Bill.] The house 
IgJolved itself into a committee on the 
Loan Interest bill. /" 

'* I The Chancellor of tb? Exchequer said, that 
Wcgpjp^'i-nce w'vjj^ fee suggestion thrown 
• OJ^fyesttrday by Upright hon H gent, oppo- 
jfte (Mrt Tiernry), he should not press 
/upon the committee the amendment he had 
I at first in tend to propose to the noble 
lord's pldipr r i the same time,' he could not ( 
i see how t^at amendment could haye by any 4 | 
l possibility gften rise to any alarm in 4he 
\public mind; and furnished any pretfclct for 
r ebargingtparjiament with a breach of pub- 
lic f£th in that instance. . / 

t lAkd H. ZVty/djnitted that it would not 
hayb een. ^jp’-.Vnantial breach of faith, ift- 
MiduCb af4ne war tax&s pn customs would 
have supplied 1 d*sfftelent surplus, but at 
the same tide contended, that it was ano-L 
inia&I bremn of putfiic s faitht and being to-ff 
tally unnecessary, would be much better] 
let ne, iL the ambition the new chan- 
cellor of tb4 exchequer did not prompt him 
« to hsure sfmetebange or other in^the»plan ; 
•to gnfJy therefore the right hon *geift^ lie 


(lord H. Petty) should not object to it, as 
the change did not appear to him to bfe ab* 
solutely mischievous. 

Mr. Tierney 3aid, that the new chancel* 
lor of the exchequer entertained the (fewest 
financial doctrines W had ever beard* 
The right hon. gent, s argument went to 
say, that the consolidated fund was as pYo- 
ductive without us with the wur taxes. He 
fancied, however, that the right hon. gent, 
would have found die plain plodding under- 
standing of the city quite averse to the sub- 
tle genius of the right hon. gent, lie denied 
that the intended improvement was given up 
as an act of grace to bis side of the house, for 
the right lion. gent, while he was driven to 
an abandonment of it, would fain have the 
house to understanffthal lie had volunteered 
in abandoning it. — Alter u short conversa* 
tiou, the amendment was agreed to. The 
other amendments weie then read aud 
agreed to. After which, the house re- 
sulted, and the report was ordered to be 
received to-morrow*. 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 

Wednesday , April 15. 

[Minutes.] Alter the names of de- 
faulters on tlie two last ballots were called 
over, on the motion of the chancellor of 
the exchequer, it was ordered, that tne mem- 
bers who should be absent at the ballot and 
call of the house the following day, with- 
out a sufficient excuse being assigned, 
should be taken into the custody of the 
serjeanl at arms. — Mr. White then delivered 
in at the bar the mimes of the members 
remaining on the reduced list of the Fast 
Lobe election committee, which were as 
follow ; lord John Cumpbcll, hon. Edw. 
Finch, sir J. Frederick ; \V. M‘ Do wall, 
esq. F. B. FsH^nnbe, esq. Robert Cart- 
vwight, esq. loro^fjivynoie, G. Longman, 
esq. \V. Tighe, esq. U. ftrice, esq. A. Camp- 
bell, esq. C. P. Leslfe.ytsq. sir 11. Barclay ; 
nominees, \Y. Jacyh^esq. Ililey Addington, 
esq. • ■ 

[Change of Administration^] The 
hen. IV. H. Lyttlelon rose, and said? that 
ir prefacing the resolution which he should 
flo himself the honour to move, he would 
r avoid, as much as possible, a repetition of 
any of the topics that were urged on the 
important and memorable debate of Thurs- 
day last, although so much extraneous 
I matter had ou that evening be$n introdu- 
ced, that it would be difficult completely to 
steer clear of such a repetition. On the 
question that had been then discussed, he 
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must be allowed to say a few words. Deep- 
ly did he lament that it had been disposed 
of in the way in which it had been, not so 
much on account of the importance of the 
question itself, important a* it undoubted* 

4y was, as because ifcseemed that the house 
were disposed to evade the 9 decision of a 
great constitutional question ; a cowardice 
in the house of commons # \^hich affected 
him beyond expression. By their coitduci 
it appeared as if the house were ready to 
recognize a principle which would vest in 
the crown a power clearly unconstitutional 
because not responsible ; a power which 
differed m nothing from that assumed by 
the Stuarts, and* against which our ances- 
tors had so strenuously and so successfully 
contended. Not hoping, however, that he 
could influence the house to change their 
determination on this subject, he must 
satisfy himself with submitting to them u a 
resolution which had no direct application 
to the royal prerogative, and to whic^ he 
could not but think that the house must 
accede, when he considered the majorities 
by which the measures of the late ministers 
had been supported. The country had 
seen thq sudden and' unexpected removal 
from power, ot ministers apparently posses- 
sing the full confidence of the house and of 
the coyutry, and tarrying on the aflairsTof 
state as prosperously as the situation of 
Europe woul^l admit. It would be worth 
while to euquiie what was the actual slate 
of Europe, and how far it was of conse- 
quence that the affairsof this country should 
be well conducted. Had the state of Eu- 
rope been so altered within these few 
, months, had the security of this country 
become so well established, that we could 
with safety entrust the administration of 
it to any set of men whatever ? or rather, 
was it not expedient tUut an humble apd 


umoie apci 
, should be 


dutiful, but firm ^monstrance, 
carried up to the tlifone against the remo- 
val of men, who, in the present circum- 
stances, were the beST qualified to hold 
• the helm of state ? The ministers whom it 
bad pltased his majesty, or, as our ances- 
tors used to say, whom his majesty lLd 
been advised to r?r*ove, during the shqjft 
» • period of their remaining in office, had doi 
every thing in their power tcPcall forth tin 
energies of the people, and to unite al 
bands and hearts in the service of the coun 
fry. Their conduct, considered in every poin^ 
of view, eutitled them to the public esteem 
and gratitude* In the financial depart- 
ment of the state, one which required such 
Vol. IX. 


t 

careful management, they not only con-* 
ducted themselves with economy and dis- 
cretion, but supported aqd carried Into 
effect the appointment of a committee of 
finance, first suggested by an bon. friend 
of his (Mr. Biddulph), the only apparent 
means of probing the wounds of the coun- 
try, and ascertaining the remedy which It 
would be necessary to apply. In their of- , 
fer to negociate with France, while ther 
evinced a spirit of conciliation, they avoids 
ed every thing that could be deemed dero- 
gatory from the character of this country* 
and withdrew their ambassador the mo* 
ment that a continuance in the negoci&tion 
became inconsistent with the national ho- 
nour. With regard to the army, they 
ftdopted a system conformable to human 
nature ; they had introduced the plan pf 
limited service, which re&deredtlhe army 
more at tractive, and which had the tenden- 
cy to augment its numbers while *it exalted 
its character ; nor did they appear at any 
lime disposed to reject any suggestion for 
amelioration, from whatever quarter it 
came. As to their successors, we had seen 
but little of them ; but that little was not 
much to their credit. In some instances 
their conduct had alread^een highly cen- 
surable. They had called their sovereign 
to the bar of the house to be arraigned* and 
then skulked behind the tUFfene/and inter- | 
posed the royal robe between* themselves# 
and merited reproof. Jl.e was as loyal atf 
any of them; but by loyalty, he under^od^ 
allegiance to the $tate and the consti*ti- 
tion, which taught Xjm not to compromne^ 
the person of the sovereign, wjiereqtf tfce 
tendency of their arg&i&nts waste Tender 
the sovereign himselN responsible. - 
thought, then, that it wa\ necessary, 
the house should express its approbation^ 
of the conduct of the late\miuistersp%ud| 
he thought it the more nectary, as } 
h^d been assailed by the m^st 'gross 
liofeilpus misrepresentations, by min 
commiltedto venal journalists bj perjure 
counseHorsAfor the very purposes* |s ap-" 
peared, of nijjsrepresentation, and ly a ary 
about religion, excited )Sjrpniyone «^Tof 
the kingdom ttf the«other, seramig, tonkin- 
die religious finimojyJ£* «u^to waken the 
furies of bigetry and *«jpatici£te, to th# ma- 
nifest injury of all trite relig&t. Forthi*. 
cry, he was sorry to say, thiriyancellor of 
the excheque^iad given the w^ts^-pror^, 
and he yes almoW ashamed ot’the credulity 
and j3lindnes$ # of his countrymen, when be^ 
saw ihaf there were any wjtli whoqjk fiuc$i* 
2F ' * 


they 
and 
minuted 
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attempts could succeed. Me coeld not con- 
4 trittde without one remark on the threat 
which* had been held out, of a dissolution 
of parliament, by a right honourable secre- 
tary (Mr. Canning), iu case the house did 
sot accede to whatever he chose to pro- 
pose to it, or rather to impose upon it. 
How often were the members to be sent to 
their constituents ? Was it whenever minis- 
ters thought it right to dissolve them upon 
any pretence, however Unreasonable? He 
was not rent there to cabal, nor to endea. 
wear to impose on his sovereign, even when 
in opposition to ministers. He would go 
boldly to bis constituents, and call upon 
"them to sanction the vote he had given. 
Unless they did this, he would at all events 
only have resigned a trust which it woufa 
be dishonourable to hold; hut he had no 
doubt thdy woidd sanction it, and ministers. 


, in his opinion, would gain little by a dis-J been argued us a military expedient by 


solution/ If the present resolution was re- 
jected, the bouse must be considered as 
only the instrument of the minister of the 
day. He was not*tbe servile adherent of 
any man or set of men, and only offered 
this resolution to tlge bouse, because he 
thought that such a resolution ought to 
stand on the .journals. He concluded 
by moving, “ That this house, consi- 
44 dering ,a firm and efficient administra- 
* 44 tioo, as ificfispensably necessary, in the 
\ 44 present Important crisis of public affairs, 
r ,#< lifts seen, with the deepest regret, the 
44 J»te change in his majesty’s councils.” 
TMr. Hibbert rose to ^second the motion. 
Although he had, in the measure regarding 
l!>c'tlave trade, unjfcfanly opposed the late 
, a#tilmistration, y^.Hne was h^ppy in now 
r ing them a ppof of his sincere appro- 
Sation of their general conduct. His hon. 
r friend bad giv/i a comprehensive view of 
the ^jrouiylsVn which the resolution was 
I founded. we presumed that whatever ditel 
jf ference of qpinion there might be on some 
^subjects, there was no disagreement fis to 
J(be stat^ of alarm in the prerent crisis of 
pubHc affairl. To assert sdfcb a proposi- 
tion/) was to proepje immediate conviction 

OfViMlrtitht A'nnh 
sii 

late tain*! 

they enters^* into *power f bet he did no 
think, noilNJ.hey oocupied Jjie same places 
themselves ftfcey would persevere in thai 



_ /'noble lord on the other 
astlereagh) had saij], that the 
f^bucended a bed of roses when 


not times in which the public service would 
admit of trifling: the reins of the state 
must be held by a firm hand, or the most 
painful consequences were to be appre- 
hended. An a opening for peace presented 
itself, which, according to the opinion of 
the people of England, was not to be ne- 
glected ; they c made the proper advances, 
and the attempt, however unsuccessful, was 
meritorious. An attempt to obstruct the 
power of our grettf enemy had been tried 
ineffectually, by a formidable co-operation 
of the continental powers, and a peace was 
discreetly attempted, to prevent new disap- 
pointments. In regard to the army and 
navy, the measures the late servants of the 
crown pursued, were at once constitutional, 
and directed to increase these two sources 
of the national defence. As to the army, 
the mode adopted for its improvement had 


those who were much more competent to 
determine on its policy than he was; yet, 
on the ordinary principles of common sense, 
the measures appeared to his mind reason- 
able, and that they were constitutional, he 
had no doubt ; he felt great gratitude to 
those who proposed them, as they were ma- 
nifestly conducive to remove the evil so 
much feared by our ancestors, he meant the 
existence of a large staifding army ; and he 
earnestly entreated of the ministers now in 
power, that they would not ; n this respect 
introduce those changes which might in the 
sequel be subversive of the constitution, 
in regard to the navy, there was at least 
one indication of its good management, 
since there was no period of our late pro- 
tracted wars in which fewer captures had 
been made. If be were to proceed further 
and to examine the positions of the squa- 
drons expatic^ over the seas, new proofs 
Would be suppli&d-of the politic conduct in 
that important depafhpeut. With respect 
to the finances, it waeseeu that the greatest 
economy had been applied, although per- 
haps the great capitalists of the country 
were among {hose who were the least satis- 
?d with the arrangements. Dttcpntent 
iider such circumstances was in human 
r ature, and could not fee separated from it. 
t was impossible that there should not be 
a predilection with persons of large fortune, 
in favour of those who would enable them 
to employ it to the greatest advantage, 
S40xmj6t, . If now they should be incom-ft But although he would not depreciate men 


moded by fewer thorns, K would be because 
some had bqpn extracted by the diligence 
of the late administration. These were 


of great pecuniary resources, yet there was 
a < middle order of men who had patiently 
Sustained the burthen of this expensive war, 
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and who would do tbeir utmost to sustain notion he •could form of wisdom and duty 
it, as long as they had confidence in those to withdraw it. They did this, however, 
who directed bis nfyijesty's councils : tEat with the proper reservation, that thfir opi- 
class of men would perceive, that the plan nions should be unbiassed and unfettered, 
laid 4<>wn by the late ministSrs was calcu- thut they should be allowed to declare that 
lated to relieve thenf^ under such extraor- they had not abandoned their former senti* 
dinary pressure, and would Teel mortified ments, and that wheu the occasion ehould 
and disheartened when it igas abandoned, testify it, they might be permitted again to 
Had not these advisers of »tj)e crown met submit to their royal master the propriety or 
every enquiry into tbeir financial system necessity of such a measure* This appeared 
with a manly and template spirit, in order to him to be a fair and respectful proceeding, 
to adopt every improvement, and to give bu ttheycou Id not condescend tobecometime- 
the fullest satisfaction to those who were to serving ministers* or to barter the interests 
sustain the heat and labour of the day ? In of their country for the power and emolu* 
this situation of things, his friends, who had ments of otlicc. it was said, that the king 
retired from office, had carried with them could dismiss his ministers at his pleasure, 
the approbation of their own consciences, and that therefore there could be no ground 
confirmed by the respect and gratitude of lot demanding the pledge. Into that he 
their country. It lmd been asserted, that should noteflqu ire, but it was perfectly clear 
life late administration had been iuaclive, to him that ministers couTd notVon6titu- 
in not affording to our allies the assistance ,,tionally enter info such an engagement, 
they expected. He gianted, that they had They could not be restricted in the advice 
not subsidized the nations of Europe* as they should give to the crown; they were the 
had been clone on former occasions, but guardians of the country, and rnustYespect 
they had acted more wisely ; and by sta- the relation they sustaified to it. He would 
lioning the naval force in proper directions, assert yet more— that, had they acceded to 
they had must powerfully co-operated with the pledge, such ministers would have been 
those who defended the common cause, the proper objects of parliamentary im- 
Ile was astonished .to hear it said, # that peachment. The new ministers were said 
there might he an exercise of the royal to be confined by no such pledge, but he 
prerogative, for vftiieh i/b one could, or would contend that they werepledjged by the 
ought to be responsible. If it might be so very act (^undertaking thei?present situa- 1 
in uue instant, it might he so in all cases, tions. Supposing the concession that bad J 
and nothing could be more unconstitu- been proposed to the Catholics, should be i 
tional than such a principle. With regard necessary to preserve the rights of th$ crown, ^ 
to loyalty, the term itself was too tame and the tranquillity of the people, was it to 
and cold to express that empassioned at- be expected that, Contrary to truth, the?y • 
tacluuent which a British subject felt to- should come to the h«Lqse and derigre^thui 
•wards his sovereign. His majesty had they were grroncous their judgmfeht l m 
constantly shewn his atteitfion to the inte- He commended them fc\ avowiag, in m* 
rest and happiness of his people, and his ve- open and manly jiray, theirWntimeuts; auS\ 
neration lor the constitution qf the country ; their withdrawing tlie billVvas capable of l 
yet the subject would be in danger of complete vitfdication, sinc^thq*confhiiy I 
sing the best caarac'.er of his loyalty, and ^yould h^ve given rise to senofts divisions f 
the most important part of his honourable at<hi3 critical moment. Botlk lTe and the! 
immunities, if he weie not to be permitted whole nation must prefer thir conduct t oJ 
to Question the exercise of the royal prero- that of accepting office under fttfiisguisec^ 
gative, On a Jate occasion, the king’s mi- pledge, which \vas made sufficiently manifest 
nistert recommended a measure which had from the minute which Jiad been laicmipOb 
recently received much discussion ; he J- the table. If nothing whidj hast fall enVoom 
luded to the concession to the Catholics m his hon. frjend, or frt>m himseTfyun this*de~ 
^the army and navy. This was not brought bate, should induce *fce hou *3 to (Hiclare fts 
forward, that gentlemen mf|ght indulge ^confidence irt the late«admiueatration, he 
themselves in fine speeches: it was intro- moped, at leas^ it wo eld not JR prevented 
deiced to tranquillize the mind of the sub- Sfrom this bold acknQwledgmfeijpjrits feel- 
ject, in a particular part of the realm; and lings, by the iriitiscreet threat of nJ^right 
when from opposition, either at home or hon. secretary (Hlr. Canning), toflaivise 
abroad, that important design was to £e his msjestv to dissolve tlfifpai^ament. He 
disappointed, it was consistent with evfry* would^conftdeiUly assert, thak there was no # 
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example of such a menace. Wes it to be of a delusive inference. Whether the war 
considered as a specimen of the talents of bad been carried on with the activity which 
the ndW secretary for the arduous duties of the affairs of Europe demanded ? Whether 
his office, in which station he bad succeed- every possible means had been used to excite 
ed a noble lord of extraordinary powers, the energies of the people at home ? Whether 
and who was the follower of an illustrious the financial system hud been arranged with 
statesman, who, to the greatest suavity of ability? Whether recent accusations against 
manners, united the greatest strength and a gallant ofiiqer (sir Home Pophurn) had 
dignity of intellect. He hoped that the right been prompted by private prejudice rather 
hon. secretary would not suppose he tbail by public duly ? These were points 
meant ‘any personal disrespect to him ; oil which he woulfl not presume to deler- 
witbout any intention of that kind, he was mine. With regard to the measure so ho- 
discharging what he conceived to be an iin- nourable to humanity, which had at length 
penous constitutional duty. He might been carried into effect, the abolition of the 
think as humbly of himself as any man : he slave trade (although the; stigma of having 
.might sacrifice in his private capacity all the allowed it to remain so long could rever be 
emotions of pride ; but the honour of that effaced), the glory of that measure belong- 
house was a sacred trust which could not bh ed to his hon. friend (Mr. Wilberforce), in 
resigned, whirf^ must not be‘ stigmatized whose philanthropy it originated, and by 
with impdhity ; and if the right hon. secre- whose unwearied exertions it had at length 
tary’s threat were to be'patiently endured,, been brought to a successful issue. That 
the constitution of our ancestors must soon the late administration possessed ability he 
be surrendered. wa% ready to allow, but that ability, how- 

Mr. ‘Milnes, in a maiden -speech, oppo- ever great, by no means stultiiied their op- 
sed the motion. Although the question ponents, whose measures, if calculated, as 
and the observations to which it had given he was convinced they would be, for the 
rise, extended to th^ detail of all the acts advantage of the country, the house, he 
of the late administration, it ought yet to trusted, would not suffer to be impeded by 
be recollected that most of those acts had the operation of party, spirit. With regard 
before jbeen singly considered and appro- to what had been termed the threat of a 
ved of by the lmuse. Before he proceeded right hon. secrethry, lie had suid«nolhing 

i fie would mS^e one observation on the that could be new to the house; expecta- 
fortn of the' resolution, which did not ap- tioiis of a dissolution had been*fery generally 
pear to him to be calculated to include in formed. Was the absence of disguise censur- 
the concurrence to it all those whom the able? Resides, the right hon.gent.did not make 
. bon. mover must certainly be desirous to use of the expression which had been allu- 
f ‘include. It contained this proposition, ded to as a threat; those alone converted 

■ /administration might it into a threat who insinuated that by any 
e deserve^ well of the declaration from any man, the house of* 
eir dismissal was not commons could #be» deterred from doing 
ry. IJid it follow that, their duty. With respect to the conduct 
or any member of the of the presen t«aHministralion, he was con- 
ofpart of the conduct fident that by an anxious desire to obtain 
they must necessarily 0 peace, if an honourable peace were attain— 
extend the ii/ approbation to that part of able; if an honourable peace were not at- 
yieir conduct which occasioned their dis- tainable, by a vigy/ous prosecution of the 
^missal ? Certainly not ; and tbedion. mover war, in conjunction with our allies ; bj* a 
roust^ therefore forfeit the support of those wise and persevering attention to pie pro- 
wfltaV while they applauded the late minis- per management of the domestic concerns 
several points of their administration, | onthe country, and by tfyat eloquence which 
were not deposed to give to that ad min is- arould enable them id refute their antago- 
tration tf/ir unqualified approbation. He Aists, and to maintain the excellence of 
would not, art this occasion, gb into an ex- their own measures, his majesty’s present 
. animation tf&e merits of tl^p late ad min is- ministers would secure an iniluence in 
* (ration, o^dN^circumstunce* which led to the house, over which the violence of op- 
their dMmssaL A particulgrreview of their ^position would be unable to triumph. To 
public acts, few as they Imd been, 4t would what did the present motion tend ? Not to 
.require mope Jban 6he nighito accomplish, f shew that the house approved of several 
and a general ^review might be prodactive parfs of the conduct of the late ministers, 
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for that approbation had been exposed by | 
their votes* Not to inform the king of 
their merits, for, according to the states 
ment made by a noble lord, his majesty had 
expressed his approbation of their conduct 
up to the circutnstatfte wbicfe led to their 
dismissal. The house had not been told of 
the answer which had been made to the ap- 
’ probation so expressed bydbe sovereign. 

Would it not have been proper for lhe*late 
ministers, on quittingofffc:e, to assure his ma- 
jesty thutin retiring from his service, it was 
their wish still to support his government ; 
that they should be happyat having the power 
to afford it their ay] ; that they knew their dis- 
n»issaUi$a|occasioned by conscientious mo- 
tives alone^and that, so far from shewing 
any animosity against their successors, they 
were disposed by every possible means to 
contribute to the success of those measures 
which they might bring forward for the ser- 
vice of the country ? Discarded from his ma- 
jesty’s councils, they should retain the iw re- 
spect to the monarch, and their affection to 
theii country. By such motives they ought to 
be influenced ; at least, lie hoped they would 
not madly surrender themselves to a blind 
and headlong opposition; and that their 
friends and adherents would have the»mo- 
desty to suspend their condemnation of t]ie 
new ministers, until some opportunity 
should have been afforded of witnessing 
their conduct* or, in other words, until they 
had been tried. No doubt could arise on 
the terras in which the resolution was ex- 
pressed ; its general purport could not be 
misunderstood. Before, an abstract point 
was to be discussed ; now, the words were 
•more clear and precise, aud precluded the 
possibility of ahy misapprehension. Such 
were the sentiments he had to ex press on the 
present occasion, lie was anxious that a 
temper of conciliation should prevail ; and 
he should be sorry if the late ministers 
could not have the dignity to retire from 
their stations, without refining at those who 
li&ll succeeded them. Wlmte/er might be 
the influence of the speeches of the two hon 
gentlemen upon others, upon his mind they ven with the very frame of our coast il€ 
bad no effect but to increase his objectionslo tton. With regard to his present majesty, 
what they had recotn mended ; he shouB 1 am as sensible as any one is due 

berefore conclude with moving, the orde\ to a monarch so venerable by his by the 

. i._ .i • j l : i *j ; u.l l-#i : .j 


is of great Magnitude, and as 1 bad no op-* 
portunity of stating my sentiments ^upoa 
one which was brought forward some days 
ago, and which if not in form, at least in its 
understood purpose, and in the way it was 
discussed, tesembled this, 1 trust 1 shall be 
excused if I say a few worcta. Indeed, sir, 

I hardly know how l should discharge my 
duty cither towards myself, or towards the 
country, one of whose representatives I am, 
if I were to refrain fsom expressing any 
opinion at all upon a change 30 extraordi~ 
nary as that whiclfwe have lately witnessed, 
particularly as that opinion must be atonce 
the guide and the pledge of my conduct in 
parliament, perhaps for as long as I have 
t^e honour to sit in it. — But before I touch 
upon these noints with which it is connec- 
ted, I beg to be clearly uyderst^od, as to 
what has been made the subject of* so 
much wilful and malignant misrepresenta- 
tion. No pains’have been spared, and no 
falsehoods have been abstained fro™, in or- 
der to convince the people, that tne late 
ministers were inclinecf to avail themselves 
of what, it seems, they fancied was the se- 
cure and permanent* possession of power, 
in order to thwart the wishes and insult the 
feelings of their sovereigtl; and that their 
friends in both houses of parliament are 
prepared to support thei"*^ this line of - 
conduct, and are consequently the enemies 1 
both of his person and his prerogative. — f 
Now for my own part I solemnly declare, V 
that if I could see any thing in their con- 
duct that could warrant such a suspicion, 
if I could see any thing inconsistent -wiljl’^ 
the most delicate regard for lns^di^dtiiS 
feelings, ai*d the moSt^ro found and 
stitutionul reverence foe. his authority, \f 
should be among the first kp desert and to 
reprobate them. No ma\ can feel jpore 
deeply than \ do, the resp\^v<ilh which 
* every gopd Englishman ought ^approach 
the throne, nor am I at all incfWied to coun- 
tenance those subtle distinctions betweq/7 
the person and the office, whiqh might tencN. 
to weaken a sentiment* so closely lrtifcrwo- 


4 

i 


long period during wlfich 


of the day. 

The Hon. John W • Ward rose and spoke bover this greafcempire? and 
a* follows:— I can assure the house, sir, f by his piety and virtues. I 
that it is not without considerable rcluo/ necessary to sa^hus much 

lerate 


tance that 1 rise for the purpose of occu A 
pying any portion of their time, however 
small. But as the question now before ufl 


reigned 
than aff, 
ight it 
fat 

order to* exonerate'* myself from af charge 



whiclrha^ been’so diligently*disseipinated'« 
by anSnymous libellers out oftdoonr, profes*. 
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amg, falsely, no doubt, to speak the senti- 
ments of the present ministers, but which, 
I flatter myself, no member of this house 
will be uncandid' enough to impute either 
to the friends of the late government, or 
to the late government itself, which con- 
tained among its leading members, some of 
the oldest andtnost faithful servants of the 
crown, to whom his majesty neither made 
nor even hinted the slightest reproach of that 
kind Upon dismissing then) from office.— 
. Itisof the u^m 9 $t importance that the lute 
ministers should stand well with the public 
as to that transaction, aud 1 am perfectly 
willing to declare, that 1 would on {io ac- 
count concur in a vote conveyiug a gene- 
ra] approbation of their conduct, if it ap- 
peared that in the course of it they had act- 
ed in a manner ■inconsisienY with their 
duty. Blit, fortunately for themselves, and 
.fortunately for the couifrry, nothing can be, 
more clear, more concise,* and more satis- 
factory^ than the whole history of those 
circumstances which ended in their dis- 
mission. When stripped of those details by 
which, though curious aud interesting in 
themselves, the substance of it is not atlec- 
ted, it is, in one word, this : Ills majesty’s 
ministers propos'd to the house, in their mi- 
nisterial capacity, a measure for which they 
imagined the vjiad his consent. It turned out 

! however uptjnfurther communication, that 
it had been given upon a misunderstanding 
of the real nature of the bill. They imme- 
diately (Withdrew it. But his majesty ha- 
ving accompanied his dissent by a very 
f * singular demand— namely, that they should 
give jnjEfi ting a promise never to mention 
» tfcS^ubject to hinwagain, they felt lliem- 
•ylves obliged tcyacquaint him, in a firm, 
out respectlul manner, ttyit their sense ot 

S duty would uolfallow them to abstain from 
offeftng to # hipr from time to rtme, such ad- 
vice upon |fhis and all other subjects, as^ 
his iuteresty* and the interests of his em- 
pire, giightVin their judgement require. 
^Dpon .this, his majesty resolved to dismiss 
thenf'fciis service— following, ,no doubt, the 
Ajvicp of most disinterested persons, of 


heart, tMh to give jo their country the strong- 

that could be 


the establishment and call upon the right 
hon. and learned gent, opposite me to des- 
sert that profession of which he was an or- 
nament, to quit the study of the year-book 
for that ofyoVir finance reports, and Intake 
upon himself the lucrative office of chan- 
cellor of the ducliy of Lancaster, for life 
if he could, oi^ if not for life, for so long as 
he can hold jfc in order, I presume, the bet- 
ter *to enable him to make that gallant 
stand for the religion of his country, of 
which he has himself made such honour- 
able mention in his address to bis constitu- 
ents. — And now, sir, that 1 have mention- 
ed this address, 1 cannotjorbear stating to 
the house, the impression it made-&ppn my 
mind, and which it was, naturally, though 
1 am sure unintentionally, calculated to 
produce. If 1 had merely seen such a pa- 
per in circulation, without any name an- 
nexed to it, and if 1 had been tojudge of the 
author by the paper, nnd not of the paper 
by /he author, 1 should have said, without 
hesitation, that it proceeded, not as it real- 
ly did, from a man of blameless character 
and honourable intentions, not from an 
eminent lawyer, not from u minister of the 
crown, but from some mischievous and 
des^ratc incendiary, .urged by fanaticism 
or the hope of plunder, to rekindle among 
us the flame of rcfligiousMiscord, ciyl to re- 
new in every town in the kingdom, those 
disgraceful stenes that were ucted here iu 
the )ear 17 SO.-— But to return to the late 
ministers: The fact is, that they sacri- 
ficed their own wishes and their own feed- 
ings to the feelings and wishes of their so- 
vereign — they gave up all they could give 
up without disgracing themsehes in hu, 
eyes, and in thost*, of all the world — every 
thing but consistency, every thing but prin- 
ciple, every t^ing but honour ; these they 
neither could nor did abandou. To deal 
quite fairly w ith the house, us I shall ul- 
wuys feel myself bouad to do, even at the 
certainty of differing from, and the hazard 
of offending^ those for w)iom I hdfve 
most esteem and most regard, I must con- 
fess, that if there is any thing iu thSoourse 


persons who were not to profit by the ol this transaction for which 1 should be 
change, WKl who had* no other, object at inclined to cast blania upon the late ininis- 

X ..L *1 *. .1 m i._ , 


L^rs, it would be upon grounds very differ 
*ent from thole that have generally been ta- 


r greatest danger by ken. That they went far enough in conces- 
icedT — Now, sir, inlsion, I j 


eat and wisest government 
. formed, arifcime ofrthe p 

which itfrj ^ gver menaced! — Now, sir, inlsion, I am quite sure — my only doubt i;, 
all thitfC;caa see no insojfence, no folly, Iwhelher they did not go too far. i am in- 
no desire to insult tbeir.-edvereign, oo deep- Vlined to think that upon the strict princi- 
, laid plit for jnakfrfjf themselves Mayors of blip of better times, of times more favour- 
€ the Palace, nothing that could ‘endanger mbte to the people— and when i use the 
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word people, I mean to include every thing ] government anxiously and earnestly en- 
that is not the creature of court influence deavouring to check abuses, and to save 
and court intrigue.— -I am inclined to think, the money of the people, even at the bJzard 
that, according to the doctrines so long of diminishing their owfk patronage and 
and tuccessfully maintained tty our ances- power. An hon. gent. (Mr. Huskisson), I 
tors, the proper moment for resignation perceive, smiles at this assertion I can 
was that in which his majesty # was advised assure him, however, that 1 should be per* 
to demand the total abandonment of the fectly content to put the cause of the late 

, Catholic bill, and that they^qught not to government upon no other ground than the 
have waited for the pledge, that last insult integrity, disinterestedness, and ability they 
which their enemies were # already preparing displayed in this instance. I would also 
for them in the dark. If such had been remind gentlemen of that plan of finance, 
their determination, 1, for one, should (the work of the same persons,) on the de» 
cheerfully have stood by them and been tails I am by no means prepared to give an 
content to abide the consequences. But 1 opiniop, but the effect of which, in some 
am aotdisnosed to urge this point too far : most important particulars, are evident to 
— pernapsrteere is something in the nature aMbe world.-- After a long period ofmost 
of the limes in which \vm live, and of those expensive war, it has saved us from tbene- 
deplorable prejudices whic h it has been the cessity of imposing freslr taxes for several 
singular effect of the French revolution to years to come, and, I will venture th say, lias 
revive, by a sort of re-action upon the fears Jjy that means alone done more than any single 
of the tranquil and well-disposed part of so- act of any former administration to'keep up 
ciely, just at the moment when they wgre the spirits of the people in this singular and 
gradually but rapidly falling into utter con- alarming posture of affairs, and torhspire 
tempt, which would have rendered this un them with confidence tfc to the final result 
imprudent step even with a view to the ob- of the struggle in which they have been so 
ject it was designed to promote, the people long engaged. It regains to be seen by 
it was intended to serve, and to better which of those excellent, no doubt, but ndt 
purposes Ilian a mere continuance in qjhce very consistent or very t\arly explained 
—perhaps it would have enabled their ad- schemes which were opposed to it by the 
versarie^ to excite ^igainstf them a foolisli present ministers, the plan of my noble 
and mistaken clamour, the mischiefs of friend is to j)e replaced, and mfreed whether 
which can be i>est estimated by those who, the execution of that or any other plan will 
like myself, consider their popularity with not be rendered impossible by the waste of • 
the great mass of the people, and their millions to rouse unwilling cabinets.to pre- 
ultimate return to power, as the only re- mature and ruinous exertions. — it remains 
maining hope of the friends to religious to be seen by how much English gold, i 
liberty, to civil freedom, and to the consti- is by how much English labour, 

^ution of this country. — And now, sir, to present circumstances «oC the country, ’Tw 
say a few words as to th^ir general conduct: how much English privation and misery , • 
—I regret this change much, because it has it may be deemgd expedrntto purchase 1 
deprived the king and the # country of a another third day's r/c/orXat Austerlitz. 
strong, able, and patriotic government— J Whenever it Occurs, I trust Vjiat^ the sffme 
regret it still more, because it has replaced ftble hairi will be employed iii icomnuxni- \ 
it by one directly thg converse of it in all eating it to the public, and thtfWm^ learned ’ 
respects. — I believe, sir, that no govern- friend and namesake, who can sp dhsily per- 
meat ever did so much for tiijfeood of the suadc, first himself, and theimn^ wdOTf^ 
people in so snort a time. Their merits that a complete defeat was in’faat Shim* 
have Jj^n stated in detail already, and plete success, will be down by a spef 
will probably be stated again by persoik cial retainer from the Admiralty to the 
far better qualified" for the task, both bjU Foreign of$ce, for thbt particular nurpose. 

"«4htir authority and talents, than 1 am. ^ We have at leaust one peculiar advtli^ge in 
will however take the liberty Of again call- ^the managenfent of our financial affairs, 
ing to the mind of the house, those steps The present chancellor of tlufexchequer 
towards a reform in the public expenditure (rings to the suoject, a mincN^Mnd un- 
which were taken by the noble lord lately ibiassed : he is Encumbered by nowSirmejr 
at the head of the treasury, and by my no- {pledges a r opiniot^^uever having, jm far 
ble friend near me. They afford a rar^, las 1 know, touched "uTall ypon miance , 
but brilliant and successful example of afduring* thS long period in which He has 
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been as to every thing else, so active and so 
^distinguished a member of parliament.— Sir, 

J h&9e been the more desirous to direct the 
attention of the house to the financial part of 
the late administration, because I am persua- 
ded, that the purity and severity they dis- 
played iu that respect, contributed indi- 
rectly to their fall, and will prove a direct 
obstacle to their return to power. They 
were too sparing of the public money, and 
too vigilant iu tbfir enquiries into abuses 
not to be an object of aversion to the whole 
class of jobbers, defaulters, and political 
adventurers. These persons felt themselves 
in a painful state of fe«»r and depression, 
and exposed to inexorable vigilance and 
scrutiny. The dissolution of the lateVni- 
nistry has delivered them from all tttvir 
terrors. The good old time*, are returned, 
ft redeuft Saturnia regna," and they antici- 
pate a long period of laxity, corruption, therl look at the means by which they have 
and impunity. The new ministers know acquired power, or the means by which they 
how much support has been thrown away on nuist retain it, if they retain it at all, 1 consi- 
that $Ide by their predecessors, and how dcr their administration as the greatest cala- 
much maybe gaiftied by themselves, and mity that lias befallen the country since th§ 
accordingly they have not lost a moment breaking up of lord Chatham's ministry, in 
in shewing them “ ^ome token for good." 1 7 6‘ 5— a ti unsacliou which this resembles 
Wbat must be the satisfaction of the whole in some of its most striking features, and 
class on seeing rflat nobleman restmed to the particularly as being the result of that 
councils of his sovereign, who in what, J secret influence, of which that great man 
believe, was called his defence, but which hvvor ceased to complain, and >vhich de- 
to me appeared so much more like a pitted us of Ins services at the highest 
confession of guilt, declared openly and point of his usefulness and reputation, and 
boldly to us, the guardians of the national cut him short in the full career of his own, 
purse, that of a large sum of pubhc and of England *s glory.— The house has 
money which had passed through his hands, teen already reminded that these are the 
hfl would render no account whatever? — gentlemen who were seized with a sudden 
^Vtjjtetrv; glorious set-off Against the commit- panic, and abandoned the government, ul- 

G S of finance, the commission for auditing most immediately upon the death of Mr. 

ie pubtc accounts, and all the other vexa- l*itt, whose illustrious name was justly con- 
P tious measurer' of the late penurious go- sidcrcd as forming the only ornament and 
vernment ! With what rapture they must support of their administration. It must 
ball the trii^ipli that haf a just been ob- bee onfessed, however, to their credit, that in 
tamed bjfOieir tutelary deity over the ef- their retreat they complied most honourably 
forts orrb£ friends of reform, 4 over the with the rules of anrient war ; they did not 
feelingf^fvthe country, and over the dig- suffer the * spolia opima" of the departed, 
‘Bflry and authority of this house! — The abo- hero to faH»i\lto the hands of the enemy, 
lititfn of* thl slave trade was not, strictly His faithful' myrmidons kept the field till 
speaking, a cabinet measure, and therefore they had fairly taken possession ot (us sine- 
cannot fairly be made a part of their enco- J:ure, and then retired. They have how- 
znium in their ministerial capacity. How-< fever sprung upon ut Sgain from a sort of 
ever,f/fie friends of that gfeat measure ofi 'ambush, and regained possession of 
justice and policy* would do*well to consi- former position. They have accomplished 
der whatj^ance there wo^ild have beeu of (bis, by means of a successful appeal to a 
accojj#®^? it under the present adml- particular opiuion entertained by his ma- 
nistr^Jifn, which* contain~*&linost every inh jesty, an opinion with which many of 
diytcifcal (with yery ^ fetf exceptions) coni them are known so little to agree, that they 
nefetcl witl^pubTTtnife, by whom it«was al# thought it necessary upon a former occa- 
waysoppos^d, and treated as a* chimerical! sion, to give up their places, because they 


and pernicious speculation. — During the 
same government of 13 months, a plan was 
brought forward, and almost accomplished, 
for the better administration of justice in 
Scotland. No impartial person wtyp has 
been in that country* and who is aware of 
the daily increasing inconveniences both to 
the judges aijd the suitors, arising from the 
present foryi c of the courts, c£n hesitate as 
to«the necessity of some change ; yet no 
former government ever had the diligence, 
the wisdom, or the courage to attempt 
what became an immediate object of aUen« 
turn to the late ministers. — With regard to 
the persons by whom they have been suc- 
ceeded, I am not desirous to stat g < mv.tenu- 
ments much in detail, both botJause a good 
deal hits been said. already, and because it 
is a pleasanter task to praise than to blame. 
1 cannot however avoid declaring, that whe- 



» 

•l»9] PAUL. DEBATES, A?riA 15, 1807*— Change of Administration. v [450 

• 

could not carry a measure in direct opposi- former night. With what decency, and with 
'tion to it. And there is this remarkable what good sense, I leave the house itsflf to 
difference between their case and the case determine. We all of uf remember Mr. 
of tfce late ministers, that they demanded Pitt, the greatest*and proudest minister 
the whole of what # is called “ Catholic this country ever saw, sitting in the place 
emancipation/' and refused to .serve where the right hon. secretary now sits ; a 
the king any longer because he would man whose commanding genius and irresis- 
not grant it, whilst the late glisters asked tible eloquence might have excused a some* 
only a part of that measure, a ver) what too high tone of authority : but Mr* 
small part, and one that had been already Pitt himself, in the zenith of his power and 
promised their predeSessors, and what is glory, a power which even a dissolution of 
still more important, were content to aban- parliament will tyrdly give to the present 
don that part to the wishes of. their sove- ministers, and a glory which will hardly be 
reign.— Sir, the present government owe rivalled even by the present first lord of the 
"Nhii tfpo ^ef to a Mark intiigue, and not to treasury ; even he always treated the 
aiiygHSI®|tepinion in their favour ; ;<nd they hope of commons with respect, nor did he 
must retain it by those pieans which are al- scrFar lose his temper, and along with it his 
wavs resorted to, in order to supply the want prudence and* liis sense of propriety, as to 
of public confidence. Among these, I un- threaten at. the conclusion* of debate, 
dersland we m;iy reckon a profuse distri- when he apprehended that the vote of the 
bution of honours, which, without any evening was not likely to satisfy hinr, to ftp- 
proportionate advantage to the popular p^rt peal to the country, and send us back lo our 
of the constitution, degrades the anstocra- constituents. Sir, I trust that the nouse 
cy, and at the same time weakens the will treat this menace with proper indig- 
erown. Indeed, the way these gentlemen nation and contempt, yand that it will shew 
have taken lo shew their attachment to by its decision this uigroLthat it knows how 
their sovereign is altogetlier singular; to appreciate those ministers, who are, by 
they begin by advising linn to require his their own confession, unaVe to maintain 
ministers to violate tl'eir oath, and, in so their ground a single moment, except by ex- 
doiug, to make a Aiiect attack upon that pedients whjch a strong government would 
part of flie constitution on which his per- 
sonal security principally depends : they 
than ask him to give them their places for 
life, that is, lo make them completely inde- 
pendent of him, and out of the reach of 
any change in his opinion as to their me- 
rits ; and lastly, they desire him to confer 
as many honours upon their friends at one 
Blow, as would form, if jmmerly managed, 
a $ource pi influence for Ufycars to come; 
that is, in order to confirm his authority, 
they persuade him to mortgage and antici- 
pate the resources from which it is derived/ 

*— Sir, 1 will not ubuse the indulgence ol 
the house, by taking* up iwori of their 
time^: before I sit down, l\wpj however 
say a single wtrrd as to nnotneV intended 
step of tfee present government; I mean 
the usc?of a prerogative ol the crown, an, 
undoubted prerogative indeed; but the' 
ejgscise of which, in this particular in-*testonished at the panegyric pronounced on 
stance, and in the actual circumstances ol mem for financial economy and . financial 
the country, would, I will not hesitate to system ; but the ho use 9 would collect, 

say, be the most audacious, the most de- tfjpt the whole merit of their plimlauld be 
sperate, and the most revolutionary measure attributed to Mr^Pitt* It wa?ffir«d|ing 
that has take n # place in England for a cen- hind which enabletkdhe late adnfiufetnfiei! 
tury past. Tliis step has even been held m form thbsc arrangements respecting fi T 
put in terrorem by the right hon. secret ranee fdV which tffey claimed tHfe that#* of 
,tary, in order to influence the vote of a me pouuiry. The present chancellor of the 
Vol. IX. • SG % ' 


despise, and of which a gooa^overnment 
would be aslfamed. 

Mr. Hawkins Browne did not think that 
any ground had been afforded by the pre-. 
sent ministers, in consequence of any act 
of theirs, for a remonstrance against tbeip. 
They had all served his majesty befqrejfh&^k. 
present time with fidelity, why thenshould 
they be stigirfhtised by anticipation ? thfey* 
had given proofs of talent, and fully justified ’ 
the favourable opiiflon entertained of them 
on former occatoons ; was it Jur, then, to 
dismiss them now without a trim?** He had 
great respect for the late minptlfs ; but 
their successors certainly did my Mglcl to 
them in public spirit, integrity, Ddvtttjrar^ 
and were superior to them.in cousujftfcigal 
feelings and corttiuct. The late ministers ? 
meant well, he bad no dofibt, but they pro** 
ceecled sometimes to extremes. He felt 



451] PAUL. DEBATES) AftML J5» 1807*— C&wigt tf Administration* {4 58 

C hequer was alluded tp sarcastically as they were in power, it was entitled to hie 
ipg left the inns of court and his pro- approbation. >Vhetber he considered theif 
fession lor the arduous office which he held ; economy in the public expenditure, their 
and from the circumstance of having been probity in the arrangement of the finances, 

' lately a professional man, it was inferred their firmness, vigouf, and decision in the 
that .he could pot befit for his present situa- conduct of the wi*r, the general rectitude 
tion. The best answer to this cavil was, of their conduct in every other branch of 
that Mr. Pitt, the greatest financier this administrating he found that they were en- 
countryever saw, had stepped, he might titled to his unqualified approbation. They 
•ay, from Lincoln's Inn to the treasury, at had, it was true, been but a short tuna 
the head of which he presided, with credit in power, but it Ivas long enou gh to de- 
to himself, And advantage to the country, servethetlnmksandgraritudieoflbeiiatiun.- 
ffe did not copceive, therefore, any reason They had governed long enough for their 
for imputing incapacity, on the ground ju&t own glory, but, unfortunately, not long 
•tated, to his right hon. friend (Mr.Sjerce- enough to promote and* confirm the lid 
val). Gentlemen seemed to lay greatness vantages of their country. Tly^****;' ifiued 
on the pledge required by his majesty, in power, “ satis sibi, sed non patriae.” 
This at the utmost was only an implied Considering the principle upon which the 
engagement that they would not offend his present ministers cauie in, it was impossible 
jpajesty by the introduction of a measure he could give them his support, l or what 
repugnant to his feelings. ' was that principle ? Most certainly, it was 

Mr. Macdonald could not refrain from either upon an express or implied pledge 
j-etur/lng thanks to the lion, mover, for n6t to stir a great constitutional question, 
the opportunity wjuch he afforded him of If they did not come in under a written 
expressing his opinion of the integrity and pledge, assuredly they did under a virtual 
meritorious conducf of the late ministers, pledge, not to advise his majesty upon the 
This would beaplihsy task, and might be Catholic question. Accepting office upon 
.done in a few y^rds ; but under the circum- these terms, what confidence could they 
stances of the country at this moment, the hope from the people of Ireland? It was 
question could not rest here, forit involved .veil known th*t hopqs were held out to 
f the publicc^nterest and public opinion, the Catholics of Ireland previous to the 
which should be regarded, notwithstanding Union, that whenever that great measure 
tiie menaces of a dissolution of parliament, should be effected, their chums would be 
The house would feel that this was a moment heard and discussed with temper here, 
of the greatest anxiety in every point oi Were it not for these promises, the union 
view. We were engaged in a most expen- would never have been carried. In order 
, v Aive war against the most formidable enemy to procure the concurrence of the Catholics, 

‘ this codntry bad ever encountered ; it was the bishops were made the instruments of 
'a moment at which our great northern ally influencing the p/iests, and the priests wei 4 
» was looking towards us for support and con- bribed to cajofc tHe people. The present 
fidence ; it w/s a juncture at which the administration brought with them into 
r eyes of Europe were turned to our situation, power, all the odious purls of Mr. Pitt's 
Under 4 be 4 e circumstances, what was so ‘principles with regard to Ireland, and super- 
necesstyjy as that we should be^ll united, added the, principle of eternal exclusion to 
heart awd/hand, in the great cause we had the Catholics. IrcAaud, at present, might 
l What more desirable than a be considered "as a paralized member of the 
firjmp^^mined, efficient government, ca- political btfly. It affected the whole Mine; 
% pable of calling forth our resources, and but, let it be restored to life and vigour, 
‘directing them * against the enemy? The and the cripple would throw* away his 
late ministers had done all in their powtr to crutch, and grasp thp sword in defence of 
promote the interest, and .maintain thehc&Lhis benefactor. As jfo concessions to Gutho- 
pourfSf the country.' / lies, he was astonished at the iuconsisteDfy" 

, JVJt. Tj$he lelfitto be hisduty, as belong- which prevailed with regard to them. He 
ing to if te. part of the empire where the was at a lpss to discover why principles, 
the late ministry was a subject which were admitted in framing the coqsti- 
ipf^M&p and univcrsal/iVgrct, to state Ins tution of Canada, should be considered as 
opijfion on th e .g nestion before the housj. subversive of the constitutlbn in' Ireland. 
In ^hatcvkrlight he viewed the conduct If iHe was happy in the opportunity of express* 
1 'fbat &0iiui>iratiQU during the sllort tide jug his approbation of the conduct of the 
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Jate ministers, and of condemning the 
principles upon which the present adminis- 
tration canic into power. 

Mr. Robinson said that ^hen the hon. 
gent, attacked the measure outlie union be- 
tween the two countries, lie seemed to 
overlook the consideration, athat the noble 
lord (Grenville) who was at U* head of the 
late government, was one of the persons 
most forward in carrying that measure into 
etfect. lie felt sorry he could not assent 

the motion of his hon. friend ; a motion 
which lie had introduced in a manner cre- 
edit able to himself,; and there was no umn 
nM^jiJgiGjaise more ready to give credit to 
liis lnoliverftian lie was. There were some 
points on which he couftd not feel inclined 
to support the late administration. In 
their military measures, he could see no. 
thing but speculative plans and fallacious 
hopes. They had totally and completely 
ruined the volunteer system, by their inat- 
tention and disregard ; and there was left 
no moral possibility of now ascertaining 
the discipline and force of that establish- 
ment* The next point on which he could 
not support them, was, their conduct re- 
lutivc to the catholic Question. In his opi- 
nion they had imprudently encouraged ex- 
pectations which *they could not gratify, 
and were now predicting evil consequences, 
which lie did^iol think the circumstances 
warranted, lie thought the house might fair- 
ly expect, that the government of the duke 
of Richmond would be as popular and as 
lenient as that of lord Hardwicke. The 
late ministerial changes he regretted upon 
.general grounds} yet still he could not ac- 
cede to the proposition/^ condemning their 
successors by anticipation, and much less, 
when he recollected the peculiar circum- 
stances under which they were called to tty; 
councils of their sovereign. 

Mr. Gore said, he hqd thje hoigtmr of being 
a representative of a great aad populous 
County in Che sister island N^pine months 
back* every tiling was peaceable, and the 
peoplg Whll affected ; within the last month, 


it through its stages. It was true that tlig Ca- 
tholics of Ireland looked to the late minis* 
ters as their staunchest ’friends, as those 
characters upon wtfoin they might fully and 
confidently depend for the complete 
ment of their promises and sanguine ex- . 
peclations. But- the late administration 
must deceive themselves grossly, if they 
imagined that the measure they proposed 
was of a nature and extent to ^verify the 
claims of that body. No ^ the Catholics 
considered it only as an excuse for ministers 
not redeeming their numerous pledges ; 
they estimated it as a paltry subterfuge to 
escjfrc expected solicitations. Had the 
aJ ft ministers been sincere in their regard 
for Ireland ; had they really been inclined 
to promote Its happiness apd tc^augment 
its comforts, they could have embraced 
|/nany opportunities*of extending the bene* 
fits of education and knowledge. Had they 
come forward with that great and .inesti- 
mable blessing, which would have Taught 
the brave but ignoftnf peasantry of that 
country to choose bfoveeu real good and 
airy speculation ? Ha^hey endeavoured to 
rescue them from thoshk numerous evils 
which result from the collection of tithes in 
that country, and thus preserve them from 
that variety of distress to which the present 
system has. long committed ^them f In a 
word, what one act had they done to ame- 
liorate the condition of the people of that 
ill- used /Co untry ? a country, the brightest 
gem in the British crown, and of which, in 
the words of the poet, he would say, 

" Long from a nation, ever hardly ueM; \ 

At random censur’d, wantonly abus’d, . 

Have Brit8ns drawn their strength.” ^ 

Mr. Roscoe began with considering the 

' onnri\ cnnsenuencea 


great and important good^ consequences 
that must hai\i resulted fron. the adoption 
#>f any measur^that went, in present 
crisis, to conciliate the people efr Ireland, 
and to the trullrof such a prin/ip^Jie re- 
quired no stronger testimony i 
the hon. gent. wtu> had just safd^S^ As 
to the bill in its original £prm, he could no* 
no less, than four murders had taken place, conceive what objection could be urged 
atidprnumber of individuals had been anre&« against doipg that in those times, when the 
'fcrfffor treasonable practices, lie trusted* idea of a Popish ascendancy was lathed at, 
that when the present ministers should re- which was dotie when such a motion was 
tire from office, the house and the country really formidable. H* could Jfjpt for his 
would not be obliged to witness similar part understand the clistincti^Ly^ich had 
ptaoffc of their policy and measures. The been attempted^) be set up getwraa the 
bill which opened the military service to { subjects qf the km^of these realms#. TOis 
tHe Catholics, had his warmest support ; a majesty, no dopbt, 'T'ttpectej allAance ^ 
support which he would have continue^ from egch*and every of his subjects jftt was * 
tod the late ministers persisted in carryftig but reasonable that each of those subjects * 
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fhould expert their due share of constitu- 
tional privileges. As to its great impolicy 
in taking from tbfc national strength, it had 
been argued, by a right bon. gent, opposite 
(Mr. Perceval) upon a former night, that if 
the army and navy were so crowded with 
Catholics, the service did not suffer by 
reason of their political disabilities ; but 
was it no discouragement to a set of men in 
any prc\(ession, to know that they were for 
*ver prohYoited from acquiring the ordinary 
rewards of perseverance t ability, and zeal? 
As to the present ministry, he could not 
give them his confidence. Had thevncver 
been tried, he should object to theniu^the 
principles upon which they had succeeded 
to power. It hud been asked, why con- 
demn men before they have been tried ? He 
thought they lffid been tried, and tried suffi- 
ciently ; they had been “ tried m the ba - 1 
lance, and found wanting,/' In the debate* 
on the grant of the duchy of Lancaster, 
some Comparisons had been made between 
the present and the late chancellor of the 
exchequer; there wap no point of view in 
which the contrast appeared to him to be 
stronger, than disinterestedness of 

the noble lord, ,'Tnd in the veiy interested 
manner in which the right hon. gent, ap- 
peared to him to have been seduced into 
• the hazard ^supporting the new adminis- 
tration. Much had been said* about the 
alledged impropriety of introducing the 
Ring's name into a discussion of this kind ; 
if this Was a crime, it was in his mi. id, at- 
tributable solely to his majesty's present 
ministers ; for w’hat did they say — they ad- 
mitfthe |Wedge to be unconstitutional — thc*y 
^■admit, first, that ilVas wrong to demand 
such a pfedge, and then they contend that 
in demanding tA at pledge? t hiking acted for 
hinRself, and /vi thou t any /dvyacrs what- 
ever : this certainly appealed to him to be 
a very ctiftoys way of defending their royal 
master. . \ 

rose and spoke to the 
folia* iXjpPRect ;lt was my intention, Mr 
speaker, to have immediately replied to the 
observations of tlfe hon. gent, who spoke 
last but one. I felt pnxious to have com- 
mented f>n some statements whifch fell from 
bim, J$ftha view of answering thosecharges 
which lie attempted to insinuate against the 
late serva nt of the° crown. If upon those 
chargej^Sanfll be able to do what I think I 
shaJrftlSen Co i trust for fcls vote, then do 1 f 
call uSon him to .support tliose tery mea 
sure§£ the Supposed noif-performabce ofj 
which be baft, this night, stated to the 


causes of his objection to the late adminis- 
tration. Certain that I shall be able fully to 
convince bun on these points, I now feel it my 
duty to callbf.n back to that opinion, which, 
to my knowledge, hr entertained within 
the last 111011111, with respect to the national 
services performed by the late servants of 
the crown, ayd to the probable and practical 
benefits which would result from their ad- 
ministration. How this transformation in 
his opinion has taken place, 1 am at a loss 
to ascertain ; but if it be only founded on 
the allegations which he has this night ad* 
vanced, I can feel no difficulty in bringing 
the hon. gent, back to his former sentiinee^.C 
lie -has told the house, that lig^iTf^pect, 
from the late admiyislitilion, on their co- 
ming into power, an immediate attention to 
the diffusion of education amongst the po- 
pulation of Ireland. lie asserted, that it 
would be difficult lor them to prove that any 
endeavour was made to support the condi- 
tion of the people of Ireland, by an ame- 
lioration of the system of menial improve- 
ment. In answer, 1 call upon him to look 
to the statute book, to refer to that act of 
the legislature which constituted a commis- 
sion tor the express purpose of enquiring 
inu/and completely sifting the gross misap- 
plication of those fund., winch were par- 
tic ulaily set apart, and specifically* intend- 
ed, for suppoi ting a system of national 
education ; an act, the framers of which 
were anxious to make as comprehensive as 
possible, and which embraces every infor- 
mation, however discordant, on other ques* 
tions of policy, the source from which it 
flowed. The commissioners appointed under 
that act proceede d to their enquiry ; much* 
information hue unready followed, and at this 
moment the commission is actually sitting, 
llowltierefoi* will the house receive the al- 
legations of that lion. gent, when on asubject 
with which was ills duty to be acquainted, 
he is actually uninfurilted i How, 1 ask, can 
the house rc&ps^confideuce in tb? loose and 
undefined charges which he 9 has this night 
been pleased to make, when of an act of 
the legislature, passed about a year dgo, he 
|i | perfectly ignorant ofthe origin or’qpera* 
Uron ? When the late ad minis trationV 4 j-^ 
\ reeled their attention to an amelioration of 
the system of education in Ireland, the first 
act, of necessity, was to enquire into the state 
of those funds, which had been intended for 
1 that purpose, and which were jgfossly . mis* 
'applied. This charge of gross misapplica- 
tion, 1 state not either without sufficient 
grounds of justification! nor with any in- 
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clination to avoid the responsibility of my 
statement. I speak it in the face of the 
noble lord (Castlereagh) opposite. I charge 
him with having known and qpffered those 
funds which were intended for the support 
of a system of national education, to have* 
been grossly and unjustifiably perverted for 
purposes of personal aggranflisunent, and 
for the furtherance of the ffi&st criminal 
views. [Hear! hear!]. The report of the 
commissioners proves it*; and the evils ot 
the misapplication aie lamentably lull in 
the decline and degradation of those esta- 
blishments, for whose uses these funds were 
tially appropriated. — Mr. speaker, I 
cau the nature and temporary 

stability of that power which can fix its basis 
ufon religious distinction. 1 can clearly 
ascei tain the strength of that support which 
originates with delusion, and is propagated 
by bigotry ; which appeals to all the bad, 
the base, and malignant feelings of the 
human heart. In estimating, 1 say, the Ma- 
ture of political power, so influencing and 
so operating, 1 can sufficiently comprehend 
the transient facilities it possesses over a 
bold and honest policy, which, in a state 
where human corruption is so prevalent, 
manfully wages war with every thing iuPlhe 
shape of public ab^se, and. sifts the source* 
of natioffdl distress through all the recesses 
of official peculation and plunder. When 
funds, appropriated for public charities, 
were absorbed in private expenditure, when 
they were calculated on as parts of the family 
estate, and bequeathed to the descendants 
as a portion of the patrimonial inheritance, 
it became high time to meddle with them ; 
•and 1 do not hesitate to declare my strong 
and decided convictioif, that no small part 
of our political sins arose from our endea- 
vours to correct abuses, to convict delin- 
quents, to restore to the public that money 
of which it had been shainefullvdefrauded ; 
and to make* even th# highest ju rank, and 
most elevajfed in political cd^neftion, return 
thdke pubnc funds upon whiSJf they had so 
uujustifigply and illegally drawn. — The next 
charge U> which the hon. gent, adverted, 
was th / inattention jof the late ministers to 
tlprfegulation of tb# tithes in Ireland. ,f 
have answered his first accusation from the 
statute book. I have now to throw myself 
on the confidence of the house, when I do 
assure them, that onq of the first objects 
which would have engaged the attention of 
the late administration, previous to their i 
dismissal was an amelioration of the tithe 
system; pnd I do conjure the present ipi* 


nisters, if th&y regard the peace and security 
of Ireland, and the general safety of th^em* 
pire, to take the state of # that system inter 
their immediate copsideration and*regard- 
Hut great and commanding as this necessity 
is, 1 can indulge no such expectations from 
men who have set up the cry of church eqd 
state. They, . the advocates of the church f| 
some of whom have left nothing undone to de* 
grade the c haracter of religion in its most vital 
part, by uniting parishes, almo^lor the 
length of counties. This, I«do assert, was 
the system of the # prcsent lord privy seal, 
when lord lieutenant of Ireland (the earl 
ofWmftmorelandj ; who, during his govern* 
me/Thad raised to the highest station a pre- 
late, who in a moment of alarm had dared 
to expunge the mitre from the arms on his 
coach. But this was no! all # Tke broken 
down in foitune, and the degraded in cha- 
racter, were elevated to the highest digni- 
ties in the church; to the exclusion of the 
religious curate, who had worked foi^ years 
in the vineyard. [Hear] hear!]. But need 
we ask a more convincing proof of the dis- 
regard of those meV for that church, tQ 
which they now, witKahe purest views, 
feel so zealously attach ea^han to recollect 
the changes which they effected in the va- 
rious parishes in Irclaud ? I call upou the 
house to rest its opinion upon experience, 
and to deduce this plain conclusion from 
that experience, that whilst they had power, 
every other principle was sacrificed to per- 
sonal ^nolument. — I come now, sir^to that 
measure which his majesty’s late ministers 
had thought expedient to propose for the • 
relief of the Catholics of Ireland. This 
boon, df which so much has been said,£p£^ 
to which such frequent allusions bfcve been * 
made, did not comprehend but one forty- 
second part cm the restrictions under which 
that body of sweets labour. AL the pass. 
Ing of the union! there. were f^rA-two offi- 
ces from which Jpowan CatholicsVvere ex* 
eluded ; and that great measure, Nqjmoe^p 
seriously assert, was gained 
sitive pledge guvfefe by the noble 18^d d]jpo- 
site (Castlereagh), first to the Catholiif 
clergy, and next, through them, t!k the 
laity, that#every existing disability would 
be removed, and the whole of thos&^Z offi- 
ces would be’immediately opened to the 
Catholic subjects of IVelancbgf ' And yet 
these are the men so pledged Vm^uind by 
every principle honour and «ons£&|pncy» 
who have the effrontery to raise thm un- 
founded clamour* of the church in dinger, 9 
because the late administration had fndeaft . 
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£o open the army and navy to the 
olic officer! It has been observed, 
hat the noble ford at the head of the last 
Administration was a friend to the great 
measure ;-~-$o was I ; and my support to it 
was under the faith of those sacred en- 
gagements which I now find the noble lord 
Opposite (Castlereagh) had never even in 
contemplation the least intention to fulfil. 
I didvbope that the situation of Ireland 
would be'cjQmmitte'd to the consideration of 
the British parliament f that its interests 
would be impartially consulted, its grievan- 
ces redressed ; that, as it had surrendered 
itself to the protection of an imperihi par- 
liament, its affairs would be considered of 
Imperial importance. Had I not been de- 
luded with those* hopes, and deceived by 
those e^ectaVions, I would have sooner 
suffered my right arm to be cut off, than to 
have willingly surrendered those rights aim 
advantages, which Ireland, in its independent 
state,*did certainly enjoy. In surrendering 
that independence, she made a great sacri- 
fice ; but it is an unpa&onable position to 
. assume, that, becampe 1 voted for that mea- 
sure, therefore ap^r'to submit to the viola- 
tion of every engagement, to the infraction 
«f every pledge which accompanied it in its 
progress, and accelerated its execution. 
To Ireland* 1 say, it was a great sa- 
crifice; and let this country, for a mo- 
ment, suppose itself in her place. Let it 
reflect on what was given up, and on the 
rfianndr in which that surrender bus been 
recompensed. I unfortunately have seen 
an indisposition in this house to attend to 
thcfcoucferns of li eland. Be assured it is 

V&'wristukeu policy ; lor it is that component 
part of ihe British empire, which will press 
itself upon British consideration. It is, 1 
saji, that component partiof the British 
empire, deprived of whora assistance ant} 
support, jtngland would bt reduced indeed. 
At preset I will say no n\ ve, but revert 
aa^^ -^reAhingtfS which have so lately taken 
councils of tlyj crown. And 
Jiere 1 cannot refrain from ‘expressing my 
decided convictioh, that more than a corn- 
morf secret influence, has been exerted to 
Work upon the benignant feelings of a most 
graci^Ts monarch. Upon those who have 
wed 'this .unconstitutional influence, no 
fbtnmoni^k of responsibility devolves*. 
But Jjb^pnnciple equaU> extends to the 
snierafy vtflio have succeeded to power, ( 
•fterlthe deieand of the pledge, as it does 
to thl secref advisers of the crown. * 


sal of their predecessors to give an unton* 
stitutimial pledge. And to accept office 
with such a knowledge, fully commits them 
to the responsibility of the measures which 
led to their accession, Will they suy, they 
are not really or virtually bound by that 
pledge ? Will, the noble lord opposite (lord 
Castiereagii^veuture to state in his places 
that he is now at liberty to fulfil his repeated 
promises to the Ctgholics of Ireland ? Could 
the noble duke (the duke of Portland) say, he 
had not given this, as well as innumerable 
pledges to the Irish Catholics ? What would 
the house believe, and what must the coun- - 


They 

entered upofi a'vncancy created by the refu- 


try suppose, when they are i n fhr pirA L/ TSat 
that noble duke had actually'wntten two 
letters to two officers high in rank, of the 
Irish brigades, wherein he promises this 
meusure for Ireland ; and assures them, 
that it was determined to open the whole 
of the military career to the Roman Catho- 
lics ? Thus we see promises made only to 
be broken ; and, when we call upon the 
government to fulfil its engagements with 
the people, we aie answered with calumny, 
and assailed with intolerant virulence. But 
again I repeat, that if Jthose pledges had 
not been most solemnly made, not all the 
gold of Ireland, nor the gold of England, 
dor the borough compensation,,. nor the 
appointment of compensation commis- 
sioners, could have prevailed on the Irish 
people to have surrendered their domestic 
legislature. When, therefore, the chan-* 
Cf-llor of the exchequer sounds the alarm 
of the church in danger, when he sends 
forth, amidst the people, apprehensions 
calculated to excite religious rancour and 
fanatic fury, his associates should hold 
liis hands, and, for their own consistency, 
repress him. They are bound to say, “ We 
must resign our situations iu a government 
which is founded on the basis of into- 
lerance ; we njust abjure a system which 
goes to czt ate religious dissension, and 
fixes its potior, 4n dividing and i?.ffaming.all 
classes of the people. We will not suffer 
ourselves to be compromised tyhis lan- 
guage it is their duty to hold, became, how- 
ever unable to perforpiHheir pledge?*? the 
Catholics, they should not forward 1%W% 
system, whifh ties up their own hands; 
and which, under the pretext of religion* 
goes at once to puli down that fabric which 
protects both church and state. * 

Mr. Banket said he was a friend to the 
suppression of abuses, whether in Ireland or 
idf England, and for suppressing abuses he 
was ready to give his thanks to the horn 
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baronet, and bis assistance in the prosecu- 
tion of that object: He never had been a 
friend to the union with Ireland, and had, 
at the time the question wuBgfirst agitated, 
publicly expressed hijdisapprobation of the 
measure. He thought the tiiwe was not yet 
come for so great a work, and that it could 
not be effected advantageoufly if it did not 
settle that very question tftJbut whicji so 
much discussion had since arisen. Though 
the Union was managed by as great a man 
a6 ever 6ai in that house, yet lie, with all 
his talents, was unable to carry the business 
in tbe manner necessary, and was com- 
^nellcd to desertihe only proper course in 
wCTis^^ aul d have been advantageously 
effected. iHr. Pitt therefore was obliged to 
leave the Catholic question unsettled, lit* 
regretted the present motion, because it 
brought this subject so much into discussion, 
and had forced the sovereign personally so 
much before the house and the public, lie 
thought it hard that the new ministers 
should be accused as they had been, ot 
bringing the sovereign to the bar of the 
house, for after the statement of the noble 
lord (llowick), however respectful and de- 
corous, it was impossible that those who 
were acquainted w>th the sentiment# and 
feelings of the pu^ty whojn the noble lord’s 
statement involved, could abstain from 
giving, not contradictions of facts, but such 
views of th^trausaction as had been taken 
by that other party, lie recollected no- 
thing like such a statement respecting 
transactions in the king's cabinet having 
ever been made, and he lamented it 
should have been given. Much had been 
• said about the pledge demanded ; but whe- 
ther that pledge was unconstitutional or 
not, was of little consequence, for it could 
not be denied that the king had the right 
to dismiss his ministers, and to choese 
ethers absolutely. As far as applied, thc^J 

■ pledge# wai douf- without any 
though it Hi tifn contended 
ig could do nothing without 
lould not concur in that doc- 
n the constitution would re- 
ug to. something which never 
and neter could exist. Indeed, 

• could be a case in which the 
king might, and must be sifyposed to act 
without advice, it was that in which, having 
.differed with one set of ministers, he em- 
ployed some person to form a new one. He 
could not flee, therefore, on what grouneft 
the new ministers appointed by the king, 


unconstitutionally formed. With respect 
10 the confidence which migjbt be dee ui 
ministers, it was a genera) confidence that 
would not presume them unworthy of trust * 
before they were tried ; and indeed, as to 
confiding in any ministers, it was rather the 
duty of the house to watch them than con-, 
fide in them. He saw no reason, there- 
fore, for the house to stigmatize the new 
ministers in the first instance, and, refuse 
that confidence which "could epotfle them 
to discharge the trust their sovereign had 
conferred on them? For his own part, he was 
convinced that to yield the Catholic question 
wouUfdo mischief in Ireland ; he was sure It 
w(^d do mischief here; and he was con- 
v/c ed that tlm Union, instead of accele- 
rating, had retarded the^settlement of it. 

Mr. Tierney said, that thahoni^’ent. who 
had spoken with ^o much eloquence and 
ability (Mr. Milnes), comprised the whole 
substance of his'speech against the motion 
in one sentence, that it was suffiefeut for 
the house to kuow a lh#t tbe king had dis- 
missed his late minuter*. For hi# part he 
thought it necessary^io know a great deal 
more. When so extraordinary and unex- 
pected a change had to^en place, it waft 
proper for the house to enquire, what were 
the circumstances that led to it, and what 

was likely to be the scsult? TJie hon. gent. 

complaint*], with others, that, the king's 
name was dragged before the house, but . * 
lie must, again repeat, that this- was to be 
nttribj^ed solely to the new ministers. Th^re 
was /T time when, in disclosing any public 
meature, members of the house could ani- 
madvert upon the king's advisersf butciow, 
for thVfirsWtime, it vfeis said that the«fcn|^ 
had no Advisers. Who, theu, das it that* 
brought tno^mgis name into questiou, but 
those who declared that he acted without 
advice? If sunk a doctrine as this were to 
prevail, # the cmiracler of pubis men wan 
no longer safejput when ma&el 
of intrigue, and their ch&rc|ct| 
into suspicion, they were nu 9 tM&fk$ve 
privilege of defending {hemselvet becausp 
the secret advisers of tbe king shrrok from 
responsibility, and threw upon tb9 king 
himself lhos,e measures they admitted to 
be unconstitutional. The intere&v^f advi* 
sers of the Ifing threw «upon the king that 
which they ware afraid to a^>w ; and he 
took God to witness, that hefelKSfr^ientioiia* 
ly believed lhak the removal of th# jfctp mi-' 
nisters was the result of a long aft. dark 
|intrigue. # The? hon. gent, whospjte last* 


be victims 


tp 9uch circumstances, could be considered J had, "however, expressed 4us*astoai 
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that any misunderstanding should have ari- 
sen * but wb^n that unfortunate misunder- 
standing did aripe, the late ministers, as 
they ought, took upqp themselves the 
blame, and fairly acknowledged that the 
king must be right and themselves wrong. 
But was it, then, so incomprehensible to 
the • hon* gent., that a misunderstanding 
should have arisen ? Could he have forgot- 
ten, that dealing with one of the clearest- 
beadeahtqn that ever existed (Mr. Pitt), 
and being a' person of unquestionable per- 
spicacity, he had been l&d to commit him- 
self iu a very extraordinary manner, re- 
specting a dissolution of parliament^ the 
year 1784, from misunderstanding 
really passed between him and Mr. 
Pitt? Surely, after that, hq might con- 
ceive a ^misunderstanding to exist on a 
complicated question, r when he himself 
had been so much mistaken in u communi- 
cation upon a very plain knd simple point. 
Then,^after the misunderstanding arose, 
what more could h^ve,been done by minis- 
ters than withdraw t£e bill’ What mea- 
sure more conciliatory could have been 
adopted ? Nay, ifffhs made a charge, that 
the* late minisf^rs had withdrawn the 
bill. But, after the sentiments of the king 
were distinctly known, it evidently be- 
came impossible to prosecute the measure 
with any prospect of advantage, us it 
would certainly be unjustifiable for the ser- 
vants of the crown to carry on uny^measure 
as a measure of government, contralto his 
wishes. But, it was complained toy that 
they insisted on renewing the subject ; 
whereas they did no more than remind his 
ity that circumstances might lvndcr it 
necessary to submit measures^ Connected 
with the Catholics to his consecration ; so 
tha£ if it had been necessary J'o do so, they 
might not be charged with/gitating points 
which it vfas # supposed tht& had given up/ 
pledge, he wt k fully satisfied 
aq uiiconstitutiomri and so untie- 
cesswh^Atennand never coy Id have enter- 
ed toe Jting's baa'd, if lSe 4iad not been 
VroUeln upon by the most pernicious sug- 
&n§ of secret advisers* . By the pledge 
the king could gain nothing,, for he could 
dismii^his ministers at any time ; but his 
sccretadviser6 had every tbin'g to gain, by 
forcing into actioti this i&nconstitutionahj 
pledge yrtfcc ministers they, wished to sup- 
platyt/* L The secret adviser* by this had to 
gain ne exclusion of that association of 
talent*, property, and consideration, •which 
composed the tministiy ; as nothidfe else 
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but the exclusion of that ministry could 
enable them to remain in power. The se- 
cret advisers, therefore, gained every thing; 
the king noting; It wasau object, there- 
fore, to shut out by such an artifice, all 
the talents which composed the late minis* 
try. “ All the Talents/' be said, was a 
phrase which £ave offence to the Other side, 
but, it should' be recollected that the right 
hon. gent, over the way was liin)6elf the 
person who first had employed this very 
phrase when he used to argue so strenuous- 
ly some years ago for the formation of a 
ministry, combining all the talents of the 
country, in which combination, howejgj;^ 
the talents of no one person aent 

inmistiy, except his own, did he (Mr, 
Canning) propose to include. It was 
said, however, that the new ministry 
were to act towards Ireland with a mixture 
of firmness and conciliation. As to firm- 
ness, it was easy to guess what was meant : 
but with regard to conciliation, which sup- 
posed mutual giving and receiving, he could 
not conceive what kind of conciliation that 
was by which the new ministers pledged 
themselves to take every thing from the 
people of Ireland, and give them nothing 
in return. Besides, was it not absolutely 
insulting to the .people % pf Ireland, that a 
noble lord (Castli reagh) was to btf a prin- 
cipal member of an administration founded 
upon avowed hostility to the Catholic 
claims ? That noble lord had written to the 
Irish Catholics in lus own name and in that 
of Mr- But, telling them to conduct them- 
selves with propriety, and trust to thi3 dispo- 
sition to promote their cause. Good God! 
trust to the noble lord ! and what had been 
the consequences? ilad not the Irish Ca- 
tholics tor the last six years, conducted 
themselves with the most unimpeached loy- 
iky ? Were they to come to the noble 
lord anh -ay, “ We have fulfilled our en- 
gagements have followed yc/,ir counsels ; 
now do yoj^fj^til the engagements you 
contracted to [fs." What could the i'obleldhj 
say, but that “ all you say is true ; jgipu have 
been quiet and loyal ; you have trusted to 
me, and in return I hqve pledged Myself 
haver to mention your names ?’* What b^t 
of conduct was this ? and could the gentle* 
men on the other side deny that they were 
virtually pledged never to mention to the 
king auy question connected with the Ca- 
tholics? If they had given no pledge, hoyr 
stood the matter ? Why, that from one set 
ofcmen a pledge was demanded, and from 
another not, so that the king had it in hi* 
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power to apply partially and not generally deed, that if a permanent and efficient ad- 
a test, which must operate to exclude all ministration was necessary, the new “mini** 
honourable men from the service of their ters could not remain ; 9 it did not follow* 
country. And this system Was patronized, however, that thhiate ministers were to be 
too, by one of those* (Mr. Canning) who forced back. It was asked too, would the 
was, beyond all others, vociferous and in- house stultify the new ministers? That was 
cessant in calling for administrations that, needless, they had stultified themselves; 
to use his own phrase, shoujfl combine all for on the death Mr. Pitt they publicly 
the talents of the country. The hon. gent, proclaimed their own imbecility, and threw 
who spoke hist, was of opinion that the Ca- up the government^ What had hap- 
tholic question ought to have been settled in pened since, but that thqy ,»/ere thirteen 
Ireland before the Union. That, however, months older, awdi had placed the duke of 
even Mr. Pitt found to be impracticable. Portland at their heud ? Was the duke of 
The hon. gent. s # aid too that Mr Put had. Portend 'to supply the place of Mr. Pitt, 
entrance into administration, widfbut whom the administration fell of 
given satHfrtenoii to the royal mind, that lie ij^elf? It could not be credited by any one 
never would agitate the Catholic question, that the duke of Portland, old and infirm 
If this l>e true, by what means did Mr. Pitt as he was, could be th£ re^l minister. No 
communicate such a satisfaction or pledge ? one believed it. The performers were all 
If he did communicate by any member ol« the same, but tlilir parts were to be new 
the administration of that day any thing to cast. Last year Mr. Perceval w as attor- 
that effect, it would confirm a suspicion he ney-general, now he was to be cl^mcellor 
then and now entcrlained, that the arlmi- ot the exchequer. Mr. Canning was as fit 
lustration in question, with which he him- to be foreign secretary in 1806* a3 he was 
self was connected, had fallen the victims now; and lord Castfcreagh quite as ready 
of secret intrigues, and that the principal to be a secretary of Lord Mulgrave, 

intriguer was ihe same in both instances, indeed, was foreign secretary ; now he was 
He had for upwards. of a month belov the thought the fittest man to preside over the 
fall of that administration, thought that navy. The duke of Montrose, from having 
things v*E*re not going well, but lie was now been president of t|jg board ofjtrade, had 
perfectly satisfied that the same secret ad- been qualified to be master of the horse, 
visershad be«i at work in both enses. With The duke # ef Portland was the only acces- 
respect to the satisfaction given by Mr. Pitt, sion, aiKl so strange did such an appoint* 
he was convinced it must have related to ment j^em, that no man could believe that 
the Catholic question as u whole, for he it wayany. thing but temporary ; and report * 
knew for certain that about a year betore gavefit to lord Melville or marquis Welle*- \ 
Mr. Pitt died, he had it in view to adopt Jey. Vhis really seemed probably for* why 
•some measure for conciliating the Catholics, bring j^rri tylelville into the privy coyygiL^ 
and if this was denied) he could shew the But if siWi an appointment tool* place, bd 
proofs. It was dear therefore that Mr. Pitt was conficftbt it yould give no satisfaction tp 
could have given no pledge upon any thing the countryV As to marquis Wellesley, he 
connected with the Catholics* As to the certainly waLt person of iptimte ability ; 
motion before the house, he could^rut con- ° but as c^rtain\lUcussion$ would come on 
ceive the hodse of commons srfjfimited and respecting thadhoble lord’s administration 
stinted in Us functions, tli^t ittpught not to in India, he«ould not be provllsad^offla^ 
presume j(b ask for any satisfaction respect- any thing oLi the subjecy ^qfcqpresent. 
ing the extraordinary and regretted change Every thing cohfeufred'to shew, “Chat some 
whiclfc l2u taken place. The king could changes must take place) and this formed an 
undoujftedly appoiyt whom he pleased his additional reason why the house showd ex- 
mjp^jxers, as he couYU remove them, by bit press them opinion as to the administration 
prerogative. But the bouse of commons which was formed. When be couriered 
had its privileges too; and it? ought to ex- indeed, that 9 previous to the late change 
press its bpinious upon an event so inti- 'not so many sevAty members in the 
irately affecting the public welfare, Bui it house had etjer expressed H*s>p probat ion ’ 
was said, to represent the necessity of a of the measura of ministers, he donlfl not 
permanent afid efficient administration, and believe till he saw it, that the sank* house 
to express regret at the change, would 'tend which baji appA.ved their onndu cl would* 
to remove the new and force back the />ld refusd to express regret -art their reaiovdl* 
ministers. As to the first, it war dleas, in- Sorry he was, therefore, to see thaLihe# 

vol, ix. # • 4 2 II ^ . I 
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right hon. gent. (Mr. Perceval) had for- to secret advisers, his majesty had ex-' 
got himself so far as to put his name to the jressly told his late ministers, that he had 
assertion, that the f church was in danger, never communicated with any body on 
It was impossible. Had* he believed so, this subject except with his secretary, to 
he would not have been so auxious to secure whom he dictated t he ’comm unicat ions that 
a place for life, in case of removal, know- were sent m his name. lie did not know 


ing that the constitution would Call if the 
late ministers Came into power, and being 
secure that while in power himself he could 
retain the duchy of Lancaster if he pleased. 
As to a dissolution of parliament, he was 
convinced that it could tot be intended, 
particulaly when he saw a religious clamour 
raised; because the malice of the^devil 
himself could not have thought of preparing 
for a dissolution by the false and wicktfj . 
cry of the church being in danger. 

Lord Castlereagh' said, it would not be i 
necessary lor him to argue at great length, 
after the very able speeches that had been 
made on the same side. He should be con- 
tent to put the matter to the decision of the 
house, upon the single speech of his lion, 
friend (Mr. M lines). ' lie utterly denied 
that his majesty's mir.siers had been the 
cause of introduciugf-alhe king’s name and 
personal character so much into the present 
debate. The introduction of it in this 
manner was a novelty, from which he ap- 
prehended serious consequences to the con- 
stitution. rue introduction of it, however, 
became necessary from the coitduct o I gen- 
tlemen on the other side of the hoyse. The 
noble lqrd (Ho wick) had thought iioduc to 
his own character to come down the 
,« house, and make a statement for the ^ indi- 
cation of ( his conduct, which contain'd se- 
raj confidential transactions l^etw^u him 
necessarjs majesty, that would othftiwise not 
with the ten known to the hguse** I'liat noble 
that if it had pledged himself tootbe bouse to 
might nokhi statement, even before he had ob- 
which it ms a *i«nesty's permission for, that pur-* 
As to ins pjtonen the permission was obtain-! 

statement ma^e, it became 
necessary mat a statement should be made ; 
on thCojJier side ; hnd tbwefore the blame 
bi introducing his majesty’s name and per- 
sonalAharacter into ttye debate, rested with 
those who went out or their way to make a 
forxnaL statement to the house, which was 
by no means called for. Befbre that state- 
ment, his mqjes tyYSate ministers, or some 
r of . them, gaxu the minutes of the cabinet 
to persons who were not oi the cabinet nor 
even of the privy council. This appeared 
„ to him, a high crime and misdemeanour. 
The present ministers were therefore obli- 
ged to apply the antidote to the bane* As 


any practical gporl that could follow from 
the. motion, *'y.nd he thought it hardly 
lair c and manly for the right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Tierney) to talk of dismissing the 
present minisicrs. without wishing that 
the lute ministers should come in, in their 
pkices. lie should ask whut third party 
did then exist, out of which his majesty 
could have tonned an unexceptiopabA^Mu- 
ui iu ist ration ? It was not surprising, that 
when his majesty, in the exercise of ins 
royal prerogative, thought proper to dis- 
miss one party, he should choose his mini- 
csters from the other, lie thought his ma- 
jesty's late ministers were not justified in 
bringing forward the measure against the 
determined and conscientious scruples of 
his majesty ; but when they had brought it 
forward, he could not conceive upon what 
principle they should have abandoned it, 
unless on the principle of throwing all the 
odiu.*ai of the measure upon the king. His 
majesty must have seen that the giving it 
up was a mere concession of temporary 
convenience ; but that the greater part of 
his then ministers were determined to sup- 
port the Catholic claims when they should 
be brought forward, if not to agitate the 
question themselves. His majesty had 
therefore a right, after informing them tliut 
iiis mind was unalterably made up upon this 
point, to demand an assurance from them 
that they would «iot harass or disturb him 
any more upon the subject. AVus it possi- 
ble that lie aould have confidence in his 
late ministers ceasing to harass him upon 
this sutyjet, when he was expressly inform- 
ed that intyfy of ttheixr would vote in favour 
of the Cath^lic^etition whenever it should 
be brought fot ward. If his majelty had not 
dismissed his ministers upon theit refusing 
to give such assurance, the crou/gi would 
have been subservient t to a party hu that 
*uQuse. It must be 'also considered; '-hat 
although his majesty retained all the energy 
of his mind, and the decision of his cha- 
racter, yet he was now advanced in years, 
and subject to infirmity. It was a ve*y 
serious thing for him at present to be obli- 
ged to quarrel with his government and dis- 
miss his ministers. If he were still to live ten 
or c twelve years longer, it would be a most 
melancholy consideration to think that he 
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was to be per|)etua]ly exposed to such 9 
painful circumstance, when it was well 
known that his mind \Vas irrevocably made 
up on the subject, not from # political con- 
siderations, but frajn a paramount reli- 
gious feeling. In tne conduct of the late 
ministers, which led to their dismissal, he 
saw nothing of “ All the Talents 0 which 
they were said to unite, ^ftieir disyutch 
was not only misunderstood by his majesty, 
but by some of their ^colleagues, and b) 
their friends in Ireland. They had also 
omitted to summon three members of the 
cabinet, who differed from them, to the 
%gmmcil. The withholding the summonses 
appeared to him a crime, 
which almost deserved impeachment. Lord 
Krskine, who was one of the ministers who 
were not summoned, was, from his office, 
the highest servant of the crown, and in a 
peculiar manner, the keeper of his mujes* 
ty’s conscience, and yet he was never sum- 
moned upon the occasion. . He belibved 
that the late ministers had now discovered 
that their conduct was rash and ill consi- 
dered. Jt was not only his majesty that 
had dismissed them, but they were no 
longer supported by the majority of that 
house. The other house had also, ifi the 
fullest attendance of peers that was ever 
known ,* decided against them by a very 
great majority, and the general feeling out 
of doors was also in favour of his majesty 
and against the conduct of his Jate mini- 
sters. The parliament as well as the na- 
tion had determined to stand by the crown, 
and there was a general feeling of attach- 
ment to the person of the Sovereign that 
* would not allow the latter years of liis 
long and glorious reign fo be clouded and 
rendered unhappy by the perpetual agita- 
tion of a question most distressing to his 
private feelings, lie would not allow, tffa^ 
the dismissal of ministers wouldrlje a fatal 
blow' to Iceland. The yathv/ic bill had 
bqpn bro/gbt in upon a ‘statement which 
was directly* contrary to the information 
which Miiisters had received from the duke 
ofBeb^brd, as that nobleman had expressly 
infqpsfied them that^he disturbances in tl^ 
West of Ireland were not at all occasioned 
by any religious question. 4 s t0 his own 
opinion upon the Catholic claims, he had 
always been against giving political power 
fo the Catholics until the Union. Before 
th^t period* he conceived that letting the 
mass of the population of Ireland into the 
constitution, would be subversive of%he 
principles upon which it was founded. • Me 


considered, however, that that danger would 
in a great measure be done a way by ibeymon^' 
and he stated this opinioy in the I^isb parlia- 
ment, and he stated it not only ashisopiuion, 
but as that of many of the leading mem- 
bers of the English government with whom 
he was connected ; but in stating this opi- 
nion, he uever did give any thing like a di- 
rect pledge to the Catholics. Although 
Mr. Pitt retired from office upon the 
Catholic question, yet when he found how 
deeply rooted his majesty's objections 
were, he nlver •thought of agitating the 
question again, and declared expressly to his 
iritrff?, that should the question again 
cyme on, since he found that it was so dis- 
tressing to his majesty, he should not sup- 
port it, but protect him against it. This 
resolution was communicated «to his ma- 
jesty some time before he again called him 
to his councils. For his part, he considered 
it bis chief d 11 ty’to consult theease and com- 
fort of his majesty in his administratjpn of the 
affairs of the empire.. IJis lordship then pass- 
ed in review the wjjole conduct of the late 
ministers. From ti^eir first entrance into • 
power, he thought they had been overbear- 
ing, and had disgusted till the principal bo- 
dies in the kingdom. They first endea- 
voured to force the East-India company 
to accept a governor-general of their ap- 
pointment. .They dispirited the volunteers, 
by speaking contemptuously of them; 
they disgusted the shipping interest, and 
1 as tl^r they attempted to force the con- 
scieJfce of the king to their measures; but 
whdn they found that was. not to be done* q 
theyVere content to put their OhthoUc bill . 
in therWpackets, anefto keep their ptaefltif* 
There nlrar was exhibited in thfe country* . 
a government ofc such complete imbecility- 
They had raimed all the talents in the 
country, and )et had shewn no vestige, of 
talents.* Theylhad excluded mu jthe friends 
of Mr. Pitt J|om an administration that' 
was to contaif** All tffe Talents 
try/’ They i^ould hqtre recpi$©S»'i > how- 
ever, that at* me death of Mr.Tox, thfy 
lost that superiority* of talenOL which 
they might have boasted of during ffis life- 
time. A% to the present ministers, they 
came in without any intrigue or solicitation 
on their part, and if j&ey had refused to 
enter into thd service of his majesty, be., 
did not exactly see where ftis third party 
were to come from, who were to form .» 
new administration. If it was improper 
then \o accept’of offices udder tli se xir* 

I umslancesj it would folkftvthat tne crow* 

1 . t 
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was to be completely subservient to and abandoned the bill. He bad so often ( 
dependent on a party in that bouse. answered this, that be should be ashamed 

Lord Homck defied that the late minis- so far to trespass on the attention of the 
ters had been deserving pf the numerous house, as to $o again. An bon. gent f 
charges which the noble lord had brought (Mr. Gore) had asked, ^hatrthe duke of Bed- 
agaiust them. The first person appointed ford had done-? He would tell him and the 
by them to go out to India, as governor-gc- house, that the duke had acted with firm- 
neral, was the earl of Lauderdale, a noble- ness and m<y£y ; he had quelled distur- 
man in every respect highly qualified to fill bauc$s in Ireland, without infringing oil 
that high and important station, but against the constitution, or trampling underfoot 
whom an opposition Svas raised, perhaps by the liberties of th^ people. If there ever 
the influence bf the noble lord himself, and was a time of peculiar peril and danger, 
others who still retained an influence; and which required a firm aud vigorous admi- 
60 far from forcing the directors, that ap- nislralion in this country, he believed it was 
pointment was given up, and a nobi^aan, the present,, Was the present such au adm* 
who had since gone out, had been apponU lustration ? He thought not. w as not 

ed, against whom no opposition had bee a little alarmed, wjjen he saw the spirit 
jnade. He complained of the unconstilu- with which they commenced their admi- 
tional use 'made of the king's name, and lustration, by endeavouring to excite re I i- 
insisted that nothing had been said by the gious animosities and to set up the cry 
late ministers that required the introduc- that the church was in danger. He 
tion of it ; for they had admitted there had thought the house could not place con- 
been a misunderstanding, and it had been fidehre in such an administration, and 
consented to, that that misunderstanding therefore tie should support the motion, 
was imputable to then^; there was, there- lie acknowledged his majesty had a right, 
fore, no reason for urfiug the king’s name, by his prerogative, to choose his own ser- 
Then came the pledge^ which was proposer! vants, but insisted that the house had the 
and refused. He nad stated over and over privilege of giving its opinion on the fit- 
again, that such pledge was unconstilu-Miess of such servants to fill the situations 
tional, and the arguments had been admit- towhich they were appointed. He should 
ted by the whole ha^xs- . What was this not become a vexatious opponent to their 
pledge? Why, that his majesty confiden- measures, but would do his du,ty as a mem- 
tial servants should undertake' s^n writing ber of parliament, and narrowly watch 
not only to abstain from bringing^nrward their measures, in which he had no doubt 
the Catholic question, but that iheyi^ould ’out he should be warmly assisted by a very 
not mention any thing connected witi^ it. large portion of the house. 

The present ministers, who are the jegal Mr. Baf hurst opposed the motion, express 

advisers of die king, say they did nou.dvise sing at the same time his regret, that the 
^U&2££nsure, but that it wai the kj^/g’s own late ministers should have been removed. 
Act, than Vhich declaration noting could and his entire approbation of every part of 
be more unconstitutional, L for^ney by that their conduct, with the exception of that 
threw the whole upon the and they only which leefto their removal: disappro- 

only are therefore to be b tamed for intro- Lung of J bat part, Ire could not consistently 
ducing hi$. soared name Cito tho present {support a\xotion tyhich implie^ an unquali- 
and late debate. If it weEu allowed that fied approval of All tfieir mea.pres. But 
ifiijghl Jake place without advisers, he had another aud a stronger ol iection^to 
others,.iv4|fht« d o the sarae^ and in such this motion, and that was, as "he b|d staled 
t^ise all j^fsponsibihty would be at an end, on a former evening, in discussing i.propo? 
and hisj^najesty would be as arbitrary as any sition of a similar character, that ik^would 
monarch in Europe. The noble lord had ¥?rve to put a negativejfpon the exert/^ of 
by his letter, written under the sanction of liif majesty’s undoubted prerogative, *ia 
Mr. PyA, assured the Catholic^ that if they choosing his $wn ministers. ♦ 
would be patient, tfcgir case should be duly Earl Pfrcy rose to express his approba* 
. Attended to, ayd every possible means used tion of the original motion. The measures 
that it might ultimately be frowned with brought forward by his majesty’s late minis* 
success; lor that he and Mr. Pitt would do ters, he could not but in genera] approve of. 
every thing in their power to recommend The act for the abolition of the slave trade, 
at to thk public.— The noble ]ordba£ also which had so lately passed, and the appoint- 
■attacked the * late ministers for having meht of a committee for the reduction of 

l ^ 
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sipecure places and fees, were measures power of an hmnble individual like him* 
which would ever reflect upon them the self to offer, and which must convince»gen- 
highest honour, and be attended with the tlemen ou the other side that they had 
greatest advantage to the qpuulry. lie been quite mistaken as to the popular teei- 
could not however j^oid lamenting, that mg: lor if they had been allowed to go 
they should have introduced it bill into the much further, ihuse gentlemen must now 
house, for giving an extension of power to see that they would have created con^Kter- 
the Roman Catholics; no man^ he trusted, able agitation and alarm throughout the 
* was a greater friend to lolhration fjian kingdom, 
himself, yet he could not help disapproving Mr. Windham entered his protest against 
of any measure which would enable Roman the doctrines which t fie house had beard 
Catholics in this kingdom to hold the up- from the olhpr sijje, upon "the question of 
pointments of commander-in-chief, and responsibility. Ir, indeed, these doctrines 
master-general of the ordnance, as it had were ^obtain ; if it were allowed that the 
usual for perSons holding those situa- kmg.^could exercise his prerogative wilh-' 
tiohs, *to hav^u scat in thacabinet, and the oiy-an adviser m one. case, so he might in 
concession of such offices certainly went to another, li is majesty might make his tW© 
a great extension of power, but did not con- against an act ot both houses of the le<.,is-» 
tribute to the free exercise of religion ; but lature, and, if he could cfo so "without a 
from what had lately dropped in this house, I responsible advise*, then, instead ot aba- 
he understood the measure had been abau- Haut e of power in the constitution, all did 
doned. power would be in the king ; for, combi- 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer { Mr. I*er- iiing tlie maxim, that “ the king djft do no 
ceval) combated the notion, that the re- wrong," with the doctrine now attempted! . 
moval of the late ministers was the effect of to be established, that the king can act 
a long aud dark intrigue. If so, he con- without any responsible adviser, there 
tended that the evil spirit which conducted would be an end of ihut controul of die 
it, must have found its way into the minds of executive authority which the constitution 
lord Grenville and lift noble colleague ou intended ; because the king could not be 
the other side, and have urged them to prc4s personally arraigned, and because an> act 
forward the bill which was the immediate of the executive^'pffWer, shielded by the 
and obvious gause of their removal. The pretence se^fp in this instance, that suck 
right hon. gent, also resisted the doctriue act proceeded from the individual will of 
maintained by the supporters of the motion the kinof could not be made the subject of 
as to the idea that those ministers who ac- accusation. But he deprecated sucli doc- 
cepted office were legally responsible for the trine/ as subversive of the first principle! 
change which led to the vacancies they oc- of thKcoiistitution, and ridicule^ the idea 
cupied. He pul the case of ministers being of setubg up the old exploded n otions , j 

dismissed even from # cayrice, and asked with regwd’to any invasion of tfce pfSSW?* 
whether other men were to refuse to gative ariWg out of the expression of the 
succeed them, and the government was sentiment oVthat house, upon any exer- 
to slop merely under the notion of thjs cise whatever V that prerogative, 
responsibility ? As to the notice ^ken of s The Master the Rolls was ftr the mo- 
llis address to*his constituents, Jfe begged tion for jfassirt'gio the order* o(* the day, 
it to be undyr&tood, tnat \e dir/ not by any Many ministmjPbad lyten dismissed frdca^r 
raegns mean it asun election squib, as had office withoutlany c&tise assigned, bUt 
been statra ; for the sentiments which it ver until now 1^4»a minister eftmefdawn to 
contaurapwere those which he really held. parliament to complain of his sovereign? 
But so /ar from those sentiments serving Lord Somers was removed without sba- 
to ra&& any datigerdiis outcry, he maintain-* dow of coipplaiut. Did he come down to 
cdthat the danger was created by the pro- parliament to 'institute an investigation of 
ceedings of the gentlemen on the other the cause? When the celebrated WSig ad- 
**le» and that the course which he took of ministration wejje remoweii by queen Anne, 
resisting them was the best means of avert- did they -breathe a whisper against their 
irifc that danger. This, he thought, should royal mistress^ in either house of parlia- 
appear, to the gentlemen themselves, from ment? I(,a minister were to secure to Aiiti- 
the spirit which manifested itself through- self the right of enquiring int% the ettuse of # 
out the country ; a spirit, indeed, which his removal, he would approximate his si* * 
could not be excited by anything indie tuation to that Of a judge, or any other 
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officer for life. In 17$7* the dismissal of tance, not only from the impression whiqh 
Mr. •Pittand Mr. Legge produced a great the bravery of our troops must make upon 
ferment ; but was any thing said in parlia the enemy, in that quarter of the globe, but 
znent about that dismissal ? Of a change in also from the impression which must be made 
ftdm nistration, parliament had no cousti- upon the people of th$ country, by the mode- 
tutional knowledge, and on sucli change ratiou and fdrbearance, the good order and 
could found no enquiry. lie thought the discipline displayed by our troops, after 
permission given to a noble lord to detail the conques^ was completed, and this, too, 
the transactions which had led to the dis- under circu distances which (if any circum- 
mission, unconstitutional, as it was publish- stances could justify it) would huvejusti- 
ing the proceedings of the privy council, tied a contrary c&uduct, namely, the car. 
which ought to \>e kept sacredly secret. The rying the place by assault. His lordship 
question therefore, in his option, ought concluded by moving the thanks of the 
never to have been agitated in d)£ house house to brigadier-general sir S. Auchmuty, 
of commons. to brigadier-general the*hou. W. Lupnlcy, 

After a few words from sir A. Pigoo^ a and the other officers underlie command 
division took place, and the numbers were : of sir Samuel, auc^an acknowledgement of 
For passing to the order of the day • 244- the services of the non-commissioned ofti- 
Againsf it T iy8 cers and soldiers. 

• - ■ The Earl of Galloway thought it neces- 

Majority in favour of ministers . 46* sary to call the attention of the house to 

—Adjourned at half past six o'clock on one or two points connected with this sub- 
Thursd% moruiug. ject. The brave achievement which the 

===== thunks of the house were called for, de- 


, v HOUS K OH LORDS. 

Thursday , April iff. 

[Capture of Monte Video.] Lord 
Hawkcsburi f rose, pursuant to notice, to 
move the Thanks of the house to brigadier- 
general sir S. Auchmuty, for the capture of 
Monte Video. former occasions, 

lie said, doubts had been eni^tSined by the 
lurose, whether the thanks olltlie house 
ought to be given in cases where\nportant 
captures were made with little oiVu o re- 
sistance on the part of the enemy, un the 
present case, however, in whateveiwpoint 
offiew the achievement was considered, 
cop Id be no possiote dbidfi; in his 
opinion, that it ought to be retarded with 
the thanks of fhe house? Tine thanks of 
that house constituted an IKghly valuable 
a tad greetfy valued rcward/which encoura* 
gad the -living and affoiCed lb£ greatest 
consolation to the jelaticXiq of those who 
SblL ^Tbe brave exertion Oof the British 
troop^Toodnhe skill andjv&qur of the offi- 
cers, displayed in |he capture of Monte Vi- 
deo, Eminently deserved, in his opiuiQn, 
that reward. The particulars of this cap-, 
tore had already been published. It ap- 
peared from this qccount, that two actions 
had been fought, tn«which the British troops 
had been victorious, and tfiat subsequently 
JMoute Video was carried Gy assault, after 
encountering and overcoming tbj greatest 
difficulties, *gith a spirit gnd a bravery de- 
serving of thejnghest praise. Tjus.gallam 
1 achievement was of the greatest impor- 

« -I 


served, in his opiniou, the highest praise, 
and he rejoiced to hear the noble secretary 
of state co rue forward in the way he had, 
to move for those thanks. 

Cord Mu/grave , aYter a warm panegyric 
efti the spirited exertions of our u^vy in co- 
operating with the army on the present oc- 
casion, concluded with similar motions to 
rear-admiral Stirling, the officers, nieu, &c. 
uuder his command. — The question was 
tlien put upon these mo. ions, and they 
were all carried, neat. dtss. 

JfOUftE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, April Iff. 

[Capture of Monte Video.] Lord 
Caitlereagh rose pursuant to notice, to call 
the attention of the house to the brilliant 
and i important services rendered by his m»> 
jesty’s ISWes in*the Capture ^f Monte Vi- 
deo. It was impossible that\i person in 
his situation could feel any duty moreagfee- 
able, thau doing this justice *to tne services 
performed by his majesty '3 lows. No- 
thingqould be more grateful to thV feelings 
of a person so situate?, than to that 
in all the variety of opinions that prevailed 
ou all otheit subjects, party feeling was en- 
tirely laid asleep on subjects of this kiftd, 
and only one spirit of emulation who should 
be most prompt to pay the. tribute of grtfti*- 
tude and applause, prevailed in eveiy 
bosom. He was sure he could say of one 
individual on * the opposite side {Mr. Wiad- 
h&m), that whatever difference of opinion 
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1)0 might hav$ with his majesty’s present answer the call that was made, but he could 
ministers on the management of the army, not suppress an expression of regret forth* 
he would, on an occasion like the present, officers who had fallen intthis glorious hn- 
bury all those differences in oblivion, and terprise, and whoseloss must casta gloom 
be among the foremosrto unite with those over the joy the achievement inspired, 
on that side of the house in acknowledging The country had suffered a severe loss in 
and applauding the service t|jat had been the distinguished and gallant officers who 
• done. He could assure th^ right lion, had fallen. But it was the misfortune xrf 
gent., that no difference of opinion that ex- war, that no important services could be 
isted on other points c^ulrl make it less rendered without similar losses; and the 
grateful to him (lord C.) to acknowledge glorious nature of the achievement, and thoi 
and do justice to the merits of persons importance o£ the^service rendered in thi# 
called into action by his recommendation, case, rausUre to the friends of those with 
than if those persons had been appointed whose bfcfoa it was purchased, as well as to 
by himself. He was sure that only one the country, to whom the loss of such men • 
sentiment prevailed as to the merit of the wurf'no less deplorable, a consolation uifder 
service rendered, whether the importance affliction which would otherwise be in- 
of the acquisition was considered, or the consolable. He concluded with moving, 
nature of the execution. Though the force c * That the thanks of the flonsc % be given 
engaged was of a limited number, yet this Jo brigadier-genera* sir S. Auchmuty, for „ 
was one of those military efforts which en- the skill mid gallantry displayed* by him 
titled those who had performed it, to fclie in taking the important fortress of Monte 
best thanks of the country. In respect to Video.” • 

the amount of military excellence, no en- Sir John Doyle and*Mr. Windham rose 
terprise could be better selected than this together. Sir Join! Doyle having given 
in particular to mark with the most distin- way, m 

gu is lied approbation. In the sort of attack Mr. Windham said, that after the for- 
that it had been neces^ry to make, the high- cible manner in which the noble lord had 
est qualities of soldiers, the steadiest disci- conveyed the general feeling, he felt it rather 
pline, and the most* undaunted firmness and a trespass on the hou se to offer any thing 
bravery were conspicuously displayed. The further, ye cp&tTlfibl pretend to any 
assault was made under every disadvantage, share in thm^lory of the brillirfnt achieve- 
and it was only by their eminent superio- merit now^xnder the consideration of the 
rity in these great qualities that the British house, pierely for his being in the pffice of 
troops had been able to overcome all the sccretfry of state for the war department 
obstacles opposed to them, and render wheiwthe expedition was fitted out. But ^ 
themselves masters of the place. The haviAturned his mind particuleply to the * 
breach had been iu itself less practicable outset\jd the operations of this expedition, 
than was supposed, and had been rendered he felt unnatural disposition to £*y ffiew* 
by the enemy, in the course of the night words on rhe occasion. He was sure the 
preceding the assault, so extremely inac- noble lord opposite did not feel less warmly 
cessible, that when the troops, which /had upon the success of the expedition than if 
been wisely sent forward before break of Hie had himselfifitted it out. *The noble 
day, approached, they fiund 4?f scarcely lord would do mix the justice to* say, that 
discernible / their discipline and firmness he had felt op less warmly when it had^ 
Wfcte put Jo the most trying test, by their fallen to hin&o discharge a debt of thb 
being objtsgdjp remain a long time expo- same kind on«?h*ceediAg the fcobjje lord in 
sed to tliefire of the enemy’s guns, before moving the vote of thaijcs for th&yictorf 
they could ascertain the breach, or attempt of Maida. He agreed with the nob lord 
to enter it; The hotlse would feel, tliat in 1 in his observations on all the details of the 
expressing its thanks on the present occa- achievement now under consideration. In 
sion, it was discharging a debt%>f gratitude, every one ofthose details there was^L par- 
The discharge of that debt would at the ticular claim to jhe gratitude of the countiy. 
same time have the effect of giving addi- The achievement, considered altogether, ' 
tional spirit and enterprise to the army and was one of the highest in the highest class 
the navy, to emulate the exploits that were of military services. The circumstance's 
so honourably distinguished. He sboujd that attended itf called for particular no- , 
not trespass further on the house in a c^se tice. # The fortress was stgon^beyoAd what, 
where every feeling was \dready prompt to had bttn calculated. It was. impossible 
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man could be placed in a more trying si* plause to the gloriousdeedsnowundercoR- 
attacking an almost un discoverable si deration. 'He was unwilling that his brave 
breach, on which an immense quantity 01 otnpatijons in arms, who had followed h|s 
fire had been brought tu bear. These cir- Jortunes in the last war, should have reason 
cumstances wpre of such a nature as to re- to complain of him lotdiaving sat silent when 
quire all the high qualities o f the troops their glory wtis the theme of admiration, and 
which were the subject of the present pane* when he, vvhp was acquainted with their 
jjyric, Thus, whether it was considered spirit and c lmracter from their outset, ought 
yri&h respect to the value of the conquest, to ie the nfst to bear testimony to their 
or the nature, of the action by which it was merit. In every situation in which his 
gain&d, this glonoufe performance could not majesty's army could be employed, he 
' be too highly estimated^ It was necessary, was satisfied it would display the same 
besides, to observe, that the^>gs that had heroism, and he hoped would obtain similar 
been sustained, heavy as it was/^N([ fallen advantages for the country. He spofte 
chiefly, not on the whole army, but ou thui Irorn experience; for he* had never known* 
part which was engaged in the storm, V It an instance in which liritiph troops had 
was a loss on 1200 men, not on 4000j and been engaged with, equal or nearly equal 
in proportion as the loss was greater, so numbers, in which their conduct had not 
was the glftry. f It was a consolation, though been sucli as to redound to the honour and 
a mournful one, to those whose relations ( advantage of their country. What the 
bad fallen, that their lives. were not thrown noble lord and the right bon. gent, had 
away, but that they had l>een the means of stud, rendered it unnecessary for him to 
adding* greatly to the national glory, and say more. The strength of the place, the 
of promoting the most important interests difficulty of the breach, the quantity of 
of their country. The merit of our soldiers ordnance brought to bear on it, and the 
was greatly enhanced by the gallant defence great disparity of numbers, rendered this 
made by their opponents, stimulated as action as brilliant as any former one; and 
they were by the influence of their priests, they-e was no instance of an exploit ex. 
to the most fanatical enthusiasm. At the ceedingit. He should content himself with 
same time that this powerful resistance en- giving his support to the 1 motion, introduced 
banced life glory of"tffc>t«uiquest v another in a manner so honourable to the parties 
important effect also woutti? he trusted, who had moved and seconded it. 
result from it, that the valour usSplayed b) Mr. M. Matthew commended the hon. 
the Spanish troops would insure their general, for the particular notice he had 
countrymen in Europe ^ith a kindrtV spirit taken of the 87th regiment. It was true, 
iu resisting the common enemy ; an enemy that regiment, led on by a gallant friend of 
who, although approaching them under the his, had distinguished itself particularly iu 
ma& of friendship* was jnoie dangerous the assault. But what the hon. general migb* 
we yrere in open hostility. a little have added, and what he was. sorry he had 
of this spirit was displayed in Ptd Spain, it omitted, was, that that regiment to a man 
would be attended with' co^equcnces at was compose^ of llom£n Catholics. It was 
which Europe would have*' reason tore- ^Jso % a fact that 3 of the 4 thousand men com. 
joice. Hfe would say no tr^re. What hacbl posiug^^e expedition, were Catholics. Who 
been achieved, was beyojfrd the* power of after thiirtyuid Ijay tjiat Catfblics were not 
him, or any body, to incrake by words. to be trusted with arms f Whoever would 
Sii "John Doyit said, iffetp»d been per- say so, was ungrateful, and the worst enoifty 
tinacipue in offering hinie*4? f to the house at of the courttry. — Tire thau kajr/ cre then 
qhe sanjd*time with the right hon. gent., be voted to brigadier*geueral LdflflEjr, And to 
hoped^it would be a sufficient excuse *o the officers and men; and also to admiral 
state* first, that he did not spe the right ^Stirlitig, for his distinguished skill and abi« 
bon. gent M Rnd secondly, * he hoped he lity in effecting the landing; to the captains 
should’ he forgiven if he shewed a little te- and officers Of the fleet for their co-opera- 
nacity kt pressing his claipi to the attenr tion, and to tlie seamen and marines. It 
tion of the house, when he mentioned that was ordered that the votes should {>* 
one of the Regiments particularly engaged communicated by the Speaker to sir S. 
on this glorious occasion ^t he 67 tU) f he had Aucbmuty and Admiral Stirling.— After 
liimsel i the honour of raising. On this ac- a c few words from sir T* Turton and 
< on ni, the naturally wished tef raise his others, the votes were severally agreed to, 
voice in paying the common tribute of ap- *eiq. con. * 
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HOtfgR OF LORDS. 

9 Friday , April 17. 

[Scotch Judicature Bill.] — L ord 
Kinnctird rose to acquaint their lordships, 
that it was his intention to diove that the 
lord president and the^vvo seizor judges of 
the com t of session be ordered to attend. 

The Duke of Montrose ifoved, as an 
»» amendment, that the followmg words be 
added, “ and be admitted within the bbdy 
of this house.” , 

The hail of Lauderdale wished the noble 
lords to recollet t, that the order of the house 
which commanded the attendance of the 
lord president and the senior judges, al*o ex- 
tended to such other judges as were able to 
attend It s( % happened, that there weie 
some other judges of that court * n town, and 
theiefure he thought it necessary that the 
present motion should embrace that part of 
the case — The motion so amended was put 
and cairn 1 ,• and the chairman was ordered 
to report the proceedings to the house forth- 
with Tht house hating resumed, lord 
Walsin^ham lepoited the decision of the 
com natter. 

The Duke of Montrose argued in favour 
of the light of the Scotch judges to be ad- 
mitted uulnn the body of the house. At 
al! times it was a gieat-and wise measurS ot 
policy, to hold in l^verence and estimation, 
those leaded persons to whom was entrust- 
ed the dispensation of the laws. But the 
judges of Scotland had a claim fiom the 
usages and customs of the Scottish parlia- 
ment ; as, preMous to the union, they, on 
all occasions, were entitled to take their seats 
in that assembly. Undei such circumstan- 
ces, he conceived that the judges of the court 
of session, independent of all personal feel- 
ings, were light in supporting what they 
supposed the privilege of their body 3 and, 
with that conviction, he was induced to sub- 
mit the motion he made in the committee 
4t that they be admitted within the body of 
the house.” * % * t* 

The Lord Chancellor tAsted the house 
would believe, that there was not amongst 
their lordships an individual whb entei tamed 
<pr the # ji4®ttfH4%haracter a higher leverence 
than he did; but, at ihe same time, helelt 
convinced, that no legal right existed by 
which the judges, either of Ireland or Scot- 
land, were entitled to seats within the body 
of the house. At the period when a learned 
judge (Fox) from Ireland was placed below 
the bar of the house, he was sei iously griev- 
ed ; but he still must contend, that the dcci- 
Vol.IX. 


men of the committee appointed to inquirer 
into the precedents, was perfectly correct 
At all events, he had thought it his duty, in 
order to support the characteristic digpity, 
and the necessary reveredee of the judicial 
chaiacter, to consider of a legislative act on 
that subject 3 and he would now assure the 
house, with its indulgence, that he intended 
to ask for leave to biing in a bill accord* 
ingly. 

Lord Auckland was of opinion, that as it 
was the general sense o£the house, that the 
judges of Ireland and Scottyid had no legal 
right to the^privifcge, he could not see the 
necessityo^fny legislative interference. He 
was li^Hned to consider such interference 
rather as an innovation of a most dangerou| 
tendency. 

Lord Hawkeshury contended, that the no- 
ble baron did not put the suggestion of his 
noble and learned friend, id a fair point of 
view. If the judges of Scotland had now no 
"right, surely it was not an improper measure, 
which would impart to the judicial character, 
both in Ireland and Scotland, that pfivilege. 
There was one great, deference, at least it 
had so struck him, in a comparison between 
the tight of the Scotch and Irish judges. 
The Irish judges werS called to parliament 
by the summons of the king 3 and, of 
course, wjien that summons ceased, their 
right to a seat within the body of the house 
was annulled. BujU& '^pdgestof Scotland 
sat in the Seotjjrfifpailiament, by immemo- 
rial usage j^Jnd the motion of hi9 noble 
ft lend wqjR to allow them that which they 
had enjoyed in their national legislature. 
He on ly stated these facts for the considera* 
tion eg the house, and net with any view of 
givings decisive opinion • * 

Lor <riloU%nd expressed his willingnysj yy 
support tN? bill to which the noble lord al- 
luded, and ftfach went to grant to the judges 
of Scotland am] Ireland, the right of sitting 
within the body of the house. Af the same 
time, he must that the precedent in 

the case of JudgelFox was condlustfe against 
the present clagff of the judges of the court 
of session in Scotland. He telt the force of 
the objection, to the intenfled # biU, in- 
asmuch as it went to mak$ an appearance at # 
the bar of the house, a matter of degytda* 
tion, and a^ubject of reproach. Jt was to 
be recollected/ that some of the most re- 
spected characters in the iy story of the toun* 
tjy, were often examined at that bar 3 and, 
therefoie, he cofild not see that the cause of 
jealousy, in tlft Scotch judges, was at all 
warranted. That learned body stated a*va- 
2 I 1 
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tijrty of reasons, which they conceived sup- 
ported the pretensions they had made. But 
with fill respect for that learned and respect- 
able body, he capld not give them much 
credit for the cogency of their arguments, the 
strength of their precedents, or the ingenui- 
ty of their inferences. Their reasonings 
convinced him of the liability of learned men 
to assume a light, which might probab'y 
have existed in distant periods of history, but 
which was solemnly abrogated in modern 
times. Thus, it walnut long since a learned 
person from Scotland (the lord advocate 
Hope), was heard defending hfoself from a 
charge in the house of commons, by con- 
tending, that the whole power or>i ^ privy 
council of Scotland was vested in his official 
character ; although one of the acts which 
followed closest on the heels of the union, 
was to deprive that office of such extraordi- 
nary and unlimited powers. The arguments 
of the court of session, on this point, shewedj 
such an ignorance of the occurrences of mo- 
dern periods, as applying to their case, that 
it was *fair to assume, d fortiori , that the 
facts of more remote times were not either 
well understood, or cowectly stated. "With 
respect to the opinion, that the attendance of 
the judges of the court of session, on appeals 
in the house, was a desirable circumstance, 
it was not his wish to throw any ^ensure on 
the learned persons entrusted with the juris- 
prudence of he could not help 

remarking,. that he had 1 within the 

walls of the house sufficient tb^nduce him 
to deprecate such an inclination.-. Indeed, 
he thought the opinion of Mr. Boswell quite 
convincing; who, when told on anfappeal 
cause, in which he was engaged, thj t the 
cov\rt of session was unanimous in passing 
• Jhe^ecree, pointedly replied, ( “ tl^ft when 
* that court were divided in opinion, they de- 
liberated but little; bntyyheii.lt happened 
that they were unanimous, t^ey deliberated 
hot at all." With respect to the ingenious 
remark, mat the precedents which denied 
the Scold) jddges the right referred only to 
^ the lords justiciary, and n8vt° the court of 
session, he should only ansjrter, that as the 
lord chief justice tlerk v« eS, also a member 
*cf the court of session, he could not admit 
the position, that if he was in either charac- 
ter entitled to the right, he ought to be de-< 
Hied, because he might be summoned to at- 
te %$ th respect c to the duties of another 
ofll* The noble Jord concluded wijh e\- 
. praising his determination* to oppose the 
fribtion. 

- lord MetvxlU deprecated the elaborate at- 


tack made by the noble lord on the respect* 1 
able, learned, and loyal body, which corr^- 
posed the court of session. He considered 
it a churlish principle, in any great kingdom, 
to deal illiberally with these of otherccun- 
tries, which, r in thei^ union, had given up 
much of national pnde and independent 
magnificence. The services of the learned 
persons who vczyq in attendance on the ser- 
vice of the tjyise, be had occasion to know, 
whdn he held the important office of secre- 
tary for the home ^department, at a period 
when that part of the country was endanger- 
ed by revolutionary cabals, and treasonable 
conspi racies. He wished the judges oF every 
part of the kingdom to bo treated with every 
reverence and respett, because it tended to 
promote that love of justice, f/hicb was the 
strongest fortress of the subordination of so- 
ciety. — The motion for admitting the Scotch 
judges within the body of the house wa$ 
then put and negatived. — -The house having 
resolved itself into a committee. 

Lord Hawkesbury thought it would be the 
most convenient mode for him to commu- 
nicate to the committee his ideas upon the 
subject, previous to moving any particular 
amendment, the different parts of the bill 
being intimately connected, and the amend- 
ments which he should move being those 
whVch arose out of his general view of the 
measure He admitted that a great evil 
existed in the number of appeals to that 
house from Scotland, and that a remedy 
ought to be applied, but he "disliked going 
further than the remedying that evil re- 
quired. He approved of the division of the 
court of session, but thought that instead cf 
three chambers it would be much preferable 
to have only two chambers, consisting of 
eight judges and seven ; the lord president 
being in one chamber, and the lord justice 
clerk in the other. There was another 
principle also* highly important, with a view 
Vo diminish the number of appeals to that 
house? and which had not been touched 
upon in thjs bilft natpely, tc? % give power to 
the chambers to* award possession to the par- 
ty in whose favour the decision had turned. 
This, he wtfs convinced, would prevent a 
great number of appeals to many 

of which, it was well known, were only 
made up for the purpdse of delay. With 
respect to the proposed oourt oi review, it 
was the option of many persons well in- 
formed on the subject, that it would only be 
an additional stage in the progress of litiga- 
tion, and would not prevent any appeals' to 
that house. To the court of review, as pro- 
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posed in the bill, he was decidedly hostile, 
aiKl he could conceive no other object in 
View in its establishment than the creation 
of a new and important office in the person 
of the president of that courj. He could 
not, however, consentato the establishment 
of a court in Scotland superiofto the court 
of session, such being, in his opinion, a Vio- 
lation of the act of union ; itsuch a court 
should be deemed advisable, m thought it 
ought to be formed out of the court of ses 
tflon itself. With respedt to the proposed 
introduction of trial by jury in civil cases in 
Scotland, he was friendly to the experiment, 
but it was a measure which he thought 
ought to be proceeded in with great caution 
aud deliberation. He disliked in theory the 
compelling jurlbs to be unanimous, although 
long experience in this # country had sanc- 
tioned the principle, but he thought it some- 
what extraordinary, that whilst juries in cri- 
minal cases in Scotland decided by a majo- 
rity, that it should be proposed to compel 
them to an unanimous decision in civil caKS. 
His lordship concluded, by moving an amend- 
ment in the first clause of the bill, to the 
effect of dividing the court of session into 
two chambeis instead of three 
‘Lord Grenville contended, that it was in- 
cumbent upon the noble lord to give same 
reason for his proposedMivision of the court 
of session into twef instead of three charn- 
bers 3 at present he had given none, except 
that it was hi* opinion. Experience in this 
country was in favour of three courts, with a 
few judges in each, and all theory on the 
subject pointed out the expediency of having 
the smaller in preference to the greater num- 
ber of judges. He had, when he first pro- 
posed this measure, not thought it advise- 
able that the number of the judges of the 
court of session should be reduced, but if 
the proposition for two chambers was per- 
sisted In, he should then coiftend that the 
number of judges ought to be reduced, 
inasmuch as five judges ;vould be amply 
sufficient for each chamber. I’he noble 
lord had somewhat unfairly charged the late 
ministers with having only .in view the 
creation ° V% office in the establishment 

of thfc court of" review 3 but if the division 
into two chambers •was to be persisted in, 
and the number of judges not reduced, the* 
truth would be, that noble lords on the 
other side were continuing fi^le useless and 
unnecessary offices. With respect to the 
proposed court of review, when that subject 
came fairly under discussion, he would un- 
dertake to prove to their lordships, that it 
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was not a violation of the act of onion, and 
that without such a court, very little would 
be done towards effecting the great object in 
view, that of diminishing Che great nuefiber 
of appeals to that house* As to what bad 
been said by the noble lord respecting the 
hambers giving possession to the parties in 
whose favour they had decided, it was no- 
ticed in the resolutions of last session, but he 
had seen no proposition upon that subject 
\\hich was not liable to many objections^ 
He objected strongly to giving an arbitrary 
discretion to courts upon this^>oint. He haa 
heard the noMfe loifi with great surprise upon 
the subrejjl^f juries, and he was utterly as- 
lonisheflnhat an Englishman should, in an 
English house of parliament, declaim against 
trial by jury. 

Lord Hawkesbury, in explanation, said 
that he had not argued against tha establish- 
ment of juries, but as to the principle of 
unanimity. 

Lord Grenville resumed, and again ex- 
pressed his astonishment that the no^le lord 
should object to that which the experience 
of ages had sanctioned fn this country, and 
proved to be highly beneficial. He was not 
surprised, however, tfcat to the minds to 
whose consideration this measure now de- 
volved, and with the advice now likely to be 
taken upon the subject, that the difficulties 
in iLcwayof the establishment of trial by 
jury, in civil cas^tiVScdttend, Should appear 
so insuperah)^ 1 ^ He thought a most extra- 
ordinary manciple had been advanced by the 
noble lorn, as the foundation of his opinion* 
upon this subject 3 for it amounted *to thi^, 
that \& remedying a great evil we should not 
lookw> any enlarged theory, but should do as 
little \ possible. He contended ftiat ittotill 
remaine&foi*the noble lord to state hi# rat* # 
sons for tha alteration he proposed. 

The Lord Chancellor coincided in opinion 
with his nobltf friend, as to the division of 
the court of session into two chambers, bo- ✓ 
cause he <lid conceive it would fu|)y answer 
the obj *ct real ired. With respeet to the 
number of SdKtch appeals presented to that 
house, he con^yved the.best reynetty to con- 
sist in affixing iftrge costs to those Whicife 
were pres&ted on impifcper and untenable 
grounds. The house was aware thatrantii 
such a remedy was adopted, it would be 
impossible to check an evil which was sup- 
ported by thl parties who brought fdhvard 
'those appeals, as well \)y the profit arising 
fromXhe intespst of money, is the benefit 
of possession. He fully coincided in the 
opinion with the late lord Mansfield, that it 
3 I 2 
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to introduce thetrial by jury 
. Ifi# Scotland, generally. 

".yjjard GrenmUt replied, that hr saw no 
thing in the nobleraud learned lord’s obser- 
vations, but an opinion ^without any solid 
argument* 

'Lord firatow aupported the principle of 
the bill in all its branches, and thought it 
exceedingly strange, that the introduction of 
trill by jury, generally, into Scotland, should 
bd* matter of such extreme apprehension 
nod camion, particularly as it was already 
partially knownund valued in that country, 
as the source of all the fflessinks of liberty 
enjoyed in this. He observed amQJustrious 
personage, on the other side of the* house 
(the duke of Cumberland) smile, and he 
must be bold to tell him such a smile was in- 
cbnsistent with the decorum with which 
that houserwas fo th*e habit of hearing every 
noble lord express liis sentiments ; but it 
was particularly indecorous and indecent in 
that illustrious personage to* smile at a pane- 
gyricufjpo tbetrial byjury. Trial by Jury was 
the means of placing the present family upon 
the throne of Englaifd, and trial by jury had 
preserved our most gracious sovereign, that 
illustrious person’s f%ther, throughout his 
long and glorious reign. Trial by jury was 
the best security for the freedom of that 
house; and he should never cease to feel 
and know, that Trial jy Jury enabled him 
to address # th®r lofuSln^ J %jjjon (jqual terms 
with the highest man amongH^m. 

Lord Redesdale coincided rV opinion 
with his noble and learned friend\lord El- 
don) that the bill in its present state would 
be a violation of the act of union, add to- 
tally unnecessary $ but if such a me. sure 
sbotsld be found nepessary, he thought it 
e first tught to undergo the investigation of a 
commission of inquiry. ^ 

' Lord Holland expressed a Jiope that the 
noble and learned lord who spoke last, and 
who had acknowledged that he h3d been, 
often indqcedto change his opinion, upon 
various subjects, had now rami conviction, 
changed that prejudice and opinion, he had 
some tinge since eptertaine/, with respect 
|o one-fourth of his majelyrts subjects', he 
meant the Romarf catholics. An opinion 
find prejudice most disgraceful Mo this coun- 
ty, in the eyes of everjfcenlighttned nation 
oatheglobe. 

L cm Melville entered at large into the 
nature and object ds the proposed chpige: 

1 He did not see the benefits uphich thiAoble 
baron wins so sanguine as to expect from the 
measure;' It was, in his mind, aainnova- 
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tion on that system of jurisfintde i€e, which' 
the Scotch nation, at the period of the revolts? 
tion, were so anxious to preserve and per- 
petuate. Rut he acquiesced in the proposi- 
tion of the nqble baron (lord Hawkesbury) 
with respect to making it a measure of tem- 
porary experiment, until a commission 
was appointed for the purpose of fully ascer- 
taining the geiferal grounds of the measure, 
and^the general feeling of the nation to whom 
it peculiarly related. 

Lord Kinnaird trould not contemplate, 
without surprise, the conduct of noble lords 
relative to this measure. They had taken 
advantage of the late ministerial changes, 
totally to new-model the object and detail 
of the system so ably proposed by his noble 
friend, and so long desired^by Scotland. 
Such conduct went fo mock the expectations 
of the people of Scotland, and to cheat 
them of their hopes. 

The Earl of Lauderdale rose to oppose 
the intention of the noble lords, in trying to 
take an advantage of the house, and in pro- 
posing to a committee, in the form of au 
amendment, a measure altogether new in its 
principles. Such conduct was a violation of 
the privileges, and a complete disregard of 
the opiniton of the people ; that opinion 
which his noble friend, who first introduced 
the measure, had used every means fully to 
acquire and understand. *The nobl^viscount 
(Melville) had talked of innovations. Eve- 
ry remedy for an existing evil, ,_was through- 
out the whole period of his administration 
for that country, considered by him as- an 
innovation. But was it a measure to pro- 
mote a system of jobbing and of favouri- 
tism, it would have fully accorded with his 
views. He thought the noble lords ought to^ 
be ashamed of attempting to pass such a* 
juggle on the house. 

Lord Auckland staled, that notwithstand- 
ing the very extensive information that he 
hSd heard communicated upon this subject 
from both* % sides of the houses he confessed 
that his mind wag not sufficiently informed 
as to how far this measure might be consi- 
dered to affect the administration of justice 
in that part of the island to jpfiji&it was di- 
rected. He had listened attentively wfth the 
hope that some noble lord might so far en- 
lighten his mind, and set his doubts upon 
this point at rest. However, as be was dis- 
appointed in^this respect, he must- beg leave 
to solicit the assistance of some noble lord, 
as to bow be should now proceed in order 
to obtain the opinion of tbe judges on this 
subject. 
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Lord riau'krslnry expreised hi» regret made (brtfething the English and Irish ml- - 
that the noble lord had not thought of sug- litta, and for allowances to subaltern officers 
getting his desire to obtain further informa- in time of peace. On the house resuming, 
tion at an eailier hour. the Report was oidered t*> be received <xit 

Lord Auckland repeated, t that he had Monday. — Mr. Buskisson moved, that a* 
hoped to have heard the legality of the ques- humble address be presented to his Kttajeily, 
tion placed beyond all doubt \>y one of the praying that his majesty would begradouily 
learned lords on the other st(Jp of the house, pleased to order that the Report of live Roy* 
The judges, however, were at hand, and al College of Fhysieians on the progress of 
might easily be called in, if^t was tiieir the Vaccine Inoculation be laid before that 
lordship/ pleasure. [A call of move ! move! house. Ordeted. — Mr. Rankes brought sip 
from the treasuiy bench Ilis lordship ae- a bill to prevent the grtmting of Offices rpf 
cordingly moved, that the judges be now Reversion, on for joint live*, with benefit of 
called in. — Upon which lord Hawkc&bury survivorship^ whlfti was read a first time, 
and the lord chancellor suggesting the great [Pooi^Laws Bill.] — Mr. JVhitbrkad 
inconvenience that would result from com- moved me order of the day for the house 
mencing such an inquiry at that late hour, going into a committee upon this bill, and 
it was agreed? at half after two o’clock in that it be an instruction to the committee to 
the morning, that the" subject should be divide it into two or more bills as they may 
resumed on Monday next. think fit. Previous to going into the com* 

?_ ■ ■■■■— mittee, however, he thought it would be 

house of commons. 'proper to say a few words explanatory Ot 

Friday, Ahtil 17 . his intentions in regard to the bill he had 

[Minutfs.] Lord Rebel t Seymour, fftnu originally had the honour to introduce, as 
the select committee appointed to try and de- several gentlemen were not present upon a 
termine the merits of the petition of Henry Jatc occasion, when fie briefly stated them. 
Allan, Descon of the Fleshers of the city of In consequence of intimations he had re- 
Fdinburgh, and one of the persons having ceived from different pat ts of the country, 
right to vote in the election of a member for of the oppos’tton it was likely to meet with 
the city of Edinburgh, poinpl unir.g of anvun- in cei tain points, he had thought it best to 
due election and return for the said city, ip- propose the division of it, and the abandon* 
formed tfce house/that th*e said committee ment of some portions of it. He intended, * 
had determined, that sir Patrick Murray for instancy, mjr^ando?!^ fst, that part of it 
was duly elected, and that the said petition which gives power of requiring a previous 
appeared to the said committee to be frivo- adjudicati^of settlements. 2dly, that relative 
lous and vexatious. — Lord Temple called to the vestries, in so far as it gave, two or 
the attention of the house to a circumstance, more votes to persons possessed of largi* 
of which he had yesterday given notice. He property in the parish. 3dly, that relative 
was glad to see the noble lord in his place, to thAdeclaration of the nssessmei^s of stock 
.and was sure that noble lord would satisfy the in tracRj and personal property. After aft an - 
house why when he had^bjamed leave of ab- doning these parts of the original biH, he* 
scnce on the plea of a sick certificate, he had should propose to divide the remainder of i; 
been told upon the division the other morn- into four sepajate^bills. The first of theio 
ing. Lord Henniker said, tfiat the ccrtifi- would relate td education only ; the second 
cate alluded to by the noble lord had obtained ^comprehend tho relaxation of the law of 
him exemptiorfmerely from sitting on elcc- settlements, byia residence *for .a certain 
tion committees. It *was -a particular certi- number of yearp^trr certain parishes ; vestries 
fic|te, not a general one ; he threw himself to be held afrertain times, and notice to 
upon the indulgence of the Jionse. Lord be given thereof. He meant So psess ujfntt 
Temple saj^^at as the explanation just the considerntron # nf the house, the powefc 
made* to the house must have been deemed of exemptn^g cottagers" under a certam 
satisfactory by the»jpoble lord, he should, amount of inapme, from being includfed m 
pers'st no further in the business. — Mr. the poor’s *raw?, upon their own request ; 
Huskisson, in a committee of supply, moved and the powej of giving rewards to labourer* 
the following sums : Three "millions, for und^.r certain very linflted circumstances, 
paying off outstanding exchequer bills for hndt^so to repeil a part*of the 9 th of Georgrf 
the year 1806$ 1,500,0(K)1. for ditto; I., wflfch goe A to drive into the workhouses ; 

139,1381. loyalty loan; 10,3061. to the oppressively, all persons, applying for gjrdw 

Swedish convoy j and also that provision be cbial relief. He should likewise include the* 

• • « 
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vmrof building cottages at certain rents, 
m the residence of the poor, with a power 
of summary ejectments, 'these, and other 
tonics, were to be comprehended in two bills, 
which he should press forward in the present 
aessionof parliament. Hie third bill, viz. 
that relative to the parochial fund of assu- 
rance, as being more novel than the other 
parts, he should propose to be read in the 
committee, but to be afterwards deferred to 
another session of parliament; and fourthly, 
the other bill relative *to the regulation and 
equalization of she county rates. Having 
given this explanation, the *hon\gent. con- 
cluded with moving that the S^qjker do 
leave the chair. 

Mr. Curtven commenced his speech with 
a handsome eulogium on the purity of the 
motives which actuated the hon. gent, but 
said he was JK>rry4o add, that from many of 
that lion. gent. f s views upon this subject he 
materially differed. The hon. mover, in 
introducing this bill, had drawn a compari- 
son betvgeen the Scotch and the £nglish 
poor : he, for his part, could see no analogy 
/whatever. He strongly deprecated the pre- 
sent system of poor-rates, and thought that 
it called loudly for parliamentary interfer- 
ence. The burden of the poor-rates on the 
middling orders was almost intolerable. He 
did not think that the proposed bill went in 
any way to alleviate that burthen. On the 
contrary, hecontertCed tR3tsfthe f relaxation 
that was proposed was adoptbTit would 
increase the poor-rates twofold ; Instead of 
tlieir being three millions, they would be 
then six millions. Besides, it was to be re- 
collected that the poor required immediate 
Temedy ; and even admitting that to ho a 
remidy which was proposed, it was almost 
•distant onf . To the principle* of funding 
he also objected. He did not think that the 
poor could fund, and e\%n tf they did it 
would encourage idleness. 'The plan of 
education Ke thought too expensive, and (he 
system of * building cottages^ and ^judging 
item to different tenants, would be produc- 
tive of endless contention. Jfe thought the 
coip acts of Mr. Pitt every^j/ay entitled to 

preference, and though not fh the habit of 



est honour on his memory. I|e concluded 
with Mating, that tfie poor-rates at pryent 
bore severely upon a deserving and industri- 
ous set of* people : the lower eiders ^shop- 
keepers in England. * 

Mr. Plumer approved highly of the sys- 
« 


tern of education, and thought it *was the 
most desirable object of the whole plan pro* 
posed by the hon. member. He was of 
opinion, that the poor's rates, if well and 
properly administered, were fully adequate 
to the support of the poor, and of a systemr 
for their education. He did not think it 
necessary to abrogate the existing poor laws, 
because he wasV^rsuided ihat an ameliora- 
tion jin the ifebde oi administering them, 
would fully answer the purpose 

The Chancellor vf the Exchequer suggest- 
ed the propriety of leiting the bill go into 
the committee, in order th if (he hon mover 
might have an oppoitumty ot bringing it 
out of the committee in the term in which 
he wished tosubmithis measures to the con- 
sideration of the house. Thtfwould divide 
the consideration ofHlie complicated ques- 
tion, and save a great deal of observation. 
After this proceeding, he hoped the hon. 
•member would have no objection to give the 
house an opportunity of considering each of 
the distinct bills, by consenting to their re- 
commitment. 

Mr. Fellowes said, that as the hon. gent, 
had signified his intention of letting two of 
the four bills lie over till next session j he 
thought it would be very advisable in him 
to pqstpone the four bills, until they liad 
been submitted to the cool and deliberate 
cohsideration of the courflry. t 

Mr. Pattcson took occasion to observe, 
that since he had presented a petition from 
Norwich, against one of the clauses contain- 
ed in the original bill, he had been inform- 
ed by the hon. mover that the nature of that 
clause had been entirely misunderstood by 
the petitioners. 

Mr. Fuller wished to see distinctly the 
whole extent of tlie f plan proposed by the ' 
hon. gent, and, to give time for mature de- 
liberation, he wished the measure to stand 
over to another session. 

'Mr Davies Giddy was fearful, lest, whilst 
endeavouring to remedy partial evils, more 
serious ones might be introduced, and parti- 
cularly animadverted on that part of the 
bill for building cottages. • 

Mr. Parnell , in allusion tjyHbat had fal- 
len from an hon. gent, respecting Mr.* Pitt's 
Corn acts, adverted t<j the great advantage 
"derived by Ireland from the Corn Intercourse 
act, passed by the late ministry, who had al- 
ways paid somuch attention 'to the interests 
of Ireland. 

Sir Ralph Milbanhe observed, that the 
present system of poor laws was a bad one, 
and that something ought to bft done to re- 
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•medy the evil, and the sooner the remedy 
yas introduced the better. 

Mr. Shaw Le Fevre would not oppose the 
committal of the biH, but he wished to 
iknow whether it was intended to abandon 
for the present the eqyplizatioh of the coun- 
ty rates, as there was a bill new before the 
house for the equalization of the rates in 
Kent, which might be stojft, if the thing 
should be done by this bill. *4 # 

Mr. Whitbread said, that he would endea- 
vour to shew that the object of his hon. 
friend (Mr. Curwen) for stopping the ac- 
cumulation of the poor rates immediately, 
was chimerical. It was \tiy fine in lan- 
guage, but how vyas it to be done ? As to 
the equalization of the county rates, he 
would wish t<*go on with it at present, and 
if he should abandon it* for the present, it 
should be i nl v in c onscquence of the opinion 
of others 

Mi IVmaham would not object to 
cornu n 1 of the bill, but be had such seri- 
ous t bj-ctions to the gieattr part of it„that 
he thought it would he better to postpone 
the measure till next session — The Speaker 
left the chair, and Mr. Hobhouse stated 
that the best way would be to read first, #11 
the clauses that were to form the first bill, 
postponing the rest, and so on, with rgg3rd 
to the four bills into hich it was intended 
to divide the present bill* and to negative 
such daises as were not to be passed this 
session. 

Mr. Will% force proposed that his hon. 
friend (Mr Whitbread) should be allowed 
to proceed to form his four bills for the pie- 
sent, and that each should be re-committed, 
when they might be discussed. — Mr. Sime- 
pn, Mr. Fellowes, and Mr. Pole Carew, 

• wished the bills not to be pressed this ses- 
sion, as the house woiAdtoot have an oppor- 
tunity of discussing them in all their stages, 
usually allowed for discussion on bills of im- 
portance, the bill having already gene 
through some^f its stages. * 

Mr. Bathurst observed, that when each 
bill came on, gentlemen would have an op- 
portunity of urging what tlicjr should think 
necessar y — Th e proposition of Mr. Wilber- 
forcfcwas^SPWligth agreed to. Mr. Whit- 
bread presented big four bills. The hpuse 
resumed, and the wUole were reported. * 


HOUSE Or LORD*. 

Monday, April 20. 

[Scotch Judicature Bill.] Lord 
Auckland suggested'to the house, whether 
it was really fair in the noble lords opposite. 


to engraft,upon a bill, which had undergone 
the moBt mature consideration, both in the 
house and in the country, a new biH, ?x- * 
tremely varying, and altogether different 
in its principle ? • If the noble lords disap- 
proved of the measure, would it not be more 
consistent with their duties to reject it at 
once, and then to come before the legist** 
tjurewith their own proposition, having gi- 
ven that proper parliamentary notice which 
the usage of the house had heretofore sanc- 
tioned, and which was«peculiarly incumbent 
on the proposal of such an* important mea- 
sure, affectilgaslt did so great and respecta- 
ble a pa^jrof the empire. But, if it was the 
intenlron of the house to go into a commit- 
tee, he was anxious to know from the noble 
and learned lord (Eldon) in what way the 
ner^sary questions should be put to the 
Scotch JudgeB ? and wRedyr they were to 
be examined upon oath or not ? 

The Lord Chancellor thought the noble 
baron fully competent to decide, both on the 
manner and the matter of examining the 
Scotch Judges. With respect to the incon- . 
sistencyand want DfTairne3s attributed to 
those who supported the proposed amend- 
ments, he should onJy for himself say, that 
he never pledged himself to any further 
support, than a bare admission, that some al- 
teration was necessary in the manner of ad- 
ministering civil justice in Scotland. Whe- 
ther the present bill w^nwrejectecT or not, be 
was not pfepafed to say what line of con- 
duct he would pursue ; whether, in the first 
case, he would propose any new measure ; 
but he would certainly, if the house went 
into a committee, follow up his own opini- 
on, % by proposing and supporting such 
amendments, as to him appeared correct 
and advantageous. * • , 

Lord Grenville would not desert his duty 
and opinions, although other noble lord* 
were careless sn the performance of the one* 
and the recollection of the other. What- 
ever might be the fate of the, bill which he 
had die honour to propose, he would conti- 
nue to support its principle and provisions j 
and he trusted, for the credit pf the house, . 
that it would*not suffer a measure t6 dtop, 
to which, Scarce a montfi ago, it gave the 
most unaniwuius support. • 

Lord Hnukesbury denied that the propo- 
sal for dividing the court of session into two 
chambers, ifistead of 4hree, as arj&inally 
prfoosed, was^ny violation of the principle # 
of tlSk bill, aqfl therefore was a just and cor- * 
rect oojtect for amendment. 

Lovaitkinnaird contended that the amend-' 
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^fPNtf, as proposed hy the' noble ^ftcm, was a 
$W»ttf>letc alteration of the principle of the 
fwlJ, which, after such uncommon industry, 
iijws noble friend had submitted to the consi- 
. deration of their lordship^. 

Lord Lauderdale took a survey of the dif- 
ferent opinions expressed respecting the me- 
jritsof the bill, and contended that not only 
a majority, bttt that of the best informed men 
24 Gotland, h:id given it their approbation. 

- ’ The Lord Chancellor in explanation, said, 
that be would propose a motion which might 
.{tiring the matt® to issue. It was now his 
intention to mo\e, that ehe tomniittee be 
Referred till Thursday next, that^ieir lord- 
ships might have time to makeup their 
minds upon the subject, and that then he 
might take the sense of the house upon it, 
and afterwards, if necessary, move, that 
#hc committee bp postponed for three weeks, 
for the purpose of allowing time to prepare 
another bill. 4 

The Duke of vfMo/ suggested the proprie- 
ty of discharging the order for the attend- 
ance oF the Scotch judges. 

Lord Melville took up the suggestion and 
gave notice that on Thursday next he should 
move, that the order for the attendance of 
the Scotch judges be rftschargcd. 

Lord Lauder dale was exceedingly surpri 
sed at this motion •> and asked, if it was 
thought necessary to move for the attend- 
ance of th # e Scotclvjedgcs, ^ipon a bill, the 
whole of which had been submitted for a 
full year to all those persons in Scotland 
who were most competent to form an opini- 
on of Us merits, how much more so must it 
not be necessary to have the opinion of the 
Scotch judges upon a bill, of the natuip of 
.which nothing at all had as yet transpired? — 
# Tbe proposition of tfie lord chancellor was 
then agreed to : the bouse resolved itself into 
,.H committee, pro forma, atid it was next or- 
dered that the committee de'sit again on 
Thursday. • 

r • 1J * • 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday , Af>ril2 1 . 

[MiwutesJ Mr. Whitbread presented 
4 petition from W. C. Lindsey, esq. of the 
>#oufi!y of Tyrone* in Ireland, of whom he 
bad trot the least knowledge yJow t it was *a 
petition complaining of a grievance which 

alleged to exist, and prating for relief ; 
.Jse thUelbre thought it his duty to present 
k to the house, 'I 1 ft petitiqp being rtjtfl at. 
the table, appeared to state a ijpmber dHoyal 
actions perturiped by the petitioner Ire- 
land* .which brought on the total utfu of bill 


family, #i)d involved himself hi the, great** 
difficulty. ft therefore prayed the interpo- 
sition of that honourable house in his behalf. 
Mr. Stewart bore testimony to the loyal 
exertions of this gentleman in Ireland du- 
ring the Jate troublesome times. Mr. Wick- 
ham expressed him sen confident that when 
the subject should he investigated, the earl 
of Hardwicks would be found free from 
blame. Th^pelition was then ordered to t 
lie fln the table. 

[Mutiny at Vellore.] Mr. Haworth 
said, he thought it his duly to call the atten- 
tion of the house to the late dreadful muti- 
ny at Vellore ; a mutiny, which he had every 
reason to think, had been occasioned by ail 
ill-timed military measure, tending to vio- 
late some of the customs the natives. 
He wished to put a«question to a right lion, 
gent, opposite, as president of the boaid of 
contronl, and, according to the answer he 
should receive, he should, perhaps, think it 
his duty to found a motion upon this subject. 

wished to know whether, in conse- 
quence of the accounts received from Ma- 
dras, any steps had been taken, either to 
remove those persons who were so ob- 
qpxious to the bathes, or to attempt to con- 
ciliate those who were so much irritated r 
Mr. 11. S. Dundas , as president of the 
board of controul, answered, that lie could 
assure the hon. gent., tivit the subject to 
which lie alluded had been matter if serious 
consideration with the boaid of controul. 
Previous to the appointment of the present 
board, the court of directors did make a re- 
solution as to the changes that were to take 
place in the Madras establishment. With 
regard to the causes of that unfortunate mu- 
tiny, lie could only say, that during the very 
few days since the present board had been* 
appointed, it was 'impossible that they could 
have made up their minds, or that they 
could ascertain that any dissatisfaction did 
Actually still exist. The board having been 
so employed, no delay wouhj take place in 
adopting whatever stejjs might be judged ne- 
cessary. 

Mr. Carry said, that, as the question was 
one which deserved the mos t serio us consi- 
deration, he should think be, advi- 

sable to delay adopting any measures, till 
4 he arrival of an officer,* whom he knew tp 
be upon his passage from India to this coun- 
try. The ofScer lie alluded to was sir John 
Craddock, who, from his situation at Ma- 
dras, had had an opportunity of investiga- 
ting the whole affair j and who, therefor?, 
would be able to state the particulars with 
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tnore accuracy than could be done in any 
written dispatches. 

•[-Iribb Churches and Glebe Houses.] 
Mr. lPichham t in rising to make a motion on 
^his subject, observed, that the papers on the 
table would shew the. necessity of parlia- 
mentary interference, oy larger and more 
liberal grants for the relief of the protestant 
church in Ireland. In 1603, he had laid 
• on the table of the house a pap®* for the pur- 
pose of rousing their attention to this tub- 
ject. Two bills were subsequently passed; 
one for the loan, without interest, of a large 
sum from the Board of First Fruits ; the 
other for the advance of of’50,000 by the 
lord lieutenant. On these bills, however, 
no steps had been* taken. Entering into a 
comparative s f #tement of the population of 
the two countries, he averted, that the po- 
pulation of Ireland was half that of South 
Britain ; but that the number of parishes 
in South Britain exceeded 10,000; while 
in Ireland the number of parishes was ori- 
ginally only 2436, and, by subsequent con- 
solidations, was in the year lyyl reduced to 
1120. This reduction was highly injurious 
to the protestant interest ; and it appeared 
that, in the late troubles in Ireland, rebel- 
lion raged most violently, and most succes- 
fully, in those districts in which the reduction 
had been the greatest. % Having dwelt on the 
great imponance*o6this subject, lie conclud- 
ed by moving, “ That a select committee 
be appointed to take into consideration the 
several acts of parliament relating to the 
building, rebuilding, and keeping in repair, 
churches and glebe houses in Ireland, and 
to the purchase of glebe houses and lands 
, there, and requiring certain returns to be 
made concerning the sufficiency, state of, 
and condition, of such churches, for the 
regular performance of flifine service there- 
in ; together with the several reports and 
papers relating thereto, and tefthe unions of 
parishes, that were laid before this house m 
the years l80&*md 1800 respectively ; and 
that they do consider the said acts and pa- 
pers, and examine how far the said acts, or 
anji*of them, Jiave been found inadequate, 
and in wlidt respe ct, for the purposes there- 
by intendedyHiTO'do report the same toge- 
ther with their ol^ervations and opinion 
thereupon, to the hoifte.” 

Dr. Duigenan said he would not oppose 
the motion of the right hon. gfent. but he 
Contended that the poverty of the people was 
to great in many places, that if it were not 
for the uniou of the parishes, the clergy 
^tfuld have devoured the people. Besides 
• Vol. IX. a 


this, therejwas an old act, pawed in the reign 
of QLueen Elizabeth, he believed, which' 
authorised the lord lieutenant and*prvy 
council to divide or consolidate parishes 
according to the necessity of the case, acd 
it so happened that where the patronage of 
the crown was most extensive, there the 
uni tn of the parishes was more frequently 
apt to take place ; for instance, if a gentle- 
man had good interest and connexions of , 
any weight, a single parish might be in so low 
a state, that it would net be worth his ac- 
ceptance. He then wouldL perhaps give the 
real statement of the case to his friend or 1 
patron, afterwards a recommendation 
would wme from the crown, that two ad- 
joining parishes should be consolidated into 
one, which the bishop in such case mostly 
agreed to. He did not estimate the popu- 
lation of Ireland at milch # mor$ than two 
millions, and the Protestant clergy would! 
( be very much oppressed and unable to main- 
tain the respectability of their situation, 
if the union of parishes were not many 
instances allowed. 

Sir John Newport said, that many errone- 
ous calculations had gone forth as to the ac- 
tual number of inhabitants in Ireland. The 
number as laid down by Mr. Bushe, in the 
Irish Philosophical Transactions, amounted 
to upwards of four millions. Although the 
lords lieutenant of Ireland had the power 
of disuniting parishes, had tiof found any 
instance inVvhich they had done so. The 
state 'of the protestant church of Ireland , 
did require the attention of the house, and he 
was sure they could not bestow their la- 
bours better than in discussing such an in- 
quiry 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, lie 
should certabdy forwarH the object of the mo-, 
tion. He believed the money directed to be 
applied for the benefit of the church, by the 
acts in 1803, had never been properly ap- 
plied. Many of the unions had been direct- 
ed by thebprivy council, on acpouqt of some 
of the parishes not being adequate to the 
maintenance c*f a clergyman. The proposed 
inquiry, therefore, appeared Jo be one of 
the most useful acts the house could engage 
in. One object on this side of the water had 
been to secure the residence of the clergy, 
but such an»ot|6ct could not be aimed at in 
Ireland, till suph time as they had parsonage 
houses to reside in. • ** . 

• F &, Maurice fit zgerrtld stated, that, to'lri$' 
knowSklge, sqpae of the livings in iheSo itlv 
of Ireland amounted to -i 1000,. Jo £ 1500/ 
andsomreven toj&OOO a-year alto 
. 2 K • • ^ 
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proper accounting for the mun&y. He* 
would bring in the bill this session, that It 
might be printed and considered by the 
grand juries during the summer assizes. It*, 
would thus cope forward next session, after 
all the consideration fhat could be requisite. 
He did not mfan to alter the system of levy- 
ing money by Grand Juries, but to subject 
it to the mqsf beneficial regulations. He 
coulj not cofftlude without stating another 
motive which had induced him to propose 
this measure. At This moment, he observ- 
ed, w hen all the view s of the late ministry 
in favour of Ireland had been defeated, when 
the hopes of all those who from honest 
motives supported the Union were blasted 
when the Union w'as rendered merely no- 
minal and barren, though tSere appeared 
no intention immediately to repeal it — when 
the present government was founded on an 
interdict against 1 1 eland, and existed under 
a pledge to withhold from the royal ear the 
grievances and complaints of the unhappy 
pec^le of that country 3 at such a moment as 
this, he hoped the house w ould concur with 
him in the opinion, that at least all the 
practical benefits ought to be conferred on 
Ireland which could possibly be obtained. 
He concluded by moving for leave to bring 
in a bill to alter and, amend the mode of 
levying money bj Grand Junes in Ireland. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer had no 
objection to the bill proposed by the lion, 
gent. The course of proceeding with respect 
to the bill, as suggested by the lion, gent., 
he thought altogether unexceptionable, he 
rose for the purpose of deprecating for him- 
self, and those connected with him, the 
supposition of their being disposed to in- 
tercept the prayers of any part of his majesty’s 
subjects in their 10 ro yal ear, or to 
the presencejof parliament, however his sen* 
And yet that country was in reality subject to ; timents might, differ from those of the light 
a Wd- tax, raised in the most objectionable j lion. gent, on some sqbjects connected with 
way. The poor in Ireland were, of necessity, <j a large portion of the people jrt Ireland. He 
Obliged te have some land, and lifter, by | thought it right also to offcrliimself to the 
extraordinary industry, raising subsistence j house, lest, if he should have sat silent 
out of it, they were obligea to pay their j while the Union was represented as a barren 
tythes, and then their Grand Jury Tax, | and useless thing, as a thing,* the continU- 
^rbich fell upon t^e poor occupants 3 while jance of which was prob]gpa*fea), and its 

-- 1 — ‘ *'■ J — - dissolution a thing seriously contemplated, 

I Jest such things, suffer d to pass uncontra- 
dicted, should give rise to false anddangerous 
opinions abrgpd. The interests of the two 
countries were now so intimately combined, 
that a dissolution of the Union could pot be 
contemplated without involving most ma« 
terial injury both, however some matters 
of detail m the opinion of some. 


turn, in some instances where a -consolida- 
tion df livings and parishes had taken place, 
m attention to the religious duties of the 
people had been reversed 3 for no place of 
religious worship was provided, within the 
reach of the inhabitants^ nor could such 
parishioners obtain baptism for their child- 
ren, or the other rights of the church 3 and 
the consequence w f as, that the protestant 
inhabitants, in such places, had disappeared. 
He hoped, therefore, that a strict investiga- 
tion would be set on ‘foot, with a view of 

* correcting such abuses. v 

“ Mr. Parnell thought, tha^Jhe house 
ought to be put in possession of cni|umstan- 
ces so material as those hinted at by the hon. 
gent. The population of Ireland, as com- 
puted by Mr. Bushe, amounted in the year 
1788 to 4,080,000 inhabitants 3 the popula- 
tion of England«and Wales, as the Census 
was taken in 1801, was ,9,200,000 ; from 
this it appeared, that the calculations of the 
learned doctor were formed upon mistaken 
data — The motion was then put and car- 
ried 3 and a select cqpunittee appointed ac- 
cordingly. 

[Irish Grand Jury Presentments ] 
Mr. Maurice Fitzgerald rose, pursuant to 
notice, to move for leave to bring in a bill to 
alter and amend the mode of levying money 
by Grand Juries, in Ireland. He could 
now state, f^om the return on the table, 
that the enormous sum of half a million was 
raised by the grand juries, for bridge* and 

• cross-roads, exclusive of turnpike -roads, and 
the main lines of communication between 
(he different parts of Ireland. This sum 
might not appear great compared with the 
revenue of England 3 but it was prodigious 
when compared with* that of Ireland. The 

«l»oit. fentc went on to state, thlt a land-tax 
Would be an unpopular mgasure in Ireland, 


. the rtefy proprietor, being absctjW payed noqe 
dr the tat as a proprietor. What he pro- 
posed, therefore, was, to. follow up the 
4&tbgjy of the regulation adopted by his 
njghtjion. friend (sir # J. Newport), whodiad # 
> exempted from the house tax those jfnose* 
tfents did not exceed 61. pet* &nnujpT He 
intended^faO to propose some nj|M regula- 
tions with respect to prcs t entraems and the 



.501] 


PAUL, DEBATES, >Arait 21, fctffa. 



• be yet remote from a satisfactory arrange- called emancipation ?” The answer watt 
went. as the hod. gent, had stated, that they dij 

Mr. Parnell defended his hon. friend, not undersland it, and that they woqjki n it 
»who might well be warranted in doubting of give the value of the iqk in the pen 4 with 
the policy of the Union, when the Imperial which the clerk^ was writing for it. This 
parliament was made Ifcescend of disseminat- was, perhaps, true 5 but then this question 
ing religious dissentions, instead ofdiffus* was followed by another, viz. t€ what h? 
ing, as had been promised by the authors of thought would have been the effects of granb- 
the union, political rights, «by the extinc- ing this emancipation?” The reply was, 
• tion of religious divisions. £ that there was nothing the rebel leaders dread- 

Mr. IVilberforce had listened with £reat edsomuchj as it would have taken the pea- 
satisfaction to the statements of the hon. santry out of their hands entirely, and corn- 
mover, because he had thrown some light pletely destroyed their hopes of establishing 
upon the situation of the Irish poor. He a republic ki Ireland. Inis was the reu 
wished that the gentlemen from Ireland state of tlyrease. The hon. gent, then pro- 
would always endeavour to enlighten the ceeded-tf? state, that in voting for the Union, 
house with tegard to the internal state of he had combatted his earliest prejudices and 
that countiy.e This would be much more feelings, and supported it with a view to the 
important with respect^to the poor of that security of all establishments, and the re* 
countiy than the discussion of any great storation of a firm and lasting tranquillity to 
political privileges. Dr. Me. Nevin, one of Ireland. He had done $0 under direct 
the persons who had been engaged in the, pledges on this snbject sanctioned by tho 
rebellion, had stated in answer to a question greatest names, ; and he never would have 
put to him, vi hen examined before a cpm- concurred in it on any other terms. But 
inittee of the Irish house of commons, th*t now, when he saw the evils aggravated, and 
the peasantry would not give the value of none of the expected good effects produced, 
the ink in the pen with which the clerk was he, speaking for himself only, declared, 
writing, for emancipation The real hap- that the Union was barren and nominal, and 
piness of the people depended more on the that no great benefit could result from con- 
nature of their connection w ith their land- tmuing it. — The motion wa3 then put and 
holders and tytheholdbrs, than upon those carried, 
privilege^ Ondofthe best effects which ■■ 

he hoped for from the Union was the ad- house of yxRDSt • 

ditional light.wl.ich it would enable us to • Tuesday, April 21 .. 

procure with lespect to the situation of the [Capture o* Monte Video.] — The 
people of Ireland. If Irish gentlemen, and Earl of Moira rose, to call the attention of 
members of parliament, would study and the house to certain observations and errone- 
point out measures, calculated to promote ous reports that had been sent abroad respect- 
the internal comfort and prosperity of lie- ing % deficiency in the quantum of ammuni- 
lnnd, they would do far more real service to tion with which the troops were iu 

their country, than by recriminating upon the attack oi* Monte Video. Nothing^could 
those who could not hafaift the strong mea- be more cruel and mischievous than the dis;* 
sures they might wish. Whatever difference semination of such rumours, without any 
of opinion there might be as tfl higher ques- concomitant explanation to account for the 
tiops of policy, all, he trusted, would concur circumstance they alluded to. JVhat must 
in endeavounmflo promote the reformation § the soldiers feel, if they were taught to be- 
of the abuses in that country ; and with heve that they were sent into thh field to 
this view, he wished it to be considered, encounter alWits dangers, and expose their 
whether it might not be possible for the vo- lives, without being provided with the usual 
luntary exe»j;iansot the great landholders and adequate means that might redder thei£ 
themsfilves to cofrErt these abuses > valour efficacious, and gwe diem aq equali- 

Mr . Maui ice Filwruld begged leave to ty of chance the enemy ? So fbrjfrom 
give an accurate and entire statement of* that being Uie % case, he believed he might 
the circumstance to which the hon. gent, venture to assert, that so far from the troops 
had just adverted. This he cduld do with being left wi about a due •proportion of am- 
the most perfect correctness, as he had been tnuajion, he wy pretty certain, dial a some* 
a .member of the Irish Committee. The whatVeater apportion of ammunition than ' 
question asked was, " what value the gi ea: whatfiU been allotted to a similar service 
body of the Cadiolics attached to what was (the caffcire 0 / the Cape of Hhpe), , 
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h$dbeen famished to the troops who storm- to tM acfual want of that article, buMo 
ad Monte Video, but who were not destined the difficulty of introducing it within tnS 
for that service. Indeed, the difference of trendies. 

'the nature ot' the# two expeditions would The Earl of Galloway would leave to thfll*\ 
shew, that the proportion of ammunition house lo judgqof the defence set up by the 
was larger on the part of those who were not noble lords opposite, •■He should stand upon 
destined for an expected attac k. But these the ground lfe had originally taken, and 
matters would be placed in their proper light content himself with observing, that the 
by the return to the motion which he should general, employed by the late administra- « 
now have the honour of submitting to their tion # hail complained of the situation in 
lordships. The noble earl then concluded which they had placed him 5 the officer, who 
with moving an humble address to his ma- achieved the capture of the Cape, had per- 
jesty, praying that he would be graciously formed his duty, and made no complaint 

pleased 10 order, " That Miere^be laid, be- against any one. After a few words in 

iore the house an account of the cfqjntity of explanation, the motion was agreed to. 
ammunition shipped on board the expedi- 1 1 — . ■ 

tion, under the command of sir S. Auch- house of commons. 

muty, and of the quantity usually furnished Tuesday, April 'fl . 

for similar expeditions”. [Minutes.] — On the motion of lord 

The Earl of Qalloway conceived himself Porchester, it was ordered, that Drake, who 
to be somewhat the cause of the observations \va» confined in Newgate under an order of the 
thrown out by the noble lord who spoke house, should be brought up to-morrow, to 
last. It was true, that he had animadverted give evidence before the committee on the 
on "the ^deficiency of ammunition under Westminster Election Petition — Mr. White 
which the brave troops laboured who had so presented at the bar the following list of the 
gallnnrly stormed Monte Video. Jn ma- committee chosen to try the merits of the 
king that observation he had rather in view Petition complaining of an undue return for 
to reflect additional lustre on that achieve- Aberdeenshire : Iho. Bernard, R.Daw- 
mertt, than to aim any attack by a side w ind, son, D. Jephson, sir J. B. Warren, John 
or * otherwise, on the late administration. Pntteson, Scropo Bernard, W. Taylor, 
No doubt, the inevitable infeience from his D, S. Dugd.ile, lord Headley, E. Baillie, 
remarks w r as a censure so far on the late mi- sir C. Hawkins lord Jofin Thynffe. — No- 
nistry, but* h£ did «0t single out qpy depart- minces. If. Er^kine, sir J. Montgomery, 
ment of that •government, much less any in- [I’enkyn Election — Sffc C. Haw*- 
dividual, as the peculiar object of his ani- kins.] — Mr. A . Height moved the further 
m&diersion. If, however, the cap seemed consideration o( the report of the committee 
to fit the*noble earl, it was for that noble earl upon the Pcnryn Election, which being read 
further to explain him»elf : he certainly was accordingly, and also the order for the at- 
sur prised that any iv bie lord, who belonged tendance of sir Christopher Hnw'kuis, 
to the late administration, could have so far r Phe Speaker stated, according to the cus- 
Jet h imv'lf down as to justify hit conduct by tom in similar ca^’s, that then was the time 
squeezing it upon that ot his predecessors in for the hon. bnrt. to deliver his sentiments 
office, whom it w: - the constant study and upon the subject ut the charge advanced 
practice of th< - late ad inistratiJSn to disparage against him. 

and decry In the public estimation. , Sir C . Hand ins, being^present in his 

M Earl Spyicei* defended the character of the place said, he should leave his case entirely 
Jate ministry', and observed, that the noble to the justice and liberality of the house, and 
earl (Calloway) should have vfaited . the re- then withdrew. t 

turn to the lvotidn,. before lie proceeded 10 Mr. A . Might said, that* nothing was 
^pimadVert upon the conduct of the late go- more remote from his tp hurt 

rernment. For hisflwn part, he ntever dispa; the feelings of the hon. baronet in question: 
raged merits of the capturefof the Cape ^Tl:e proceeding he washout to take, was 
pf Good Hope; on the confrafy, he w r as not matter ot option but of duty. The par- 
among those; who valued that possession ties in the Tepiyn election were strangers to 
mu^h j£tgber than afty, perhaps*, of the are- him. The situation he had the honour to hold 
$enf tjtmistry. * f * on the committee was the sole cause why he 

'Tfes Earl of Moira , in exjflanatie^ ob- called the attention of the house to the tran#- 
sei^pdj tha^the deficiency of ammunition, actions contained in the report The report 
u/in the dispatches, was ffft owing contained ample grounds for the motions be 

*. A • - • “ 
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wa^obout to submit. The laws which secu- 
red to th£ people a free .and unbiassed exer- 
cise of the elective franchise, would be but 
it mere dead letter if tjie proceedings enume- 
rated in the report were not ^animadverted 
upon. He was aware Tftat no gentleman en- 
gaged in a controverted election, without 
depending much on the assistance of friends 
and agents, and the house would allow the 
benefit of that consideration* far hr it 


would weigh in estimating this case. But, 
he lamented to say, that in the present in- 
stance, the hon. baronet had committed the 
offences charged upon him, not by other* 
but by himself. The forniei patron ot the 
borough of Penrjn hating withdrawn, it 
was resolved bj r a large p..r*y ot' the elector* 
to look out for a new prison, meaning by a 
patron a porj-on who ei: h.'r was it, be a can 
did ate for the borough himself, or to recoin 
mend a candidate. The h’rnis agreed upon 
by these electors on which to se’i their votes 
and interest, weie 24 guineas a vote, and 10 
guineas to each ot the overseers A den- 
tation, at the head of winch were a Mr 
Stona and the Rev. R Dillon, waited. 01 ; sir 
C. Hawkins, to whom he admitted the first 
offer was made, and the terms being acced- 
ed to, articles were drawn up and signed. 
r lhese papers the committee had not When 
able, with every exertion, tp get brought for- 
ward. But there was the parole evidence of 
a person of the name of Moon, who was him- 
self one of tht parties, of a Mr. Hitchcombe, 
and of a Mr. Chi Item, steward to sir C. Haw- 
kins, to prove the facts, and the payment oi 
a sum of money, by the direction of sir C. 
Hawkins, to Stona, how much Mr. Chil- 
tern, though otherwise trusted in money 
matters, could not say, and an order to a per- 
son of the name of Rovwg,«to distribute this 
money among the voters. Mr. Chiltern 
could not say whether the nates were large 
or small, or how many were in the parcel. 
But there was, proof that notes had been 
sent and distributed to the voters. The mi- 
nutes of the evidence were before the house, 
ftn^he felt it unnecessary to make any com- 
ment on them. The house would deal 
Mth Jhem Atemdifig to its own feelings. 
He should move, first, that the house should 
agree in the resolufion of the committee,* 
declaring that sir C. Hawkins had been per- 
sonally, and by his agents, guy ty of bribe- 
ry ana other corrupt practices in the late 
Penryn election ; and he should then move, 
that the Attorney- Gerieral be directed to 
prosecute sir Q. Hawkins, and the others im- 
{dicated in the said offences. 


c gf 

> Captain tJerlert had hoped that he should 
have had abler assistance in the defence c/ 
the hon. baronet and that he should notliav* 
been left to manage the whole case by him- 
self, inadequate & he was to sqch a task 
He had particularly to lament the absence 
of an eminent gentleman of the law (sir A, 
Pigot), on whose support the hon. baronet 
particularly relied. Some important affida* 
vits also were expected. 

Sir IV. IV. Wynne thought the house ought 
to becautiousof procrastination. A threat rf 
dissolution hgd beyi thrown'out, and reports 
to that effect were very current. If there- 
fore, the" house wished to mark its sense q[ 
the offences contained in the report now ujU* 
der its consideration, it ought to do so be- 
fore it should be bereft of the power by th# 
execution of the unparliamentary menace 
he r-.ierred o. • • 

Mr. Lee Keck said, that as a member 
*of the committee alluded to, he- was con- 
vince* that therfe never was a stronger case 
ma te out for the consideration of thfc honse* 
audit becai-.e them, consistently with their 
dignity, to come to an immediate determi- 
nation thereon. He looked upon the pro- 
ceedings bv the Attfti ney-General as the 
most moderate course that could possibly be 
adopted, under the circumstances of the 
case. The Committee had shown every dis- 
position of leaning towards iho accused ; 
and, therelore, instead of proceeding fur- 
ther of their own accord, had made it the 
subject of a special report. If the house 
should be of opinion that any suspension of 
procedure should take place, he should bdw 
wit ^deference to their determination ; but 
as a member of that commit tee, he proof- 
ed against ayy suspension whatever. m 
Mr. Hurst did not see the case iitso strong 9 
a light as the honpurable member; and in a 
case in which fjie feelings and the character 
of one of its Members were so ipuch called 
>in question, the house was called upon to 
give eveffy possible facility tolhe defence. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer suggest* 
ed, that the house could take no affidavits 
into account, and that his hon! and learned 
friend, whohud been alluded to, could proba- 
bly attend without inconvenience to-morrow. 

■ Mr. Eajfkes wished 'to know from the 
hon. mover, whether there was any prece- 
dent for an instruction tow the attorney gene-,. 
ral,%to prosecut^ in a case of this kind; he 
had himself inquired, and he believed there 
was nemppeedent for such an instruction, 
withoutVjme further proceedings^ • 

Mr v fvrt£kt was not aware that there wai 
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fBy precedent : but be thought the proceed- 
fhg he suggested the roost consonant to 
the «case. — The debate was then adjourned 
*' till to-morrow. • 

HOUSE OP LORDS 
Wednesday , April 22. 

[ScofCH Judicatuhk Bill.] — Lord 
Erskine took a brief retrospect of the pro- 
ceedings hitherto had relative to the 
Scotch Judicature Bill, and observed that he 
considered it of importance, previous to the 
motion of hisnableand learned friend on the 
woolsack, for rejecting tfte present bill* that 
certain questions should be put to the Scotch 
Judges, the answers to which might per- 
, haps give a new turn to the opinion of the 
house. It was his wish, if the house should 
agree to these questions being put, that the 
Judges should b ft treated with all that respect 
which the house shewed towards the Judges 
of Englaqd, and that they should be allow-i 
cd such time as they might think necessary 
to answer them. He therefore gave notice, 
that he should to-morrow move to put cer- 
tain questions to the* Scotch Judges in atten- 
dance; and concluded by moving, that the 
lord president and two senior Judges of the 
Court of Session, and such other Judges of 
that Court as may be in town, should attend 
the house to-morrow. — Ordered. 

Lord Grenville stated, that he had been 
aummoned to attend a committee of the 
house of commons as a witness. Their 
lordships were aware, that there was a stand- 
ing ordqr which prohibited lords of parlia- 
ment from attending the house of commons, 
dr any committee thereof, without the per- 
mission qf the house. If however, 1 the 
hotfte would give h\in permission he had 
« po objection to attend. — The Ldrd Chancel- 
lor moved, that the noble lord have permis- 
sion to attend. Ordered. * 

'house of commons. 
r Wednesday, April 22. c « 
fCroyrn^op of Curacoa.] — Colonel 
Wood moved, that there bfc laid before 
the house a copy of the letter of admiral 
©acres to the lords commissionprs of the 
admiralty, dated *&ih Jan. 1807, inclos- 
ing a # kfiter from captain Brisbane, dated 
&n« I - 1B07» canununicatingjke Intelligence 
of tly capture of the island c of Curacoa. 
The hon. colonel, dol ing reminded by* he 
Speaker, that it was usual for 4 lion, members/ 
when moving for public papeA, to ^ete the 
ground upett. which they called £df them, 
declared 1 w«t it was with a view iffmi inqui- 


ry into the ground of the removal o/thfe 
late governor of Curacoa, and t|>e appefh#- 
ment of another' (a connection of the right 
hon. gent. Mr. Windham), that he had 
brought forward his motion. ' 

Mr. Windnam thought the motion objec- 
tionable, because no parliamentary ground 
had been laid for it. The usual course on 
the capture of any enemy's settlement was 
to jppoint i provisional governor, until his *“ 
majesty's pleasure should be taken upon the 
subject, and a governor appointed under the 
sign manual. Captain Brisbane had been 
appointed the temporary governor, as sir 
David Baird had at the Cape, and as had 
been the case at the capture of the Cape, 
last war, for certainly lord Macartney had 
not been the conqueror of* the Cape. If 
the hon. colonel Should ask why captain 
Brisbane had not been continued in the go- 
vernment, he had only to answer, because 
another had been appointed. It would be 
for the house todetermine, whether the hon, 
gentleman's motion should be entertained 
on this ground, and after what they had 
heard lately of interference with the king's 
prerogative, he did not think the house 
would go iuto an inquiry, why his majesty 
had thought proper to appoint this or that 
person governor of that Island. If the per- 
son who had been appointed, was not qua- 
lified for the office, eithfcr by his profession 
or his services, the house might inquiie. It 
would be a bad rule in generai that the per- 
son who conquered an Island should be con- 
tinued in the government of it. The man 
who made a musical instrument was not al- 
ways the best to play upon it. There w«w, 
however, another question to be considered, 
whether Captain Brisbane himself would 
have liked that of$ce ? as an active command 
was thought generally preferable to the go- 
vernment of Island. But it was for die 
house to decide whether the motion should 
[ be agreed to, or not. 

I Lord Cat tier eagh felt himself involved in 
considerable difficuity^by the motion of tire 
hon. Colonel. The house would be sensible 
that there wasi no instance of the exercise of 
the royal prerogative in wjyfjj} ^ey ou^ht so 
little to interfere, as the appointment of his 
officers by his Majesty** Many of tjiie offi- 
cers who had achieved conquests, had attract-* 
ed particularly the attention of the crown, 
and were continued in the government of' 
the settlements they conquered. But that 
was not a general or an absolute rule. As*, 
therefore,, the hon. colonel had not stated, 
as the ground of his motion* that the per-., 

• * 



itotijplfBbad been appointed wasunfit for the debate .to be resumed, was. That the 
tfe^ffice, he hoped he would sz/e the house house do agree to the first resolution of the 
the delicacy, of deciding upon a question, special report of the committee, namely, 
Mx which he neither had made out, nor pro- that sir C. Hawkins, by •himself and *his 
^fessed to make out any case, by withdrawing, agents, was guilty # of bribery and corrupt 
his motion, especially mum y di&ussion upon practices, with a view to influence the last 
such a question, would rather detract from, election for Penrhyn.— On the question 
than enhance the high and distinguished ing put, 

character of that gallant offifcr, who was Captain Herbert rose. He said he wai 
* the particular object of the motion. * disposed to allow the special report of u 
Colonel Wood said, he had brought for- committee every due weight and authority ; 
ward his motion only in defence of the lights but was of opinion, that the house had the 
of a gallant officer, who had great claims right to inquire into and discuss the grounds 
upon his country. He did not mean of that report. If* a special report were fi- 
in the smallest degree to object to the gen- nal, then the first proceeding of the house 
flcman who had been appointed; but as it would be to order a prosecution. But the; 
appeared to be the sense of the house, that house, on the contrary, ordered the minute* 
the motion shcJUld not be entertained, he of the evidence to be laid on i he table, in or-’ 
had no difficulty in withdrawing it, at the der to examine whether the report yvas 
same time observing, that it would be more borne out by that evidence. 9 ltv^s for thO 
for the interest of the country, that minis- house to consider, whether the mortification 
tors should appoint persons of high claims to *>f the person concerned, and the penalties to 
such offices, rather than provide for their which lie was subject, were not sufficient 
own connections. • punishment without any further QposecU" 

[Third Military Ri tort] — Lord A lion. Besides, unless the evidence were 
Hamilton rose, and, in allusion to a notice such, as to be satisfactory* to the minds of a 
which he had given upon a former day, of a jury, the question ought not to be sent into 
motion on the subject of the Third Report a criminal court, because the acquittal by a 
of the Commissioners of Military Knquiry, jury, would take from the weight of adeci* 
respecting the case of Mr. Alexander I)ay i- sion by a committee, of that house. The 
son, he now begged *to a*k the right lion. gent, then proceeded to comment upon 
honourable the chancellor of the exchc- various parts of the evidence to shew that 
quer, whether any proceedings had yet been the hon. brjrt. had not been mtentionalJj 
taken by government, in consequence of guilty. He shewed that the evidence of 
that pari of the report? or whether it was Slotia and Moon was contradictory with re- 
tlie intention of his majesty’s present govern- spect to the agreement, and that ttysre was 
men t to follow up that business in the same no evidence whatever that could be made 
spirit as I heir predecessors ? the ground of a decision in a court of law. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer inform- There was no proof of any agreqpient, or 
ed the noble lord, that no change whatever that any agreement lia$ been acted wp9n s 
had taken place in the proceedings or inien- and he put ft to the house whether, 4ipon * 
tions of government upon that subject ; but this doubtful evidence, they would, by agree* 
he understood it was the intention of the ing to the resolufion, prejudge a question 
preceding government that some further that was to go tb a jury. It was not utmsual- 
enquiry should place previous to $vith the house to pass over special* reports of 

the commencement of any process, civil or committees, for instance, in* the. Berwick 
military, thereon. He ftad felt it his own do- and Crieklade cases. And upon these 
ty Jo make some enquiry as to the further grounds he mdVed an amendment, that the 
proceedings which had since .taken place, debate be adjourned to thii day three 
and he found tjjgjjjjfcdiligence or exertion months. « 

had bceu wanting on the part of those to Lord A, Hamilton had attended portico- 
whom that subject %’as referred, towards *larly to the evidence for the last five w6eks, 
bringing it to a speedy issue. I and declared the. impression npon his mind 

[Penryn Election — Sir C. Hawkins.] to be the veryreverse of that stated by his 
—Mr. Atkins Wright moved the order of hon^riend. This appeared to him one of 
the day for resuming the adjourned debate the strongest c%ses that h?d ever beea 

S on the Special Report of the Penryxt, brougHjd>efore % parl lament. He had served 
ection Committee. upon ma^ committees, and knew. the s^ro* 

The Speaker stated, that the question in pulousnek with V’hich thpit^ repofy Tfreto 
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d^wjru Uf. There Was no case .in which 
^ greater confidence should be placed in the 

e of a committee than when it went to 
tate a member of that house. The 
1 of his firm. friend was not in 
litigation, but for the Complete abandon- 
ment of punishment. He should therefore 
vote for the resolution. 

'Captain Herbert, in explanation, asserted 
that he was authorised to state, that no 
agreement existed at the late election, and 
declared upon his hopour, after every inquiry 
lie could make, that no such agreement ex 
isted at that election. «, 

^ Mr. Lee Keck argued from the evidence, 
to shew, that the report, of the committee 
Was fully borne out by it. , He did not think 
it just or fair, that the hon. baronet, because 
he had secured his seat for another place, 
shoiild be in a different situation from others 
under similar circumstances, because so far 
m Penryn was concerned;, he was no longer 
a uiemberof that house. ' 

Mr. E. Steivart contended that the house 
had delegated its powers to the committee, 
and that it had then* only to determine what 
proceeding it should adopt upon the repprt. 
One fact was certain, that the hon. baronet 
had agreed to give 24' guineas to each voter, 
and the gentlemen who had read the minutes 
would agree that this was one of the grossest 
instances of barefaced bribery that had ever 
been brought undy; the consideration of par- 
liament. . 1 

Mr. Hurst explained the reasons that go- 
verned his conduct, both in the committee 
and since. He considered the evidence with 
reference to the criminal law of the country. 
The proceedings upon that evidence nright 
bt |yr the'expulsion of the hon. baronet, or 
fox a criminal prosecution, andJ>efore they 
*6hould determine upon either, he thought 
the house ought to consider whether the evi- 
dence w$ls such as to bear it cut. The evi- 
dence of Stpna and Moon was contradictory, 
and if he were to decide, he should^say, that 1 
neither vVas 'to be believed j concluding 
therefrom that no agreement^ existed. He 
had no knowledge of the hon. baronet until 
^fter the Vepo*rt of the committee, when in a 
conversation he had with ’him, that hon. ba- 
ronet,. had declared to him upon his honour, 
that no agreement was ever entered into by 
him. 

. Sir ftp- W. Wynrkemd, thafc whatever sir 
C. Hawkins might deny, s^ll, as his afent 
■ (who most be considered a% an umfnlling 
witness,) had admitted it upon hisjpth, he 
could nctf but believe that there mgfsuch an 


agreement^ If the agreement dif- 

ferent naturk and not for giving twentyHoyr 
guineas a mari to the voters, why did not sir 
C. or his agents produce that’ agreement 
whicii had taken place ? Mr. Stona said K© 
burnt those prpers ;Jbut it was easy to guest 
what sort of papers those were that people 
were so eager to burn. He trusted, there- 
fore, that the Irouse acting upon the princi- 
ple, that he tvlio bought his seat would be - 
most ^Ukelylo sell his vote, would, with a 
view to purify itself, adopt the same course 
that had been pursued in the Cricklade, 
Shoreham, and lately in the Aylesbury case, 
and throw open the borough of Penryn, with 
a view to prevent similar bribery in future. 

Mr. Windham said, that he knew nothing 
more of the present mattery than what he 
had heard and rej^l in the course of this 
evening’s discussion. He thought that too 
much had been said on the subject of puri- 
fying the house in the estimation of the 
country. We ought always to be actuated 
by such a motive, but the great object should 
be first to know our duty, and then to pursue 
it. Such language seemed rather to suggest, 
that some victim should be sacrificed for the 
reputation of the rest. He lamented that 
the house had not seen reason to hear the 
indiiect evidence which an hon. member 
h:uf proposed t6 introduce. Ho wished 
then to lay aside all extrinsic considerations ; 
and concluded with saying, that'he would 
not vote at all on the question, not feeling 
competent to decide upon it. 

Mr. W hitbread professed, that he wa9 not 
in the same situation w r ith his right hon. 
friend. He had examined the evidence with 
the utmost attention, and thought the case 
perfectly clear. Hut this was not the time 
to enter into the evidence. The committee 
appointed by the fiojse had come to a deci- 
sion, and the house were now to determine 
whether theipresolution should be adopted. 
They were not calling for a victim, and if was 
j material to come to a decisfbn, for if it was 
not come to now, it wyuld not come to it at 
all. What would the country think, should 
the house blink the present,question, uid 
say, in effect, that the offending member 
shall not be punished Y * 

Mr. Hose had read tl^e report with atten- 
tion, and thought the resolution of the com-, 
mittee well warranted by facts. He con- 
ceived the hr use were in the situation of a 
grand jury, and fully warranted by the evi- 
dence to send the matter m a special jury in 
a court of justice, where it would be trie# 
with perfect impartiality. 
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discussion 


PARL. DEBATES, Amu 

V M^Sl tfneon did not think t! 
to be deferred. j 

Mr. Lethbridge thought Xhft there were 
gfounds for putting the hon. Inember on his 
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trial, though the opinion oflthis house was 
riot binding in any otine^ouft. — The pre- 
vious question was then put anchnegatived. — 
A discussion then arose on the original ques- 
tion. • 

• Mr. Simeon thought the re4luti«i^ was 
riot founded on evidence sufficiently clear. 
He observed that there *had been corrup 
practices, but he did not think rhnt actua 
bribery had been proved. He drew a dis- 
tinction between agreeing to bribe, whtc 
he thought had beeyi proved, and actual bri- 
bery which he thought had not been proved 
In support of this opinion, he commented a 
considerable length on tlx evidence in the 
report of the committee. 

Mr. Leycester argued also at considerable 
length from the evidence, from which he 
drew an opposite conclusion, and considered 
that bribery had been made out. 

Mr. Hurst repeated his former arguments, 
and added, that giving the pound notes in 
stead of a dinner could not be considered as 
bribery. 

Mr. Strann (member for Fenryn), de- 
clared, that he never heard of such an agree- 
ment, at the time he joined his interest with 
sir Christopher, andef he had believed that 
there was such an agreement, he would not 
have joined him. He would state for him- 
self, and for 102 freemen of Fenryn, who 
voted for him, that they knew of no such 
agreement, and if they had, they would not 
have given sir Christopher their independent 
votes. [A laugh.] He knew the town of 
Fenryn well : they had never asked from 
him even a single solitary shilling, and he 
knew they were not cofTifjit. [A laugh.] 
As for the business of the one pound notes, 
it was this : be had always considered it ne- 
cessary to follow an old custom, which, per- 
haps, would be ••'"more honoured in the 
breach than in the obsy vance," of shewing 
some attention to his constituents. Instead, 
however, of opening public houses, he found 
that it was less expensive to dist'ribute small 
sums ofc5 or JOiffSXHIfff! When a compro- 
mise was made between his friends and those 
of sii^Chri stop her, it v&s thought right that 
sir Christopher should give a dinner j but 
afterwards, the one pound notes were substi- 
tuted in the place of a dinner, and were cer- 
tainly only meant as a mark of attention, 
anefby no means as a bribe, as no opposition 
was expected in the borough, nor was there 
.Vol. IX. 


a probability of an election soon takitig 
place. 9 

I'he Chancellor of the Exchequer thought 
t he house must feel, that tiler the report 4# 
their select committee, they were bound .to, 
take some proceedings on it, and order a pro* 
sedition. It did appear to him, that them’, 
was upon the face of the report sufficient 
evidence to justify the resolution that tMl 
committee had come to. He preferred * 
prosecution to expulsion, as it appeared to 
him a little unfair that he should be first pu« 
nished by expulsion, and then sent to a tnal f 
where, perhaps, li?* might be acquitted. ‘If 
he had been returned for but one place, the 
house could have done nothing more than 
order a prosecution. * 

Mr. tiankes said, there was no instance on 
the Journals of a member being ordered to 
be prosecuted, arid yet allowed tp keep hit 
scat. He instanced the cases of Mr. J. 
{litlge, in the reigit of queen Anne ; Mr. 
Carnagie, in the. year J715; and sir A. 
Grant, who had all been expelled frjni the 
house, ami afterwards ordered to be prose- 
cuted. The Shepherds, father and son, were 
expelled and prosecuted for bribery, in the 
year 1700 . If sir Christopher had been re- 
turned for but one place, the report of the 
committee would have immediately deprived 
him of his seat ; and he did not think that he 
should be in a better situation, because 
be had been returned for three plates. 

Mr. hultef was sorry to differ from the 
bon. gent, who spoke last; but he thought 
hat nothing was fairer than to send the 
member to another tribunal, and the house 
light afterwards act upon irs decision. 

SirVr. IK Wynne thought that when a 
ommittee had reported any membA of that 
louse to be guilty of bribery, he should 
)e no longer permitted to sit amongHhem. * 
Mr. S. Bourne thought, that the house 
ight not both to indict the punishment of 
xpulsion, and order a prosecution. He 
[Audi preferred the latter a.*jrse k and thought 
hat if lie were found guilty upon a frial in a 
ourt of justi^p, his expulsion from that 
louse would be merely a matter of course. 

Mr. Whit tread said, that he coulH easily 9 
onceive a case, although he would not say 
hat this was that case, where a person might 
‘e acquitted in a court of justice, and yet 
where the housc\>f commons might be so 
convinced of his criminality, as to think it 
necessary to expel him. In the present in- 
stance, 'Iwwever* he was for the prosecution. 

— The gjwery was theu cleared,, but we un- 
derstood tQ|t the resolution of the committee 

2 ** 7 \. • * % \ 
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without going to a division. 
3e strangers were excluded, Mr. Atkins 
Wright moved, That the Attorney General 
ljfe directed to prosecute sir. C. Hawkins for 
bribery. See. ; to which -motion Mr. Bankes 
jhoved, as an amendment, to leave out all 
the words after ‘ 1 Ilia t /* and to subst ’« tu t e, * Sir 
Christopher Hawkins be expelled.*' -After 
debating some time, Mr. Bankes's amend- 
ment w v as withdrawn. The original mot ion 
fbr an address to his majesty, praying him 
lb direct the attorney genet al to prosecute 
airC. Hawkins, was carried, as were also 
similar ihotionsYor the prosecution of eight- 
een persons of the committee of the elect- 
ors of Fenrhyn, who had fixed the price for 
^frhich thd votes were to be sold, and who 
had invited sir C. Hawkins, by a deputation 
ftom their body, to purchase them. — It was 
Ifaoved by Captain Herbert, that Moon, an 
tfccomplicein the transaction, but who had 
gifren evidence before tte select committee 
Citf the house of commons, should also be 1 
prosecuted by order of the house. This 
motionwas resisted on the ground of his ha- 
ving already given evidence before the com- 
mittee of the house, and of his testimony 
being essential to the prosecutions that had 
been ordered. The house divided on this 
question • For Captain Herbert’s motion 13, 
against it 46, 


. * HOUSE OF LOKDS. 

Thursday, Jfjril 23 • 

[Scotch Judicature Bill.] The or- 
der having been read for the attendance of 
the lord president and other judges of the 
court of session, five of the judges of that 
court, namely, the lord president, th<^ lord 
justice clerk, lords Glenlee, Cullen, and 
Niwton entered the house, and took their 
seatsftn^hairs provided for them in a space 
Inclosed without the bar. 

’Lord Erskinr then adSre^sed their lord- 
ships on the important subject under consi- 
deration, *the end and object of which w as 
a considerable improvement in thVadrair.is 
tration of civil justice in Scotland. His 
16rd<»hip took a review of tVs proceedings 
which had taken place in the present and ip 
• the last session, ip reference to the bill now 

finding before their lordships, and noticed ~ ... ,, -, 

the^eneral admission that evils did exist in# Respecting the prefaAble division of the 
some patts of the adminfstrJtion of the 1 court of session into two or into three cham- 
Scots laws, which were eve^ felt to affect bers, with a # view to the more efficacious re* 
tharnouse in its appellant jurisdictior — J 4 - - **■ *’ ^ — 1 e n M “ 


noble frieiHMo be highly benefiodv He/ 
argued forcd&y for the introduction of 
by Jury as ^cognised by that bill ; ana 
which, with Wb an airangement of th^ 
business as w oak! separate (he law from the 
facts, would i#i l»lre Jjj^ots courts constituted 
great part of ^bat renujdy. He likewise ar- 
gued in support of various other parts of the 
bill, and the superior advantages of a divi- 
sion of .the csmrt of session into three chain- , 
berf,*instea3 of two, as proposed b) the 
other bill of whicl^the noble lord (Hawkes- 
bury) had given notice. A di\ ision of the 
court into two would be a good thing, he 
said, as far as it w'ent ; but it would not 
operate as a Temedy to the evils complained 
ot ; no more than if, stfould he have sent 
for a surgeon to perform ar^ operation on . 
him, that surgeon^ instead of the faithful 
discharge of professional duty, should make 
him a present of a horse or a carriage, or 
set him down in his will : these would all 
be very good things, and argue a very friend- 
ly disposition in his surgeon, but would be 
noVemedy whatever for his complaint. He 
also argued, that the court of review, as ori- 
ginally proposed, was not contrary to the 
spirit of the Scots union ; and that some 
establishment of the kind was essentially ne- 
cessary to diminish the number of appeals.' 
In^he course of his*speech the noble lord 
adverted to eighteen or pineteen questions, 
which he read, and which he* proposed 
should be put to the learned judges then be- 
fore the bar, for their opinions upon the 
same. The first question, which was after- 
wards read from the Wool-sack and the 
question distinctly put upon it, was to the 
following effect : 11 Whether, in the action 
for the recovery of personal property, or for 
the vindication of private wrong, especially 
where parole pi o*>£ was necessary, the ex- 
penses of the proceedings, according to the 
present mod* and practice of the court of 
session, did not, in very many cases, greatly 
exceed the value of tlie\Ung at issue, inde- 
pendent of delay and other inconvenien- 
ces The leading propositions in the sub* 
sequent questions were — 1, “ To learn yhat 
degree of power the Scots courts now pos- 
sessed wit Inn reform ^he in- 

conveniences and evils complained of. 2, 


for all which a speedy and 
dv was d clafed to be necessSry . 


jurisdiction^ an # d medy of the evils complained of. 3, lies- 
Efficacious reme- pecting the effects of the introduction of 


.objects, be held the bill 

’’ s 


jhj^b 


these Trial by Jury into civil causes; and of «l- 
broujjhtA by his j abling the court to separate the consideration 
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Vf JrfCfbm that of fact. 4^tespecting tioo. The* lord justice clerk observed, that 
r mf diminution ot the numbp of appeals much would depend on the consideration, 
to the liguse of lords, which mwy be natu- whether the answers were to be delivered 
#ally expected from the e^tiolishmcnt of a vei bally or in writing, fie also adverted t<* 
court of review; and whetlyr^an establish- the inconvenience of detaining the Scott 
men? of the kind wouWfflfnbe necessary for judges much longer in lown ; and bppcA 
tha* purpose. And lastly, whether the es- their lordships would not fix upon a longer 
tablishment of su< h a court, ^ith judges, as, interval haLiMondayforreceivingtheanfwertyi 
proposed by the bill, be inconsistent with I The Lord Chancellor stated, that the rulo 
* the 18th and 19th at tides o^thfNnjon 1 was, that the reasonings upon which thq, 
with Scotland ?** — The first question was put 1 opinions were founded should be delivered, 
and agreed to. On the flue»uon for propo- 1 viva t nee ; but that thS results should be 
sing the subsequent queiies, (in writing — The question*, as proposed* 

J .ord Grenville made a few observations, 1 were- then ordered*to be printed, and tha^, 
importing, th tt the whole of these should the Scots judges then present do attend to, 
bo ionsi'1' rid as Referring to, ird arising j deliver their answers on Monday next at 
out of the measure he had the honour to . three o'clock. 

propose Theft, was no other bill before] [Loan Interest Bill.] The house ba- 
the house no her mtM&fe could therefore 1 ving resolved itself into ^committee on the 
be regular! v adverted to. Ho depiecated Loan Interest bill, • * 1 

the id* a ot the least ground existing for an ! Lord Auckland said, that the general pnr* 
apprehendin' 1 that any thing proposed would q>ort of the bill was necessary towards the 
overturn the (•nnrl of session, or clash with due execution of -the great finance measure 
the aitu.es of union. • brought foiward by the late government., 

T!i Duke of Athol felt it incumbent on That measure had pros Fdpd an extraordinary 
liim 10 allude to 1 lie situation in which the annual supply of 32 millic n-, durng an in* 
lav lords of Scotland weie then placed in definite coni in nance of the present war, and 
that house, andcxpiessed his wish that the had assigned, for the liquidation of that sup- 
learned lord’s proposed bill for placing the ply, certain pi oportions of the war duties hf 
Scots and Irish judges on an eqnalitytin a revolving series ot 14 years ; and also cer- 
tliese respects, weie bi ought in; and which tarn excesses of the sinking fund. This . 
he scemectto thinklnight He passed before important object would be att*inyA with & 
tt would be necessary for them to deliver strict regarc^to the public •faith, and with* 
their answers# out am new taxi s or new burthens for the 


The Lord Chancellor deprecated every first 3 years, nor for any subsequent years, 
ide? that the situation in wuich those re- except to a small and in. perceptible amount, 
spec led personages then stood, was in the But the new ministers had made a change 
smallest degree disgraceful, and adv cited to f in thg bill as handed over to them by theft 
the impracticability of getting such a bill predecessors and to that change hf wished 
through, as hinted by the noble lord — The I to call their loidship'% attention. Tiffed 
question was then put, syul the remaining lordships wdhld recollect, that in^Ji^yeaf • 
queries were oidei?d to be put to the Scots 1"97 recourse was first had, by the pre-emj-’ 
judges. nent minister of tRat day, to the principle 

The Lord Chancellor then* inquired of of raising a consideratifti portion of the war* 
these learned judgp* as to the time at which supplies within the year. Thaf principle 
they could conveniently give their answers. was pur e Ied in the convoy-duties^ the tre- 

The L01 d President replied, that for his ble- assessed taxes, and the income tax. In 
own part, he had no objection to answer the 1802, on th^feturh of peace, Mr. Adding- 
quefies forthwith, if such were .the pleasure ton (nowlprd Sidmoutb} foimd*t he. income 
of ihe house: learned brothers ftx charged with 51 ) millions, and an ufc-» 

might^hink dfnerWnly ; perhaps tomorrow, funded 'debt of 40 millions. The noble 
br Monday might thegffore be more conve- Jord took the bold resolution to fund*th£ 
fcient. He wished permission from the whole 9O uTUliiv^. and *0 provide perma- 
liouse to offer a few observations to their nent taxes to gay the interest. It was a rejr 
lordsjiips. [A general cry of* go on! go solulion dictated by a judicious, proviaent*, 
bn !] The lord president was the n entering ahd energetic poHcy. When the war broki 
tippn some degree of detail ; upon which, out again -in following year, the nobla 
the lord chancellor informed him he must lord rcveWed to Mr. I v iU*h system of raijiirt 
tohfinc himself to Uie subject of the ques- a large pr^oortiou^ of the war-eJtpte^dUtttl 

* ^ N .\w 
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$n the year, and accordingly jm>posed the 
jerty-tax, and various war-duties on excise 
f customs. Subsequent additions had been 
enade to those several modes of supply, and 
^particularly in the last .session, when the 
we chancellor of the exchequer had raised 
tWprpperty-tax from 6^ to 10 per cent. In 
the tewt, the whole annual produce of the 
trar-takdalaabWostiipatedatSl millions; of 
which 111 site furnished by the property- 
tax, and by the excise and customs. Lord 
. Grenville** ministry, in adjusting their plan 
of finance, had , determined at all events not 
to burthen the country with the property- 
- tax beyond the duration of the war, and had 
therefore pledged only the war-duties of 
customs and excise lor the liquidation of 
fetich war-loans as might remain unredeemed 
on the return of peace. This eventual re- 
striction had been censured and resisted by 
thei? opponents" as unnecessary and unwise. 
But what was the line nOw adopted ? Those 
Who contended that the whole consideration 
should have been Jett open and unfettered 
to the return of peace, have still further re- 
stricted the pledge? in question, and have 
confined it to the war duties of excise. In 
objecting to this restriction, he (lord Auck- 
land) did not meau to argue that the pledge 
was insufficient, though certainly it was a 
violation of the engagements made with the 

* contractors for the loan. But he strongly 
censored the selection made, and thought it 
the worst ’that could have been adopted. 
^The war duties of excise, so far as they af- 
fect the malt, cannot be continued after the 
war without injury to the landed property ; 
so far a* tobacco, spirits, and tea, are con- 
cerned, those duties cannot exist after the 
Idem of peace, with safety to fair trade and 
to thff revenue. The war duties on customs, 

* which Nfere at all events set free by t lie 

1 f&m ige made in the bill, ..consisted of duties 
v on' imports and exports, and ©n the tounage 
of shipping. He could not hesitate to as- 
-aert, that some of those duties were the 
least exceptionable of any of the war duties, 
to be continued on the rpturnof peace. It 

* appeared, however, in tne votefc of the house 
, of commons, that a petition against lips 

finance measure had been presented by cer- 
^Itlapersoos, on the part of what they called 
.^ the shipping interest ;** and |hat petition*] 
whi ooderstood to have odjlaiioned the se- 
tp winch he objected. •vH.s had riW- 
jbost to believe that the peytion was 
by vmj few of the respectfble man who 
pNftM ib* (hipping property of the Brituh 
ntn|iwi, im ai'my rate it wa^pnded in 


a tote) mlrjonception or miw ft Mw r agtion^ 
of the subject. The tonnage duty in qWty 
tion and its jViduce were so inconsiderable, 
that they could not have any perceptibly 
effect, even if Exclusively levied on British 
ships; but, ki Wit. the duty is imposed on 
the ships of gll nations, and, therefore, so 
far as it may operate, the competition was 
left where it was found. The petitioners 
are ^HalJ^lnaccurate in asserting that in-, 
jur^ Trad resulted to them from the encou- 
ragement given to,, the trade of neutral na- 
tions. It would be an untruth on their part 
to say that any encouragement had been 
given by the late government to neutral 
trade, beyond what the Jaw of nations, as 
declared by the court of** admiralty, had al- 
lowed ; or beyond what is ijecessary to the 
export of our manufactures, the interests of 
which would otherwise be sacrificed, with- 
out doing any good to what is called 44 the 
shipping interest.” Parliament had heard 
much of this same 44 shipping interest,” and 
through the same agency, in the last session. 
And it had been made the watch-word 
against the American intercourse bill, the 
effects of which bill, lie was prepared to 
prove, had been peculiarly beneficial to Bri- 
tish shipping. He had no doubt, that if 
amidst the debates on that bill, the late mi- 
nis! ry had then boen removed, the whole 
nation would liave bety.i stunned with the 
same senseless and unjust cry ‘about tli£ 
41 shipping interest,*' which is raised at the 
present day respecting a moit? serious sub- 
ject. The words 44 shipping interest,*' and 
44 the protestant church,” vibrate forcibly on 
a British ear. He reprobated the misuse of 
such senseless appeals, aw}. was not afraid to 
reprobate them, because no individual in 
either house of parliament had -vihewn him- 
self more openly *oiore zealously, or more 
uniformly, attentive to the interests of Bri- 
tish navigatiiMi, or to the more essential of 
all public objects, the safety of the church 
of England. He niusftnmeut the political 
depravity of chose who raised such cries, and 
the folly of those wild were misled by them. 
Little minds have in all ages availed them- 
selves of these occasional perversions of po- 
pular opinion; gretvmtimdH have ^always 
been apt to disregard and undervalue them. 
War-whoops of this •description had been 
made the chief engines in the dissolution of 
the French monarchy ; and the mere word 
44 aristocrat had brought to the guiltitiue 
thousands and tens of thousands of the no- 
bility and magistracy. His lordship con- 
cluded his speech with slating several detail^ 



loftV*Md«hing state of mmmrnee and re- i 
Venue as exhibited in the pry fed' accounts 
which he had laid before the Mouse. Through 
<a lhe whole struggle of t he iasipburteen years, 
our progressive means hadlfcepf pat e with 
our progressive expeqdUppr: and the finance 
measure as prepared oy hi^ noble triend 
(ford Grenville), and as explained with such 
eloquence by the late chancellor of the cx- 
i chequer, had taught the cougj£jg*u>lace a 
well-founded confidence in its own eddies, 
and to look without dismay to the difficulties 
and dangers of the war, to wliatever length 
ir may be.carried by our powerful and im- 
placable enemy. 

The Duke of Montrose thought it neces- 
sary to say but a* very few words upon the 
subject. He # had nothing tp do with any 
cry that had been raise*} against the late mi-' 
nisters, and he should therefore coniine 
himseif to the amendment in the bill to 
.which the noble lord objected. It was well 
known to those acquainted with the subject, 9 
that during a period of war a gieat quantity 
of tonnage was employed by government, 
and that on a peace taking place all this ton- 
nage being thrown oat of this employ, there 
was for 2 or 3 years a greater quantity of 
tonnage than could find a market. It was 
therefore of great importance to release the 
tonnage at a period oL pence from the war 
duty, and it was g ith this view that it had 
been fallen out of the pledge as originally 
contained in the bill. The security left to 
tlte public cfeditor was amply sufficient in 
the duties which remained pledged, and 
therefore he did not see that there was any 
well founded objection 10 the alteration iu 
the bill. 

Lord Sidmouth went over the financial 
plans-of own administration, of the ad- 
ministration w hich Micmdcd, and the prin- 
cipal points of the plan of the late ministers, 
of which he highly approved. He also ap- 
proved of the conduct of the present minis- 
ters, w ith re*poeT to tbe disposition whiclP 
they shewed to carry into effect the plan of 
the late ministers •With respect to the al- 
teration which had been made in the present 
bill, he thought it had better not have been, 
made, but nominally altered the 

nature of the security pledged to the public 
creditor, leaving ifhfact an amply sufficient 
security# he thought there was no material 
objection to it. t 

l Lord Kinnqird commented strongly upon! 
the absence of ministers on the discuss iou 
Of a question of considerable importance on 
a former evening* and upon the continued 


absence of m noble dtikc, wbo from tfissiL ^ 
tuation must be peculiarly qnali^ed to givo > 
the house information upon a sUbjegtiitfo . 
the present. •' a * 

Lord Mulgrav% defended the alteration in 
the bill, and commented upon the.pestii- 
cious effects of the system of Keeker §n 
France. He did not mean to apply this . -to 
the plan of the late ministers, but it wet 
necessary in point of principle, that these 
things should be adverted to. The pubSo 
creditor was amply secured under the bill 
as it now stood. 9 

Lord GremiJU said, he differed from the 
noble lord on the cross-bench (Sidmouth 
with respect to the disposition of the present 
ministry to carry iuto effect the 'financial 
plan of the late miuistets. He, on the con- 
trary, thought they had shewn a disposition 
to frustrate, and as far es possible, render h 
nugatory. The present pleasure, it ^houtd 
be recollected, was only a very small part of 
that plan ; and he much feared that they 
would not hate to discuss the remaiuiug 
parts in that house. Much had Been said * 
and w ritten, to prove that the late ministers 
might have easily raised taxes to provide /ay 
loans; and it had been charged against them, 
that they had only brought forward tax£t 
which their predecessors had rejected. Some 
of those, however, v ho made such charges 
must know, that Mr. Pitt, in Jb05, found 
it impossible to raise i^ore shun 400,000). 
by new trfttes, without resorting to lO per 
cent, on the assessed taxes. In like manner, 
the late ministers found themselves equally 
incapable, in ISOCi, of raising xflore than 
400,0001. by new taxes, without also re* * 
sorting to 10 per cent, on the assessed tames, 
it was, however, evident, that (he assessed 
taxes could^iot be carried any iurtbe^^, and# 
under this difficulty, the late aftataera haif 
to consider of s plan by which the war 
might be carried onwitU all the energies, of 
the country, and without imposing any ad- 
ditionaLburden.s, or, at least, if they were, 
that they should be of trifling anftount. The 
only effective pfttu which could, under such 
circumstaadRti, be^poried to^tJiey finind tt> 
.be a x 0 Bi\ ng series, 'that was U) say, tbqjt 
iso 'large a sinking fund tkodU be treated, by 
sneatis of pledging the war taxes* forfbe ^ex- 
tinct ion o4 the new debt incurred, (hat the 
debt should beNsxtuigouihed before the whefo 
of the wtfrtax?* should be thus pMpi& 

* (lifts leaving t^e portion of the wir tamea 
first pledged,^ liberty to be again applied®* 1 
a like purpose# and thus affording the dwrrijf 
of carr^goa the was for an indrftni|»fi . 





, 'Whis system had met wi^h tbe.ap- * sequences 
|pMioik of pArifament and the public, and an/ minisl 
tlafl contract being made for the last loan, was irregular 
ratuch was one &f the most advantageous that if his ma: 
tttofttracft for the country *ver entered into, 
tome person near him having observed upon 
the favt&rable nature of the terms of the 
Joan for the country, the person who was 
then signing the contract declared that it 
was the consequence of the financial plan 
then before parliament. Thus the whole 
amount of the war saxes were pledged to 
the public, creditor. It never before had 
been thought of to take* away a specific 
pledge from the public creditor. It did not 
become him to speak of the plan, in the 
forming of which he, as one' of his majesty's 
late ministers, had a share, but the present 
tninisfters found that they could not bring 
forward any one better. Not being able to 
form ,a better plan, they must, however, do 
9omethiiig‘ ; ttiey must, they thought, make 
fume alteration, and thus had arisen the al- 
teration in the bill, which was a direct vio- 
lation of° public faith j and not content with 
ottering the nature r of . the security, they 
placed it on those taxes w hich were justly 
oposidered to be the very worst which could 
^pao pledged, and winch had been so con- 
red in another place by gentlemen now 
in adminiaftration. He was perfectly aware 
Itfeat the security which remained, namely, 

&GOQ,OOQk was amply sufficient to pay 
JK^gOC ,0001. $ but still he contended, that the 
hteeration was a violation of public faith, in- 
asmuch as the whole of the taxes included in 
*he‘ original plan were the specific security 
Pnihe public creditor. His noble friend on 
aba other side (lord Mul grave) had spdken 
aflfeepMu of Neeker, and the ruinous con- 
OBqpeqces which thef produced in France. 

IXbe plau of Neeker was simply this, he 
Jpormwed money without ^making provision 
Air tbs payment of jfie inteiest, and then 
odded tie interest to the loan of the next 
year, and soon successively. Such^a sy stem 
snttst poectearify lead to ruin, and he wished 
to dwell particularly opf-i this system of 
bamwmg money one fjar and^qdding the 
the loan rf (Iieteext,.l*h 4 nse hfyj 
I id rara to believe that a* plan was in con-* 

4i«agdaden to propose to parliament, die ob*- 
^Utraf which was this very system, namely, 
m I ratfttw money one year Aid add the in- 
jhpgiprtt the lean of the noil. >Hecen}tyed 
■^Mnlnifli op die othqraidgoot to give een> 
tf aoy rasetoheoidberproposed 
ab .di m, as U*Mst inevitably produce the 1 


Joan Interest &&& (sS* 

impute improper ttfCRbes to 
or to any legislators, he kriCw 
but he must take leave to say, 
Wy’s present ministers had 
determined upo^the ruin of the new system 
of finance, th^y cuTT^ sot have adopted mea- 
sures more effectual for that purpose than 
they had already pursued. He did not wsh 
to alter the bilrnow before the house j ihe»r 
lordsljjp^sfw why he did not : it would 
involve a question of privilege between the 
two houses, as it was a money bill ; but he 
protested against the amendment introduced 
into it by the present ministers ; and he did 
the same thing against the system which, he 
knew, was preparing upon finance. He 
protested too against the clamour which was 
raised by persons denominating themselves 
the shipping interest of this country, against 
the American intercourse bill, which was, 
in truth, a bill to save the West-Indies from 
famine, and to save us from breaking the 
law passed for that purpose. He protested 
no Jess against the conduct of those who 
circulated alarms concerning dangers which 
they knew did not exist. They knew, said 
his lordship, that the measure lately pro- 
posed to parliament did not endanger the 
established church of this country ; they 
kne^iv there was no danger in that measure, 
at the very time they were so busily em- 
ployed in raising a clarf.our against it. I 
know they knew it ; for this reason, because 
there is hardly one of his majesty’s present 
ministers who has not come forward with 
promises to make concessions to the Roman 
catholics — 

The Earl of Weslmor eland rose to order. 
He submitted that the noble baron had 
transgressed the rules of order, in alluding 
to what was not before their lorduftps In any 
shape whatever. 

Lord Granville . My lords, the bill before 
your lordships 1 is a bill for providing for a 
supply to support the pul^c service, and the 
government of thiscountry 4 * ; and if the no- 
ble lord who calls me £o order, knew pro- 
perly the order of debate in parliament, he 
would be aware, that, upon the discussiorf of 
such a measure, everything that hits a bear- 
ing on the conduct oPuTuse who compose 
the king’s government*, is the subject of 
debate, if necessary ; tlfat a member of par- 
liament may always bring any part of that 
government before the house of which he 
vs a member, on the discussioh of a question 

The* Earl of Westmoreland, f submit tb 
your lordships, if it be irregular* ip a member 
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*<p£ tiyrfcpus^ to say that any peiCefi »n his 
(psgesty's confidence circuits opinions 
tyirch he knows to be untrue^ 

Lvord Grenville. I hope Jhe noble eatl 
will not forget that lie concurred in a mea- 
sure, when he was l.or^jjpaffnant of Ireland, 
when the Irish parliament w^s advised by 
him. to consider the state of the Irish ca- 
tho'ics. • 

» The Earl of Wtstmore!andf^ilaa^ob\e 
baron is perfectly welcome to allude tb # any 
part of my conduct, a ltd I # am ready to de- 
fend it ; but I do not see what appplication 
it has to the matter now before the house. 

Lord Grenville . My lords, I know the 
right which belongs to a member of parlia- 
ment ; and nothing shall deter me from its 
exercise on occasions that call for it. I know 
that I have a right in this house to canvass 
the conduct of every part of the government, 
on a question of supply. I know I have a 
right to allude to the clamours which may 
have an effect on the public. My observa- 
tions on what passed in Ireland was for^the 
purpose of vindicating mysell from the im- 
putation of having said what I know would 
have been unparliamentary ; I mean al- 
ledging of a member of parliament, that he 
had circulated opinions which he knew, were 
not true. That 1 did not say : I had ^id, 
among other things, that to agree to the 
amendment whiclfchas bees in this bill was, 
in my opfhion, highly impolitic ; and 1 then 
observed, that endeavours had been made to 
circulate unfounded clamours ; but I think 
it impassible for any of his majesty's present 
ministers to countenance such clamours, 
because there is hardly one of them w ho has 
not been a party to a proposition which was 
made in parliament, for much greater con- 
cessions tn^he Roman catholics than that 
which was lately proposed, and upon which 
such endeavours have been made to excite a 
clamour ; to create a false and unfounded 
alarm of danger to the country, and espe- 
cially to the established church. I say, 
again, that his majesty’s present ministers 
must be convinced orthe fact, that no danger 
cogld arise to .this country from the measure 
which was proposed in favour of the Roman 
cathqljcs ; beaKtMMMe is lordly one of 
them who has not in parliament assented to 
a measure of muchViore extensive conces- 
sion to the Roman catholics ; and more es 
pecially the noble earl, who lys thought it 
proper to call me to order for t he measure 
he proposed to be adopted in Ireland was 
much more in favour of the Roman catho- 
Ups than the, measure lately proposed. 


say farther* that the system ofimaiice w&dk . 
l suspect to be about to b? adopted by to* 
majesty's present ministers, but, iffose jft, 
the clamour which is aboA to beintyedeerit 
into this country cgi the subject I have aMswU 
ed to, may. if not repressed, feed to fbe 
miseries which we have witnessed in ?i*oeet 
Lord Harrowby observed, that he had Ms 
ver known an instance where the termjt 
agreed to by a chancellor of the exchequer^ 
in his private room, were held to be bmdcflg . 
on parliament and the king. • 

ha& Grenville informed, the noble loa4 
that resolutions, had been passed by the , 
house of commons previous to the negotiant 
tion of the loan. 

Lord Harrowby still maintained that there • 
did not exist sufficient ground for him te . 
alter his opinion on the subject. Was no% 
the faith of the public ptfedgpi fgr 2Q years# 
The great and comprehensive mind of to* - 
noble friend, might enabje him. tohave 0 
view of tilings which were not cognisable 
to persons who 'possessed a more jpoderat# 
share of understanding; but, from all tbo 
details of the circiuns^nces relative to th|0 
loan, and from the application of the M| 
taxes, it appeared clearly to him, that lb* 
measure was too extensive in its nature, and 
effects, to be considered binding on parhik 
meat. According to this plan the staking • 
fund would be lowered, when other fundE 
were raised by the general pro ifpdHty of that 
country, fie insisted that it «o imprudoofc 
to 6tate what we should do at a time whet* 
it was impossible for us now to ascertains - 
what contingencies might possibly wise. 

Lord GrenviUe maintained that every po** 
siblOcnre was taken to provide agAinal mftf* 
contingency The public faiths i* 
was more than kept With the pubfeactedts, 
tor, whilst, at the same time, th£p mt wA% 
such that it secuaed the public, a* fiura* 
any general anti corrtpqghenstve system* 
sibly could do, on the obJeren* ttkttge ut 
the priceuff the funds. 

Lord Hawkeslury said, that ait&OQgh bp* 
felt serious ohj cehns to this financial n aie ) 
sure, yetyTshoulW object to4be bilftfr- 
leging^l^ugh parlAroent to 
year, trusting that it woaHfsuU 
te the future and deli beiete -aumioatkHJ o^ 

] parliaments and that the opiuippswhichl 
other persons might bc^udfaed to ei tkt\ 
the subject,' 'tfodkfmeot wall due 
From the collision of such seutimdutfl* ' 
trusted that they whptojbe befoen+f&WA 
form an opinion, as to mt^ur#<taios#* 
proper HtfdnwrtJ 
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the duties upon sports and at leasfuiKh^ 

WW and upon tonnage, were excluded be the first to® 

those war raxes mortgaged for 20 pledge which 1 

, The most that cbuld be advanced ty's ministers ? 

. . * . 


d» whd i»d MM feffff office,' 
* implied pfedge, could t»y> 
Recommend the breach of a 
Wjd been made by his majes- 
vThere was another circum* 


the contractor had a diminished I stance to whifli nS%«gged the attention of 
. •bfcnrity^ but that remaining security was their lordships some allusion had been made ‘ 
ensply sufficient, He also denied, that the to the excitement of popnlar clamour $ but 
$ith * of parliament was, in any measure, he would ask Jh c e house, in what part of the 
jriedged to abide at all events by any proposal cociQtyfTiEt Aam'our was most excited ? Let 
Wtdted into between the chancellor of the noble lords look to Northampton ; let them 
exchequer, and the contractors of the lean, look to the electicfh advertisement of the 
seat to preclude' all examination and discus- chancellor of the exchequer, and let them 
,lfon in that house of parliament. He con- then say whether, at the time of the riots in 
sidered that it was, in itself, a step, rash and the year 1 780, more diligence or more seal 
improvident, that the duties upon tonnage, wa3 then used by lord George Gordon to 
and upon exports and imports, should- be excite popular clamour, than had been made 
mortgaged and pledged to the loan contrac- use of on the occasion to whiodt he alluded. 

- tors. The duty upon tonnage, in particular, He considered, in fifct, that the act that gave 
liras Originally and professedly imposed by sanction to such an outcry, without daring to 
the late Mr. Pitt, as a njere temporary war avow its object, was most highly culpable, 
tax’, in order to pay for the expenses of con- If, on the other hand, the circumstances 
ffiys. The ship-owner*' had therefore felt which occasioned the late ministers to go out 
themselves aggrieved, when they found this of office, were taken folly and seriously into 
War tax was to be continued after the con-* consideration, he was firmly convinced that 
4liisf0ft pf peace. For his own part, he ap- every liberal-minded man would most un- 
proved of the system of our navigation laws, equivocally declare that those facta were 
ft» which we were indebted for much of our roost highly honourable to his majesty’s late 
naval superiority ; and he considered it ministers. For the part of the country with 
therefore unwise to submit to a relaxation which he was most particularly connected 
df that system. He denied what had fallen he could answer (arid they were a thinking 
#ora the noble lord (Grenville), that the sef of people), that the <£reat maiority of 
Opposition W the ^afe ministers^ measures them applauded the liberality of intention, 
respecting the Roman catholics had arisen and the firm and dignified constitutional con- 
ffom* clamour ; on the contrary, he believed duct of his majesty ’s late ministers, 
this opposition to be the result of sound The Earl of Buckinghamshire felt it ne- 
good -sense ; and that a great majority of the cessary to make an observation oil the allusion 
people of this country had disapproved ofyhe that had been made respecting the conduct 
measures adopted, and in contemplation, by of a noble friend of his whilst lord lieuie- 
Utatnbble lord and hw colleagues, for mak- nan t of Ireland, under whom he had acted 
jm feather and farther concessions to the at that time. It was true tharnis noble 
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Soman catholics. 


friend, in his speech to the Irish parliament. 


* -The Earl of Laudcrdalf dechred that he recommended the granting of certain privi- 
htti never heard wjtkin the* walls of that leges to the catholics ; bat these privileges 
lamae an assertion vHfich tended more to sap ^were not intended to extended farther 
the foundation of the credit of the country, than was specified in the’ bill afterward* 


than that which had just teen made by the passed. Beyond this apt., passed in 1793, it 
noble secretary of state. Mas fc^an assertion was not intended to go one single step. 


„ 7 r .. . _^an assertion was not intended to go one single step. 

tube gravely listened. to it this pe^od of the Lord Grenville remarked, 'that he tfas 
world,' and under the present sorry to notice a diffe rence between the pre- 

e cesi fbal thd public should not* sent statement of therffitHfe Varl, an£ the 
tb Km resolutions of the house of speech which his noble friend bad delivered 
Mitt! the assent of Hfc house of from the throne in Ireland. In that speech 
}<wd*1i*d been obtained ? Was this the rule jt was stated, that the advantages given to 
that waif observed b/Mr.Pitt„*>i> the catholics 6f Ireland would be extended 
hWiwgOfhftion for a loan with the house of 4 to Great Britain. This, therefore, was a 
Co. ? Dfd tmt pafl lament then promise beyond that act. 
tWfikth^fhef wtfte mtbroe measure bound The Earl of Buckinghamshire, in expla- 
- Wff'#'^|Mgeof the ministtk ? And nation, said, his meaning was, that no greater 


world,' and under the present sorry to notice a diffe rence between the pre- 

circumWkuces, fbal tbd public should not*! sent statement of th^flWlfe Varl, and' the 
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tfw'&vgetthm those cqnfei 
of IJf^a, should be extended 
catholics. 

fiarl Spencir felt it incunyent on him toil 
contradict the assertion of afuoble lord on 
.the other side, wfcoetatedfraaf a© measures 
had been resorted toby the present ministers 
to influence liie public mmd, on pretence of 
oupp ;rtmg the protesUnr idigion He could 
* assure the house, from per^iMJjiinP^ejIge 
of the faot, that, in the town of Northamp- 
ton, at the late ejectioif, the most 11 dam 
-roatory hand-bills, tending to excite the 
most dangerous riots in that town, had been 
universally circulated, which began with the 
words “ Popeiy 1 pi no Popeiy ! * He ne> 
•vei witnessed a more barefaced attempt to 
create distui b*«ces , and the attempt had 
<the desned effect , for tht ignorant and il- 
literate people, having then prejudices and 
pas»ions once put into motion, knew not 
where to stop ; and this town, which only 
n few months before had been remaikabie 
'for the tranquillity and good otdei that pre- 
vailed in it, was now one continued scene 
<rf contention , and private families, who 
had long&ssociated with each other 111 the 
utmost harmony and friendship, were now 
thrown into a state of party hostility and 
rancour. He could state several other d*cts 
upon this subject 5 bipV he supposed the 
-merits et jhe late rfhd present admimstraiidh 
would be discussed on some future occa 
sion, he should, until then reserve what he 
had to say 

Lord Holland contended that the conver- 
sation was perfectly regular, as on a money 
bill it was always permitted to discuss ge- 
^Sjeul topics Ihe financial system of his 
jmyi K a<i a grand feature in the 
Imtoi) ofnfte country. If the ramtsters 
chose to raise an uufourraed clamour among 
the mob, it was in parliament that they 
would stand and justify themselves . and this 
bill afforded the opportunity, ft was -re- 
levant also to enter upon general topics, as 
the amendment, it wpuld appeal fiotn What 
had been stated by the noble lord on the 
jotlftr side, was only the harbingei to the 
total destruction of j& e system. Though 
lie, dM tbos^ wrtffwnom be acted, had 
differed from his noble friend (Grea\ 4 lle) on J 
some important points, they had not at- 4 
tempted, when in opposition, to take ad- 
vantage of the mistaken feehqgjaof the mob 
He remembered, when, the •country was m 
a. calamitous situation, when the scarcity 
had disposed people to acts of violence 


. country iftfcy had then mmotnoged *** 

any of thed agamstiarestaUers and**gratet8, as the 

1 sent mimsters had stirred up and ratoond, 
the cry of no popery ? 'Hie wbaieOQuairy* 
might have been *t blown into the utmorip 
con fusion. But though ministers had* raised' 
that seusdl ess clamour out of doors, he mm% 
glad <to perceive that they had not dasfd 
attempt it m that house With regard 
the catholic bill, many of the present mt»* 
meters h id agreed to go further in favour of? 
the catholics; the oiely real ground af« 
objection to die bill therefore seemed to 
this, that the late ministers were net willing- 
that the protestant dissenters should be 'm m 
worse situation than the Homan catholic?.* 
As far, therefore, as theory of ♦' no popeiy” 
was concerned, nobody surely <could accuse* 
thtm of being enemies- (to the protesta ot» „ 
establishment, who had v nc^prqposocblo go* * 
so great a length in favour of the catholics** 
Us had been dose *by many of -the present 
ministers He wished a noble person had 
been present under w^e administration 
proposals had been made to the ameers &£ 
the Irish brigade to entir our eefivicerjpvu* 
mwmg them the same rank as the lEuglish* 
officers, except the appointments an that 
staff He maintained that -the cry of “ no* 
popery ” h id been raised and encoeraged by. 
persons in high situations, and even by pop* 
testant clergymen? whose Tekgum might 
have taught them more liberality * And yet 
ministers said that the whole was the effect, 
of popular fee bug left to itself! They the»* 
boasted of having the people with them, hut 
they certainly were not the sensible* port of 
them. But when they talked at the 
they'eught to recollect that neatU a 
part of the population of the oafptre wgrat 
cai holios, And one dF the great mitfdnef* # 
with which tlus conduct was aitenML wav* 
that it separated the British from the JUish 
populace If 9 such r «aatorni as this was 
I raided , if you held ouNthe principle that, 
*the protectants and catholics QOuld # so httjp* 
coalesce, that ttey could not serve together 
in your deem anikainries, it would both? 
reality a dromon bekve^n Eas^oad^and Ire** 
^^lamrone wimmmQ legislative jaeasu^ 
A>uld remove. To pmflee th*t disunion* 
however, was certainly the tendency oi th»> 
conduct of mirrtflters XfiknoWe lord ti#|r 
came to the clamour aboaljthe shipping ln-j 
terqpt, which Vas followed Ip with thetfuipt 
spirit as thectemour of rm popeiy. > 
isscriions oa%the other mde would go set 4 
maintain that thejatenywterauwiacinrt|iiii> 


What would have been the situation of 4heJ not onlwt^Uw ahippi fig mtesdM , btubtf* 
Vql.IX. • » & 
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s of 'the nation. Ifc-tontenided, 

.jjjptawe! r, that the late ministers were the 
/fih&friends of the. navy, by encouraging all 
those interests which formed its foundation, 
instead of favouring, in a particular and par- 
tial manner, the shipping interest, which 
formed but a very small part of them. But 
the clamonrs of ministers might perhaps be 
intended, in some measure, for electioneering 
purposes. When some person talked to 
y^lkcs about taking the sense of his con- p 
Btituents, Wilkes rgpiied, that he would give 
Bimall the sense of his constituents, if he 
, would give him (Wilkes) ill their nonsense. 
Ministers were, therefore, perhaps, applying 
to the nonsense of the people 5 but while 
these things were going on, it became the 
Bouse to consider the situation in which the 
country stood. Notwithstanding the supe- 
riority over ^thejother countries of Europe 
with which we were disposed to flatter our- 


lio country in Europe, catholic or protestant. 


sisted, and^Were the on 
employed, iotan open and undisguised man- 
ner, a threat W dissolution to influence a 
decision of thel bouse of commons. He 
could not avoid kbying, that considering the 
situation in wmclTfMFfeountry stood, it was 
unfortunate, fndeed, that the affairs of the . 
nation should (he in such hands. — The bill 
.was then committed, and ordered to be re- 
port£f*ffiSritej?t day. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. / 

7'hursday , April 23. 

[Minutes.] — Sir Vicary Gibbs, the attor- 
ney-general, took the oaths and his seat. 
—A new writ was ordered to be issued for 
the county of Louth, in the room of the 
right hon. John Foster, wh6 had accepted 
the office of chancellor of the exchequer for 
Ireland. — Mr. Bankes moved, that there be 


| laid before the house an account of theregu- 

selves, be could safely affirm that there was flationsestablished in the British Museum since 


February, 1805, for the preservation of the 


that wa§ not astonished at our conduct in collection, and for the more free sftid easy 
not availing ohrsehjes of our catholic po j access of the public; and also an account of 
pula t ion. Our navy had increased, not in ! the numbers admitted from the t)th of Fe- 
dbp sequence of the restrictions imposed, but ! bruary, J805, to the present time, %pecify- 
itt spite of them, and because, on the whole, j ing the numbers in each month of that pe- 
•tfe had fewer restrictions than what had J riod. Ordered. -^Genrral Fitzpatrick brought 
prevailed in other countries. — Then we had j up the bill for paying the pensions of half- 
the opinion of ministers as to the new sys- i pav officers/ their widows, and persons on 
tem of fipance Their objection to it was, : the compassionate list, at 'their se\ e*-al places 
that it was too vast, and embrace^! too great of residence Ho stated that the bill was 
a number of years. But, however, they had approved of by his successor, -who would 
afcted on this plan for this year, which they 1 follow up the airangement. The Secretary 
were un^er no necessity of doing if it was at War said, that the object of the bill was 
a bad one. since so many beHer plans, in highly proper, that he entirely approved of 
their opinion, had been ptoposed by spine * it, and would contribute every thing in his 
of themselves. If the plan was a bad oue, ! power to carry it into effect. The bill 
it ought not to be continued for n year, if ; then read a first time. - ••'*** 

was « wjpe one, then its embracing a num- j [Calico Puitnjgfs 1 Bill.]— Mr. She- 
berofy<§rs, in the manner actually done, ridan moved the second reading of the Jour- 
was no objection. The Amendment irmsM neymen Calico Printers’ Bill, 
have been introducejl^r one of two objects, Sir Rahrrt teele said, that although, on 
either to oterthrojtvthe plan, or to gratify Recount of his ill health.*- he had been given 
the ship-<£vnes8. If the lai f er wa#lhe ob- j leave to absent himself from his duty in par- ’ 


why did they not for^his purpose re- 
peal the late West India ? ^Tbis was in 
fact governed* by the sa/ie princIWs as the 
aest-of their conductor T he objecHwuu^ 
secure* popular clafn/tir in their favour bjn 
thy means. In thw present situation of the 
Cpintry It was theph.ty of eypry fhember of 
pudiaoient to watch the conduct of a go- 
vferfetfigttt of thisfieVcription wifhthe utmost 
ja&lousy- and dwu«. Afte* they had got 
nio the * ely/Ian fields/ as*it had bet n 
suited, bethought they might have aban- 
doned tuQhpmifatcL ' But the^ still per- 


m 1 * 


Jiament, yet he should feel great self-re- 
proach, if he should allow a bill so mis- 
chievous as fit; conceived this fo be, to pass, 
without giving it hi- d eede d opposition. He 
was himself a friend lo tfie Journeymen Ca- 
Jico Printers, and he cqpceived that be an^ 
the other Master -Printers had done them 
more service than they would ever receive 
from the speeches of the ,right lion. gent. 
(Mr; Sheridan). The Journeymen in their 
first demand of limiting foe number of ap» 
prentices, seemed to act upon the principle, 
thap they were able by combination to giv« 



thplawto«the masters. This scheme^howavefc 
failed^ and only occasioned tip masters to 
bring many new hands into the/rade. There 
were many . masters who seriously thought 
ef removing themselves ancpheir capitals to 
some other country, their property 

would be better protected, anti their trade 
be more free from restriction j for a man of 
property could never bear theldea of receiv- 
* ing the law, in every instanAfetftimi his 
journeymen. If it could be proved that This 
bill would be for the advantage of the jour- 
neymen, he should not oppose it, as he con- 
sidered that the interests of the greater num- 
ber should be attended to in preference to 
the interests of the few ; but he was con* 
viuced, that a bill like the present would be 
injurious to thegvhole trade, and consequent- 
ly to the journeymen. #He concluded by 
moving, that it be read a second time on this 
day three months. 

Mr. D. Giddy supported this motion. 
He considered that in the present state qf so- 
ciety, it was not so much the tyranny* of 
kings and great men that was to be appre- 
hended, as the tyranny of the many over 
the few. He considered that nothing waa 
more dangerous than combinations among 
journeymen. If the agricultural laborers 
were to combine in a similar spanner, and 
demand for their labour wore than their fair 
proportion of the fend, tho country muat 
rapidly faff to ruin. 

Mr. Jacob began by observing, that in 
l/Ql, this eoiTntry only exported to the va- 
lue of one million annually in cottou goods j 
but, now, in sixteen years after that period, 
the quantity exported amounted to 
7 50 .OOOl.. being more than one third of 
tn^idiole amount ot our exports. This 
great mcPe» Ei * u M * owing to the skill and ta- 
lents of the Calico Printed. In the infancy 
of this trade, some degree of philosophy was 
necessary, and a considerable knowledge of 
chemistry; but now, by the division of la- 
bour, the business of a calico printer did 
not require more skill than any other handi- 
craft trade, and therefore the present race 
of calico printers were not entitled to better 
wages than most other mechanics. It was 
allowed, that aaboy <£*14 could, in a few 
months, learn the whole business, and yet 
the average wages >t«rc 25s. a week, al- 
though the workmen lived for the most part 
in the Northern counties, where ^liose wages 
would go much farther than they would in a 
Southerncounty. Hedidnotseo that the Jour- 
neymen Calico printer* had any serious sub- 
ject of complaint, and therefore he should 
oppose the present bill. 


Mr* that t he nnxioui 

wish of the committee was, that the masters 
and journeymen should regulate the matter 
among themselves, without bringing it b&» 
fore parliament. • The complaint of the 
journeymen was this ; that a large number 
of loyal, dutiful, and faithful subjects were 
now without employment and without bread* 
in consequence of the grievances of which 
they complained. He conceived it the first 
duty of government to see that the subject* 
of the realm had bread* He felt a good 
deal for the rights of journeymen ; his con* 
stituents* were either journeymen, or had 
been' journeymen, and he had, therefore, 
considered that kind of right which was de- 
rived from having served an apprenticeship* 
He considered, that from the system of ap- 
prenticeships was derived, not only the su- 
perior skill of our workmen in every de- 
partment, but a great part* of fhe practical 
^norality of the British nation. He admitted, 
that on account of the division of ‘labour* a 
boy cuuld be taught tp dp the business in a 
very short time, as wen as a journey man* 
The consequence was, tlfatas soon as the boy 
was out of his apprenticeship he also found 
himself out of bread. It was therefore in 
this branch of trade, more than in any other* 
that some regulations were wanting to in- 
sure a subsistence to the journeymen. 

Mr. Henry Erskine considered, that what* 
ever might be the grievances of*be journey- 
men, the pfesent bill would not afford the 
remedy. It was against the first principles 
of civil liberty, as well as against all the 
commercial maxims which had hitherto been 
received. The first clause of it was to pre- 
vent Masters from taking more than a cer- . 
tain number of apprentices* Tbis^was are-- 
gulation, whg:h had never before be^g. de- 
manded from parliament. Every fn%u had • 
an undoubted right to teach his trade to as 
many people as die cliqse. He thought the 
cry against the numbfck^roming into the 
trade was ridiculous as Jf he or others, 
old journeymen in the profession of the 
law, should come^kpa rl i a m ent to complain^ 
of the nun^jer ofNpung men of talent^ 
tkit wem^Rlucating iLr that prdfessron* and 
bffUtlaX the house shut the door * 

ajftnst them, for, fear inqv should interfere 
with the old practitioners. VAs to the wages', . 
given he thought that flat* as a$ r 

the price of the article, * wOuld of Item* . 
solves find their # level. HJl therefore was, 
decidedly in opposition to thojbil]. 

Mr. Sheridan defended the Vll. He *a«j^ 
it would have been well if m hon. «ptf 
learned frienA (Mr. H. ErskjpA had con/ 
■iSA% V S ^ 
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I to read the report tfftttceommi tee 

„ r which this bill was founded, before he 
“ j ifertfoed so much of hiti-tngetttiity in con- 
Atoning it. If he hadretd that report 1 , He 
#ould have found, that, «bo far from being 
t-measure for the encouragement of combi* 
nations amongst^ tbe journeymen calico- prin- 
ters; if was one forthe relief and protection of 
the industrious andoppressed. His hon . and 
foamed friend had declared, that, whatever 
Was the nature of the disorder complained 
6f, he would notgitfe this bill as a cure, be- 
ttrase he considered it absolute poison. But 
lie (Mr. S.)* believed it bvWs the practice of 
all regular tyred physicians to consult a little 
the nature of the'dteorder, before they re- 
flected one remedy to- prescribe another-; 
dnd, in this case, he certainly fblt that he 
had the advantage .of his hon. and learned 
friend. He intreated, however, that the 
house, before it should^ reject the present* 
bill, would first condescend to read the re J 
port of its committee. Which it was always 
customary for the house to respect, and not 
to libel or stultify tjiat report, without ever 
once reading or considering the evidence 
Upon which it was founded. Before the 
House consented to reject this bill, he beg- 
pA they would consider, that the necessary 
Consequence must be inconsistency with their 
own justice, to repealthe act of the 5tli of 
Elizabeth,^ by which every other trade in the 
kingdom, "except^that of the cal;co-pr inters, 
Was regulated and protected. But before 
that house would agree to such a repeal, lie 
Was sure they would pause very deliberately, 
and consult their own reflections upon the 
necessary consequences to the manufactures 
of the copntry. What was the case of the 
complainants in this instance ? For a series 
, of successive years *had they foeen mendi- 
cant suppliants at the bar of that house, of- 
fering petition after petition^ praying relief, 
but in Vain. The moment, however, they 
found their petition entertained, and felt anjfc 
ground of hope feat their griev-iites would 
be fairly considered, all combination ceased', 
and their reliance for jSdresawas entirely 
founded, upon the .j unite and\UberaHty of 
eparlidment. Whaf/vas their ctwiipHsifr 
Why, that afoer t h*ving served seven ye^s 
i> a business cor/essedTy injurious to their. 
Jfcaltb, and wbifli rendered thdm unfit for 
dnyo^ber occupation, tliey were to be turned 
Ipdte tipon thei World, suppfanted in 4heir 
employments by whole legtons of apprenti- 
ces, at 12 orM4 years of age? for the wages 
4t. f dl-rF 8*- per week, instead of 25s., 
the "usual Average of the journey man, by 


whose previous skill and ingenuity the ope- 
rations of theknanu facture were so amplified 
that children would do the work as wetfak 
journeymen. Wid what was tlie alterna- 
tive proposed t(fejose unfortunate' men > To 
be satisfied u^tnlSS* Average wages of g*. 
per week, usflally paid to common daily la- 
bourers throughout their districts, or left to* 
beco me so lders or sailors} occupations for , 
whicjffl!ill*state of body, after devoting 7 * 
years to an unwholesome business, rendered 
diem totally unfit. # Would the house con- 
sent to a proposition- so monstrous, as that 
those young men, after having devoted 7 
years to learn a trade, to the min of their 
health, by which their industry had so emi- 
nently contributed to* the wealth of their 
masters and their country,' should be de- 
prived of all employment, and 'be turned 
loose upon society, as burthens to the chari- 
ty, * or freebooters wpotvthe property of their 
neighbourhood ? He never was a proselyte 
to the doctrines of Adam Smith upon this 
subject. It was the wisest policy of a nation* 
to provide employment for the matured vi- 
gour of its population ; and those manfactu- 
rers, who derived immense fortunes by the 
early industry of those journeymen, would 
ill deserve the encouragement of the legis- 
lature and of the state, if they were ready 
la* sacrifice the comforts of their men to 
their own avarice, au& consign them to* 
beggary the moment they became entitled 
to receive the wages of jousneymen. He 
instanced one particular house, which en- 
tertained above 50 : apprentices, and only 
2 journeymen : and he begged to ask how 
many thousands of artisans must be devoted 
tb famine, if this system was to become,#* 
nerah His hon. and learnedvfi^tT ' had 
compared the sta^of the bar rothat of the' 
calico-printers, and said, what might be 
very true, that many of the members of 
that learned profession were much distressed. 
It might be so, and was to be lamented* 
But, if it were possible, by the operation* 
of that machinery, philosophy, or chemis- 
try, which had been so learnedly spoken of 
that night, sp to simplify the business of the 
bar, as to render it fggcticable to little boy* 
and girls at 1-2 or U, he* believed there 
would be more clamour from the gentlemen 
of the long robe in Westminster Hall, than 
ii om all the combining manufacturers of Lan- 
cashire put together. The right hon. gent, 
mentioned some other instances of oppres- 
sion from the masters to their apprentices, 
and their illegal modes of securing their ser- 
vices, sometimes for g or lO years, by a 
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bond fro® tbe parent instead <tf a stamped j be should {photo jMiimuto neoUan,. to bring 
mdfentare. He concluded by supp<*'«»**< s forwards motionfor the production,* & 
bill, and declaring, at the srfne tkne, that I the pa pen andmformation received by go- 
he disclaimed all countenance to combina- venunent or the India ofinpany.wrth sec- 
tion, that be should belie t Je uniform tenor j pect to the late transactions at Vellore, or 
of his whole political diftf#, •while he had the probable consequence* of those trapsaf. 
a seat in that house, the cause of the weak t.ons. At the same time, tbe hen. rwxuber 
should want an advocate against the strong, seeing the chancellor of tbe exchequer in hie 
who revelled in wealth and luxury u|»n the place, took occasion to ask, whether it was 
’ fruits of their bard industry. — ""V. intended on the part of ministers, to.prO- 

Mr Horner opposed the bill a» did Mr. pose, or to support an/ grant to the Inda 
Dent - and the questiort being put for the company from the public money, by loan or 
second reading this day 3 months, it was car- otherwise, in the course of, the present sea- 
ried without a division. sion : and if so, whether it was meant that 

— i such grant should be made before the state- 

Housa,oF commons.' ment of the general concerns of India (the 

Friday, April 24. India budget) should belaid before thehousei 

fMiNUTRS.q Sir J. Henderson gave no- The chancellor of the exchequer, in reply, 
tice of his intention to *nove, on Tuesday, staled, that government did not entertain 
for leave to bring in a bill for making better the intention to which his Question referred, 
provisions to enable members against whom [Poda Laws Bill.] Mr. Whitbread mo- 
election petitions may be presented, to reco-, ved the order of the day for the recommit- 
ver costs from such petitioners as may after- ment of the first of the four bills, into 
wards abandon their petitions without* due which, at the suggestion of the Ijouse, he 
notice to such members. The bon. bart. had divided his geaertf bill. The bill now 
stated, that in consequence of due notice to be committed, was that for establishing 
not having been given in a recent case, the a Plan for the Education of the Poor. The 
sitting member was at the expense of bring- order of the day beiijg read, and the ques- 
in<r several witnesses from a distance of no tion being put that the Speaker do now leave 
less than 400 miles, and was proceeding to the chair, Mr. Whitbread rose to state file 
remark upon the proba’Bility and injustice of nature and object of this bill. It was not 
many similar instances, When the Speaker meant, he said, to supersede any parish 
stopped him, by stating the irregularity of schools for the educatiomof tfle'poor, alrea- 
offering moi* on this occasion than a mere dy established ; it was not meant to increase 
statement of the motion he meant to bring unnecessarily the charges upon any district, 

forward. Mr. Vansittart appeared at the where parish schools were already^ instituted 

bar, and read the report of the committee for the education of the poor, by establishing 
upon the Shrewsbury election. This report therein additional schools , his object was, 
_ that the hon. H. G. Bennet was not that in every parish where there was a num- 

(Kthwwttlifie 1 according to law, and there- her of poor who could not aftbra to pay for 
fore thatTOWIght not tohave been elected ; the education of theft children, the# shouty 
that the petitions against him from Mr. T. be a school established for their i&truction. 
Jones and others, and the defence made But, as he proposed the education of the 
against them, were not frivolous or vena- poor to be thft incipiept principle and giand 
tious ; and that the election, so far as re- foundation of all the benefits tofoe derived in 
garded the said H. G. Bennet, was voicP future tf flm the measure of reform in the 
After the report wa%delivered in at the ta Poor Laws,n\lhought this hill, which went 
hie, a new writ was ordered for the election peculiarly tn^object, should he first cs- 
of a representative for Shrewsbury, in the labliahed^If, thnrefpreany. bon. member 
. roomofMr. Bennet,— Mr. HoVuer gave notice* Jaipur objectioii^to the prinaple of the 
of f motiooTor Wednesday, for the produc-i "hill, this was the pr<\wf time tosutethem. 
tion ot papers relative to the Polygar war, Mr. Fllhon said,^hat, upon the first 
adding, that he should bring this motion fof- introduction of these bile, he had, in eom- 
ward, after tbe business with regard to the pliance with d<e hon. geW.'sinjunction, for- 
Caruktic, which an hon. baroaet (sir T. Tur- hj? r “ c t0 «l*ter Ihto aisytdiscussion t*n the 
ton) had aunounced his intention to bring* merits of thoplut, unowstanding that it 
forward, should be disposed of.— SirP, Fran- was first to%oforth. in th&ahape of a -'peo- 
eis said, that he meant iu the course of next position to the country. at large, and thatfisji* 
week, upoa*a day, which, early »a tbo week, wouhUbe given. to gentleman thad^pput 





PAUL. BEBATE3,JkriiL U, 190 


tjm 


ll*e kingdom fully to consider *a<i digest the 
j&£ect, before it was finally passed into a 
, mw.t He hoped still this woola be the case ; 
4brit was impossible that a measure* which 
Required so much mature ^consideration, and 
materially interested the country at Jaige, 
could, on ao short a notice as the house had 
received, be so fully communicated to the 
whole kingdom, as it could be in a printed 
lore), He therefore hoped that this bill, 
and the others, woplti not now be pushed 
Jbrward into the shape of a law ; but that. 


such amepdments as the committee 
should think proper to introduce, the bills 
abould be printed, and time given till next 
cession for gentlemen to turn the subject in 
their minds, to consult their constituents, 
and to come forward fully prepared to discuss 
the merits of the bills, and render them as 
complete as possible. 

Mr. Rose was of the same opinion ; but 
although he thought the "bon. member who 
brought forward this subject entitled to the 
thanks of the country, yet he had his 
doubts, whether edurating the lower orders 
of th? people, upon file principle laid down 
in this bill, would have the effect either of 
ameliorating their condition in the degree 
which seemed to be hoped, or of alleviating 
the burthens of the poor’s rates, by that 
means, within such U period as should in any 
degree convince the country of any benefit 
to be derived from* measure which, for a 
considerable time, must go to increase those 
burthens. The bill proposed, that the poor 
children of each parish should be entitled to 
two years education between the age of 7 
and 14 : the consequences natuially would 
be, that the earlier part of this period 
woqjd be chosen by the parents, as that in 
their cluldren’s labouf would be the least 
profitable \o them. Now, the advantages 
to be derive^ to the minds and moi als of 
children in that class of Aife, fr6m two years 
of education at thaj^irly part of life, did 
pot appear to him wo very considerable as 
the hon. gent, professed to expect ; and to 


carry the system of educawn to the labour- meanwhile be suggested. As far as the 
ing pour still hjgher, woj^d, he lK^ed, tend principle of the bill went to increase tl?e 
Ipther to r&ise their min*$» above them^j^ Comforts of the poor,»he sincerely wished 
life* and by no meafttof strengthen their at- /that objecSj might be obtained; but it # be.* 
tacbityeots to thos^v laborious pursuits, by hoved parliament to endeavour to give the 
'which they were tafteain a livelihood ; pur- poor virtue and morals, as well as instruc- 
ted ts to which, rf' present, /beie existed, tion ; and he also wished, that some gene* 
throughout the pftfruf this'courttiy, a vejy ral principle sftouldbe adopted, that rewards 
strong reluctance^ If, therefore, care was ss well as punishments might follow $ nor 
not taken to blew! with their education early did he approve of taxing parishes, in addition* 
of indqapy, he feared that school- to the heavy poor’s rates, for the education 
iog^irOuld rather injure than serve them, in [of their children. 


tbe result The subject of the Boor Dm had 
occupied, for a series of years, much of Us 
own eainest attention $ and of all the plans 
that occurred to him on the subject of edu- 
cation, the moAfeasible was, that of esta- 
blishing schools itNhe* maritime counties of 
this kingdom* and to which parents from 
the iutenor parts might send their children. 
At those sthc£>l£, in addition to other instruc- 
tion Uvejmight be initiated in a naval edu- 
cation, and practised in fishing. They might 
thus draw, from tile surrounding ocean, a 
great part of the means for their own mainte- 
nance. All British shipping, employ ed coast- 
ways, or sailing outward from the several 
ports in each district, might be obliged to 
take four, five, or more of those boys, at a 
proper age, and initiate them in naval ser- 
vice. At all events, they might be main- 
tained and educated at one half the expence 
of ^14, now the usual average expence of 
each boy at charity schools. .Eighty thou- 
sand boys might be thus kept in the conti- 
nuakpi ogress of useful instruction, and ac- 
quire the opportunity of gaining a livelihood 
by maritime pursuits, affoiding thus an inex- 
haustible source of supply to the Biitish na- 
vy, Nor was there ever a time when such a 
resource was more necessary than the pre- 
sents the public security. But to prove 
the truth of the adage, that “ there was no- 
thing new under the sun, 1 ’ after lift had for 
yearb considered this plan, he accidentally 
met uitha tract, printed somejjears before, 
which exactly proposed the plan he had been 
considering as originally his own, and ot the 
utility and importance of which he felt the 
fullest conviction. 

Mr, Fuller observed, that as the hop. 
gent, had thought fit to divid e his ori ffiasgToili. 
into four bills, thi^shewed lildTIfehad not 
at first fully considered the subject of the 
poor Jaws in all its bearings; he could 
therefore wish (hat the subject should be de- 

! erred to another session, when the bill might 
>e introduced de novo, with the benefit of 
all the improvements which might in the 
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Mr. Butter supported the bill, and in- 
stanced the happy effects of parochial educa- 
tion upon the population of Scotland. 

Mr. Ilosioe thought the improvement of 

* the lower classes an object^ highly desirable, 
as nothing could be more disgraceful than to 
leave them in a state of ignofance. The 
only distinction between this country and a 
.savage nation arose out of knowled ge, and of 
course the diffusion of that ble&ung \mst 
operate to advance our supgnority. He con- 
tended that the alleviation of the poor's-rates 
must follow as a natural consequence of the 
measure before the house. For the unedu- 
cated man, having nothing but his bodily 
strength to depend* upon, became of neces- 

• sity a burthen upon the parish when that 
strength was gffhe $ whereas the man of 
education, inconsequence^ the wider range 
which his mind naturally took, could find 
Other resources to maintain himself when he 
could deiive no support from his mere ani- 
mal powers. Thus he conceived that educa- 
tion must tend to diminish the amount of ffie 
poor’s-rate. In support of tins opinion, the 
hon. member quoted the good effects of na- 
tional education in Scotland, which had pro- 
gressively improved tor a series of years, and 
in which, before the system proposed by 
this bill was introduced, x theie were no Itfts 
than 200,(X)0 beggars, wluNiof only formed g 
burthen upen the pfiblic, but a most mis 
chievous example with regard to morality, 
industry and law. But the most important 
end of national education, the hon. member 
conceived to be that which appeared in a 
Letter from Mr. Malthus to the hon. mover 
or the bill, namely, as the learned writer 

tfgd, that “ as the first object was to ele- 
vate M^^*g* 3 ^rg^hara^^^ of the poor, this 
or any measure wnich tended to it was enti- 
tled to support.** After such an opinion, 
from such a quarter, he thoqght that no 
sound objection could be made to this mea- 
sure. # 

Mr. Calrraft was friendly to the principle 
of the bill, and was forasafrying it into effect 
as sgeedily as possible. He thought also, 
that industry ought to be conabiued with 
knowledge. 1^ was the advantage of the 
plan wiich was called Mr. Lancaster’s, but 
which wa$ really dltgovered by Dr. Bell, 
Vector of Swanage, that it afforded, in the 
rapidity vith which it conveyed learning, 
full time for industry. But though he was 
most anxious to have this part of the plan 
panried into effect, he feared it would hardly 
^ repeiyed with satisfaction ip the country. 


n, tmf 

unless It should be aeoompanied with a relief ’ 
from some part of the burthens of the poor's 
rates. The execution of jhis mpapure Israi* 
besides, to lie not in the best hands. Ha 
allowed the clergyiften of the parishes were 
the fittest men to superintend the execution 
of measures of this kind. But the parifih 
officers were associated with the clergymen $ 
and, from the little time these men could de~ 
vote to their public functions, abuses wouU 
attend the execution of this plan, as well as 
the other duties intrusted to these officers. 
On these grounds, he wished*this part of the 
plan to be postponed, till the whole system • 
should have been passed in the form that 
parliament should think proper to*give it. 

Mr. Henry Erskine found it impossible log 
him to give a silent vote upon the subject* 
He could not help hailing, this bill as a raear 
sure auspicious in the highest degree to the 
industry, the morality, the happiness, and 
food order of the people of this- country. 
He was happy tp» give an example of the 
practical effect of edudflbn in the Country 
from which he came (Scotland). It was to 
that that he attributed the total exemption of 
Scotland from the heavy burden of the poor 
laws, which oppress so'much the middling 
classes of society in this country. It was 
education which gave the poor of Scotland 
too much pride and spirit to apply for paro- 
chial relief in their own countiy* gmd it was 
education which enabled thSm to distinguish 
themselves so much in every line when they, 
left it. As to the emigrations from Scotland* 
they were generally supposed to proceed 
from the barrenness of the country, and from 
the pincipje of the proverb, " need makes 
the old wife trot $” but he considered that it 
rather proceeded from* their talents being 
cultivated by education, and their hjMffgSg, in • 
this respect, an advantage over the people of 
most nations to which they emigrated, 
Scotland was, to be sure* a bairen country, 
and yet there were no people on earth more 
distinguish ^horticulture. • Scotch gar- * 
deners were to bev^apd every where through 
England andJKVales/and it was not only in 
this art th^rfiis countWmen excelled* bpt in 
sii&ft* variety of arts a;WI sciences, that un- • 
le\s the house were to atmbute it entirely to 
She ingeniumJScotorum, th\ must allow that 
those advantages had beeiAdei ived by die • 
diffusion of education, ami j therefore Jjiey * 
rqigfo expect the same retnhlfrom an equal 
diffusion of it jifthis countrK The Scotch - 
had also learnt the virtue of tegaiity from.t 
education, as it gave them all th\ pride that 

% V . * 
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^I WO t ce rtttyto maintain thmuahn, in ia- 


j'ftijm.n Davies GitUtf mentioned, tfcatin the 
part of England thathe lived in, (Cornwall), 
^teation was pretty generally diffused ; at 
/ least so mack of it, that almost every person 
there bad learned reading, writing, and some- 
thing of arithmetic. He thought it was 
easy to persuade parents, that it was to their 
advantage that their children should be 
hcpng^ttup in the habits of industry. He 
thought that eduqatioh would not be the bet- 
W far being made compulsory; it was bet- 
ter.. that it should be voluntarily, and not be 
forced ; that “ it should descend like the 
gentle dew of Heaven,** and be received as a 
general blessing. He did not think it would 
be easy to induce parents to consent to any 
forced system of education for their chil- 
dren. * e 

Mr. Spencer Stanhope, did not think the 
opinion of the country yet fully collected on 
this measure* His opinion was, shortly, 
that the expence of plan was certain, and 
the benefit very uncertain. Schoolmasters 
» and schoolmistresses were very difficult to be 
got. The value of learning had risen less 
than any thing else, in proportion to the de- 
predation of money; and, therefore, the 
number of persons competent to be school- 
masters and schoolmistresses was much di- 
minished. ,l$e thought that if the school- 
masters could be jgot, it was doubtful whe- 
ther the scholars could. The poor were 
anxious to make profit of the labour of their 
children «as • soon as possible. He gave the 
)lon. gent, every credit for his praiseworthy 
exertions, though he saw these impediments 
in the wag of his plan. 

Mr. Sharpe did npt see bow any of the 
•Objective^, that bad been made "affected the 
prfipefjpSe of the bill. AN of them went to 
delays though no good reasop was assigned 
for this delay. He jvi sifted to shew the coun- 
try, that the bous^ could suspend its political, 
and partja contests, in orderly* jbin with 
common accord in matters*'*’ avowed public 
utility The poor chiUfen wuld at all 
events bo educated* - T/ie only qtWion was>,, 
^whether they should well or ijl eate£HLT‘ 
It was not in the school, nor under public qf* 
pt^vate masters aldfie, that education could 
^ Childr^/7, if left atynef would edu- 

C^e jh#m«elve8. f Rut he #&o Educated him- 
s df, generally fool for his master. «He 

did*notthififc impossible that education could 
gupf.iaQtnueri^ above the condition of the 
jf%$icatib!t wopld givp Habits of 
industry ah^at/entibn. He wisbedfor more 
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than two years of instruction j .but dfen in this 
short period the children, though they shdbld 
forget all their learning, would have colled? 
ed many beneficial habits of an indelible na- 
ture ; habits of submission and respect for 
their superior ; Itabfts of cleanliness and 
exertion, anefthe fear of punishment. He 
thought the rnpasure should be carried into 
effect witho ut delay. 

hp^mithes ter adverted to the reference 
that bad been made to the difference between 
the education of tSe people in the northern 
and those in the southern part of Great Bri- 
tain ; and declared it to be his belief that, if 
it were not for the introduction of the Scotf 
into England, there would be a great va- 
cuum in many stations of society in this part 
of the island- That their Steady# indus- 
trious, and thinkinsf habit was attributable to 
their different mode of education, he thought . 
was extremely probable. But, as to the 
idea of engraftinga system of national indus- 
try on a system of national education, that 
watf’in his opinion extremely chimerical. 
Instead of doing any thing of that sort, 
which might tend to render the bill intricate 
and oppressive, he should give his vote for 
the house now resolving itself into the com- 
mittee on the bill which was now before 
th&n. 

n Mr. Simeon thotfght there w as no need of 
going to the North for illustrations, nor to 
say much to that house upon the value of 
education. He thought it desirable that 
every one should be taught to read, but did 
not see the necessity of teaching every one 
to write : he disapproved of an addition of 
one shilling in the pound on the poor rates, 
which would be the effect of this bilhlflid*- 
on for the prospect, at so me yefljg«dg£nce, 
afforded to some^poor ecCfttfifed person of 
raising hiru&Jf from his situation. He con- 
fended it was by no means to be admitted 
that, because Scotland, in 1 698, had receiv- 
ed an establishment of schools, and had pro- 
fited by it, that, therefore England, in her 
present civilized stated n IS07, should adopt 
similar regulations. He had taken great 
pains to examine the state of ‘the poor, $pd 
should particularly speak of \he town he 
presented (Reading), which contained lt>,OOQ 
inhabitants, of whom 756OO were poor ; but 
hardly a child of ten years old w$s to b$ 
found who had not learned to read, at ww*. 
of the three jftnny schools which are kept by 
the poor old people. He saw no necessity, 
for writing or arithmetic. He Knew of OQ 
deficiency in the number Qf candidates for 
bankers* clerks^ and Such situations. He 
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condemned the mode it> q|fnch the hill wan 
to he carried into effect, but praised highly 
tne Sunday schools, which he regretted be 
found great difficulty in prevailing upon the 
poor people to attend. He censured the 
Conduct of those in the higher, classes of so- 
ciety, who thought tne poor, should receive 
' no education, but felt his objections to the 
present plan to be radical arrt fundamental. 

• opinions resulted trom experience, and 

not from speculation and theory. ** 

Mr. George Vamitlark was of opinion, 
that the establishment of parochial schools in 
the manner proposed by the bill was much 
too expensive. He did not think at first, 
that the occupiers of lands and houses should 
he taxed, in order fliat all the children in the 
country should J>e taught to read and write, 
especially when it was jjloubttul, whether 
writing would be of any real use. How- 
ever, he would vote for the bill going into 
the committee. 

Mr. Bragge Bathurst , though he could 
not but admit that the principle of diffusing 
instruction among the lower classes was 
good, could not say that he approved of this 
bill. He bad received a communication from 
the part of the country with which he was 
connected, that the whole of the bill of the 
lion. gent, was disapproved of at the quaver 
sessions, as extremely burdensome, without 
any adequate advantage. Cfcne of his objec- 
tions \6 tffis bill was, that it tended to give ] 
an education to the lower classes above their 
condition, and comprehended objects too 
great for any one measure. The hou. mo- 
ver of the bill had not yet made any state- 
ment of the present means of educating the 
j, lower classes. It his bill were to pass, there 
w6i.kV.lj5 no compulsion to force attendance 
at the sctuiIwpMnd consequently the first 
menace of wholesome discipline, would put 
an end to the attendance of the individual 
threatened. He also objected ta this bill, 
because it would do § way Sunday schools, to 
which no person would subscribe, w hen thp 
parochial schools should be established. 

Mr. Wilberforce s&id, .that he thought 
the«house and. the country were under great 
obligation to the bon .gent, who had introdu- 
ced this measure, as it must have required 
much cxertvott ant^ attention to make out 
four such bills as thoflb before them ; but at 
the same time be 9 ou^l not help thinkings 
that parliament ought to proceed with great 
caution upon such a subject. They were 
"now undertaking, for the first time, a great 
work, which had been too long delayed, the 
diffusion of the benefits of education j and 
.‘Vot. IX. 
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therefore they ought to take care lest it might 
not provG prejudicial in some respects* 
while .it was advantageous in others^ He 
could easily conceive npiny modifications 
which such a bill might undergo, and a* 
mongst others, tfie combining of voluntary 
contributions, according to the different 
circumstances of places, and the means of 
instruction which each might possess ; and* 
therefore, he approved of the house going 
into a committee. The encouraging a desirt 
in the lower orders of the people to better 
their situation, did not appear to him an obr 
jectionable part g>f the bill ; because, it 
was* natural that hope should exist in the 
breast of every one, to push hiipsejf for- 
ward in the scale of human beings. As far, 
however, as he had been able to observe the 
disposition of the country, as to this bill, 
it had not been received so favourably as he 
could have wished. He himself had receiv-\ 
ed various representations against ir, princi- 
pally on account of its having been precipi- 
tately introduced. Although he was forgoing 
into the committee, hWwas not for* pressing 
it forward afterwards ffll such time as par- 
liament could be informed more particularly 
of the real sentiments of the country regard- 
ing it. He agreed irf regard to what had 
been said of Scotland, and ascribed a good 
deal of that order and moral conduct, indus- 
try, and rectitude, w'hich prevailed in that 
part of the country, to their general, system 
of education. It would be important that 
the system now to be adopted here, should 
be combined with all those advantages which 
made men valuable members of* society, 
and accustomed them to be obedient under 
conlfoand and controul. He approved high- 
ly of the plan which had been* suggested 
that night bj&a right, lion. gent. (Mr. Rose) 
as to combining it with the ot* 

maritime schools He professed himsclt 
to be a friend te the fejll in general, although 
he was convinced it was susceptibly of various 
, lm.portat\tjmprovements.^etrusted he should 
have to con&iafttatethe hon . geul . vffio had in- 
troduced it, in having thus laid the fouuda-\ 
tiojfi of a system wff.ch would ye t be attend-. 
<jd with the most beneficial 'effects, 
qpBKty I \ • 

* Mr Windham* after paying som* vety 
handsome wmplhpeots the hon. mover 
for his good inteutiotp in tlfi formation of the 
bill then beforeMhe bous4, observed# tl$t 
Shis' was a subject which ^uost particularly 
required deliberate considei\tion. It Wa£ 
impossible, of all qthers, tliftt this subject 
could be decided uno flatu.X It w ap an, 
2 $ , . * \ 
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Object that humanity and justice kmgrequir- ! by his appearance knew that Jbe was a 

* ad; "but had the maturity at time*now come | Scotchman, was he to say ,- this is ail oying 
frviuch a Kate of fulness that it was impossi- to the 4 r writing and reading in that part 
hie ftfr us to wait yiother session? That the I of the country ? Would it not be move ra« 
diffusion of knowledge was proper might be tional to s ay, that in this, as web as in many 
supported by many good argument* \ but other cates, it was difficult for him to trace 

. he confessed that he was himself a sceptic cause* from effects, as it was also to trace ef- 
pn this point. It was said, look at the state frets from any given causes ; might he not 
of the savage when compared to ours. A say, that he edid not know whether the 
savage among savages was very well, and prudence, economy, Ac. of the Scots was, 
the difference was only perceived when he noMhe ca&se of their applying themselves 
came to be introduced into civilized society, more to learning than we did ? A more sub- 
JChat state of each society was known best stantial cause was, perhaps, found out by 
by comparing cfae with ^mother, and that an hon. gent, opposite, who had attributed 
was found to be the best which had the the economy of the Scots to the want of 
greatest variety of employments for its mem- poor laws throughout the greater pail of the 
bers. A knowledge of many of the line country. But we shotfld consider how far 
•arts, and of the mechanic arts, was very the measure itself was calculated to effret ita 
useful, but we were not all to be artists own object; for r instance , e let us, look to 
or mechanics ; how awkward should we be England, and see if learning had not in* 
situated if we were a nation of shoemakers, creased rapidly for many years past, and 
or Carpenters, or tayloEP.? if, on the other yet, in the same proportion, we find that po- 
hand, all men were clerks, what should w6 verty had increased. The increase of this sort 
do for labourers ? This was a false idea ; it of introduction to knowledge would only tend 
was onty giving tire means of knowledge, to make the people study politics, and lay 
without being certain that those means them -open to the arts of designing men ; 
would be rightly made use of. His friend, it was impossible that a great quantity 
Dr. Johnson, was of opinion that it of reading in a country could banish 
was not right to teach reading beyond a poverty entirely out of the nation ; we 
certain extent in society. The danger was, njjght as well say, that we could remove po- 
that if the teachers of the good and the pro- verty from among a people by teaching 
papa tors of bad principles, were to be can- them all to plaf the fiddle. A good deal, 
dilates for*the controul of mankind, the however, might be said to coffsist in the 
latter would be likely to be to* successful, extent of the population and general habits 
He could not think it right to say, that of the people j and whilst people were found 
every man who possessed intellect should to lose sight of that honourable principle of 
administer to himself, because, if so, a independence that would not suffer them to 
patient who had intellect, and was of course rest their hopes of relief on the p.uidi, it 
most particularly interested in his owrPcure, was impossible to prevent poverty «unuiijL r 
would fee the best doctor. The circula- them. As long as men would mgjpr.y. and 
tiou of great truths would be of no advantage get children, without tweirf^uklfigof what 

* to ntySwAnd, unless you could increase the was to become of their offspring ; as long as 
etature ot their understapding, so as that it men would spend their gain** as last as they 
could reach those thijpgs. *But great stress got them, living from hand to mouth, and not 
had beei\ laid oivthe example of Scotland; laying something by for a rainy day, accord- 
he admitted i ho tj|)l force ofail thc^gnconuuiifc ing to their own empliatical expression, so 
that hsvfbeen paid to that eCMfry ; but then long would it be impossible to hope that po- 
it did not follow that he must consequently verty should not creep in amongst us. The 
*ay, “ all tliiscomes of their writing and read benefit societies contributed* indeed, asffar as 
mg.” He ifiight as^vell say, hk^ th e old their general principle went, to remove the 

* Woman when sfcc^aw a man goinjf^rfl^be danger of being overwhelmed withopoverty 
'• banged for forztffy, “ see what comes 1 of more than auy systegn which he had seen 

, * your writing ancr reading.” But there were for many years ; but* even they might, in 
Jfcrricnlariiies WAh inhabit and appearance many instances, be liable to some objection, 
which peopfe^jf differtmt countries might as to the detailed part of each particular so- 
di&tiugnishjifb from e^ph^ other. If he ciety. The plan of his hon. friend, how- 
was to seo aj|j|3 in a crowd, for instance, ever, did not possess the least possible means 
With ltd IjfF high cheek bones, and of removing poverty from our 4pcr for an 
x* ^ * jr ' , 
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instant, except in some few individual cases. 
He •mast, therefore, however reluctantly, 
oppose the motion of his hon. friend, whose 
humane and patriotic intentions mast be 
fairly acknowledged and sincerely felt by 
every Englishman. • • 

Mr. Whitbread contended, against the 
principle laid d uvn by his right hon. friend. 
Was it to be believed, th.it onc % of the most 
* erudite men of his day, that an ej?Hghteped 
Statesman of the nineteenth century, could 
stand forward in that hoiifce to nrgttte against 
tlie universal d«ff ."ion ot knowledge ? That 
a man who was himself the shining exam- 
ple of the great and good effects resulting 
4firorn ed ication, coy Id now be an advocate 
ror ignorance ? That the representative of a 
free people cotdd say, that the people were 
the more free when they were the le*s en- 
lightened ? His right hon. friend had said, 
that persons the most interested in any busi- 
ness were generally the least qualified for 
that business ; and had instanced such a po- 
sition by one of those illustrations with 
winch his right iion. friend more frequently 
amused than convinced the house. A pa- 
tient, it had been said, was of all others the 
least capable of assisting himself. But 
what formed the grand distinction between 
brutes and human beings so circumstance ? 


peasantry pf exalted character. It was edu-’ » 
cation only that gave such character to either* 
It had beed said that the illiterate peasantry 
would see sufficiently bjf the lights of the 
community in which they lived. He, for 
his part, could not understand how a man 
would be enabled to see better by a candle 
held by others than by one held by himself. 
Education might be said to be the panacea, 
if any thing human could be a panacea, foe 
the ills to which our state was naturally sub- 
jected. As to the red hair and high cheek* 
bones of the Scots, these were but physi- 
cal allusions, neither seriously introduced, 
nor to be seriously commented upon : but 
as to the moral distinctions ; bow were suck 
to be ascertained ? He believed by tire fre- 
quency or scarcity of (Time. In Westmore- 
land, the best educated county in England, 
executions were scarcely Jmo}vn. Search, 
the Newgate calendar. The great majority 
[•of those executed in"London every, year were 
Irish ; the next in order were English, 
and the last Scots. ®bis was an exact 
proportion with the^r respective sys- 
tems of education' among the lower orders. 
Several gentlemen had objected to the great 
additional expense of which, it was appre- 
hended, this plan of education might be 
■ productive. He contended that that expense 


The latter could point ouK the seat of their j bad been considerably overrated. He had 

" v, - ,n r *' 1? - 1 said that they would not in ang case exceed 

one shilling in the pound, and then it was 
immediately concluded that the expenses 
were in all cases to be estimated at a shilling 
in the pound. The hon. gent, then took a 
view of the plan as affecting the metropolis, 
in {he parish of St. Giles, no Hess than 
5000 children, the offspring of tfur labour- 
ing Irish, were dally advancing in ignorance 
to maturity.* Mr. Lancaster was$£fce]y to* 
contribute still further to the serricAff his 
country, by as^urfiing the management of a 
! school in the Seven*" Dials for carrying on 
1 his approved system of meehaflical education. 
He was to say, tdb, that he thought 

Dr. Bell's services in this way had been very 
important.— He had been advised to post- 
pone the bill lbr another year. Human exi*t- 
u «0 was uncertain. N tie might not live* 
fur another year, anu\he wa9 unwilling 
that the measure should fall into tlm 
hands of any one who might be less en- 
thusiastic in the v pjcosecution of it thanjii^ 
selfc He concluded by trusting. that the hdtnb 
would allow $8 bill to go it^o a committee. 

The Chancellor of the EmfafKer 
sed his readiness to concur in M 

2 N 2 m % V ^ 


disease, a^d thus dfrect the^kill of the phy 
sician ; so that, to carry on the illustration, 
information was in a high degree essential to 
the patient. Mucmi had been said respecting 
the increased burthens of the poor rates $ he 
contended for it that the proposed system of 
Education would considerably reduce those 
burthens. In Scotland, the poor rates were 
almdfc’t nothi ng. In Westmoreland, and other 
English ccrtJfHHP, where education in a 
greater proportion prevailed, the rates were 
in the same proportion lessencgl. As to the 
application to France, he thought it made 
for his argument j *for though those who 
were at the head of the Revolution mi* lit 
have been enlightened, it was notorious that 
the instruments in the hands of those men 
were the \no%t ignorant and brutal of the 
Parisian mob ^ but it was singular, to hear 
auch 8n argument from one, who, in intro- 
ducing to that hou$g 1 he military plan that 
did him so much honour, had observed that 
the Scots made the best soldiers, and why ? 
because the Scots were in, general the best 
-educated. His right hon. friend then said, 
“•give me a soldiery of exalted character.” 
Hd (Mr. Whitbread) now said, give me a 
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the-Speaker's leaving the chair, tycinne he 
was convinced that the investigation of the 
subject in the committee would be produc- 
tive of material advantage. He could net, 
however, agree with the bon. gent, in many 
of his positions ; and he differed consider- 
ably from him in the hostility which he had 
expressed towards the whole code of the 
Poor Laws ; a code which, in his opinion, 
contained a great deal of good, although, 
certainly, with some alloy of evil.— The 
house then resolved itself into a committee, 
in which a conversation arose. Mr. Whit- 
bread was anxious that the bill should be 
immediately proceeded with, reminding the 
house that it had lain on the table ever since 
the 22d of February. Mr. Giddy and Mr. 
Carey objected to any further proceeding 
with the bill at that late hour as many ob- 
jections mu«t neqfss&rily arise against the va- 
rious dauses. It was agreed, therefore, 
that the proceedings in tfie committee should } 
be postponed, and the house having resu- 
med, tlir chairman reported progress, and 
obtained leave to sit jSgain on Monday. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Saturday,* April 25. 

[Minutes.] The royal assent was given 
by commission to the Loan Interest bill, 
the Irish Loan bill, the Treasurer of the 
Navy's Regulation bill, the Customs Fees 
bill/ the Innkeepers Subsistence J>ill, the Si- 
cilian Prize* Money bill, the Tanners bill, 
several other public, and a number of pri- 
vate bilfs- The commissioners were the 
lord chancellor, and lords Wal&ingbam and 
Hawkesbury. — The bills on the table ipere 
forwarded in their respective stages, and 
fhfrhou se adjourned t jll Monday. 


\ * 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Saturday , ApYil ?5. 

[Minutes.] The tfbuae met at half-past 
three, and Vete summoned by the black rod^ 
to the house of p&rs to hear tire royal assent 
given to several public and private bills. 

• «HOU9B*OP LORDS. 

MvndpyjfApril T] . *«H*jar* 

{King's Speech^ About a quarter bq- 
|rwpe three o’clock /the lord chancellor, earlj 
Camden, and lordr Hawkesbury^ took their 
his majesty's commissioners. Mr. 
9m r*ne* the defuTy usher of the black tod, 
wav Wit to tlie/iouse of conforms to require 
their attanda&Ce. After some time had 
*fVwed, the Speaker, accompanied by a great 
number of/nqpibcrs of the hous? of com- 


mons, came to the bar. The royal assent 
was then notified by the lords commissioner# 
to two private bills, after which. 

The Lord Chancellor , in his majesty'# 
name, delivered the following speech : 

" My Lords and Gentlemen, We have 
it in command from his majesty to in- 
form you, that his majesty has thought 
fit to avail ^hhnself of the first momerit 
whjph would admit of an interruption of 
the ‘sitting of parliament* without mate-' 
rial indfcvenience to the public busi- 
ness, to dose the present session ; and that 
his majesty has therefore been pleased to 
cause a commission to be issued under the 
great seal for proroguing, the parliament.-— 
We are further commanded to *tate to you, 
that his majesty is anxious tr recur to the 
sense of his people, while the events which 
have recently taken place are yet fresh in 
their recollection. — His majesty feels, that 
in resorting to this measure, under the pre- 
sent circumstances, he at once demonstrates, 
in the most unequivocal manner, his own. 
conscientious persuasion of the rectitude of 
those motives upon which be has acted, and 
affords to his people the best opportunity of 
testifying their determination to support him 
in every exercise of the prerogative of bis 
crexvn, which is conformable to the sacred 
obligations under ^/hich they are held, and 
conducive to th£ welfare of his^kingdom, 
and to the security of the constitution.— 
His majesty directs us to exprebs his entire 
conviction, that after so long a reign, marked 
by a series of indulgences to his Roman ca- 
tholic subjects, they, in common with eveiy 
other dass of his people, must feel assured 
of his attachment to the principles of a iHxgr 
and enlightened tolerati on, and or his 
anxious desire to psotect eqliJiy find promote 
impartially the happiness of all descriptions 
of his subjects." 

“ Gentlemen of the House of Com- 
mons, His majesty has commanded us 
to thank you, in his majesty's name# 
for the supplies which you have furnish- 
ed for the public service. He has seen, 
with great satisfaction, that you have been 
able to find the means of defraying, in the 
present year, those large but necessaiy ex- 
penses for which you J»ave provided, with- 
out imposing upon his people the immediate 
burthen of additional taxes.— His majesty 
has observed* with no less satisfaction, the 
inquiries which you have instituted into sub- 
ject*connected with public economy ; and 
he trusts that the early attention of a new 
parliament, which he will forthwith direct 



UK) 


tAEL. DEBATES, A nit. X 1 , the &ctsian. 



to be called, will be applied to the prosecu- 
tion of these important objects.*' 

M My Lords and Gentlemen, His majesty 
feat directed us most earnestly to recommend 
to you that you should cultivate, by all means 
In your power, a spirit of uiyon, harmony, 
fend good will amongst allclassgs and descrip- 
tion* of his people. His majesty trusts 
.that the divisions naturally £nd unavoidably 
excited by the late unfortunate apd uncalled- 
for agitation of a question so interest*^ to 
the feelings and opinions of his people, will 
speedily pass away \ and that the* prevailing 
sense and determination of all his subjects 
to exert their united efforts in the cause of 
their country, will enable his majesty to con- 
duct to an honourable and secure termina- 
tion the great pontest in which he is enga- 
ged*;— After which , 

The Lord Chancellor said, €t My Lords 
and Gentlemen, By virtue of his majesty’s 
commission under the gr£at seal, to us and 
other lords directed, and now read, we do , 
in his majesty's name, and in obedience to his 
commands, prorogue this parliament to Wed- 
nesday, the 13th of May next, to be then here 
holden ; and this parliament is accordingly 
prorogued to Wednesday, the 13 th day of 
May next." 

The lords commissioners then withjfcw 
from the house, and the commons retired 
from th^bar. # * • 


V HOfjSE OF COMMONS. 1 

Monday, April 2 7- 

[Minutes.] The Speaker c^fhe* down 
to the house at five minutes past threee 
o'clock, and immediately after prayers were 
over was proceeding to count the house, in 
order to take the chair, when Mr. Quarme, 
yeoman usher of the black rod (who had 
been waiting in the lobby for the Speaker's 
arrival) announced himself in the usual way, 
with a message from, the house of peers. 
The Speaker consequently took hie seat in 
the chair, and tylr. Quarrfte came into the 
body of the house, and delivered the follow* 
ing message : — “ Mr. Speaker, The lords', 
authorized by virtue of his majest. com miss, 
for declaring the royal assent to several bill* 
which have been agreed to by both houses, 
and also for proroguing this present parlia- 
ment, do desire the immediate*attendarice of 
this hon. house inafche house of peers, to hear 
the cocqpiissian read." — The Speaker then 
accompanied by most of tjte members pre- 
sent, proceeded to the house of lords, and 
on his return calling the members round the 
table, read to them a copy of the King’s 
speech $ after which the members separated. 
- Thus ended the FiTst and only Session of 
the Third Parliament of the United King*, 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland. 



LIST *OF PUBLIC ACTS . . 

f\eSse$ in the Firsthand only Session of the Third Parliament of the United Kingdom of 
'Great Britain and Ireland, and in the 4 /th Year of the Reign of his present Majesty 
George III. with the Date of their meeting the Royal Assent. - a 


January 6 , 1 807- ! 

f . An Act. to revive and make perpetual 
And to amend an Act, made in the 42 d Year 
of his present Majesty, for the further Regu- 
lation of the Trials of .controverted Elections 
Or Returns of Members to serve in Parlia* 
ment, and for expediting* the Proceedings 
delating thereto. 

January 16. 

2. An Act for raising the Sum of 

if 10,500,000 by Loans or Exchequer Bills, 
for the Service of Great Britain for the Year 
1807. e • 

1 January 22, 

3. An Act for continuffig and granting to 
his Majesty certain Duties upon Malt in 
Great Britain, for the Service of the Year 
ISO 7 . 

. 4. An Act for continuing and granting to 
his Majesty a Duty on Pensions, Offices, and 
Personal Estates, in England; and certain 
Duties on Sugar, Malt, Tobacco, and Snuff, 
in Great Britain, for the Service of the Year 
180 7- 

Tel:. 1<). 

5. An Act to indemnify such Persons in 
the United Kingdom as have omitted to 
'qualify themselves for Offices and Employ- 
ments ; and for extending the Times limited 
for those' Purposes respectively, until the 
25th Day of December, 1807, and to permit 
such Persons in Great Britain as have omit- 

' ted tp make and file Affidavits of the Exe- 
cution qf indentures of Clerks vo Attornies 
and Sartors, to make and file the same on 
or before the 1st Day of Michaelmas Term 
18Q7* 

6 . An Act to continue, during the present 
War, and qntil 4 Year after the X^rtliination 
thereof by the Ratification of a Definitive 
Treaty of Peace, an Act made in the 44th 
Year of his present Majesty, for empowering 
his Majesty to accept the Services of susli 
Parts of His Militia Forces in Ireland, as # 
might voluntarily offer themselves to be em- 
ployed in Great Britain. 

*7 An Act to declare that certain Provi 
idonsftf an Act of the last Session of the kst 
4 Parliament, intituled. An Ac V to permit the 
* fycse Interchange of every Species of Grain 
between Grarirfiritain and Ireland shall ex- 


tend to Grain the Produce of those Countries 
only. 

8 . # An Aot # to continue for the Term of 

7 YeSh certain Acts of the Parliament of 
Ireland, for preventing the Importation of 
Arms, Gunpowder, and Ammunition, and 
the making, removing, selling, and keeping 
of Gunpowder, Arms, and Ammunition, 
without Licence. # 

9. An Act for allowing the Exportation 
annually of a limited Quantity of Worsted 
Yarn to Canada. « 

10. An Act for raising the Sum of 
J. 1,000,000 by Treasury Bills for the Ser- 
vice of Ireland for the Year 1 8O7. 

1 1. An Act to authorize his Majesty, nn* 
til the 25th Day of March, 1808, to make 
Regulations respecting the Trade and Com- 
merce to and from the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

12. An Act to abolish certain Offices ip 
the Customs of Ireland 5 and to abolish or 
regdate certain other offices therein. 

13. An Act foc^ investing certain Com- 
missioners appointed for the Exair-mation of 
Accounts and Expenditure relating to the 
Office of Barrack Master General, with cer- 
tain Powers and Authorities necessary for 
the Examination of such Accounts and Ex- 
penditure. 

14. An Act to amend several Acts, for 
regulating the Trial of Controverted Elec- 
tions or Returns of Members to serve in Par- 
liament, so far as the samefSfate to Ireland. 

15. An Act to continue for the Term of 7 
Years, certain Acts for the better Prevention 
and Punishment of Attempts to seduce Per- 
sons serving in his Majesty's Forces by Sea 
or Land from their Duty and Alk-ginnce to 
his Majesty, or to incite them to Mutiny or 
Disobedience. 

. March 16. 

i 6 . An Act to amend several Acts for the 
Sale of his Majesty's Quit Rents, Crown and 
pther Rents, and of certain Lands forfeited 
and undisposed of in Ireland. 

17. An Act to secure the Collection of the 
Duties on Aubtions in Ireland; and to pre- 
vent Frauds therein. 

18. An Act to grant to his Majesty certain 
Inland Duties of Excise and Taxes in Ireland, 
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< and to allow certain Drawbacks in* respect 
thereof} in Jieu of former Duties of Excise, 
Taxes, and Drawbacks. 

19. An Act to provide more effectually 
for regulating the Diawbacks and Bounties 
on the importation pf Sugaj from Ireland; 
and for allowing BriUbh Plantation Sugar to 
be Warehoused in Ireland, until the 25th 
Day of March, 1 808. • 

20 An Act to suspend, tlnitfl the First 


I , March 23. 

29. An Act for further continuing, until 

! the 25th Day of March, 1808, certain Bourn ' 
1 ties and Drawbacks on* the Exportation of 
Sugar fiom Gre^t Britain ; and lor suspend- 
ing the Countervailing Dudes and Bounties 
on Sugar when the Duties imposed by an Act 
of the last Session of Parliament shall be sus- 
pended. 

30. An Act to continue, until the 25th 


Day of May, 1807, the Payment of alHfi fa w- ; Day of March, 1810, an Act of the 44th 
backs on Spirits made «r distilled in Great Year of his present Majesty, for permitting 
Britain or Ireland, and exported from either j the Exportation of Salt frym the Port ot Nas- 
Coun try to the other respectively. | sau in the Island of New Providence, the 

21. An Act to provide foi regulating and | Port of Exunut, and the Port of Crooked 


securing the Collection ot certain Rates and 
Taxes in Ireland, in respect of Dwelling 
Houses, Firejd«*arths», Windows, Male Ser- 
vants, Horses, Dogs, aigl Carriages. 

22. An Act t>* allow lor 2 Ytars, from and 
aftei the passing ot tins Act, an additional ( 
Bounty on Double Refined Sugar, and 10 e^- ! 
tend former Bounties on olh».r Rclim-d Su- 1 
gar to such as shall be pounded, erased, or 
broken; and to allow for 1 Year certain 
Bounties on British Plantation Raw Sugar 
exported. 

23. An Act for repealing so much of an 
Act, made in the 9th Year of her late Ma- 
jesty Queen Anne, as vests in the South Sea 
Company or Corporation, by the said Act 
erected, the sol# and exclusive Privilege of 

. carry ing on Trade and Traffic to and from 
any Part whatsoever of South America, or in 
the outb Seas, which now are or may at 
any Time hereafter be in the Possession of 
his Majesty, his Heirs or Successors. 

24. An Act for allowing, until the 1st 
Day of August, 1808, the Importation of 
certain Fish from Newfoundland and the 
Coast of Labrador, an<J for granting a Bounty 
thereon. 

25. An Act to allow Turkey Tobacco to 

be imported into Great Britain, in small 
Packages. # 

26. An Act forextending to German Yarn 
4he Provisions of tin Act made in the last Ses- 
sion of the last Parliament for permitting 
Prussian Y«rn to be imported in Foreign 
Ships on Payment of the like Duties as if 
imported ifl British Ships. 

27. An Act f#r granting to his Majesty! 
until 12 Months lifter the Ratification of a 
Definitive Treaty of Peace, certain addition 
al Duties of Excise on Brandy in Great Bri- 
tain. 

, 28. An Act for raising the Sum of 

^fl^fOOjOOQby way of Annuities. 


island in the Bahama Islands, in Ships be- 
longing to the Inhabitants of the United 
States of America, and coming in Ballast. 

3 1 An Act to repeal Part of the uty on 
the Importation of unfbaputactured Tobacco 
.ntp Ireland. 

32 An Act folT punishing Mutiny and De- 
seition ; and for the better Payment of the 
Army and their Quarters. # 

33. An Act tor the Regulation of his Ma- 
jesty’s Royal Marine Forces w hile on Shore. 

34. A11 Act for continuing, until the 1st 

Day of August, 1§08, an Act of the 45<h 
Year of his present Majesty, for allowing, 
under certain Restrictions, the bringing a li-, 
mi ted Quantity of Coals, Culm, or Cinders, 
to London and Westminster^ by Inland Na- 
vigation. • * 

* March 25. * 

35. An Act to secure the Payment of the 
Duties on Licences granted tc^ Persons in 
Ireland dealing in Exciseable Commodi- 
ties. 

. 36. An Act for the Abolitiop of the Slave 
Trade. * 

37 AmAct to continue, un*j}the 251th* 1 
Day of March, I8l4, and a'leiflb uti Act, 
made in the 36th and 40th Year of his*pre- 
sent Majesty, fof the more effectual Preven- 
tion of Depredations on 1 he* River Thame# 
and it* vicinity ; ami tit amend £ii Act, made 
in the 2d Year of his present Majesty, to 
prevent the committing of Thefts and Frauds 
by Persons navigating Butn-Boqjts, and other 
iJBoats, upon the River Thames. * • 

April 9. 

38. An Act to amend several Acts Yor re- 
gnlating*and securing the Collection of, the 
Duties on Paper, made in Ireland j and to 
make perpetual so nufbh of an Act made in 
the 45th of his present Majesty., at de- 
lates to Paper Hangings printed or stained itt 
Ireland. • ^ . 
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9g. An Act to rectify a Mistake in an Act t Acts as relates to the Regulations or Condi* 
(Bade in the last Session o{ Parliament, for ditions under which Coffee, Cocoa Nuts,.Su* 
'•stabling his Majesty to settle Annuities on gar, and Rice, (not being the Produce of the 
certain Branches oAhe Royal Family. East Indies), are allowed to be secured in 

April 25+ Warehouses, without Payment of Duty; and 

> 40. An Act to grant to his Majesty, until to authorize the Collectors and Comptrollers 
the 29th Day of September, 1803, *1 Duty of the Customs in his Majesty’s Colonies 
upon Malt made in Ireland, and upon Spi- and Plantations in America, and the West 
jrits made or distilled in Ireland, and to allow Indies, to admihister certain Oaths, 
certain drawbacks on the Exp rtation thereof. 40, An Ac^for permitting the Exportation • 

41. An Act to continue, until the 25th ofruflers Earth, Fulling Clay, and Tobacco 
Pay of March, 1808/and from thence until Pipe Clay, to any Place in Possession of hi* 
the End of the then next Session of Parlia- Majesty. 

inent, an Act, made in theM4th Year of his 50. An Act to repeal the several Duties 
present Majesty’s Reign, for appointing under the Care of the Commissioners for 
Commissioners to enquire into the Fees, managing the Stamp Duties in Ireland, and 
Gratuities, Perquisites, and Emoluments re to grant new and additional Duties in ]ieq 
cehred in several Public Offices in Ireland; thereof; and to amend the L§ws relating tot 
to examine into any Abuses which may exist the Stamp Duties in Ireland, 
in the same, and ipto* the Mode of receiving, 5 1 . An Act to extend the Provisions of aq 

collecting, issuing, and accounting for Public Act made in the last Session of Parliament, 
Jbfoney in Ireland. m /or abolishing Fees received by certain Ofh- 

42. An Act to continue for 21 Years, so ccrs and other persons employed in the * v er- 

inuchof certain Acts of the Parliament of \ice l of the Customs in the Port of London, 
Ireland, as relate to {he lighting, clejinmir, and for regulating the Attendance of Officers 
and watching of Cities and Towns, for the and others so employed, to the Out-Ports ; 
lighting, cleansing, and watching of which and to appiopriate the Fees of certain abo- 
no particular Piovisionjs made by any Act of Jished and vacant Offices in the Customs to 
parliament. the Superannuation Fund. 

43. An Act to declare, that the Provisions id. An Act for enabling his Majesty to 

of an Act made in the Parliament of Ireland grant the Palace f/ called the King’s House, 
in the 33d Ye^r of King Henry the Eighth, with the Appurtdiances, situate in|Green- 
r elating to Servant?* Wages, shall extend to wich Paik, in the County of Kent, to the 
all Counties of Cides and Counties* of Towns Commissioners for the Government of the 
fn Ireland. Royal Naval Asylum, and for enabling the 

44 . An Act to amend an Act made in the said Commissioners to appoint a Chaplain tq 
last Session of Parliament, foi regulating and officiate therein. 

providing for the Relief of the Poor and Jtbe 53. An Act to suspend for 12 Months so 
Management oi Infirmaries and Hospitals in much of an Act of the 2d Year of King 
Ireland. James the First, intituled. An Act concern- 

• 45. Aa^/kCt to continue an Att made in ing Tanners, Qurgers, Shoemakers, and 
the Paflrfament of Ireland, in the 3 1st Year other Artificers, occupying the cutting of 
qf the Reign of his late Majesty King George leather, as prohibits the regrating and in- 
the Second, for the beftet supply ing the Ci- grossing of Oaken Bark, 
ty of Dublin with Coals, and for the better 54. An Act for increasing the Rates of 
Encouragcvnent«of the Collieries of Ireland, subsistence to be paid to innkeepers and 
40. An Act for raising the Sum of others on quartering Soldiers. 

«£l ,500,000 by way of Annuities, for the 55. An Act for charging the Sum of 
Service ofjrelond. . ,£12,000,000, Part of the Loan of TweSve 

« 4 7. An Act to authorize the Payment of Millions two hundred thousand Pounds* 
Prize Money arising from Captuies made by raised for the Service of Great Britain ftr the 
Sbilfe of his Sicilian Majesty in conjunction Year 1807, upon the Dikies of Customs and 
with British Ships, to the Sicilian Envoy, for Excise, granted to his r Majesty during die 
the u|e of the Officers and Men of such continuance of the present War, and for cer- 
Sbips ; and also th£ Payment oi Money ari- tain Periods after the Ratification of a Defi- 
ning out of Proceeds of Priles or Captures* nitive Treaty of Peace; and for providing a 
made by any other Ships or Vessels belong- Sinking Fund for the Redemption of the 
ing tp Foreign States, in conjunction with Stocks or Funds thereby created, 
his Majesty's Shjps. < 56. An Act for the further regulating the 

« 48. An Act to lepeal so'much of certain | Office of Treasurer of bis Majesty's Navy. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, June 22, 180 7- 
This being the day appointed for th^ 
meeting of the New Parliament, the Lord 
Chancellor came to the house at two o'clock, 
and being seated on the woolsack, immedi- 
ately rose and said, “ My lords, I have to ac- 
quaint you, that his majesty, not thinking 
fit to attend in person this day, has been 
pleased to issue a commission under the gjjat 
seal, empowering certain commissioners, na- 
med therein, to qpen and hold this present 
parliamefltT* The lords commissioners then 
present, namely, the archbishop of Canter- 
bury, the lord chancellor, the earl of Ayles- 
ford, and lord Iiawkesbury, being robed, 
and having taken their seats in front of the 
throne, Mr. Quarme, the yeoman usher of 
the black rod, was deputed to order the at- 
tendance of the commons ; a number of 
whom forth wit (^appeared, preceded by the 
clerks of that house. — -The commission was 
then read, and the lord chancellor spoke as 
follows : — f< My lords, and* gentlemen of 
the house of commons j We have it in com- 
mand fromhis majesty, to let you kno\^ 
that his majesty will, as soon as the mem- 
bers of both houses^shall be sworn, declare 
tcyou tbe causes of his calling this paflia- 
ment ; and it being necessary that a Speak- 
er of the house of commons should be first 
chosen, it is his majesty's pleasure, that you, 
gentlemen of the •house of oommons, re- 
pair to the place where you are to sit, and 
there proceed to the choice qf some proper 
person to be your Speaker ; and that you. 
present such person here to-morrow, at 
*thre£ b* clock, for his majesty's royal appro- 


bation." — The commons having withdrawn, 
their lordships proceeded* to prayers ; after 
which, the severe* peers present took the 
usual oaths and their seats. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. # 

Monday ,* June 22. 

[Choice of a Speaker.] About two 
o’clock, the attendance of the commons, at 
the bar of the housfc of lords, was com- 
manded in a message by the black rod. 
About 200 members, who had been previ- 
ously sworn in by the lord steward of the 
household, according to gustom, in the Long 
Gallery, Went up immediately, and having 
received his majesty’s command, signified, 
by the lord chancellor, to elect a Speaker, 
returned, and shortly after proceeded to the 
exercise of that privilege in the usual form, 

jVfr. Yorke rose, and addressing himself to 
Mr. Ley, the senior clerk, saW, that the 
house was govv called upon to exercise^JffS 
of its most antient and valuable ^jyilegesj 
in electing, from among its members, a-pro- 
per person tef discharge the functions of its 
Speaker $ functions always important to the 
maintenance of order and decorum within 
its own walls, and the execution of which 
was at the same time most essential towards 
obtaining for the proceedings of the house, 
tfre respect and sanction of the Community 
abroad. Some apology was perhaps necessa- 
ry, for his presuming to offer himself to 
the house* on this occasion, which implied 
an assumption, that the person whom he 
should recommend as t[je most fit arrf pro- 
per, to discharge the arduous duties anne^d 
to the chaiP, should immediately appear to* 
the house to possess in a pits-eminent degree * 
2 Q m 2 • ^ 
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tba assemblage of great qualities which was 
requisite for the office. He was aware, that 
there* were many gentlemen in the house, 
who, by their abilities and conduct, atod the 
authority annexed to their-names and per* 
sons, were very capable of filling this im* 

S wtant station with dignity and advantage, 
ut there was something faither than mere 
personal qualifications which afforded not 
only a fair presumption, but even the assur* 
anceand full conviction, that the right hon. 
gent, he meant to propose was, even among 
the many other highly gifted persons whom 
he saw around him, the mfcst worthy to fill 
the chair of the house in these times of 
difficulty. In addressing the house on this 
occasion, he had, in addition to the satisfac- 
tion of discharging a high public duty, a 
pride and pleasure in bearing his personal 
testimony to .mer.it s' which he had long pri- 
vately known, and which, t the more he knew 
them, the more he esteemed and honoured, 
and the more he congratulated himself on 
his acquaintance with the person who pos- 
sessed them in so eminent a degree. He 
anticipated, therefore, with peculiar satis- 
faction the testimony that he knew would 
he unanimously boine/his day to every thing 
that he had said in behalf of his right hon. 
friend. It was a farther satisfaction to him, 
to think that the vote which the house would 
give on this qpcasion, would be distinct from 
all party prejudices and interests, f he preva- 
lence of which, m that house, was on e\ery 
occasion to be deplored , but the prevalence 
of which, at the present difficult and dange- 
rous crisis, was particularly to be depreca- 
ted, as it might perhaps be pregnant with 
the ruin o( these once flourishing, united, 
aqd happy countries. t He was satisfied that, 
•on the pKsent occasion at leatc, no party 
feelinff would find room among those he saw 
around him. This happ/un^mmity would 
enhance the pride and (Measure he felt on 
being permitted to address the house on this 
occasion ; * and* ho hailed the appi caching 
unanimous election of his right hon. friend 
tt> the chair, as an omen of the future con- 
cord whicji he hoped.to see prevail generally 
cn the house. It yas not necessary for hmi 
to descant on the qualifications requisite to 
fill the chair with propriety, as there were 
many gentlemen present who hafi repeated- 
ly Seen it filed in the most honourable man- 
Mk ♦ Ant, if he tfere called upon to give 
- mmtence of every thing thfot a Speaker of 
tipThouie of commons ought to be, though 
jKe Chtfr hid, within his memory, been fill- 
*edby mfcay pgtyons of vey high and distin- 
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guished merit, be should not hesitate to 
name the right hon. Charles Abbot. (a*ge* 
neral cry of hear ! hear !) If he possessed 
more eloquence, he cpuld With "pleasure 
dwell on the merits by which this right hoft. 
gent, was so •eminently distinguished and 
recommended 1 . He could dilate Upon the 
independence of his character, his accurate 
knowledge of, the laws of the country, his 
innate acquaintance with the foims and the 
practice of the house of commons, and his 
love of the constitution. But all praise must 
fall short of the merits which the house 
knew so well, and estimated so highly The 
services which Mr. Abbot had rendered as 
chairman of the committee of finance, and 
as chief secretary for Ireland, were, how- 
ever, so deeply impressed upon his mind, 
that he could not retrain himself from mi- 
king particular mention of them. As a 
member of the committee of finance he bad 
had particular opportunities ot observing 
the meritorious conduct of his right hon. 
friend as chairman of that committee ; and 
he had also particular reason to know, how 
much cause Ireland had to regret his being 
called from his high station in that country, 
to fill the chair of that house. Mr. Abbot 
was, in one word, in every sense, one of 
thffoest servants of the public $ and if e\ e- 
ry other servant of the public, at the pre- 
sent time, and in the tubes to/* me, per- 
formed his duty with the same fidelity, zeal, 
and diligence, the country would find in such 
sei vice, the most < fleet ua) means of extrica- 
ting itself from the difficulties with which 
it was now encompassed. He should tres- 
pass no farther on the house, but conclude 
with moving, That the right hon Charles 
Abbot, be called to the chair of that house. 

Mr. Bank** rose and adSfessed the house 
thus. — Sir, I never lose with more satisfac- 
tion to secondly motion than I now do 
that which has just been submitted to you> 
^because I am suie I am speaking the unani- 
mous sentiments of those I address, when 
I say, that I am persuaded nothing could 
conduce so much to the dignity of this 
bouse, and the general interests of flic 
country, as the placing such a person as Mr. 
Abbot in that chair, which he has alfeady 
.repeatedly filled with so t ttiucb honour. As 
I speak in the hearing ot many of those 
members who formerly sat in this house, it 
may be thought, that, as to them, it is totally 
unnecessary to enlarge > but there are now 
many amongst us who had not formerly ^ 
<eat here, and therefore I hope they will 
excuse me Jot telling them, that there it ns 
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person who has exercised himself in the 
dutids of that most important office, with 
more integrity, ability, candour, and fideli- 
ty, than the right, hon. gent, who has been 
nominated to their choice. He is a gentle- 
man, who, to the mfest diligent research, 
adds the most profound knowledge of man- 
kind, with great legal knowledge, extensive 
experience in history, and a gr$ at and accu- 
* rate understanding in constitutional and par- 
liamentary law. These 8re endowi!!enf% 
which qualify him most abundantly to under- 
take that arduous and difficult situation to 
which we recommend him. The easy access 
which he gave to all who had occasion to 
consult him, is fresh in the recollection of 
many whom 1 address. To them, tor, it 
is abundantly known, how usefully and ho- 
nourably he filled the chmr for several years. 
To myself it is a great gratification to feel, 
that in discharging what 1 conceive to be a 
great public duty, I am also obeying the call, 
of a long and uninterrupted friendship. He 
was, sir, amongst the first of my friends in 
this world, and it is a great pleasure and sa- 
tisfaction to me to find, in a great assembly 
of enlightened men, of great qualifications 
and parliamentary experience, that such a 
friend, whom 1 have known so long and so 
intimately, should be the person repeatedly 
deemed most fit to fill the situation of Speak- 
er amnnerg^qg. l*am sure lhat upon this be- 
casion, a9 upon former ones, those who 
know his abilities, perseverance, and integri- 
ty, will again deem him most tit to resume it, 
and that those who have not known him so 
sufficiently as to have experienced his qualifi- 
cations, will never have cause to regret their 
acquiescence in the opinion and choice of 
those who have. On these grounds I con- 
cur with my riglff hon. friend in every senti- 
ment he has uttered, and beg leave to con- 
clude with secoudiug the motion he has sub- 
mitted to your consideration. * 

Mr. CaUraJL— -Sir, 1 never rose with 
.more pleasure in this house, than I now 
feel in rising to express my concurrence in 
Ibis motion. I have witnessed, in common 
With many ‘others now present, the great 
talents, the industry, and becoming con- 
duct of that # nght hon. gent., whose charac- 
ter and qualifications are now the subjects 
of discussion. He has formerly filled that 
chair in such a manner, that 1 think I should 
Hot be doing justice to my owti feelings, it 1 
did pot say, that I do not know of any one* 
judivjdual so well qualified to fill that digni- 
.fied and honourable situation, as that right 
hon. gent. *in saying thus much of him I 
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may perhaps by some be thought to be go* 
ing too far with my eulogium, and 1 ac- 
knowledge they might think so with sevae de- 
gree of justice, were I to have formed this 
opinion merely upon the basis of those qua- 
lifications which have been touched upon by 
the mover and seconder of the motion, f 
do not mean to infer, that there may not be 
several men now present in this house, who, 
from their abilities, extensive knowledge, 
and experience, are perhaps equally ade- 
quate to the important and arduous task of 
filling that office : but, sir 4 under the pre* 
sent circumstance* in which that right hon. 
gent, stands, and in the present situation of 
affairs, 1 think there are other considerations 
and other qualities which ought to enter in- 
to our consideration. I am convinced, I 
say, from this more comprehensive view of 
the subject, that the hfluse could not make 
a more judicious choice thah in electing 
that gentleman. I^erfectly concur in every' 
thing that has been stated concerning frfm. 

I approve of the detail w hich thc^two horn 
gentlemen have given of his character. 
While 1 do this, however, I must also be al- 
lowed to state, that from such qualifications 
alone does not arise tjje governing motive of 
my acquiescence. What more immediately 
| tends to induce me to support this nomina* 

! lion, is that spirit of firmness and independ- 
ence, with which he has always executed 
the high trust committed to Sfm, and this, 
too, upon*every occasion, but* more partf- 
cul.irly upon a memorable one, the circum- 
stances of which are yet fresh in your recol- 
lection. The situation in which he was 
pimped was, indeed, singular ; but it was 
such as may occur again. I allude to a 
transaction which took place iifthis house* 
at a time evhen mahy who are nowTSf©* 
were not present 5 an occasion, when, upon 
a division taking* place, on the proposition 
of an hon? friend of mine (Mr. Whitbread)* 
the numbers of the members oo\otb sides 
of the ^uebtiou were equal Such was the 
predicament in which that right* hon. gent, 
was placed, when occupying that chair, to 
which we are now proposing, to recal him 
a.predicament, in which he had a remark%» 

^ ble opportunity of exerfising that firmness 
of mind which is so becoming in all situa- 
tions of )tfe, but particularly in that to 
Which he had been called by the unanimous 
concurrence of this house. He gave* as il 
were, a form end body to the wishes of' the- 
people, by Sonverting the propositions whidh* 
were then submitted to ns* into resolution* * 
of this house > 1 mean those resdlofctos* 1 
• ' • 
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*$i6b preceded the impeachment of lord in the private duties of the chair, he had ~ 
Melville. Sit, what induces mefmore par- more frequent opportunities than others to 
ticulqrly to allude to this fact is/ the circum- observe the punctuality of attendance/ and 
glance of .ray conviction, that this must be the zealous endeavours to forward the busi- 
au inquiring parliament, otherwise we shall ness that came before - him, by which the 
find that the people will be infinitely disap. right hon. gent, now proposed established 
pointed in the expectations they have formed the strongest tclaim tb the approbation and 
of those they have sent to it as their repre- confidence of* tne house- It was unneceasa- 
sentatives. Upon such grounds, therefore, ry to add any thing to what had already been 
1 think, that the high trust and responsabili- said) but he«could not abstain from advert- 
ty of a Speaker of this house cannot be de* iugjg one expression which had fallen from ’ 
legated into the hands of any man with *he right hon. mover. The right hon. gent, 
greater propriety, or with greater safety, expressed a wish, \hat all other discussions ' 
than into the hiufds of one; who has already might be equally free from party motives as 
executed that situation with firmness and- in- this. He could only say in answer, that if 
dependence. What he has already done, every proposition that should be introduced 
upon a former occasion, we surely have should be equally unexceptionable in its na« 
every reason to expect he would not hesitate ture, no party interest should traverse it, at 
to do upon a future occasion. The firmness, least so far as he was concern!*!. (An univer- 
se impartiality, the spirited and dignified sal cry of chair, chaif! Mr. Abbot, Mr. Abbot!) 
independence, which he has already shewn, Mr. Abbot then rose. He said, the pro- 
should certainly induce us to believe that he position which his right hon. friend had 
would act so again, should another similar submitted to the house as its first act, so far 
opportunity otter. This, therefore, is my as it concerned the magnitude of the duties 
governing principle for voting for the right annexed to the chair, received his fullest con- 
hon. gent. If his conduct upon that day curience. The history and practice of par- 
had been otherwise, I most unquestionably Jiament, at all periods, confirmed thatopi- 
Would have voted against him. I do not de- nion. But if it had been thus matter of 
ny, but, on the contrary, I admit, that he grave and solemn deliberation, at all periods, 
possesses all the qualifications which have into whose hands the high, important, diffi- 
been enumerated ; but I mean fairly and c TSC, and delicate duties of the chair should 
frankly to own, that this last one, which I be entrusted, a just sense of the difficulties 
have stated, «is with me the chief induce- of the times in which wfc r»vq -^difficulties 
xnent, the governing principle w/iich actu which might be expected to increase instead 
ates my vote in his favour. Lest it should of diminish, must make it matter of parti- 
be said that 1 am introducing party princi- culai ly serious consideration now. The par- 
pies, and* parry prejudices, 1 shall abstain tiality of his triends had ascribed to him 
from nuking any further observations ; but, a capacity for discharging those duties 
while I give my mont cordial assent to Vhe which, gratefully as lie acknowledged it as a 
motion no* before you, I cannot conclude mark ot iheir kindness, filled him with fear 
observing, that if everjhere was a when it led him to a comparison of the ar- 
$>arjianj£ht likely to create great warmth ot duous nature of tin*. task, *With his humble 
^discussion upon great poliijpal and parry to- ability to execute it. He had further only 
p’CSj it is the present .parliament, which to add, that if r the house, in the exercise of 
is now* fo^jthe first day, assembled. its first privilege, should think fit to call 

Mr. Iflfiiam* Smith gave bis hearty con- **»gain into its service tile-qualifications it had 
currence 1 6 the motion, and had great satis- experienced in him, they should be exerted 
faction in seeing recalled to the chair a gen- with the utmost zeal awl ability of which he 
tleman who had acquitted himself in such a was master. With this be submitted to the 
{iiauner irf the public hud private duties of the pleasure of the house* (An universal cry*of 
suffice, as to prove himself possessed of the chair! chair !)-— Mr. Abbot was then con- 
disposition as well as the most perfect ducted to the chair by the mover and second- 
flbiffiy to fill it in the most bqngficial man- £r ot die motion, and j*hen seated therein 
* The, discharge ot the public duties of for a short interval he again rose and ad- 
ilbe ofcair in die lym^e was a .matter that dressed the house thus biuce the house 
£ amenpder die observation t of every melb-. has been pleaded to place me again in this 
jbetr Hfcsbould, therefore, say nothing on chair, 1 desir? from this place to return you 
*£ll8* fcea4, tbotigh he believed there was tbe my humblest thanks, and most grateful aq- 
xmostwmple room for commendation > but, knowledgraents, lor dus additional proof of 

• ’ : 4 ‘ 
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your confidence and esteem. I have only period ; aid the respect which it wais proper- 
now again to assure you, that while 1 have iy entitled to command, was not in any 
the honour of occupying it, I will constantly the slightest degree diminished. All that 
labour to deserve a continuance of your could be wished now, was the continuance 
regard, by maintaining the dignity and au- of the conduct already experienced. The 
thority of this house unimjfeired, and by trial to which the Speaker was called was 
endeavouring to do so with fidelity and strict less unequal All that was neces&aiy to 
impartiality. • his honourable acquittal, was to persevere 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer availed in doing as he had done. Nothing could 
himself of the usage of the house, t(^&r be so gratifying, as to be called unanimously 
to the Speaker, not Jus*fcongratuiation^ to a station so arduous and so exalted, after 
but the unanimous contratulations of the so full a trial. The* silent assent of the 
house of commons, and the unanimous 1 house would have been pe^iape sufficient to 
congiatulations of the public The feelings > niaik its accordii% approbation. But, from 
of the friendship withiVwhich the Speaker | the expiess and declared concurrence of 
had long honoured lnm, were alone suffi- | persons, who weie not in other instances 
dent to make him rejoice to see him again , likely to agree, the most unequivocal sanction 
restored to actuation, which from every | of universal approbation was given. Thus, 
consideration, public an& private, must be 1 however, m the frequent changes of adml- 
as desirable to him as it was honourable, nistration that had lutSly f taken place, the 
But it was not so much from private conside- minds of men might differ* as to tjiose 
rations, as from a sense of the importance* who might be b*est qualified to bold the 
of the duties of the office, and of thcpecu- J rems of go vet nment in the country, there 
liar qualifications to discharge them,* that , was no doubt any where that thp chair of 
he exulted in the picsent appointment to that house could by yo oilier person be so 
the chair, to which the Speaker’s former I well filled as by its present holder. Con- 
conduct in it gave additional lustre. The I scious that he must fall infinitely short of 
proper object of congratulation, was, not | giving an adequate Ascription either of his 
the Speaker, but the house, whose good own feelings, or of those which the house 
fortune in providing so amply for ^Tie entertained upon the present occasion, 
respectability, aqd utility pf its presidency, he should conclude wdth moving, that this 
could nortJt^oo nighly estimated On the house do now adjourn — The question being 
first occasion on which the Speaker had been put fiom the chair, the house adjourned 
called to tffe chair, he had made the same accordingly, 
modest comparison between the duties of isljl 

the office and his sense of his own abilities house of lords. 

to discharge them. To compare his feelings Tuesday , June 23. 

on that occasion, and on the present, was a At three o’clock, the loids commissioners 
thing that could scarcely be abstained from, took their seats, and immediacy sent the 
TTie statement offered of the arduous usher of the blackrod to desire the attendance 
duties of the office, Hflld of the incapacity, of the hous* of commons, with thqjr SpeSE^ 
as the Speaker had been pleased to call it, er elect, in the house of peers, to present 
of the individual to perform them, was him for his n]ajAty*s approbation. — In a few 
then subject to the test of a severe criticism minutes, the comfhons, with Mr. Abbot at 
There was fiesh *in the memory of the their head, attended at the bar.*-Mr. Abbot 
house the conduct of a predecessor in the 1 then addressed the lords commissioners to 
chair, who in a time deeply marked with ] the following effect : — ■'* I have to acquaint 
the violence^ of party conflicts, had so con- your lordships, that in obedience to his 
ducted himself as to acquire the unanimous majesty’s commands, .and in. virtue of their 
appsobation«of men, who scarcely agreed ancient rights, his faithful commons ha\p 
in any thing else. Lord Sidmouth, the .proceeded to the election of a Speaker, and 
person to whom lui alluded, was supposed that their choice has once more fallen upon 
to have possessed every qiwlity which the me. Deeply penetratedr with the most 
idea of a perfect Speaker olf the house of heartfelt gratitude for this new mark of their 
commons comprehended, if was enough cdhfidence and good opinion, and in Humble 
to say, that on the comparison with lmn, compliance ^vlth their wish, I now present 
the present Speaker was not found in any myself at your bar, and Jiave humbly to* 
sense wanting. The dignity, authority, pray, that his majesty will graciously allow * 
.and utility of the character of the chair them tc*re-consider tfceir choice, and ft oleft 
jras as fully supported as at any former a wo/thi^r persofl. 
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The Lord Chancellor. — Mr. Abbot, the ty's approbation .^-The commons according- 
krdi appointed by bis majesty’* dbmmission, ly, with the Speaker at their head, tame* 
have it in command from hit majesty, to diately attended. On his return, 
signify, that his •majesty, fully persuaded The Speaker addressed the house as follows: 

of the wi&dom and prudence of his faithful — lhave to acquaint the house, that I have 
commons, is perfectly satisfied with the been in the house of lqjrds, where his majesty, 
choice they have made, and convinced of by his royal 9&mmi*sion, has been graciously 
your ample and tried sufficiency to execute pleased to approve and confirm the choice of 
all the duties of that office. We, therefore, this house, in *the election they have made 
by the authority of his majesty’s commission, of me, to be 4 th.eir Speaker 5 and that I there - 
do allow and confirm the choice they have Jesfcdaim, by humble petition to his majet- 
made of you as their Speaker. * r ty, for all our Shcktnt and undoubted rights, 

Mr. Abbot.— Wiy lords, I feel deeply in regard to the privileges of this house; and 
penetrated with'graiitude/or this fresh mark more especially, safety from arrest and all 
of his majesty’s grace and favour, which 1 molestation for the memhers of this house, 
receive with all due humility and resignation, and their sonants*; freedom of speech in 
It now becomes my duty, in the name and debate ; and that all oifr proceedings may 
in behalf of the commons to lav claim to all receive the most favouratye construction* 
their ancient and undoubted rights and pri- His majesty has tyeen pleased to concur in 
▼lieges, to which, by the usage of the con- granting to this house the whole of these pri- 
atitution of <parKament, they are entitled ; vileges, as fully, and in as ample a manner, as 
more especially that their persons, sen ants, ever wasdone by any of his roy al predecessors, 
and estates; be free from arrest and moles- And now, gentlemen, placed m this chair, 
fation; that they may enjoy liberty of speech by the fas our of the house, for the fourth 
in their f debates ; and have free access to time, I have to repeat my humble and heart- 
his majesty’s royal person, whenever occa> felt acknowledgements to you for the highest 
lion may require ; and that all their proceed- hpnour that any o i its members can possibly 
ings may receive from his majesty the most receive. In my endeavours to execute this 
favourable constructioh ; and that, "where any frust, 1 must entreat the continual assistance 
involuntary errors may seem to have been q^the house in support of its own honour 
incurred, the blame, I hope, will be wholly and authority, and tor maintaining order in 
imputed to myself. its proceedings y assurin&you, at the same 

The Lord Chancellor. — Mr Speaker, We time, that it is my determinShfflT to act, in 
have it in copunand from his majesty to say, all matters ot business, with the stiictest im- 
that his majesty allows and confirms to his partiality, and the utmost regularity and dis* 
faithful commons, all those immunities and patch. I have only now to remind the 
privilege? they claim, and that in as full and house, that the first thing to be dune, upon 
ample a manner as they have hitherto been the present occasien, is, for the members to 
granted and allowed by his majesty, or 9 by take the necessary and usual oaths of supre- 
any of hi? royal predecessors. As to any rnacy, abjuration, and qualification, as by 
1 ^p p te hension you may entertnin^of incurring law required. — The J^viawas accordingly 
•any enters, we are commanded to inform so occupied during &e remainder of the situ 
you, that his majesty sees po ground for any ing. 

such apprehensions ; ant] that«consequently, • ■— — — 

we may mpreover acquaint you, that any house of lords. 

thing coming from vou or his majesty’s faith- Wednesday, June 24, and Thursday, June 25. 
ful commons, will receive from his majesty On these days the lord chancellor took hii 
the most favourable interpretation.— The seat on the woolsack af three, and the clerk 
Commons then withdrew, and the comrois- continued to swear in the peenXili four. « 
•loners. retired to unvbbc. After which the —— 

tlerk proceeded to^swear in the Peers. * house of commons. « 

■ 1 gJ'V * Wednesday , June 74, anc^Thursday, June 25. 

house, of commons* • On these days the Speaker came to the 

Tuesday , June 23. house at one./ Several members present 

Tt£ House having assembled about tbjee took the oatjis, and made and subscribed 
o'clock, the yeoman usher ^f the black rod. the declaration, and took and subscribed the 
• appeared at the table to desirotheir atten- oath of Abjuration, according to the laws 
da pbe in thee House of peers, with their made for those purposes; and such tf ibfe 
speaker elect, to present him for his m ajes- said members as ate by lav required to de- 
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liver in to the clerk of this house, an ac- 
count of their Qualification, and to take 
afod subscribe the oath of Qualification, de- 
livered in such account, and took and sub- 
scribed the said oath accordingly* 


BOUSE OF LORt>£, 

Friday , June 26 
[The Lords CommissioArs' Speech.] 

. —This day at three o’clock, his grace the 
archbishop of Canterbury, the lord ehM^ 
cejlor, the earl of Aylesferdf^and earl Dart- 
mouth, being robed, took their seat9 on the 
bench in front of the thione, and Mr. 
Quarme, yeoman usher of the black rod, 
was then dispatched to Ader the attendance 
of the commons, tfho forthwith, with the 
Speaker at their head, appeared at the bar. 
Tne loyal confinission, authorising certain 
peers therein named, or any three or more 
of them, to open the parliament, was then 
read. Afjter which, the Lord Chancellor 
delivered the following speech to both 
houses : 

** My Lords and Qentlemen, 

** We have it in command from his ma- 
jesty to state to you, that having deemed it 
expedient to recur to the sense of his peo- 
ple, his majesty, in conformity to his de 
dared intention, has lost no time in causing 
the present parliztfnent to be assembled. — 
His majesty has ereat satisfaction in ac- 
quainting fMpVfilr, since the events which 
led to the dissolution of the last parliament, 
his majesty Has received, in numerous ad- 
dresses from his subjects, the warmest as- 
surances of their affectionate attachment to 
bis person and government, and of tlieir 
firm resolution to support him, in maintain- 
ing the just rights of his crown, and the 
true principles ofjj|ficonstitution ; and he 
commands us to expftiS his entire confi- 
dence that he shall experience in all your 
deliberations a determination*to afford him 
an equally loyal, zealous, and affectionate 
support, under all Che arduous circumstan- 
ces of the present time.— We are command- 
ed by his majesty to inform you, that his 
majesty’s endeavours have been most an- 
xiously employed for the purpose of draw- 
ing closer tha ties by which nis majesty is 
connected witxi the powers of the continent ; 
of assisting the efforthof those powers against 
the, ambition and oppressionlof France ; of 
forming such engagements as^ may ensure 
their continued co-operation ; and of esta- 
blishing that mutual coiifidcnce,aud concert 
so essential, under any course of events, to 
the restoration of a solid and permanent 

Voi. ix. •• 


peace in Europe.— It would have afforded ' 
his tnajestf the greatest pleatum to have 
been enabled to inform you, that th^me- 
dtation undertaken by hi# majesty; for the 
purpose of preserving peace between his 
majesty's ally, the emperor of Russia, and 
the Sublime Porte, had proved effectual for 
that important object j his majesty deeply 
regrets the failure of that mediation, ao 
companied as it was by the disappointment 
of the efforts of bis majesty’s squadron, in 
the sea of Marmora, and followed, as it 
has since been, by the losses which have 
been sustained by his gafymt troops ill 
Egypt. — His majesty could not but lament 
the extension of hostilities in any quarter^ 
which Should create a diversion in the war, 
so favourable to the views of France; but 
lamenting it, especially in the instance of a 
power with which his majesty has been so 
closely connected, and which «has been do 
recently indebted ior its protection against 
|*the incroachments of France, to* the signal 
and successful interposition of his majesty's 
arms. — His majesty has directed fis to ac- 
quaint you, that he has thought it right to 
adopt such measuies as might best enable 
him, in concert with the emperor of Russia, 
to take advantage of any favourable oppor- 
tunity of bringing the hostilities in which 
they are engaged against the Sublime Porte, 
to a conclusion, consistent with his majes- 
ty's honour, and the interests of Jus Ally.” 

" Gentjtm&n of the House of gammons, 

“ His majesty has ordered the estimates 
of the current year to be laid before you, 
and he relies on the tried loyalty and zeal of 
)iis faithful commons to make such provi- 
sion! for the public service, as well as for. 
the further application of the sums which » 
were granted # in the last parliament, as i BBy^ 
apraar to be necessary. — And his majesty, • 
bearing constantly # in mind the necessity of 
a careful and economical administration of 
the pecuniary resources of the cquntry, has 
^directed us to express his hopes, that you 
will proceed, without delhy,*m the pursuit 
of those inquiries, connected with the pub* 
lie economy, which engaged the gtt$mioa 
of the last parliament. • * • . 

• €€ My Lords and Gentlemen* • 

. “ His majesty commands us to state to 
you, that hg is deeply increased with the 
peculiar importance, at the present moment, 
of cherishing^ spirit of union and hangopy 
amSng his people : such a spirit will most* 
effectually promote the prosperity of (ho 
country at home, will give vigour and eft* 
cacy to its councils, and its arms abroad* 
aP • . • 




and can alone enable his majefttyi uncUr the taken place in the Sea of Marmora, and in 
bier»iMgof pro^ideuce, 10 carry on success Egypt, be did not wish to cast censure any 
fully the great contest m which he is en wheie until those documents were befote 
giged, aii finally to conduct it to that tei- the house, which could enable it to decide 
mutation which his majesty's moderation and with pioprietv He trusted, howe\er, that 
justice have ever led him to setk, a peace — in the mean Umc no Attempt would be made 
in which ♦ he honmr and interests of his to t hi ow the 'blame upon the officers employ* 
hi u> i mu oin be secure and in which Eu- ed on those services. The events were most 
r >p * an 1 the world may hope for indepen- unfortunate 9 but he trusted they would only 
deuce and repose * nujge an additional incentive to our galbut 

Ina *0 union* then withdrew, and thersolaiers andsatn^n, to efface their memo* 
lords adjourned for a shun tune to unrobe ry by splend.d victouesand brilliant achieve* 
Hivng 114am ■- assembled, his Majesty's meuts He trusted, also, that the measure 
Speech was lead by the lord chancel* since adopted would have the deviled effect, 
lor, and afterwards b\ the clerk at the table of inducing the perte to adopt those roca- 
IheEurlof Mayfield rose to move the sures which weie convstent with her real 


editress At a crisis like the present, he 
wished it had fallen to the lot of seme noble 
lord more able ang experienced than himself, 
to move an addiess to his majesty, lie felt 
himself incompetent jp, the la^k and hoped 
to meet with the indulgence of the house 
He did not come lot ward upon this octagon 
with afty pirty views, and whilst he disdain- 
ed to hi the semi* tool of any administia- 
fion, so, on the other hand, tic wa* equally 
inimical to a systematic opposition to the 
measures of government, whether those 
measures uere injurious or conducive to the 
public good Some parts, however, of Ins 
imjesty s spcec h hid struck his mind very 
forcibly, jipd upon those he would briefly 
deliver h»s opmion The ^11 cumsl lines 
which occurred if»p*cti»gthe proposed ton- 
cessions to th* Catholic's, and the diffei cnees 
which /m thit occasion took place between 
his majesty and his I tie ministers, rcudered 
it impossible (hat tho*e minuter* hould remain 
in dlfr'A* and rendered an appeal to the peo- 
mtflo absolute]) necessary. He rejoiced at the 
effect of that appeal, he rejViced that ad- 
dresves had poured in fioin every quarter of 
the country, t*\ meing tfie giost zealous aud 
steady loialty aud attachment to his majes- j 
fy*s government, ai.d tp the constitution qf , 
the country} and whilst lie regretted that , 
any of those addresses should convey a cen- 1 
sure upon imny eminent characters, he 
shouhi'havi still more regretted if no such ( 
address s had been presented Jt was great- 
ly to be lamented that a subject should have 
been agitated, v» Inch of all others was tips 
fW«t likely to inflame and 9 irritate men’s 
trends; he hoped that that irritation would 
mw be allayed ind that un'on and arocert 
would Invigorate the hadds # of government, 

1 fpod strengthen the country. In alluding to 
099 topic mentioned in his majesty's speech, 
namely, the « unfortunate events which had 


mtei ests Ihere w is another topic in his 
rnajestj’s speech to which he wished to ad* 
veit, although it 9 *as rather addressed to the 
house of commous than to their lordships, 
inasmuch as it formed an additional argu- 
ment for the addiess which he should move , 
he alluded to the wish e\ptessed by his ma* 
je*ty, that they should pioteed 111 those en- 
quiries lespecting the economy of the pub- 
lic money, which the) hid commenced in 
the last parliament This w is an additional 
incitement lor thtar lordships to express to 
his majesty their loyalty and attachment, 
■whilst it proved thaltlieie was not the slight- 
est wish ihit those inijumes should be diop- 
ped, which ha'd been by the dis- 

solution of | aiiiament It was his most ar- 
dent wish that upon such an occasion, en- 
gaged as we were m uai, carry ing on a con- 
test in which all the energies of the country 
w'err requited to be exerted, aud when, as 
in the present case, the speech from the 
throne was temperate and conciliatory, that 
there should be an unanimous vote. It that, 
however, in state of parties, 

and under the present differences of opinion, 
was not to expected, he trusted that they 
w'ould be at least unanimous in expressing 
their cordial, zealous) and loyal attachment 
to his majesty, whose mild and beuignant : 
government, and wjiose unerring discretion 
in the exercise of his royal prerogatives call- 
ed loudly for tbit tribute tt> his nuciferous 
\ irtues. His lordship concluded by mm ing 
an address to bis majesty, ifluch, aS» usual, 
was nearly an echo to lus majesty's speech 
— The proposed address having been read 
by the lord chancellor. 

Lord Rtila rose to second it. His lord- 
ship declared, that he catnc forward unin- 
fluenced by any party considerate?** t and 
solely from mottves ot loyalty and attachment 
to his majesty. He condemned the conduct 


/ • 
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late ministers towards his majesty, 1 confidence of the country ? they had alrea- * 


of the late ministers towards his majesty, 
and deprecated an attempt to embitter the 
latter days of their sovereign by exciting 
agitation, and the most irritable feelings 
throughout the country. He declined en- 
tering into any consideration of the unfor- 
tunate events in the Sea of Marmora and 
Egypt, the necessary documents not being 
before the house; he could not help, how- 
ever, deeply regretting that a§ch circum- 
stances should have occurred. He higyjd gn 
approved of that part of hp^OPjesty’s speech /]%v( 
which desired that the inquiries into the pub- 
lic expenditure should be resumed, and agreed 
with the noble earl, that it was an addition- 
al incitement for exprd^ng their attach- 
ment to his majestyr which he hoped would 
be expiessed unanimously. 

Euf Fortt'scifc rose for the purpose of 
moving an amendment, vtfften he considered 
the manner in which the last parliament 
was dissolved, and the speech which had 
been now put into the mouth of his majesty, 
his lordship said he could not avoid express- 
ing his greatest surprize at the concluct^of 
his majesty’s ministers. Tlie last pariia- 
liament, beyond any other, had teemed 
with measures of the greatest importance to 
the country, many of which were interrupt- 
ed by its sudden and abrupt dissolution — a 
dissolution which had also been productiv^ 
of the greitest inconvenience and distress to 
numerous MotMRs, from flie interruption 
given to a gieat number of private bills. It 
had been urgAl by the supporters of the pre- 
sent ministers, that this inconvenience 
might be easily remedied by taking up those 
bills at the stages where they were left ; but 
this operated to establish a principle preg- 
nant with the utmost danget to the country, 
and he did not beUeve that the noble and 
learned lord upon tne^vooUick would de- 
fend the principle of resorting upon such 
an occasion, to a suspension of their 
standing orders. He could 'not forget the 
solem 1 mockery With which the Scots 
Judges were ordered to attend at the bar of 
the house, wlieu it rgust be weH known to 
his^majesty’s minister* that the bar would 
be, as it was, "closed against them by the 
king’s commissioners coming to the home 
to prorogue tne parliament. Viewing all 
the circumstances loftier which the list par- 
liament wts dissolved, he cokid only consi- 
der that dissolution as a strong sand arbitrary 
measure-— a measure to which Ihose m ; nin- 
ters alone were entitled to resort who as- 
sessed the confidence of the country. What 
pretension* had the present ministers to the 


dybeen tried in the public balance and had 
been proved wanting They hid only ie- 
ceived the accession of a^entlemaiv Cer- 
tainly highly respectable, who lud quitted 
his own profession* to embark in politics, 
and who had since chiefly distinguished* 
himself by fulminating antthemas, not, only 
against Catholics, but against all descriptions 
of meeting-houses, nay, even agahist Syna- 
gogues ; in short, against every person who 
ou Id not sign the. test of the infallibility of 
the present administration. After the par- 
liament was dissolved the most Jacobim al 
means were resorteS to, to inti i me and irri- 
tate the country, aery of “ no popery” wa# 
set up, commencing with an address to |he 
electors of Northampton, hunting into open 
riot at Bristol and Liverpool, and extending* 
oyer the whole country the most ltntatmg 
and inflammatory influence. It was, in** 
deed, fortunate that # (he horrors which were 
witnessed in the mehopolis in the year 1~80» 
had not been revived; bur no exertions 
seemed to have been spared Co produce that 
irritation, which only fell short of the same 
horrible results. The noble earl who had 
moved, and tbe noble lord who had second- 
ed the address, had spoken much of their 
attachment to his mnje^ty. He did not 
mean to dispute their attachment ; but he 
trusted they would not claim a monopoly of 
loyalty and attachment to Ins majesty. He 
revered his sovereign as much as these noble 
lords could ao ; nor w aild he be Outdone m 
that affection and attachment which w ere 
due to his majesty’s public and private vir- 
tues. He could not, however, suffer himself 
to bctblinded by that attach nvmt into a ne- 
glect or compromise of the pr incites of the 
constitution ; and when he haw the*e prj n-^ 
ciples violatcd*by the conduct of thejtings 
ministers, he would endeavour to do his 
duty as a lord of parliament, by delivering 
those sentiments which, m his judgment, 
jhe occasion called for. It had •been said 
that numerous addresses had kin ni tested the 
sense of the people, but was it to be con- 
tended, that because addresses had been pro- 
cured from chapters and corporations, that 
therefore they spoke the sjrnse of tbcpeo* , 
pie. Considering the subject in these points 
fit view, and upon the grounds which he 
had stated, Mb felt it his dftty to move an 
amendment, which, if carried, it would 
them be for th£ consideration of the housJb as 
tft the manner in*vhich it should be jncuj> 
porated. The following amendment was % 
moved by his lordship : — fr That by * iufcg 
2 m ' 
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experience of his majesty's virtues, we well led to that dissolution, the question having 
mow it to be bis majesty's invariable wish, been so often argued. It was clear, however 
tbatUl his prerogatives should be exercised to his mind, that the late ministers placed 
aolely for the advantage of bis people, themselves in that situation which rendered 
That our dntiful attachment to his majesty's their continuance in office impossible, with- 
person and government, obliges us therefore out an anomaly in the constitution before 
most humbly to lay before him the manifest unheard of f namely, that of ministers re- 
misconduct of his ministers, in having ad- maining in with opinions directly hos- 
vised the dissolution of the late parliament, tile to those fif their sovereign. To dissolve 
In the midst of its first session, and within t|jyy>arli ament was his majesty's undoubted " 
* few months after his majesty had beeni prerogative, fntjdie exercise of which his 
plfcgied to assemble ft for the dispatch of the confidential advisers were responsible. This 
drgent business of the nation.— -That this principle was the same for whatever period 
measjre, advised by his Majesty's ministers, the parliament had sat, and no preference 
sft ii time when there existed no difference could be given in the argument with respect 
between any of the branches of the legisla- to a parliament which bnd sat five sessions 
tore, nor any sufficient cause for an appeal over one which had hat only two sessions, or 
to bis majesty's people, was justified by no to a parliament which had eat four sessions, 
public necessity or advantage. That by the over one which had sat only one session, 
irttfcrruptioq of* all private business then de- He meant only to apply this to thedissolu- 
ptnding in parliament,, it has been produc- tion of parliament resorted to by the late 
five of gteat and needless inconvenience and ministers. For the dissolution resorted to 
expense, thereby wantonly adding to the by the present ministers, there were urgent 
heavy burdens Which the necessities of the reasons of necessity. The friends of the 
timfes require. That it has retarded many late administration were sufficiently nume- 
ttseful laws for the internal improvement of rous in the other house to embarrass the 
the kingdom, and for the encouragement operations of government, although not 
ind extension of its agriculture, manufac- strong enough to bring themselves again in- 
fares, and commerce. And that it has to power. It, therefore, became necessary 
hither suspended or wholly defeated, many* >*o appeal to the people, and this was render- 
most important public measures, and pro- ed the more necessary by the irritation and 
tractcd mu^b of the most weighty business Sifference of Opinion wly ^ - Iia d been ex- 
of parliament, ft> a season of tpe year when cited by the uncalled-for agitation of a ques- 
in» prosecution must be attended with the ti on, calculated in au eminent degree to pro- 
greatest public and private inconvenience, duce all those effects. Where, however, 
And ttat we fed ourselves bound still fur- was the necessity for ihe dissolution resorted 
Iher to submit to his majesty, that all these to by the late ministers in October last ? the 
mischiefs are greatly aggravated by the country was at that time quiet, there was no 

J raundltyss and injurious pretences on which material difference of opinion upon any 
ifi majesty's ministers have publicly rested public topic, nothing in fact that could create 
their* evil advices/ pretence!! affording no the least necessitj^r^Missolution It bad 
' justification for the measure, but calculated been urged, that the rupture of the negocia- 
only to excite the mosf dangerous animosi- tion with France was a sufficient ground for 
ties among his majest/s faithful subjects, at the mcasur%. If this were so, then the 
a period fehen their united effects were moiy rupture of every negotiation in which the 
than ever nceessery for the seed! icy of the country had been engaged, would have been 
empire, and when to promote the utmost a sufficient ground for a similar measure ; 
harmony and co-operation amongst them this, however, had never before been pre- 
would Jiave been the first object of faithful tended. The arguments, therefore, df his 
and provident ^ninisters.”— — The amend- noble friend, went much more against the 
ment being read, dissolution resorted to by tits late odminis- 

Lprd Borintrdon said, he was sorry to find tration, than that to jvbich the present mi- 
himself compelled to differ from the nobfe nisters had tad recourse. It had been said, 
lord 'who had just sat down, aod for whom, that the cry/>f “ no popery" had been rais- 
‘ as*a friend, he Had the highest esteem* His ed by the present ministers, in order to raise 
4 nobfe friend had directed ft considerable per- a prejudice in their favour. He admitted 
tion; of his argument against the late disso- that such a* cry had existed in several places 
**liifien j)f parliament. He did not wish to amongst the people ; but, he denied that it 
go at lengthyinto the circumstances which had been raised by hi* majesty's ministers. 
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It were absurd to suppose that such a ridicu* 
louscry could have been set up by his ma- 
jesty's ministers, and the state of the elec- 
tions abundantly proved that it had not been. 
If ministers had wished to raise such a cry, 
surely it would haves been egsy to find per- 
sons who would have been ij*truraental to 
such a purpose in Yorkshire in Middlesex, 
and in other places. Hjs nqjblc friend had 
passed over in silence, the events whid^ad 
taken place before Constantinople affaTl^ 
Egypt. He did not wbffito discus3 now the 
unfortunate results of those expeditions ; but 
be could not help calling to the recollection 
of their lordships, tl»e*triumphant tone in 
which a noble lord (KinBaird) of considera- 
ble talents, whom he regretted was not now 
a member ofdthat house, spoke when a ru- 
mour reached this country, that the Tur- 
kish government had acceded to the term* 
proposed. That noble lord spoke of the 
Turkish empire being at the feet of Britain* 
and asked to whose wisdom and to whose 
policy we were indebted for so glorious an 
event ? He would now ask to whose wis- 
dom and to whose policy we were indebted 
for the unfortunate consequences of those 
expeditions ? He could not conceive any 
occasion on which unanimity was more de- 
sirable than the present, and in that h mac 
more peculiarly, where it had not been the 
racticcymm/^mendments to addressetf;for 
e found maHi! the course of 25 years there 
were only fcfiree instances, namely, in 180L, 
in 1/9*4, tind 1795, where amendments were 
moved. He thought that a period like the 
present was one, when they should least ofall 
deviate from the practice of the house, more 
peculiarly when the united energies of the 
country were required to combat an enemy, 
who had owed i# %jffi :e 9 ses more to the di- 
visions amongst opponents than to the 
skill or valour of hfc troops. 

Lord Holland said, he fell some difficul- 
ty upon the present occasion, not in answer- 
ing the arguments of noble lords on th% 
other side, but, after what he had heard, in 
doing it with that decorum which he owed 
fb their lonkhip9. If the arguments of the 
noble lord' who had just sat down, were to 
be adopted* as the rule of conduct in that 
house, then all freedom of debate was at an 
end, and their lorffships wauld have nothing 
to do but tore-echo every ^jeech which the 
ministers for the time being ahose to put in- 
to the mouth of his majesty. Such doc-" 
Irina# were the most daugerdus and uncon- 
stitutional he had ever beard. He objected 
also most strongly, to the introduction of 


the king's, name, and the king's opinions, 
into a debate in that house, its they had been 
upon this occasion. A. poble lord (Relic) 
had talked of embittering the latter days of 
his majesty. Gracious God ! my lords, is it 
to be endured, that debates in this house are 
to be thus attempted to be influenced ) if 
these opinions are to prevail, there is an end 
of the liberties of the people. What mag 
be the consequences? My noble friend 
(lord Grenville) may, on this principle, say, 
with respect to the expedition to Constan- 
tinople and to Egypt, that [t was the king's 
will ; that it \#as the king's opinion that 
such ah expedition should be sent. If 
such a principle is to be allowed, it is im- 
possible to say where it can stop, until it has , 
destroyed the privileges of this house and 
of parliament, and sapped and undermined 
the constitution itself. The noble lord has 
spoken of its being the* practice of this 
house not to movfc amendments to addresses. 
During the few years I have been in parlia- 
ment, it has been my misfortune 9 (as proba- 
bly the noble lord wogld call it) to be the 
greater part of that time in opposition; an d, 
if my memory does not greatly deceive me, 
there are several niorp instances of amend* 
metits being moved to addresses than those 
quoted by the noble lord. But in what 
way, my lords, can this argument of the 
noble lord operate against the constitutional' 
privilege of this house, to off?* those senti- 
ments to Ihe throne which we conceive to 
be called foi by our duty to our country } 
The noble lord, in speaking of dissolutions 
of parliament, has only stated that which 
wgs obvious, namely, that it is the king's 
undoubted prerogative to dissolve the parlia* 
ment, and that his ministers are responsible 
for the exercise of fliat prerogative, * Tfi^* 
noble lord then went on to argue as to there 
being no preference between dissolving par- 
liaments at different periods of their exist* 
ence ; but will it be contended for a moment 
that there is no difference .between dissol- 
ving a parliament that has sat five years, and, 
one w inch has sat only so many months ? 

If the principle is good for aqy thing, it go6» 
tp this, that a parliament ought *not to 
dissolved at all, but be 9 allowed to sit Us 
full seven years ; for the same arguments 
which the? noble lord has applied against 
the dissolution resorted to by the late 
ministers when the parliament had sflt four 
years, would* apply to a parliament that 
had sat six ^ears, and are decidedly qgakfit * 
the dissolution of the last parliament, whidh 
the nqble lord has nevertheless deftedft, 
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4ftet hearing the defence set op by the 
feoUe'fcrd for the late dissolution, I ate sm- 
fnrised when a noble secretary of state 
fiord Hawkesbur) f so elocnently declaimed 
gainst the dissolution of the preceding par- 
liament, that the noble lord did not then rise 
to answer his arguments. The noble lord 
has, however, had recourse to a sort of ar- 
gtimmlum ad hominem, in attacking the dis- 
aolution resorted toby the last ministers, but 
hit argument decidedly makes agaiust the 
point he intended to jyove. The noble lord 
elates, that at the time of that dissolution 
there was no irrifetion of the public mind. 
Ho material difference of opinion. Why, 
then, was not that the moment for an appeal 
to the people ? The noble lord then states, 
that at the time of the last dissolution there 
was great irritability and collision of opinion. 
Is it not then dear, »that that was a most im- 
. proper period for a dissolution of parlia- 
ment, when, instead of* a* cool and dispas- 
sionate appeal to the people, it could only 
he an appeal to their inflamed prejudices and 
'passions T But ray lords, is theie no difler- 
ence between dissolving parliament in the 
recess, and in the midst of a session > The 
opinion of one of the greatest men this 
country boasts, I meafh, lord Somers, was, 
that to dissolve parliament in the midst of 
a session, was, if not absolutely, at least al- 
most, illegal, and I will not allow tor a mo- 
ment that a prorogation for a day, followed 
by a dissolution, can make the* slightest dif- 
ference. It is a mere evasion. The noble 
lord having used an argumentum ad horni - 
nem, I may also be allowed the same kind 
r of argument, and I call upon the noble 
duke now at the head of liis majesty's coun- 
sels to tak^into his hand the speech now 
^ot*snto tlie mouth • of his piajesty, the 
•speech delivered from the throne in the year 
|? 84 , and the amendment then moved in 
the other house of. parliament, by Mr. 
JBurke, whycb had the entire concurrence 
of,tbe noble duke. II the noble dpke can 
devote his*attention to the subject, he will 
find those constitutional principles most ably 
ftnd eloquently enforced in that amendment, 
which .hare now beetl so flagrantly violated. 
*We were told innhe speech put into the 
mouth of the king on tliepruiogation of the 
last parliament, that that was tl*s most con- 
venient time tor putting a period to the bu- 
•toesg of parliament. It is impossible for 
jtfie tp apply that expression {p this assertion, 
ff the ministers which it deserves. Ihe 
mqst coovenienf time ! when business of the 
rUiuce was interrupted, when 


there was po appropriation of the public 
money ! And, my lords, I should wish^ to 
know whether the public money has nof 
1 been, in consequence, illegally appropriated. 
My lords, these measures tend to make this 
bouse a cypher in tl^p constitution. The 
great opulencq*which centers in this house 
contributes Iaigely to the supplies, and the 
only hold we hate upon them is the appro- 
pi ution act. Supplies are not now raided 
apart wmy formerly were 3 and the arguments 
which formerljPJtetfified resisting the sup- 
plies will not now justify them. Ministers 
have ihe supplies in their hands from the na- 
ture of the taxes 3 and if they can appropri- 
ate them, too, wirtfout coming to pailia- 
ment, what security hav6 we that parlia- 
ments will be assembled at all ? My lords, 
these daily growing infringements of the 
constitution demand our most serious and 
earnest attention. I, who think the influ- 
ence of the crown has increased, is increas- 
ing, and ought to be diminished, am a friend 
to frequent appeals to the people, but not 
by means of dissolutions. Let parliaments, 
instead of septeunial, be triennial, or I 
would not object to their being annual 3 
let there be stated earlier periods for a re- 
currence to the sense of the people ; but if 
jjgjhament is to lie threatened with dissolu- 
tion — and 1 maintain that the entrance of 
that misguided mpnarch, Charl es 1 . into the 
house of commons * was nSpPWre outra- 
geous violation of the constitution, than the 
threat used by a right lion, secretary of state, 
(Mr. Canning) in the late house of com- 
mons — then parliament becomes subjected 
to the will of the ciown, as many would 
then weigh in the balance a seat which they 
may instantly lose, and a seat lor six years, 
which will necessarilyhgg& an undue influ- 
ence upon votes. Tfl6 only objection I have 
to the late house of commons is, that they 
did not adopt# those strong and energetic 
measures which such a threat imperiously 
called for. — With respect to the eients 
which have happened in the Mediterranean 
and in Egypt, those with whom I had the 
honour to act, as well as myself, are anxiegis 
that every inquiry should be instituted which 
can tend to elucidate the circumstances 
which led to those events 3 but when 1 look 
<3t that pait of the speech from the throne 
which refers tMthese events, I cannot help 
observing thalffhe penman of this speech, in 
his eagerness to censuie the late miuisters, 
has put into his majesty's mouth a strong 

* See Cobbett'b Parliamentary History ot EhgUu*d# 
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condemnation of fals majesty’s government. 

I also find in the same speech a desire that 
onion and harmony may prevail. This re- 
commendation of ministers, under the cir- 
cumstances in which it is made, brings to 
my recollection a stoiy whicij is almost too 
ludicrous for this bouse but which is so ex- 
tremely applicable that 1 eaijnot refrain from 
relating it Two persons in another pait of 
• the united kingdom having been at a fair, 
where less of that aam^gient had titkNi 
place than frequently prevails at fairs in that 
country, were displeased on their return 
that there had not been enough of what they 
called " rowing 5 ” after consulting together 
a little, one of tjiem &id to the other, I 
will tell you a sure way of having a row, let 
us go back to the fair and preach up “ peace 
and good order.” The eoble lord has deni- 
ed that ministers have raised any cry of “ no 
popery,” but, my lords, look at the addicss 
of tli^ new chancellor of the exchequer tj 
the electors of Northampton ; look also at 
those newspapers which are understood to be 
in the interest of government. My loids, in 
one of these papers it was observed imme- 
diately after the prmogatiou of paihament, 
that it was hoped the cry of 4t no popery” 
which had issued fiom the throne would be 
re-echoed in every quarter of the couruv^ 
The noble lord has cast the ciy upon the 
shouldersjjTlJ^ieople ; but the people in 
general liavr^ooniuch good sense to be du- 
ped by suc^ a cry, and the ministers with 
all their efforts have failed in their experi- 
ment. Let me however, pay that tiibute 
to the right reverend prelates who *it in this 
house, to which they are entitled, tor that 
firmness and moderation, which, amidst the 
pry to which I have alluded, have uniformly 
marked their c<*pfcit£. There is another 

r irt of the speech, my lords, against w hich 
protest, as most unconstitutional. We are 
told that the Addresses to which my noble 
friend (earl Fortesque) alluded, qs addresses 
from chapters aud corporations, we are tolfi 
that these addresses have expressed the sense 
pt the people. THlts, after an appeal to the 
people, thanew parliament are to be told 
at the outset, we do not want you to express 
the* sense oi the people, it has been already 
expressed by chapters and corporations, and' 
riotous meetings. • My lords, J feel myself 
called upon by every motivl of public duty 
to support this amendment. We have 
heard this night of systematic opposition $• 
# bttt if ministers come into power upon un- 
'cotmitutional principles, it is childish and 
absurd to talk of any other opposition than 


-Tie ipmif fg$^ 

that of a? united body, tirmly acting upoft* < 
the principles of the constitution, and de- 
termined to resist by eyery constitutional 
means those who have no other title to power 
thfln faction and»intrigue. 

Lord Mulgrave observed, that the grrdt 
object of censure from the other side of the 
house, was the dissolution of parliament, 
the legality of which the noble lord (Hol- 
land) had questioned But this dissolution 
was not without good reasons ; reasons which, 
did not exist when the former dissolution 
in October last had taken jplace. Measures * 
of the greatest mfomenc, brought forward by 
the late ministers, had been passed by tbe 
parliament which was then dissolved, and 
these also incompatible, in some degree, 
with foimer measures agreed to by the same 
parliament. Ministers had not then tofear 
any very formidable opposition, nor any fac- 
t'ous Tavern Meetings, to edneert scheme* 
to obstruct the dpCrations of government ; 
yet they dissolved that parliament. But 1 
before the late dissolution it wa^ suspected 
that the noble lords on the other side, and 
their friends, would* not shew an eqtlal 
clcgiee of moderation, and as far as 
rience had jet gone, the suspicion appeared * 
to have been well-founded, and a dissolu- 
tion became advisable. What was the ground 
of 1 ho dissolution in October ? Was it the 
failure of the ncgociation > Disgraceful and 
iiditulous as,the conduct of diet negotiation 
had been Mu onghout, yet it was not perhaps 
so bad as people apprehended it was when 
they saw that the expedient of a dissolution 
was resorted to. The noble lord then pro- 
ceed to compare the dis&olution ol 1784 
with the late one. The dissolution of 1784 
wa« fqunded on the best i?asons 0 f any he 
had heard of, exceptnhe last. The dfcutii- " 
stances were, in a great measuie, similaf. 
The house of •ommons had then passed a * 
measure pregnant* with danger to the con- 
stitution, aud when the king inconsequence, 
thought proper to changp hjs ministers. The 
junction of parties, foimeily liotiile to each 
other, enabled them to ovei power the 
government. An appeal to # the people thea 
became necessary. Though m the late paj- 
liament the ministers hvfl a majority. yet (ne 
opposite party had a number sufficient to 
emharrass^he operations of gov emment. A 
dissolution therefore became advisable. The 
c^ses were nearly similar, with this excep- 
tion, however that they on the other aide « 
who approved of the dissolution of J 78 V 
censured the last. The cry of private in- % 
fluencj had then been set up, and the ndU# * 



PAfiX* DEBATER Join 25, 18 ty.—TAe L$rds CommM&m*' Spuck. [502 

the opposite side (Grenville) had con- had acted in the year 1/84 along with tha 
entered that cry as ridiculous then, though noble 'duke opposite (Portland). He called 
#Mft h|d now joined m it. But the noble upon the noble duke to reconcile bis presexft 
lord now acted with different persons, and conduct with what it had been at that period. 
** evil communications corrupt good man . Under the auspices of that noble duke he 
94 ners.” Then a dangerous measure %ad had drawn up an address to the king against 
toen passed by the commons, now an attack the dissolution?, and had assisted in carrying 
had been made on the personal conduct of the it to the foot of the throne. That address 
king. A great deal had been said about sett- stated that thfi dissolution of parliament 
sag up the cry of “ No Popery," but they merely at tlfe pleasure of every minister f 
themselves had set up that cry. The present .>roald be attended with the most dangerous 
ministry had nothing to do with it. The ''consequences }**0fc*t it was fitting that ttii- 
* noble lord then detailed the proceedings re- nisters should yield to parliaments, and not 
affecting what had been railed the Roman parliaments to them ; that ministers would. 
Catholic Measure, and contended that by that by holding threats of a dissolution over the 
the late ministers had raised the cry w.hich commons, afford them the strongest induce- 
they now wished to shift from themselves to ments to abandon the interests ot their con- 
the present ministers. A noble lord (Hoi- stituents, and that a mortal blow would thus 
land) said, that it wa9 an amoraaly in the be given to the popular branch of the consti- 
ddDstitution that the king could think at all. tution. How could the noble duke recon- 
JJow the late rrlinisters bad declared their rile his preseiit conduct with these sen- 
wishes to his majesty to captain their conduct, timenls ? The noble lord on the other side 
because they had seen a paragraph in a news- * (Mulgrave) had said, that he and his friends 
paper which they did not. like. By this had not set up the cry of “ no popeiy," and 
means they wished to lay the blame on his tha! the dissolution was the consequence 
majesty, but at the feme time they must, as of a personal attack pn the king. He 
faithful •counsellors, have ad\ ised him not to desired that the speech respecting the 
comply with their request, because it was an dissolution should be read (this was ac- 
•oomaly in the constitution, that he should cordingly read by the Clerk at the table), 
think at all. How could the noble lords He now appealed to the honour of the 
reconcile this contradiction ? He declared 1 liouse, to the English language, and to 
that he was unable to meet with such another common sense, whether the cry of no pope- 
attempt tearing blame directly upon the ry did not run through TJfWtflSble speech. 
Sovereign in the whole history of the coun- and whether, as appeared from that, tjie 
try. The noble ioi ds on the opposite side pretended danger to the ebufeb, and not 
also objected to the introduction of the allu- the explanation of ministers, was not the 
•toss to '’the failure in the sea of Marmora alledged cause of the dissolution ? The late 
end Egypt. But if we did meet with ministers had been grossly calumniated : 
reverses, were these to be passed ovfer in they had been accused of disrespect to their 
' silence r ‘If objects were undertaken with- sovereign, whom no man more deeply 
•^otiewieans, and if we were to, be baffled by revered than he did, ^nd of an attempt to 
• the wdake^t of enemies, were the-e things deceive him. Unflffr' ttfese circumstances, 

, to he suffered to pass oV£r like a mdrning they had requested permission to state the 
cloud } No, surely. r The speech stated facts as thej* really were, not for the pur- 
the facts, .and they were facts worthy of poses of discussion, but merely to bring 
notice. The noble lord conclude^, by de-t before pail i ament the frue state of the case, 
daring his warm concurrence in. the address, and to clear themselves from a most foul 
Loid Holland , in explanation, said, that and groundless caluniny. The noble lord 
what he h?d stated was, that the mention of said, that "they had abandoned a measure 
the failiflre* was evidently introduced as a which they* had stated to be indispensable 
^censure on the late government, and therefore to the security of Ireland, ^jut theirs was 
Igjlhsde his majesty censure his own acts. He surely some difference between what was 
" bad not deprecated but courted inquiry into* highly expedient and w^atwas essentially ne- 
tbe whole conduct of the late ministry, cessary. Thcpr had consented to give up the 
i||eahad only sail), that the present censure measure for the present, in deference to 
liras premature and inconsistent. * . the feelings of his majesty, being convinced. 
Tomb Erskine said, that tlw .observations however, of its expediency, and reserving 
of his noble friend (lord Holland) had called the liberty of submitting to the kiug, for 
U> kis recollection the part which he himself his decision, the same question, if it should 

f * 
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appear to them, at a future period, to be 
absolutely necessary. Fat could this pro- 
ceeding be the grpund for dissolving the 
parliament ? Were parliaments then to suf- 
fer for the conduct of rriinisters ? What 
had the late house of commons done that it 
should be dissolved? In 17*4, the house 
had passed a measure which was considered 
as obnoxious ; but w hat had t^e late house 
• of commons done ? It had certainly not 
passed the Catholic bill, though the mittis^J 
tOr> had proposed it. U^tSTwhat principle, [ 
then, was it charged with the acts of minis- 
ters ? The previous dissolution, in October, 
had taken place when .parliament was not 
sitting, a«.d when^no public business was 
interrupted. It was a material object to 
have greater unanimity in times of great 
danger and difficulty, a^d the dissolution 
answered that purpose. How. then, could 
the cases, he said, be parallel? Were par- 
liaments then to be dissolved, always, when- 
ever the king thought proper to change hi* 
ministers ? If this was the case, if # the 
threats ot secretaries of state were to be held 
out in terrorem, and il' parliaments were to 
suffer tor the conduct of ministers, it was 
much to be feared that the consequences to 
the constitution would be of the most alarm- 


tice in his court to put off the hearing of a 
common Cause, when the public mind way 
strongly agitated about the circumstapcex. 
How much more, then, tas it necessary to 
have allowed the .passions of the people to 
coot, before they should be called on to 
decide on a measure of this magnitude? 
There was a very marked distinction between 
the dissolution of 1784 and the last one. 
The last hou<*e of commons had done no npa 
act that could coll for it; it had not even ex-, 
picssed any bad opinion? of the present mi- 
nisters; except, indeed, itb having passed a 
resolution against granting Offices in rever- 
sion; or offices for life that had been usually 
held during pleasure, could be considered as 
such*. His noble fiiend (lord Holland) had 
told a ludicrous story about a method for 
having a row. He also recollected a story 
that was somewhat in point. A per < 01 ^ 
wishing to have a quairel caffie up to another 
I who was standing with his back to the fire 
*md feeling very comfortable, *and said, 
" You lie, sir;’* “ truly/* said the other* 
f< I did not speak." " No matter," said 
the quarrelling gentlerfian, you lie, sir." 
So the last parliament stood with its back to 
the fire; it did nothing offensive, and ytt it 
was dissolved. But if "parliaments were tQ 


thought that the crown, from the greatness 
of the expqydlyjr^ and the* consequent in- 
crease ot offices, had too much influence in 
the choosing^! the members, and that the 
constitution would be considered as degenera- 
ting fast into ah absolute monarchy. He 
dreaded lest the house of commons might be 
placed in a situation where the representa- 
tives would find the strongest temptations to 
abandon the cause of their constituents, and 
become little bettes*ii«ji.appendages to the 
ministers ot the crown. — The noble lord de- 
clared his firm conviction of the truth of 
Christianity, and of its berirghant and civi- 
lizing influence, although it had often been 
wreued, to the worst of purposes. Of the 
melancholy effects of stirring up religious 
tlamours, history alforded abundant in 
ataflces. Was it, then, amidst the preva- 
lence of a fanatical and unfounded cry, that 
parliament otght to have been dissolved ? 
Ought advantages to have been taken of the 
agitations produced ty an appeal to the worst 
and most violent passions or’ a misguided 
people ? He did not observe Vis noble and 
learned friend, the chief justice of the king‘s 
bench £lord Ellen borough) in his place. But 
it he were in the house, he would have ap- 
pealed to him*, .whether it was not the prac- 
. Vol. IX, 


ing nature He was afraid it would bpJJook with apprehension to ministers instead 
.1 . . ... .1 r .1 m * in i stcrs having a proper respect to par- 

liament, then the house of commons wa i 
destroyed, and # there wasjjn end^f the con- 
stitution. *If, when the pcopje were so 
much burthened with taxes which they 
cheerfully paid when convinced that *fhe 
public sendee required them, if in these cir- 
cun^tances they should be compelled to be- 
lieve that they had no security in their repre- 
sentatives, what would be the coiftequencea. 
Convinced tlyu they had no safegiiaid asprinst 
the exactions of ministers, no security for • 
the proper application of the revenue, they 
would begin ft) think that their burthens 
were heavier than the public service re- 
quired, and having no remedy for the grie- 
vance, they might be apt* to 1>ecoitiC despe- 
rate. This was the origin of revolutions, 
and was a state of things which ought to be 
carpful ly avoided. It was ridiculous aijd un- 
constitutional to set the addresses of corpo-* 
rations and meetings against the opinion of 
the house ofcmnmons, which was the pro- 
per organ to convey the sense of the people 
tp tjie crown* If these qjldresses were fa- 
vourable, then dh*y were held up as the’ • 
sense of the people; if unfavourable, they / 
were said to be seditious, dull trials for suca 1 
addresses might be recollected. If thf a 

2d . • 
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dresses were not favourable, then the grapes the dissolution of the last parliament was {If 
Were* sour, and they could not eat them advised, he perfectly agreed that this was 
He concluded’ by 6 declaring his assent to the the most proper occasion for them to express 
Amendment. • that opinion. He would go firtlier ; some* 

Earl Crosvator observed, that the king’s thing had be^n said diere, and a great deal 
speech, instead of being previously read at the out of doors# about the impropriety of giv- 
Cockpit as formerly, was now read at private ing notice, that a division would certainly 
meetings, so that noble lords could not be take place oi^tlie address. That clamotiF, he 
prepared, and therefore he thought it might had no hesitation to sav, was unfounded, 
net be improper to adjourn for twenty-lour jtf It had been ^ta ted that amendments were 
hours, in order to have time to consider the to be proposed in*certai» passages before the 
speech. He adverted to the conduct of the speech was fully determined on, and before 
ministers since r they c*mc into power, the precise nature of it could be known. 
Their first act was to have recourse to the that indeed would have been indecent. But 
assistance of lord Melville, notwithstanding having in contemplation such an amendment 
the resolutions on the Journals of the house of as this, they might safely say beforehand 
commons. But that and other things dwind- that a division would certainly take place, 
fed almost to nothing in comparison with because they might be assured that ministers 
the unconstitutional act of dissolving the would not censure their own act. He 
parliament. ' The present momentous crisis thought it due to the noble lords, therefore, 
required a firm, an Jtblfe, and an efficient to state the impression made on his mind by 
timiistry. ’ Whether the present ministers this circumstance. He again stated, that he 
came upder that 'description, parliament mo?t strongly felt the necessity of unanimity, 
must determine. But he thought they af- Their lordships were now in a different si- 
forded but an unfavourable specimen of tuatiou from what they were before, when 
their future conduct, by shrinking from the it was matter of complaint, that an abstract 
responsibility of having advised the disrnis- proposition was brought forward, the effect 
Sal of the late ministers. It was a constitu- of which, if assented to, w ould have been 
tional maxim, founded in wisdom, that th^^^ annul the prerogative of the king, in the 
king could do no wrong; for if he could, choice of his ministers. The fact of the ad - 
what scenes of bloodshed must ensue before vFce had been There assw^yL^nd censure 
he could be^ferought to do justice The par- was to proceed upon that. But the dissolu* 
Lament, he said, had done nothing that lion was an act of government, and the fact 
could leqtiire a dissolution. The reason al- of the advice was certain. The only ques- 
ledged for it was, the expediency of taking tion, therefore, was, whether it was blame- 
the sense of the people. That, he contend- able? He had before Htated his deep regret 
ed, was the late ministers, and instanced at the change of the ministry, and that re- 
the great ^county of York. His lordship gret he still retained; but that having been 
then adverted to the accusations against the unavoidable, he thought the dissolution, in 
late tfjinisttrs, for ‘opposing *the goverrl- the state of parties«*itrtfc! unavoidable also, 
ment. One would think, lie observed, on and tliercfoie warrantable and justifiable, 
bearing these, that this Was some despotic He could not, therefore, say with the 

f overmnent. The king had Vis prerogative, amendment, that the ministers were guilty 
ut the houses of lords and commons had I of manifest misconduct in this particular.— 
their prerogative also; and there seldom had] Much had been said about the agitations 
been an occasion on which it was more re- which had been produced in the country, 
quisite fbr them to exercise it than the pre- He trusted he need not state that he would 
sent, t , . join in no party cry, that had deception Snd 

c Eotd Sidmouth observed, that if lie had intolerance for its object. When he came 
Lopes before that unanimity would prevail into administration, in 1801 , binder eifreum- 
6 n this Occasion, he must now owm he was stances not dissimilar, die had raised no cry* 
' afraid he was disappointed. Btot he did feel about the clinch beinff to -danger. Partia- 
that unanimity was so important to Jhe in- ment was 119J dissolved till the year after, 
kfcjii&ts of the country in the 'present steuit- and not a ward was said about danger to the 
,$cm of affairs, that unless the address ex 2 chtreh. The fact was, that the late event* 
pressed opinions in which he could not con- « had peculiarly interested the fecling&of tjie 
icur, or contained unfounded accusations, he people. Jf the cry was raifced forthepuifu 
should fctel hinytelf bound in duty tp support pose of making a stalking horse of the dan? 

% i t. But if aoble lords VealJy thought that ger to the church,, it was undoubtedly cun- 



arable. But that had been disclaimed, and 
he hoped, that the negation was well-found- 
ed. • But much of the cry arose from an at- 
tachment to the established church, and an 
opinion that no further concessions ought to 
be made. Wherever that motive prevailed, 
be respected the cry, •and he jhought that it 
had afforded additional security to the esta- 
blished church, which, notwithstanding what 
a noble lord (Holland) had said, he thought 
* intimately connected with the constitution. 
■—There was no disiinctiqj^n principle" he^ 
said, between the dissolutions of April and 
October. As to the inconvenience to the pub- 
lic business, thesime thing had taken place 
in ,1784, and a->he had concurred in that, he 
Could not on this account* disapprove of the 
last dissolution. He hoped the present mi- 
nisters would establish their efficiency. The 
crisis w is momentous. • He hoped they 
would recollect that we were at war against 
the most formidable enemy that had ever 
threatened this country, the destruction of, 
which he was meditating, no less on the 
banks of the Vistula,* than if he wer® on 
the banks of the Seine. He hoped minis- 
ters were sensible of nur peril, that govern- 
ment was fully impressed with the danger, 
and had prepared measures to meet it. He 
would judge of them, not only by their mea- 
sures, but by the weight they would haws* 
both at home and abroad. If they were 
deficient in«uiijfi£'4* these essential requisites, 
they were unfit for the crisis, and ought not 
to continue in office. I le would do to them 
as he would w sh others to do by him. He 
would judge them by iheir conduct. His 
party was the country and his king, and he 
felt it his duty, under all the circumstances, 
to, resist the amendment. 

The Earl of Sc/kn k declared his concur- 
rence in the observations made by the noble 
viscount who had just sat down, and thought 
that the late dissolution of parliament could 
not be reprobated on any principle that 
would not equally apply to that of last year. 
The inconvenience arising from a dissolution 
must be balanced Ijy the strength of the 
reasons which required it. The noble and 
learned lord * (Erskine) in comparing the 
present case with that of 1734, had alleged 
that fheire was no ground for the late dissolu- 
tion, because the hojpe of commons had not,, 
in the late case, come to is'ae with the go- 
vernment on any particular question ; but a 
very large proportion of the hfluse had con- 
curred in the expression of principles sub- 
vmiv® of the constitutional prerogatives of 
the crown. Principles had been laid down 


and supported by very great numbers, which 
would reduce to an empty name the prero- * 
gativeof the king in choosing his own mi- 
nisters. It had been alleged, that an un- 
constitutional pledge had been demanded of 
ministers, and that, without inquiring who 
had really been the advisers, their successor! 
were to be held as responsive for that de- 
mand. The necessary consequence from 
this doctrine was, that no other ministty 
could possibly accept of office constitution- 
ally, which was as much as to say, that the 
king could not legally dismiss the minister! 
he actually had. -This was # a doctrine that # 
went to subvert ^he constitution, and dis- 
tinguished those who held it from all form- 
er oppositions. When a set of ministers had 
by their conduct proved themselves unfit 
for their situations, a systematic opposition 
was justifiable j but the doctrines that bad 
been maintained in the laU parliament would 
equally justify an opposition* against the 
best ministers as against the worst. When, 
sn great a proportion of the house maintain- 
ed so violent a* doctrine, he thought that 
even though they did npt absolutely amount 
to a majority, a case had occurred that fair- 
ly might justify an appeal to the people. 

But though he thus considered the dissolu- 
tion as justifiable, and should therefore vote 
gainst the amendment that had been propos- 
ed to the address, he could notexteud this to 
an approbation of government in the conduct 
of the election*, and parti c*darly # ta the cry of 
cc no popery ” that had been -encouraged, for 
though ministers now disclaimed it, yet cir- 
cumstances were such, that it seqmed im- 
possible for any reasonable and impartial 
mail to doubt with whom the cry had origi* 
nated ; and he thought that their^conduct in 
this respect deserved the reprobation of thq 
house and of # the counfry. • 9 

Tlie Earl of Rosslyn declared, that after * 
the manner in vfhieb all arguments, and 
every attempt at argument, had been already 
answered ; after the luminous speech which 
their loffri ships had heard ftom Jiis noble 
and learned friend (lord Erskine), it would 
be impossible for lnm to add any riling fur- 
ther noon the subjc ct The que .y .»n which was 
then under t heir lo.dships’iynsideratloir, how-* 
ever, was of such importance, that,* in justice 
to himself he was compelled to declare his 
sentiments, bnd not suffe r * the question to 
pass with only a silent vote from him. A 
noble viscouht (lord Sidmouth) foi rfboar 
be entertained tfie highest respect, had ob* * • 
served, that if it was justijjable to disrolv*',*^ 
one parliament at any period short of im * 
2 0 2 . • ^ 
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statutable deration, we might, by parity of ger. That was a cry which bad been raised 
reasoning, justify all dissolutions ofp«irlia- too generally out of doors. He did not Lma- 
bent? whatever t might be the extent gine that any noble lord would be bol<J 
df the parliament's existence at the enough to rise in his place as a peer of par- 
time when such an event •took place. But liament, and declare that he seriously 
^Jhe would ask that noble lord, and he would thought there pould berany danger to thees- 
ask the house, if there was not, exclusive of tablished church from aqy measure that had 
the, consideration of the length of time been proposed # immediately before the dis- 1 
which the parliament had been then act- solution, evep if it were carried into effect, 
ing, and the length of time which it But how absurd, how ridiculously prepos- 
was entitled, by regular course of law, /feroTis must it ^jjpear, to see that such at) 
still to act ; lie would ask if, exclusive alarm was endeavoured to l^e excited in ma- 
* of this consideration, there was not some ny parts of the country alter that measure 
xlifference to be discovered in the circura- was withdrawn ! It was a fact which still 
stances under which a parliament might be remained without a .disavowal on the part of 
dissolved ? He would ask, what interrupt his majesty’s ministers, apd vi Inch was open- 
tion the business of the public had met with ly and publicly declared by many of their 
duiingthe existence of the late parliament ? friends. At the same time^he had too high 
..And knowing, as he did, and as he was an opinion of their lordships’ liberality an4 
♦convinced manypf* their lord.fliips must also good sense to imagine, that any ope noble 
' have observed, that the public business lord in that house, whether a member of his 
•would, on. the one hand, have been mate- majesty’s government or not, ever once for 
rially forwarded, if parliament had been a moment believed, that at this day there was 
suffered to continue in the’ exercise of its any^anger to the church establishment to be 
functions, until, at least, the business of apprehended ip England. But there was still a 
^the session was at an end, he thought, circumstance, respecting which he should be! 
as, in fact, he thought w r as just in all glad to be informed ; he should be glad to 
cases where a parliament was dissnlv- know upon what ground it was stated in all 
ed in the middle of a session, that it the addresses to his majesty on this head, that- 
Was the duty of ministers to adduce sufli^ church and state were supposed to be 
cient argument, in the peculiar circutmhm- in the most imminent danger ? He was in- 
c es of the c^se, to justify themselves for ha- dticed to ask for this inftmjgijop from his 

• Virg advised the jxioption of *uch a precipi- observation that these addresses uniformly 
tatestep; it was the act of his majesty's go- came from places where ministers were 
wernment, and the onus lay entirely with known to have the greatest influence. In 
his majesty's servants. It had been said, fact, their zeal was so very eager in its pur- 
however, in effect, by a noble lord oppo- suit of addiesses, that it was officially ac- 
site, that parliament w as formerly dis^olv knowledged in one instance that it outran the 
ed upon nearly as bad ground as that upon fact; an address was foimally inserted in the 
whiph the dissolution of the late parliament London Gazette, from the College of the 

.took place. But he would a-»k* ai.y one of Holy and Undivided Tffnity, in the city of 
’their lordships if it was a sufficient jytstifi- Dublin, in support of this idle cry $ but,- 
ration of their conduct for any one set of was it a fact, that the members of that 
ministers to say to another : “ You. former L T niversity actually joined in that sense’ess 
]y adopted Such a measure which was bad, clamour ? No ; that learned body was too 
and therefore we are now entitled to take* enlightened and too liberal to indulge in such 
i another step, which is somewhat worse ?” a prejudice, as that with which they were 
Such an attempt at argument, he was con- attempted to be brahded ; and the sam$ 
fident, cpuUUhave no weight in such an en London Gazette, printed by the authority of 

• lightened assembly as that which he was government/ was afterwards obliged,.to con- 
then addressing. And he must declare fess that no such address had bdfcn presented! 

, most unequivocally, that in his .opinion no — Now that he spoke of public proceedings, 
one fair ground justification *had yet been he recollected/ and it vfks a fact which must 
given to parliament or to the country for the be known to^many of their lordships, that 
extriordin iry advice which *his majesty’s an advertisement w'as priutejjHn the public 
present ministers had given *o dissolve a par- papers, signed with the name of his majes- 
iiement that w%s faithful to the country, Joy- ty’s chancellhr of the exchequer, thusadding 
m\ to/ lie sovereign* and in the midst of trans- the weight and influence of office tothe au- 
^cting the moiy important business .But it thority which the learned getfit ’s own iWHtie 
bight be said, that the Church was in dan- brought with it. He did not yet know tha^ 
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this was contradicted, and while such a cry ever, tell the noble lord : the minister who 
was. suffered to be spread throughout the had framrti or sanctioned the addresses for 
country without contradiction from those that period, had been careful to conciliate 
in whose name they were circulated, the the good w ishes of parliament. In tRu in* 
pieyudicesof the people weie wantonly ex- stance, however, all attempts at conciliation 
Cited The people, many inst uices, took had bet v carefully avoided .The wording 
Ho time to i oiisider more tbfan if a cry of or composition of the speech, his lordship 
*• fj re> fare,’ was raised, 'though this observed, instead of being of a concihatoiy 
should be done at a time whRn there was no nature, was the very reverse As to the 
• danger, still the people, if tffey heard that spetch of the lords commissioners, not that of 
the cry was raised b\ those whose duty it was his majesty, for he could not consider it in 
to take care ot then intents might be ape any other view— it was, in his lordship's 
not to < oii 9 id ei or examine into the giound opinion, of a roost violent and aenmomous 
of the alarm, but betake themselves to any 1 nature Jt was ^ny thing* but conciliation, 
mean th it w is suggested to tnem as the most With regard to the dissolution of parliament, 
like.y to insure tlutr safety At the same time it was a measure which could not be too 
that these aianm V ere spre id without con- severely reprobated The king’s pi erogative 
tiadicuon, he could no lefrun from noti ought certainly to be freely exercised; but 
cing the duplicity of ^lucii his majesty’s the secret adv lsers of a measure, for which 
m msteis were gi ilty* whilsi the) thtm- | there was no nanonal. necessity, deserved 
selves appeared to be thus engaged in txti- j the severest censure Someof,the adherents 
ting animoyit} ami ngst his m jt siy’s sib- of the pi e«.ent ministers had expressed a belief 
jects, they put it into Ins majesty s m out if tint the dissolution would pass without much 
tint he recommended unanimity among all cm*ure , but J 119 lordship always remained 
cl isses and descriptions of Ins people. V ith fully persuaded, (hit it was impossible men 
the noble viscount (1< id S dmouth) h must should not be found who would shew their 
obseive, that of those men Ins expectations utter indignation, nay detestation, of such 
weit not equal tu his wishes, that they might an act , and that parliament was about to 
savt 1 he country at the present momentous declare its disapprobation of the unconstitu- 
ciisis He should tin ref ore support the tional measure Those who had no ground 
feme ndn tut justify the dilution, but wanted some 

The Karl ofBuchtigham^hi e maintained, pretext for expressing their sentiments m 
that the ’WTifflftJTt of "his 11 j sty’s present favour of the administration, occurred to the 
ministers w is stuctly just fa ble in having parallel ca*e df 1 he year T 784, lind therefor# 
recommencred the dissolution ot the late drew the conclusion, t ha* 'as ‘a dissolution 
parliament The can Iks would now see, I hid then taken place, a dissolution in the 
tint notwithstanding iluir cause v as sip year 1807 was also justifiable Such an ob- 
poitedbya powerful and respectable p*rty scivation was, however, erroneous m th© 
in this country, yet that the opinion ol extreme A dissolution might be justified 
their soveieign was against them, and that in the year ! 7b4, and yet not be^ustifiable m 
m that opinion he was supported by the ge- . the year 18^7 In uteinng to the chssolu- 
neral sentirm nts of (lie people tion of 1784, an insinuation had been ad» 

Lmd Grtnuhe said, hehad no doubt, that varfced against \ noble lelation of bis (the 
the luthors of the speech that day delivered marquis of Bnckipgjjnm), now absent fiom 
to then lordships wt re the am hor» 01 advisi is the house With regard to that noble mar- 
of the dissoh tion of parliament. It appt quis, lys conduct had alway s appeared to him 
ed, ihutht auihois of the speech had some so pure ajid unimpeac Hhblb, that he might 
ydt a of 6hi inking from responsibility, bec< use take it upon him to say, th it there was fa 0 
they had nqt only been guilty ot a vtolai >n act of his life, of which he third G ) as a 
of the ancient forms of the constitution, but relative and a man w ofild not be proud. Re- 
had that night remained silent on the sub- spectmg the dissolution* of the year 1 764, 
ject of their misconduct. A noble lord had % and that of I8O7, there was, as had already 
said, that on examining the Journals ot the b*en shew#, aveiy wide difference. The 
house, he had not been able to discover, in grounds f< 1 the fotnier dissolution arose from 
the course of 25 years, iritae than three a serious difference between the two Jiouses 
amendments to the address. But that noble, of parliament. It, ther&foie, became an in- 
lord had not explained the cause why so few | <Jispensible*measure Was there a similar 
"feme Admen is had been bi ought forward in reason now > No. Had there existed *ni 
the course of .that period. He would, how- 1 difference between the two houses, regard* 





ang the confidence in bis majesty’s present 
ministers? No. There was no idea en- 
tertained of withdrawing public confidence 
jrom (ministers. f fhe alarm was therefore 
founded. Was it not dangerous to ex- 
pose parliament to the contempt or derision 
jw the people, by a dissolution lor which 
there was no cause, whether considered as 
to manner or time ? Certainly. The 
Shore confidence the people reposed in par- 
liament, the greater became the respecta- 
Jhllity of parliament. One noble lord bad 
Spoken in favour of annual parliaments ; but 
inch a dissolution as that lately experienced 
<wa* even shorter than animal parliament^ 
Scarcely half of that period. He was a friend 
So rational liberty, but he was an enemy to 
ifvery measure which would tend to the in- 
troduction of anarchy or confusion. Animal 

C riiamentft might in the minds of some men 
.ve their attractions ; but he, for his part, 
was not friendly to such a system of repre- 
sentation. Annual parliaments would not 
inly be troublesome and burihcnsomc to the 
people, but by no means productive of the 
advantages which wer^ promised *Vom the 
Imaginations of some projectors. He deni- 
ed the truth of a noble lord’s hypothesis, 
that the dissolution of, 1 806 was no more 
justifiable than that of J8O7. If seriously 


by intelligent men, that abuser existed in 
the administration of justice there, which 
ought to be reformed. The bill to which 
he alluded, he proposed tp submit again to 
the consideration of their lordships in the 
course of a few days. ' I*et ministers then, 
take caTe of t^eir chapters, for he would 
do his duty. 'Among other gross inconve- 
niences which would arise from the dissolu- 
tion, was the wrious interruption or blow 
which the revenue of Ireland would receive. 
LThe bill for the management of that revenue 
-expired on the 5th of July. The revenue 
must either cease to be raised, or those con- 
cerned in its collection, must be guilty of a 
violation of the constitution Another cri- 
minal violation of law and the constitution 
arose from a certain act between America 
and this country being nchv about to expire : 
the duties, therefore, on shipments of goods 
from America to this* country, could not by 
law be collected. iSid ministers know that 
|<the act expired on the lit of July ? They 
ought not surely to plead ignorance, as a re- 
ference to the expiring acts on the journals 
of the house of commons would inform 
them of the serious fact. His lordship wish- 
ed to learn how tar ministers would be justi- 
fied in the collection of the revenue arising 
either from American goods, or in Ireland ? 


sooner select than that of any other for the 
dissolution, be would answer, that of the 
.year 1506, because^ be minds wf ^he people 
were not *11 a stare of fermentation from the 
agitation of any particular measure. From 
\ every vie^r of the dissolution of the year 
,}806> he had not only no cause to regret it, 
but was confident the act was approved * of 
universally.* With regard to the postpone- 
ynent^of the private business by the last dis- 
solution, ministers had been guilty of a gross 
breach of faith with Individuals. If axici- * 
ent forms be necessary i if the couduct of 
.parliament, why was the hitter taken by sur- 
prize ? Why supersede the conunon usa- 
ges of parliament ?• Jf forms or ushges. be 
outraged, there is not only an end at once 
* of parliament, bin an end of the responsi- 
bility of ipinisAers. Such wanton abuse of 
power not only called aloud for condemna- 
tion, but also for reform, IIU lordship,, 
.among the ' enumeration of several acts 
which bad severely suffered by* the inter- 
ruption in consequence of the dissolution 
M parliament, mentioned the measifre 
idi be had the honour of proposing (or 
r better administration of justice in SccfL- 
Jt Wheea universally acknowledged 


and gravely asked what period he \vouhM4t was not merely for refusing to pay 



ship money that Hampben sustained a trial', 
but to ascertain whether oi^NMit, he lived ii} 
a free country. If acts of revenue be al 7 
lowed to be suspended one month, why not 
six ? If six, why not twelve months ? 
Some might say, that they Jived in a free 
country, but they might with some propriety 
affirm, when referring to these outrages of 
the law, that it was not so. These are the 
chief grounds, said the noble lord, on which 
1 think that his majesty's ministers have been 
guilty of criminal misconduct. Has the 
outcry of “ Np Popery” auswered the putr 
pose of ministers ? It certainly has not, 
for those who were delifded have returned 
to their sober reason. Have ministers been 
guiltyof exciting these, outcries and preju- 
dices ? We have not as yet .heard any of 
them disclaim r tbe charge. Bui the peoptp 
have long ere now discovered .the imposition 
upon their credulity. Therefore bis lord- 
ship ironically washed to jeurn, bow his ma- 
jesty’s ministers meant to acquit or justify 
themselves on /fie occasion ? Had they ac- 
knowledged their faults or deceptions to their 
constituents ? f He wished to. know if the 
Chancellor of the University of Oxfond bad 
written to his constituents, the members of 

1 •« •' 
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the JJniversity, ackudfrledgag his mistake 
or delusion ih giving them a felse alarm ? 
H^d his majesty’s chancellor of the exche- 
quer writieii to his constituents of North- 
ampton, acknowledging his error ? Had 
he declared that all tlie hriud Wls of t€ No 
Popery,” 3rc. weie not sanctioned by his 
signature, but were forgeries \ Had lie as- 
sured his constituents, that no cause had ever 
existed for their fears and alarms ? Had the 


(tlie Duke of Cumberland) written to his 
constituents, acknowledging not only the 
forgery imposed upon him and the London 
Gazette, which hajl caus&l the strange erra* 
turn that some days ago appeared in that pa- 
per, but acknowledging also the delusion 
which had nearly frightened the members 
of that respectable University from their j 


communication from the throne implied n<j 
censure on the Conduct of his majesty^ latdf 
ministers j while, on the* contrary, diis ma- 
jesty’s present government was stigmatised 
by the amendment, which accused them of, 
manifest misconduct. He adverted to whsfC 
had been said respecting the difference 4df 
one or two words in the speech which weMr 
in fact clerical errors, and not originally it*# 
tended. No part of the speech called for £ 


Chancellor of the University of D ublin^ parliamentary approbation of the recent 


measure of di ssolu ti on . H e w as free to say* 
that k.was undoubtedly the right of that housed 
wffen they thought such proceedings 'went 
upon institutional grounds, to impute blame 
to those ministers who advised the aft of. 
dissolving parliament. But no question of 
that sort arose from the tenor of the speedy 
But on this head partieulaily the addresji . 


propriety ? — His lordship said lie had been | meant to arraign tlie conduct 4 of ministers, 
told that the Secretary of State had recei-j In the case of last*yc5ir, there was no reason 
ved an address conveying sentiments of a j whatever assigned for the measure of disso- 
very illiberal nature, saying that the c«tho- ■ Union; though it was the more Requisite, 
lies ought not to be trusted with arms. He i as the parliament before the last was dissolve 


hoped it was not true that such a dangerous 
address had been presented from any incur 
porated body whatever. Hfs lordship ex 


ed after a proclamation had been actually i 
sued for its meeting on a particular <jay for 
the dispatch of business. For the recent 


pressed his surprize how it could be possible , case, he only asked of the noble baron to 
for the noble viscount to mistake the ink^jyport it on the same principle he had 
port of that part of the speech. in which , supported the dissolution in 1 7 84. His lord* 
mention the expedition to Tufk- j ship then adverted to those measures of tlie 

ey ; and he would put it to any noble lord late minister?* which mdse imWdiately led 


whether he •belie ved that the person w ho 
framed the paragraph alluded to, did it 
merely for the purpose of detailing the 
facts, or whether they did not believe in 
their hearts it was done for the purpose of 
misrepresentation ? He was farfiom wish- 
ing to avoid inquiry and investigation. On 
the contrary, he wished ardently tor the arri 


to the change. And part ictflariy^ad verting 
.erial change. Tie observed,, if it 


to the ministerial 1 

were presumed that from the act of talcing 
office, tlie present had advised the dismissal 
of 4he late ministers, then the former were 
responsible ; but such a conclusion he was 
not disposed to admit. He concluded by 
tut wuuaijf, nc wisnvuiiiuumijr um lucmu* saying, that^the measflre ct the recent Tlisso^ 
val ofthe period when whisperscould be circu- luiiQiar was warranted by tlie necessity of the. 
culated with comparatively as little avail as case. # • 

garbled publications. He desired only, in The Earl of Lauderdale reprobated the 
justice to die characters of those naval and^ late dissolution additionally for* the critical’ 
military persons employed, that judgment time in*which it took place, which aggra- 
should be withheld until their details of the vated its irtjurious consequences. # His IokU, 
transactions were before them. In prose- ship took occasion to advert to the indignity * 
ctfting inquiry he would afford every assis- which had been offered to bis.royal highness 
tahee in his power. He wished that the tlie Prince of Wales, lin jjic proceedings 0 % 
^whdte subject might be brought under iuves- the Scots Peers election, when the annuncia- 
tigation without "rgseive, for he knew o£ lion of his proxies were not received in the 
none'that Was necessary. 1 customary respectful manner. Had he fbr- 

Lord Sidinauth rose' to explain. He «aid tuna’.ely been there, lie should have noticed 
that he hadTead over the paragraph alluded sueb a pointed omission \m a proper maftirera 
to by the noble*baron with the greatest care *he*added, th^it tisrespect could not be .shewn * 
and attention, and he did nof find one sen* tc^Sny one branch of the rogul family, with#.* 
tence which appeared, to convey blatne on out at the same time ^reflecting on the pu« 
the advisers of* that expedition. - t gust bead of* it. , p * • * 

• The Lord Chancellor persisted, that the I Lord Hawkesfatry defended what he h^d # 
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md in the last session against the dissolution 
tef 1806, which, he argued, was called for 
. by nonnecessity, n«r was there any assigned. 
In ' the present, ministers proceeded upon 

f eat and important grounds. He admitted 
was an extraordinary measure of the kind, 
and that it could be justified only by the spe- 
cial circumstances of the case, by the para- 
mount considerations which would crush all 
tile objections to it, and ministers were pre- 

g ired to justify it on their responsibility. 

e expatiated on the* primary duty of pre- 
serving the constitution of the country in 
church and state, as by a succession of* la*vs 
established. He adverted to a publication 
not long since by a Roman Catholic Hi Ire- 
land, (*>ir John Throckmorton) in Which, 
among other points which shewed tWviews 
and dispositions of a part, at least, of the 
Roman Cathq(ics#of that country, a propo- 
sition ' was broached of the propriety and 
justice of appointing Catholics and Protes- 
tants alternately to the Bishops’ sees in that 
Country. # Surely that was enough to induce 
the British government to pause, and se- 
riously reflect as to its conduct with respect 
to them. He had a favourable opinion of 
the Irish ; they were an open-hearted, libe- 
ral people, and had his majesty’s late mini- 
sters candidly stated to the Catholic part e<£ 
them at once, that beyond a certain point 
they could Dot concede, they would have 
been more ^teased and satisfied with it, than 
with the Htfe’of proceeding they h'ad thought 
proper io adopt. With respect to the con- 
duct of fcis majesty, with regard to that 
great question, if ever the public opinion in 
this country was clearly pronounced, it Was 
pronounced* upon that occasion. There 
were fsome political cgnsiderations with res- 
pect to the empire, which shoufd be immu- 
table, and not subject to variation as subor- 
dinate laws $ such were m religion and its 
constitution. 

The question was then put, and a division 
took place, wlfeu 'there appeared for the 
amendment — 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, June 2t>. 

At three o’clock Mr. Quarmc, yeofnan 
jsher of the black rod, appeared at the bar, 
jspd in the name of the lords authorised by 
virtue of his majesty’s commission, required 
:he> immediate attendance of the commons 
in the house of peers, to *he5T the commis- 
sion read. The Speaker, and nearly all the 
members present, attended. On their re- 
turn, the Speaker having informed the 
house, that the clerk had, according to cus- 
tom, prepared a bill to present clandestine 
outlawry, the same was read a first, and or- 
dered to be read a second time. The grand 
committees for religion, for courts of justice, 
and for trade, and the committee ot privi- 
leges were appointed. The customary re- 
solutions relative to the term of limitation 
for petitions c omplaining of undue returns* 
fend the standing orders of the bouse were 
read and agreed to. 

[The Lord Commissioners’ Speech.]— 
The Speaker then acquainted, the hou?v 
?9 that tbai house had been in the hotkse o( 
peers, where the lords authorised by hisima- 
16 Qi jesty’s commission had delivered a speech to 1 
both houses of parliktyrilfv, of which, to pre- 
vent mistakes, he had'qbtai^eda copy. (See 
p. 577)— A£\& the Speaf^f had read the 
speech. 

Lord NciOark rose and addressed the house! 
as follows In rising, sir, to move dn Adt 
dress of thanks to liis majesty for his most 




bte degree of solicitude 
and erohairtawment, from the apprehension 
of m/bot .being able to acquit myself* as I 
ought, in the arduous task I have underta- 
ken. 'Conscious as # I am, that I have but 
little pretensions to warrant fpe in such an 
presumption, as that of troubling this 
house with my sentiments, feel more pe- 
« culiarly the force of this difficulty, when I 
have to address you on a question, which 


miy probably occasion a very important andLKthe success of tj?e cogimon cause, next 
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interesting discussion. This consideration,' 
sir, would have prompted me to decline the 
honor I now have of. presenting myself to 
your notice, had 1 not been encouraged by 
the indulgence uniformly shewn by this 
house to every gentleman who has oflfered 
hirnsMf under similar cirgumstances. With 
this impression on my nitnd, I shall not, sir, 
presume to trespass long on tha patience of 
the house, while I beg leave to call its atten- 
tion to the leading points of his mai esty’g 
most gracious speech, and to requiyt its 
concurrence in the address of thanks I shall 
have the honour to move. It is unnecessary 
forme, sir, to enter at any length into the 
circumstances which led to the dissolution of 
the last parliament, as those circumstances 


utnwettau nttfjodffm of hit long 
eventful Ireign? While this, sir, is yet 
in our reCoUectioO, can this house width 
its tribute of gratitude ttfhim, fofhavlgt 
approved himsqjf as the watchful guarc 
of our constitutional right}, and as the 
ful and patriot sovereign of. a loyal and 
tionnte people ?-rHis majesty, having 
pressed to us his solicitude to cultivate an 
his Hlllas on the continent that mutual t 
understanding andd5nfidenc? so essential^ 



have repeatedly beem discussed in this house — o f the 

and are now become ibe subject of.public no- nimninUtration of them. > I am 

. . * _ _ i? 


foriety. I afp more disposed to wtoid 
« jay such discusskjfe, as it must necessarily 
it|w»lve|K)iiits on which I*am aware there is 
a greaWflifference of opinion. His majesty 
liss, itfhis wisdom, thought itexpedient to 
avail himself of the only constitutional mode 
of Collecting the sense of his people, by dis- 
late parliament, and by calliag 
h is now convened. Ry thig,, mea- 
tffif ' louse is now, becomd«e organ* of 
exprftping'%e and 1 trust 

we shall, if not by d^i&iJMcms vote this 
night, at least by jntjijority, 
|{ruve, not ouly attachment 

toms majesty VpertcSHHpgoverhment, butj 
also to those sound correlational principles, 
exnpessed, as they Tiavdteen, in the many 
lofal and dtfliful addresses presented at the 
foot of the throne. Tire country, sir, has, 
.Ifeydlhdaffcpfestion, shewn its determination 
tb support his majfrgy, in the exercise of the # 
rightful pren^MI^'^f the crown, and in* 
hlf dibits to •dWjWlTO’dvery unconstitution- 
al innovation. I advert sir, in sup- 

port of my argument, \o that recent instance 
qfhis|4triotUm, to that patefnal solicitude 
regard for the best interests of his Pro- 
subjects which has endeared him to 
• Voi.IX. 


n to his ineffectual attempt to mb* , 
n Russia and ^the Porte, aocHto ( 
t with the latter power, id wfrfcjk 1 
the necessary cause of involvkuk^ 
laments, as we have all to lament 
brt unate instances, the failure Of ' 
,nt efforts of his navy and army, a&T? 
the Toss of so many of his brave ahd valurop 
subjects. These reversed are I trust, jblit s 
partial and temporary ; and it would be In 
vain to hope for uninterrupted ?uccesg, in So 
extensive a scale of military operations, at 
that ia which we are engaged. His majesty 
next appeals to the loyalty and zeal of lpe / 
faithful commons, for their furnishing su£h 
farther supplies, as may be necessary for thb 
public service ; and expresses his conviction 
“ the necessity of a careful and economical * 


flawer my3elf, and moreover to believe, thfct 
the fame Jaujl&ble principle <U}} influence 
the concju$*of hU naaje-»ty*^onflijential ser- 
vants j and airf happy to Rear, that t^ose in- 
quiries into the public expenditure, which 
were persecuted in the last parliament, will ’ 
begeVtved in this. I shall now, sir, detain 
the house £0 longer with my observation*, 
tlianUvhile 1 make a remark on the conclu- 
sion if his majesty's speech. He calHTon os 
to qJpHsh among ourselJfcs a spirit of tinid j 
and harmony and when, 1 would ask, wit 
ever such a s&ggesti^n moi e seasonable, or * 
more impressive ? We have still an arduour 
c>nflict*to sustain, we haye to withstand and 
counteract the hostility of a powerful, inve- 
terate, and rancorous foe ; and have surety * 
need of all our united energies for the attain- 
ment of a secure an<\ honourable* peace. j 
shall conclude with moving , * ‘ That an humble 
'Address be presented to his majesty, hum- 
bly thanking his majesty* for the most gra- 
cious speech which tjie lords commissiouera 
hare read b f his majesty la command : Ito aft j 
•tunr his majesty our cordial thfimes for hav* * 
iqg, in conformity to his declared intention,. * 
caused the presenUparliament to be assent* * 
bled without loswf time, s^toi having Heiftk 
U v * 2 



&spt, at 'so important $ rqopoent, 

■ to foe sens# of h,is people : to ex- 
afour sincere satisfaction at Hearing that, 
-b'tbe events ,which led to the dissolution 
the last parliwment # hh majesty has re- 
ived, in Addresses from his sub- 

jects, the warmest assurances of their affec- 
tionate attachment to his person and govern- 
and of their firm resolution to support 
ISp? it) maintaining «the just rights of his 
rowo, and the true principles of the consliy 
jrtfcrtii and to assufe hii* majesty that' wf| 
11 be disposed to afford him o^fiNmo^ zea- 
i and affectionate support 
uous circumstances of the 
impress to his majesty our’ 
^^dedgements of his majesty’s w| 
biess, in having most anxiously 
l his endeavours for the purpose of drawing 
" ^ the by which his majesty is con- 
d with the powers pf the continent, of 
ling the efforts of those powers, agaihit-j 
ambition and oppression of France, of 
‘|bm>ing Such engagements ' as may ensure' 
^t^oir continued co operation, and of esta- 
blishing t:iat mutual confidence and concert 
10 essential, under any cour&e of evenis, to 
^he restoration of a. solid and permanent 
peace in Europe : to assure his majesty, that 
« would have afforded us the greatest plrc; 
Spire to have heard that the mediation under- 
taken by hi* majesty for the .purpose of pre- 
serving p^de^betVeen his tm)pf*y’? ajly the 
plerof^ of Rifc^ia and the Su'ofeaie Porte, 

!• proved effectual to fjiat important ob* 
:: and to concur with his majesty in 
jfeeply regretting the failure qf thtff media- 
tion, accompanied os it ’was by the $sap, 
point men t« of the efforts of Iti* 

B hadron in the sea of Marmoya, and jottow- 
, as it has since -been by the iewserf which 
kave been sustained by his gallant trqfovs Ip 
" ypr ; tq assure his iuajesty , \ hat wt* should, 
^ A lamented tftie extrusion of hostilities ip 
quarter which should create a diversion i 
In me -war 60* favourable to tl|e Views of 
France s’ butjh at we kraoft U especially in 
ibe instance of a {lower 4 with which his 
idajes^yhas been eoyctosely connected, and 
’phict} has beep &o recently indebted for* its 
protection against the enqrpachtp^nts of 
Trance to the signal and su&ce*dful Ipljfrpo- 
i tioh of His majesty's arntoj and "that we 
ttr* with satisfaction, that*liyi majesty has 
Ought flW&ght to adopt sgch nicasufteV^ 
dght best enable him, iu concert witlVthe 
ajiererWRusfla, to'ttke advantage of Imy 
' temp Opportunity ^bringing the hos- 
m tfhictrtbey arc purged against the 



with 
Iff Ills 
■flitbfol 


Sublime Fohe toal 
his majesty’s honour,^ 
ally : to assure his foa, f 
commons #ill cheeriufy 

for the 

further application of the suiiiif which wen 
granted in tllte last pailiament, as may apjttjfo 
to be necessary: that we are deeply seitpPb 
of his majesty s paternal goodness, iu tSdtt- 
stantly bearing in mind the necessity of & 
careful and economical administration of the 
pecuniaiy resources of the country $ and 
that he may rely upon our proceeding, with- 
out delay, in the pursuit of those enquiries 
connected with the* public economy, which 
engaged the attention of the last parliament : 
ttSgiSire his majesty, that we are deeply im- 
•'JfjSroe d with the peculiar importance at fob 
pr^shnt moment of cherishing a spirit of 
onion and harmony amongst his people, sa- 
tisfied as we are that such a spiiit will most 
effectually promote the prosperity of the 
country at horned will give vigoui and effica-, 
cy \o its councils and its arms abroad, and 
can' alone enable his majesty, under the bles- 
sing of Providence, to carry on successfully 
the great co itest in which he is engaged, or 
finally to conduct it fo that termination which 
his majesty's moderation and justice have 
ever led him to seek-*a peace in which fob 
hprjourabd interests of his kingdom can Bp 
secure, and in which &uhp#and tbtf wolftl 
fliay hope for independence and rew&Blfr^ * 
Mr, Halt seconded the motion ra^a^id- 
dress, though the noble lord had affljqpatcd 
him points, he would shortly submit 

to, the house the considerations which in- 
duced him to do .so Parliametjt 
assembled at an important Crisis^ 


try look 
suit of*th 
upon to 
sequence 
went to 
ertionu ot the 
augment 
were also called 
qf the dim ik ss 



anxie 
Th e| 

‘the mine# con- 
dom and iudg- 
direction to IffljHflk'- 
ill as tp st cuwfpq 
lorral rights. flThey 
hoto express their settse 
i which, under perjlidr 
difficulties, his majesty Hhd asserted tlja just 
lights of the constitution, and^/hos^gsti- 
bl i sh incuts which weretbe Foundation 
our civil and jreligidiijm^ties. The 
rogatiye which rtceutly Wk* 

dicised, was^pne important that 

belonged to (he dffl^^'lnd the propriety 
of its exercise coulS^oi estimated inly by 4 
deliberate consideration’ lof the necCAslijf' ** 
which it was demanded. ‘IJnder a fluefi 
of political* and religious c^sidemtkttS%'^nit 


tit! 

h? 9 council^ 
measures 
lacing 
wd,tu anot] 
, “ 1 ' “ no coi 


d&ppeHed firmly to com? j «m©ther rtf b$0hljjk*b* Catob^ffej* 
%a4 but lately called to Finance j Ha ttwjwtys -speech p 


Jto, oppose bis veto to the 
I they were desirous of intro- 
* i was not all 5 it had been 
>iace, # that the king could 
science, but whtj was in the 
Ijng of his confidential ministers. What 
.—Jrirous conclusion was 'tolap drawn from 
4»is extraordinary assertion ! The voice of 
the people hail been sufficiently expressed by 



that they were as ruuoh mWfe&ted in 
continuance of that comrflitteb, "as M*fe|£ 
tleov-n opposite. # So fAt'faM wishing to? 
smother it, they advised fcfpmrfjesty x 
plaud the institution oMt-w the* last 
liament, and to recommend mat it shotd 
renewed by^tjfcfe present. Under all 
circumstances, he was not sanguintH 
to expect that this address would be uri 


the general concurrence, which dictated ad- iraously acceded to, but^he called on the 

J . . t • L.t.. f. Hnff JPiku hnSllArl I 


dresses to his qiajfesty fiom every part #f the 
kingdom. The measure proposed by the 
tag administration Was uncalled for, and uq 
wile. Uncalled for, because it had bepn 
lately discussed, ao 3 rejected by a large - 

C ity of parliament j unwise, been]* 
de<t to raise hopes whjch could 
realized. The refusal of his majesty Id Sit?*- 
cede to this measure prevented the gradittrl 
abolition of those land-hiarks in, tb£ consti- 
tution, which were necessary tp 4 its exists 
fence. In this country there rtnft be axel*- 
gious distinction, and the catboiics must be 
contented with the jahare of political power 
which triey now eiqoyed; and, therefore, 
by the measure ^whkh 'they ^ proposed, the 

the 


piemen oup^im^ho bad* quilted the , 
^S&2g&**** tkeneHuation °f the ( 
ople Were duly sehsfttedfy 
e cause itf which the cdiT 
r jj'ed) and he had no doubt" 
tc m ^ cheerfully submit to the<sacrific 
fhat whttld be necessary for the prosecute 
of it. Re trusted tbei» efforts might 
effectually directed to secufe fMS^'advatibn 
wJbicb we already* possessed; djiH to.dnal 
Us* successfully to oppose that syttem ofd 
Jjresslon which threatened the downfall 
eveiy independent stale in Eufope? In fh| 
object all parties werfc equally interest 
Our country was at stake ; and he trusts 
that but one opinion ^ould exist with regplA' 
to the e\ei turns nccesfary for its defepefc.^^ 


late minister* tfosfc the'coufidbnce of . 

king* and as it immediately appeared; forfeit-J The Speaker having read the Address, 
fed the approbation of the home. His majes- J ^fjariSomtk declared .^tliat before he 

A- ii. j ,!* L. I ♦ ko rrontl anrton mriMAc! fo enm* 


> had iiuee hacUfecnbrse to the abilitiewtof 

tr ■ J ' ‘ " 

TooMpTbut 

other ministers ; th*tmafa who, 
fef* by which he wat 1 
ipness in proportion m the exigep- 
Ftimes, anc) left *hat constfeuttori 
loved and protected, unimpaired 



_ qprtefc of the gentlemen opposite, some ( 

Who had w tntij ^|l y connectld ^jpg^pa oftbeif opinion, fix to tta sitnatfo 
* ' b * 8 * " 7 at home ajrd abroad, Ana 

explanatioirof tho^-whafr 
shouldf he cafil them 5 charges and insip&p 
tionxjJ there Were in His Majesty’s Spefeo*,* 
■'“ ^ai Well as ip the speeches of the genL 
ip Opposite, jand' particularly of thplas^ 
fa extraordinary, that even in 
f thq debate, he could not defef c^lfc 
Li attention of the ft&use to them, 


les of eil 
I' those 
banners, the co 
jtion. Tl 
ilo thegenei 
^hat theymigl 
egjgmy as possessing 
bra via nation, and to ¥i 



doineBtic' 
under his 
look ibr 
majesty to 
people, in dr- 
[emselves th the?f 
:onfidence of a 
ies of Great Bfi 


pravja ns 

4 taff^as ready to aflbrd them l he necessary 
auppih. By the promptitude of {heir mea- 
>|ure^ tht^jlad already lh ewn themselves 


jjequate to the 
ngaged, 

gi 

r ^leadto 


r^J^nteat? 

Ithr^serted, 



^whldi they had been 
uro^nloncj could* 


'negotiation which 
tern^nation of the 
otwithstandidg all 
dissolution of the last 
ijtlanffent had been attributed to the ear- 
^^i^efthis majesty’s to 



itt(Tmg the justice, which his majesty 
late ministers liad a ight to claim, namely, 
that If those passages were meant as ebd?g*ii* 
they should be fetrlj+brogglu forward ; that 
if as intimations, they should be ihade qlegr# 
The noble lord by whom the v address was 
proposed, and 4he bon. gent* by WSpm it 
was seconded, had excluded their speeches 
in *the same way in wfiifch his majesty’s 
tpeqch cc»3 eluded— and here, once for alb 
he Mggrf t<5 be considered as deeming his 
maj«ty‘s speech the speech of the ministi — 
by#|vhom ( is was advised, and who r “ 
rdspOnsille for its contents $ 
hd&ever severe the^xprqfSioos Which]^j 
nnght find it^hi^uty to use on tbieji 
ject, be, trusted 4iey would jiojt be T 
2 *R % • 



any thhig derogalofy ;|^0tn that 
which, as a feithfuL sfiftpet of the 




»| # v«»if whicb aS'YQteessing a perfect con- 
IBSnce In his virtues, he was always ready to 
ply; But, the nojj^elord and the lion, second- 
jp; had concludejimhyir speeches a? his nwjes- 
speech 4 con 2 u 3 ed, by calling for unani- 
mity. In one point alone he feared that he 
^tnd agree with them. He agreed with 
that there neve^ was a more awful 
tit# tjse country was never in greater 
Aiijger j and that there neVer was a greater^ 
Pi.fbf unanimity and co-operation, if uoa- 
gttpiiy and co >operatidn c6uld be 
Kfeoat .'the 'time when they *^k|%fsr v 
&9fnantmity, they followed closely t 

the speech, or rather of the miimSply^ 
W&Otp th^l speech was advised. Wl$e lh^ 
yrqrd' unanimity was. on their lips, they 
produced ? <Opics, c which must necessa- 
ry produce^ division. r They had called 
'Ihe attention, of the house to the late dissolu- 
of parliament, and both had contended,; 
ihat the power of dissolving ’parliamen* was ; 
itn indisputable prerogative of the crown, 
given for the advantage of the subjects j hut 
either of these gentlemen had stated that 
this, like every other* prerogative, was sub- 
ject in its exercise to be considered Yy par- 
liament. The noble lord had comment* 
jjSy saying, that he would not allude to the 
Circumstance that led to th^k^e dissolution 
of parliament: but in the p^re.ss of hi* 
speech he-fergob^h is determ inartea^ he had 
"stated^ that the measures which produced 
the dissolution had imperiously cglledaon his 
Majesty to step forward u^deFeuce >of t h e 
Protestant establishment. , 3 f 3 ie hon. sea^nd- 
er* had gon3 more at length info this airt bf 
the gpbject. According to him, not the in- 
troduction alone^of the measure, whi/h had 
wen alluded to, but its introduction an&suh- 
sequent abandonment^ had necessarily de- 
manded the exercise pf the prerogative, as 
exemplified in the di| solution. For him- 
«e)f, ne confessed 4 , that he had scarcely as] 
yet recovered from the astonishment which 
that measure had occasioned. * .Had it been 
adopted by any other administration than 
ttha present, he edulcfnot have accountecUTor 
It on apy principle of public security or nv 
tional Welfare j but coming ^prUtbe/gen- 
db&en opposite,* it was indeed bxtrkordi- 
hatyj Not a long time had r elapsed Unce 
ipttmment was tfcfore dissolved. Oi£ Ihaf 
occasion the house had heard atgreat number 
ofobseryctiohs from gentlemen opposke. 
rl|p%m,an imagination ri^J been tortured to 
demise aoooda^naiiouof rirt*afqstanc£s, whid» 


shahid expose this 

to all the objection* the? 

urged against it, it coukI rtotvAave been 
more, successful than in t^i|^msent in- 
stance. The hon. gent. f|ap»lndcd the 
dissolution of parliament Tspfer* it had 
been sittings four years 3 they theb|%’’ 
selves dissolve^ a parliament after 
been assembled only four months. 
hon. gent, opposite censured the dissolution*' 
^which took place at the end of a session 3 
they themselves dissolved parliament in the 
middra of a session. The hon. gent, oppo- 
site had complained of undue influence ha- 
ving been exerted against them 3 they thepi* 
'£j 3 ges had exercised an igfluence not in tne 
k$§ij|f0 hut in wholesale, and such a* they 
to have< been ashamed of. Unlefcs 
pIPiaMent were 4,0 say at once, that thd 
j^etofatives of the crown ought to be cur- 
tailed^. and that parliament should be ren- 
rdered permanent, jt could never be contend- 
ed that .any dissolution was better timed 
tharrthat which took place tender his majes- 
ty’s late ministers. At the end of a nego- 
tiation which left little hope of a pence, it 
was surely adviseable to shew the enemy 
and the allies of the country, that the king, 
the parliament, and the people, were deter- 
Tninad to unit£ in withstanding all the efforts 
of an undenting enemy. Never did great- 
er unanimity prevail thap Wn that occasion, 
interrupted omty by ihos& personal ap4 J°- 
cal differences, which every general* auction 
must ntfeQfcssarily produce. But tm hon. 
gent. ^Q^osite, by the dissolution , which 
they advrtfjBdjjihad created an infinity of pub- 
lic and private inconveniences. -3 they* Md 
produced the utmost disunion, and^nsttim 
of uniting the people, they had, a*Afjfr a$ 4 b 
them Iny^'^dl^l^El^is animcriW^j^st 


mkirn animqMNfflfi'4|Bft 
man ^ bro- 

ther : thep 1:^0-- M % people of Ireland 

tie great that the 

were unfavoiir^»*^ti/ fheir claims. *ffuch 
conduct would beM^fny time criminal > but 
when it was considered, with referei*?^. to 
the necessity that existed for making a due 
impression onbur allies, it became jjtnf more 
so. Could this !fe denied ? Let the house 


look at theightfftof 4 
parliament Ms difli 
there were in, the m 
ber of private bills,* 
agriculture, jncrease 


mhke business when 
P|pi the first place, 
gulp* greater num-. 
|pj§Mfi improve the 
Wamifactqjres, and 


extend the commerce m the country,. tb#»n 
in any former parliament. Those . bUls f by 
the regulaticns whiohJie (IcAd Howick) bad 


hadNte Acmdttr td propose, under the advice j 
of the highest authority in that house, had 
been broughtalmost to the last surge. On 
the 27th ^s^April, the dissolution took 
,place ; odPh^lth of May the reports upon 
those bills &&gpid have been received : the 
bOhsequence was, that the jfseater part of 
t^yexpenses attending then^had been paid, 
A# that they then had fallen 4 o the ground. 

<*What expedient was to be resorted to in this 
case, he knew not ; he should be glad to 


- 

laCoih^,, 


table, of 

pany. What the gemtejffl&n opposite Mtfb 7 , 
posed to do, he knew no^ It tod bnpn 
the contemplation oT his ftojesfys fefi nUil 'V 
nisters r to propose some exjtedient " 


the company might hav^bM tejte 
out imposing any additfotlapiurdcns^ ite/fjbd * 
people. The; : - proposition haring : 
made, it rpaght have remained a subject 
consideration until thp next session©? par ... 
ntent \ but by the course which This maJSbf 


find,* that individuals could be relieved fronAty's present rainWters pursued. Si notpropb- * 

* . " u.tllin iMiBnnnrlHnt anti ,Ua aikill '- 1 


inconveniences occasioned by the misconduct 
of his majesty’s ministers. But the house must 
tecareful that in remedying a private inepa- 
veniuncc, they did pot op^p a door to pqbj^e 
evil, and afford facilities to subsequent 
'dors to dissolves parliament, without 
a stronger necessity for the dissolutions fjpjpcr 
what had been described by the nobj^f lord 
and the hon. gent, opposite. So much for 
private inconvenience : wjjth respect to pub* 
lie business, many useful , measures .had 
been depending on the dissolution y S&urne 
might be resumed ; others could not. The 
Reversion bill was one/ perhaps,, which 
might again be brought* in. His noble 
friend’s finance plan, good faith to the pub- 
lic creditor demanded should be speedily 
discussed and fenefted. » With respect to 
the Finance Committee, the how Seconder 
seemed to be su#p$ised thal ministers sfl&ild 
be.Supposed to h&te any wish to stop in: 
quifyf.>, Without imputing U> the ministers 
any sbeh wish, this he knew, that tjhe disso* | 
lution h^d impeded the progress of the com- 
mittee, and that there was nd'lfl^lihbod of 
.■gEttJabours being completed in the present 
tpMMtfi? It was a Committee of Enquiry y 
^^d^lf^iany ne w me m ber s s hould be added 

result which the reached, 

without a fresb.)nv^^p^9^ji|0ie evidence. 
^$ 4 he comnhi|^^^|^.^' % t^vive^ he 
.iilitosted that^as m-f£%y m n%4ld be, thosany 
4 members would be and that they 

, .mould be chosen ojjet^jfed not by ba!|pt ; 
iufcis case, they might .^perhaps, prosecute 
me, chief objects of their enquiry with ef- 
feo^P n ot withstanding the serious interruption 
which they # had experienced. . With respect,] 
to the members^KM^ich pc^ppmmittee was 
t«fo becompos^4|^|ii^p9CtS''lmii' been lately 
developed in ^ ^ JjBptReport of the Com- 
miasioner^of iPB^Mp Inquiry, which might # 
«endejyiecessary^|P^ change in the mem- 
■Jbers.'T Still more, oil the 27tn of April, par- 
^li^roent was d^solved ; on the 24th of April, 

. betffc alarming accounts laid on the 



sing any meastfro before tiy 27th April, 
thus* h&allowin^f no time for invest igatioaf * '* 
r *Tfduced themselves to the 

ting, at present, almost any tMtlg • 
■tqffcred itself. With regqrd to fBtf , .a 
" the supplies at the dissolution# thebe- ' 
cessary votes for the different services, arid 
the sanction which bis nobjefjtends plan fmt 
obtained, nearly s # e,t that subjectut r^st^ hgf * 
still the Irish money-bills had not been pfctf* 
sed, and the consequence was, that thefts 
was not now •sufficient time toepass those 
bills (the Irish Custom bill in partiowiar}£ . 
consistent with those forms which pdrlfct- 
ment had wisely provided/^nd which newer 
yet had been departed from. Either the cok 
lection of that part of the revenue most 
Jm suspended, or the forms of parliament 
must be violated ; a circumstance which fite 
strongly deprecated. Should, piinisters take 
" ’es to colldbt wiflSVtttt the tth* 

V a tax on Jhre pebpje of Ire- 
ey/ivould be highly reprel.ansibte. 
Ution too, none of the suifea 
1 voted for the public serving J 
£ted, for no approprialtonitiat 
passed. - Without aach an act, 
solemn principle of the const^uttte*,. 
:>u of those^ums to particular . 
not constitutional or legal. Hfe 
readily allowed that there might be situa- 
tions which a*g wernment ought t& act 
without the suppor of law, wKen the state - 
serv^ required t s suspension.; but then 
thtfsesit lit ions tnq t be unforeseen and m«v 
viable. If a ministry, with their eye 1 
open, placed thera»lvcs irf a situation m 
which, on the one ftsnd the law mutt Se 
broken, or on the other the country must be 
ei&aogerefj, the exercise of their discretioo # 
in Inch a case, called for the most solemn 
consideration ot parliament. Aq^, for 
vffiat purpose^ad all these mischiefs 
isioned^ The hon. seconder had 1 ' ^ ‘ 
at an attempt hadriSeen fhcSte by th 
ministry to foregone conscience of thb 
an assertion completely tadbanded in f 4 






j declared that there were acts of the 
t prerogative which were personal and 
foiced, sind having thus brought his ma- 
y i£to a state of responsibility, the hon 
at. tnaintair«ed^diat the l»te ministry had 
llgned their jing , and had asked the 
i of commOTCTcftpronouncc him guilty 
<9^ pot guilty While he^ossessed the pow 
My of speech, he would piotest against a 
^d^jdple so fatal to liberty of debate, as 
t^St upheldtby the hon\?nt. If the house 
were canvassing any proceeding of govern- 
ment, were they to be stop^d by being 
that it was the act notco t the raimsta 
/ the monarch 5 If so, then fareOffell 
[ freedom of deliberation, «ncf few 
10 the peisonal sccunty of the 
himself, *for, ho\\e\< r comemeui^ su 
ilpctnne might nt the moment appear, the 1 ; 
<apsequence^)f it \\ ere too obvious to need 
illustration, a dissolution ot parliament 
must alwa) s be inconvenient, and at that 

E tod of the session at winch the late disso- 
on took^place, more inconvenient tli m at 
guy other. In the lpteieslmg debate on 
jthis subject, which took pbee in the year 
1784, an opinion vas quoted of lord So- 
mers's that his majesty 2 during a session of 
parliament, had no power to dissolve the 
parliament With all the defuence whidfrj 
Was due to the abilities of so able a lawyer/ 
and so great a statesman he confessed that 
j^e didered^rSatly £.om lord ^qnaers on this 
j)oint The- sthangest necessd^qpght, in 
ms ppjiufJn, exist /or a dissoluttonToftrtng a 
*sess*ion of parliament, namely, such s' lifter 
once between the two houses, as should} ira 
pedethe progress of public business 
how tier tin} assertion of lord Somers s 
sufficient to shew the extreme inconvei 
Jjiat resulted trom a dissolution hi the 
Of a session, and that so< h a measure 
^Ot to be resorted to witKoftt the rnosturgent 
necessity. Now, w ha! rtecessUy existed in 
the present instance > jTlie hon seconder 
declaicd tiyit thebte minsters had proposed 
measuies replete with d/mger to the p\«t£s 
'tant establishment What then > Tijose 
^misters t had* been turned out . the hon 
^ent hadhimseli jtaj/d. they had lost jfce 
.confidence of •puliamcnt What inieriup- # ; 
lion therefore was expedient Whatlhe- 
,^Wity was therd for a dissolution ? Cl he 
bourn weie now told, that they were Ailed 
typet&er merely fo« a month, td wind un the 
lousiness of the last pari lament, jmd theVto 1 
^fe$4ent hornet* *lt aa^onth would be sulji- 
cienf/or that purpose iifshe piesent parliv 
meUt* g pitfmifcwoiiid hd^becn sufficient 


for it in the last. His majesty's lata minis- 
ter’s would scarcely have objected to tjieir 
own measures. No necessity* {tarefore, did 
exist. Win , then, did they tflto&his step? 
In order tint an appeal shoujO^made to 
the people, as it was stated iWJ^i^ajesty'a 
speech, while /ecent events w4tte fresh i$ 
their iccollectiop , m olhei words, duj$M| 
the pie vale nee, of that base ciy, which/Jp 
was hopt-d, would have an influence on tori# 
elections He defied any other interpreta- 
tion to he made of this pioteedmg . al- 
though, in his majesty's spe ch, there was 
something like so attempt at this, and in the 
noble lord s address «much more In bpi 
ty’s speech, Jjjflia men t was called u$>- 

^ uppo^ him “ in maintaining the 
its of his ciown and^ne true prm4 
^ Iftfvef the constitution * Tln% passage 
*wk& OMupletely explained by the conduc t of 
mimsteib, Os evinced in their advertisements 
#nd publications, and in the spetdus of to- 
night, the only purpose of w hich seemed to 
bej t$ excite that division in the countiv, 
which, if it were not produced, was owing 
to the good sense of the people, and not to 
the prudent conduct of administration 
When the house recounted all that had 
been sud about the Coronation Oath, was it 
not manifest to them, diet an atteippt had 
been nndecto alann the nation, with an idea 
thOWie late administration had endeavoured 
to force the conscience of the lgng As to 
the measure ptoposed having been incompa- 
tible with* the Coronation O ith, no such ap- 
pjehenfwji could be entei famed by any one 
whose mhttj was larger than the mind of a 
child Did the learned gent opposite meal* 
to s:i) , dial any measure favourable to th# 
catholics would be against the Coronation 
Oath * Did he meaoHo say, because the 
king had 0$p to If^ihtain the Protes- 
tant ReligitftM* by low established, that it 
would be tjMw GoWn ition Orth, 

it certain dbsulri pikmrffatgtes existed mt$ t 
i ions to sect u ieS,to th Sn ? Such * tf 

senseless proposition t)b # onv could support * 
for what had beenfthe effect of the t&ptal 
of similar statutes in Ii eland > It theiel&rc 
the learned gent opposite renounced such 
doctrines, why mtioduce this «p£ttage 4 into 
hismajtst) xipjech. bu»for the purpose of 
taking advWjjj^e of jpjpilaim which *t 
must occasion > most at^ 

surd if th/ la-it haflSjtw commons had 
carritdthe bill whjcfiHw had p noosed to 
them, theie thigh thavfe bevn some\lea f<pr 
this expression , but as that bill bod bf$fl 
| withdraw n, 2^w could bis majesty’s rqtfMPtegl 



- i-f f rf 7ff g?SBgB 
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wttH'trofnnion decency assert, that the disso- j lord, th# Ireland - doutd* ndt be | 
ijation had been rendered necessary “ for — ‘ ^ 

the maintenance of the just rights of the 
crown, aS$fffae true principle of the consti- 
tution" V|®$ Would ask them, did they se- 
riously belMfi^hat this limited extension en- 
dangered either the welfare* of the king- 
or the safety of t(*e constitution ? 
wished the hon. secbnderdiad, in his ob- 
servations on the subject, consulted the feel- 
ing of thsose gentlemen below him. Al- 

. ° j ▼ T • _1_V I. _ 1J _l* A l.ft 


Sligo uiwaw & — * ’ » — < X r i 

though he (lord Howick) should belie th\ ton ishment had^fiot ceased. Serious, indeed,. 

if 3 /■ I ■ _ < <■’ t-. n ..•am T mfr.nlrl flirico^Knn.cnManaua Uana Lum * ‘ 


whole of his political life, if he were to 
consider Mr Pitt as the extraordinary states- 
tjftan whit h he had been represented to have! 
been by the hon. g^nt » bj&was yet aware thftt 
he possessed great qualities and splendid 
lents; and heceuld have wished, that the hpfcJSuni 


gent, had not passed such asevere censure apojbi^ 'tiaught the Irish that not trifling difficulties 
him as he had done, in asserting that any per- J alone stood in the way qf tlpwr claims, but . 
son who proposed indulgences to the Roman 


catholics, was guilty of an attempt to under# 
mine the proicstant establishment of the 
country. On this subject he conlcbwith 
confidence appeal to the recollection of the 
house, whether an extension of privileges to 
the catholics, had not been supported by Mr 
Pitt, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Burke, three men, 
whose talents, whose wisdom, and whose 


experience, were as great, or perhaps great- uven of the royal person himself! To the 


er; than those of. any triujnvirafcs that^ever 
existed. The pfesent government was’&ih- 
po&d of the followers of Mr. Pitt, and 
therefore tlte hon gent, had cast a censure 
on the living as well as on the dead. For 
his part, when he called to ’/-|dx < miyd 
the former conduct of the ihdivtdhali of 
Iris majesty’s present administration* he 
'could not but wonder,* after the Cry that 

S :,iiad endeavoured,, to raise, how they 
come dowA%' ; ^j^hat^house with* 
countenances fear and 

shame. To speak to speak 
4’riftikly was* a crisis as 

^^^resent-^wl^^^ybidfteci ed the coiy 
*d^|t pf the learnei-^eni;-ln l bOl, at which 
iime be.did not thiii^l^fnterference imhc 
pjpfcstant estabfishmenf necessary— -whenSie 
redol'lccled h*is conduct in 18P1, on the in->| 
trocfocy^n^f a measure much more exten- 
sive than tbit proposed by ibejate admini^-^ 
tration, he cdkklj§f, Jbnt l^ftetsuaded that 
; the -learned ge»fc^ tmulpta the exis- 
tence of the 'sjflmjl^^he apprehension of 
which h^iad^i^pft^bted to diffuse. On, 
thef sarpnqu’i n c i p le^rwli en he Recollected the 
insasiffes which fcid been recommended by 
4he jnotye lord Opposite (lord Castlereagh) as 
^StoM^ry to tire tranquility ofVeland; wlieu 
> fecojlected the declaration of that noble i 


without some* concession of that natufg* 
when he^recoJlecfed thgt the ftoble lird h^ vj 
pledged himself to the excttutiotfro : Hjm ‘ 
measure ; that ter that he reritived % 

valuable consideration i/tjter hv it Km 
enabled to complete die* i 
kingdoms $ when he recollected the 
and considered the consequences that 1 
have resulted in Irdand from the failurL ^ 
the measure whict^he had proposed, biiaf* 


wouj^ those"^bn->equencjfs have been, 
the Attempts wltich had been lately made^b 
iilfeijie;*|nto the t pe>ple of England a ratten^ '* 
^jimosity against the catholics of 
l ^tQeeeded • had they mad^ England * 
f Orange Party against the 'Irish, and ^ 


the general and. united opposition of the 
whole country. *BjT the public declarations 
and advertisements in all parts of the king* 
dom, not excepting Northampton, the ime 
administration had been arraigned at peradb* 
ally opposed to the king, and the people Qr&e 
called upon to deride between 1 them ^and 
their sovereign. Never before jdid a pfo- . 
ceeding take place so injurious to the reposh 


sentiments avowed by the present adminis- 1 
tration, hft fhad three discing .and decided 
objeCtionjL|!JThe first liras, thfit^they had 
declara^ifieunconstitntiopal doctriqe, that the 
klng/ould act without any adviser ; 4he $6- 
that they had violated the.free^om bf' 
on ) indeed, within these day*,, 
'ar influence had been endeavoured' to .; 
be Extended to th^r present question, and it ; 
hadVieen asserted, that whoever vqfed ot 
the ^ldress’against thei^gislx of the present 
mijiristers would vote against his majesty, 
and bring him 1o\trial : his last ot^eotion 
was^fhat they hadjendangered the personal 
himself.Thts was thefifit 
sty im hver been advised 
peal to the people ; 
k at the moment, it whs 
ight htreafter lead to 


securfty of the kui^. 
tim^Ttnat his maj 
to wke i personal 
hqp r ever convcnienl 
a precedent Vvhtch 


most fatal qr .se^iesces. If any fhii% 
coukl aggravate the conduct of his majesty's 
rntneni, it was tha^ these very rneh* 
before opposed a dissolution at a fh* 
ble period should dare to advise Kit 
ty to dissolve parliament in ’the^ 
st' of atsession, and' then assert, - - 
material inco^&nteffte would 
to the pul^ic sendee. With respect 
influence of th^krown, itlrad been eKericfi- 
ed during the i3k election, in a mqst Unew-i 

\ ) • * r 


the purpose of drawing closer the ties by 
which his majesty is connected with the .pow- 
ers of the continent ; of assisting the efforts 
of those powers against the sfa^mon and op- 
pression of France j of formiojf *uch engage- 
ments as may insure their contuioed co-opera- 
tion j and of ‘establishing that mutual confi- 
dence and concert, so-esscntial under $ny 
course of eveprv to the restoration of a solid 
and permanent peace in Europe”. Cerraiu- 
Jy he, in common with 'the re*£ of his ma- 


IBOJ.^TteLords Cotwmsmntrs' 4Speech. 

# $pnpled,ii*anner. In this countryjto a great 

* ifegree, but in the sister kingdom roost un- 
ufoftbtogly, both in temptation an din threats. 

* om borough iif Ireland, a candidate had 
fibred a single ejector to jyote against him ; 

, vJSid be had be egft\l d, that in anorher popu- 
' Tbr contest tfl^Ttown solicitor hdd gone 
'<fown, and informed tHk. Grogan, that the 
forfeiture of his estates would be enforced. 

Unless he and all his ^tenantry voted for the 
.jwtFtwans of government. But there was 
another mode of in flue nco of public notori s#jesty\s late ministers, felt the necessity of 
ity, winch he would mention • it ^was the j cultivating the connexion, and drawing 
1 fetter, dated tbe^Sih of «April, fi^$!3* lord 
JBawkesbury to the lords lieutenants .of Cdun- 
. iie$ respecting the volunteers. Lord Hawkes* 
btury stated, that it was intended to/pro-^ 
pose to parliament, to restore their wy$S'. 
such volunteers as came in after a certain pe- 
riod, and al^o to re-appoint the inspecting 
Jfeld officers/ which last he (lord Ifowick) 

Understood, had since 'beeh done. Now, Jet 
ake house consider the date of this letter. 

On the 24 th of April, the secretary of state 
declares, that it was ^intended to propose a 
certain measure to parliament. In two days 
afterwards parliament is prorogued, previous 
to its immediate dissolution ; so that the 
noble secretary must have known, that he 
1 deprived himself of the power of proposing 
the measure by advising the dissolution. 

The restoration of the inspecting field offi- 
cers was AbaJbst objectionable^juep. He had 
never met -with a single VofNfilper officer 
wbo. ditf not holdThese Inspecting Officers 
in the utmost contempt : they had com- 
mand* they were not even empoweted to 
order the Volunteers to come to be inspbo‘ed. 

From the tyrge Staff which was attached to 
the British army, consisting of Adjijtants, 

Qna|ler-Mjsters,.llrfgade-Majdrs, sure- 

ly some better inspectors might be sefeqjted : 
uyev but then this was ato object of great pa- 
. nonage 1 Just at theftfme of the general 
election a hundred new offices weip to be 
distributed, arcUtf'cse ftjspectots of rftfjtions, 
fat so they were, in tack, were eich te)4iave 
"^pay and allowances, rah king the whole'* ex- 
pense to the nation bet/ween J7 and 40,0001/ 
a year/ for no advantage whatever! tVhis 
was the little beginning of these it^gbtjr 
enemies to patronage : more pure and* Una- 
dulterated jobs never existed than th ap- 

C * itments — There were other pajtjj -of 
majesty’s speech, on the exact purport 
of which he entertained som? doulisjvand 
which he wicked fat an explanat ion . ’i’jie 
, y |wuse was told, “ that Vis majesty’s endea- 
vours had been tno&t anxiously employed for 

* )' * t 

. / f 


closer the ties by which his majesty was 
bound to the power* of the continent as ihr 
ta was consistent *with the security of Great 
Britain" But he wisheef to ask whether, by 
this passage in the speech, fit was meant to 
insinuate, that thpJnre government had neg- 
lected to do their duty on this subject r lie 
was rnoie desirous to know this, as the sub- 
ject had been publicly agitated. For Ins 
part he declared, that he should be mo,t 
glacF that every thing winch the late mini- 
sters had done, in aid of the powers of the 
continent, should be submitted to the con- 
sideration of the house and the public. It 
would then be found, that no rational effort 
had been omitted to draw closer the tics of 
connexion, and more especially between this 
country and Russia He would boldly and 
brtfifdJy state tliis, in answer to any asser- 
tions that might be hazarded of an opposite 
tendency, if ministers countenanced any 
insinuation of this nature, he hoped they 
would have the manliness openly to avow it. 
With regard to subsidies to Foreign powers," 
lie thought that there were occasions in which 
subsidies, and even large subsidies might be 
advantageously employed j but he also thought 
that it was most impolitic to give subsidies to 
Foreign powers, for the purpose of drawing 
them into a war, into which their own in- 
clinations would not induce 

them to enter.. While! therefore, he 'stat- 
ed that the late government had neglfeted 
nofprudent means of cultivating a connexion 
with the continental. powers, he woul^also 
state, that ip the present circumstances^of 
this country, and of the worjd, due care 
should be taken that any assistance which 
might be afforded to fotejp-^owers, should 
not be afforded to thoscuy whom it could 
not be used at all, or tp, those by whom it 
would be misapplied. ; ^It was mdispensibly 
incumbent on us to weaken as lit&ias possi- 
ble the meafls which we po^sessed^l sup- 
porting a protracted contest.* (for his majes- 
ty's speech Md put an end to&'ll apprehension 
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of a separate peace) j after |4 years of expen- 
sive, war, this country had reason to .expect 
that the continent would take a share of its 


burthens, whi.ch its own defence rendered 
necessary. His majesty’s speech contained 
a paragraph which lamented the rupture be- 
tween Great Tftntaiq and Turkey; and ano- 
ther, which related to the unfortunate events 
by which it was followed*. one could 
^argret^jtnore than he did the causes which 
produced' "^divifiETn between two powers* 
whose interests ought to he deemed insepa 
rable. But he asked the hon. gentlemen op- 
posite, if in the manner the subject was 
mentioned in the speech, it was intended 
lo insinuate in the ipmotesft degree, that the 
unfortunate rupture with the Porle was to be 
attributed, to th# late ministers? He depre- 
cated the mode of introducing this topic into 
the speech in such a manner, that it could 
not be discussed without involving in the dis- 
cussion the conduct of Russia. The late ad- 
ministration were placed in this dilemma, 
cither to suffer the great unfairness which 
must result from abstaining from any de- 
fence, or to defend themselves by calling 
into question the conduct of Russia, our 
best ally. As to Turkey, was it meant 
to.be inferred that the late government had 
asked too much or too little ? Whenever 
the documents (of which his majesty’s pre- 
sent ministers wer* possessed ^should bepitf- 
duced, nothing would be found in them 
inconsistent •with the policy of union, 
moderation, and good faith to Russ id and 
tha Porte. Was it meant to charge the Iate ( 
ministry with misconduct on this head ? 
Aye, or No ? If so, let there be an inqui- 
ry. There were modes of inquiry which 
prevented disclosures inimical to the public 
interest; the appointment of a Secret Comp 
miltee would obviate every diiliculty of that 
nature. If a charge were meant to be made, 
he owned he was surprised dyj the charge 
should proceed from .’the throne; he deeply 
regretted the failure of our arms which had 


into the* planner in which that Expedit&n 
was arranged ; into the original pcffiey Soj 
an attack on Egypt, and into the m|de uj 
which that attack was conducted.— Advert; 
ing to the changes which-Jft^was apprehep* 
sive the present administration would make 
in our military systemf, he\reraarfced, th^t 
by the new arrangements in Scotland, 
recruiting had encreased from 20 to 40 pat 
week; and in England considerable benefit 
had been derived ff&m it, although at the 
Vnost unfavourat^ season of the year. Ha 
nopedihat thd^ gentlemen. opposite would 
no’t rashiy alter hfl right hon. Friend’s plahjf 
but*! Would give it the fair trial to whtch.fi* 
vtesjuafly entitled. He wished also to know,’ 
fa sOtn as. it would be convenient to mini- 
sters tell him, what was to be the precise 1 
extent of the regulations in the Volunteer 
System mentioned by lord.Hawkesbury ij| 
his letter? He feared they wofild be ex pen-* 
sive. The Saving miule by his. right hon. • 
friend’s regulations amounted to 900 , 0001 . a 
year. Was it Intended to restore come, of 
all of this ? In that case, he should move 
for new estimates. Above all, he hoped the 
house and the publio would deeply consider 
the effect of the system of the late admini- 
stration, and the probable effect of that- 
which would be pursued by the present. If 
it were still contended, that under the late 
ministers, the Volunteer system l^d d eclined . 
Jet evidence Jj^Bdduced to prove ’lE^ allega- 
tion. — Seconder of lhe^ddjy*s, in 
alludingJfa Ireland, had stated, that great 
danger iresultcd to that country from the 
introdivtion of the measure which tyrflord ' 
had had the honour io propose. * 


been alluded to, but notice of such a failuiV objec tdb( th\ir thoughts. He believed too 
w:i> k^lly unprecedented in a speech froml[qjuichfanxiely could fl^>t be -shewn cm this 
Ihp^ung. 


After the affair'* of frje Helder | s^jjei 
and Ferrol, the loss of Corsica, and on 
other tliOTfroit. events of the last war, he 
was not aware $jy expressions of re- 


gret had been so stjjdTbu.sly introduced into 
Jiis majesty’s speech. $ fee must suppose there- 
fore, that in the present instance? they were 
intended to^onvey a charge on the late ad- 
miniit nation. If so, he repeated*, that they 
challenged the strictest inquiry into the des- 


tinatjoji of the jiapediiion to 'Anke.y, and 
IX. ' 


To him it appeared, thatthe danger resulted 
from the failure of the measure, and not. 
from it^introifuction. earnestly pressed * 
his ipajesty's ministers lo* attend to the 
advice- of an hop. now unfortunately * 

no Ion£tu*'a member bb parliament, the late 
AttornejjAGcneral for I (eland (Mr.Flunkett), 
and to igfake Ireland die fieat* and # the last 


!« f He should be|.glad to hq£r that 
soiilte,Iystem of concili^iofi was proposed. 
He diclnot allude to any extension of, indlil- - . 
gencd?\but to other regulations which might " 
tranqualize die people. , If circumstances * 
of cliscmtent were seized hold of by f? 
eiienMfthe consequences might beimpor- J 
tahtly/i\nriou|, # and against these couse- 
quepecs nV wished to ,#nard#iiis majesty*^;, 
present naiSktry. — Of neutral nations ^6*' 
thing .wat 2fcd iif his majesty’s speech ; 
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noble lord had introduced a variety of topics 
into his speech , he should endeaVoor to 
follow him through all upon which he had 
touched, in the best manner be could ; and 
here he could not but observe, that the 
great object ,of the* nobler kfrd, the sole 
point to whiUi he seemed to wish to call the 
attention of the house' was, the dissolution 
of the last * parliament. That, with the 
exception of a few topics jntroducedHowaflli’ 
the conclusion of his speech, '"of which he 
should take notice befoie he sat down, 
constituted the gravamen of his accusation. 
The noble lord had thought it necessary to 
guard himself agaiftst any insinuation, that 
his observations* applied to the speech, as 
the speech of the king and not of his 
ministers, as if any persdn could suppose 
that any other *than the king's ministers 
were lespousible for the contents of the 
speech. The noble lord, however, had 
admitted, that theie could be no doubt of 
the prerogative of the crown to dissolve the 
parliament at any time, though he had 
referred to an authority upon the subject, 
which he had no sooner quoted than he 
rejected. But whilst the noble lord had 
denied the doctrine laid down by lord .Corners, 
he endeavoured to extract our of it a princi- 
ple that might bear upon the question 
serve the country. ' If he was an enemy to I before them. v The propriety of the exercise 
an adminj station engeiudejcd in couit mtii- I of the prerogative of the^rown in dissolving 


whet) he recollected that the late adminis- 
tration had been told by the gentlemen 
<}pp|Lite, that they had sacrifiped the navi 
gaiion laws, and that they had provided 
inadequate m$Jrn to resist the French block- 
ading decree of Vlie 21st of September, 
he was snpused *at this omission. He 
tiusted, that the learned gent, opposite 
^would confess, that he had formed an erro- 
neous opinion, and that the latter measure 
especially, was not qSkite so inefficient aa 
tie had announced it be. The hoyf 
seconder spoken of the appe'fff that had been 
£iade to the people, and ot the multitude of 
Addresses that had been poured in from 
every quarter ; of the loyalty of those ad- 
dresses he had no doubt ; but .if itfl wer# 
meant to insinuate, that in those qdftrejses 
the people pronounced the late ministers 
enemies to the king and the Protestant reli- 
gion, he would apgeal # fiom the Addresses 
to the result of the General Election— -a, 
result so highly favourable to the late adml 
lustration, notwithstanding* the beastly cry 
iif •• No Popery.” which had been raised 
agan.ist them. To the present administra- 
tion he had a\owed himself to be an enemy 
■—of course, he meant a political enemy 
only *5 and yu»t he would oppose none of 
theii measures which appealed calculated to 


gue; i^h3 >\'as fin enemy admini sta- 

tion composed of men disngr&kuyr with one 
another ; if he was an enemy to anVid minis - 


the parliament, must ever depend upon 
the ciicumstanccs under tfhich such 4 
prerogative might be exeicised. In discus- 


traiipn which did not possess the cof ifidencc^ sing this point, tlu* noble lord had contend- 


of fa country j if he was an enenfer to an 
administration, of the first man oflkithom 
he would say nothing— it was becafese he 
convinced thatsuch an administration 
was pregnant *w±flT the greatest d^figers to 
the king and the constitution. — Thfc< noble 
lord concluded by qfnVtng^an amendment 
similar to that moved ifi the Ilouscajfcf Lords 


by carl FArtcscue, si 
* The jChantfitfor 
reply, observed, thn 
the manner 


of the noble kv*d/had shewn that i||4\;rt>uld 
not meet with his approbation, thj()ugh 4 hc 
had declared that, in consequenc<L^f thp 
state of public affairs, he should *fave his 
sq»j>ort to any measures that njltrht be 
brought forward for tho national! Ataverest. 
From the piayner in wftidj the lord 

had conclude his , *$|eeeh, liovvtjorcr, hq, did 
nqjt think, that lie took the proper course to 
carry that daeUration Jftto inteat. As the 


ed, that the pierogative had been properly 
exercised in tlie dissolution of the former 
parliament, but that the late instance of 
its exercise was founded upon an abandon- 
ment of every sound principle upon which 
that prerogative of the crown ought to be 
regulated. .In the state in which the parlia- 
ment and tk& country were placed, when 
that event took place, his majesty’s ministers 
« in would not have done their duty, if they 
whatever mijpht have Jtad let a moment ptss without appealing 
Wliich liis cnSflesty>/to the people. It was in that sense W duty 
-’sft - 


p. 582. 
the 
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ministey s had com&f into power, the r*pe<v(h I he acted, , when in conjunction witK his 


Into lr 


colleagues, he had advised hjgjmajgsty to 
dissolve the parliament at tfce earliest mo- 
ment, when that me^fepirttbuld be resorted 
to without any material interruption to 
public business (Hear \ hear ! from the Op- 
position). € He repeated, the-* it was the 
duty of liis majesty’s minister^! ^ advise the 
dissolution binder the existing circdtnstances. 
The noble (lord had enumerated the circum- 
stances uiwier which tlktt measure was 
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adopted, for the purpose oflcondemning it ; not the king been represented as the sole 
but he was prepared to contend, that these barrier agalbst this measure ? Under these ' 
veYy circumstances were a justification of -it. circumstances nothing was so necessary to 
The noble lord had stated, that the parlia • the character of the king Is such an appeal 
ipent had been then but recently chosen, to his people, in prder to .shew that it was 
and that that was a reason why it should not not the king alone who was the obstacle to 
have, been dissolved ; but in 4;is mind the the indulgences, but tlie areat majority 
circumstance of its having been so recently of the nation. ^ On these grounds it 
chosen, and the circumstances # under which was, that the dissolution had been resort* 
been elected, were a good ground for the ed to; on these grounds he was con- 
dissolutlofl^^hg^Hle lord had argued in vinced that it wquld appear not to 
support of the preceeding dissolution, that be objectionable, k might be a question, 
it was necessary to give to our allies, and to wether such^ & 'measure was justifiable . 
Europe, a proof that the king and his at any particular# time ? # A»d .here he v 
government were supposed by a united par- must observe, that, if the opinion of the 
liament and a united people. % The noble lord, people was to be taken upon the bill intro* 
whilst in office, with a parliament in which ducecL by the late ministers ; if, upon the. 
he encountered jio formidable opposition, mfeastk which had been brought forward, 
except upon the iron tax^whcn ministers avqwecny for the purpose of forcing them 
usually divided in the proportion of two to back into office, it would* be most properly 
one against their opponents, felt it necessary done at the nearest possi5le«iime, when . • 
to dissolve parliament, in order to shew to those events were still recent in their me- 
Europe that we had a united, parliament. Tnory, and whilst they should he able to form 
But the noble lord could see nothing in jhe their judgment with most accuracy # and cor- 
last parliament to justify such a measure ; rectness. The noble lord had objected tod 
nothing in the manner in which the question passage in the speech at* the close of the last" 
that led to it had been brought forward, session, which stated that the session was 
nor in tlu manner in which it had been put an end to at a time when that could be 
supported; nothing in all these circumstances done without inconvenfence to public* biui* 
to shew any. ground of apprehension for ness # But that was a question of a relative 
the permanence-of government; nothing to or comparati\e nature: he could state, with 
shew that his majesty** govtffnment mig?ft confidence, that no inconveniences had arisen 
be prevented from the efficient administration from the dissolution commensurate’ wkM4ie ** 
of the pubiic#ffairs. But he would appeal great importance of calling d new* parlia* 

1o the house and to the country, if any ment^ Tlie*noble lord had* fiist adverted to 
reason existed on this ground for the dissolu the inconvenience that arose with respeef to 
tion recommended by the noble lord, which - ' privatemills. and certainly no man rrfhld ima- 1 
was not strengthened and confirmed, as ginefhjlt a dissolution in the middle of a ses- ‘ 
applied to the late measure, by the manner -sion would not be attended with some incon*. f 
in which it had been opposed. On that venience to the parties, though not to the 
ground alone he might rest the necessity of extent staled «by the noble loccl. As tef the 
calling a new parliament. Bqt the house expence, which formed jf principal part of* 
must see that .this was a question upon that ^convenience* ^he noble lord would 
which his majesty's , mint3terjf must have find th%£ means* could bedeviled to render 
decided before they *came^flto office, and that couroarathely The ex pence con* 

not after. They were not so blind to the listed t^rfhe iu * s of t^e and the cost 

situation in which they would be placed^ of witn^pses: The farther would be # cbviaied 4 
as no t i p have made uj> their minds, in cast* by thr/knoum liberalii of tie officers ; and 
it sStfuld be necessary, to call a nei£ sarlia- \to 4ie expence of wJjtiesseT, # he had it in 
ment, and to appeal to the sense of the iirthnilm to make'a proposition on Monday, # 
people ? •H'v Bit would be the situation of whtciifcvould do all thaVatvay When he 
the king, if ministers l^id not made sifbnwkd his proposition. to .the house, it 
this appeal to me^sense of his people ? wouldftle liisWuty to explain the nature of' 
Had not his majesty been held up as the it; foil lie present, he -should only state,, 
sole obstacle to an'extension of indulgences thaliilfrropos#d to refer thq proceedings in , 
to a great uj^fion of his subjects, and against the f^Jn^er committees to the committee* 
the opinj^nof his late ministeiv> who had that should now be appoiqj^jl, in which \ 

pre*sscd the measure a; indispensably neees- cas8, thcreWould be ho necessity for the at* * 

wry to. the interests of the emf ire ? Had tendance witoesses again. As tothg ' - 

% 1. 2 b 2 \ 
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inconvenience to the public badness, the 
noble lord appeared to him to be totally mis- 
takeftr The noble^lord assumed, that in the 
Ixiteml between the two parliaments, public 
' inoney bad bee® issued a$«n 1784, without 
*ny parliamentary appropriation. As to the 
Jact of the issqp of money, the noble lord 
was mistaken, because , no such issue had 
been made, and he was sure the noble lord 
would learft with satisfaction, that the public 
expenditure had been. maintained out of the 


Kuciis appropriated bfaparfiameftt. [1 know/ made during the session.— Another inconvc 
jwhat you rpean, said lord Hbwick, in a low nience which the noble lord had stated to 


> tdne, across the table]. The noble lord had 
• observed, that he knew what he meant, J-n a 
banner that led him to conclude, that .the 
ndble. lord supposed him to be wyongfl but 
he knew himself what he mean and 
thought the noble lord mistaken. In each of 
the bills respecting the English Loan, the 
Irish Loan, sofne°duties of Excise out of the 
War taxes, and the atfflitional duty on bran- 
•4r. there was an appropriating clause, au- 
thorising , the application of the monies, 
raised under the respective bills, to certain 
services voted by parliament. In the issues 
that had taken place, therefore, the govern- 
ment had acted according to law, and under 
the authority of parliament, The noble lord 
had not gone at length into this subject, hut 
he had the authority of that noble lord, so 
far as silence could be considered an evidence 
“"jof ^ftHftlfescehce, 011 the oc<&§ion in 175 * 1 , 
that, under^certain circum stamps, money 
irrig(it be issued ‘by government without a 
parliamentary appropriation. At rate, 
he had th°e authority of a person to hom 
that noble lordT would not think it a di&jydit 
to be compared, the late Mr. fox, on this 
head. Bcfoie the dissolution in 1784, a re- 
nqlutibn had bce.i voied, declaring it illegal 
\o issue money ilf tne event of a dissolution, 

■' without a parliamentary/aptyrupriation. fl’he 
dissolution took place, the money wSs is- 
sued, as appeared by accounts moved for and 
laid on thp tabkbJn tip following •J^sion, 


clauses of approbation were not introduced 
for the first time ti as t session, of what usopwtp 
the Appropriation act? That act was intend- 
ed not alone for the appropriation of sum* 
raised by loans, but other sums not raised in 
that way , and the preamble of that act stated, 
that it was for f the appropriation of particu- 
lar sums to particular services, and for the 
further appropriation of other sums not ap- 
propriated by parliament. which ^.iiupliedr 
that appropriations haablcn xtitecedenlly 


And yet Mr. Fox never 
^ny proceeding upon tjfe sui^ect" The 
ble lord would* not cop tend that this sill 
jwas i*$t an of the Jogality of 

act; at any rate, iff noble* lord, win 
been at the head of the lata,gover] 

* would not be disposed to disapprove 
. course th#t had been pursued in tli; 
stabefe. i^Abare rerolution of the hou: 
not of ariy 'effect after a dissolution off* 
f rogation, nnle$r«takba. up in a supequeqt 
session, and confirmed *by some^egislative 
enactment. Bu^it might as^sd ,if these 

^ V/ . 


arise from the dissolution, was the interrup- 
tion of the proceedings of the Committee of 
Finance, which fcould pot in this session 
be prosecuted to any successful issue.’ No 
man. could doubt that it was the deliberate 
determination of*the present ministers to 
revive that committee : and undoubtedly 
there could be no reason why the proceed- 
ings of the former committee should not be 
referred to the revived one. r i he noble lord 
had dated, that the committee should con- 
sist as nearly as possible of the same mem- 
bers as before, with the exception of the 
only two members (sir H. Mildmay and Mr. 
S. bourne) who, from their parliamentary 
conduct, could be considered as the friends 
of the present ministers. (Hear, hear !) — 
There wese, undoubtedly, some members in 
th6* committee, ’not connected with either 
party. This, therefore, would be an extra- 
ordinary mode of reviving the* committee, 
and tiie house would do weJl to recollect the 
planner in which that committee had been 
formed. The hon gent, who had first pro- 
posed the appointment of that committee* 
(Mr. Biddulph) had met the kind support of 
the noble lord (H. Petty), who as kindly 
took the nomination out of his hands ! The 
hon. gent., no doubt, had been appointed on 
the committee but when he wished after- 
wards to have*^neor two of his friends no- 
minated to it. Ins application was resisted, 
because it was indispensable that the com- 
bought o^instiVjting | nitftce should consist of 0 21 members only. 


o- u-ftt, in a few days this imperious nec*£sUy 
vanished, and the noble lord ^himself pro- 
posed the addition of three oth e^ me mbers, 
in this ipanner it was that fhif^just and* en- 
quiring committee had fc epiiBtPied ! But it 
should be remembered that another admi- 
nistration of government had also taken 
place, whose*acts were to be enquired into, 
and yet the committee was to brHK>mposed 
a s before I TH i s , however* - wou Id nbreaft tyr 
be subject ot ^discussion, wh#n the commit- 
tee would by to be revived, and when it 
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would be most seasonable ft) state the parti 
cplar acts of that other administration that 
called for inquiry. — As to what had fallen 
from the noble lord on the subject of India, 
h6 saw no reason why the same course that 
had been incontemplMionlast session, might 
not be pursued IrV^his. But^feougn no in- 
convenience would Vesult teethe private bu- 
siness, and no breach of law had been com- 
MktcA-in the appropriation of the public- 
money, ffiN^wsone point upon which he 
felt, that it would be necessary for him and 
his colleagues to come to the house for in- 
demnity — he meant their having taken upon 
themselves to continue*the provisions of the 
American Treaty, jvhich bad expired since 
the dissolution. ‘ This treaty had been re- 
newed from time to time, and he trusted the 
house would admit the propriety of the con- 
duct of government respecting it, consider- 
ing the circumstances of our relations with 


ble lord alluded particularly to his conductub 
1 601, when Mr. Pitt went out of office. He 
should have recollected wjiat was the «itua- 
lion of the country at that time, andVhat 
was the conduct* of the refceding minister, 
who did not retire reluctantly from office, 
nor oppose his successors \jpith a view to 
force himself again into office. Had any 
attempt been made to bring his majesty to 
the bar of that house.? — As to the measura 
I of the noble Jord^die should solemnly and 
fjincerely declare, # that? if carried, it would 
nave proved- extremely dangerous to the 
church, because if was only the beginning of 
a system which was to be followed up by a , 
repeal of the Test acts on the first cenvciiieftt 
opportunity. Would the noble lord state 
that\ey would repeal the Test act ?— [Yes !] 
Then they could not think it surprising, that 
those who thought the repeal of those act* 
dangerous to tha Protestant church should 

* t, ■ - u:ii 9 n'i*L l — i i.,.j : j 


that country.' — Another topic of charge mariej oppose their bill. The noble lord had said. 


by the noble lord was with respect to (he 
Irish customs i but he was happy to Mate, 
that this bill could be passed without any 
violation of the order of this bouse, or of the 
house of peers, and without any inconve- 
nience to the public service. He proposed, 
that the bill should be brought in, and read 
a first time, after the debate this wight $ that 
it should be read a second to-morrow, 
and referred to % committee of the whole 
house on Monday next, in which case, the 
bill might bft finally passed on Tuesday se'n- 
night, the day next but one after the present 
bill would expire. — (Some marks of disscQj 
from the opposition). This bill had been 
parsed in a similar manner by the gentlemen 
opposite, last session. — The noble lord had 
objected to the dissolution, whilst the events 
that caused it were yet fresh, and whilst a 
cry existed, which had been termed a base 
cry, a false cry, and a beastly fry, but which 
h id pervaded a great majoj^j^ of the coun- 
try, and the noble lord had put it to him a%| 
a lawyer, and as a man, whether he thought 
that the concessions^) the Catholics uvra a 


vi^on of the king's coronation oath ? Ikh^ do 
tffough neither the indulgences , that had\ter 
hee^jmenj^ the Catholics, nor the conces' ' 
sums then jftoposed, were, or would be a 
viulat'on of coronation* oath, he would 
maintain, that if his majesty, the obligation 
of -whose oath was personal, thought them 
dangerousU) the church, they*ought not to 
be forcojjffipon him, on the authority of any 
ipinist^ — The noble lord hAl adverted to i¥)ble ] 
his conduct on ^former occasioiis/as inconsis- ment had 
tent, with hi* present conduct. ^But the no- example*, ; 


that the measure had been dropped ; but was 
it not to be taken up at a convenient oppor- 
tunity > He contended»that it was the duty of 
those who thought the repeal of the test* 
dangerous, to oppose this bill. But then 
they were told of thejnhuman cry that had 
been set up, and of the blood that might bo 
sp#t in consequence. If the cry were false, 
why had it produced such an effect, or 
spread like wildfire over the k ingdom ? It 
was hot tljp'^pech in p flrl i a mC nVyi'h or "tne 
address to4ils constituents at Northampton, 
of so humble an individual as hims'elf^tjiat 
could produce such an effect. Hq gave the 
gentlemen opposite credit for having brought 
for&Vrd the bill as a measure of conciliation, 
but he vvas convinced that the destruction of 
it had prevented the grievance. Though it 
might have conciliated o?t pftKy ,it woufcl hav^ 
encountered the mast detennmed opposition 
froii another, to his conduct in the 
year%[04, the measure that had then been 
adopttJ was only to allow his* majesty to 
take /ifo his pay 10,009* foreign tioops, 
somyof tli^nl Catholics. What had that to 


the eftabli/Ument-t It was only a 
jorary measure, Vesortcd tcM.dnring a 
Could any man^suppose that his ma-* 
^vould think of appointing anyone of 
orcigty officers as first lord of the ad- 
!y, or cotnniander in chief ? It was not 
ect of the late measure alone, bpt its 
lienees tjiat he apprehended. — Ano- 
k rge brought against ministeis by tha 


as, that th^inffil^nce of govern- * 
een exercised beyond all f^rnyer,^ 
k he l!te election. He was con- 

V 





rfr in the appointment of these gfficers, bnt 
1 dt majesty's present ministers, when out of 
' ^office, had recommended the measure, and 
slow they were in office they had adopted it. 
Bat the same officers that had been empky- 
ed before were appointed, and they liaraiot 
-been appointed until after the election, and 
this was the measiufe which the noble lord 
had represented as f an exercise of corrupt in- 
fluence at elections beytmdhll former exam- 
ple! The noble lord appeared to him rather 
rash in his pharge, and not to be acquainted 
with some of the acts of' his colleagues : what 
would the house think of the nomination of 
300, not inspecting, but surveying officers of 
taxes, who could not be appointed either in 
law, or in fact, till nn act of parliament 
should be passed to authorise the appomfc 
ment? What would they think of the de- 
signation of so many officers, previous to 
that parliament fchich waj to 
p^S6 the act, which was to authorise the ap- 
pointment of these* officers ? The appoint- 
ment had not taken place, because the act 
had not passed, and there remained for) the 
gentlemen opposite only to send lamenfRlVe 
letters of apojogy, where they had no longer 
the power to realise their engagements. 
Whether or not tbtee officers wertf necessary , 
hfe did not take upon him then to express 
, any opinion. — The noblejfofd had expressed 
his approbation of that expression in/ihe 
speech, which stated hisjmajesty’s determi- 
nation to cultivate J&e friendship of fl^ign 
^ powers, and yet ask;ed whether it vyds nXnnt 
* by that to insinuate that Ue lata gdvernnm 
bad been piilty of aqy neglect upon t 
hpad? Cerfimly no # insinuation or opinfcn*! 
had been intended one way or the other, jfnd 
he could truly say, that he agreed in e/efy 
sentiment expressed by the nobl£ lord ilton 
the subject. The noble lord had said, jfyat 
> ic.W^nteflded to \mpute blame to the site 
ministers, by the expression of hjs mapfety's 
regret introducejWnNN.the speech,yfar the c 
failure of the negotiation with tjfe Porte. 
*B»t undoubtedly,, /egret for tits ty6tlu$ t could 
1 not be construed to imply disa^ji obation of 





Ymt^however, that no case could be pro- 
dac$4; parallel to what, had been brought 
J^bsr|the' consideration of the last parlia- 
^ respect to the Hampshire elec- 

Thenobledord had instanced one case 
„ , 1 r r7 ~cting Mr. Grogan, but this was the first 
Word he had heard of it. The noble loid 
/ had then stated, 'that it was notorious that 
300 inspecting field officers had been ap- 
pointed to the volunteer force previous to 

tJm election; with a vie^ to influence the ^ 

^kfctors. There might or ibight not be me- j/eply, but unquestionably no suefr thing was 


the negociation, lie failure of which excited 
regret. But thetfthe operations in the §ea 
of Marmora, and in Egypt, had been intro** 
duced \ and here he could most conscien* 
tiously say, that infinite labour bad been be* 
stowed on the composition o t that passage, 
so as that it might convey £jr "account of the 
transactions historically, without imputing 
blame toany person. If the noble lord were to 
ask their opinion of these, ns military megto 
sures, it would not be ^it*8^1tJ#^iv£The 


^intended bythe passage in the speech. The 
noble lord had alluded to the military mea- 
sure w r hich had originated with his right hon. 
friend, and expressed his hopes that they 
would give it a fair trial. In all his observa- 
tions on this measure, his comparisons were 
founded on the cqpibined operation of the 
regular recruiting, and the measure which 
w r as then proposed to be repealed, and which 
conjointly, he still contended, afforded a 
more ample supply than the right hon. gent's, 
systenp. But as long as the measure of the 
right hon. gent, should be in force, no opinions 
of his respecting it should be suffered to im- 
pede its progress. As to the allusion of the 
noble lord to the part which he had taken 
on the question respecting Neutral®, and 
the triumph he seemed to feel, because he 
had not, og coming into office, adused the 
adoption of diffeFbnt measures, he had only 
to say, that he was then as fully convinced 
as before, that the measure of# the noble 
lord was wholly inefficient. Hating gone 
through the whole of the noble lord’s state- 
ment, he trusted the house would be con- 
Miiccd that he had made no case out for 
his amendment, and that they would there- 
fore reject it. 

Mr Windham offered himself to the at- 
tention of the house, in order to bring back 
the question to its real grounds. 'They were 
all agreed, as natural they should be, 
with respect to tffe prerogative of his ma- 
jesty todissohe his parliament. The hon. 
gent/ who seconded the address, therefore, 

1 1 W*given himself unnecessary trouble in^bs- 
t jjf'ussing a question of which nobody enter'* 
tained a doubt. His noble friend (lord H ow* 
jck) in quoting the opinion of IdufTStmi^rs, 
*that the dissolutiefo of paMui pift tt duiiug a 
session was illegal, had Adverted to that 
authority, to shew, that if such a lawyer en- 
tertained such mu opinion, the dissolution of 
parliament dining a session ought to be 
resorted to without grea* just i float i on N ^That 
was the argument of his nobiff friend, and' 
he maintained jm \ t it w«ts a sound one. The 
question th cane foie the house was, whether * 
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the dissolution was founlsd upon wise or ] When all these incowvenlencies were to b* 


good grounds. It was to ftis that he object- 
ed, and was about to state the grounds of 
hia objections. The question between an 
nual and septennial parliaments was a ques- 
tion only of.degrce, %o was jhe question be- 
* tween septenniaSqnd perpetual parliaments: 
but there was no rational proportion in the 
history of parliaments, between a parlia- 
"ttenLlof fou r mont hs, and a parliament of 
four yea^vJrte right hon. gent, had con- 
tended, that the arguments urged in supporj, 
of the former dissolution, applied with equal 
force to the late dissolution. But his noble 
friend had argued, thsft at the foimer period, 
a new crisis had arisen in the war. It was 
not a new war, but it was a renewed War ; 
and it was therefore desirable, that there 
should be a parliament, %vhich should con- 
tinue for some time, because it might be 
attended with inconvenience, that any 
change should take place in the public council 
of the nation, whilst such a contest conti- 
nued The doctrine of the right hon •gent, 
went to this, that the parliament should be 
changed until one should be found, that 
would accord with what he or any other 
person might please to state to be the opui'un 
of his majesty j according to this docrnne, 
there should be a new parliament with ever) 
new administration ; or, asjjad been grandly 
•nd greatly saif! by him, who said cvny 
thing grandly and greatly, the late Mr Buiko, 
we should ilb longer choose parliaments which 
might approved ministers, but choose parlia- 
ments to be approved of by ministers. 'J bye 
might be a crisis which would require the 
exeicise of this prerogative, as that in 17S4, 
when a difleience between the two houses 
threatened an obstruction to the progress of 
public business. He did not however say, 
that the measure wa9 justifiable in that in- 
stance, though it might be defended on the 
ground of that disagreejpsm between the 
two houses. For*liis part, he thought th^t 
the aristocracy had then leteived a blow 
from which it lia^ not yet recovered. »He 


I produced, there should be a good justifica- 
tion of the measure, if the Protesfent re- 
ligion was in danger, that would be a justi- „ 
fication of the ‘measure the ministers 
thought it was in danger, that would be a 
justification of them. * As to the cry of the 
Church in danger, he would reply to that 
by asking of the right hon. gent, himself 
did he really, and from his heart, believe 
any such thing When Dr. Johnson waa 
asked by some one, did he believe the an-* 
‘thenticity of Ossian’s Poejns ? he replied by* 
asking, Do yoif believe it ? in the same 
way, he would put it to the right hon. gent 
Did J^e believe that the church was in dan- 
The belief that every concession would 
_ nted to the Cathnlits, was the sole 
ground on which he had voted for the union 
with Ireland. That measure had added 
genms and wisdqpi to the pnfli«ment of Bri- 
tain, but these migfit well iiaye flourished 
in their own sphere and added to the patriot- 
ism and pride of theii native la«d In ilia 
opinion, nothing could have justified the 
union, but a belief that every privilege could 
be more «ecurely gian'cd to the Catholics by 
the untied pailiameitf, than by that of Ire- 
land. Tim was the opinion of Mr. Pitt, 
Mf. Burke, and Mr. Fox, the most distin- 
guished politicians that had adorned any 
country. And he would a«>k^ the noble se- 
ci ctary, ^lio had been* a pafiyTRHfJP Thb ~ 
measmes .of Mr. Pitt on th*s v very subject, 
how could he join in any cry that the church 
w as in danger from measures whjch fell far 
shout of those which Mr. Pitt had in contcmp- 
lafi^n > As to the defence which the right * 
lion. gent, had given for his silwice in 1801, 
when the same, and, indeed, mote exten- 
j pN-fc d, it was tjje- 
aRucouId hatdly be 
listened to jv it jS patience, even in any of 
tho&t com ts to wliich he had been accustom- 
ed. jHe was then In parliament, the friend 
of Mr.* Pitt, and though* the k\jte measuie 
did v fiot gv one twentieth part as far as that*. 


abaAld not say what might be the con wliich Mr. P**t proposed, stead of regard- 
fjuences, but certainly theie was reason uVrinJ; him as the bet saver o^tbq Piotestant 
fe^^jhayjic precedent would not be suffer- i:*c\h. he held him ug the only fit man m 
ed to remat neglected, and the late instance, tlyAcounhy to consolidate and direct it* 

4 J ' resources # lhe right Ron. gent, however, 

corfpdered tins appeal lofhe people an having 


shewed, thlfe^gf * principle was aggravated 
in each succesive application. But he wished 
to know what was the expediency of the 
measure ip the late instance,* when it pro- # 
duced>m the inconveniences of a general* 
t electd>n, all the injury to private property, 
and all-the detriment to publii morals, which 
such an event* was calculated Y> give rise to. j 


rmed the tiuih of his Opinions. put hej 
explaui adage, * *or pofiuli, vox dei 9 \ 
in a^icty U'ge and extensive sense indeed, f $ 
jf Ii^tconsidetid fffis ^J|n>eal to their\ 
dormanwrejudices as a decisive testimony' ^ 
ta the* jtfeljce fcf his opinions. It* seed**, v 

. . \ * 
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opinion of the ministers, on part of the etndpre ? No farther concession 
. occasion of the late dissolution, that it seemed was tcpbe granted, and the expect- 
. toy should take advantage of the cry cf atiorts of a great part of its population were 
Mf No Popery*’ while it lasted. They said, to be closea for ever. * Was it nothing to 
we must make' hay while* the sun shines : say to them, the door is for ever shut against 
the tide of popularity which seemed to run your claims, there is*no farther hope left 
in their favour might* otherwise have ebbed, for you ? * InAead of being alarmed/, bow* 
and left them dry on the beach. But what ever, and exasperated these declarations, 
must we think of men who could resort to he trusted tint* they would rather relv upon 
auch means in support of their influence ; the good sense of the.p eople of this cour^y r 
means which had produced for them that which, during the late declare 

sovereign contempt with Vhich they have r ed itself in their favour, and patiently wait 
• been treated by all sober and thinking men f for the wiser measures of other men. That 
J?or two successive parliaments they lutd stationary situation which the right hon 
abdicated their claims, and in fact declared gent, had recommended, seemed the worst 
their incapacity for conducting the affairs policy. It was perhaps, even worse than 
of government, and now they siol&jpmo going back, and re-enacting those penal 
‘ power under the despicable cry of 7* No statutes, which had long t^en abrogated, 
Pbpery.” What was the common reproach Whatever explanation the right hon. gent, 
which the enemies the constitution urged might put upon the doctrine respecting the 
against parliament ? Was it not, that it Coronation Oath, yet this doctrine had been 
was a body merely su&enftcnt to the will, of diligently propagated in pamphlets and ser- 
the crown ? * Yet the ministers, the close mons, and it had been said that it was posi- 
cif the las; parliament, had held out threats lively inconsistent with his majesty’s Coro- 
of dissolution, which f was to render it more nation Oath that any further concessions 
subservient. The house, however, were should be granted to the catholics. The 
not to be intimidated by such threats, and propriety of the late dissolution of parliament 
were in consequence dissolved. The expe- was the great question on the present occa- 
rimenf, however, which they had had re- si on, and on oilier topics that had been 
course to, had not produced the effect (hey introduced he would not now enter. Minis*, 
desired. The cry of the Church being in ters seeine.d to have adopted the doctrine, 
danger, had failed of its effect, and the that it was necessary to form a parliament 

the choice of tfte people had i that was likely to support them, and for 
not been worried and torn to pieces by the this purpose they had taken a moment when 
fanaticism which It was wished to excite, they thought the people would be rendered 
The cry of ** No Popery** had only been furious by religious zeal-— this was their 
heard in remote and comparatively unen- cluisen period. But he .trusted that the 
lightened places. What had happened rin doctrine which he had mentioned would bo 
Westminster? There, (though the result as much scouted and discountenanced by 
©f that election was certainly not what he parliament, as theory of “ No Popery” had 
could have wished had not much as been by the bulk of the people. — One word 
bfcen heard of.^^hough faintly uttered in as to the present situation and prospects of 
Middlesex, it had there tfeett equally unsjtc- the country. The present state of Europe 
ce&sfub In the county of Norfolk, dvith might* justly b^regarded as a dead calm, 
which he wag more immediately connected, such as usually prS&ded some terrible hurri- 
tbough several » Jjuot spirits amona the cane. Slioujd Bonaparte be able to subdue 
. tlergy hact endeavour A to expite the, rest of Europe, as was too probable, 

’’ propagate it, yet jdiey l*ad b^er/repressed Ins whole attention and 'efforts would ^Jjen 
by the moderatin' of that most enlightened )te directed against this country. - We wert 
ejuj liberal prelate, the* Bishop of Norwich/ therefore placed in a situation which required 
Those who were content to rise to poJver all the talents of the country (A/Zaugfty. tfle 
by inch appeals to the worst and most sofosfe- “had not used the express\on <ir ud , Lliinkingly ; 
less, passions of the people, wfere utferly he had done it on purpose, and he would 
unfit enjoy men t and exercise, the again repeat, that the situation of the country 

boftse W^,$«t*diy cycled upon 16’ reprobate demanded the*' exertion of All its Talents - 
such conduct by their vote thfite l^ight.^/But fcnd energies, and perhaps even tn^:ombinip 
/What roust * be tty effect of the pri&ciples^ ed talents of th« country would not b&isuffi- 
Which minister/ had this night po&laimed cient to rescue! it ftfem destruction, if its 
with ifcgard to Iceland, a SnosJ.^mpojtant resources shoiid fiwr any length of tim$ 
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into people vhojo^ ■ 

vakeel their king, and the principles on 
which he had so long governed this empire, 
returned the friends of nis ministers. A 
difference soon alter arose between the king 
and his Ministers 3 the consequence of which 
was their parting 3 but several members of 
the commons diose^ther to* adhere to theiC 
patmps the ministers, than to the principles 
on which their constituents, the people, had 
elected them. Tj’fjie natural consequence was an 
appeal to the people. dVootbei question, no 
|‘%ther pi mcipje was connected with this disso* 
lotion than the avowal of fbe late ministers, 
eft her you shall govern with us, or you shall 
not govern at all The hon. gent said h» 
should vote for the original address, and 
COttMbnently against the amendment* He 
saw 11T that amendment the coutinuance of a 
plan that first w'a? acted *on 111 3 784, that 
had often been repeated, often had failed. 


be placed under the directftn of the present 
ministers. 1 

* General Craufurd spoke In justification 
of the change of ministers. The late mi- 
nisters had brought his majesty before his 
late parliament to answer for that change, 
and a great portion of that parliament, 
though very far fVom a r^ajonty, having 
taken part against his majesty, an ap- 
peal to the people ^to decide between 
hiTtnaji?<ay aitf xffs late ministers, was 
rendered absolutely necessary. The peo- 
ple had proved tiue to the call, and he hoped 
the house of commons would acquit itself 
duly and honourably to»t he crown and to I he 
people. He had supported the late minis- 
ters from a high opinion of tlieir talents , he 
however condemned them for attempting to 
force themselves on the qg>wu, by compel* 
ling the crown to dismiss them. Oh 1 sub* 
lime patnotism, ending in political suicide, 


and confessed seif murder of tlueir body po- J and th it he sincerely Roped ever would fail. 


htic ! 

Sir Henry Mildmay rose to vindicate his 
charactei horn the aspeisious which the no- 
ble lord (Howick) had cast upon it. The 
noble loul ought in justice to have oomfnu- 
mcated to him his intention of countenanc- 
ing the scandalous libels uttered against him 
and htb hou. friend (Mr. S. Bourne) 111 the 
newspapers. Without such^iotice it was 
nit handsome to mention them teriousIy # in 
tlie house He gave notice, as it had been 
all eady his intention to do this night, that 
on Monday he would submit to tb* house 
the whole of tjie citcumstanc.es of ihe trans- 
action alluded to between him and the go- 
vernment. The result of the inquiiy would 
s>bew, that there was no foundation* for 
the scandalous insinuations utteied against 
them 

All . Dcnh Biown* said that lie was not a 
little suipnsed to hear the qoblf lord and the 
1 1 ght lion gent champions 

ol the cause of the* RodSan catholics, for . 
bunging foi w .11 d n measure, which those] 
who called themselves the repiesuitativesVd 
that Jpnly, declaicd # they tvould not thanluj 
thSm toi ; afld which mcasine, such as it 
was, they h^l openly abandoned for the de 
clarffi,^Tvow , M pui nosy, and for no othei , 
of retaining jftaccs and their power, 
theieby foisaking all < l unis tn independence 
as members of parliament* The piopnu) 
of the late dissolution of paihafticnt, which 
had been much dwelt upon this night, 
ajipearqpi to him to be easily resolved and 
uudei stood. Tl|c late minuter! had dissolv- 
ed the parliament they h id found when thev 
• Vor IX. V 


foiciug the constitutional light of the crowh 
to choose its own advisers, and •substitut- 
ing a faction of that ho^se to rule in its place. 

Lord Col In one, in a maiden speech, ob** 
served, that if any thing could tend to open 
the eyes ol the people^as to the mode in 
which elections were influenced by go- 
vcydhent, enough had been said to that ef- 
fect this mght, by the two parties into which 
the house Wfts divided He alluded t o thq 
nomination 1 of the JOO aurveyeiTW iSWS* 
and the appointment of 100*1 ftspecting Oft 
hcers. What the real motive of appointing 
these officeu was, whether foi mfluencing 
the elections or not lie would not say But 
this* much he knew, they were appointed 
before pail lament was dissolved* at lei 4 hr 
had been told by one gentleman before 
that period,* that he __ bo one of 

k Fit Id Ofhceis. fiOTH^ ci , after the 

1 chaigei ^md recriminations which 
en made, thought theic con Id br 
little doubt as to thfc motives aiid object of 
these .appointments Ibiuhc should etfer 
di piecate every intei fen nee of ministers in 
election coWeiais. /ilchgppd, tint as each 
fetitjr chaiged the mlipr with nujcing jobs 
wStb a view to influence Jhe elections, the* * 
conduct of both, in tldkiispect, would • bo 
rq Ru'^d into. lie hopfcd some third party 
would ansc, "which wouU*keep *duol from 
selfish mtciest, and s nC( urc places find Den* 
siofls ^ I ul^s the) artful uj>6u ddiSettt 
puiMijk* b^cduld not bA»Mly ^ippartei- 
tkr of Ac present pajMs JtyAih the ruUreft# 
and tlie am;, udment seemed fofltmobjectidn^w * 
able m s/jtne jjomfl, He di^>prc\ed of pre- f i * 


those 

*mur 
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jnAjMffe .txpedtiioamXgygt^ae of pw* os, t)^al«minJjuidd#MtaWe hope,, tfaat a 
«%Wht)b4iq»e censure on it, .white h* could great majority ot, those who were most pro* * 
Ml approve of ttys amendment, since he minent in rank# in talents, in property, had 
$ou!d not find fault with the exercise of the conspired with a great proportion of you t 
koyal prerogative in dismissing his late mi- physical feme, jqptinat the acknowledged 
Bisters and dissaving the parliament establishment of Gbucch and State. t Toed* 

Mr Grotto* pm, end spoke m (he follow* mil such a petition, is to peaptapfo anjNN 
tog effect I shall, M&Speaker, consider the curable evil. ** to infuse into two^rffjfj^l 
present question la two points of view# both of your fellow subjects, the principles aw 
is if regards the Catholics of Ireland, and as resources of an inextingnnhable beatijjty. 

It affects his majesty’s <Jatfe minister*. Jn To support this evil, great jegaJkit/ should 
peaking of their conduct, Pcannot suppress, be adduced by the advocate* ot disunion, or 
the feelings I entertained for them while hf at least better reasons than we have cither 
Office; neither can I be silent on the ciroufi* heard orfosmd in the speeches and produo* 
glances which led to, and attended their dis* tions of those who have thought it their ua» 
missal. I approve of that ministry, be* terest to promote ita Fo^, however yeuap* 
cause they preferred their principles tofeefer pfy your ingenuity, however anxfoift to 
placet. 1 approve ' of them because; ^hep *a*fi*W4he mischief which gentlemen bawg 
constitutionally refused to be restricted bp all c ea tme d to apprehend, reduce it to plain 
unconstitutional pledge. I approve of them Mat, analyze whatever either of dignified, 
because they Were since** in their wishes to profound, or learned, that has been advanb- 
bmte national strength, fiy national unam* <pd by your ecdesMCtics or your corporations, 
amity. 1 approve of them because they en- whatever ef w&tant or of research has been 
devoured to unite the people, and dissolve a m their addresses or tbeir communications, 
party; and I most approve of them be- to. this plain conclusion it must be reduced— 
eause they wisely ceased to prosecute the th& us the Catholic bill proposed by my no* 
justified claims of the Irish Catholics, when hie friend (lord HowickV there was a dan* 
Vbey were convinoec^the prosecution was ger from admitting opr Catholic fellow sub* 
highly inexpedient. * I say, his majesty’s jects into our armies, and into a participa* 
late ministers acted wisely in introducing a lion of the privileges of our constitution, 
measure, which in its origin, appeared What wealth* fact> The danger, eitfMu* 
highly practicable, and in withdrawing it, w dy, has, and does exist The Catholic* 
“SwfiSitn^Were satisfied it wpeforthe time constitute a great portion of your military 
impracticable. They proposed, it with a force. Jbey constitute almost the whole ot 
view to conquer, # aiid the* abstained from the fritidlifiitfo They beer a considerable 
precipitately pressing it, when they were Un* proportute fcnthe establishment of the Irish 
fortunately disappointed in that expectation. Yeomanry. dT hey have been admitted, by 
To this dilemteta they were reduced, that if the act of *703, to a participation of the 
the bill waa> expedient# Why not introduce civil rights of the constitution And# there* 
it ? and being expedient, why abandon it ? face, if the clamour which has been raised, 
fa laugh frw dip ' ministerial benches.] if the outcry which has been circulated of 
The hon. genuemen oq the opposite aide the danger arising foomthe catholic bill be 
may laugh, but I contend, jhat theirue in any part, extent, justified, that 

view of legislation and policy, is not ter push has been subfeUplial ipMfo^oydur establish* 
even a good principle too far; when there is jnent, to yotir amtyv tAyeur religion, for 
no opportunity *cf effecting the object, and the^last 14 years* ffoy, your country has, 
where the evils arising from the failure, for, that period, be/m *u a great degree de* 
must materially, detect from the benefits of /ended by those whom the alleged supporter* 
even ultimate * success v But, when I day of Church opd State have presumed to 
«down this position v 1 feel it my duty gtremi-, qrresent as their country's enec^es It hftt 
ously to oppose that/ principle, which, £t a, been their constant and, unceasfog fly, th^l 
ynoment when we hre surrounded wttli ene- min, inevitable ruin/ wyuldd&e the conae* 
mh^HBId assailed with dangers, at a* mo* quence of repaaling the disqualifying sta- 
ijjflprlfifo dfir best and surest safeguard ex* tutes agamdue Irish catholics. Let us ex- 
jflrm dtedeumterity of th£ people, ^ofeld amine the vaUdity of this apprehension, and 
Beat uie i *bea*£k§ of that <unanjpiity— - - v ascertain the length to which ititxpas* Jtf 
jK/ould, at theU*ate moment that it* divided rqin be the consequence of Catholic wndul* 
the public fefeilag, and distracted; the popu* gence, then il answer, you must retrace 
hrqnefgf# holdout to thtffoe ^rhomenaces your steps# you must undo. what the ton® 




m ^ 


md the pttHanfent batfe' alfc^yeftected for 
Catholic Jkhferaticto, you mist again, recur to 
your petttfttoj and ennui yoarjgrautt. Fot 
by such a reasoning, to thU-lmerenCe we 
must come, that if thelita. gdndemen, the 
^fonds of Church god State, refuse to re- 
petlthosfc grants, they mu^-^ve op their 
Wgtment, and if they* repeal thorn, they 
•fcuftt abandon their army. Botf however it 
htofoegn the ioceroatjof those Who opposed 
the OtmfaMfifvs introduced by my noble 
friend, mmisreprcteutit, yet in their face, 
and in the face of this house; I aaaert, that 
the measure Introduced in the&ft parlia- 
ment did not gd one atop farther, either in 
id provisions, or jts extension, than the 
Irish 1 Will of 1793. The case is plainly this, 
that iu opposing the late bill, you admkfofe 
strange principle, that disloyalty dMHwet 
exist amidst the lower classes of the Catholic 
multitude, but that it does pervade the high** 
er and more respectable description of that,] 
persuasion. They are aMdy tolerated, ft 
will be said $ they are permitted to enjoy 
the full exercise of their religious feelings* 
Tliis, I say, is not sufficient, nor is it the 
proper or enlarged View of that great and 
important subject. The Catholics of Ire- 
land are identified with the constitution "of 
the empire. They are our equals, our bre- 
thren, fully entitled to the pafljcipation of 
Civil rights, and foe enjoyment: of constitu- 
tional blessings. When, therefore, we are 
told, that they exist by sufferance^ we are 
giving ear fo an opinion which atfhkfcfcft fun- 
damental branch of the state and *f die na- 
tional security. Ine measure off the Union 
between the two countries mad* no change 
between the relative rights of tbe people. 
It made no alteration nor admitted of any 
infringement in the existing claims of foe 
Irish subjects. Ybntabfc foe Irish Catholic 
with his privilege*, **& casynow find no 
pretext for destro)titog 4W«tt.v The dangers 
which have been' SttnottSclto this measure^ 
are chimerical $ iffoey are real, they go 
to destroy the grejt' organization of your 
military system. Indeed the argument is so 
fSlae, that n6 drunken boaster* or corpora- 
tion orator,* with all their prejudices or their 
passions, cdfcld seriously gite* utterance to 
these alarms^i^mch Irnve been both 
mentioned and propagated. hy some appa- 
rently great politicians. For reasons, even 
they ate inclined to admit that the bill was 
tonosttouiT but that the minister who pro- 
pounded it was dangerous. 'Ibe noble lord 
fOastitereagh) *nd me right fdh. secretary 
{ifh Canning) could pot consistently with 
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directed their present hostility against the mi* 
nister, who had the sincerity |o act upon 
that prioeipte. .The right-on gent, the 
chancelkrw the exchequer, cannot adopt 
foe pKnttple of his colleagues, because it 
appearfoig with danger, and replete with 
ruin. I oohdole with him for his fears, hut 
can give no credit to foe validity of his state* 
ment. I catmotyftf a moment admit foe va- 
lidity of a statement* Ibe most hostile to the 
particular interests of I rdarni, and the general 
s|purity of the empire. I 'cannot, I say, as 
Unfriend of my own country, at solicitous 
for 1 its fame and fortune, give credit to -a 
paojfosition, monstrous in its conception* 
amlkstructive in its effects. As g member 
m Europe I protest against this unjustified, 
dangerous argument, which tends uuavwdr 
ably to deprive it of foe means of rescue and 
recovery tram thi aMhnipg and impending 
calamities with which it is threatened /{ 
feel proud that- with ail the temptation* with 
all the endeavours which have been so un- 
wisely and so impraperly'qaade, the expe- 
dient has not only proved unsuccessful, but 
hopeleHS There is not, I say, any disposi- 
tion on the part of tins country to qn<iml 
widf their Irish brethren on account oi rek- 
gion. Ihe good sense and liberality of the 
people have prevailed against t he m is ipplied 
zeal of the^xgbt, and foefot§rST»t^dbb^ 
tion of tbq .miserable politician. It 1 * foe 
victoiy of the unadulterated good senjje of 
the English people, over religious discord 
and unchristian lancour. All Church cries, 
haee, in every 'stage of society, been mis- 
chievous, $ calamity , has ensued although^ 
the object of their propagation was not ac- 
complished.* Though the tall 

bully lift their heac^ an3 hef*yet the annafs 
of <^ar history prt>v$ that they have injured* 

In the reign of Clfarles I. and II they crest- 
ed a 'party which dVerturned the establish- 
ments ef the country, and she$l the best 
blood of ifs people. In tbe reign of queen 
Anne, theWqaralyc d f th e ^energies of the 
parion, and rendefodT unavailing t die great 
factories of the dura of tyUrlborough. Tb* 
religious animosities onLEngland aggnndiscd 
thS power of France, ahd led to tij it depo- 
sition of Europe* which now alarms us with 
its tremendous effects In 1780, foe cry of 
Popdfy” was nearly successful, Tn de- 
fending tb^ cnurch, by gaming ‘ tbe city- s 
Religious alarms are m* fMeftbru of greet ’ 
or ^comprehensive minds j Uray originate ip t, 
low malicious ctaning, agd operate ou ig- 
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norant irritability- It is not on religion 
they are founded, because they are general- 
ly the expedients, of the depraved. They 
are hatched whh the hope of delusion, and 
are the worst political vice^baptized. There 
is nothing profound, nothing wise, nothing 
dignified in their influence ; nothing to ex- 
cite public spirit, or to stimulate to great ex- 
ertion. They call forth no proud or ho- 
nourable energies, arjd have not embattled 
on their side, even the* manly vices of the 
country. I rejoice to tind that the people of 
this kingdom have not fallen into the snai/’, 
which was laid with &o much art and dupli- 
city to entrap them. In my country -\he 
wicked attempt has not only failed, but the 
opposite principle has triumphed. . Th* peo- 
ple of Ireland have not only scouyft the 
abominable yell, but have avoided a policy 
which might haVe been dangerous to the 
general intercut/ They have not answered 
' folly by folly ; when you wrote upon your j 
walls, “ No Popery 3" they dicknot retort the 
cry of “ n No England.’ ” They*' left an idle 
bugbear to perish by 4 its own imbecility ;*nn 
unfounded calumny to be defeated by its ap- 
propriate incredibility They disdained to 
make a serious comment upon senseless cant. 

I do not pretend to*say that there were not 
some amongst them who entertained Wang 
feelings, upon the rejection, or rather the 
withdrawing of the Catholic Bill, but I 
^¥*0 nl e fitTT ft a l p till, great body the liish 
people w ere so far satisfied, as not to be dis* 
6u a U‘>ficd, and that their conduct evinced a 
great and striking tenacity of good order, 
and the love of national peace. The Col- 


my country, ijfreat with respect the feel- 
ings of those v[%k> differ from me. I con- 
demn the principle, but do not deprecate 
the authority. To the people of England I 
say, that the Irish Catholic never has enter- 
tained the opinion that they were hostile to 
his emancipation. He could' hot suppose 
that though yoy* first removed the parliament 
under the (pretext of releasing him from reli- 
gious disqualification^, you would afterwards 
declare not only war against that' religion, 
j but hostility against his constitutional free- 
I dom. Bew'are of that hostility; it will be 
j only a division of public interest, and a di- 
| minution of natio«al strength. Extend 
1 that feeling of sympathy which I rejoice to 
1 see so strongly exemplified amongst your 
people. Bv so doing, you^will compensate 
■ ibr the clcfectiqji of allies, and the failure 
of expeditions; you will fortify that great 
j western barrier, which is best calculated to 
Counterpoise the destruction of the balance 
of power, and behind which :ne secured 
notaonly your own immediate advantage and 
| security, but the reversionary interests of 
; Europe. Let your ecclesiastics, corporations, 
statesmen, and great dignitaries, consecrate 
it. For, unfortunately, should you recur 
to an unjust and illiberal policy, instead of 
a manly and enhuged system, you will not 
only fill upjjie measure of your own over- 
throw, accelerate the me ans of your own 
subjugation, but actually destroy the hopes 
i of the civilized world, and lone the globe 
! itself. Under these impressions 1 give rny 
ardent and sincere support to the amendment 
of -my noble f riend 


lege of Dublin would not address the tlwouo 
. on the mivisterial change which lud taken 
place ; the seat of learning would not dis- 
• grace ttsel| u ^v. L*rdlng supportSo thL vulgar 
*and abominabir cry of f the Chuieii »n Dan- 
' ger. They vv ho were wthl acquainted^ with 
the precepts and intere.ds of religion; knew 
best to defend that religion by a rcli&ions 
dignity apd a Christian moderatijfi. They 
wisely sepai a ted an inviolable revet enee for 
their King froru^i^ay och vrjghtA i > a despii a 
ble court intrigue, 'li ly city of Dublin also 
^disbelieved this churen alarm, and even me 


Lbeiieved this cl’ur^n ala 
most illiberal, '] myself found free from the 
animosity of religious madness. Jt was 
true that the corporation voted* an address* to 
tJwMhrone; but though bound to my coun- 
try by the ties oL.honours conY&rrcu ior^er- 
vrccs performed^ and though 1 catf dilli'T* 
&iiom any parjfr vny constituents but wjth 
; regret, jet**! will boldlv say, that my own 
Opinions on th^i subject, tore tjie opinions of 


Lord Milton declared that he should con- 
sider himself guilty of a dereliction of his 
duty to the great and independent body of 
freeholders who delegated to him the impor- 
tant trust of representing them, if he •aiiVeicd 
a question which brought the conduct oi 
liL majesty’s* ministers into consideration, 
to pass without fits decided and hum unequi- 
vocal animadversion. The right lion, chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, had cavilled and 
eudeavimied to prove,' that the penotV when 
himself uttfl Ins colleagues had dared; to 
advise hi * majesty to dissolve tjie last parlia- 
ment, was the. least likely li^nterfiipi the 
public business. But' tl^^'harge against 
them was not only the interruption which 
the public business leecived by that measure ; 
it went furtiier; it arraigned them of post- 
poning that measure, until theyMiad ascer- 
tained their* strength, and then rarurring 
to a dissolution, because tliry were unable 
to meet the support of an independent 
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parliament. When unabli to new model | shrunk, left him as clear of ’ imputa- 
that parliament, they resold to this profli- tion, as if he had never been accused. if 
ghte and corrupt exercise orthe pre.ogn ive. the tribunal was competent, if the prwsecu- 
The noble lord observed, that the kings tion was not lemiss, it the verdict was not 
speech contained an intimation of an intention incomplete, if there was any thing in En- 
to revive the Comntinee of Finance; but giish justice, it was that an individual so 
this passage in the speech hetam idered .is a acquitted could not again be arraigned. He 
kind of lure for public creditin', and insert- looked upon the resolution against lord 
cd solely to catch the eye; for Melville as virtually annulled by lus Jord- 

vjtft reformation or improvement of any ( ship’s acquittal, or ,he should long since 
kind cdbkl v be*' expected from ministers | have moved for its erasure from the Journals , 
whose first act on coming into power was [a cry of move now, move, from both 
the introduction into liis majesty’s councils kidcs of the house.] He should move, 
of a person stigmatized and pronounced Imit that he thought the fesolution already 
guilty of mak- practices by the house of 1 aljtuflled. If tile noble lord thought other- 
commons? What could be expected, he I wise, let him name a day; and ire would ’ 
.begged -to ask, tro.n ministers who had thus be fready .to go into the question with him 
-set the authority and decision of parliament upoft a resolution of censure upon his majes- 
at defiance, in order to,, accomplish their ty's iflinistcrs for the recall, 
own ends; quite regardless, as the fact had My. Bathurst would dbnfine himself en- 
proved, of the substantial interest of the tircly to the consideration" o£ what the pre- 
country? It was truly laughable, if I15 sent ministers hSd dbne; the question pf 
could l’ora moment treat so important a their appointment having been already decid- 
questiem with levity, to hear them sa* that ed. He would judge hi? majestyis ministers 
they had appealed to the sense of the country : by then acts and tjie only act of theirs 
what, make an appeal to the sense of the that could come now under consideration 
country, surely ministers must have meant was the dissolution of parliament. This 
that they appealed to the nonsense of the act he thought justifiable under the peculiar 
country, for it was from that chiefly circumstances of the case, and it was enougjx 
they received support and co-operation. In fii^hiin that it was justifiable, to induce 
a few places, they had indeed gained some him to vote in favour of the address and 
advantage immediately after the dissolution, against the amendment, 
from the abominable cry of “ No Popery,” , Lord Pollington was • sorry *To \ iiea'r me 
but at a time a little more remote from the name of The sovereign brought forward in 
dissolution of parliament, they failed in most the discussions of that libuse, a thing which 
places to accomplish their object, because should never be done without absolute De- 
mon began to reflect seriously, and tc^exa- cessity. He thought the late dissolution a 
mine coolly into the nature of the appeal , very great interruption to private as well as 
made to the country. It was impossible in public business in that house ; $nd he took|k 
a country so distinguished for sound judg- occasion to observe, without saying who 
ment, and strong understanding, ns this was the catfee of it, thafr^o cjy of tr No 
was, that deception could be long practised Popery,” was an infamousvfiu. 
with success, and accordingly, the first mo- general iio/icPauvertcd to what had been 
incuts of deliberation and enquiry dissipated said- on the subject of lord Melville’s trial, 
the mist of hypoerwy, aRd exposed to public That noble lord bad been punished, and 
view the design of ministers. — He begged twice unjustly. He w r a*»»pumshcd belore 
pardon for trespassing so long on the pmc trial, which nobody could dispute was un- 
of Uhc house, but # he could not forego this just. Hc^’ aspimislied ^ft^r he was acquit- 
t»j)poriunil/ of shewing to hjs constituents ted, wdnch nnjust # ; this he 

and to thg nation, the opinion which lie meant to refer to vHut lyiJl been said of that 
enteftainec^of men, w'hose v first act, as he noble lord, under theVauthority of the late 
had alrcadv'H^tec^ was to recall to his ma-' administration. lie t trough t f hat the most 
jeAty’.i councils, profligacy and corruption. prominentias well as thtfmost beautiful part 
Mr. H. S. I) inulas hoped the house would of our constitution, was the administration of 
excuse him, if he was unwitting to suffer a | justice undift it ; but tv<in that had not re- 
moment to pass without replying to wjiaf strained the ? party rage the late adminis- a 
Jiad just fallen fioiu the liable lord. He tralion. The impraubinraf of that noble’ 
contended that the acquittal fit The impeach- lord had been cairied on by (forty, aided by , 
luent? from which lord Melville had not no inconsidgraMe share o£ personal vanity $ 
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4wft«t»der that impnesston certain gentle* 
mien acted, or they never wotrid have be- 
-come prosecutors.^- 

Tiie Speaker reminded the ton. geiMwal 
*hat he had transgressed the boundaries of 
order, in imputing unworthy motives to any 
hon. member of that house. 

Mr. Croker was happy to find the address 
now before the house unobjectionable, for 
it had been objected tp, and the amendment 
Was brought forward on ,the part of the late 
administration, to censure the conduct of 
the present $ when they, the late 'adminif.- 
Oration, dared riot brings forward any qfte 
measure of their own while in power $ $or 
this opinion he appealed to the house, whe- 
ther that was not the view of t|ie mbtion 
for this amendment, whether it did npt re^ 
late purely to what passed formerly, and 
which, whether ri^ht or wrong, could not 
now be altered* and therefore there could 
be no good in discussing it ? And yet, such 
was the course which was recommended to 
us by opposition, at a time when the map of 
Europe was only nno/her word almost for 
the map of Frauce ; thus it was proposed 
that the time of the house should be taken 
up in hearing contests for places and power. 
Kluch had been saicTabout the secret advi- 
sers of the crown, lie wished to know Wic- 
ther it was to be contended that it was un- 
constitutional for the king ever to have any 
— ari f i tter t^WSvas unknown to the house of 
commons ; or would they call his majesty 
to the bar of that bouse on any subject in 
wbVch his adviser was unknown ? If that 
was constitutionaldoctrine, it was unknown 
^ohim. Conduct had been observed that 
^was infamous, as a noble lord had elegantly 
^expressed it. Now, as to Ireland, he would 
venturis to sa^ » to political matters, 

fhar descrip?ioit-vwas‘inucj) more applicable 
to the late than. to the present administra- 
tion. And as to what hdd been said or the 
family at Wexford, whdse name, from the 
pronunciation 'of* .the noble lord, he «did not 
understand, he would invite the noble lord 
to look at the l^^ glcct j,cy bjjlpwfe for Wex- 
ford. rmdlher^ he wtj^ltt’.'iijuthe conduct of 
.the late aciministV^tion m its true light. I will 
psk, said the hon. g#nt., the noble lord not 
tu mterterein any of our concerns in Ireland ; 
we are friends of ‘peace, and 1 therefore ad- 
vocate the non-ad^cating of the noble lord. 
As ho what had b^en said by the right Wbn. 
gent. (Mr, Grattjfn) he hacf tojd thcr house* 
that minister*;, b^.W«-subjcct of the catholiqs, 
must eitliei^bandon their arguments or 
abandon the arn^v. There was no occasion to 


do either. Laaftyear we had heard the same 
sentences on tlpe same subject 5 we .were 
told that we should by refusing what waft 
asked, paralyze the army, and dismantle the 
navy $ but there was no truth in it. Wfe 
were told also that we should not inherit out 
country, and*fhat the inhabitants should be 
deprived of thf.tr mother. It was in vatti 
to talk of fjp«As or armies, the only tiling to 
give tranquility to Ireland was unanj^iy^in 
that house. Emancipation 1 ipight fto some- 
thing, but without unanimity nothing would 
be effectual there. He was a friend to the 
most general toleration that could be desired 
by any statesman : he did ’ sincerely hope 
to see the day when the happy work would 
be completed of the emancipation of the 
catholics $ but more had bemi done already 
for them in his majesty's gracious reign than 
at any former period 5 more had been done 
for the dissipation of bigotry than in any 
former reign. He wished for th«* inhabitants 
of Ireland the full behefit of the constitu- 
tion dike other men, but that was a thing not 
to be accomplished in half a session of par- 
liament. He did not blame the late admi- 
nistration for their motives in the late mea- 
sures they offered on behalf of the catho- 
lics, but it had a singularly unfortunate ef- 
fect, for it disgusted those whom it professed 
to relieve, and enraged those whom it dis- 
appointed. There had «becn much art 
made use of to mislead the Irish people. 
There was a person of the narnvt of Keogh, 
who had delivered a speech to the Catholics 
in Ireland, and that speech had been after- 
wards made up into a pamphlet, which was 
of the most treasonable and rebellious ten- 
dency that ever disgraced the country in 
which.it appeared, and so the house would 
say if they read it ; but the house of com- 
mons attentively perused large folios on 
the affairs of Jndia, while it would not look 
at a small pamphlet on those of Ireland. 
It was owing to^inflaftimatory harangues, 
'however, that men committed such excess- 
es.; and those who committed them were 
not genuine Irish catholics, but they - were 
French Demagogues, Jacobins; and Frenfeh 
emissaries* They had at one 4 liflie, how- 
ever, been so furious, that tW; right hon. 
gent, himself (Mr. Gratjan), could not : go 
to the Irish house of commons without his 
sabre, for which reasons, Ireland should 
give a speci often of at least ten yearsT with- 
out rebellion, before she could >easonably 
look for emancipation : ten yeprs was but,, a 
short period m probation on 'such an occa- 
sion, if was only three years# beycpdHhe pe* 
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riod of a common apprenticeship. But it did not bdieve his ill^reatment at Bristol' 
had been said that his majes|r had been un- was owing to any such cry. * 
favourably advised towards As Catholic sub- Mr. Ryder said, that when his right bon. 
jects. Had gentlemen forgotten the series friend; the preeent chancellor of the exqhe- 
o( indulgences his majesty had been graci- quer, consented to continue as attorney-ge- 
ously pleased to shew them ? Had they neral, when Mr. Pitt came last into admini&» 
forgotten what his majesty dick.in the year tration, he did so under an express stipule 
1780, when he became thetbold defender tion that if the Catholic measure should be 
of his Popish subjects against ^’protestant brought forward, he should oppose it. Gen- 
mob. By this and by qtheracts, all ranks tlemen on the other s i dp of the house com* 
of his majesty's subjects, of whatever per- plained of the manner in which the Cathor 
suasion, were sure of benefiting by his pa- lie bill had been opposed; it was their own- 
rernal solicitude for his people. These fttjlt for bringing it forward ; they produced 
were his sentiments ; and he uttered them, eflh-y thing they flow confplaincd of. A» 
not with a view to please ministers, for he toffee late administration, as a body, he had 
knew none of them personally ; he did not to observe, that some of them were great 
think that he ever was in the same room men * but they were made up of discordant 
with, any of th?m; certainly he had 116- materials: like those of 1784, they promi- 
thing to ask of them ; Ijut he delivered seel n fjbod deal, depended upon themselves 
these sentiments on the pure principles of much, but produced but little, and they met 
independence. He should oppose the much the same fate, their* dismissal being 
amendment, and most heartily support the followed by a dissoltrtion of parliament, 
address. Wirh regard to the leading member of the 

Mr. Stuart Worthy took notice of what late administration, the late Mr. # Fox ; of 
the noble lord (Milton) had advanced con- his talents there was Uit one opinion ; of 
cerning his constituents. * That noble lord their application, a great variety, in oppo- 
had impressed the house with an idea that sition, he had done much mischief. In go- 
the majority of the landed proprietors, and ^eminent he might have clone much good ; . 
of the commercial interest in the county of but really, with the exception of the Slave 
York, as stated by the noble lord, was in fh- Trad<£ bill, and the New Plan of Finance, 
vour of the late administration • though the which was a good measure, although the 
noble lord had obtained a majority, it arnSc defects of it were numerous, he knew of no 
from the misconception ol the clothiers, public measure that reflected borioutf on *tne 
with respect «.© the conduct of one of the late administration. 

candidates, Mr. Lascelles. But surely this Lord Temple said, the* question befqye 
was no proof whatever that the lats iniiiis- 4 the House had been amply discussed, and 
ters were more popular than their sucotfs-* he would only make a few observations in 
sors. vindication of the late Administration. The 

Mr. William Smith agreed w ith the right cry against the Catholic bill had hpen raised 
hon. gent. (Mr Bathurst) that the question by the present ministers for the purpose of 
lay within a very narrow compass, but differ- injuring thos? who proj^rL.xl .it ^HtSW far 
ed from him in his view of it. He did not that cry had succeeded wfliud be proved.* 
think that the question lay, in t he first in- He should, however, think the house di- 
stance, between the king and £is ministers, graced itself if it di T not approve of the late 
though the present ministers had made it a ^ministers, as no fair pfelonce hadybeen stated 
colour to answer their own views through- . for the imputations cast on them. # 
out the country. In saying this, he had n*> Lord Henry Petty rose, and said, before 
occasion, on'his own # part, to quarrel with he offered ter in exuue^pagticulars rela- 
tion for the dissolution, because.it afforded tive -to the latl /S ^n^nisifcation, # lie felt 
him an opportunity of proving again the anxious to hear what ftyasoij.could be assign- 
high^bpbiion *vhich his constituents enter- eel for the late act of dissolving the parliament 
tained of his Consistency and opposition to without any apparent cause; but no safis- 
thp-system supported bv the present minis- factory observations had transpired on that 
ters. He asked the present administration subject. The Catholic bill had been disc^ss- 
what they had made of their ciy of “ No cd ftst sessiofr parliament, and if any ’ 
Popery** at Bristol, Liverpool, Westmin- animosity hac^bcen excitedln the country, 
ster, and Middlesex ? He was .decidedly in it yas by the character giiwiAfthat bill, not 
■ favour of the amendment. 1 • by the bill itself. Jr would ortar that # no 

Mr. Bathurst explained, and said tliat he cry had been raised against t&e bill when is 
• % • 
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/*»« fifst proposed in parliament ; but the this, that it nfjight not be supposed his 
tight hon. the chancellor . of. thef exchequer majesty's government had no opinion op the 
.and his colleagues had opposed it, as the subjects alludedno by the noble lord That 
means of getting into office. An allusion opinion might in due time be expressed; 
was made by h noble lotrd relative to the bui-he would no* have it understood that hia 
opinion of lord Somers. He had read the majesty** ministers W<tre pledged to any par- 
passage from lord Somers, who stated that j ticular proceedings. He alluded to the libels 
the parliament' ought not to be prorogued, 1 which had appeared against himself and his 
until the petitions before the house were , friends n&ppohim. With regtrd to one 
satisfactorily an swere^. He was inclined to j which bad Deem published, in order tc^jn- 
give credit to the statement, for he found i sinuate, that he bad in' a certain catfcTbeen in- 
it corroborated by historical fact. Willi re- j flnenced by a corrupt motive', if the noble 
spect to the observations which fell from tb£ j lord (liowick) had searched thf* records of 
chancellor of th£ exchequer, relative to the j his office, he .would have found that that 
appointment of 300 Surveyors of Taxes,.*lie | proceeding had originated in an act signed 
. would state the fact : in the summer bewe by the hand of Mr. Fox. t 
the last, not owing to any communication Mr. 1\ Grenville replied to the observa- 
with the treasury, the Board of Excise pro- ti 6 ns of the last speaker, fiid particularly 
posed to the treasury a scheme for improving complained of tfae insinuations thrown out 
the revenue., by 1 * the appointment of the against tiie late administration, with respect 
officers alluded to The plan was adopted, to (he expeditions to Turkey and Egypt. He 
*nd recommendation's wefe given represent- remarked, that the opinion which had fallen 
ing persons' fit to become surveyors. Their from the light hon. secretary, respecting 
appointments were not made rout, but letters the subject of Turkey and Egypt, was very 
were written, stating that attention should different from that stated by the chancellor 
be paid to the recommendations. He con- of the exchequer. The latter right lion, 
sidered this circumstance advantageous to gent, had disavowed any intention to impute 
the revenue, and was anxious to submit to^blameon the late administration with regard 
any investigation th? right hon. gent, might to those points. The language ot the right 
think fit to bring foi ward. hon. secretary was however very different. 

Mr. Cbmiing replied to the principal argu- He brondljrj^sinuated censure. This con- 
ments which had been urged in support of ditct he could not but regard as highly un- 
^meflUtfient. <Hc alluded to the different justifiable. If no blame was meant, why 
accounts which had. been giveu^of the late make the insinuation r He trusted that either 
change of administration. At one time, no insinuation would be made, or that a direct 
the* honourable gentlemen stated, that they charge would be bi ought forward. If a 
had voluntaiily retired from office, and at cfowiwt charge of censure was advanced, his 
another, that they had waited until they friend* knew how to meet and refute it. 
were forced to abandon their places. They Mr. Width end observed, that a noble 
might choose which of these cases they liked friend of his (lord Milton) had been spo- 
best, bu» he allow tlfem to take to ken of in terms of great asperity, because 

thcmselve§Tofrr-all the grace ot resignation., he alluded to his constituents, and spoke of 
and all the grievance of dismissal. Thplat- them, it was said, as if nobody else in the 
ter, however, was theevefnt. They hud stuck house had constituents. He would ask. the 
with great obstinacy to Uidr situations, and right hon. secretary, ifi he had constituents 
a main objection which seemed to be urged iji the sense in which the word was under- 
age nst some of his friends was, that they «tgod by the noble lot d ? When the right 
wanted that first qualit y pf gjqafratatcsmcn — hon. secretary had, in pursuance of lw» au- 
tenacity of pl.^e/j !f l r Ac uyrfo the objection dacious and unconstitutional tlireat, sent ttoc 
«of a untile lorrf ^.CocWanc) in alluding to members of the last parliamentjjaek to their 
Constantinople and Jrgypt, that the address consiituents, did he himself vjnturd fr> ap- 
seemed to imply a /ensure on his majesty’s peal to any popular bofiv ? The noble re- 
late ministers, wrth respect to 4 tbc distrilm- crctaiy of state near him had once ropresent- 
tion of tljfc military and naval force of the ed a populous County in Ireland, and had 
fcouiftry, be observed, liiat shell terhiftily afterwards liken rejected. But it did pot 
was not the object of the address. t It hacf appear, with all the anxiety of the present 
merely been Lt&VKk\\ to stale lu» v ts wijh administration to appeal to the sense* of the 
regard to tlynitiiatiou of this count ty and of people, licit Tj*e noble vr scour, <t had thought it 
Europe. He lagged, however, 141 saying l uivifcabie to submit his conduct to tbe judg- 

* ' . , ‘ j / 
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meat of bis old constituents in the county of 
Down. He alluded to wh& had fallen from 
st noble lord lately returneclfor the populous 
city of Westminster. It appeared, that nei- 
ther the amendment nor the address were ca- 
pable of satisfying that noble lord. He did 
not like the former, because he thought that 
to adopt it, would imply § that the house 
approved of the conduct ot tlir-V-fte ad minis- 
try ion. He condemned the^address, on 
the otlic* hand, because it seemed to contain 
a censure oA the employment of the force 
of the country. In this dilemma, he was 
at a loss to conjecture how the noble lord 
would act ; perhaps lie would think it his 
duty not to vote at all. He alluded to the 
late contest for Wexford, and stated, from 
a paper which , he held in his hand, that 
Mr. Ormsby, the solicitor for the forfeited 
estates in Ireland, went down to the elec- 
tion, and personally w-aitedon Mi. Grogan 
for the purpose ot influencing him to sup-1 Brand, hon. Thos. * 
port the ministerial candidates, by a promised Buubury, sir Chas. 
of the rc-assignment of the estates of the 
late Cornelius Grogan, liis brother, which 
were forfeited. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley declared* that the go- 
vernment of Ireland had not interfered, nor 
given any instructions to Mr. Ormsby upon 
this subject : had any improper use been 
made of that influence, it was unknown to 
government. , • 

Sir John Newport said, the letter of Mr. 

Ormsby was# perfectly compatible with the 
fact, and he called upon the right hon. bart. 
to deny it if he could. He challenged the 
right hon. secretary himself to shew 
contrary, and said, that the first object of 
the government was to dispossess him of ihe 
confidence of bis constituents, bulthey failed 
in this as well as almost every other effort 
of a similar nature, and the proof of the 
fact was, that he had fourscore more votes 
on his last election, than he Jhad when lie 
was chancellor of tfu* Exchequer for that 
part of the United Kingdom. The abuse of*] 
the constitutional power in that country was 
most scandalous and disgraceful, and the 
p aim ary object of the government was to 
carry their point by the worst Vind of in- 

The question beidg loudly called for, the 
house divided, when the numbers were. 

For the original Address — * 350 
Against it — 


of the Exchequer gave notice, that he 
would* ort Tuesday next, submit a motion 
for the consideration of the house respecting 
the revival of the Committee of Finance.— 
Adjourned at 6 o'clock on Saturday morn- 
ing. 

List of the Minority . 
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nousr OF COMMONS, f . 

Saturday, June 27 . 

[Minutes ] Lyrd Folkestone gave notice, 
that he should *on Monday move, that the 
papers relative to the Affairs of india, com- 
monly called the Oude Papers, be re-print- 
ed. — Mr. *Leth bridge presented a Petition 
from Mr. Palmer of the Post Office, praying 
for public money, as a remuneration for his 
services. The petition, and also the pro- 
ceedings of the committee to whom the 
matter had been referred in the year J Jij 7, 
were ordered to be printed ; and the lion, 
member gave notice, that he should on 
Tuesday move (or the house to go into a 
Committee, fo take the same into^considera- 
tion. — Sir S. itomiJIy presented a petition 
from. J 30 persons * confined for debt in tin; 
King’s Bench Prison, 54 of whom were 
charged in execution, and the remaining 76 
on mesne process. They were ready, lie 
said, to givq, up all their property to their 
creditors, who refused to consent to their 
being J\tjgl : t> uii such terms : 112 of 

tKe number baa families dependant upon 
them for support, and the number of their 
children amounted to 3-17. The petition 
prayed for tension ol the laws of debtor and 
creditor, 1/ wt^-his wish not t > ha\e pic- 
sented tlii -» petition, because it had been 
said in another pla<;gi fbaf hej^d' it in con- 
templation, to Urir'g ii^'ainSmto alter and 
amend these laws* v^hepj in fact, lie had 110 
.such intention. 1 he reason why he did npt 
bri nrj forward set h a measure r was, that 
he had'hot been able to discover anv effectual 
remedy for the very great evil complained 
of. fiowever, as, the pet^iobeis wei*e 
desirous tlut he. should present • theii 
petition to the jin*, x-, h- thought it ho, 
duty to corner with their request, though 
he should not foMowiL up with any mo- 
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linn, except thatlit should lie on the table. 
He had presented the petition on the earliest 
opportunity, irt older that, if the business 
should be taken up by parliament, gentle- 
men might have the most ample time possi- 
ble afforded for directing' their attention to the 
subject. 7 he* petition was then brought up, 
ard oiderei^to lfe on the table. — Lord How- 
ie* thoi , ght\^' , necessary, in order to judge 
of the nature of the t elution to be proposed 
by the chancellor of the exchequer on Mon- 
day next, relative to Private Bills, that the 
house should be in possession of information 
respecting the actual .state of the private 
business at the late dissolution. As lie did 
not suppose there could he any objection to 
the production of the information he lequir- 
ed upon this head, he should Vnove, “ That 
there be laid before the house, an account of 
all the Private Bills, which were in theii 
progress through that house on the 2/lh of 
Apnl last, specifying the stages to which 
they had severally arrived ; and of all the 
Private Bills, that had passed, hut had not 
received the royal assent.” Ordered. — Lord 
Howick adverting to the statement made on 
the preceding evening by the chancellor of 
the exchequer, relative to the conduct of 
government in having acted upon the pro- 
visions of the American 7’rcaty bill, after 
that bill had expired, thought that the house 
should he made ncquaiiitetf'with the extent 
to w hieh siu h prov isions had been acted upon 
without the author ity of law. This information 
would be necessary previous to the discussion 
of the bill of indemnity, which the light lion 
gent, proposed to bring forward. He did not 
imagine there could be any objection to the 
pindudion of Copies of all Oiders from Ilic 
different Public Offices, since 1 lie 'ifth of 
April, for the Collection of Duties not autho- 
rized by law. The Chancellor ol the Ex- 
chequer did nqt apprehend that theio was 
any other order; but the Order of Count 'll, 
edited the 2/th of May, Tor cor. I inning the 
legnlations of the act that had expired, till 
other provisions should he pit pared by par- 
liament, that could be produced on this sub- 
ject, and that order he held in his hand, and 
had brought down topresuit to the house 
this daj. The chaiKvllo* of flip exchequer 
then prerented the Older of Council which 
was ordiacd to lie on the table, and to be 
printed. — Lord Ilowick moved, that there 
be laid befoie^lus house, an account shew- 
ing the amount of all sums of money that 
have bc‘*n issued at the receipt of th^ Ex- 
chequer to fill* paymaster general of the 
forces, the treasurer of the navy, the trea- 
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surer of the ordnance, and for all other pub- f f victory obtained by the troops under his 
lie services, between the 28th of April and tC eommafid against a superior French force 
the 2/ th of Juno instant ; spicifying the fund'* ,4 upon the plains of &{uida, on the 4th 
out of which the same hive been issued. “ day of July 180(5, and of the valour and 
Ordered. — Mr. Rankes gave notice, that on “ skill displayed Jby him nil that occasion, 
Monday next, he should move for leave to recommends it "to his faithful Commons 
bring in a bill to prevent t bfi granting of “ to enable his majesty to make provision 
Places or Offices in re verst <yi. It had also “ for securing to the said sir* John Stuart a 
been his intention to give notiir^jf a motion “ pension of 10001. per annum for the 
for the revival of the Finance committee, “ term of his natural life. G. R. M Order- 
but that was in other hands, in which he was ed to be taken into consideration on Mon- 
happy to see ft, and he trusted that no lime day. — -The usual resolutions respecting the 
would be lost in bringing it forward — Mr. 7'rial of Election petitions were then voted, 
Whitbread gave notice, that on Monday awl petitions west presented, complaining 
se’ennight, he should, submit amotion to oAihc returns for Saltash, Horsham, and 
the house, relati\e to the St. He of the Na- Griat Grimsby. The first was ordered to 
tion. The hon gent. also gave notice, that be. taken into consideration on the 14th of 
on Friday, he should move tor the leii- July, and the I wo others on the loth. In an- 
val ot one or two of the bills for the swer \ a question tiom lord Temple res- 
educaiion and reluT of the Poor. — Mr. peeling tin- course proposed to he adopted 
Cruker wished to know from the noble concerning the Election petitions, the chan- 
lord opposite, who had in the debate of eellor of the exchequer ftqihed, that it would 
the pieceding night, adverted to the subject Slot be desirable to pi oceed with aiiy petitions 
of Tithe.** in Ireland, whether it was hi^ in- ibis session, which would be likely to cx- 
tention to bring forward any measure on tend to any length ui # the examination of 
that subject this session ? The hon. member their merits. 

was proceeding to comment on the impor- [India Budget/] — M r. ////-#/ slddhigion 
tance of the question to Ireland, when he seeing his lion, friend iMr R biimhts) m 
was reminded by the Speaker, of Ins being his place, wished to knfi*' whether u was his 
notin order. — Lord Howick replied, that infov*ion to bring forwatd the accounts of 
there had been plans for the amelioration the East Ind ; i Company tins session If so, 
of the Tithes system in Ireland, unite i he trusted that he # \vould bring them forward 
the consideration of his Majesty’s late mi- on as early a d ty as possible ^ •• 

liisteis, and. that it was their intention as Mr. li. IfUndus replied ili.ijt It .was reitrfn- 
soon as they could biing any one to matu ly his intent.' bn to bring forward the accounts 
rily, to submit it to parliament. He had of the Easi India Company tins session, :tTid 
alluded to the subject on the prececi?i 7 g ,1 j that no time should be uunecessai ily lu.it, 
evuung only to recommend it to the most At (Jie same time he begged to remind the 
serious atlc utiun ot his majesty's ministers, right hon. gent, that foi some years back. 
He did not mean to take up the question this thesb accounis had been one year # in arrears, 
session, but might in a luture session, though It was his uibAil’uii to endeavour toEui*ng up 
fur every reason he thought it better that that arrear m the pieseirt se^.iufi} VtTTPTiiaf* 
such a inca itire should originite wiih go- right hon. gent. anust be aware that this 


v eminent. — Mr. Hall brougbtJUp the report would require Sometime, 
of the address, whigji tvas agreed to, and Loid llutvivk observed, tli.it from the pa- 
the addre ’is urdeied to be presented by such j pers tliei^ upon the table it jyij^.tred, th.it. 
Members aieot his majesty’s privy- coun- upon a comparison of the Revenue* and Ex- 
cd — I he lords coimuissmiuiV speech on pencliture of the Company m India, there 
opening the session was then ordered to be was a deficit in il!*' oT.aUbve two mil- 

retcried to a committee ot the whole house lions and a halt. Tie* was a'^fate * *K things, ( 
on •uM-ondajk — loicl Caslleivagh brought m winch any one migat sfe dial , mw " 
down the following Message from the (Vnsftble for i he comi'.mji l > go on, \a.!i mt 
king: \iz. — 44 George R. His Maje-ay s nne adequ.iV pio\ tsiun tg make g. m Ins 
“ being desirous ot conferring a signal mai k rk licit. It wa-» the moic ik.v-^n, . t!:o 
“ ot his favour and approbation on m.ijor public h..d Ueen led to exp^t ijteie* 

fi general sir John Stuart, knight of the fvoui 1 be a cu.ftjdc.Mule Airtie-p iOuii , ile- 
“ mos^ honouiable order of the bath, ui rived frd:.i to? East !u lui^\iupan>’s funds, 

* * consequence. of the eminent 1 services ivn- nfaid i tin- n ition.d resourced He wished 
! c dered by him in the bulliaiU aud decisive to know w heLher # tiic hou. irenf! meant to 

uu , ' 
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bring forward any proposition ppon that 
subject, 

Mr. R. D undos ( informed the noble lord, 
that it was his. intention, at an early day, 
to propose some regulations respecting the 
affairs of India, which would include the 
point to which the noble lord had adverted. 
He was afraid, however, that he should not 
be able to bring forward the annual accounts 
at so early a day, as only a few of the ships 
had yet arrived, and it would be desirable to 
have the accounts stated in the most correct 
manner that was possible. 

[Irish Revenue Bill£] The order Jfjf 
the day being read for the house going to 
a committee on the Irish Revenue bills, Aind 
the question being put, that the Speaker do 
leave the chair, 

Lord Hawick rose, not to oppose. Lie mo- 
tion, but simply "to observe that, by the 
dissolution of 1 parliament, they had been 
placed in this situation, that about two mil- 
lions of money, raised under the Irish Re- 
venue acta, must either not be levied at all, 
or must be collected on British subjects with- 
out any legal authority. Without sending 
the act of pailiament by a balloon, or a car- 
rying pigeon, it was out of the nature of 
things, even supposing it to pass both houses 
with the most unexampled rapidity, that it 
could arrive in Ireland till several days after 
the existing act had expired. 

Mr. ifruL^afgufel that the hereditary du- 
ties to which* all goods were already subject, 
would, even in the event of the payment of 
the additional revenues being resisted, which 
was not probable, enable the revenue offi- 
cer'., on the arrival of the act, still to levy- the 
additional duties with precision. 

* Mr. poster observed, that a similar dilem- 
ma haM^ rea dy twice occurred, and no bad 
consequences had resulted. 

Sir John Newport was glad the right hon. 
gent, had stated this fact.' He* u ould tell the 
house how (lie dilemma had been got the 
better of; f itNtfis only done by adding one 
illegal act to another; by informing those 
who refused to p^y the additional duties on 
the goods whijrly the^Tlnrf" removed in the 
umean time, ilia* until they paid such addi- 
tional duties, they should not be allowed to 
laud any more goods. The father-in-Jaw of 
the present number for Dublin (Mr. Shaw) 
rather than do so had retired from’ business 
iooner than he intended; declaring* that* he 
Would never htibriit to the allowing the Cus- C 
tfcm House offic^ to take from him what 
they were flot entitled to by law. In this 
bay the merchants in Ireland had been sur- 


charged every year, except the year when he 
had the management of the Revenue of -Ire- 
land.— After Soane additional conversation 
the house went *nto a committee. Ordered 
that the report be brought up on Monday. 


rfUU5B OF LORDS. 

Monday, June 2 9 . 

[America Trade Bill.] — Lord Haw* 
kvstury presented, by his majesty’s com- 
mand, the Order in Counci), continuing 
the provisions of the American Intercourse 
act, which expired during the recess, and 
gave notice that it was the intention of his 
majesty’s governmem to propose to parlia- 
ment a bill for continuing the above act for 
a time to be then specified, and to propose in 
such bill a clause of Indenwiity for the ad- 
vice given to hit majesty to continue the 
provisions of the former act, after it had 
legally expired. 

. Lord Auckland stated that the reason he 
did not, when in office, recommend the 
continuance of the act which had now ex- 
pired was the pending negotiation with 
America. He trusted, that when the treaty 
which was the result of that negotiation 
came to be discussed, it would be discussed as 
a treaty ratified, and he felt satisfied it 
would be found that every possible attention 
had been paid to the interests of this coun- 
try. He thought it but 'fair now to state, 
that when the question of the renewal of 
the American Intercouse act came to be dis- 
cussed, he should probably be of opinion, 
that the same reasons which before operated 
did -not exist for the continuance of the act.* 
One part of it, in particular, he objected to, 
and was objected to during the negotiation ; 
he alluded to that part of it which allowed 
lo the Americans a carrying-trade between 
our possessions in the East Indies and Eu- 
rope. 

Lord Holland referred to the Bill of Rights 
.to prove the illegality a f levying money by 
(he authority of the crown, "without the 
consent of parliament, and whieh he con- 
tended was done in the present instance, by 
continuing to levy duties without any com- 
petent authority. * 

Lord Hawkesbury admitted that it ft as an 
infraction of the law, add therefore his ma- 
jesty's ministers came to parliament for in- 
demnity. Admitting the general principle, 
a3 stated by the noble lord, he wished to be 
understood that this case must stand upon its 
own special circumstances, of which (hat 
house would judge when the subject came 
regularly before them. 
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Lord Grenville contended that the order 
of council for levying duties which had no le- 
gal existence was a violation If a most impor- 
tant constitutional principle, lvhich ought to 
undergo the most serious discussion in that 
house. Ministers hatWad vised his majesty to 
levy duties for a whole month without any le- 
gal authority, and now proposed to introduce a 
clause in the bill intended to Ha brought in 
to indemnify themsehes /or this violation of 
the law. ' He thought at least that house 
ought to have ‘ the opportunity ot discussing 
the great question involved in this act of the 
ministers in a manner which its importance 
deserved, and unt in the shape of a clause 
tacked to a money bill. 

Lord Holland considered the question of 
so much importance, that he deemed it ne- 
cessary to move for the ^|>pointment of a 
committee to search for precedent* since the 
year 1688 , of money being levied or ap- 
plied by the crown without the authority of 
parliament. 

Earl Bathurst explained the nature ot the 
operation of the order of council, which in 
fact raised no new duties, and raised in many 
instances less duties, in no instance higher 
than lhe crown was legally entitled to after 
the expiration of the act under a former sub- 
sisting act. 

Lord Grenville contended that this state- 
ment did not alterrfhc nature of the case. *y 
levying loiver duties than the crown was 
legally entitled to, might, in some instances, 
be levying more money than before, as in 
the case of prohibitory duties, in which, by 
lessening the duty, more money migh^'be 
raised. It was still, therefore, a violation of 
the principles of the constitution, for which 
only urgent and imperious necessity could be 
pleaded, and if the necessity arose out of 
the late dissolution of parliament, it would 
still remain for ministers to account for their 
conduct in advising a dissolution of parlia- 
ment, without making provision for the 
legal continuance of an act which they after* 
wards deemed it necessaryto continue without 
legal authority, • 

•The Lord •Chancellor defended the expe- 
diency of the order of council, but admitted 
thaT*temight be more adviseable to bring the 
indemnity as a separate measure before par- 
liament. ' * 4 

Lord Harrowby urged that the order of 
council only went to carry injo effect the 
last known intentions of the legislature j si- 
milar circumstances had repeatedly happened 
ifhder almost every government, and in many 
instances an indemnity had not been applied 
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for. He conceived the motion of the noble 
lord (Hollabd) was not called tor by any cir- 
cumstances in the present <case, which was 
nothing more than a mere formal violation of 
the law. • 

Lord Grenville observed that the argument 
of the noble lord (Harrowby) did not apply, 
as it was a matter of great doubt, whether 
the legislature would again continue the act ; 
it therefore did not appear that ministers 
had carried into effect the intentions of the 
legislature.-— Some further observations were 

f by lords Hawkesbtiry, Auckland, 
ind, Oretivilk, Boringdon, the earls of 
crdale, Jtoslyn, aud the lord chancellor, 
which lord Haw'kesbury moved the pre- 
question, which was put and carried. 
Lord Grenville wished for some farther 
information with respect to any subsequent 
directions for carrying the order of council 
into effect. * 0 

Lord Hawkesbuty salt! he would make the 
necessary inquiries. 

[Scotch JymcATURE bill.]^ Lord 

Grenville moved for Jt-ave to present two 
bills for the amendment of the Judicature 
of that part of the united kingdom, called 
Scotland. H*s lordship stated, that there 
was nothing new in Ifte motion, for that 
these bills were presented pursuant to reso- 
lutions passed in a former session, and which 
resolutions were /rained, proposed and pas- 
sed, with the avowed determination not to 
take the pehple of Scotland^ surprise, but, 
on the contrary, to affofxTthe most ample 
opportunity to that part of the united king- 
dom to deliberate upon, and maturely to 
consider the necessity and importance of pas- 
sing the bills here proposed, without any 
unnecessary or further delay. If any delay hat^ 
occurred in tilt passing of these billsg teyas not 
the fault of the mover of the "Yc-^HTTltThsf- 
in which it wa* expressly provided, that 
these bills should he passed in the present 
session, as their great and expedient ad* 
vantages were called for, u^he admitted 
defects and insufficiency of the pr&ent mode 
of administering justice in Scotland. The 
titlesof these bills were, a lull for the Amelio- 
ration of the Administration of Justice in* # 
Scotland, in certain Civif Causes, by the 
# tri Jl by Jury ; and a bJl for the better re- 
gulating the 0 court of session in Scotland. 

The Lord Chancellor stated, that he was 
a friend to lhe principles of these billsf but 
'that great difficulties having occurred in some 
of the clauses therein, l^viad proposed a- ■ 
ifbther bill, which he hope<K,wouid stand 
clear of geveral objections in the noblHord’i 
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bills, or resolutions, and which bill, the 
lord Chancellor stated, he would bring for- 
ward in the next session of parliament, it 
being manifestly \oo late to introduce such 
a subject in this. 

Lord Grenville replied, that as the sub- 
let of these hills was fully aiu l universally 
understood, and imperiously called lor, to 
pat an end to an admitted and crying de- 
tect in the administration of justice in ' 
Scotland, there was abundant time for pass- 
ing these hills, wind) had been so long con- 
ftiurreil and adjusted, unless it was the object 
of his majesty's ministers, r to have, for tltffr 
cu n convenience, dissolved the late pa rai- 
ment, ind to make this so short, as t ha/no 
tthci. in or important business could be /one 
in it ; which intention of the ministry would 
be fully evinced, by the result of thijf ques- 
tion, in rejecting* or even postponing these 
bilk 

Loul Hatvkcshn ff said, he felt himself 
warrant * .1 in insisting on a notice, previous 
to the bringing these bills forward, although 
be leh no difficulty m asserting, that the 
great body of the Scotch nation were not for 
the change proposed. 

The Duke of Athol stated, that he had 
taken care to make*inquii ics upon the sub- 
ject, and found that i! was not the gene ial 
sense of the people of Scotland to have these 
bills passed at promt 

The Earkpf Iiuyhtn stated that it was the 
general and prevailing sen-e of the country, 
that such bills weVe necessary, and that li ' 
wondered to hear such a change of senti- 
ments in thoe noble lords, who in the knt 
session were such strenuous approvers ofrflie 
measure. 

The Earl* of Lauderdale contended that 
these hiib should not he postponed, on nc- 

of the ministry, in dissolving 
the late parliament; as muSki dissolution, un 
necessary, in his opinkui, Vaused much 
delay to many measure* uf uigenl and impor- 
tant necessifyw^He stated, that tlje sense 
of that gfeat and enlightened body, the 
Scott h bar, had been taken upon this subject, 
as also that of IhdVoirjmercial and meican- 
^tile interests of {h.:L kjpuntry, which were 
*in ununn with t4it?i,obfe mover foi the expe- 
diency and necessity, of the speedy passing of 
these bills. „ * 

The Duke of Atlwl again rosc,and stated, 
tliat *ot.\vithstandingall the noblt%ean had said, 
he knew that tlut present itfeasme was not* 
tlie universal or g/jpLcral sense ol the Scotch 
nation. — Theytiilfs were then read a lir$t 

time and entered to be printed. 

r • 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

JAtnday > June 29 . 

[Minutes.] F Sir S. Romilly obtained 
leave to bring vn a bill for rendering the 
freehold property of g/ersons subject to the 
bankrupt law&.assets for the payment of their 
debts. — On th^ motion of Mr. Long it was 
ordered, th^fehere be laid before the house, 
an account of the expenditure of the British 
Museum in the years 18Q.5 and ISOf), to- 
gether with an estimate of the expenditure 
of JS 07 . — Mr. Rose presented a petition 
from the Trustees of the British Museum, 
setting forth, that the Trustees and adminis- 
trators of the will of the late marquis of 
Lansdown have proposed*to the consideration 
of the petitioners, the expi^liency of pur- 
chasing for the use of the public a valuable 
collection of manuscripts belonging to the said 
late marquis of Lansdown, chiefly concern- 
ing the public writings and records of this 
’country, composed and collected by William 
lord m 1 : urghly, lord high treasurer in the 
reign of queen Elizabeth, sir Julius Caesar, 
master of the rolls and judge of the high 
court of admiralty in the reigns of queen 
Elizabeth and king James I., apd other learn- 
ed and eminent persons 5 and that there is 
already in the British Museum a very valua- 
ble and extensive collection of manuscripts 
important to the public, for the purpose of 
elucidating the public history of this country, 
and for furnishing evidence of tl\e rights and 
possessions of individuals, to which the 
Lansdown collection of manuscripts would 
be^ most valuable addition; but that the 
funds of the petitioners being insufficient 
for the common annual expenditure of the 
Museum without the accustomed aid of 
parliament, they arc unable to provide for 
the purchase* of the said collection of manu- 
scripts ; and therefore praying the house to 
take the matter into consideration, and to 
adopt such measures .?£ to the house shall 
tseein fit, for ascertaining the public import- 
ance of adding the Lansdown collection of 
manuscripts to those already lodged iu the 
British museum, and also the value of such 
collection ; and further to act therein as to 
the House shall seem meet. — Mr. B*?.^es, 
with a view to shew tlA? progress that had 
been nude towards renubring the British 
Museum useful in the degree that it ought to 
he to the public, moved, that there belaid 
before the house copies of all the Regula- 
tions adopted for the better preservation of 
the different collections, and for rendering - 
them more accessible to artists and others , 



and also, an account of the number of per- 
' sons admitted to see the Mustum, since the 
; year 1805, distinguishing thJ year, month, 

■ & c. Ordered. — The house, |>n the motion 
of lord Castlereagh, wenl into a committee 
on his majesty’* message, and resolved, item, 
am ., that a sum of 1000/. ueV annum be 
granted to his majesty out of tn^ Consolidat- 
ed Fund, to be settled, during bis natural 
life, on general sir John Stuart. The house 
then resumed, and the report was ordered to 
be received to-morrow. — Petitions weie pre- 
sented, complaining of the late elections for 
Evesham and Downpatrick, which were 
severally fixed for consideration on the 21st 
of July. • 

[Offices m Rfveksiok Bill.] On 
the motion of JNlt*. Bankcs, the resolution of 
the 24th of March last against granting Of- 
fices in reversion, was read, and leave was 
given to bring in a bill, similar to that pend- 
ing when the late parliament was dissolved, 
fur carrying the resolution into a Jaw. 

Mr John Xeu'port took this opportunity of 
staling, that in the hill introduced by him 
iu the last session, for abolishing certain use- 
less offices, and for the better Regulation of 
olhci offices in Ireland, one had been omit- 
ted, which he had since found ought to have 
been included. He meant" the office of 
Surveyor and Inspector of the River Kei^- 
inare ; an office created a few years since, 
find granted to Sir Boyle Ruche and J. Ayl- 
mer, esq. v\7th benefit of sun .vordiip. 
There was no Surveyor or Inspector, of the 
same description, for any other livei in Ire- 
land : it was quite a sinecure, with a Hilary 
of j£' 300 a year. It had been, he knew 
{ not how, omitted in the Report of the 
Commissioners of Inquiry in Ireland, and 
therefore omitted in the bill brought in by 
him on that report 

Mr. Herleit (of Kerry) said# (hat ihe ri- 
ver Kenmare lay principally in* the county 
he had the honour tu Te present. Its c, urse 
was forty miles long, and above five or six 
broad, with numberless creeks, and with- 
out a single Revenue Office in its vicinity to 
conlroul the smuggling exercised upon it, 

\ till tbi? office Iwd been created. The smosr- 
,^,gl»ng had, shortly after the appointment, 
ff ; been greatly reduced. 

5* Lord H. Petty was aware of the smugg- 
ling upon the river Kenmare j but that was 
a sponger reason for suppressing ^useless si- 
necure, and substituting an active preven- 
tion • 

Mr. Herbert explained. lie meant that 
seine inspection w^s necessary. Thesmug- 

$ 
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glingwas not now so considerable as it had 
been before the creation of this office. 

Sir Aithur lVdleslcy said this office ap- 
peared. from what had been tfaid, to be one 
of those that ougfit to be regulated, lather 
than suppressed.* It was, however, subject 
to the disposal of parliament, as the vacancy 
created by the death of sir Boyle Roche had 
not been filled up, unless it had been by the 
late ministers. 

[Resolutions rf.latino to Private 
Bills ] The Speaker acquainted the house, 
thto, pursuant to t(je direction of the house, 
an Account had been prepared of nil Private 
BillV] pending at the time of the late riissnlu-* 
tiou\j 4 'iihJliie several stages in which they 
werepn the 27 *h of April, and those that 
were /prised, with the exception of recei- 
ving' the royal assent. — 'lfte account was 
ordered to lie on the table, «nd ordered to 
bepiintcd. • » 

• Mr. Perceval rose to submit to the house 
a motion, which be hoped would remove 
all the inconveniences affecting private bills, 
arising from the late dVssohuion of parlia- 
ment. If, however, the bouse should esti- 
mate more highly than he did time incon- 
veniences, t!h, e who k'.ftl such a superior 
feeling of them, would, he trusted, be but 
more strongly compelled to adopt the resolu- 
tion which went to remedy them. lie was 
sure that those who regarded the ^dissolution 
as a ciime nert to be forgiven, jjftmld be dis- 
posed to visit the punishnflSm of it wholly 
upon the advisers, without involving tha.ie 
•who were but innocent sufferers. lie never 
had ^icl that the dissolution was not attend- 
ed with inconvenience : it was merely on a 
comparison of that inconvcnicncS with the 
superior importance of the reasons tl^f^ren- 
deicd the dissolution necessary at 
time, that he defqpfled it. The principal 
inconveniences Complained of were the de- 
lay and the additional expense. The delay- 
er two months, he hoped, cou^Miot be at- 
tended with any material inconvenience ; 
and as to the expense, it would be obviated 
in one of its brandies -by the liberality of 
the olfirers, who, according fb the* prece- 
dent established bv their furfticV liberality in ' 
1784* agi eed to advance tjie bills so pend- 
ing at the dissolution, to theij- former stages, 
without any additional fees. It remained 
only Jo obviatc^the expense of agency, n«d . 
tN» attendance of* witnesses in town This 
was tiie principal object of* the resolution 
he «tneant to propose, which was. to give 
an instruction to tfye committee, To which 
every petitJbn for a private bilfthould be re- 
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ferred, to inquire whether apy petition to relieve them by opening a door for public 
Bad already been presented in this late ses* mischief. 

aion, from the same parties* on rite same Lord Howiea 'coincided in what had fallen 
subject ; and if so* that the minutes of the from his lion, friend Hear him. Howevef 
evidence* taken before the committee oil desirous of femedying the inconveniences 
the former petition* should be evidence be- occasioned by the dissolution (and every 
fore the said .committee ? and so, in like d 2 y shewed'those inconveniences to be so 
manner* with respect to private bills* found- great* that th4 period seemed to have been 
ed on such petitions* allowing the commit- purposely chc&en at which they must have been 
tees to call for further evidence* if necessa- the greatest)* he cquld not easily bring him- 
ry. He hoped that the inconveniences ari- self to consent to the measure now propos- 
sing from the late dissolution to private btisi- ed to remedy those inconveniences. The 
ness* would be in a great measure dqpt magnitude of the inconveniences might in- 
away, by adopting this arrangement. Thpse deed be well estimated* from the extraordi- 
who looked upon the dissolution as an tv il nary nature of the remedy proposed. That 
which nothing could remedy, wouldXiot* remedy went to suspend and repeal for the 
of course* think this remedy satfrfmbry. time, the forms by which the privileges 
But those who* on the contrary, looked ppon of the house of commons* and the rights 
it as a necessary appeal to the sen^ ot the and the property of the people* were se- 
country, under (he circumstances existing at cured and protected. However highly he 
the time* would tye gratified to think that might be disposed to commend the liberality 
the inconveniences which the appeal occa- ( of the clerks, it was not a very pleasant sit ua- 
sioned* could be made so light. He con- tionin which to place the house or the coun- 
cluded with moving a resolution accord- tryy to make them dependent on that liber- 
ingiy. • aJity. However it might answer in cases in 

Lord H . Petty was ready to concur in which there was no opposition to allow the 
every proper measure to lighten the inconve- bills to proceed, w ithout the necessity of bring- 
niences caused by ffie late dissolution. He, ing up witnesses, in cases of coniest and oppo- 
bowever* wished the house to consider, that sition, the vast expence attending such cases 
to the serjeant at Arms* and others of the must be again incurred. The necessary no- 
officers* the deficiencies of their fees be- ticeswerenottobeinsistedupon,andindivi- 
neafh a certain amount W3J to be made good drtals might find their » property invaded, 
from the public purse, and th^s deficiency without any intimation to put them on their 
Would of cdurk^be increased by remitting guard. It was impossible for i-im, in these 
the fees* circumstances, to consent to the arrange- 

Mr. Curtven could not reconcile himself ment proposed. If the right lion. gent, 
to so dangerous a precedent as this, which wbuld but allow himself a pause of 24 hours* 
by presenting a mode for relieving the private he would not think of pressing a measure* 
inconveniences incident to such a stretch not only differing widely from all precedent, 
-of power* would always render it a matter but violatory of every parliamentary princi- 
a minister to dissofve parliament* pie. He recommended at least tire appoint- 
"“in every case in which its temper and dispo- ment of a Committee to search into prece- 
sition might be adverse to % his*yiews. It was dents. In 1784, though the expedient of 
true* there had been a strong opposition to forwarding this bills without fees had been 
the late mii^sters on tlie two questions that adopted* no standingwrder had been violat- 
had been .triecftouching the manner*! n which ed. He again expatiated on the mischief* 
they had come into power. He had been attending the dissolution. He disclaimed 
one of those .who had opposed them upon all idea of vexatious Opposition. Though 
these questions, and lie lamented that the there had necessarily been a decided oppoai- 
• decision upon them nod not been different ; tion on the questions immediately touching 
foraritwas* it tended to endanger the sequri; the change of administration* and inv^Ving 
ty of th^ptown* and of the country itself. He great constitutional prfhciples, the decision 
was sure* however* that no vexatious op- that had been formed upon which he feared 

D ition had been intended ; and if there there would be cause to regret, there would 
been* be would not haye been a party to not have be?n another division in the course 
It. He lamented the inconveniences to of the session, unless something new had 
private persons resulting from the dissolu- been brought forward. The Inclosi^re bills 
tion„j buV'*fhougli he wished to alleviate could not "possibly be carried into effect,*- s 
those inconvcieeuccs* he 'could npt consent when passed at so late a period of the session* 
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The precedent was 'totally novel, and dan- ‘they were, levied only by a resolution of thd : 
gerous in its principle, and therefore he could house, which the house could dispose of ac- 
not assent to it. | cording to its pleasure. • 

Mr. Perceval said, he cclild not liope to Lord H. Petty allowed that the power of 
Alter the noble lord’s opinion, nor tiiat of the house might extend as far as the bon. 
those who acted witMiim, *as to the merits gent, stated ; but it would not, ‘perhaps* be 
of the late dissolution. H&*ns happy to right, after the house had passed an act of 
think, however, that there Iras a great ma- approbation, to withdraw the sums to be ap- 
jority" of the house, who were of opinion propria ted.-- After a few words from Mr. 
with him, that the prerogative was properly Bastard and sir J. Anstrutlier against the nao* 
exercised in that instance. The importance tion, Mr. Shaw Lefevre moved, that the 
of the circumstances that led to the dissolu- debate be adjourned till to-morrow. This 
tion were more than sufficient to counteiba- produced a short discussion between the 
Jance the pi ivate incomenicnces. It was chancellor of th# exchequer, lord Howick, 
the great public interest that was to be con- M*"\ W . Smith, Mr. G. "Wynne, and Mr.«0. 
suited, and not private convenience. The Di\das, in which it was contended, cm the 
noble lord was mistaken in supposing that one hand, that there were no grounds, and 
any standing order was violated, or that the on the other, that there were ample grounds 
usual notice to parties wan infringed upon. for4*uch a postponement. _ Upon which the 
The standing order relative to notices ivquir- house then divided: For Jibe adjournment 
cd that they should be given at the Michael- /f3. Against it iqd. The ^resolution was .. 
mas, or in the August and September preced-g then put and carried. 

ing the session in which the bill was to be] [Conduct oir Maruuis Wbj.lrslky]-*- 
brouglit in. The Michaelmas, the August, j Lord Folkc<lom\ entertaining tyilfrtbe same 
and the September that preceded the last j opinion that he had fiftm the beginning, re- 
session, were also the Michaelmas, An- | lative to the conduct of marquis Wellesley , 
gust, ami September preceding this, and j in the Oude transaction, moved, that the sfe- 
thcMvtoi e the same notice answered for the vend Papers ordered wijh a view to the ac- . 
bills t o h«* now brought in. The same con- cusation and defence of the noble Marquis 
$trucrion had been put on the law of notices on tbut charge in the last session, be again 
in ihe year I /Hi, and in the year 18()0, in laid before the house, 
the first session (IT the Iffiited Parliament Sir John Anstihtkcr said, it most be equal* 

following the short session of the British par- j ly the wish^f all persons, 0 as/v511 those wlio 
liament. Tie thought it rather a strange disapproved of the adrni notation of the no* 
way of strengthening the argument derived ble marquis, as those who thought like him* 
from the inconveniences attending the dis- ; that it was the brightest period of the Bri- 
aolution, to refuse to alleviate those intron- tish history ip India; that as well on pub- 
veniences. lie *as on private grounds, these charges so 

Lord T-Jinvich , in explanation, vindicated long pending should be brought to a deci- 
himsclf from the imputation of being dis- sion as speedily as possible As thq^ewhJT* 
posed to add to the inconveniences arising had been in the last and the prec 
from the dissolution, which he had every I liament, must ha^etilready made themselves 
wish to remedy, so far as that^eould be done masters of allfffie documents ; and as there 
without dealing public jnischfef. He deni- were in the vote office a sufficient number 
ed the application (if ‘the precedents of iy84« of copies to supply all the r«:w members, 
and 1SUO, in the most material circum*? he reedhi mended, .with a view t» economy 
stances. No rc.iolujion, like the present, and expedition, that instead of renewing 
, had been then adopted. the general order for presenting and pririt- 

Sir John Newport objected to the resolu- ing, the remaining copies slTould be distrL? 
tioq^as going to substitute written evidence buted to the new f members, Undthaf t*he bu-* 
i for parole evidence, jwith. the power of per- «in£ss should be decided^on as egrly a day as 
j eonal examination , possible in this session. ‘ 

? * Mr. Aojtf said, the committees were to be Lord Folkestone expressed life willingness 
f at liberty to call for paiole evidence when- to promote # a speedy decision* but with a 
I ever they might think itnecessar^. He thought dear that' the Resent session, from, the va- 
i the house could by its own power obviate riety of other important business, would 
‘ tfee difficulties touching the fees in every in- not in its short duration ajfordeitlier suffici- 
! ?| ance : f° r though the fees were, in some ent time, or a sufficiently full attendance 
instances, appropriated by act of parliament, this question. * * • 

1 • Vol. IX. / * i Xj 
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< , TW-ffaevci/, from the difficulty of deci- 
k ciase in which the nobleomarquis’s 
frfei^S thought his administration most use- 
f^K ^pd the Eftst Irfdia Company, according 
/to a book published under t be authority ot 
\ the Court of Directors, represented it as the 
most injurious to their trade aiul revenue, as 

- an absolute despotism, violatory of all the 
laws for the government of India, thought 
the present abort session, occupied as it 
would be with a multiphvify of other impor- 

- tant matters, would not a tford a proper op- 
portunity for coming to a determination upon 

it. , . / 

, Mr. H. yielding l on thought there wa ya 
combination of evciy private and public rea- 
son for coming to a decision as speed! If as 
possible. Those who had been members of 
the last parliament, had read all th(^ docu- 
ments which h.u'Lbcen ordeied, he would 
Eti); ton precipitately, without the substantia- 
tion of a fnitna'farii ef guilt. The pa- 
pers in the vole office would supply the new 
members. j 

\Thc Speaker said, it was* not necessary 
that 'papers should be pitfsented and printed 
in every new parliament, in order to afford I 
-ground, for parliamentary proceedings. It 
was enough ihnt they were in the custody of 
the house, and might be read. If the sense 
Of the house should be to dispose of any 
-papers in its stores to any particular descrip- 
tion of members, U would be the duty ot the 
Speaker to taj-fy/hc wish of the house short- 
ly into execut tonkin answer to a wish ex- 

* pressed by sir A. Wellesley, that a day 
should' be appointed for the decision of the 
question, lord Folkestone stated, that Jot* 

’ himself he was always ready to come to the 
discussion, * but he could not fix any day 

* ^vithoOV^pnsulling others. « 

* ok Siu Henry Mildmay.] 
— Sir Henry Mihlmny nfsti, to give an ex- 
planation of some circumstances, which had 
caused much unmerited obloquy to be ca«t 
upon him. Vl^did not wish to conceal the 
state of arfxiety in which he was. But that 
anxiety arose from a fear, lest his abilities 
should not sufficiently adequate to the 
task ; and lest" the feelings of one, little ac- 
customed to calAnfhy, should render him in- 
capable of* giving a, full explanation. That 
transaction- was tt\e only one hot had ever had 
Avith gOtterimient, or ever would have if he 
eoul£\iieto *t» ' The foiMli report of *he 
Cammil^ipn^S of Military Inquiry had been- 

* perverted fcrjth* purpose of casting asper- 
sions bn hlnrV *na it had been, mid, that he 
bad' teceivSi undue favours from govprn- 


Henry Mildmay, 

ment, and had taken an undue advantage of 
the public. That charge was most false and 
unfounded; but/ he did not think himself 
called upon to aiJJwcr anonymous aspersions, 
and had therefore waited with patience till 
the meeting of parliament gave him an op- 
portunity or justifying himself: He felt 
that this explan j t ion was due to the house, 
to himself, an ( l to his constituents, but par- 
ticularly to the administration of Mr. Ad- 
dingt n (lord Si dm<futh),*d tiling which the 
transaction had commenced ; and more par- 
ticularly still to one of the present lords of 
the Treasury (Mr. S. Bourne), who at one 
period of the affair ha/,1 been .secrctaiy of the 
'Treasury, which had exposed him, as well 
i as himself, to a great deal of unjust calumny. 
In l/t‘5, he had come into the possession of 
a largo estate in E .sox. on which he was 
obliged to reside*! hi iv months in the year. 
The works began to be erected in 1803, 
During the time he resided thereabout 1500 
•people were engaged on them, which cer- 
tainly did not render the residence the most 
desirable. All hi.s tangible property on the 
outside of the house was in danger, and his 
family not very comfortable ; but he still re- 
sided there till, nine nights out of ten, foot- 
pad robberies were committed in the fields 
near his house. He then thought that he 
had some claim to relief by law from the re* 
si deuce, and applied to Addingtons ad- 
ministration for that purpose. He then was 
directed to apply to Mr. Vansittprt, and ob- 
tained what he wanted. But the bill went 
only to relieve him for four years, and he 
was # actually obliged to return to the place 
with all its inconveniences on the 24th of 
June next. If this was a job, it was singu- 
lar that the administration should have job- 
bed against themselves, for lie never gave 
them a vote in his life. He made the pro- 
posal of the house as a resilience for the ge- 
neral of the district, to colonel Gordon, who 
told him that he cottfvWJp nothing without a 
•report from the barrack board. T heir report 
was favourable, and he had a meeting with 
Mr. William Dundas, Kie Secretary at War, 
who said that it would be necessary to send 
a. surveyor lo examine the premises. Mr. 
Johnstone, the surveyor to tfie boaKr^’was 
then sent. He was totally unconnected 
with Mr. Johnstone, wllom he had never 
seen in his life, and who had his own way in 
the whole j/fair. Hfe made a report that 
.£400 was a fair rent for the house and 20 
acres about it. The house was furnished, as 
he had not .removed one article. * The houSe 
had* post ^70,000. Ho had received s£200 
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f for repairs and ^?400 a year for rent. On 
[ the 24 tli of June, 1804, the bargain was 
? made, but the lease was noil signed as gene- 
i ral Delancey left the board! The rent was, 

| however, due from that pelocl. -As to the 
letters from one department! to another, he 
! had nothing to do with thcnLMnd never saw 
1 them till they appeared in The report. By 
the general’s residing in it, tne government 
would save money* Eor their repairs he 
was not obliged to them, as he wished to 
' have the house pulled down. But he had 
; received no atom of compensation for being 
turned out of doors. On the ISili of Au- 
, gust a jury was impannelled — one would 
think from the report that it was* in ; 
but it was in 1804, which made a very ma- 
terial diffeionce. On that occasion he ein ■ 

\> ployed the agent that generally acted for the 
t gentlemen in that part of the country. The 
agent employed counsel j but he had given 
him no instructions to do so, and knew no- 
thing of it. The jury was one of the most 
respectable that ever sat, and did not gite a 
rash or hasty verdict, for they were locked 
up three hours before they agreed upon it. 
They gave a verdict of .i'KJOO for thirty 
. acres one rood, &c. on which the military 
■■ works stood. But he would ask, if there 
“ was a single word in the -verdict that pre- 
vented him from living in the house or pul- 
ling it down, if ift: thought proper: and a 
r surveyor had valued the materials of the 
house at j£'T 0 , 000 , which would produce 
.&500 a year. Was there any thing that 
* prevented him from letting the house to the 
l Speaker of the House of Commons, to *go- 
( vernrnent, or to anyone else? The thirty 
& acres for the military works, had nothing 
j whatever to do with the Barrack Office 
t agreement as to the house and 20 acres. 

The furnituie for such a house was woith a 
f good round sum. This esfat$ was worth 
4 above j£ J l 1 , 000 , and Ir-'A a suitable house. 

For this *£'400 a yedTwas no adequate com- 
£ peusatiou. He wished that the value of the 
l furniture of the house could be ascertained, 

] or # to what sum the fair annual valuation 
i would have amounted ; and he also wished 

I to k«mw, vvImh gentleman who heard him, 
having such a houses so furnislied, would 
have considered sH400 a year an equivalent. 
He appealed to those who had known "him 
^for many years, whether, in his conduct, he 

i liad evinced any thing which cluld induce 
them to believe him capable of a transaction* 
sucji as fhis had been described to be. His 
estate in Essex had been granted to his an- 
cestors by Henry VIII. He repeated 
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the quest ipn, was ,v/7lOO a year a compel * 
fion ? He had been told that the Grand Junts 
tion Canal had to go through lord Essex’s 
Park, and he would be contented with one- 
fourth ot the compensation frem govern- 
ment that loril Essex received from private 
individuals. The noble lord over the way 
(lord 1 lowich) had hinted, that he was unfit 
to sit on the Committee of Finance, on ac- 
count of the facts tlfat were stated Jn the. 
Report. This was ceitainlv premature dsci- - 
sion. The Military Commissioners them- 
strives had said tljal no imputation rested on 
him. They only said that the Barrack Board 
ha t made a negligent bargain for the public; 
at &V events, he would not be a moment lon- 
ger m possession of this lease, and he in- - ' 
treated of iiis majesty Vs ministers to have a 
fresh Jury inipaimelled. „ He wished to 
justify himself, and 

wot ilt Hi ns wet* any ques- 
tions tint should bv put '-s-fifth, either at the 
Bar ot Uie House, in his place, oi in a Court 
of Justice. As he had spoken from memory, 
some subordinate points might n%[ be ae- 
cuiMiely stak'd, but t he Substance wascorrect. 

Ho concluded by moving for the production 
of a Memorial which he had that day given 
in to the Commissioners of Military Inqui- 1 
ry. 

Mr. Si urges Bourne seconded the motion. 

He rose, he said, m chin quenco of the, 
calumnies that had been circulated against 
him, whichriie regarded lcrs/fn/his own ac- 
count than on account ojT^his lion, friend. 
Indeed, they would have been unuoribv-of ' 
notice if they had not been echoed b/the 
noble lord over the way (lord Howick/. lie - . 
seemed to have looked at the newspaper 
report lathei than at the Report o^ the com- 
missioners. klis name had not occurred in* 
the Report, except when* it was fot.;*d id V1» 
bottom otone letter on this subject. He 
had been toldMhat. the age of insinuation 
was past, but if it wan so, he was very un- 
fortunate, for no one had nvt with more 
insinuations. He hoped the. pActice of 
making insinuations on account of private 
friendships, would be done aWay. He had 
no concern with the uigin oT the business, 
and yet he was accused ot^iVing O'JO/. for * 
rrp-rirs instead of the climated 250/. and 
that because he had not chosen ty deny a 
charge in the newspaper, but had waited 
for the meetiqg of That house., The buaiffess ■ 
came to his notice officially in 1805, and 
the reason wa$, that by a Ipte regulation no * 
is:*ie could be made for the Barracl^Board 4 
above 500/. without a communication ttfth&r 
Treasury * and the appiicatioif was not mis- * 
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tlnllrstood, nor passed over without atten- 
tion, as had been said. The objdct at that 
‘time was not the policy of the agreement, 
for that had bepn determined and acted on, 
and the repairs had been done. The Trea- 
sury, therefore, gave its authority, though 
sensible of -i he disadvantage of the terms. In 
every instance of this sort a jury gave a large 
compensation, and so it ought to do, where 
the one party had no.choice. It fell to his 
lot as secretary to the treasury, to com- 
* -muni cate the determination to the Barrack - 
Board ; but the object was not to execute 
the lease, for that had lieen done already. 
Some of the gentlemen on the other ^de 
must know the course of the Treasury. Ad e 
was answerable for any mistake in the lAter, 
but when lie had to sign so many, it was 
not surprising that a mistake should have 
occurred in oncTwhich it was not thought 
required any verv minute attention. The 
letter ought not to Gave a’lluded to repairs at 
all, and the gentlemen must have known 
that the Jet ter admitted of q different con- 
struction from what .they had put upon it. 
Having stated this, he left it to the house to 
judge of the fairness of their proceedings. 
He wbuld ask the noble lord (H. Petty), 
whether he had found that he had ever been 
apt to make use of his official situation to 
serve his friends particularly ? The charge 
Against him was false, foul, and scandalous, 
?mcf he had only to say that he had much 
rather be the outfit of it than tl*e author. 

Mr. H. Martin considered the bargain as 
highly advantageous to the lion, baronet, and 
ruinous to the public, and therefore con- 
tended that the matter should be inquired 
into. It appeared to him also objectiona- 
ble, that the lion, baronet, in justifying 
hfmgGjf, seemed to impute Blaine to t lie 
“military Commissioner*. He did not mean 
to say that the hon. bardlie^ intended to do 
so j but the consequence that would follow 
from his statement was, that the commission-^ 
ers did npt understand the transaction. The 
compensation of J300/. awarded by the jury 
for the first year lor thirty acres, amounted 
to the fee simple of the land. The hon. and 
learned gcnt.i/qppdd some further obsei ra- 
tions on the terms of the bargain, and f cop- 
tended that Che matter should be enquired 
into. It* was desirable, particularly at this 
mgnte&t, to show that the reports of these 
commission er& were deputing of cfedit, 
when tb&Y "had made so suiall 9 progress in the 
subjectatfeey had to investigate. He knew the 
coipmissi*ners to be men of as much hones- 
ty, integrity ^and principle, -as any geiltle- 
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men in that house, and was sure they had 
no int*^‘ in to make any unfavourable 
report against tlfj hon. baronet. When the 
matter should al.ain be brought before the 
house, he hope! the hon. baronet would be 
prepared to explain,* why no person had 
attended on tj^cfpart of the crotfn, to take 
care of the intafests ot the public. He was 
much misinfifrmed, or it was the duty of 
the person who was counsel to the Board 
of Ordnance, to attend under the defence 
act, upon such occasions, if directed. This 
explanation would relieve his mind from a 
suspicion, not of the hon. baronet, but of 
the negligence of the* public- boards. 

Mr. Secretary Canning approved in warm 
terms of the candid statement made by his 
hon. friend. He did thiqjt it an ingenu- 
ous statement, qpd he hoped that the gen- 
tlemen who were so ready to charge would 
prove equally ingenuous in their own defence 
when called upon under any circumstances 
that might hereafter arise to vindicate them- 
selves. He censured the manner in which 
the calumnies of the daily public. 1 * unis had 
been sanctioned by the authority of the noble 
lord (Howick), and contended that such 
calumnies would have sunk into their ment- 
ed oblivion, had they not received a sort of 
stamp and currency from what had recently 
passed within that house. 

•Lord Howick said, tb at in the very few 
words he should feel it necessary to say upon 
the present subject, lie should cautiously 
abstain from following the example of the 
light hon. secretary, by trying to divert the 
attention of the house from 'a serious chaige 
affecting one of its members, by a vague re- 
crimination, equally inapplicableand ground- 
less. He did not blame, he rather approved 
of tie* hon. baronet’s refusing to answer tin* 
newspaper attacks that had been made upon 
him \ and though the right hon. secretary 
had accused thim (lord Howick) of sanction- 
ing newspaper caTitlmtes, he had been so 
much more the object than the pro- 
moter of such attacks, that he did not think 
such insinuation in arty respect just towards 
him. 1 fc would not retort the charge, upon 
t lie light lion, secretary, though, at the? same 
time, he could not forget the Keen afflT^puig- 
nant wit that in other times had distinguish- 
ed the papers of the Anfi-jacobin. As to the 
other lion. gent. (Mr. S. Bourne) he had 
never imputed to him any thing more than 
negligence, which might naturally be the 
'consequence of a great multiplicity # of busi- 
ness j but he had satisfadtion in saying. That 
so far as that gentleman was c^pcernod, lie 

( 
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attempt upon 

( r isfe.is, to influ- 
n on the present 
i baronet v.as 
f of the defence 


was totally exculpated. He felt it a painful 
duty to state, that he was not satisfied with 
the explanation given by tfe; hon. baronet. 
Hccensuicd any blusterii 
the part of his majesty’s nij 
encc that house in its # decisi 
case , if the cause of the li 
a bai one, the injudiciousiv _ 
might tend to aggravate the Arime, and it it 
was a good one, it was certainly most impo- 
litic to attempt to contfoul, when it could 
so easily convince. This was not a time to 
resist inquiry by menacing challenges; the 
country expected inquiry, and recrimination 
would prove but a bad method to evade it. 
If there was calumny in this attack upon the 
hon. baronet, that •calumny was to be found 
in the Fourth Report of the Commissioners 
of Military Inquiry, and surely no member 
in that home was to be censured for not at 
once discrediting and denouncing that Re- 
port, though not one title had been yet offer- 
ed by the lion, baronet or his friends in den!* 
al of its statements. As.to what had fallen 
from him (lord Jlouick) upon a former 
night, with respect to .the reappointun ntof 
the hon. baronet on the Finance. Committee, 
he was willing to repeat, that till this tians- 


thc dissolution, should, 'be to take intQ'cpifr 
si derat ion* the Standing Orders, HeTherO^ ; 
fore moved that the Standing Orders rela- ■ 
live to Private Bills, should be taken into 
consideration on ^Thursday, on which day he 
intended to move with respect to such .bills, 
four propositions; first. That with respect 
to petitions for bills, upon which reports had 
been made last session, such reports should 
be taken as of this session, without a liey' ' 
reference, provided "the renewed petitions 
were in substance the.same as those present- 
ed last session. Secondly, that instead of a 
fortnight being squired to el.ip.se previous 
to the commitment of a bill of this descrip- 
tion. a week only should be necessary. 
Thirdly, that the evidence taken last session 
in committees on Private Bills, should be 
icferrjd to the committees on the renewed 
bills, with a proviso that sv*ch new committee 
should not be concluded by such evidence, 
but should be afliberiy to call such further 
evidence as they might deem necessity; and . 
fourthly, that the Standing Orders in other 
respects should be strictly complied with. , 
Lord Grenville acquiesced generally in the 
inode proposed by the noble nut! learned lord, 
aud thought that whatever difference of 


action was fully explained to the satisfaction J opinion there might be with re ject to the- 
of parliament, and the public, he did think j late dissolution of parliament, there* , should 
it most inadviscable to allow that gentleman’s j be a general disposition togive relief to the par- 
name to j nnear on the list of a commute® ap- ties iuterestcdiiyirivatebiJls as fiir as sncli relief 
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pointed lor looking with a jealous caution to , 
the expenditure of the public money. He ! 


was consistent with the dignity of the bouse, 
and with Jhslice to all part i\£.-i— The Standing 


bad said that the hon. baronet’s explanation | Orders, together with the propositions of 
ha \ not satisfied him ; and why 5 because that j the lord chancellor, were ordered to be taken 
explanation did not in any way gotodigprovo , info consideration on Thursday, 
what had been staged, that the public had paid ; • [American Trade Bill.] Lord Hawke * - 
twice for the same thing This had not been hn y, in consequence of the wash expressed 
cleared up, and until it "was, he could not. by a noble loid (Grenville) on the preqg£ 
consistently with his duty to that house and ing evening tor furtherinformnbon respecting 
the public, totally acquit the lion, baronet. the Order of Council, stated, that 
Loid II. Petty justified the hon. gent. 
rMr. S. Bourne) from the imputation against 
him. So far asJjWnul an opportunity of 
judging, i here .appeared no ground to sift- 
peet that hon. gent, of any corrupt practice 
while Secret :n y of die Treasury. — After a few 
•words hour general Hope, Mr. P. Carev.Mr. 

* Montague^ the chancellor of the exchequer, 

Ashley, and lord IT. Petty, tho motion 
was agieed to. ^ 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday. June 30. 

[Private Bii.L5.jV The Lord Chancellor 
BtalejJ, that, upon consideration, he thought 
•it most expedient that the first step 
towards the#iehef of parties inteiested in 
» Private BilL, %**»» l»d been intei rupted by 


j proceeding ljad«was the usual circular letter 
1 from the Treasury to the Officers of Custom® 

, nd Excise, to cob form to the regulations 
contacted in the act. 

Lord Grenville moved for the production' 
of this circular letter; and also an account 
of the rates of duties levied* under the act; 
adding to the latter ipulion, on the suggestion 
of lord Hawkesbury, ai "account of the rates 
o*f duties payable by few after the expiration ■ 
uf the act ^alluded to.-'.Agreed to. 

• •HOUSE OF COMMON'S* 9 " 

# Tuesday, June 30. 1 
[British and Foreign Shipping ] Mr.- 
* Eden rose to move for a return of the 
British # and foreign ships employed* in the, 
Entish tiade for ihe last three years ; he sajd* 
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fa^^| been induced to make such a motion, 
♦ftrhefhought, if it could be complied with, 
the house w’ould l^e enabled to judge how 
.for the sbippinginterest had been .aff ected by 
Hlhe measures of the late administration. He 
•was sure the house would be convinced, as 
he was, that notwithstanding the contrary as- 
sertions of his majesty's ministers, the British 
ships' had increased 1-Gth in tile course of 
the last year, while the foreign vessels had 
diminished in nearly the same proportion. 
"Of the serious accusations ad\ anted against 
the late ministers, the chief source (as al- 
Jedged by those who made them) was the 
American Intercourse act, which, to use the 
very word s o f t b e rig h t hon .gent, opposi \e {jf.lv. 
Fose) f< did for our enemies what they could 
not do for themselves”; if that was the case, 
'be wondered that ministers had not before 
now availed theiTl selves of the opportunity 
their present situations gave them, of re- 
pealing an act of such dangerous consequen- 
ces, and restoring the British navy to its 
'Original footing, or as Robespierre wa» 
inown to have said, "*to starve the colonies, 
rather than give up an iota of their princi- 
ples.’ * The -late ministers had been charged 
with having made fatal concessions to the 
neutral flag*) ; he trusted, however, that those 
who had succeeded them would not, by any 
rash or precipitate measures, hurry us into 
those evils sudli concessions were so well 
calculated to prevent $ he trusted # their rash- 
ness would not etuLin a rupture with Ameri- 
ca. JnlSOl, the' Russian Convention was 
concluded upon, by which Russia gave up 
the treaty of 1/5(3. Did the light hon. the 
chancellor of the exchequer intend to catry 
into office wilh him those sentiments which in 
dwteijfcposition made him despise aU commercial 
- advantages however extensive or important, 
sWficnwereto beheld through neutral flags? 
He hoped he did not, and ffomt the silence of 
the right. bon. gentleman pnd his colleagues, 
•upon the American Intercourse act, he was in- 
clined to bejieve that in this respect thfct right 
, hon. gent, fortunately for the country, had 
abandoned thosq principles, which while out 
tof power directed his opposition to this 
joeasuro. He w.isbed Vhe house to examine 
•attentively these accounts, which he now 
enovsd for ; they would enable tfye house to 
form a just estimate of the accusation which 
had b^en, thrown t upon the late ministry, 
for neglect of the shipping interest > so . 
far from having suffered Iron, the mea- 
sures adopted by *the late ministers, he; 
would take upon him to assert, that for the 
last yj .he number of BVitish stops had 
./Spcre^ n a proportion uflexampleri fo$ the 


same time in any former war, notwithstand- 
ing the diminution that must naturally arise 
out of the high fi at es of insurance during a 
continuance of hostilities. He concluded 
with moving, ' hat there be laid before the 
House an Acc< lint of British and Foreign 
Shipping em^rl lyed in the British tiade for 
the las*: three years, ending 5lh of January, 
1807 j shewing the number of vessels, tons, 
and men, entcied inwards and cleared out- 
wards, in each year. 

Mr. Rose said, he had no objection to the 
motion, but could not see what object it 
could answer. As to the number of British 
vessels in the British Trade, it was not pos- 
sibly for the late ministers, timing their 
j short stay in oflice, to have diminished it in 
; any considerable proportion,* As to the Amc- 
| rivan Intercourse# bill, he had no hesitation 
j in repeating what ho had when out of cilice 
| stated to the hnu*>e, that he thought it an 
,^u;t big with the worst consequences to our 
| West India trade. A right hon. fiicnd of 
his had been asked yesterday, whether it 
was intended to propose the repeal of this act? 
Did it follow, that because the measure might 
be objected to on its being proposed, that alter 
its adoption it ought to be repealed ? It was a 
different thing to oppose a Jaw before it was 
made, and to repeal it when made. While 
the bill alluded to was pending, lie thought it 
would be highly mischievous - } in that opi- 
nion lie was confirmed. It gave the Ame- 
ricans such advantages, that the British ."hip- 
ping were almost driven out oi the tiade. 
He had been lately applied to, by an agent 
of Jamaica, for a < on toy to secute the little 
trade carrying on there in British bottoms, 
but he thought the advantages on the side of 
the Americans, as to cheapness of insur- 
ance, number of vessels, and shortness of 
distance, too great for the British vessels to 
rival them in (jut trade. He had however, 
no objection to*the mqjton of the hon. gent, 
tjiougli he felt it difficult to discover what 
object could be attained by it, and thought 
it by no means justifiably to throw out any 
hint or disrespectful insinuations ngninsj 
such a weighty and lcspectable body as the 
shipping interest of this country* 

Lord Ifouick thought the observations 
made by the right hon. gent, who had just 
sat down, the most extraordinary he had' 
ever heard j was it to be believed, that there 
was a man it* that house who could so far 
have mistaken his hon. friend who had made 
this motion, as to infer from what had fallen, 
from him in support of it, any thing like 
contempt towards the shipping interest? 
His hon. fiieud, in the speech he had made. 
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had evinced a knowledge of the subject 
now before the house, utterly irreconcila- 
ble with any sentiment founds the shipping 
interest, but that of respeej. At the same 
time he professed to entertain the same sen- j 
timents for that body* it clrininly did ap- ; 
pear, that they were indue Jl . under the in- | 
fluence of erroneous apprelMisions, to pe- i 
tition that house against nframires which ; 
were not of the nature that respectable body 
were led to believe ; they were not produc- ; 
tive of the consequences that ceitain persons 
were cie.siious of attributing to them ; in i 
this respect they were certainly misled by va- ! 
llous reports, insidiously set on foot and in- j 
dustriously propagated, and (lie house knew j 
well how great boclies might for a time be ! 
misled bv r insinuations disseminated in that; 
way. llut what particularly induced him j 
now to trespass on the indulgence of the house [ 
was, what had fallen from the right lion. 1 
gene. That right lion. gent, had been bold j 
enough to declare that he believed the Amt’- ! 
rican Intercom sc act had been productive of 
tne most injurious consequences to the Bri- 
tish trade in the West Indies, and after so | 
.stating, the right hou. gent. avowed that he j 
had no intention of moving for the repeal of • 
an act he thought so injurious; but there j 
was even a shorter process — the repeal might 
not be necessary. If he understood the act, 
if was this, a bilk to empower the king in 
council to permit an Intercourse, &r. which, 
theretoie, implied the right of withholding 
that permission ; consequently all that mi- 
nisters hud to do, if they really thought this 
measure attended with such danger, w*is to 
suspend the intercourse: but if they should 
hesitate to do that, he did not know how to 
rccon< ilctheirpiulessions with their practice. 
The right lion. gent, complained of the evils 
which have caused the decline of our trade, 
compared with that of the Americans in 
that quarter; would the rigfit lion. gent, 
take upon him tou , that all those e\ il» # 
have sprung up within the last 12 months, or j 
had they not existed for the last 14 year* ? ! 
and if they had bet f n accumulating within I 
that period. Was it lair or candid to attribute 
them to a cause so foreign from them, for 
the mere pretence yf justifying his friends 
by attempting to eliminate their predeces- 
sors? All the reasons that existed then, for 
a more vigorous Older of Council, existed 
still ; the famous decree of the Jlst of Nov. 
was now, as then, in full force against our 
commerce, and the power of the French 
government to enforce it, was as strong as 
ever. God grant that power was not now 


alarmingly greater! Why then not. snhfti*- 
lute for that order of council, which had 
been thought so weak ^nd futile, another 
of more vigour, and able tq effect all that’ 
the present ministers, when in opposition* 
had said that it ought to effect ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he 
rose merely to observe upon the candour 
with which thehon. mover had charged him 
with rashness and precipitancy, in adopting 
measures which had not yet been adopted. 
He refloated whar he*liad before said upon 
the order in rouifcil, and thbught that if the 
decree of the 2?st of Nov. had been then 
more firmly met by his majesty’s then mini* 
. c te s,such firmness would have been produc* 
tive of the best* possible results ; but it did 
not at all follow, though he then cmv* 
detuned that order, that now, under differ* 
ent circumstances, and at *such a distance of 
time, he should be boun*f *3 advise its be- 
ing entirely abandoned ; he should, how- 
ever, assent to the motion. 

Sir C. I'/ict* vindicated the shipping inte- 
rest. * 

Ford //. Petti/ said, that the lion, baronet 
must have totally misconceived his hon. 
fiend, if he understood him to have said 
any thing disiespectful of the shipping in- 
teiest ; as to the petitions that had been, day 
after dav, piesented to that house, in the 
course of the late parliament, he shonlcl not" 
sav by wha^ misrepresents ioi)s that body had 
been ■induced to present them’, but this he 
wo.ildsay, that that body had bur partially act- 
ed, for certain he was that a great part of the 
shipping interest had nothing to do in pre- 
saging such petitions: but what he rose to' 
notice, was the extraordinary ground taken 
by the right lion, chancellor of the exchfcC 
quer; that gentleman would now' 
forsooth, from mope vigorous measures, in 
order that he might not incur the charges of 
rashness and precipitancy; chat hud 

been the answer of the same right lion. gent, 
to the statements of ]pis hon. irievd r it was 
contended, that all the benefits resulting 
within the last year to the shipping interest* 
by which the number of British ships in the 
British trade had beer/ inoreased in so* const- * 
jloi*iblc a proportion, that all those bench Is 
could not wi^iin the shoM space of a year be 
attributed to the late ministers, because in so 
short a time they could have done* no can si* 
.defable hand, while it had been at the same 
time contenckd, that 'all the evils a Hedged to - , 
have arisen out of the intercourse act, wero t 
to be attributed to the late ministers within 
the same* short y£ar. With® what candour 


» 
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. hon. ^ent. could refer fp the late 

v’Sp&i^rs the evils that had been accumu- 
far the last 14 years, and^deny to the , 
, iMbe men the merit of the (good effects of I 
>t&eir own measures within* a year, he left it 
to the house to determine. 

.^Lord Castlen>agh contended that the poli- 
cy of the preset^ question, as affecting tfie 
order of council, was widely different from 
what presented itself to the late ministers. 

.Lord Temp/e observed, that the order of 
$6uncil was issued" dfter the Treaty with 
America. 

: , ' JVIr. Secretary Canning aenied that minis- 
ters were bound to look to the order of conn - 
■ cil under the circumstances existing whe/i it 
was issued, but under present circum- 
•tances. At the same time, he had no heiita- 
PtQp in declaring^that he thought tlutf order 
partook of all jhe bad qualities of half 
measures, attefidwl with all the inconve- 
niences of strong measures, without being 
.productive of any o£ their good consequences. 

Mr. WhUhreud recapitulated the arguments 
advanced by his noble'friend (lord Howick), 
$M concluded with saying, that he seldom 
Itftew any good consequences to arise. from 
the over-strained violence of blustering poli- 
ticians. 

Mr. Canning , in explanation, said, that he 
'wjw not aware of having deviated from the 
^jttestfon but at all events he should rather 
appear in the character of an injudicious 
adviser than in rhgt of a blundering accuser. 

Dr. Laurence contended, that the present 
ministers were pledged to repeal the act, 
which in ‘opposition they had argued, and 
ftBl professed, tobe destructive to* the Bntish 
^jftode in the West Indies. All that was in 
power to do the late ministeis had 
as far as related to the altering or 
abolishing, what/ when 'opt of power, they 
ted condemned. They Jiad 'not been idle 
ii^plncking up the numberless thorns and 
briars from the bed of roses they had been 
placed in-K-tbe measure was under conside- 
ration, Was not dependent upon circum- 
stances, it wac the same now as five months 
#go, and therefore it was a mere pretence 
m for ministers to ua y, that though they con- 
: Smaned it five months ago, it was not flow 
iV €»ient to abolish it. Thens was no way 
efjSoving^o the house they were sincere in, 
•*#«**« fticn to 'it, but by repealing if at 
«gjjte. ^M(f ;|m>fessed it (b be dangerous, 

\ they dehSfrtced it as injurious to British 
, commerce, that its operation had done mte- 
qtriftfA aod^Continued to do mischief, and yet 
, tUf&didnot tfchik it ri^htto repeal, or even 


I tem pof arily to suspend it. £nd all who pro- 
j sumed to compjain of such satisfactory ex- 
planation, and sAf-cvident consistency, were 
to be" derided ns “ blundering accusers.” 
But, continued 'the learned doctor, these 
polite terms, a 1 applied to my lion, friend 
(Mr. WhitbAj 1) are intended, I suppose, 
to convey southing beyond the present 
question. The man who was impeached by 
this house, as a public peculator, had been 
acquitted, it would seem, not because of 
his own innocence, but on account of the 
44 blundering” manner id which the accu- 
sations, however grounded, were preferred 
against him; was tins to go abroad to the 
public ? we all know live right hon. secre- 
tary’s love foi air epigiam j but if this was 
meant to be in point, it vt as as cruel a blunder 
at the expence c? the accused, as the most 
blundering accuser could be guilty of. 

Mr. M . Montague said, he thought that in- 
stead of waging this war of words about a 
measure which had already passed into a Jaw, 
and Viiat as his majesty’s present minister* 
had not had sufficient timp to determine as to 
their future conduct in relation to it, the 
house would do much better to pass on to the 
many \ery important matters which awaited 
their consideration. — The motion was then 
agreed to. 

[Breach of Privilege— Nkwspafer 
mi s it li* r ts k n tati on . ] — xvl r . Sturges Bourne 
rose to complain of a breach of privilege, and 
spoke as follows : -It was my* misfortune, 
sir, to have to trouble the house last night, 
ill consequence of the foul and ignorant 
caluffinies of which I have been for the last 
month so undeservedly the object, and 
which the editor of ,a Morning Paper has 
been so active in propagating ; two noble 
lords over against me (lords Howick and H. 
Petty) in that manly and honourable manner 
which became their character and station, 
lv>re witness fo my ipnocence, and declared 
rme in their minds whollyexcnlpated. This 
part of the proceedings on that subject, so 
essential to my character, were suppressed 
by the editor of the Morning Chronicle, in 
the same spirit with which he has vented 
his libellous aspersions against my integrity 
and my honour. The house must be awatp 
that I should now be justified, in calling this 
person to the bar, but this step I shall forego, 
contenting myself with having thus stated 
the circumstances, which I thought it my 
duty to state, feeling, as I do, that no such 
misrepresentation of the proceeding!) of this 
house, should be suffered, and particularly 
in any question that involves the personal 
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feelings and character of any of its members. 
In stating this, I feel that there cannot be in 
this house a man who more highly \ allies the 
liberty of the press than 1 duTbut the house 
will see that those who so|tbusc ii are i's 
worst enemies. I shall tike no further 
proceedings' in this case, butlfy similar one 
should occur, in that or any Wiier paper, I 
shall feel it my duty to enforce the standing 
order of the house. 

[British Troops in tjih Wot Indies.] 
Mr. Cochrane Johnstone called the attention 
of the house to the dreadful mortality of our 
troops in the West Indies, and described the 
causes to which, -in his •pinion, it was gene- 
rally to be attributed. Tlu*so were, chiefly, 
the want of air in thb barracks and their im- 
proper situation oft tlu* coast. The barracks in 
the West India Isiar.ds, had no ventilators, and 
on entering them, the smell, *n consequence, 
was most offensive. It was Well known, 
that when the thermometer was under S;i 
degrees, the yellow fever was not to be ap- 
prehended ? and it was also well known, ^hat 
the sea coast, where the barracks weie usual 
ly built, was cnusidci ably hotter than the 
intci iur of the Islands. A striking instance 
of this occurred to himself. Me h..d the 
command of a regiment 1000 shong, qtur- 
tered on the coast ot one of tin* West India 
Islands. In the month of July the yellow 
fever bioke out ;^mong llicm. In lour 
weeks 530 men died. He marched the re- 
mainder into T the inteiior, and he had tin- 
satisfaction to find, that the savages of the 
disorder weie c »mp!eU*ly slopped. In the 
year 180!, no less than 3000 of our troops 
died in the West India Islands. A great 
cause of the mortality was, that the Biitish 
troops were employed in garrisons. By ab- 
staining from this practice, and by adopting 
other regulations, he was com hired that the 
West India is nncls might be made as healthy 
as any station at home. Hr {Minted very 
feelingly the dreadful sb nation of many of 
the subalterns in that country, compelled to 
subsist on 5s Sd. a day ; and declared, that 
to the humanity of tiu* women of coinin', 
m^py a -British Officer owed his existence. 
When the ill health of an officer procured 
liinHcave to flclurn home, it became neces- 
sary for him to raise SO or (j()l. to pay for his 
passage ; in many cti^es this was impractic- 
able, and it was an evil which ought to be 
remedied. These observations were the 
unfortunate result of his experiendb for many 
years. He had no doubt that the noble 
lord wlib was at the head of thp colonial 
department would pay every attention to the 

. Yoio IX. 


subject; but he hoped the house would appoint 
a committed to inquire into these evils, and to • 
endeavour to find means ta counteract them. 
Were they not counteracted,! t would be better 
to withdraw every man of ©urarmy from that 
country. As a preliminary step, he moved, 
€€ That there be laid before the house an Ac- 
count of the Mortality that hkd taken place 
in the Troops sent to the West Indies, from the 
1 st. of Jan., 1 797 , to tjie 1 st. of Jan., 180^, 
distinguishing the Officers from the Privates, 
and specify ing the names of the Officers."— 
J\lr. Biddulph seconded the motion. 

Toid Castlcreagk did every justice to th 
mori.ves of the hon. gent. ; but, however 
important the subject, he was rather inclined 
to tllink, that it was not one on which a 
committee of the house of commons was 
the bodv most qualified to prosecute an in- 
quiry. In his opinion, it wflnld be better to 
leave it to the executive government, unless, 
indeed, it was suspected that they were 
^i-deep on their posts, and inattentbe to a 
matter of such moment. The papers moved 
for by the hon! officer, would not afford 
the information which he desired. An ac- 
count of the number of deaths in the troops 
sent out, would cor.\ cy an undue impression. 

It should lather be in the troops who were 
serving. Oitainly, there was a strong feel- 
ing in the public mind of the great nioitality 
in tin* army in the West Indies. lie was 
anxious to reduce that feeling by proving 
that the iq^Mchensioiis w erS . exaggerat- 
ed. Within the last ten ywirs, such atten- 
tion had been paid to this important poiiit, 

| that a striking diminution had taken place 
in tjie prnpouionate number of deaths, 
which at the present time amounted to only 
one third of what they were ten years atro 
It could hardly be hoped to make the West 
Indies as healthy as at home; but a great* 
deal might yet be d$>ne. lie would set him- 
self jliligently to the 4ask, and he should be 
glad to profit by the advice and suggestions 
*)f the hon. officer. When he before held 
the seals of the colonial department, con- 
siderable investigations had been instituted 
on this subject, with a view to ameliorate 
the condition of the British !irmy on the 
West India service. • 

•MV. Windham observed, that much of the 
mentality of the troops arose from causes 
thatcould not be remedied, as inseparable from 
tropjf.'al climnyes. As to the suggestion <>| 1 . 
tire lion. gent. n 8 t having been acted upon, 
he had only to femind him that a great variety 
of ©pinions prevailed upon the subject among 
officers of greaf experience. The Same wa* 
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the case, with respect to the advantage of officer not to press his motion at pre- 
Flodling Hospitals over Hospitals on shore sent. 

He had lisiencd w fib attention to the »ugges- Mr. C. Johnstone said, he never would 
tion of the hon* gent , but the question could have brought tilts matter be tore the house, 
not be decided, except ivy prisons of con but that he hadebeen refused attention *to it 
si d'erable experience. A-. to the situation ot by ministers. jyle borieved he vvas the first 
the barracks, .regard nni-t be had to the officer who Sir veiled o the right hon. gent, 
defence of ihe Isl mils. r i iic .statemerr o' ( Vr. Win, lln|f) on the subject, and thought 
the .ion gent. woul I beg.od, as a stimulus it wuiiid ha< e been immediate ly laid before 
to g.'V'-n.iiu :it. .\s to i'ie pjy of subalterns the commander in rh;W, and a Hoard of 
beiinj insottieient to pi cure them the com- General Oifieers appointed to enquiiv into it. 

1« >rta tiidt every one would \\ i>li 'hem to No alteration had been made, and if some- 
have, the c.ise was the sune in every other thing was not done in the com so of tin* next 
serv.ee, and only proved 1, that n person who twelve months, he would aunuallv submit a 
entered die mi m.ry profession, should,* like i similar motion in the house. lie had no 
him who engaged in oilier vocations, Jiave | .objection to wilbdrivv !;]s morion a! present, 
some e pital, wikii he entered ii, as he had hut he conjured ministers to pi ess the matter 
6a id ,ast yen’, when he proposed a small ad- on the C Mnmmdei in Clmf, and to have a 
ditio ; to the p.iy of subalterns. ~ Houid of Gene<fll Officers appointed, for it 

The Si'Ci't’l itt vf at Uur vv u perfectly con- was a sc/oj -m on which theie ought not to 
vinceit ot the jV»jni* tv of the motives of the be ain fir ther dela} . — The motion was then 
lion gent, m bringing fo a ard this subject, but, withdrawn. 

he c.ml assuic uie house Hint tiie attention [Fin vncf Co?,? vttt:'i ] — T hv Chancellor 
of his friuj-'s v's serv nits teas partictil .riy of iJw !'.n hcqun , pui.soant to his notice, m 
called to it, as the 1 regime t winch l e had consequence of the general sense of the 
the honour to command had been employed house, and in ohcdu iue to the iccumnicn- 
on service in the West Indies. He was ul elation in the lords commissioners speech, 
opinion tli.it great advantage would he deriv - fur the renewal of tho^e inquiries which 
ed from attend ng to tins matter; hut |y» was had been inierrupted by the hue dissolution 
not sanguine i lUMjth tnexpect, tli tbv .invar- of parliament, rose to move f« »: flic ie.a wal 
rangements that could be adopted, the h abb of the Finance Committee, in reconnnend- 
of.tlie troops Ciiuhl be preserved as wed as in mg the proposii'mii he had to submit to the 
Europe 'Willed his legum-nt, had been sent house, it w as linnet c s.saty for him to cnlaige 
out fir t lliey were q>iaiterc»! in S'.unv I Til! upon th*.: importance of such inqu'iiesto 
Barra, ks, i.i J uuai-a, situated xrouling to j the pubiic inti*:est, because no difference of 
the idea of’ the hon. gi nt. and vet the re^i- opinion existed, no objection was fi li to the 
ii i.* ‘lit h id suttered (vm-iderahle sickness He revival of flu* commi'tee. Thcordy quos- 
it! lit tiia 1 in :ch nenetii would result from non upon which any difference would arise 
tl yfton of unproved arrangements re vvas, as to the appointment of the cummit- 
'spening til** Birncks, bu' 0 on t!’e other tee, and the persons whom the house might 
,po uts c. »ii ^ dciao.e d'tf *rence of opiniuii pic- think piopvi to select. He had reason to 
\au ul :n.' esper.etuvd olH eis. think, that a ihlVeivnce of opinion would 

Mr.//-' S n in sud t tint ihe argument- prevail on this subji ct, because he had, on a 
of the no l h) d tended to put asirfe ml former n gut, heard express-ons liom the 
enquny by \ to.nm.iUc of that iioas^ other side of the house, that the gentlemen 
wh.rh iit* i o.ilvl noi agree to. An enquny tliere would be disapp >imed, if all the mem- 
b/ a comentt' e m.g’ii "om Minvs be ot gie it ,bvrs of the former commit I ct*, who wete 
u^e. Th‘<,ir»bie lord nad snd, that the now members of the house, should not be 
d arils o.i i decreased one-third in the hist ippoinied. He was sensible of the ine..pe- 
te.eye.ir-. 1 V m.Me no doubt bill if an en dieney of such an appoint meat, that though 
q my h .d taken ) rev. ous to tha^iiqie, he should propose to, continue some of the 

the decn a ,i* w (AJ’d h .vv h^en still g.-ejier. member? of that committee, he should leave 
There was ao'otucr point ot vie w in which out others, in older to make room for the 
enquiry might hereafter be of great mi- introduction of members of a diderent de- 
portance, viz as to nui&W^st India (fosses scriplion^ The noble lord opposite (lord 
sbons, and what was the accoynt of the tx Howick) had said, that all the members «f 
p(*nce in men or money of maintaining the committee ought to be appointed, except 
tljem. 0 He sup[)osnl, however, the noble two, hi* hon fiiend (Mr S. Bourne), and 
lord and mi^istera wonkl do thvii duty, and the hon. baronet (sir H Mihlmay^ who had. 
Would, therelore, rec»miuend c to Jhe hon. on the preceding day, made a satisfactory 




statement in his justification from the charge ballof. He had acceded, however, to the 
which had been imputed to him. He should sugge-tioq of the noble lord, because he 
follow, therefore, in that instance, the ad- should thereby get rid of any suspicion that 
vice of the noble lord, and not press tlieap- any thing was intended, which he was afraid 
pointment of either of his lion, friends ; to avow openly. Before he- made any mo- 
and as the noble lord, who Sad originally re tion, he should rfad over the list of the cum - 
commendud the comiflitfee Jhad not appoint- mittee he meant to propose, in order that the 
ed any person in office, hc|kfluld adhere to house might see whether he had not retain- 
his precedent, llis hon. f iend (Mr. S. ed the most efficient members of the late 
Bourne) being now in office, would not, committee. Ho had already stated the ne- 

t hereto! e, be proposed»on the committee, cessity of making some alteration in the ( on- 

though acquitted by the noble lord opposite stitution of the committee, kcau^e there 
of the charge urged against him ; and the were many acts of tjfe last administration 
hon. baronet, acting under the influence of which would be subjects of inquiry. He 
a sense of delicacy grca’cr than the occasion could state mnny*facts which would induce 
called for, had requested that he might not die house not to trust with implicit confi- 
be proposed, as it appeared 10 be the opinion den/:e to those, v ho were disposed only to 
of some members of the house of commons, praise the late n'lmiiii-hation, and who ’ by 
that some farther explanation was necessary, ihcir overbearing authority in tin* comnut- 
— lie could not help hcrecalling to the re- tee rni^ht keep Irek the mnuiries into their 
collection of the house the manner in ulm h particular acts The la'c mim-ters had ex- 
ilic committee had been origin illy appoint- pros*,- ; r, * . . , nn (t p ointment 

ed, so different fmm any commitlie that liac^ ui the coimi.n.ie, very nr..< h a*eise to the 
ever been appointed in pailiament, and com- gram of places in rcveiM.iu ; then was, how- 
posed almost cm lusivoly ot one description wer, the imtajice to which his attention had 
of persons. There were only two persons ken rakd, of their kivhig a short timehe- 
tipon it, . > could be supposed, from their fore they went on! of office, appointed two 
p.n ]iament.u y conduct, to he friendly to the offices in revulsion of a most extraordinary 
present administration; t hi ee others were nature; lie alluded to the appointment of a 
not biassed towaitis cither party, and all the Collec or and Surveyor of (\moips in the 
rest were sui h as would dc dispose 1 to view port of B lenos Avies, a place r.oi ihen in 
subjects in the same light with the noble the possession of h.s majesty. These were 
lord (hear! hear*). A committee so lip revei sionary grunts to lake place upon an un* 
po.ntcJ conM not be impaitial, or answer certain contingency, and #na<|j‘ by tho^e gen- 
the expectations of the house or the public, tlemen who appeared to he so nice on this 
As he did not mean to enlarge the number subject, (hear, hear !) He had, on a. for- 
beyond ; i :> , the number of which the for mer occnsion. -rated, w ithout giving" any 
tnor committee had consisted, because that opinion upon the propriety of appoint- 
\v,is the greatest number that could come- intfsuch odieeis, the nomination of 300 
niently assemble for business, he meant to ‘-imwwors oJ Taxes. The nomination 'was 
exclude some of the former members, in founded on a renic-entation from the Co», 
order to intioduce (others, for the more im- missioners of* Taxes, nude in March, ]QOG 
partial constitution ot the committee. The hut the appointmettf could not take place tTli 
five that had been removed by the event of the business wax* submitted to parliament, 
the election, were not enongn for tli it pur- When the dissolution tn'»k place m October* 
pose, and the lft»a-e would in its discretion^ without any sanction of pailiament having 
decide upon that point. Inthe appointment* been obtained for these appointments, the 
of the committee also, lie meant to adopt persons weie defoliated to the offices, ia 
tlie suggestion of life noble lo«d, by giving the way the noble lord had said on a former 
the preference to the appointment of it opt*n- night: member-. of parliament waited on 
ly % to a ballot. It was his opinion, liovve- tlie minister, they were received civilly, and < 
ver, that the apporjtnu-nt by ballot was in JLk$ promise made, lint (Tie parliament men * 
general to be prcferuul. Nothing crnld be in December, and sat .some months; tk<5 
more invidious than the discussing whether measure for sanctioning tha appointment was 
any particular individual was a proper person not brought forward, and the hon. genth mert 
to be appointed on the conynittee ; and opposite, wheg they lost the pov e? of 
the fitness of persons to act together upon ’performance^ were compelled to rev vu to rho 
such » committee, could be better consulted condoling letters « hi< h he had kffiic aJJid- * 
by individuals making out their lists fur a £1 to. This circumstance would induce tii« 

2 \ % . ^ 
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house not to place implicit or peculiar con- had declared it to have been the usual prec- 
edence in tnose gentlemen, wlfo viewed tice, and on that alone lie was induced to 
every thing in the< same light as the late ad- continue on it. He hoped, however, there 
ministration. .Another appointment made would be no irregularity in his requesting* to w 
by the late administration/ was that of Ga- be left out of ik The following were the 
zette Writer, created by patent, for Scotland, gentlemen he {proposed ; — On the former 
with a salary of *£300 ptr annum. This committee— rf, Bankes, Mr.' Biddnlph, 
office had beerf before divided between the lord H. Petlyfj'Mr. Grattan, lord A. Handl- 
ed! tors of three newspapers (hear ! hear !). ton, Mr. H. Yhornton, Mr. W. Cavendish, 
.He wished the lion, gentlemen to hear his Mr. N. Calvert, Mr. Alderman Combe, Mr. 
statement, and to bear in mind that the Bcogdcn, and Mr. T. Baring. — New mem- 
business of the office«.was pei formed by these bers — Mr. Leyccstei , Mr. Alderman Shaw, 
three persons, without any expence to the Mr. Hawkins Browne, Mr. JoddreU, Mr. 
public, though they mada a profit of a£'i00 Hiley Addington, Mr. Richard Wharton, 
a year by the publications in their new.spa- Mr. Rutherford, Mr. Sumner, Mr. Milnes, 
pers. These persons had been turned out of Mr. P. Caicw, Mr. ] .eslie Foster, Mr. Ryder, 
their employments, and an appointment by Mr. Ellison, and Mr. Wigram. — T hese 
atent given to the present possessor ; and were the persons whom h^ wished to have 
e should ask whether any gentlejnan be- appointed on the committee ; and he trust- 
lieved that this had been done with any other ed that the lioure would be sensible of the 
view than to girt; the place to that person ? propriety of the selection he had made. 
He should not (Tvvfell in detail upon all the They would observe, ‘that in the list, there 
acts of the late ministers, but he confessed 1 were two of the Northern members for 
himself at a loss to understand what they Seqrfand, namely, luid A. Hamilton, and 
could mean by the appointment of a Profes- Mr. Rutherford ; and two for Ireland, Mr. 
sor of Medical Jurisprudence, (a laugh, and Grattan and Mr. Foster. Having said thus 
hear! hear!). He acknowledged that he much, he should first move, “ That a Com* 
was ignorant of the duly of that professor, mi ttee be appointed to examine and consider 
. and could not comprehend what was meant what regulations and checks have been es- 
by the science he professed. There had also tablislicd in order to controul the several 
been three new sheriffs appointed in Scot- i branches of the public expenditure in Great 
land, with salaries of between sC‘150 and Britain and Ireland, anyhow far the same 
j£?300 a year, q:i a division of counties, ha\e been effectual, and what further mca- 
wlicre the quTies were before executed as in sures can bo adopted for reducing any part 
one Shrievalty. 'These were some of the ! of the said expenditure, or diminishing the 
many acts of the late administration, which amount of salaries and emoluments, without 
would be likely to come under the conside- detriment to the public sen ice.” lie should 
ration of the committee. Another appoint- then propose the members individually.— On 
meat, which was equally censurable, was the question being put upon the first motion, 
^jhe granf of a pension, during pleasure, of Lord Henry Petty said, that it would be 
j£400 a year, to a civil and criminal Judge impossible for him not to admire the can- 
dour of the right hon. gent, who at the mo- 
ment of moving for the appointment of a 
committee pf inquiry, had introduced his 
motion by a gross and jnrtial statement of 
facts, which the committee was to decide 
upon. He said the statement was gross and 
partial, because it war unsupported by any 
document. He did not impute any unfair 
intention t'o the right hon gent, who appear- 
ed to him to have spoken from that* bias 
which gentlemen on either side of the house 
usually felt. If he should fail of refuting the 
observations of the right hon. gent, it was be- 
cause he had no notice of the attack,and could 
not hayehAd the advantageof consul ting those 
documents which would have enabled him 
to repel i\. The conduct of the right bon. 


in Scotland, (loud cries ot hear, hear!). 
This grant had, no doubt, not been cairied 
into etiect, but that was owing to tiie doubts 
entertained by the pert-on who was to carry it 
into effect in Scotland, as to its legality. He 
should not go through the other exceptiona- 
ble appointments made by these gentlemen, 
as he had stated enough to shew, that those 
who thoughfcxactly with them were nut to 
be exclusively confided in. He should next 
proceed to read the names of those A'hom 
he proposed to be'appointed cs the comini t- 
tqp.' It had been usual, that the person who 
;jflmed the committee shoukl always jstand 
the first on the list ; but fr&n this he begged to 
‘ beexcused. The noble lord opposite him (lord 
H. retry) had done the same; but the hvuse 
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gent, was the more extraordinary, as he had nothing of any such grant. He should not, 
sheltered an hon. baronet, on the preceding be bold enbugh to say, that any administra- 
night, from the effects of a charge against tion might not fall into abuses, and he had 
him, till the document should be produced always, since he had a seat in that house, 
to justify 'it; and yet, without any docu- supported motions for inquiries, whether in 
ments to bear him oufc thatlright lion. gent, the shape of naval or military commission*, 
now called* upon the house tl receive his va- He was glad to see the right- hon. gent, fol- 
rious charges against his majUty’s late mini- lowing the example which hfe had himself, 
sters. Unprepared as he must be from his for the first time, given of excluding person* 
ignorance of the intention or attack of the in office from such a committee. As to the 
right hon. gent., he should, so far .is his me- gentlemen whom the right hon. gent, left 
mory served him, endeavour to follow the out from the number ot the former commit- 
right hon. gent, through his statement. One tee, he should only say, that he saw no good 
of the charges made by the right hon. gent, ground for such exclusion. He thought the 
was, the appointment? of a Collector for the object of the right hon. gent, would be gain- 
Port of Buenos Avres. Would not every ed by introducing eight new members in the 
gentleman imagine, from the manner in place of those who were not members of this 
which this change had been urged, that a parliament, and of the hon baronet (sir H. 
considerable expence was incurred, a heavy Mildir^y) and the hon. gent, opposite (Mr. 
burthen accrued in consequence to the pub- S. Bourne) now in office, -if the parliament 
lie ? Was it not common candour, or rather was not dissolved to get rid of the commil- 
was it not a gross want of candour in the tee, why not revfve it, as far as that could 
right hon. gent, not to have stated, tlut nef be done, as it existed before the dissolution ? 
expence was to be incurred on the [girt of The members who had proceeded with the 
the public, till the duties of the office were business in the fornjer committee, would 
to be performed on the recapture of Buenos more readily take it up in this, and he should 
Ayres ? Considerable inconvenience had been therefore object to any individual who should 
felt from the want of an establishment for be proposed to the exclusion of any of the 
the collection of the duties in the fiist in- former members who were eligible. The 
stance, and the appointment bad been made following was the list of the former mem- 
to guard against a similar inconvenience 111 bers in the present parliament: Mr. H. 
case of the rc-qppturc of the settlement. Thornton, Mr. .Bankes, lord Mahon, Mr. 
The right hon. gent, had renewed his stale- Biddnlph, lord A. Hamilton , m Mr. L*itib, 
ment with^vspect to the appointment of the Mr. Wliitlfread, Mr. Baring* Mr. Brogden, 
SOOSurveyors ol Taxes, a measure which had Mr. Calvci t, Mr. W. Cawndish, Mr. Shaw, 
originated with the Commissioners of Taxes. Mr. Western, and Mr. Alderman Contbe. 
As to the nomination of the officers, # some If the*»o members should be appointed on 
might have been so nominated, but since the th^ committee, he should not then object to 
matter had been mentioned, several persons the nomination of any other members whom 
had stated to him, that they bad recommended the right hon. gent, might tliirTk prope^p 
individuals to these offices, but it had been propose. • 

uniformly answered that no appointment Mr. Boyle, (Solicitor-General for Scot- 
could take place without the sanction of par- land), contended, that it was the duty of 
liament. Another charge Mas the creation *be committee to investigate the jobs of one 
of an office, tcv which some might object, aaministration ns wldl as those of another, 
but which had been given to an individual It was, not only the cases -alluded to by the 
who had devoted a long life of disinterested noble lord opposite that challenged inquiry, 
aervice to the public, and who had in*the but others also. The appointment of a col- 
# University but an income of 1 1 Jo/, per an- lector for Buenos Ayres, among others, call- 
num. It had been thought a better mode to ed most loudly for investigation. It was 1 
jfrovide fofr this distinguished and merito- true, the appointment wdbld not take place, 
rious gentleman, "Mr. Dugnld Smart, by' unless the settlement should be reduced by 
giving him that* place, which had before his majesty’sParms ; but the nomination con- 
been enjoyed by three newspaper writers, stituted anew species of* reversion contin- 
than by a pension. Were editors of news- g*nt on an $vont which might or migHf not 
papers the only literal y men ftie gentlemen happen. The appointment of Gazette wri- 
apposite would protect ? was theirs the only ter of ScotTand, an office quite new, and • 
«ciente they encouraged r As tp the pension *he purest of all possible sinecures, was also 
to a civil and criminal Judge, he bad hoard a proper object <jf inquiry. He^llowed the 
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Wgb merit of the individual who was ap- 
pointed to this office, blit that m£rit ought to 
be rewarded by a Jess exceptionable provision. 
The printers r of the Edinburgh newspapers 
had been allowed to publish what was called 
a Gazette, when a change was introduced 
in the Bankrupt Laws ot Scotland, in 1 7p3 , 
on the express condition stipulated by an il 
lustrious individual now no more (Mr. Pirt), 
that it should cost thp country nothing. Now 
it was taken out of the hands of those news- 
paper printers, to whom it had afforded a 
profit of £200 a year, and with a salary of 
j£&UO annexed, it was* transferred to Mr. I 
Dugald Stuart, his heirs and assignees. .This ! 
was surely a grant which in every shape call- | 


tegrity. But if any charge should be made 
on them, he would he the first to call for in- 
quiry and investigation into the grounds of 
| that charge. But when he looked to the 
bench opposite (the Treasury Bench), and 
| saw on it mci/> cerUynly all remarkable for 
their talent £, nut of whom no two were 
I without penlions, sinecures, and reversions, 

! settled on themselves, or on their families, 
inquiry was loudly called for, to shew how 
they and their infants had become possessed 
of those drains from the public purse. He 
was shocked at the mode of meeting one ac- 
cusation by retorting another. When those 
most reinai kahle for .ability . in investigation 
were excluded, when the names of the 


ed for investigation. It was a sinecure and , new committee were rtiore numerous than 


z reversionary grant united. 


those of the old, when the present ministers. 


Mr. Bi dd ufp ft said, that though he had j not satisfied with introducing eight names 
introduced the measure of the Committee of ( instead of those 0 of the old members not re- 
Inquiry, he hdti not been allowed to chusc j turned, he was sure the country would not 
the members. Yet hc’was anxious to im- think the present committee auspicious to 


press upon the house the propriety of acllie* 1 the cause of retrenchment and reform. To 
ring, as pinch as possible, to the names of baffle a people loaded with burthens by liokl- 
which it was originally composed. He had ing out a delusive investigation, could lead to 


attended the committee constantly, except nothing but disappointment and discontent, 
on a few days, on which he had been pre- He lamented the insinuation, that no set of 
vented by ill health, and he could say, that men could be found in the house free from 
the candour, the good understanding, and party devotions, or from party animosity, an 
the inquiring spirit that had been manifested insinuation that must sink the character of 
in it, had never been surpassed. Jt was im- the house in the opinion of the country, and 
possible to state any political grievance to must diminish the hopijs entertained from 
which it diji not, at tend. The act which it the investigation. 

had brought forward, was the application to Mr. Sci retm // Canning had po doubt that 
the house upon which the bill for restraining the hen. gentlemen opposite wished for a 
the grants of places in reversion was found- fair inquiry, and perhaps tiny thought the 
ed. The time required for the investigation appointment of the former members the best 
necessary to prepare well founded and useful j means ot securing such an inquiry. In an- 
reports, had prevented those reports from | swer to them, and particularly to the lion. 
Joking made as early as they might otherwise l gent. (Mr. Biddulph), who was entitled to 
have been. As to the person's w ho were to j particular consideration in every thing ccn- 
be introduced to fill the vacancies created by ! nected with this subject, he had to say, that 
the changes in the representation, he saw no if human affairs could be conducted without 
great exception to the persons proposed.^At partiality or prejudice, the plan they recom- 
the same time, he Should take occasion, mended would be entitled (o preference. But 
when thenames should come to be consider-* as the contrary was the iact, and as personal 
ed, to propose the name of one person, and party attachments were known to be al- 
whom he should, at present, designate no itiost universally prevalent in that house, he 
further than # by saying, that he appeared to ; saw no danger in avowing t to the public 
, have the keenest sense of the public wrongs, \ what was* already well known, the 
and the strongest disposition to investigate j prevalence of those party * attachments, 
and to reform the wasteful expenditure Of j and to guard against fc any unfair prepon- 
the public money. c derancc of those attach mem ts, by balancing the 

Mr. Brand w ished for a fair and honour- J numbers of the parties. It was therefore 
jflte inquiry, such as was duq to the ch^rac- I desirable to avoid appointing those whose 
ter of the house, stu h as wtas expected by an J parly prejiMices ran all in the same course, 
anxious country and a suffering people. He j He would, indeed, be ready to allow, thajt if 
was partial to the right hon gentlemen oon I there was one set of men free trom all party 
the bendi below him ((lie late ministers), I prejudice and animosity, that if those men 
from a high Opinion of their talents and in- * had been for many years out of office, and if 
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on coming at length into office, they exer- 
cised their power, neither to stigmatize 'hen- 
opponents, nor immediately to reward tlit .r 
adheients, he would allow th.it it would be 
very lit to encourage so brillil'it an example 
of purity, by appointing the*.* men to be of 
the committee. If not perhlMly p re, they 
would at least be perfectly un.i|cused, while 
the conduct of the inquiry would be in «h ir 
own hands If, however, he were cnUei 1 1 
upon to point out the dcscnpt'on ot men | 
mosit free from political nnimodtv, it was ; 
not to the opposite bench that he would 
look. If lie was called upon to point out 
those who had Abstained in »st from the u<«e 
of power for the adiaiiltge of their depend- 1 
ents, he would look there as little for the 
reality of the fanciful perfection which was 
so much to be wished for. If, on the con- 
trary, lie were to look for those who made , 
the nest use of a very short interval of power i 
for the benefit of themselves and their atihe- j 
rents, the hun gentlemen were thoic on i 
whom he should hx. A noble lord (H«Pet- ; 
ty) had, upon a former occasion, toid .« story 
of an old Roman Moralist, who wialu d to 
live m a house of glass, that all his actions j 
might be seen. The noble lord I i . . d express- 
ed a wish to live in such a bouse himself He 
could not avoid, however, repeating io him 
the vulgar proverb, “Those who h »ve a 
house of glass, ought no; tu begin by throw- * 
ing stones” [a laugh] . Those l)) whom this ] 
■rinc'ple unparliamentary pi ad ice had been 
not long since laid down, were now unv.il*- 
litig tha» the house of glass, which lids in- 
quiry was to constitute, should be enlarged 
by a bow window, so as to include them (a 
laugh). It was impossible to stale grounds j 
for inquiry, otherwise than generally in de- j 
tail. When his right lion, friend made ge- 
neral charges, he was called as loudly to par- 
ticidai ise, and when he did paiticularise, 
those who forced him to do to cried shame. 
Well, indeed, nvglit the specification be ob- 
jected lo by the noble lord opposite, and hi? 
colleagues. The noble lord and his col- 
leagues had found* out, that a collector, 
•oniptroller; searchers, and # tide waiters, 
v^;re wanted at Buenos Ayres, a place not 
yet in our "possession Common reversions 
were at least exempt from the fault of bring- 
ing immediate cflhrgcs on the country. But 
this appointment conveyed so many rever- 
sions, which ild become immediately 
chaigcable, unless, indeed, th? place should 
not taken, and the mischief would fall 
Entirely on the unfortunate collector, comp- 
troller, searchers and tide waiters. But it 
was not only it> the burthen that this ap- 
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nniiitment was mischievous, but in the in-* 
liuence whikh i» created. It ii had been in the 
contempt rion of a government that covered 
sea and land with its glories, jind was .o ex- 
•end its power owr the world, to apply this 
system to ail its co.iqut>M-, not only to thosa - 
an u illy ac hieved, but n> those they meant 
to accumulate one unon another, opening a 
scene which wouid hive made Buonaparte 
little in comparison — ,we should have had 
collectors and coinptrolieis of the Bosphorus* 
and searchers ami waders of Rosetta {a 
laugh). Theie was hete to beohseivcd, a 
great change in llm to./u of the hon. gentle* 
men on the subject of Buenos Ayres. When 
the conquest of that place was effected, flie 
hon. gentlemen thought it not worthy of be^ 
ing mentioned in the king’s speech. Now 
it had Required a va-t importance in their 
eves j and why ? not fiorn its importance to 
the commerce, or nav igatioh, or to the gene- 
ral resources of tlft? country, but because it 
was a place that afforded room for the ap- 
pointment of collectors, comptrollers, search- 
ers, and tide Waiters. # This was a complete 
key to »h** whole policy of the late ministers 
— and a most happy il lustra: ion it was of 
their large, liber .1, and enh diicned views! 
How ever far the range might have extended 
in contemplation, the actual list ended here, 
and it became necessary to return home to 
the 300 surveyors of taxes. The noble lord’* 
defence here, as in the Joyner instance, was, 
that the appointment was prospective. But 
was the influence prospective ? Why did the 
appointment take place on the eve of a g'ene- 
ral election ? If the coincidence was acciden- 
tal? the lion, gentle. nm were certainly the 
first favourites of fortune! He acknowledg- 1 
ed the high literary merit of %Ir. Duga^} 
Stuart, wholi id besides the merit, and be 
thought it no ligjit one, of having edu- 
cated the no^le *lord. He acknowledged 
A^d lamented the* general insufficiency of 
the rewards bestowed on literary mei it in 
this country; but he highly condemned the 
mode of reward here adopted, bj' constitu- 
ting a new sinecure, and bestowing it on Mr. " 
Stuart and his assignees for 21* years A® to 
the comparison instituted by the noble lord % 
between this grant and life rewards granted 
to the writers of die Anti-jacobin, he for 
one, felt no fliame for the.character or prin- 
ciples of that work ; nor any other sorrow 
for the share h^had in it than that whiclf the 
'imperfection of his pieces was calculated to 
inspire. He was told that this provision of • 
Mr. Stuart was substituted for a professor* 
ship of medical jurisprudence, vfhich ft bad 
been intended to institute. *He should like 
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Id see the hon. gentlemen in the fall swing 
of tbeir insolence of power, risking this 
appointment, immediately after their un- 
qualified attacks upon their antagonists, as 
much as to say, “ Though you can do no- 
thing, we dare do every thing/' He doubt- 
ed whether this same science of medical ju- 
risprudence could be found any where men- 
tioned, even in the Scotch Encyclopaedia. In 
answer to what the noble lord had said about 
newspapers, he would ask, was there no in- 
■tanceliereofa newspaper (ihe Morning Chro- 
nicle) conspicuous for itsattachrnent to the con- 
stitution, and for the fairness of its mode of de- 
tailing all transactions in which its party in- 
terests had a place, whose proprietor was ap- 
pointed Secretary to the Barrack Board, at 
which a secretary was a new and a sinecure 
institution? With such an ins lance v in their 
jown conduct, how could they tax the pre- 
sent ministers with partiality to newspapers? 
There was another act wlfich he looked upon 
as a flagrant breach of the constitution, the 
grant of $ pension of 4001. a-year during 
pleasure to a Scotch Judge, [lord H. Petty 
said, across the table, he knew nothing about 
this matter]. The hon. gentlemen, when 
in power, were so united, that no difference 
of opinion prevailed among them ; when 
out, and charged with a job, they fled in ali 
direction's, and left it to light 011 what head 
it would. 

Mr. Curwen rejoiced to see the light hon. 
gent, throw- the first stone from the glass- 
house. Though he was partial to his hon. 
friends below him, he vva*» not one of those 
nr ho would defend any man through thick 
or thin. He was sorry there were those 
who acted, on the contrary system. There 
&W * s a vote of the house, declaring the pro- 
priety of abolishing sinecure places. He 
was glad to hear the hgn. gentlemen oppo- 
site so strenuous in condemning the creation 
©f such places. It was A pledge that no s^oh 
thing would be done in the administration 
of the hon. gentlemen. It was however re- 
ported, that all the right hon. gentlemen op- 
posite held sinecure places for themselves or 
their families. If such a system was con- 
quered, though pur allies might have lost a 
battle, we should have acquired a great vic- 
tory, when the money that was wrung from 
the people could no longer be absorbed 
in this manner. The right hon secretary 
b&laaid, there was no huff pern dent man in 
parliament : he was at least thus far inde- 
pendent, that he had never accepted a fa- 
vour from any minister, nor ever would. 
Hehvould askjhe right hcyi. secretary, whe- 
ther or not he himself had a pension ? 


Mr. Secretary Canning denied having said 
there were no independent men in the house. 
He had asserted only that party attachments 
were prevalent. As to the hon. gent’s, ques- 
tion, the answer was, that on his retiring 
from the office' >f under secretary for foreign 
affairs, Mr. Pit* and lord Grenville proposed 
to make a pr^V/sion for him, which he had 
accepted, and settled by his desire one half on 
himself, and the other half on two very near 
and dear relations, who were dependent for 
their subsistence upon his labours. 

Dr. Laurence thought it was extraor- 
dinary, that on the \ery day when vre had 
received from the continent news most dis- 
astrous to our allies, the secretary of state 
for foreign affairs, should, in the course of 
his speech, amuse the house so much with 
idle fancies, with jokes and epigrammatic 
points. As to his argument, it did not hear at 
nil upon the question. The question was for 
the appointment of a committee, to consi- 
der and report what retrenchments might be 
mad:; in the public expenditure, ard what 
useless places might be abolished. Now, 
there was no one instance mentioned, either 
by the chancellor of the exchequer or the 
right hon. secretary, which could be referr- 
ed to that committee. As to the appoint- 
ment of a Collector or Comptroller of 
Buenos Ayres, there was no burden now 
upon the country on that "ccount, and if the 
place should be taken, it was evident that 
there must be such officers. The question, 
then, between the late and present admini- 
stration on this point wa* 1 merely who should 
hav.'* the influence that was to be obtained 
by the appointments ? Next, as to the place 
given to Mr. Dugald Stuart, the right hon. 
gent, did not object to the bunion but only 
to the mode, and thought it would be belter 
to provide for him by a pension than a place. 
On this point, therefore, there was no re- 
trench ment proposed. With respect to the 
300 Surveyors of Taxes the right hon. 
secretary confessed that the appointment of 
them was right, and that the present mini- 
sters meant to pursue the same measure, but 
that they intended to appoint the surveyo v s 
themselves.* In all those instances which 
the chancellor of the exchequer had nffcn- 
tioned, there was not* one in which they 
proposed the least retrenchment of expcnce, 
or any matter whicty could be referred to the 
committee. They only seemed angry at 
having their o>yn patronage and influence 
somewhat intrenched upon^y the appoint- 
ments of their predecessors. 

Sir S. Romilly lamented that the sim- 
ple question before the house had been sq 
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much wandered From. Much was expected 
from the inquiry which it was now proposed 
to institute. The character of the house 
would depend upon the issue of that inqui- 
ry j and the confidence in it would depend 
on the description of t^en oflwhom it would 
be composed. When it wls sought to re- 
place in its proper situation Altry thing else 
that bad been disturbed by tne dissolution, 
this most important matter ought not to be 
deranged. Though other gentlemen might 
be as well qualified in other respects, the 
knowledge already acquired by those who 
composed the last committee rendered them 
by far the fittest persons to be re-chosen 
now. If they were not appointed, the 
pledge given in his •majesty’s speech would 
not be kept. 

Mr. Bankpj saui, that it was with the ut- 
most pain lie had heard the*accusations and 
recriminations which had been brought 
forward this night. He thought the effect 
of them must be to degrade the character of 
all public men in the eyes of the public at 
large. He could not avoid expressing his 
strongest disapprobation of some of the acts 
which had been stated to have been done by 
the late administration. As to the granting 
a pension, during pleasure, to a civil and 
criminal Judge iq Scotland, he thought it a 
measure so unconstitutional, and in every 
oint of view so reprehensible, that it musL 
e seriously investigated before the commit- 
tee. As the finance Committee was a com- 
mittee of inquiry only, and had not the 
power of acting upon whatever might be 
the result of their investigation, he did ex- 
pect that not a single member of the fate 
committee would have been excluded on the 
re-appointment of it- What danger, he 
would ask, was there lobe apprehended from 
the same persons that had already shewn 
themselves to be both able and industrious 
in the pursuit of these inquiries continuing 
to inquire, and to Report the evidence which 
they received, together with their opinion 
thereon, to the house, when the house 
would afterwards hav^tlie power of judging 
for # itself upon, the evidence, and of agree- 
ing or disagreeing with their committee as 
to their discretion might seem fit, and of 
acting only according Ifo the judgment of the 
house ? There was one point, in fact, upon 
which the late committee had not rely 
made up their minds ; it was but justice, 
therefore, that an opportunity •should be. 
given them that they might be enabled to 
corpe at*hat final determination. # The par- 
ticular point to which he alluded was that of 
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a discovery which was made by the commit^ 
tee of some abuse in the office^of the Pay- 
master-General. At th^ time when that 
discovery was made, no appyehepsicu was 
entertained of the sudden dissolution of 
parliament which afterwards took place, 
Under the impression that they were likely 
to sit much longer, they came to a resolu- 
tion not to deliver in their report, as to tha 
facts on which their discovery tested, until 
they should have hit upon the means that 
would be most likely to prevent a recurrence 
of similar abuses in future. Upon that point 
they had not comp to any determination $ 
but for his own part, he believed that the 
only radical cure for such an evil was the 
speedy passing of Accounts. But, as the 
committee had not come to any determina- 
tion on that head, that was one reason why he 
wished t Rat the same persons should be again 
appointed to an office wliichrthey had alrea- ! 
dy most honourably filled. But, exclusive 
a>f this consideration, there was another, 
namely, that the zeal, ability, industry and 
integrity which *he had already witnessed in 
the former members, had such weight upon 
his mind, that he in fact regretted that any 
one of their names should be omitted on the 
present occasion ; but he was most peculiar- 
ly sorry, he must say, at seeing the name of 
an hon. friend of his (Mr. Sharpe) omitted, 
as lie had been one of the most active, the 
most eminently useful servant to^ thepubji^ 
in the former committee — a gentleman to 
whose. acuteness and industry, the house 
and the public were principally indebted for . 
the discoveries which were made in the 
first Report. But as a plain matter of fact, he 
w'as confident it must be obvious to every fair* 
candid and impartial man, that tfiose who. 
had already given up a good deal qf the!? 1 * 
time and bent their mind to inquiries of the 
nature which was upbken of, mqst be infi- . 
nit^ly better qualified to enter on such in- 
quires in the present*parliament, than any 
other gentleman whatever who had not here* 
tofore turned his attention that waj* 

Mr. Whitbread said, that from an expee* , 
tatipn that the committee would have much , 
longer time tp continue theirfnvestigationa 
than he found was afterwards permitted 
thertf, and knowing as he did, that owing 
to his mipd being otherwise engaged at 
the commencement of their fitting he was un- 
able to attend at the first of their in vestige- , 
tions* ; he therefefe did not think fit to at- . 
tend the comnffittee during the latter pan of 
thqir sitting, but waited until they should 
have made a report, intending the* to jpin 
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than on tb$ir entering upon a fresh shbject . Mr. Stuart JVorjtley asked an hon. gent. 
For this reason he agreed with opposite (Mr. Bankes), whether the report 
thehoh member who spoke last, and on the was regularly drawn up before him, or with 

r sod which hed been l nr him stated, his approbation as chairman of the commit- 
could not complain that his name was tee, and ready to be delivered at the bar of 
omitted in the list of members to form the the house when/ the dissolution took place) 
present committee. Mr. Bankes tmswefted, that that was the 

Mr Addington thought that it was neces- only day on vl/ch he was absent from the 
•ary his tote on a former evening should not committee. Ike understood, however, that 
lead to any misconstruction. He did not the report was drawn up, approved of by 
vote for the address, 2nd oppose the amend- the committee, and. ready to be presented at 
naent, because he considered the dissolution the bar of the house. As he had already 
of parliament a laudable measure, but stated, the committee had come to the reso* 
because this recurrence to the sense of the lution of relating the facts, and pointing 
people was to be justified'on constitutional ' ont the remedy at the same time, but such 
grounds. He was fully aware that it must • a resolution was very fairly alterable according 
be attended with great and serious income- ! as circumstances might suggest to the com- 
n fences, and therefore he was most anxious 1 rnittee ; of such circumstances the dissolu- 


that matters should be restored as nearly as 
possible to the state in which the<y were 
prior to that appeal, or to the condition in 
which they woulci have been, had there been 
no dissolution of parliarhent. Such were 
the views with which he conceived the j 
chancellor of the exchequer brought in the 
bill last night, and he hoped his expectations ! 
would not be disappointed. With regard to 
the names, he had only one objection to 
make, and it respected a person, of whose 
abilities or deficiencies he was the most com- 
petent to judge. He hoped the house would 
exclude himself, as he felt that he was not 
adequate to discharge the important duty. 
He Entertained always a high opinion ot his 
right lion, friend, the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, and lie* earnestly hoped caution 
wotold be observed, in the present arrange- 
ment, in order to avoid those suspicions that 
any partiality must unavoidably produce. r> 

Lord Cochrane declared, that he did ex- 
perMhat the same regulation would have 
been adopted on this occasion, ^is that which 
bad been agreed to with, respect to Private 
Bills. Besides this, from 1 their actions he 
judged that the last committee was betj’fr 
than auy new one that was likely to be ap- 
pointed. << 

Colonel* Snip Ivy declared that the former 
committee had the entire confidence of the 
country, whefi what he felt himself entitled 
to call the unjustifiable conduct of ministers, 
the dissolution, deprived the country of the^ 
further benefit of their labours. For inis* 
reason he though) tnat ministers owed it to 
the* individuals who composed that commit- 
tee,*to 1 he house, and to. (be u country, cto 
re-animate, now they had an opportunity of 
■ doing so, that virtuous body whose vital 
powers the pestilential breath of ministers 
fur a tftne suspended. * 


tion was certainly one. < 

Mr. Huskissoi ^ observed, that the com* 
irittee had adjourned to two o’clock on 
Monday consequently they had not time to 
have prepared such a report as that which 
was spoken of, before the dissolution took 
place. 

Mr. H. Thornton declared that he was of 
opinion that the statement of facts and the 
remedy proposed for those evils ought to he 
given together ; the committee was of the 
same opinion j but the resolution of the 
committee, he thought was repeatable, as 
circumstances might appear to them to jus- 
tify it ; and for his own part he was of opi- 
nion that it would be much better that a 
naked report of snch facts as had came to 
their knowledge should be given to parlia- 
ment, than that the report should be entire- 
ly lop.t, and the committee deprived of the 
power of stating what they knew, by the 
dissolution. 

Mr. Alderman Comle assured thehouse that 
in consequence of the absence of their chair- 
man, another gentleman was called to the 
chair. The report was distinctly read, and be 
nevet saw or hfeard any act of any committee 
of that house meet with unanimous ap* 
probation, than the report which was now 
mentioned. 

Mr. Sharpe acknowledged, that he felt 
the full force of the two compliments which 
had been paid him. To his bon, friend (Mr. 
Bankes) he was extremely thankful for the 
very handsome manner in which he had 
mentioned his name. To*lbe gentlemen oq 
the other side, he had also reason to express 
his acknowledgment of the kinejpess which, 
they had done him j for he considered 
it to be as high a compliment as those gentle* 
men could bestow, when they thought proV 
per to express their objection to him by the 
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OdaftsibB of his name In the new list. There 
Was one fact, however, with which he 
' thoaght it right that he should aqquaint the 
house, that was, that if he should not be 
igain chosen a member of the Finance Com- 
tnittee, and should those that were to be the 
chosen people of the new jjiiai stry, attempt 
to suppress any statement of evidence that 
had been already entered on, it was some 
Consolation to him to h?ve it to say, that he 
had in his own hands a number of extracts 
and minutes from the intended report, which 
he pledged himself to bring forward when- 
ever he should see any necessity for doing so. 
But in point of fact, he had much rather that 
he should not be ajjain appointed to serve in 
the Finance Committee, as he would now 
stand in a ver^ different situation from that 
in which he formerly actecl 

Mr. Lamb declared that lie took on him- 
self his full share of the responsibility which 
was attached to the framing of the report. 

Lord A. Hamilton added his testimony to 
that of his hon. friend as to the necessity 
which there was for the formation of the 
report, and took also upon himself his full 
share of the responsibility which was attach- 
ed to it. 

Lord Howick said, there were some points 
in the debate upon which he could not for- 
bear to offer a few observations. Before, 
however, he pro<ieeded to these points/ he 
begged leave to say, that there seemed to be 
some misunderstanding among the gentle- 
men on the other side, with regard to the 
Report, which was ready to be presented on 
the day of the prorogation. If gentlemen 
were but recovered from their warmth 
upon this subject, he thought it might be ea- 
sily proved that the conduct of the commit- 
tee alluded to was strictly correct and impar- 
tial ; that they had done no more than their 
duty, nay mere, that they would have vio- 
lated their duty, if they had n®t acted as they 
had done. The hon. gent, who acted as 
chairman of that committee, had resolvecf 
not to report until a statement of the evils 
they discovered should be accompanied by 
% description of the remedy to be recom- 
mended. But that resolution was revoca- 
ble, and tBe hon.^gent. admitted that the 
committee had completed their inquiries. 
They had materials to report upon, and in 
fact, if he was rightly informed, the commit- 
tee were in daily expectation of the hon. 
gent, coming down as chairtns&i, with a re- 
port prepared for their consideration. But 
the report of a sudden dissolution being com- 
municated to the hon. gefft., that hon. gent.. 


and he did not mention it for any purpose of 
blame, thought proper to leave town in or- 
der to secure another object, where he had 
reason to expect a contested election. The 
other members remained in town; and bear- 
ing the prospect of a speedy dissolution, he 
would put it to the house and the country, 
whether they were not bound to take care 
that the fruit of their laborious investigations 
should not be lost? -With a view to guard 
against that, and with the prospect before 
them, the committee "were, he contended, ~ 
perfectly right in proceeding as they had 
done, although, t wing to a little dexterity, 
the attainment of their object was prevented 
for the moment. That, however, this come 
mittee had, on the whole, acted a moat me- 
ritorious part; that they had been active and 
diligent * n their inquiries, and that in the 
conclusion of their labours they had done 
what their duty required, lie would be ever 
ready to maintain! But this committee was 
not to be revived as it stood before, because, 
as the secretary for foreign affairs had stated, 
it was necessary to introduce into it a differ- 
ent set of men, of a different party in poli- 
tics, which change that rt hon. gent, declared 
to be necessary with a view to impartiality. 
For according to that right hon. secretary’s 
declamatory strain of observations there was 
no chance of obtaining impartiality, but 
through what he-callcd a collision of oppo- 
site opinions, ami that to <9 in # committee of 
inquiry. Now, for himself, he Would say, 
that he was now, and had always been, -a 
party man, and for these reasons; -first, be- 
cause he thought a party connection was the 
m<*it effectual way to promote any public 
object ; and secondly, because* to say the 
least of it, he could not think from whafafce 
had seen in ftiat house, or heard out of it, 
that men who disclaimed party, were tho 
most remarkable for independence and puri- 
ty^ But, much ast\<e preferred a party con- 
nection, and was convinced of its beneficial 
opera t tens for the public, still he, would de- 
precate the idea of it if he thought the at- 
tachments it engendered were likely to stifle 
inquiry, or to conceal the public malversat- 
ion of a party man. $pre he was that 
c antyDng that party with which he had the ho- 
nour to act, there existed no such disposi- 
tion; and yet, unless the gentlemen on the 
other side entertained such a suspicion^ he 
c'-fttld not conceive a reason for the manned 
in which th^y prepared to new model thi* 
committee. Among the names of those mam* 
flers of the former committee jsrhora the 
chancellgr of the exchequerjdiought pVoper 
2 Z 2 • 
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to exclude, he desired to have one pointed 

* to whom any suspicion could reasonably 
attach, of being influenced by party attach- 
ments in the ej&rainaiion of public delin- 
quency. He Nvould take^ for instance, with- 
out any disposition to particular preference, 
his hon. friend near him (Mr. Whitbread). 

• Would the gentlemen on the other side ob- 
ject to his independence, after the swelling 
compliments which the house had heard 
acme time since applied to his hon. friend’s 
manly independence by the secretary for fo- 
reign affairs ? He meant upon the discussion 
of the conduct of the negociation. He 
would ask of these gentlemen, whether they 
could suspect that his hon. friend would, if 
appointed to this committee, attempt to 
acreen even him, were he guilty, from the 
consequences of any malversation ? Upon 
‘what ground, \jien, was the name of his 
hon. friend excluded ? And he might put 
the same question as to apy of the other gen- 
tlemen on bis side of the house, whoser 
names were omitted 5 but it was the resolu- 
tion of the gentlemen on the.treasury bench, 
for the purpose Of a 'fair collision of parties 
even in this committee, to construct it of an 
even balance of opposite parties. The house, 
however, would judge of this proposed fair- 
ness when it was understood, that out of the 
25 members no less than 14 were selected 
from among the connections of the minister. 
— ' \Vith regard to the charges and insinua- 
tions thrown out kgainst the conduct of the 
last administration, he should, in the first 
plaice, answer their accusers by saying, that 
he only desired inquiry. All he should ask 
of the house and the country would be, not 
to adopt any opinion ; not to come to ’any 
conclusion) not to pronounce any judgment 
fyOn the accusations loosely thrown out by 
tne gentlemen on the other side, particularly 
without any notice to himself or his friends, 
without affording them qny fdir opportunity 
of answering them. Upon every such ch/*ge 
he desired only inquiry, and that such in- 
quiry might be made in the most hostile 
form. If the gentlemen on the treasury 
bench thought they could substantiate any 
charges against the last administration, let 
them do it. But let the old administration 
go on with its investigation, and his wish 
was, that a new committee should be formed 
to inquire into the conduct of the last admi- 
nistration, composed altogether of members 
Yrom the ministerial side Of 'the house (a 
loud cry of hear! hear!), excepting only 
flodh as held offices. — The noble lord nept 
^rixyedecUo animadvert upon tbe particular 


charges brought forward by the chancellor 
pf tlie exchequer. First, as to the appoint- 
ment of a collector to Buenos Ayres, with 
which was connected some question as to the 
sincerity of tbe late ministers. Upon the 
subject of reversions, he would appeal to the 
hon. gent. (Mr Banfces), whether he did 
not express tpHhat gent, liis anxious wish in 
favour of an act to prevent tbe further grant 
of reversions, and that long before the last 
committee was appointed ? Indeed, the sin- 
cerity of the late ministers was proved by 
their conduct, for they did not grant a single 
reversion, and it was notorious, that, among 
others, a very valuable reversion fell in du- 
ring their administration. But to return to 
Buenos Ayres j the appointment could only 
be objected to on one of three grounds j ei- 
ther that the office was qfiite unnecessary, 
that the person appointed was exceptionable, 
or that the late ministers by such an appoint- 
ment, improperly interfered with the pa- 
tronage of their successors. As to the first, 
no one could deny that a collector would be 
necessary at such a place as Buenos Ayres, 
if wc had it in our possession, and if we had 
it not no expence would arise out of the ap- 
pointment as to the second, sure he was, 
that no objection was likely to be made to 
the person who was appointed upon his re- 
commendation, namely, Mr. Wilberforce 
Bird ; and as to the third, no interference 
with the patronage of tlfe present ministers 
could be alleged, because the appointment 
was revocable at pleasure. — After comment- 
ing on this and the other accusations ad- 
vanced by die chancellor of the exchequer, 
the fioble lord begged to observe, that foi the 
most part he never heard 'of the cases to 
which they referred, until they were men- 
tioned by the right hon. gent, in that house. 
This was particularly the case with regard to 
the 300 surveyors, for he had no connection 
with that department* but how, he would 
ask, did that case stand upon the right hon. 
gent.’s own shewing? W fiy, the appoint- 
ment of these officers was recommended by 
the tax office, some short time after the late 
ministers came into office. Proper persons 
were immediately appointed to ascertain tfie 
number of officers that would *be necessary 
to cariy into effect the*- object proposed by 
the tax-office. It got abrpad, that such ap- 
pointments were intended, and applications 
were made to the treasury, and some of these 
applications* succeeded. Promises were 
made, and such promises formed what the 
chancellor of the exchequer called the nomi- 
nation, which he objected to. But these 



*Wf > BEBAT$S^Jl^ ftr|* 

nominations required an act ofparliament to former .committee ? which transaction waa 
render them of any avail, and, strange to in fact notorious, and all the evidence with 
tell, unfortunately for the right hon. gent.'* regard' to which was to be referred to the 
argument, no such act was ever . proposed, new committee (we understood the right 
Thus, an administration so very greedy of pa- hon. gent, to allude to the affair respecting 
tronage, so 'very anxious to provide for its Mr. Steele, see Appendix to the present vo- 
friends, was so negligent as to go out qf lume.) Adverting again to the appointment 
power without taking care .fo dispose of to Buenos Ayres, the right hpn. gent, men- 
those good things ! — The tRird point to tioned, that which he wished to contrast 
which the chancellor of the exchequer di- with the conduct of the noble lord and his 


rected his accusations, referred to the ap- 
pointment of what he called a new office in 
Scotland. But whal was the fact ? Why, 
that his majesty having determined to settle 
a pension of <£$00 a year upon Mr. Dugald 
Stuart, a9 a reward for his services, the late 
ministers rendered an office, already existing 
in Scotland, available, as far as it would go, 
to discharge a pfrt of that pension, and thus 
produced a saving to the public. Such was 
the plain state of the case. Now, as to ano- 
ther charge, of which he declared, on his 
honour, he never heard a word until stated- 
by the right hon. gent, this night, namely, 
as to the intention to grant a pension, dflring 
pleasure, to one of the Scotch Judges — 
Intention,” observed a voice across the 
table, ° the warrant was actually made 
out.”] The noble lord repealed, that he 
was quite ignorant of the transaction ; but it 
appeared that the tiling was not completed. 
However, he was ready to say, that jealous 
as he was, and evftr would be, of the inde- 
pendence of the judges, he could not ap- 
prove of suet a grant as that described. But 
he confessed that he had doubts of the fact ; 
and he begged the house to suspe nd its judg 
meat till inquiry should be made respecting 
it. This suspension of judgment, which 
justice warranted him in demanding, was 
all that he requested of the house and the 
country. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied 
to the observations of the speakers on the 
other side. The accusations of partiality in 
the nomination of the proposed committee, 
he retorted upon the gentlemen on the other 
side, by stating, that in the names he pro- 
posed there were a 'considerable proportion 
oT their friends, while it was to-be reeollect- 
e'dothat in the former committee there were 
only two gentlemen who were understood to 
have any attachment to the party with which 
he had the honour to act. The right hon. 
gent, ridiculed the rumour so industriously 
circulated, that the dissolution %as occasion- 
ed by a desire of ministers to prevent a cer- 
tain tuansaction from being reported by the 


colleagues, and as a proof that the present 
ministers were not so anxious about infto* 
ence; namely, that Mr. Wilberforce Bird 
having applied to them for the office of colt 
lector of Monte ^deo, conceiving it to ba 
included in his appointment to Buenos 
Ayres, they denying expressly the validity 
of his appointment, but still unwilling tp 
disappoint the expectations of any man, did 
appoint* Mr. Bird to the collectorsbip of 

Montevideo. The first motion, that a 

committee should^be appointed, &c. waa 
then unanimously agreed to. Upon that for 
confining the number of the committee to 
twenty-five, , • 

Lord Hou'ich rose, smd adverting to tha 
suggestion made by an hon. gent. (Mr. 
Biddulph), relative to the propriety of tha 
appointment of sir Francis Burdett as one of 
the members of this committee; took occa- 
sion to observe that, although he could as- 
sure the house there was no gentleman 6a 
the other side nfore adverse to the geqpral 
conduct of«that poison fhan* he was, al- 
though no man was more {he subject of that 
person’s attack, and that of the party,, if 
such they could be called, who acted wit|i 
hi nr, still he would advise the adoption of 
the lion, gent.’s suggestion. It would be 
recollected by any person acquainted with 
the history of* the times, that notwithstaffi* 
ing the attempts always made, said the no- 
ble lord, to conned us with this person** 
ptjrty, there np party in the country 
m<*e obnoxious to. them than that with 
which I have the honour to act. This gen* 
tleman* it will ba observed, standi forward 
as the enemy of public abuses, and J would 
recommend ministers to keqp a vacancy 
open for him in this committee. There ha 
will have an opportunitynof inquiring into 
the^a buses of which he complains, and pro- 
posing the remedy in a much more proper 
way than he has heretofore done, or at- 
tempted to do. I should therefore wisl^to 
ha^e him affiJrd^i the opportunity, although’ 
I happen to be so obnoxious to his attacks, 
pjrobably not so much from the impulse 



PARL. WEBA'BES, JvCr l, iW-Wp » to tit &tygari. fcj if 


'h\% own mind , as in consequence of tile In-j 
Statement of others. • 

Mr. B'ddulpfy observed, that be was 
actuated wholly by public motives iti pro- 
pping the hon. baronet’* name, and that he 
acted Without any connection whatever with 
the hob. baronet. But' having perceived 
that the hon.' baronet had a quick sense of 
public ' wrongs, and was anxious to remove 
ttieto, he thought him a very fit person to 
^'appointed a memoer, and to promote the 
Objects of this compiittee. — A member un- 
der the gallery, whose name we could not 
learn, announced his intention of opposing 
the appointment of sir F. Burdett, as an 
ineligible person, upon the ground that he 
had not yet taken his seat, and also upon 
other grounds. 

Lord Ifowick proposed the division fo 
take place upon the proposition of a name 
'from himself. r 

The Chancellor of the* Exchequer said, he 
ahould put to the house the names he hacf 
already mentioned, and it would be com- 
petent td the noble lord, or any member, to 
propose such other name as they might 
think proper, in lieu of any that he pro- 
posed. — The names of Mr. Bankes and Mr. 
Biddulph were unanimously agreed to. 
Upon the name of Mr. Leycester being 
proposed. 

Lord ffowick rose to propose the name of 
Mr. Sharpein li^u of it, observing, that he 
ahould not wish it to be und£Vstood gene- 
rally, that the division was to take place 
Upon the propriety of nominating Mr. 
Sharpe. At the same time he had objec- 
tions to Mr. Leycester, which the roble 
lord was proceeding to state, when 
^Mr. H6me Sumner , who said, that he 
uiought it improper that strangers should be 
present at a discussion of the merits of 
individual members, moved {hat the gallery 
ahould be cleared. Strangers were accord- 
ingly excluded during the remainder oPthe 
debate. On the division for the nopi nation 
of Mr. Leycester, the numbers were, for 
the proposition 244 ; against it 1 49 ; majo- 
rity 95 . — After this division, we understood 
that the nam ( e of sir Francis Burdett was 
proposed by Mr.'Biddulph. Upon this pro- 
position a debate arose, which continued 
nbove an hour, and terminated in the rejec- 
tion of the hon. baronet’s name without 
^'division. — The Comomt^e *vas then«ap- 
— !Aut ed ? consisting of the members pro- 
l by the Chancellor of tfre Exchequer, 
aed at three o’clock. • 


•so tire of cb* toons. 

Wednesday, July 1. 

[PAPEtS RELATING TO THE Po&YGAKS^ 

—Sir T. Turton rose to give notice, that he 
would on Friday se’ipight move for the pro- 
duction of ( certain papers, relaltive to the 
Poly gars. Bping on his legs, he took occa- 
sion to advert to another subject, which was 
intimately connected with that to whibhhis 
notice referred, namely, the subject of the 
Carnatic. r Upon that subject he had, in the 
last session of the last parliament, moved 
lor the printing of certain papers which were 
not ready before the dissolution, but which 
had since been distributed among most Of 
the members, and of dourse they had full 
opportunity of becoming, acquainted with 
it. For himself he could say, that he w4s 
quite prepared* to enter into the discussion, 
but as a matter of courtesy he thought a 
noble lord (Folkestone) claimed the prece- 
dency, and as that noble lord's motion re- 
quired some preparation, he could not look 
for a full attendance upon the question with 
which he meant to follow. He, therefore, 
could not feel himself able to promise the 
introduction of the Carnatic Question, in 
the course of the present session. How- 
ever, if those who were immediately con- 
cerned for the noble marquis to whom these 
investigations referred, jvished to have this 
question brought before the house, he could 
tell them that he was fully prepared to bring 
it forward. 

Sir A. Wellesley professed his anxiety to 
have this matter at once brought forward 
and' decided. He begged the house to con- 
sider the time in which the friends of the 
noble lord alluded to had been kept in sus- 
pense. For no less than six years this ques- 
tion had been under the consideration of the 
house, and according to the manner in which 
those who undertook to manage it pro- 
ceeded, it might be still six years more be- 
fore they arrived at a final issue, during 
which the noble marquis and liis friends 
vtfere to be agitated by perpetual discussions, 
or rather by perpetual abuse. • With such a 
consideration in their minds, it was of 
course the wish of all^ connected with^he 
noble marquis, that the business might be 
determined as soon as jtossibic. If, there- 
fore, the hon. baronet was willing to prose- 
cute the business, it was the wish of the no- 
ble marqui&'s friends that he should bring It 
forward at once. 

Sir T, Tyrian had no reason for hesitating 
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with regard to himself, for he was as much f he (Mr. RO could get any person to contract; f 
prepared at present as he required to be, But with him qp such terms, it would be wrong 
tjiere was a precedency due to the noble lord in him npt to close with the offer. Alter 
already alluded to, which he could not dis- the pattern suits had been improved of, Mr. 
card. He begged, howevei, to have it un- R so did give Mr. Court nay ihe orders, and. 
rferstood, that he had no wish for procrastina- so.ne ot the battalions were served by him. 
tion. The .word if, u!ed by the light hon. When he wished, however, to deliver to, 
baronet, was by no means atfributable to the noble lord (Temple) 200Q suits which, 
any part of his conduct in thii transaction, had been prepared, they were refused to be<, 
for he had always shewn himself willing to accepted of, on the ground that they were of 
proceed in the business, and no part of the bad quality, of bad workmanship, and too 
delay that had occurred was attributable to scanty. In the mean time the noble lord 

again applied to a Mr. Box, who was a part* 
a— g . ncrof Mr. Dickie, and received an estimate 

Hopstt of cjommons. from him, not in3eed as he had formerly 

Thursday* July 2. charged, amounting to 1 1. 7s. gd. but to 

[Cloathing pf Veteran Battalions.] ll. 4$. gd, being, however. Is. gd. per suit 
~Mr. Rose , agreeably to notice, made his more than those furnished by Mr. Courinay. 
promised motion ♦or the production of cer- It appeared from the minutes in the office* 
tain letters which had passe&oi the subject that thischange had been njade in conse- 
of the Cloathing for the Veteran Battalions, qnence of complaints that the cloathing wat 
and which had not been produced in com- of bad quality, bad workmanship, &c. and 
pliance with a former order of the house, ghat letters had accordingly been written to 
He thought it necessary to explain what the the commanding officers ot the different bat- 
nature of the letters and minutes, wbiclf in talions who had been served by Mf. Court- 
his opinion were material to the subject in nay, inquiring if the hfct^tsso? The an- 
question, and which he presumed to think swers to this inquiry had not been produced; 
had been improperly withheld, actually was. and it was of the suppression of them that 
When he was appointed one ol the joint Mr. Rose complained. He proceeded to 
paymasters of the forces, it occurred to him, read these letters, as they were to be tound 
that if any savings were likely to be made in in the office, and stated, that so tar from 
the military department, the cloathing was a supporting the truth of the complaints made 
branch in which it nfljght as probably bt effect- against the quality of the cloth and work* 
ed as in any other. He inquired according- manship funished by Mf. CouTtnay, they 
ly, how otheif parts of the service were pro- uniformly proved his article,? to be better, in 
vided in this respect, and found that a person these icspects, than they had been for several 
who contracted for cloathing the marines, years. The only fault they had, was that 
did so at a rate greatly lower than that they were small, and under the general 
charged for cloathing the invalids. He sent size* a fault which was immediately reme- 
for this person and found that his charge died. So, therefore, the mmul6 in conse* 
was only 1 1. Is. Gd per suit, whereas the quence of which the contract with SR* 
charge then made for cloathing the invalids, Courtnay was set aside, and that with Mr. 
was l 1. 7s. gd. It turned out, however. Box entered into, 0 ^as unsupported by evi* 
that there was more lace on tjie cloaths of deece, and prAceedtd on a false allegation, 
the Veteran Battalions than the contractor Thlf^might, in his opinion, become no iin- 
had been aware, he therefore increased his «proper subject of inquiry for the Committee 
estimate to 1 1. 3s. Having ascertained this, of Finance, or the Commissioners o&Militaiy 
the right hon. gent, next sent for the person Inquiry. All, however, that he now w ished 
accustomed to cloath (lie Veteran Battalions, to move for was that the letters from lire 
teMingr him that his wish was not to change commanders of the battalion?as to the qua- 
any jradesmep, if they could continue to lity of the cloaths furnished should be laid 
serve the public on nearly the same terms before the house. He concluded by moving 
with qtbers. He shewed to this gentleman for Copies of a)l Minutes; Letters, &c rela- 
(Mr. Qipkie) the suit of cloaths, furnished tive to the Cloathing of tbb Veteran Batta^, 
by the person to whom he (Mr, R.) had ap lions between the years 1304 and 1607- «• \ 
plied,wlibse"name was Courtnay^and asked Lord Temple slid, he should not inquire, 
if he (Mf. £>.) was willing to serve govern- into tbexeasons which bad induced the right 
meot agreeably to that pattern, for 1 1. 3s.? hop gent, to take on himself the present 
tyckie replied h$ could not/and that ifj statement, whet^ lf there was any thing «| 
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the Committee of Finance or Commis- The noble lord referred to hi ft successor, if 
- ®fc»ers of Military Inquiry, wfcre, as he applications had not been made to him* from 
trim self stated, tl%e proper persons to inquire more than one battalion, not to change the 
into the circumstances of it. At the time old clothier. 

the right hon. gent, originally made his mo-" Mr. Long admitted that applications had 
tion, he (lord T.)* explained to him, that been made to him, but the mode was now 
there were a great many of the letters re- changed, being by advertisement for esti- 
ferred to contained in the minutes, it would mates. If thp noble lord had been at all 
thereforebe unnecessary to produce them, and hurt by the agitating of the present question, 
JO this the right hon. gent, seemed at the time lie could not help thinking he had himself 
tp acquiesce. There was at that time other alone to blame, in carrying away in his poc- 
infbrmation and othe** letters on the subject, ket such evidence as seemed to support the 
which, being of a private nature, and not step which he had taken, and leaving behind 


addressed to him m his public capacity, he 
did not feel himself authorised to produce. 
He now, however, had certificates of the 
facts, contained in those letters, and which 
he thought material. Mr. Box had eloathed 
the battalions in question for 15 years previ- 
ous to the timer of Mr. Courtnay ’s f having 
bpen employed. ' Shortly after he (lord T.) 
dime into office, complaints were made to 
him of the badness and smallness of the 
doathing l In consequence of these com- 
plaints, inquiry yas made, and a compari- 
son was also taken of a suit of them with a 
suit belonging to another corps. They were 
found to be badly made up, and from this cir- 
cumstance, joined to their being of an under 
size, the contract was given back to the man 
who had executed it for 15 years. Two 
things were to be considered in a contract. 
Jt might be too /lear, or it might be too 
cheap. The. inadequacy of quafity and size 
was in this instance, found to be by no means 
counterbalanced by the lowness of the price. 
Inhere was a difference between the two es- 
timates of I9OOI. which surely the public 
could not reckon any object when put in 
competition 1 with the health, warmth, and 
comfort of those brave men who had been 
wounded in their service^ His lordship pro- 
ceeded to read a letter and«a certificate from 
the major of the second battalion, and frojta 
the quarter master of the battalion at "file 
T&wer, stating that the cloaths furnished by 
J^r. Courfnay were by no means fit for men 
wounded in the service, who required large 
arid comfortable deaths, but might be fit 
enough for stripplings. They were in gene- 
ra) too small, soifie of them had to be cut 
down to join out others j 600 could not *be * 
fitted out of 1000 suits : somewof those fur- 
nifhed by the former clothiers, were requir- 
ed to be issued to supply ^he c deficiency 3 
900 were obliged to be returned 3 and when 
remonstrated with as to the unfitness of the 
el&ithing, the answer by Mr. Courtnay wast 
|hlt he wdhld be a great losqr by the contract. 


him in the office only such evidence as went- 
to condemn him. * 

Lord Hawick complained, that these 
charges were preferred* without giving I119 
noble friend the opportunity of a fair trial. 
From the information his noble friend had 
received, he wa?» not only justified in trans- 
ferring the contract as he had done ; but he 
would have been highly culpable if he had 
"not transfeired it. He knew not whether 
the plothing of the marines was furnished 
by Mr. Courtnay 3 but he had heard while 
at the admiralty very general complaints of 
the marine clothing. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought ^ 
the statement of this night entirely owing 
to the noble lord’s own conduct. If he 
was inconvenienced he had himself alone to 
blame. r 

Mr. Windham thought that though the 
right hon. g?nt. might be justified in bring- 
ing forward the measure, he could not be 
justified in not now proceeding in it. 

Mr. Johnstone approved of the mode in 
which the business had been brought for- 
ward. 

Mr. JVillcrforce. wished to know if the 
noble lord meant to say that the substance of 
the letters were contained in the Minutes, 
or only that they were referred to in them ? 

Lord H. P*tty answered the question by 
reading a part of the minutq^. 

• General Tarleton begged the house to 
consider its own dignity. Jf this practice of 
recrimination was to b$ perpetually resort* 
ed to 3 if when a charge was, to be mad£ 
against one pkrty, it was answered by a coun- 
ter complaint, there never would be an eftu) 
to any debate in that house. He though^ . 
the subject ought to go before a committee 
of inquiry, without further ceremony. 

Mr. Huskisson read extracts of letters from 
various commanding officers, expressing^ 
their satisfaction with the manner in' will® 
Mr. Courtnay had executed his contract. TtOf f 
late ministry had written a circular letter^ 
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inviting complaints against the clothing, and 
the uniform answer was in its favour, instead 
of complaining of it. But they did not 
wait nntil these answers were received ; the 
fact being, that the new contract was hasti- 
ly closed before they had received a sat'le 
answer to the pompous inquiry#they had af- 
fected to set on foot, previousito the dismis- 
sal of the former contractor. 

MK Cochrane Johnstone said, this was 
one of the neatest jobs he ever heard of 
in his life. He was glad the house had taken 
up the subject of theairtiy clothing, as it 
would lead to the discovery of a great many 
abuses in that department, and tend to bet- 
ter the condition of our brave defenders.-— 
The motion was then agreed to. ' 

[Sheriffs Impute of Sutherland, 
See. and Lord Cullen’s Pension.] — 
Mr. Uf. Adam rose to make his promised 
motion on the above subjects. He entered 
into a description of the office of Sheriff 
Depute in Scotland. It was a selection of 
local jurisdiction of the highest importance, 
and one in which it was extremely necessa- 
ry that the duty should be performed with as 
much dispatch as possible. Tbe Shrievalties 
of Sutherland and Caithness were formerly 
united, but, in consequence of the inacces- 
sibility of the former county, it had been 
deemed necessary to separate them and to 
appoint a sheriff for each This occasioned an 
expence of only 3501. a year. Sutherland was 
a county containing 20,000 inhabitants, and 
he appealed to all who knew Scotland, whe- 
ther the appointment of a separate Sheriff 
Depute did not stand recommended on pub- 
lic grounds of advantage. He then explain- 
ed the situation of tbe counties of Kinross 
and Clackmannan, neither of which had a 
Sheriff Depute. The Shetiff Depute of 
Stirling had jurisdiction in Clackmannan, 
and the Sheriff Depute of Fife in Kinross. 
Iti the latter county, as long as # he icrnem- 
bered, tire Sheriff Depute never did himself 
discharge the duty of his office, but appoint- 
ed a substitute for that purpose, who, though 
a very respectable n*m, possessed no legal 
information. *It became necessajy to reme- 
dy these evils, and oti public principles of 
utility. Sheriffs Depute were appointed for 
those two counties of Clackmannan and 
Kiuross. To effect this, it became neces- 
sary to obtain the formal resignations of the 
Sheriffs of Fife and Stirling, who were af- 
terwards re-appointed with their salaries. — 
He neijjt proceeded to the subject of the 
warrant for granting a pension to lord Cul- 
len, and expressed his i egret that the sub- 
. Vo*. IX, - 
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ject should come forward In dm present 
shape, m*e especially* us to that day. S 
on the next, the barons rof the Courts of 
Exchequer in Scotland would come to a de- 
termination upon ft. He passed tbe highest 
eulogium on bis noble friend, and declared* 
that a more enlightened scholar, a mam 
profound lawyer, a more ugfeeable comp** 
nion, and a more perfect gentleman, never 
existed. He would shortly state the dr* 
cumstances under which the warrant was 
granted, and he was sure, he should satisfy 
the house that what was proposed to be 
done, was not mote than wnat ought to bo 
done. In Oct. 1 805, he received an inti- 
mation from lord Cullen, that having spent 
a day with the Duke of Portland, at But- 
strode, bis grace expressed a wish to com* 
municatg with him (Mr. Adam) on the sub- 
ject of a pension for lord a Cullen for life, 
with a reversion tojiis wife*" The change of 
administration, wKich soon after took place, 
'prevented the completion of this business^ 
In 180 6, it was natural for lord CuWen, who 
had been connected with the late administra- 
tion, to bring his case again under conside- 
ration. He did not contend that in any case 
it was fit to grant a pension to a Judge fof 
life, but he contended that the crown should 
have the power of doing so, and he con- 
tended, that in cases in which a Judge waa 
involuntarily invoked in embarrassments, it 
was incumbqpt on the crown ta endeavour io 
relieve him. Lord Cullen was the eldest 
son of D. Cullen, one of Ihe greatest mqn 
that Scotland ever produced, and who had 
raised thereputation of the Medical School of 
Kdiifourgh, to the height which it then stood. 
Dr Cullen, however, died poor* and left * 
large family ; the younger branches of tftoT 
family were in # a great measure provided foe 
by the public \ but 4ord Cullen, the eldest- 
sojj, could not guafd' himself from the effect 
of the embarrassments which descended to 
him n-om his father, and was in consequence 
"obliged to give up two-thirds of thq revenue 
of his situation, to relieve himself in some 
degree from those embarrassments. Those 
circumstances were taken into consideration 
by the late minister*, and Jhere was every 
reason to suppose that in August last the affair 
was completed. However owing to the 
official delays," the warrant for granting e 
pension of 4001. a year to lord Cullen for 
life,® with a provision of 2001. a year to Mrs, ' 
Cullen, was qpe of the last acts of the late 
administration. From that period until 
Mbnday last he had beard noting morn 
about it. # He hadmo idea that the warcaift 
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||il fill n iIjp lhifig «te but. a provitkfti for 
fiffij; be was sure lord Grenville meant 
; iff, to be for life. *■ If when the grant was/ 
produced it should appear on the face of it, 
that it was during pleasure* he would con- 
tend that it was an error ; the very circum- 
Bttnce of the reversion must shew it was 
an error. As He had before mentioned, the 
Barons of *be Court of Exchequer in Scot- 
land, were at this time employed in consider- 
ing the subject, and he deeply regretted that 
it-badbeen mentioned* in the house of com- 
fnons, until their report had been made. 
As it was, however, lie thought it his duty 
to move that an humble address be presented 
tQ his majesty, that he will be graciously 
pleased to give directions that there be laid 
pefore the house copies of the appointments 
of the sheriff depute of the county qf Suth- 
♦ efland, and of’ the sheriff depute of the 
counties of Clackmannan and Kinross; and 
fl^so of the warrant granting a pension to 
lord Cullen, one of the senators of the 
college of justice ; together with copies of 
all represent ution*mid ollicial dorrespundence 
relating thereto. 

The Lord, Advocate of Scotland was dc- 
ptrous, that the letters and applications of 
the Sheriff* Depute for these counties should 
be laid before the house. Without meaning 
to throw any imputation on the respectable 
individuals who had occupied the new 
offices, he termed- their appointment an un- 
necessary or* wanton expence. To prove 
this,, he entered ilito a history of the sheriffs 
~ depute of Scotland ; they were divided into 
5 classes; each class receiving a Hilary pro- 
pprtionate to its labour ; by the new ariar.ge- 
meots, the sheriff of Sutherland, who was 
|jp£©d in the last class but one. because no 
difficulty attended hisVituatiou, was 
ti^pceive a higher salary than 'om-.c nf those in 
tip #r$t class. The sherHis of Stirling and I 
»%h*d, it seems, resigned, to gave uu op- 
pg$$Bnity for the new arrangements. ^Hc 
-weftkflike to know if they were ror' solici- 
ted to iio 40. With respect to the pension 
granted to lord Cullen, he would not follow 
the learned genj. in his detail on that subjec t, 
r- but he. was surprised that if it was thought 
advisable to take such a step, it was uot Coptic 
ht well a manner ap to preclude the neces- 
sity of bringing it under ihe consideration of 
4BA house of commons. He concluded by 
iome severe remarks on thr creation bvriiis 
majesty's late ministers of two q£w professor- 

* i1h the University of Edinburgh — that 
ledicaj Jurisprudence, and that of Mifi- 
Surgery. r «• 


Mr. *<?/ Wynns defended iht institution of 
the two new professorships There was scarcely 
a college on the continent, which ha<£ not 
long had a professor of medical jurispru- 
dence, arid the advantages of having a dis- 
tinct professor of mifitaiy surgery wain 
obvious. r • ' 

Mr. Cochrane Johnstone declared, that a 
more honest, upright, and able judge 
than Mr. Williamson, the Sheriff Depute of 
Stirling, could not exist. He happened to 
be with him when he received a letter from 
lord Spencer, requiring him to resign, pro 
tempore, in order that a distinct sheriff might 
beappointed for Clackmannan. Mr. William- 
son declaied to him, that such an appoint- 
ment was wholly unnecessary, and exclaimed, 
in his Northern dialect, “ GjudeGod, Maister 
Johnstone, did ydu ever see sic a job!” (A 
laugh.) With Srespect to the pension grant- 
ed to lord Cuilen, the reversion to Mrs. 
Cullen was a g r oss insult to the morals and 
feelings of the people of Scotland. 

Mr. R. Dundas never heard of the least 
necessity for the appointment of the new 
sheriffs. As to lord Cullen’s pension, the 
character of that learned lord certainly stood 
very high ; bur when lie was thus selected 
from a body of men, and shewn peculiar 
indulgennes, he thought it rndUpensible 
that more -pec* tic grounds should be stated 
fot such a measure than « vuliat had hitherto 
been advanced. 

Mr. Laing defended the appointment of 
the sheriffs. The question was not, whether 
the sheriff* ot Stirling and Fife declared that 
there was nothing to do in Clackmannan and 
Kinross, but whether the people of Clack- 
mannan and Kinross were satisfied with ihe 
sheriffs not coining there to do any thing for 
them. He had never understood that lord 
Cullen was a very particular friend to the 
last administration, and he could not there- 
fore see the justice of imputing the grant 
which he had received to party motives. 
Adverting to the arguments urged by a learn- 
ed lord against the appointment of the two 
new protessoi ships at Edinburgh, he observ- 
ed, that similar arguments might have bo%q 
applied with equal force against the* appoint- 
ment of Dr. Blair, as ^Regius*Professof of 
the Belles litres ; or of Dr. Walker, as 
Regius Professor of ^Natural History. 
Those appointments might as well be called 
jobs as the present; but he confessed be was 
not surprises, that men who had belonged 
to an administration the most unfriendipto 
literature that ever existed, and by whom 
genius of every description had been leff ty 


pine in wanfr^he -wira net surprised- that 
inch men qhonld condemn conduct so oppo* 
site t<> their own. ' 

The Marquis of* Titchfield expressed his 
belief .that the duke of Portland was not 
acquainted with the particulars of the trans- 
action which was then the object of de- 
bate. 

Mr. IF Dundas defended the appointment 
of the sheriffs. In Sutherland, in conse- 
quence of the distance of the residence ol the 
sheriffs, justice was not delayed but not done. 
The country was 80. miles from -sea to sea, 
50 miles in the other direction ; had a popu- 
lation of 20,000 inhabitants, and ought to 
have a particular -sheriff.. Lord Reay, who 
had a large property*in it, had inireated him 
for the last five ygars to procure that altera- 
tion, and he lamented that whilst he had the 
opportunity from his connexion wi’h minis- 
ters, he had not endeavoured to accomplish 
go desirable an object. He had said thus 
much just to give a warning to the right * 
hon. gentlemen opposite, that if they nj^ar.t 
this women's war of recrimination, for the 
purpose of gaining popularity, they wuuld 
not find it succeed. 

The Solicitor General for Scotland contend- 
ed that the duties of the shrievalty were now 
as before done by deputy, and that eminent 
person who had been appointed sheriff of 
Sutherland resided w Edinburgh, and coisld 
not have given his presence in the county 
for the time* required by act of parliament. 
As the matter lud been brought before 
the house he thought it right to be 
fully, * fairly, and thoroughly sifted, and 
therefore he moved as an amendment, i hat 
there be also lard before the house copies of 
all official corresp mdencc upon the subject. 

Mr. Crake r thought that liicrsfry merit 
ought to be rewarded in the visual way. * He 
was not a friend to git mg indued rewards tor 
direct services. • 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer did not 
think the public would derive much »ulv«m- < 
tage troru. these discussions, but the right 
hon. gent, who represented them as woinciT’s 
wgrot 'recrimination, should not lose sight 
of the side from which the attack was m.*de. 
He % shouldlodk tothofe who sent fort h charges 
of attempts to raise false cries, and wished 
no peculation to g(t to the country as iht ir 
Cry, as if they were all purity, and theiv 
opponents the advocates of. peculation. He 
ha&obwfttved, in the late ndm»n»4ration r that 
atey made great professions, without any 
eetirespSndfog -performances, and attempted 
to gain popularity with the public upqn false 


pretence*. Under these circumstances, the / 
public woflld derive as much advantage frea* 
the recrimination, as front the attack. Thft 
appointment of the sheriffs, for Sutherland 
had been proposed to Mr Pitt,but lie refused 
to accede to the alteration. The grant of ft 
pension during pleasure to a judge was not 
only dangerous to the independence of thi 
judicature but contrary to law. He had in* 
troduced these facts to /he house on a former' 
night only to shew, that the house ought t& 
pause before they wouki appoint a commit- 
tee, in which those gentlemen would have 
a preponderating influence who thought with 
the ]ate ministers. 

Mr. H. Martin was extremely happy to 
find that he had the approbation of a right 
hon. gent, on the other side (Mr. Rose) 
whose name was so proverbial as an enemy 
to all jo?is ! Thai right hon •gent. could, h# 4 
was well convinced, be v«*ry serviceable to 
the country, if he was to devote his time to 
>an endeavour to make out discoveries of this 
nature, and if he had the support of parlia- 
ment, the country wojild^jot say that this 
was a woman’s war. He was not himself* 
he confessed, so capable of defending against 
an accusation of this sort as those who hall 
spent 14 years in extending the power of , 
France. But on Tuesday next all these In- ' 
dependent gentlemen would have an oppor- 
tunity of testifying their zeal for the detec- 
tion of abuses, by supporting the motion of 
a noble lorfi (Cochrane) for * a* list of those 
members who held pensions, places, &c. ei- 
ther in person dr by other branches of tbeit* 
family. J , 

AJr. Canning, in a strain of irony, )amei% 
ed his ability to rise, alter the very able,, pqp* 
f isc, and formal speech of the learned gggjfc 
However, th^neressity of the new appe£t|f|fc 
ments of sheriffs, h^ contested he did 
to be * ery clearly made out, neither was’fhp 
tAin of medical jurisprudence, very ache- 
ntcVdefined. AncTthe matter cf thcpAj^ 
siem to\||M d Cullen was s' ill less salUfact(*#y 
explained. As the learned gen(J had Dpi 
given him the most ample satisfaction upon 
(he whole, he should vote in support of the 
motion for the production oflhe papers. 

Mr. Hose got up in greaf warmth and *1- * 
Ruled inMTb^t had been said by the learned 
gent. (Mr. Martin.) If tliqhon. and learned 
gent., said he, tlwijks he can put me down 
an> such in sip unions as hohas just made^M^ 
will find himsdlT mistaken. He says that 
my name is ffonneoted with jobs, I dare thftt • " 
hen. and learned to bjiew t e instaneft 
in any part of tsgLhfc in 
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q§Htod with toy jobs. AH the regards I ! 
MN* received from the public a rw known to 
the public I neper put the public, to the 

S jence of a tyngle shitting that is not pub 
y known. Whether I ran under or o vet 
rewarded is another question. Over re* 
warded I have been, 1 am willing to admit * 
but still I say, -that the public have not been 
put to a tingle shilling of expence on my ac- 
count, that is not publicly known. If 1 had 
concealed any reward that I had from the 

S Wic, I should think myself the most scan* 
lous person in this country. 

Mr. Martin said, he hoped he had spoken 
underand within the rules and orders of the 
bouse, since he was not checked by the 
chair* and while he was in that order, be 
should convey bis ideas to the bouse rn the 
manner which appeared to him the most 
At. • # 

Mr. Windham thought the house had 
beard pleasantry too long 'pursued, and fury 
•oo much indulged in tbc course of this de- # j 
bate. Of accusations generally and loosely 
made, no one disapproved more than him- 
self j but they were not to be got rid of by 
abandoning the subject in discussion. The 
questions here were not to be gotten rid of 
by the species of declamation in which the 
light hon. the chancellor of the exchequer 
bad indulged. When he talked, in lofty 
terms, of having his eye oq the late admin rs- 
tration, thathe wpuld strip off their mask, 
and made use of such expressions, the right 
bon. gent, reminded him of a considerable 
necaon of the last age, and to whom during 
pis life considerable attention was paid by 
jgfi public * he meant Mr. Pope. He had as 
Kxuly written concerning his power of 
ting ethers as the right non. gent, had 

SOS « 

tm* while 1 live, no rtehjgnoble knave 
IM4 walk the world inwedit to bit grave. 

*Skm word* made tome norm, and they 
HMe alarming to «ome penom atthe^me 
WlW were written, but they wtre now 
«x*stdfiqp as osrfectly ridicuioos. He cau- 
tioned 4 be right hon* gent against the same 
eprt of ridicule, winch would overtake him 
oooncr than itmd Pope. If the lafe aduiinis- 
Afftiea bed acted in any manner by which 
fvblic intern^ had been Menaced to private 
nr-lf d toy bad. for tbetake of serving 
r owhjfiriends, dona thet which was inju* 
lato thepnbNe-^if tfcaf hadgiveu away 
t which nothing but merit could deserve, 
bestowed h on their favourites without 
merit— let the facts bo e xpose d , and tbear* 
^ 0t rnn)f\f L bet^not the sated* ] 


of theinombersef the bousebekriavaay by 
vague and general declamation. As to the 
appointments of sKetitifs to the comities of 
Sutherland dad Caithness, the measure on 
the face of it carried so dearly its own pro- 
priety with it, that if rather was the busi- 
ness of tbosq who opposed it to shew why >1 
should not take place, than that those Who 
favoured it should shew why it should * and 
the only question which he thought could bo 
put on this part of the case, as it regarded 
the late admmtat ration, was, whether tho 
appointments werd made fairly and bond 
fide. As to the pension to lord Cullen, it 
was clearly intended to have been a grant for 
life. As to the science of Medical Juris- 
prudence, be bad only to observe, that it 
was known to every univyurity in Enrope, 
and it would be a reproadh to us to be igno- 
rant of it * for r (he&e reasons he was favour- 
able to the motion now before the house. 

Mr. Huskisson wished to know, whether 
it was by intention or mistake tint the pre- 
cedents in the case of the grant of pensions 
to lords Loughborough, Eldon, and Redes- 
dale, were departed from m the grant to 
Mr. Ftmsonby, late Chancellor for Ireland. 
In the former cases, the pension was to cease 
in case the noble lords shook! again be plac- 
ed in the same office, or m any other of 
equal profit ; but this limitation was left out 
ot the grant to Mr. Pqpsofiby * so that if 
the gentlemen opposite should succeed in 
their project, that gentleman would again 
probably have the seals without his pension 
being discontinued. 

Lord H. Petty had signed the warrant by 
virtue of which Mr. Ponsonby was to en- 
joy hb pension. He had signed it under the 
impression that it was similar to the war- 
rants for granting pensions to thr other chan- 
cellors, and would not have signed it under 
any other impression. 

Mr. Adam vindicated all the circumstan- 
ces that attended the pension of lord Cul- 
len : he was intimately acquainted with 
them all, and was the person wjth whom 
the duke of Portland god lord Cullen had 
communicated upon that subject* As to t^e 
pension operating as a corrupt motive on 
the mind of lord Cullen, no man of any 4 ad- 
ministration would venture |e assert it* 
The same propriety he might assert, presid- 
ed in the choice of the professorships, in the 
Universities of Scotland, and he would de- 
fy the gentlemen opposite to say# thaMmdff 
any former administration, swell in 
ty had been observed*— The 
then agreed to* 
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- * [Pnitstdifi to Cha trcBLLOtif.3 — Mt, 
Htrskism t begged* leave to differ with the 
learned gentlemen who spoke last, as to this 
very ■ disinterested spirit which it was pre- 
tended pervaded and characterised all the 
appointments of the late administration. 
Was the pension granted to Mr. Ponsonby 
on his retiring from the chancellorship of 
Ireland of that description ? was it even ac- 
companied and checked by the usual clause 
that the pension of 40001. per annum should 
not be enjoyed by that learned gent, in case 
he accepted of any other office to the same 
amount, or upwards? In order to place this 
matter in a clear point of view, he thought 
it his duty to move. That there be laid be- 
fore the house, a copy of all the warrants, 
granting pension# to Chancellors in England 
mid Ireland since the 1st of Jan. 1800. 

Lord Hoivick declared, hAiad no objection 
whatever to the motion of the hon. gent. ; 
at the same timevbe could not help thinking, 
that the hon. gent was not (lie most qualitiedT| 
person in the world to resist improper grants, 
when a certain marriage settlement was re- 
collected, and many other grants to the hon. 
gent, his family, and connections, got by 
what means, the Lord only knew, and for 
what the Devil only knew. It &as not a 
happy measure to come from that side of the 
house, when he locked round, and observ- 
ed that every member then sitting on the 
Treasury Bench, allot' them, to a man, en- 
joyed soma place, pension, or grant, cither 
contingent to themselves, or in reversion to 
expectancy, as provision for their families 
b aud relatives ; he could not think thif mo- 
tion came with much grace from that side of 
the house. If he was to single out one man 
more than another, # as the most unqualified 
man, taking all the circumstances into con- 
sideration, he would say the hon. gent, was 
the most improper and the least qualified to 
bring forward such a motion*! n that house. 
The noble lord believed it was not the intention 
of the late government, to give Mr. Ponson- 
by more than other chancellors had receiy-' 
ed before him. Those whb knew the cha- 
racter of Mr. Ponsonby, those who were ac- 
quainted with his independence and libera- 
lity of sentftnent, yyell knew, that he him- 
aelf would be the first to cancel any impro- 
per grant made tef him, he would be the last 
man in existence to take advantage of such 
on act. He should say no more upon this 
* subject; except to declare, that it was hot 
tfeelnfentionof his majesty's late ministers 
to mate this grant different from all other? 
of the same kind j and if it became neces- 


sary fo bring a biU into parliament to rectify* 
such an erfor, should the hon. gent, move it, 
be would be the first to second his friction. 
But what, he asked, was ail this dbjectiori 
for ? to what end^did it lead ? to what good 
could it tend ? He thought all this wq* caJ> 
aila ted for the sole purpose of diverting tbw 
public attention from those inquiries Which; 
the house wished to set' on foot. The df aS 
“ No peculation/' to be sure, was most pro- , 
perly 'applied by gentlemen at the other site 
of the house ; and he hoped that the chargee; 
that had been made, would not be found ta 
prevail with the public to give Up inquiry y 
but that if any improper offices had been* 
appointed, the house should examine and 
condemn or censure as they found expedient* 
Rut this was not the object of the gentlemen 
oppositj ; no — their object was but loo ap* 
parent — their wish was 10 ISad the attention 
of the house and of the public to these to- 
pics of improper Appointments and grants fck 
order to cover wkh some pretence or other* 
the lake alterations in his majesty*# ministry, 
and the new appoint n«ent«£p the committee 
of finance. Upon the Litter subject, then, 
what had been done ? The right hon. tbo 
chancellor of the exchequer had apppointwal 
8 new members, all of whom were selected 
by himself, in order to give him a decided 
majority. This, he trusted, would not bo 
forgotten. It would also be recollected, that 
3 mcmbcrs # of the former«corqnpiitee, aihong- 
whom he must first name Mr. Sharpe and 
Mr. Lamb, who were Objected to by. that 
right hon. gent, as unfit members ot that 
committee, because they were the moat at- 
tentive of all those who attended, and** 
most indefatigable in seeking* out abdira 
and detecting peculation in every ilkji. 
The third gentleman, who had been 
ed by this right hon. and learned geut.ipsa 
Ijis hon. friend \Mt. Whitbread), &ra 
other reason whatever, -but because Ito tea 
th^utive prosecutor of lord Melville. Ai- 
ry waBhe to witness the general spirit c# at- 
tack and recrimination witnessed within that 
house ; it was not a season for it j but when 
one party was continually ttydwing cot dark 
and ambiguous hints, threatening to egpbdfc 
la somethin* here, and to detect a something 
'there ; perhaps the baft, the most monte 
way to resist such vague attacks was by bok£ 
express, and direct opposition— to ansjjte 
hints by facts, and senseless cries by "a air 
maneffor immediate inquiry. He begged 
pardon of the house for trespassing so 
h so late an hour ; he had been hurried'^ 
greater Iqngth than he had ic^ended tol 
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e h, bat it was not easy for a man to keep brought down the causes to 200, beside* 
temper, when he heard of charges and going through with the 'current business, 
accusations, and sarar what kind of men they; Had he remained in office a few month* 
were that prefesred them. ; longer, not a single cause would have been 

Mr. Hnskisson denied thht he had said any ! left undetermined. He wished that the 
thing in the slightest degree derogatory to , lion. gent, would, in future, be more cau- 
the late chancellor Popsonby, for whom he j tious in prefearing his accusations; it would 
professed the rabst unfeigned respect. — The j have been more candid, had lie carefully 


motion was then agreed to. 

HOUSE OP COMMONS. 

Friday , * July 3. 

{Tensions to Chancellors ] Mr. 
Huskisson regrettt-d that* the nobis lord 
(Howick) was not present, to whom he had 
last night addressed a question respecting the 


inquired into this subject, before he brought 
it forward for the consideration of the houso 
of commons. 

Mr. Huxkissan repeated his former state- 
ment. Thj clause had certainly been omit- 
ted in the grant on this side of the water, 
and he was therefore justified in imagining 
that it might have bo.*n omitted in Ireland, 


omission in the grant of a pension to the i and that it was intended to be so. 
late Irish Chancellor (Mr. Ponsonby) on his ! [Navy, Army, ani> Ovdnanck Esti- 
re tiring from office, of the usual clause | m vri.s.] The house resolved itself into a 
respecting the ^pension, should he again , Committee of Supply. The Speaker having 

left the chair, 

Mr. R. IFiird stated that -the Navy Es»ti- 
{nates were, with little variation, the same 
as tlierlast Estimates. He had nothing more 
to do, therefore, than to move the follow- 
i tig resolutions • That J30,0()0 Seamen be 
allowed for the year 1807, including 31,400 
Royal Marines. That 3,12<i,5(X)l. be grant- 
ed for wages for these seamen for 13 
months, at 1 1. 8s per man, per month. 
That 3, '21 1 ,0001. be granted for victualling the 
mer. tor 13 months, atthe#ate ot ll. 18s. per 
man permonth. That 5 , 070 , 0001 begranted 
for the wear and tear of the ship**, at tins rate 
ofdl per man per month. That 422,5001. be 
granted for the sea service in advance. That 
1, 135,4741. be granted for the half-pay of 
the navy. That 2,1 34, ()03l. be granted for 
naval buildings and extra works. That 
1 ,500,0001. be granted for the hire of trans- 
ports tor the year 1807. That 300,000J. be 
granted for the sick and wounded seamen. 
That 500,0001. be granted for the prisoners of 
w ar at home aiil abroad. — These resolution* 
were put and agreed to. » 
f The Secretary at War then rose and said ; 
that he need not trouble the house any far* 
the? than by moving the following resolu- 
tions j — that 1 13,795 effective men be allow, 
ed for the land forces. That 4,051,0231- [>• 
allowed for the pay of (hese trfiops. That 
2,609,1431. he allowed for the troops in the 
plantations. That 125.2141 be allowed for 
the dragoons. That 277,2401. be allowed for 
the charge of recruiting aud contingencies* 
That 100,54)1. 17 s. 6d. be granted for the 
staff officers. 2,403,6641. for the embodied, 
militia. 622,1531. for the militia contingent 
cies. 157,2271 16*. for the .charges, of 
clothing the militia. 34,4331. for the full, 


accept a situaiiot! of trust or emolument. 
He had since received infoVmatioti that this 
was owing to a mistake in the grant on 
this side pf the water, and that in the 
warrant issued fn^iv the Treasifry in Ireland, 
the proper clause was inserted. He trusted 
that no one was less disposed than himself 
tp throw out an unfounded insinuation on 
any man, or any set of men. But he had 
been deceived by the mistake in the grant, 
which certainly did exist. He therefore 
moved, that the order which had last night 
been biade for ,the, production of the grant 
be discharged.* Ordered. Soon after. 

Lord Howick entered the house, and ob- 
served, that his anxiety on t h is subject had been 
so- great, that on the adjournment of the 
heme last night, he had lost no time, hut 
had called Mr. Ponsonby, to ascertain 
thtaMroth of the hon. gent’s, assertion. Mr. 
Bgwobby could not inform hirh whether or 
nql&he grant contained the clause alluded 
to* Ink he assured hint that he had never 
tbe**lfghtest idea whatever of accepting the 
pCiilon, without the usual condition^ i/fhd 
he hid tduce then written to lord Haakev* 
bury, statijgg, that should the clause actually 
have been omitted in the grailt, be was 
ready to surrdb4 er f° r purpose of its 
insertion. He (lord Howick) confidently 
appealed to the gentlemen of Ireland, whe- 
ther there had ever been a chancellor, who 
had "discharged thei mpor tan t ^duties of his 
hfefa office with greater ability, diligence, 
tsil ddvantage to the public?* When he 
first succeeded to the office, the Charicery 
’Qprt of Dublin was in arrears for six years 
of Notices, for 600 Motions, and for 42;* 
QlWsr whei^be quitted office, hq had got 
~er all, the notices and motions, aud had , 
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payof the supernumerary officers. 467,2731. 
for the increased rate of subsists nee. 
186,0821. for the half pay of the land forc- 
es. 55,3301. for allowances to reduced mi- 
litary officers. 44,0001. for the half- pay of 
our American forces* 406,3 80 l. for the 
Chelsea out-pensioners. 43,2j8l. for Kil- 
mainham hospital. 832,5401. for defraying 
the charges of foreign corps. 22,1/51. for 
the Royal Military College. 21,2471. for 
the Royal Military A^yfum. 18,4621. for 
Chelsea Hospital. 4o'),450l. for the barrack 
department.- -These resolutions were put and 
carried. 

Mr. Ashton moved She ordnance estimates, 
which were, 2,278, 1 0*1- for the ordnance of 
the land service. 301,4061. for the service 
of the year 1805^ 262,3651. for the service 
of the year 180(£ 4/1,2461. for the ord- 
nance of Ireland- — The resolutions weie put 
and carried. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, July 6 * 

[Petition aoainst Mr. Galway 
Mills ] Mr. Cochran r Johnstone present- 
ed a petition from Mr. Elliott of New 
Bond-street, against Mr. Galway Mills, who 
was then in custody of the Marshal of the 
King's Bench, for a debt due to the peti- 
tioner, when he was returned to the pre- 
sent parliament. 'JJJie petition stated, that 
hi the course of business two bills of ex- 
change had qpme from Mr. Mills into the 
hands of the petitioner, which had been 
respectively dishonoured ; that Mr. Mills 
was also indebted in considerable sums to the 
petitioner for work done, goods snfd, and 
money advanced ; that in last Michaelmas 
Term the said Mr. Mills had, qpon process 
out of the Court of King’s Bench, been 
taken into the custody of the marshal of the 
said court, but had entered a sham demur- 
rer, which he had afterward# abandoned ; 
that in last Trinity Term the petitioner had 
phtained judgment for 10131. but that exe- 
cution had been stayed by a writ of error 
brought by the said Mr Mills,- to evade 
jqftice, and i« order to escape the payment 
of his legal debts ; that as no bail can be 
takSn to an action pending a writ of error, 
tlie said Mr. Mills was in custody of the 
marshal of the King’s Bench, when he was 
returned to the present parliament as a re- 
presentative for the borough of St. Michael’s; 
that the petitioner was informed that Mr. 
Mills had it in contemplation to apply for 
his liberation to that house, he^ having a 
pqqsiderable colonial property in the West 


Indies, with a view to 4vtdK<fosw from fhp 
jurisdiction of the courts, and for the pur* 
pose of evading justice j* that under these 
circumstances the lord chancellor wdujd not 
grant the writ “ KTe exeat Regno;" that if 
the said Mr. Mills should be discharged out 
of custody by that house, the petitioner 
would be greatly injured;' and that thfe 
petitioner therefore prayed that honourable 
house that it would pleased to take sucb 
measures on the premises as to its wisdom 
should seem meet, and that petitioner might 
be heard by himself or his council, to prove 
the facts and allegations in his petition «■**■ 
This petition was ordered to lie on the ta- 
bic, as were also similar petitions presented 
against the same gentleman, by Mr. Coch- 
raue Johnstone, from Mr. Allen, of Bond* 
street ; and by Mr. P. Moore, from a creditor, 
to »he Amount of 1 9 , 2001 .■■—The petitions 
were ordered to lie on the ftible. 

[State of th*. Nation.] Mr. WhtU 
bread rose and addressed the house as fol- 
lows : — I am not, Sir, altogether, unaccus- 
tomed to address this a^erafcjv. During the 
number of years I have had the honour of * 
seat among you, it has been my lot to bring 
forward several important propositions, some 
of which have experienced a favourable re- 
ception, but the greater part a determined 
opposition. Yet never have I been in the 
habit of making apology for the insuffi- 
ciency of the proposer, fepwevpr strongly I 
felt it, thinfcifig it better to rely on the soli- 
dity of the grounds upon which my propo- 
sitions rested, than to attempt conciliating 
attention by apologies. But I must confess 
on tfcis occasion, whether from the growing 
diffidence of the public in public ipetf? 
whether from the manner in which I fee*# 
been recently ffpoken of in this assembly^ 
whether from the., nature of the detaftni 
which have lately* taken place amongst Of, 
in*which a spirit of attack and recriminotkfq 
lias taen maui tested, fy no mean# calculated 
Ho raiswhe character of this house ft iifcid 
cry of hear ! hear!] whether fhoRllbe dis- 
astrous state of the rimes, or wta&er froo% 
nil these feelings combined, f never roan 
with so great a degree of diffidence and tali* 
ci tude. if in my endeavours to bring bapfe 
the gravity of debate— to get rid of tho 
spirit of recrimination wliiph has too kmg 
prevailed amongst us, and to retrieve tin 
falling fortunes ofethis mighty empire —Hefts 1 • 
Mr. 'Dennis Browne, of Mayo, moved 
the standing* order for the exclusion tff* 
Stwngers ; in consequence of which the gal*?, 
lery was iipmediatply cleared, apd £trang$p| 
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\ not readmitted during the remainder 
the evening. — Notwithstanding the 
#bove circumstance, we are, however, ena- 
Jblei, from an authentic source of informa- 
jtion, to communicate to our readers the fol- 
lowing oUtliue of this important debate. 

Mr. lyhilbre&d proceeded to lay grounds 
/or the motion be wended to offer, and 
etated as the reasons and objects of inquiry, 
the state of our Sugar-colonies, and the 
.danger to which our East-India empire was 
exposed ; he alludedjo the mutiny at Vello- 
ye,and seemed to think it arose from a deep- 
er and more general feeling, than the impo- 
litic and ill-judged military regulations which 
had been assigned as its cause. The state of 
ihe sister kingdom, he also thought, should 
he inquired into in a committee of the 
whole house $ he feared Ireland was not so 
/cordial aa she should be in our Common 
cause, and he desired to place her iti the 
jame situation of loyajt y and good affection 
and security as Devonshire or Yorkshire. 
He was gware that Catholic emancipation 
could not and ought nut now to be farther 
attempted, but*tbere were other means ot 
aUayiug animosity, and conciliating affec- 
tion $ among many such means be should 
allude to that of a system of ty thes which an 
fron. gent, on the other side (Mr Croker) 
who t did not usually agree with his hon. 
friends, had flowed to f be a subject of 
inuch consecpieupe, and if carefully ma- 
naged, pregnant with good effects. He 
ahould not dwell* at greater length on this 
♦object, because he felt it might be more 
effectually discussed hereafter, but beyond 
doubt that discussion in a committee^ on 
the state of the nation was absolutely 
• Mq gs saary. a He would also assert that the 
ftaftaordtnary dissolution of the late parlia- 
jaent demanded an enlarged inquiry, and he 
iliftrl that the doctrines on which that 
and the preceding measures were sought Vo 
bft justified, viz. that the king could afany 
mamnnt act without an adviser, tended to 
dcspotigak and the subversion of the consti- 
jution. lie disapproved of his majesty's 
lata choice of ministers : he thought one of 
t h em (the chancellor of the exchequer) a 
person not Jjkeljf to gain the confidence of 
fndand ; and be considered the right Ron) 
aaorttary (Mr. farming) as Ik tie calculated, 
hts temper, his feelings, and the whole 
. cdbna of his politica) life, Ao conciliate that 
(country with which he (Mr. W.) should 
mvt? cease to hope that negotiations for 
jpiee plight speedily be renewed. He ob- 


served also that the recal of lord MtivVie 
to his majesty's councils deserved serious 
inquiry and deep reprehension, though he 
Would not say that it wa 9 illegal, oreeo* 
trary to ihe resolutions of that house. He 
concluded by recapitulating his statements, 
and moving„that a committee be' appointed 
to inquire into the State of the Nation. 

Mr. A liines replied to the arguments of 
the hon. gent. He stated that the proposed 
inquiry would be vague and delusive ; that 
it was an attempt to censure the late change 
of administration, and to embarrass the 
measures of government ; that many of the 
grounds which had been urged by the hon. 
gent, for going into the committee, had 
equally existed during f the continuance of 
the late administration, whgii no such notice 
had been made by the hon. gent, or his 
friends 5 Jvc reprinted the state of the 
country to be such as required the exertions 
of the united energies of all descriptions of 
its subjects, which it was the object of this 
motjpn to distract. Looking to our resour- 
ces, to the patriotism and valour of the 
country, he saw nothing to fear, but much 
to expect. Were we to countenance the 
exertions of our allies by examples of Bri- 
ti.sh valour ; were we to evince by our con- 
duct a conviction of the fact, that the path 
of pence was only to he found under the 
arch of victory, |ie had; no doubt but the 
ultimate issue of the contest would be ho- 
nourable to the country. With, a conviction 
of these truths cm his mind, and tor a va- 
riety of other reasons, he was so far from 
giving his support to the motion, that he 
should njoye that this house do now ad* 
jouru. 

Lord Milton said a few words nearly si* 
milar to those he had used on a former 
occasion. 

Sir A . Pigott went into a legal statement 
to shew the illegality of the doctrine of the 
king's acting without advisers, and drew a 
distinction between the sovereign in his 
executive and in his legislative capacities, 
and asserted strongly tbrt it was in his exe* 
cutive capacity alone that the coronation 
oath was binding upon him. 

Mr. Henry Smith considered ‘ifie proposed 
mode of inquiry to 6e of all others the 
least eligible, and indeed to be only brought 
forward for party purposes ; ho therefore 
thought it beneath the dignity and justice of 
the house ft> bend itself to such a proceed* 
ing : the present ministers had done nothing 
to forfeit tip confjdeqpe of tb* couQtf^ and 
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till they shewed themselves unworthy, he, 
and he trusted the house, would support 
them. 

Mr. Dennis Browne apologized to the 
house for the haste and perhaps indiscretion 
with which he had obliged strangers to 
withdraw, but he trflsted the house would 
pardon what had been occasioned by an im~ 
ulse of surprise and sorrow' at hearing the 
on. mover talk of “ the fallen fortunes of 
this country;” nor did «the continuation of 
the lion, member’s speech shew that his 
measure was so unnecessary or indiscreet as 
it might have been thought ; for surely the 
manner in which he had treated the affairs 
of Ireland was not calculated to do good by 
being promulgated. He assured the house 
lie had acted Irotn the impulse of duty in 
this mailer, witfl great personal pain and 
reluctance; a pain that w^uld be greatly 
increased if he thought the house disap- 
proved of his proceeding. 

Mr. M. Montague opposed the motion as, 
tending to no good practical end. 

Mr. II. A. Herbert said a few worfls in 
favour of the motion. 

General Tail el on went at some lengtli in- 
to the details of the campaign in Poland, 
and expressed his confident opinion, that, 
in a military point of view, the position of 
Buonaparte was extremely ci ideal. 

Mr. William Adam spoke in favour of 
the motion. He ffrgued some of the legal 
points already touched upon by sir A Pi got t. 
He observed freely on the state of Ireland, 
and concluded by shewing, by many exam- 
ples, how consti ulional 1 lie proposed mea- 
sure was at all times and how peculiarly 
useful it would be at this. 

Mr. Will erf orce opposed the motion, as 
nugatory and even dangerous. It stood on 
no good theory, and it tended to no good 
practice ; the variety of topics which would 
divide the attention of a conyuittee of the 
whole house, would tender it impossible to 
maintain any reghlnr discussion, or to arrive 
at any useful conclusion ; every gentleman 
would introduce his own favourite subject, 
and the committee would lose its patience 
affd its time in endless debate. -But, really, 
from those party subjects, he wished gem lu- 
men would turn tilth* attention to the awful 
situation of public affairs He had heard an 
honourable friend of his (Mr. Milnes) w ith 
gfcat pleasure and admiration, but he would 
not be so sanguine in his hopes <j|f the coun- 
try, as the more ardent mind and the better 
spirits %f his youthful friend caused him to 
be*. He did fear much, ana with tlut so- 
Vo l. IX. 
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Jemn # impression on him, he could not avoid 
lamenting that gentlemen in that house and 
the people at large, seemed not aware of 
the extent of the danger* and suffered their 
thoughts to be distracted to petty objects, 
from the great and paramount duty of pre- 
paring for the most momentous of contests. 
He had, indeed, hopes, which arose, how** 
ever, from causes different from those that 
some hon. gentlemen seemed to build upon ; 
he had hopes from moral causes, surer than 
mere human agency in their effect, and 
more complete and decisive in their results. 
He trusted that those causes would act as 
they had hitherto*n all ages and times inva- 
riably done, and in that trust it was that be 
had hopes for this country. The hoti. gent, 
then alluded to the state of Ii eland, and 
quoted Dr. M'Neviu's opinion before the 
Secret Committee, to shewjhnt the denial 
or delay of Catholic Emancipation waa not 
the real cause of, the disturbances of that 
country. lie recommended to the gentry 
of that part of the empire, an indulgent 
and conciliating conduct with regSrd to the? 
people ; and above all,® h?Mtommended to 
the consideration of the well-wishers of 
Ireland, the introduction of some general 
system of education and morality, which, 
he ventured to asset t, would do more to- 
wards composing that country, than any 
political measures that could be devised. 

Dr. Laurence tfent over, at considerable 
length, the«arguments alteadynirged in fa- 
vour of the original motion, and followed 
sir A. Pigott and Mr. Adam in the line ,of 
their arguments on the legal points which 
had incidentally arisen. 

]\?r. Bathurst would oppose t*he motion 
as unnecessary, and in some decree impose 
si hie to be carried into effect. If incjtdry 
was necessaiy, why not institute ito$.spe* 
eific grounds ? would it not tend to a. mare 
ch'iir and satisfactory exposition, to consider 
each article that called for considcialion, qu 
, its single merits, than in the general 
and sweeping stile proposed by thU motion. , 
The right hon. member adverted to the 
opinion pronounced by him a former 
occasion, \iz. that thcre'are*panicnlar con-** . 
junctures in which the king must act tor 
kimfk'lf : he had reconsidered, ho said, tins 
opinion, and h^ found himself strengrhened 
in it by th. t reconsideration 1 . 

Sir J. Newport made, some observation* _ 
Oil *w t . WiiiA- rtSrce's speech, in which he ' 
attempted to •correct some errors and n.is- 
tatements of the hon. gent. He then pro- 
ceeded to say a few words on tig; origiu*|l 
3 B* • • 
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question, and finally expressed his r&solu- the bon. gent,, was returning to some obser- 
(ion to support the motion. vat ions on the gentleman who had spoken 

Mr Ctckerx ose to defend the* non. gent, last, when the cry lor the question been mo 
.{Mr* \V i 1 her force) 6 from the erroneous and so loud and subng, that after a few words, 
\iuC 3 ndid reply’of the right lion, baronet, the lion, member was pleased to sit down. 

He cuu tended (hat Mr. Wilherfoi re’s quo- The Chancellor of tUc Ecr/uynrr lvlulccl 
tation ofdoctor M'Nevin was correct, and the leg d doctrines of the lion, gentlemen on 
whatever migh^ be his own opinion on the; the other sidb of the house. He insisted 
great question, he must say that the lion. ! that occasion** must and ought , to occur in 
member's statements were i oily warranted j \\ Inch i lie king could have no adviser, and 
and supported by thd passages referred to. ! must a«*t from his own feeling and sense of 
Mr. Croker leplicd to the several articles of d t. r ; he would state a case to the house, 
Mr WhiihreadVspee&h, and said that his! which, he relied upon if, would, in tluir 
surprise at thi - vague motion was the greater, opinion, warrant his asset t ion; he would 
from Ins know i:tg that t lie re stood in tlie ! suppoa: that, on the „\ ery first occasion on 
order-book of that house, notices for sp£ci- | wh.ch the noble lord opposite (l-Iowitk) 
fic inquiry into almost every one of the 1 had propestd a late ( elcbiatcd measure to 
topics which tlie lion, gentleman proposed , the coii-ideratiun of the king, his majesty 
to neat of in the iuueluute and desultory .should ha\e thought (it to toll the noble 
stile inseparably from a committee i he . loi cl that lie c<£Kviv<d the mca.suir to be 
state cf the natiop He proceeded to it lV.ie , .->0 mi«chu*\nus that he could no longer 
tlie assertions and arguiqcntrof the bon ('entitle in the proposer of it. Huppn e he 
mover, whiili, whatever he thought of J.ad, at tliet very audit nee, and wbhnut 
them, had so pleased the gemHincn on the quitting the nobie lord, demanded from him 
opposite nftle, that they had used no otlur, the kmIh of office, and mi dismissed him 
but h/.d rontentTo'lhciiibclve.s w iih icpeatiiig liom his service, \\ ould if be rted that, in 
tiie speech of the hen. mover. One learned . this case, tlie king would not haw* acted 
doctor (laurence) in particular, fearing, fm . liim-ell: would gentlemen say, that, in 
he supposed, that its .slioi.g sense end in- such a case, lie must haw? had an arbiter, 
soiling \vt\e too get, pungent, and. e.-vr.r.d wlicie adsicc was impossible and would it 
fior common palate-, had k’ndiy dih.us! the hi „ .sciud, that such a < ase as he now put 
hon. grutieni in s argument, in a qu.ii-i.iy «i w.s an in probable one q a He relied not ('ll 
his |jwn ecu ’» weak, ai'il iht’(i\i» i.s - \ • *• alone, though that weic enough, 

quence — The* hc/i. memhe 1 , afoer otneiv- but . : : . \ nne tomiitniionnl print 'pic, and all 
ing iri a strain of iyony on the merits ei i lw true son lUatmnal praetu \ was also with 
last administration, com hided by reton mg bun. 1 le i.cwt denied, or w ould deiq. , the 
to Mr. \\ ilbcr tot re'* i.wiul desci.ptfji of gen. i.d p- ii\ ipie that minion rs \w re i e-pon - 
our political Htualion, by cxpiesring a wish sfi ieTor all acts doiv in ilwir mini .My ; but 
(hat v/e should excite no diwriuiis at in nii h" w< .dddi-ns tii.ii they weie sv*poii'd k !« -r 
to encouiage enemies abroad, ;.nd that, is dene boriae tliei,' nfn, ; v»y. \\ h..t if 
whfle the farmer, the artisan, end the the king ot hn. lin.d slion.d chrome (he 
tradesman cheerfully contribute their little would l.»r ;u *uneur\ sake suppose the 
profits and comforts to the exigencies of the cu*e) ( apriciousU or impiopcilv to drinus* 
state, those whobC superior lot turns ivk- a a minister, ru^t the mw i es-or to that imiii- 
dered the payment of (taxes no hacr.fjjp* u> sti r hcr.r the le-ppn.siLility of the dbini* ,;d 
them, should contribute what their qj.vi.try 4 Ijc disapproved ? if hewcic doomed to that 
did claim from their patriotism — the saciiii.v , ic-ju.iwihiliiy, no men could accept. the 
of their passions, their prejudices and thor uiiie, and the con - 1 quinces would l*v, that 
parties, to th$ common intercalb of Lngkuid no man in England < ould till the cm.plov- 
iancl of Europe: , incut, except the wry in :n who i::' ! been 

Mr. IV. Smith blamed the style of cop.fi- dismissed, and win*, bom the difiliehce 
dent accusation whir It the last menu be r had between lum and Ir.s - soveiei gn, was tlie 
ipdulged in. That. lion, gene’s paiiiamcn- last man in England whuMiould be called to 
tarj; experience 1 was not long, and Jic it. But, though he thus chose to argue the 
thought it would not be too much to ask, matter upon principle, Ik* would say that,, 
‘that flic hon. gent, should lie fnore known in point of $ict, he should have no hesitation 
to the hon. members, before he anaigned or (ear in taking upon himsi If the full re- 
‘ them so freely. After alluding to wh it had spon-ability <>l his majesty's late niwii.sui\s. 
iviiep tioni the hon. member fur Ycrlvsliiro, \\ eie lha kiug now placed in a situaliou 
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similar to that in which ho stood on a late founded on suppositions which' the house 
occasion, and were to ask for liis advice, he would not presume. He also adverted very 
would, under the weight of his official re- waimly to fhe’accusatioi* made against him, 
sponsibility, fearlcssly~advise his majesty to and thrive who ac'rd with lum, by t wo him. 
die very measures which the gentlemen on gentlemen on t«ie other side. To one in 
the other side ha- ^arraigned The light | particular ■ (Mr. Milnes), he bogged to soy, 
hon. gent: said, that the oilier parts of the j that his and his Inends conduct, for twelve 
questfnn had been so ably mid decisively : years * pieteding hi-, coming into office, 
settled by hi» lion, friends who had sunken which had been so seriously irproached to 
in this debate, that lie fdt it unnecessary to Inin by the hon. member from the Sister 
consider them; and h*c c^nuuded by say- 1 Kingdom, lied had, dining all that period, 
ing, that the hon. gent. (Mr. Mil es) who the support and r-sitfancc of the fit her of 
.had moved the question of adjoin ninrnt, ' that Ison. gent. (Mr. Million) ; he would 
could not have been aware, that some othei \'osay, that fh%young and hon. gent, the? 
orders of the- day fcmam»*d unoi -charged, son of a man he entirely esteemed, had 
and he would therefore suggest the with- dealt in assertions more easy to make than 
drawing that motion, and putting a direct , to prove. He was anxious tohavehiscon- 
negati\e on th.e ^rieinal qik stum. j duct examined, hut he thought he might 

j /)!■.! Iltiirirh rose.it that late hour, not | at lea ,t claim, till it was examined, n sns- 
to troub!" tlielim.se \ cry •long j he would , pensiofl of- the heavy judgments which the 
willingly have declined speaking altogether, hon. number had pa«.sed*upon him. The 
hut what fell liom tho hon. gentlemen on noble lord cntcrrtl into some details relative 
the other side impel iously demanded som? to our foreign relations, and concluded with 
notice. He asserted that" the able speech saying, that he should vote lor ij^e commil- 

(A his hon. lrii'nd had not been answeted ; tee, as timely, usefuj, necessary . 

the observations ot an hon. gent, on the Mr. Crok^r, general Stewart; and Mr.Wbit- 
.othcr side tMr. CroLer), professing to he bread, each said a frw word's ; and, Mr. 
in reply to his hon. friend, he thought con- M fines withdrawing his motion for adjourn- 
lained more of fresh accusations against his ment, the house divided, when theie ap- 
majesty's late ministers, t!nn ol reply. 1 he j peared, 

lion. gent, with some force, imdr-ubtcdly, | For Mr. Whitbread’s motion 13o 
had pressed sonu^poinls upon die lio»-c ; Against it, . - 322 

bill he must call upon that hon. geni. ;1 he ! • . . —— 

saw real ‘ m-ouiuK ol clutge against his is; i- i Itlajovitv against \* f - ]8() 

jestv’s late muoMCis, to bring it lirwasd 1 Adjourned at four ifclcck on Tu.csd.iy 
specifically and bu. lly, and hi* pledged him- ’ mormdg. 

seif to meet it n-» specifically anti iieelv. j nj tho Mrinriht. 

Tl,e lion. R'Mir. ImJ .loprtvated 1 ms (IoiM ; Al .*, rmher . v , r Mr Granby 

How.eldA advo -.irion for Ireland, he must t \,\ in y. , v . C h’.v t .l>dl*!onl J. 

sav, that not only as a member ol lh" tu.iled \l»ivipi\ Ijnrrl ( rmpbdl, Col. m 


pirliamcnt, Imt as on- pinutoiy «*.. :nj*d'd 
with Ireland by the dcaicst tie-:, he was a-. ’ 
interested in the welfare of Ireland as the 
hon. gent. ; and he hoped •the hon. gent, j 
would giv'» hiyi credit for saying. tlru 1,^ i 
never liad, nor never would speak a sy.i.«* : 
ble, oy do an act injurious t > Iici -id. He j 
considered that part of tho empire as "the ! 
fiiost imperative in its calls for attention .r.-.l ■ 


.\‘K iC-iMUllIC, lfan. J. 

* -ibu-v, --i Joliri 
\ru*i »-, W.-.i. I.ce * 
I'-k'*. t dvcrk\ 
iVmruTU,.,. 

[\ >■ ^jic -11 W ilicr 
!*i.»kTV' .u. 

I* C jr. 1 II. 

r.- „-n, 

Jt • : , 1 . 

Hm, nn. J. 1 ' a t 


hra.;-. J. 

hon. Maj. 
Dutvlas lion. C. T.. 
n-uvj -v, r. hon. W. 
Palv, 1). H. 

Dillon, hon. H. A. 
lulion, rt. hon. W. 

I is urn, Karl* 
f i-.-n, hon, Win. 

t-' »onf, lord 
r.-anyan’l, Win. 


care, and though he could not sav that any j 
measure of* catholic indulgence should now 
be brought forward, he would sav that good' 
policy called for* a general system of conci- 
liation and kindness ; a system which lie 
found the Irish did not verv confidently ex- 
pect from the right hon. the»chaneoikn of 
the exchequer. The noble lord answered, 
ki m8ch detail, the legal argiynenN ot thi- 
right. hurt, gent, which he contended u ere 1 


D.". 

Ij'ul.ill.pil, h. \i. 
i’iflslVJV., llOll.tk 

P.raud, h r >n. TI^o*. 
t omiiL 1 , 1 1 , C. 
waleratt, J. 

<4jl*CVl'\ , 'i ^ 

t . hfcfi.K.J. 
r.,\.*ivlidi, (*. ik r. 
r.m n '*.u, l II, 
VaV nd.-h, W.c, 
Cdvcu,^. 


ru/LWtnrk, light, hon. R f 
l « dry , hon. A. 

Vol?v, Col. 

K'j yenn GrnfT.il 
1 1 1 4’^ivl ], lj,d H. II, 
l’lr-Tn-r'.mi;. Iiiin. C. J. '« 
Ijur-., idH . • 

t .1, ?. 

i • « r *. II. , 

tv! *' a r' w n: \ -iii. I Jt . 
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Howrick lord 
Howard, Henry 
Hughes W 1. 
Hamilton, lord A* f 
Jtkyll, J 
Jervoise, C. J. 

Jones, Love P# 

Knapp, — — 

Knox, hon. Thos v 
Laurence, Dr* 

Leach, John 
Lemon, str W* 

Lemon, capt 
Lamb ton, R. J« 
Lemon, John 
Littleton, hon. W. 
Lushington, S. 

Lafng, Malcolm 
Latouche, R* 

Latouche, J 
Lambe, hon W. 
Mahon, lord 
Mackdona d James 
Markham, J. 

Miller, sir Tnos. 
Madotk*' W. A. 
Moore, P. 

Mills, Wm* 

Morpeth, lofd 
Milbanke, sir R. 
Mtttyn, sir Thos. ^ 
Milner sir Wm. 

Milton lord 
Maule, hon. W. 
Maxwell, *r 
Meade, hon. J, 

Martin, H. 

Nugent, s*r G. 

North, Dudley 
Newport, r. hop.^sir Jfl 
Neki'le, hon. R- 
Qwulsron, lord 
O’Callaghcn, Col. 


O'Hara, C. 

Pierse, Henry , 
Pollington, lord 
Phillips, R. M. 

Pigoti, sir A. 

Pym,' Francis 
Petty lord H. 

Pelham, hon. C. 
Ponsonby, hon. G# 
Farm.ll, Ilenrv 
Prime, hon Wm. 

T<mer, R. 

Quin, hon. W 
Ri tlcy sir M W. 
Romilly, sir Sam. 
Russell, lord W. 

Sher Ian, rt hon. R. B. * 
Shelly, Henry 
Smith John 
Smith, W. 

Smith, G. 

Stanley, lord 
Sharpe, R. 

Shipley, Col. 4 
Scudamore, R. P. 
Savage, F. 

Somerville, sirM. 
Tivlor, M A. 

Temple, earl 
Templeton n, lord 
lownshtnd, lordJ. 

1 dibit, col. 

Tracey, Hanbury 
'Wiltianis, O 
Wynne, sir W W. 
Wynne, C W W. 
Whitbread, samuel 
Whanon, J 
W i 1 1 1 «t *n s , sir R 
iWird, hon J W. 
Warded, cof. 

Warrendcr, sir G. 
Walpole hon. G. 


HOUSF OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday , July 7 . 

tMiNUTFS.] The Speaker called the at- 
tention of the house to a letter 'Which he had 
ifcceivcd from Mr Galway Mills, a membei 
of the house 3 which hi read from th§ 
chair, as follows : — " Temple Place, Black- 
friars Road, July 6 Sir, I ha\e to luf'Jrm 

K , and through you to submit to the 
se, that I was in arrest with the Marshal 
of the King's Bench, upon mesne process, 
previous to nrf being returned to the present 
Jtarliatnent for thf, borough of Midshal, and 
that I still continue under the same restrain 
| 7 oder these circumstances, I beg to submit 
stt f cose to the bouse, that it nfay afford me 
i£k* redress, and adopt the proceedings, 
which the occasion^ ill seen to it to re- 
quire. 1 haVe the honour to bq, &tc. 9p * On 
the motion of the Chancellor of the Exche- 


quer, the proceedings upon Mr. Speed’? 
case (Dec. 1 79P) were read* He supposed 


the house would of course follow this prece- 
dent now. He thought it right at the same 
time to move, that the petitions presented 
yesteiday* by persons stating Mr, Mills to 
be indebted to them, should be referred to 
the said committee — rAn order was accord- 
ingly nnde to that effect. 

[Standing order tor the Exclusion 
of Strangers ] Mr. Sheridan said, no 
pci son was more, disposed to respect the 
general standing ofders of the house than 
he was, and he was sine that when any 
member moved that any of these orders 
should be enfoiced, it was from the im- 
pulse of the best motives The proceed* 
mgs, however, which were sometime* 
adopted with respect td the order for the 
exclusion of strangers, bcemed to him to 
require to be explained, and to be placed 
on more satisfacxory grounds. When it was 
considered that s»ti angers were, by the 
standing order, never to be admitted, no 
Construction of that standing order could 
be interpreted into a right of commanding 
those to withdraw, who were to be pre- 
sumed not to be pi csent The words of the 
standing order were not to admit strangers, 
and if any stranger intruded, the order pro- 
vided that he should be taken into custody 
by the seijeant at arms He did not think 
it right that a matter of such moment should 
be left in so undefined a state, and after 
what had happened yesterday, it became 
more necessary than ever to cone to a fixed 
undei stand mg upon it If the public was 
not to be allowed to know what the state of 
the nation was, it was haid to say what it 
should he allowed to know. He therefore 
* gave notice, that he meant on Frida) to draw 
the attention of the house to this subject. 

Mr. Dennis Browne was extremely sorry if 
any thing had fallen from him contrary to 
the general sense of the house. The fact 
was, that he h£d not moved that the gdlery 
should be cleared, baton hearing things fall 
from the hon gent, which he thought might 
be injurious, if suffered to go abroad, he 
thought it his duty to nctice that there were 
strangers in the house ; and it appealed 
that when once such a deviation from the 
standing order was noticed, there was no 
discretion for him, or Yor the Speaker, or 
for the house j it must necessarily and im- 
mediately be enforced. 

The Speaker said, that as this matter was 
mentioned, fee thought it his duty to state 
what was the present practice and usage of 
the bouse, ind what, as being tbe usage, 
he thought it his duty to adopt and enforce. 
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till it should be altered. Whether the boose 
should lightly alter a usage so established, 
would be for its consideration. From the 
standing order, forbidding the admission of 
strangeis, it was clear they could be in the 
house only by sufferance. For enforcing 
the exclusion, if necessary, the standing 
order directed that those who intruded 
themselves should be taken into the custody 
of the serjeant at arms. But this he looked 
upon only as a mode of ^getting rid of their 
presence it it should be an ‘inconvenience, 
or if they should improperly come in, or 
persist in remaining. With respect to the 
obligation of enforcing the order, it was 
indispensable: if any member noticed the 
presence of strange?*, he (the Speakei ) had 
no choice, the ljpuse had no choice, they 
must be put forth. This was the ancient 
and established usage. If tfie house should 
now be disposed to alter it, it would do well 
to consider whether any new practice that 
might be substituted would accoid equally 1 
well with its dignity or its convenience. 

Mr. IVhitbiead wished the ancient and 
established usage on this head to* remain 
unaltered, for, although he deprecated, as 
much as his hon friend, the exclusion of 
strangers, he was satisfied no new arrange- 
ment with respect to them would be equally 
conducive to the dignity and the convenience 
pf the house. Th^ light of exclusion had 
been seldom exercised, and in the course of 
his experience, he had never known it to 
be exercised with advantage The exclusion 
of last night was particularly unwise. It 
seemed the hon. gent, thought something 
that he had said would have an injurious 
effect on the public mind, if suffered to go 
abroad. But the expression, whatever it 
was, that stiuck the hon. gent, as improper, 
did go abroad. If what he had said was 
capable of refutation, it ought to go abroad, 
accompanied by the refutatioi). It it could 
not be i eluted, jt ought to go abroad with 
the authority of incontrovertible truth. The* 
member who enforced the right of exclusion 
ought to be sure that he exercised it with* a 
SQund discretion. 

^[Places, Pensions, Sinecures, Src. 
Held by Members gp Parliament.] Lord 
Cochrane rose in pursuance of the notice he 
had given ; in dflmg which, he was influ- 
enced by no other motive than that of an 
anxious wish to discharge a great public 
duty. If his motion was acceded to, the 
result would prove, whether there was any 
possibility of making those whej had lived 


and grown rich upon the public money, feel 
for the extraordinary burdens under which 
the people laboured. Tly late plan of fi- 
nance had proved that as pmch as could 
have been exacted/bad been drawn from the 
people, and that it was not possible to draw 
more : ingenuity had exhausted itself in de- 
vising new sources of taxatioix The people 
knew all thia. If he was asked, how be 
could so judge of the public sentiment, he 
in answer should appeal to the universal 
sentiment without dqors; the variety of 
publications; the language held upon the 
hustings th rough qpt the empire during the 
late election ; the language made use of in 
the different advertisements from the suc- 
cessful candidates to their constituents, and 
if all these together did not enable a mail 
to form a just estimate of pnblic opinion, he 
did not fcnow what could do«o ; nor was it 
to be forgotten, the different shameless no- 
tices that appeared in the different papers, 
►concerning the sale of seats m a certain as- 
sembly. At the same time he wished it to 
be understood,* lut nothiqg was farther from 
his intention, than to* complain of the al- 
lowances made to the efficient public offi-* 
cers ; so far from thinking those allowance* 
as extravagant, he thought them rather un- 
der than over what they should be. Revo- 
lutionary views might be imputed to him, 
as they were to others who wished for such 
investigations; but he w^s actuated by the 
purest motifes, and he hoped/for the una- 
nimous concuirence of the house. It waa 
proper to shew the people, that there ‘waa 
nothing in the character and habit9 of those 
wh% composed the house, that ought to be 
concealed. He therefore moved, (€ That A 
Committee be appointed to inquire intq-and 
report to this house, an account of allOffi* 
ces. Posts, Places, .Sinecures, tensions, St4 
tuations, Fees, Perquisites, and Emolument* 
or every description, paid out of, or arising 
fron\ the public revenues, or the fees of 
any Courts of Law, Equity, Admiralty, 
Ecclesiastical, or other Courts, hteld or en- 
joyed by, or in trust for, any Member of 
this House, his* wife, or anyot*his descend- 
ants, for him, or either of Them, in rever- 
sion of any present interd&t; with an ac- 
count of the annual amount of such Office, 
Post, Place, Siuecure, Pension, Situation* 
Fees, Peiquisites, and Emoluments, distin- 
guishing whfthfr the same arises frorrPa* 
certaifl salary, or from any average amount $ 
that this inqffiry do extend to the whole of . 
Isis majesty's dominions, and that said com- 
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snktee be empowered to fend for persons* 
papers, and records/* — Mr, Cochrane John- 
stone seconded th^ motion. 

Mr. Ba?ikc$ thought the information 
desired by the noble lord Qesirable in many 
respects ; but it would be neither practicable 
nor proper to pas;; the order in its present 
shape. Therq. was no precedent of such an 
^rder on the Journals, though the house had 
frequently thought it right to interpose and 
check the excessive or improper distribution 
Of salaries, pensions, and emoluments, de- 
rived from the public*. So extensive a held 
of inquiry could hardly be reduced to miy 
of the known rules adopted by committees 
of the house. The places held by members 
Of parliament were besides known, and the 
pension list was either regularly laid on the 
table every session, or might be on the mo- 
tion of any member. The committee in 
which he 'had the honour to preside (the 
Committee of Finance) had ordered the pen- 
sion list to be laid before it, and would pro- 
ceed to examine the circumstances connected 
with it in the next^session. it was invidious 
and improper tlT convey to the public an iiiai- 
smation, that members of parliament were 
influenced by considerations of private ad- 
vantage for themselves or their dependents, 
lie knew no ground, for casting at the pre- 
gent time an imputation never cast at any for- 
mer time. For ii was most essential, that 
at this critical period, the* character of the 
house should, if <U be* degraded or depreciated. 
It was also unfair** ns well as impolitic and 
Unpatriotic, to depreciate the rt^cv'irces of 
•he country, as the noble lord had dune, by 
Opting that we were ou the verge of trmk- 
Wiptcy. Though sensible of the difficulties 
of t|je time*, and of the relief arising from 
•ha judicious suspension of taxation, e;ery 
man of judgfhent, who considered the situ- 
afcfen of the country. Would all )w there 
were ample resources to meet the difficult! & 
lhat we had to encounter. He did my see 
bow the advertisements for the purchase and 
sale of S0fjto,, hi a certain assembly, should 
be construed into an argument of the gene- 
ral corruption* of members of parliament, 
life agreed with ‘the noble lord, that the pub- j 
lie servants, an & particularly those of the | 
higher classes, were rather under than over-* 
ipld, There was only one speefes of pensions, 
which it was necessary to inquire partictdar- 
,Iy«tnto. Within the d List a vey6 the several 
public dcpartiuentsii ad got into the practice; 
. of granting pensions within* - themselves. 


without complying with the provisions of 
Mr. Burke's act, that all pensions should be 
from the Exchequer only. Saipe of the 
public departments had withdrawn them** 
selves even from the ccmtroul of the treasury 
in this respect. C)n thq whole, however, anx* 
iou&for enquiry and desirous to afford ihe pub- 
lic information, he could not consent'to pass 
the* noble lord’s motion in its present shape. 

Mr. Cur wan kid hoped the noble lord's 
motion would have passed without a dissenting 
voice. He had hoped some measures would 
be taken to put an end to the disgraceful 
scenes that had formed the subject of such 
discreditable crimination and recrimination 
a few nights since. It was no objection that 
there was no precedent ; the unprecedented 
state of the thing was a stronger ground for 
the investigation. When' the exigency of 
the times was such as to require the exertion 
of every arm, the want of precedent was 
not to ha pleaded in bar to the satisfaction 
•due to the public mind. The Finance Com- 
mittee bad an extensive range of enquiry 
before it, and ought not to sutler a day to 
elapse v^thout reporting something. That 
committee was not constituted exactly as he 
thought it should be; as the change was 
made, he had no objection to the gentle- 
men introduced. The practice of granting 
pensions without the controulof the treasury 
or.the exchequer, was a wronger ground of 
inquiry. When tt was recorded on the 
journals, that seats in the house,,\vere bought 
and sold like bullocks in Smithfield market 
(Mr. liortte Tooke's petition), it was too 
much to find fault with the noble lord 
for adverting to ncwspnpei advertisements. 
He complained that the power of the crown 
had greatly increased since it had been de- 
clared to he already excessive ; and as a 
friend to the democratic part of the constitu- 
tion, he wished to sec that excessive power 
reduced withfli proper bounds. The excess 
of power rendered it insecure ; and when 
•the influence of corruption and weakness 
was combined with the operation of that 
excessive power, the danger was enhanced, 
and the mischief aggravated.- While he 
said this, however, he did not go the length 
of the individual (sir F. Burd&t) who bad 
so rashly expressed himself in wishing to see 
the accursed leaves of tbe*Red Book destroy- 
ed, He conceived that that person must not 
have been well acquainted with the nature 
of that book. . It was .one which differed 
materially from Ihe Livre-Rouge in France y 
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for it contained many offices of great utility 
to the country ; also, he did not deny that 
it contained many abuses ; and he wished to 
God that they were effectually removed. 
To refuse such an inqivry as this, would be 
to do the house more gAischief than all the 
Abuse of all the Corresponding Societies 
could do. Without shewing disposition 
to satisfy the public in a ca^e of this kind, 
the right bon. gent. (Mr. Perceval; would 
count in vain upon his majorities. 

JVIr. Whitbread hoped, that as there was 
no doubt that an opinion prevailed as to the 
existence of much corruption in the house, 
the motion would be*so framed, as to refute 
that opinion, or at least to shew in what 
degree and in what instance it was warranted. 
The object of the noble lord seemed to be, 
to place under on? collected view, a mass of 
information now detached, «nd in many in- 
stances inaccessible. If the motion was 
referred to the committee of finance, with 
an instruction to inquire into and report upon 
the matter contained in it, the repoit \^ou)d 
probably be of a most useful description. 

The Chancellor of the E'cckeqiqr said, 
that no opposition would be made to the 
motion, if the noble mover would assent to 
a modification, such as was suggested from 
the other side. It was his wish to give all 
possible ip format ion. To call for a »vMirn of 
nil those connected ^vith members of parlia- 
ment would be to lend to an erulJevs lLt of 
persons, fiorp which no practical Jesuit couid 
be derived. Officers in the army and navy, 
for instance, and on the half pay woukI be in- 
cluded. If ihenia’h r was referred to the com- 
mittee, it might inquire not only into perfsions 
held by members of parliament, which would 
be distinguished by the names, but into all 
pensions, by whomsoever held. The lists oi* 
pensions and places might be had from the. 
Ill tfe rent departments; but, if the inquiry 
of the committee was decmctl satisfactory, 
lie saw no objection to it. He thought the 
motion ought to be extended in some re-« 
*pects, and nariowed in others, in older to 
give it a useful and jiot unnecessary range. 
The crown being allowed the power of 
granting pensions to a certain* amount, it 
w dll Id be cmnj>etent to inquire before the 
report of the committee, as well a9 after, 
whether the pension list ought to be re- 
duced. The house having fixed the amount 
to be granted, be^questrohed whether it would 
be right to canvass the propriety of every 
individual grant. He did not know* whether 
ftyi coufrsc he proposed fell in with the views 
of the bon. gentlemen opposite. * He looked 


for no support, bat from a strict performance / - 
of his duty* He should never seek popu- 
larity by false representations injurious to 
members of parliament, and fending to ex- 
cite a distrust of |he means of the country. 
He was unwilling that any information 
practically beneficial should be withheld. 
The committee would inquire into the nature 
and extent of the pensions and emolument** * 
and by whom they were held. 

Lord Os suls ton was of opinion that it was 
most desirable the house and the country 
should be acquainted wiih the facts, what* 
ever they might l^e. He thought that the 
noble lord’s motion did not go far enough, 
and* was afraid that the return to it would 
not be completely satisfactory to the public. 

Mr. J. Smith had extensive cotnnumica* 
t ini is with his numerous constituents; and 
he was •sorry to siy, that t Weir sentiments, 
and especially the scidtruenfes of the middling 
class, weie not favourable to the indepen- 
dence of parliament. An opinion certainly 
prevailed that the house of commons was 
not so independent as it flight to be. For 
his pari, he had a higlT opinion of theoha* 
inctev of parliament ; and he was anxious 
that the motion might be agreed to, in order 
to prove how small was the number of 'the 
corrupt. Lie differed completely from an 
hon. g ri nt. who had spoken against the in- 
creasing power of the crown. At the pre- 
sent awful moment, it would be most inju- 
dicious to tlfminisli it. He d’;fs as adverse 
to the diminution of the jKnver of the erowjfc 
at that moment, as he was to the disunion of 
the people by a religions cry. "'■* 

j^r. Lethbridge complimented the fairness 
with which the chancellor of the excheqne# 
had met this question. He was glsd^tlntt 
such a motion had been brought forward', 
because he knew many populous district* m 
li's county uhovgere open- morn bed about 
jlhn nous and places ; 4his motion, if adopt- 
ed, would tend to undeceive thfein, by shew- 
ing, that they did not extcnd.to that degree 
as to endanger the safety of thro country; 

Mr. Littleton defended the noble lord'* 
motion, against the objection* of the hon. 
gent., who had said that tht4e was no piece- 
dent for such a step. W>fe not the times 
Unprecedented ? It was worth while at '» 
.period like tl* present, V*lien the minds .of 
the people were so full of suspicions, at least 
to^jndcavoui^tofhew that they were without, 
foundation-. • 

Sir J. Se Bight would support the noble - 
lprd’s motion, or something resembling \X K 
because the public entertained doifbts on this 
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wfc§ect, which an investigation of this sort 
Ms best calculated to remove.. He dis- 
claimed all conniption with party, although 
he entertained a high fespect for his majes- 
ty's present 'ministers. \ 

Mr.'W Smith thought that the adoption 
of this motion would tend to strengthen the 
constitutional power of the crown, and he 
j^reed that this was not the time to weaken 
that constitutional power. At the same 
time, he did not so well approve of the 
ntode proposed by the right hon. die chan 
toellor of the exchequer, nor did he approve 
of referring this motion to the Committee- of 
Finance, who had already enough upon their 
hands; considerable time must thereto re 
elapse before any return could be made by 
them, or else other things which they had 
in hand must be neglected. He wished a 
committee toJ>e appointed for thtt express 
purpose of carrying into execution the ob- 
ject of this motion. He .was not sanguine j 
enough to suppose that any curtailing o t pen 


grant pensions to persons after holding offi* 
ces for a short time. It was no good plea 
for the person retiring on such pension to 
say, that he had been induced to take the 
office against his will, and had abandoned 
more lucrative situations. 

Mr. fPillerforce, Sifter 1 adverting to the 
integrity and independence of liis hon. friend 
(Mr. Bankes), expressed his regret, that he 
should have said any thing on the present 
occasion, which might have the appearance 
of a desire to prevent inquiry. It was highly 
gratifying to him, and must be so to the no* 
bie lord (Cochrane), to see that his motion 
was received with general approbation, and 
that there appeared to be scarcely any differ- 
ence, except as to the form. He thought 
the mode proposed by the chancellor of the 
exchequer the most proper; but differed from 
him as to the grants by the crown, which 
might be examined, though not malignantly 
normvjdiously. With regard to the salaries 
L of public men, he thought that here, too, a 


•ions would cause any diminution of the ! prudent parsimony ought to prevail, for it 
public bufdens, as they are .felt by indivi- ought to be considered that they were paid 
duals; for whfn ‘50 millions a-year were not only by their salaries, but by the dis- 
fequired to be raided, even supposing ti notion ^hey enjoyed, and the opportunity 
d? 50 ,000 a year could possibly be diminish- j of transmitting their names to posterity as 


fd from the pension list, no remedy could 
thereby be atforded to the burdens of the 
individual ; but the public, if encouraged to 
hope for this, would reap the advantage of 


faithful and able servants of the public. Yet 
he thought that they ought to have pensions 
upon retirement, upon the same principle, that 
officer* in the army and navy had half-pay. 
those schemes for the national advantage, so j He was convinced that ‘nothing was better 
necessary in the present posture cf affairs. He j calculated than openness and fair dealing, to 
&kl the authority of Judge BJackstune to say, make public men and parliament stand well 
jjfct'it was the duty of the house to inquire in public opinion, and he was glad that this 
Jrnto the amount and circumstances of" the J motion had been made, as it would tend to 
pensions granted by the crown ; and lie con- i secuie that object. But there was a danger 
iidered that it was also competent to the 1 of huntiug too eagerly after popularity. The 
house to inquire into the specific grants, as J circumstance that rendered popular govern- 
welfas the number of sinecure places and j ments more capable of great exeitions than 
finrersions. Ho denied the position, that j others, was the affection of the people to 
Ibe man who had a revers^pnary interest in a ! their institutions, and their consequent will- 
place, had a sort of freehold in which the ' ingnessto bea| the public burthens. It was, 
public had no interest} If there existed j therefore, of the last importance that the 
certain patent places which originally Jwere (chouse of commons should stand well with 
for ' small #sums, but had now grown into : the considerate part of the community, par- 
eoormous ones, and these held by persons I ticularly with the middle classes, which form- 
who could have no claim to such places, in ! ed the most valuable part of it. T * — :Aa ~ 


hi* opinion the ‘continuance of them formed 
a proper subject v of inquiry by parliament. 
If the salary of a person who held an official 1 
^nation under government was not suffi- 
cient, he would Willingly increase it, for he 
thought there should be no monopoly of ipi- 
portant offices to* a wealthy aristocracy, 

, otherwise no man could accept at* office, who 
had not a handsome fortune of his own. 
thought it was a mischievous practice to 


If an idea 

had gone forth that there was a great deal df 
corruption in that house, it ^as desirable 
that the public should be satisfied that there 
was a great deal more independence in it than 
was imagined. This motion came rather 
suddenly, and he was desirous to adjourn 
the debate fcjr two or three days, to consider 
about the most proper mode of attaining tho 
object in view (a cry of no,<i)o!}. 
He doubted 1 whether it ought tp be referred 
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to the Committee of Finance or to a separate 1 proper that thef should be known. There ■’ 
Committee. The Committee of Finance were sortie who could not have their mar. 
had certainly a great deal of business already, riage settlements withott pensions, rever- 
end would probably bring sums into the sions, &c. See. The hon. gent, opposite (Mr. 
public service that were at present lost to the Huskisson), had a grant, which, from its 
state. Bnt the point deserved consideration, nature, ceased when be came into .office. 

Mr. Sheridan ohserved, that the noble This wsts only 10001. and his office brought 
lord very wisely had not prefaced bis him 40001. he could not therefore hesitate 
motion with much argument, because, if in his choice between them. But, if he was 
he comprehended liim # rightly, his object not mistaken, the hon. gent. had a sinecut© 
was not so much to diminish the public ex- place too, which lie, enjoyed aTong with the 
penditure, as to ascertain the degree of in- office, and indeed, in casting his eye- along 
fluence which the crown possessed in that the Treasury Bench, it was difficult to find 
house. As to the mode proposed by the one who had not some great emolument of 
right hon gent., it appeared to him to be this nature. It ought to be seen on which 
a most round-about way to go into the gene- side of the house the greatest portion of in- 
ral investigation of ^he subject, to obtain a dependence existed, and the list oughtto.be 
list of all the plqpes, pensions, &c. enjoyed laid on the table unmixed with baser matter* 
by different individuals, and from that list to Mr. George Rose, with great warmth* 
select the names of the Members of that said, tl*at the extent of his "rewards for his 
house who participated in them. Why not public services were well known to the 
the individual list called for by the noble public. He challenged inquiry, and wished 
lord ? Every gentleman seemed to be tender* that the terms of the present motion might 
upon this subject j but the only way to con- be rendered as satisfactory as possible, 
vince the public that its suspicions were un- The Chancellor of* the Exchequer then 
founded, was not to mask the matter, but proposed as an amendment ; that a com- 
to shew at onccPwhat part of the house receiv- mittee should be appointed to investigate tl^d 
ed these emoluments, and what part did not. subject, and that it should be an instruction 
In his opinion it was much better that go- to the committee to examine into all places, 
vemment should expend fifty, aye, a him- pensions, &cc in the words of the original 
dred-and fifty millions of money annually in motion, except into commissions and ap- 
the general service of the country, than that pointments in the army and navy, and into 
they should expend 50,0001. in the house of places in thp revenue, not exceeding £'100 
commons. tHe objected to any alteration in a year in value. 

the noble lord's motion. Jf the result of the Lord Cochrane replied shortly to the argu- 

f iroduction of the list, for which the noble ments that had been urged. His motive was 
ord had moved, should be to astonish^hosc not the expectation of great national saving* 
who were not disposed to think very favour- but* because a general feeling existed in thft 
ably of the house of commons, it would be country of the corruption of the house of 
most fortunate j but if, on the contrary, it commons. As to commissions in the%rnqy 
should be found that there was an incredi- and navy, he knew that the latter had been 
ble number of members who either directly given for votes ii> that house ; and it lira 
or indirectly derived advantages from sources been found by $6me, that the best way to 
not the most pure, that wafa fact which obtain preferment was, to buy a house or 
ought to be kaown to the people. At any two' in a contested borough: for his part, 
rate let not the question be blinked. * he was actuated only by a desire tp servo his 

Mr. Huskisson , adverting to some observa- country. The assent? to his motion would 
tions made in an early stage of the debate, tend to establish ministers in their situations; 
fished to set himself right wi^h the house, for, though they should secure all the votes 
\VyiiIe now in place, he did not enjoy the in the house, they could not keep. their placet 

E ension whfch had (>een granted to him on Jong against the current of public opinion, 
is formerly quitting office. which would jet against,tbeoi if thqy nega- 

Mr. Calcraft slid he would not trouble tived it. The Committee of Finance, had 
the house long. The noble lord’s proposi- sufficient business already. If, after yje 
tion was, that a list of the members who coftimittee far vPhich he .moved should have* 
were directly or indirectly utftler the in- made* their # report as to the members, it* 
fluenc^of ministers, should be laid on the should be thought desireable to have an aU * 
table. If there were persons who had their phabetical list of all places, peusiqps, dec. |g|. 
patrimony out of the public money, it was! should have no objection. It would be atk- 

. Vol. IX. 3 B* • 

• • •' 
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©bject of great cariosity. He ffwtight that 
:<be subject should be gravely considered in* 
'parliament. He was of opinion, that many 
would be ashamed of thes^ practices if they 
were exposed to public view, and therefore 
he was anxious to give them publicity. 

Mr. Whitbread declared, that as the noble 
ford did not wish to depart from his ori- 

! inal motion, he would certainly support 
im. 

■ lord Henry Petty expressed great satis- 
faction to find, that \Vhatever difference of 
opinion existed in that house with regard to 
she form of the motion, fhere was but one 
•piniQn as to the propriety of giving infor- 
mation to the public upon a subject of such 
*ital importance. This general concurrence 
®f sentiment would make a most favourable 
impression upon the public mind. 4 He ob- 
jected to referring the matter to the com- 
mittee of finance, and would vote tor the 
©riginal motion. 

Mr. Secretary Camring observed, tint the 
bouse by deferring this matter to the corn- 
taiit tee, would *ftoT interfere with its func- 
tions, because the committee would only 
tore to issue their precept for the returns to 
the public offices, and to lay these returns 
before the house. He objected to that part 
of the noble lord's statement which asserted, 
that officers in the army and navy acquired 
promotion by their seats irf that house. This 
©barge appeared t6 have been made lightly, 
and the best refutation of it would be to re- 
fer the noble lord to a comparison between 
the naval officers who had seats in that 
bouse, and those who had gloriously earned 
ifceif seats in $he other house, and he was 
©Ore the noble lord would then be convinced, 
tbat'fhere was no reason to complain upon 
fhjh head. — The question being loudly called 
for, the house divided ) c For the Original 
Motion, 6i. Against it, go. Majority 2g. 

List of the Minority . 


Abercrombie, bm. J. 
Adam, Walk 
Agar, capt. 

Aubrey, sir Johft 
Biddulph, R. NT. * 
Bradshaw, A. C. • 
Brand, Thos. 


Bernard, Scrape 
Bttevcy, Thos. 
Cftitert, Nicholson 
Caknift, John ' 
‘Cochiane, Lord* 
Howard, Henry 

JobJIptone, C. 
tainstone, 6. A.* 
|Kch ( John • 


Cuthbert, R. J. 

Cavemlhb, lord G. H. 
Cavendish, Wm. 
Cavendish, G. H. C. 
Difndas, hon. Maj. 
Dickenson, W. 

Kyrr, .major % , 

l\>ley, colonel 
Folkestone, vise. 
Grernhill, Rob. 



Lemon, colonel 
Lushmgton, step. 
Lloyd, colonel 
Lethbridge, T. B. 
Milled sirThof? 


MahotL lord 
Maxwell, Wm. 
Morpeth, viscount 
Moore, P. 
M.lbanke, sir R. 
Madocks, \V. A. 
North, Dudley 
Os.ulston, vi>c..’ 
O'Hara, Chas. 
Pigott, sir A. 
Parnell, H. 

Piersc, H. 

Petty, lord If. 
Quin, hon. W. 


Russel, lcid Wm. 
Stanley, lord 
Sabright, sir John- 
Smith, Wm. 
Smith, John 
Suville, Albany 
<£ht:iidan, U. B. 
Somerville, sir M« 
Ward, hon.J. W. 
WarclcII, colonel 
Western, C. C. 
Vv’arrender, sir G* 
Whitbread, S. 


When strangers were re-admitted to the 
gallery, we found the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer upon his legs { who, ’after some pre- 
fatory observations, concluded by moving, 
• f That it be an instruction to the committee 
of finance, to inquire into. the nature of all 
pensions, places^ sinecures, r.r.d salaries, ari- 
sing from the public revenues, and to ascer- 
tain the names of the persons so receiving, 

{ with the exception of officers holding com- 
missions in the army and navy, and of all- 
the collectors of taxes and revenue, who^e 
salaries do not exceed ,^ 2C0 a year." 

Mr. N. Calvert disapproved of these in- 
structions, as calculated to restrict the exer- 
tions of the committee of finance. Circum- 
stances might occur in the course of their 
investigations, which might render the in- 
structions proposed an impediment to those 
pursuits for which that committee was ap- 
pointed. 

Lord Cochrane proposed as an amend- 
ment, that the inquiry of the committee of 
finance should be forthwith, and that it 
should be limited to the places and sinecures 
at present held by members of that house 
and their immediate friends. 

Mr. W. Smith thought an order of the 
house to every public office to produce the 
lists in question, would do better than adopt- 
ing the motion as it now stood. He hoped 
the motion would be so worded as to instruct 
the committee immediately \o proceed in the 
inquiry in question, or that it would be with-* 
dtawn, and the papers be called for by an 
order of the house. c 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said he; 
had already stated, that lie at fijst thought of 
this mode of proceeding ; but it afterwards 
occurred to him that tbg committee might 
be able to direct the attention of tlie house 
to something in the accounts which might) 
escape his observation. Hfe could not for- 
bear observing how unfortunate he had been, 
after having adopted the- suggestion, of the 
hon. gent. (Mr. Whitbread) that that geftt. 
should have abandoned his, own opinion the 
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moment he (Mr. P.) thought of acting on 
it. 

Mr. Whitbread said, in answer to the al- 
lusion to his conduct, that concurring as he 
did in principle with the noble lord who had 
brought forward the* motion, and differing 
from him 'only as to fhe mode of proceeding, 
lie submitted the suggestion which die had 
thrown out to the noble lord, and not to the 
fight lion. gent. The right hon gent, had 
indeed fallen in with hiS (Mr. W’s) sugges- 
tion as to form; but it did not fiom thence 
follow, that he must agree in the motion of 
the right hon. gent, to the principle of which 
he objected. *He thought the right hon. 
gent, would better consult the feelings of 
the public by agreeing to the original motion. 
He hoped at lea^ the right hon. gent, would 
allow his motion to he s j altered, as that the 
committee should be instructed to pioceed 
forthwith, aud that they should also in their 
report distinguish those sinecures, &c. which 
were held by members of that house, so thaff 
the noble lord’s motion might not be entire- 
ly evaded. The noble lord unquestionably 
meant that there should be exhibited during 
the present session of parliament a list of all 
the members of that house holding sinecure 
offices, places, & c. under government, and 
in that way liable to have their conduct in 
fluenced. If such a return was not made 
the house would diigrace itself. Those who 
respected the house at present would suspect 
that all was^not right, and those who already 
suspected them would have their suspicions 
■confirmed. 

Mr. Banhcs wished that the accounts 
might be ordered to be laid before the house, 
that the committee might not fall into dis- 
grace. It was Impossible they could report 
this session, and it was equally impossible to 
say how early they might be able to do so in 
the next. If the returns werg to be made to 
thehouse, no time would be loitincompleting 
them, and theij if it was thought the com- 
mittee could be of service, it would be tim6 
enough to refer the papers to them, It 
would be but doingtthem slender justice; to 
tilow the delay which might take place in 
nuking the returns to seem to* attach to the 
committee.* v 

Mr. Sheridan thought it impossible, after 
what had fallen from the chairman of the 
committee of finance (Mr. Rankes), that the 
chancellor of the exchequer could persevere 
in his motion, or if he did so, that the house 
wouldjiupport him in it. If was nothing 
but an evasion of the noble lead's motion. 

Its object was to see how pinny members of 


this house were fosses sed of sinecure places, 
peosions^&c. and of course might be sup- 
posed to be under the in%tet\ce of the crownJ 
The motion of the chancellor of t{ie exche- 
quer, however, tfentto exhibit a list of all 
persons whatever having any place, pension, 
&c. This was to overwhelm the inquiry, 
and to strangle and suffocate the #bje0t 
which the noble lord had in view. 

Mr. WHhcrfwce wa$ surprised atthegre# 
change which had so lately taken place in 
the language of gentlemen on the other side. 
Lately they confessed that there was littfc 
of no difference jp the object which seemed 
to be in view by all parties, and that the fora 
was the only obstruction to unanimity. Now 
they had all at once discovered, that thfe 
motion of his right hon. friend the chancellor 
of the exchequer, was calculated only to 
evade dhd defeat fhe object which the nobfe 
lord had in view. He contended that fly 
motion of the chencellor of the exchequer 
was completely adapted not only to theohject 
sought to be gained, but that the evidence 
to be obtained by it mig^t also he of impor- 
tance in other respects. K * 

Dr. Laurence lamented to see gentlemen 
who talked so much of their independence, 
and prided themselves on that circumstance, 
so entirely forget in what it consisted as to 
lend their countenance to a deception on the 
public. 

Mr. Rose supported thp motion, maintain- 
ing that all* the places, pensions, &c. were 
already well known, and4hat sinecures were 
not now so numerous as they had been.* 

Mr. Cakraft observed, that such a list as 
thtf now spoken of, might, if any person 
were to give himself the trouble to do so, 
be collected from papers that *were already 
on ihe table of that house. The objecifcf 
the motion he conceived to be simply tills, 
to bring fairly before the house in one point 
of view the names of all the members of that 
house, who either # held places or enjoyed 
pensions, or else whose wives or children 
derived a similar emolumentfi^tbecrb\vn # . 
He could not avoid remarking, by the war/ 
the great activity of the member for York- 
shire (Mr. Wilberforce) interposing with 
his shield in behalf of thos<?who were in that 
situation. With regard to the right hon, 
gentlemen oi? the Treasftry bench, he might 
certainly find some room to compliment 
them on thqjr ingenuity upon this occasion ^ 
but Ife was certain that they had not left hint 
the smallesfopportunity to compliment them. 
4>n a much more solid qualification— chair 
sincerity.— 4 The house then divided, <wbf§t 
* 3 6 2 • 
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imhrareany man of the fiftt rate talents, and Jury, 7001 . was for the injury done to thtf 
deprive the country of his abilities in that ground by the works, and to defray the ex- 
fctrase. f pence of restoring it to the state in which it 

: Mr, W. Smith observed^that this was not was before the construction of the works j 
r a law, but a privilege of parliament, which and that the Jury were aware at the time of 
k might dispense with or not, as it thought making their award, «of his being in treaty 
proper. Therefore, though the house should with government for the house. And here 

E ve it up in this case, it by no means fol- he begged to call the attention of the house 
wed that it must do so in other cases. If to the situation in which he stood, with res* 


JErand was proved, the guilty person ou 
HOC to be allowed to take advantage of 
Hwn wrong. The committee were perfect- 
ly right in their report, but it was for the 
|y> v»<ra to consider allegations. These, indeed, 
were not proved, but there was a prayer in 
Ihe petitions for permission to prove them. 
The privileges of the house existed only for 
the benefit of the public, and rested on no 
other foundation. The only question, there- 
fore, was, whether a greater genefal mis- 
chief would result from giving- up this pri- 
vilege in particular instance?, than from 
maintaining it in its fuff extent. — The mo- 
tion for agreeing with the committee in their 
•resolution was •then •carried,* as was also a 
motion by Mr. Rose, that the said G. G. 
.Mills, esq. be discharged out of the custody 
-of the Marshal of the King's Bench. 

[Sin H. Mildmay's Memorial.,] — Sir 
M . Mildmay rose pursuant to notice, to 
Hoove that there be laid before the house a 
'Supplement to his Memorial which was al- 
ready upon the table. He toofc that occa- 
sion to state that he owed considerable ac- 
knowledgments to lord Sidmouth’a govern- 
ment, for the fairness and liberality which 
Jxe had experienced from it. His first oli'er 
And been made to the Barrack Office daring 
administration, but the whole of the 
bctsxffess respecting the lsttingj)f his house, 
Had taken place after that administration had 
gone out of office. His principal ob- 
rjdct in rising had been to ffiovc that there 
laid before the house, certain letters winch 
'lie had received from some iu;iivid"J ol the 
Jury, thaf had awarded him the compensa- 
tion for the injury his property had sustain- 
ed. Of the whole of cho.se who composed ; 
the Jury, he Was not acquainted with the ( 
addresses of mote than four, one ot whom 
the foreman. They were amongstdthe, 
.test respectable persons in # the county. 
Tlh£ bon. baronet then read extracts from 
4 l^se letters, which explicitly stated, ffiat 
'ihe l6 acres, with. the hoofs, were not tn- 
- eluded in the estimate of cqjnpensation j 
that the award did not preclude the lion. 
&arqpet frpm residing in, or disposing of the 
c house 3 that of the J3 Cj 1. •awarded by the 


pect to this transaction. In June next he 
should be obliged to return to that house, 
with a barrack within halfa-mile of it on 
one side and on the other. The sum* he 
had received as compensation for a house 
that had cost 70 , 0001 . *to build, were very 
inconsiderable, though that house had been 
destroyed, at least as a residence for his fift- 
mily. If he had been u^>n the Jury, lie 
had no difficulty in saying, that he should 
have awarded Considerably more than had 
been awarded to him. However, whether the 
Jury had awarded him 501. or 5001. he thought 
"himself equally bound to abide by their judg- 
ment He only wished that the house should 
be able fully to judge of his conduct in the 
whole of this transaction, and with that 
view he moved, that the letters he alluUcd 
to, should be laid before the house. 

Lord Howick had no objection to the pro- 
duction of this paper, and he hoped it would 
prove as satisfactory as the statement just 
made by the lion, barooet, though he la- 
mented that it did not appear to him yet as 
satisfactory as could he desired. There 
seemed to be some strange mistake in the 
case, because the hon. oaronet had stated in 
his c$ami nation before the committee, that 
the 4001. a year was to procure him another 
j residence 3 and now it was said to have been 
| granted, on the general ground of enabling 
him to restore the land from the injury done 
by the works. If the sum had been award- 
' cd for the rent*, it would have been an ex- 
orbitant allowance to make an award at the 
rare ot 201 . per acre j and if for the land, 
the whole of the compensation ought to go 
to the tenants. But the hon. baronet in his 
examination had stated, that the 4001. per 
annum was Jo provide another residence fqr 
him } in this view, therefore, the statemyit 
did not appear to him tp be satisfactory. 

Mr. Secretary Canning was surprised at 
so complete a misunderstaRding in so plain a 
point. The fault he fdund with his hon. 
friend, was, that he had carried his delicacy 
too far in the steps he had takep to justify 
himself 3 unless it could be made out # that he 
had had a corrupt understanding with the 
Jiuy, he was not more responsible for their 
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'Award than any member of that house. v The 
answer of the hon. baronet to the coramia* 
si oners was one which he was not bound to 
give, nor the commissioners authorised to 
ask, because it was not for him to account 
for the award of the Jury. The 7001. were 
awarded to his hon. frjend to replace the land 
in the state in which it was, previous to the 
construction* of the works. But the noble 
lord forgot that his hon. friend could not get 
back into possession of His premises, till go- 
vernment should give up the lease. — The 
question was then put and agreed to. 

LSalf. of Commissions in the Army ] 
hfr. Cochrane • Johnstone, in pursuance of 
his notice, rose to move, “ that* there be 
laid before the hou&, an account of nil sums 
of money that bad been received for the 
Sale of Commissions, which at any time 
became vacant by death, <&smission, or in 
consequence of the promotion of officers, 
who were not allowed to sell out, from the 
year 1 795 to the present time, specifying tlief 
names of the persons by whom paid and 
received, and the uses to which those sums 
were from time to time applied, together 
with receipts which had been given lor the 
same. 1 ’ 

The Secretary at War said, that although 
he had no objection to the substance of the 
motion, it must universally be allowed, that 
the sole disposal of commissions in the army 
was vested in his majesty, and he doubted 
whether it *verc quite proper for the house 
to inquire into the exercise of this preroga- 
tive; however, as he knew that the illustri- 
ous Commander in Chief was exceedingly 
desirous to give every information on this 
business, he should not object to the sub- 
stance of the motion now made. The mode 
was for military commissions to be presented 
to his majesty, upon which his majesty’s 
pleasure was taken, as to Idling them up. 
The purposes for which any commissions 
were sold, wer^ two-fold, and which shewed 
that the illustrious commander in chief both* 
studied public economy and the private ad- 
vantage of individuals, and that at the 6x- 
Bence of hrs own private patronage. The 
li^t object in the sale of commissions was 
for the haJf’-J>ay funejj and, secondly, for the b 
relief of families of meritorious officers, who 
might fall in th£ service of their country. 
He particularly instanced the case of colonel 
Vassal’s widow. The bulk of commissions 
was generally by purchase, pafticularly in 
time of peace 5 in time of war there gene- 
rally .remained a number of vacant appoint- 
ments, for which no purchasers were to be 


• , 

found. At the conclusion of the late way* 
there were a number of vacancies for which 
no ensigns were to be found. It had been 
proposed to lieutenants upon "half-pay to 
se^ve on the pay of effective ensigns, and 
that ensigns’ places should be sold. Tte 
price of 3001. was fixed for the sale of such 
commissions; but if every commission had 
been sold as it became vacant, it would havB 
proved injurious to pc lany officers. Tfcgi 
commander in chief, therefore, suffered 
promotion in many ii^tances to go on in m 
regular course ; but still, from time to time* 
commissions were 9old, and the money was 
vested in the half-pay fund. Another soutce 
from which this fund received support, was* 
when an officer wished to quit the army, he 
was allowed to sell what he had purchased* 
although not to sell the rank which be 
already possessed ; thus, the* difference be- 
tween th^^rice of an ensigney and of a 
majority wenKto^he same fund. The illu- 
strious person at ffl^lieadwf the army had 
done much for its benefit; for fo^jnerly great 
abuses had crept into tl)£ purchase and sale 
of commissions. In the year 1 793, officers 
had been advanced from the lowest ranks of 
the army up as high as that of lieutenant- 
colonel. This system had been put a stop 
to, and a salutary regulation had been esta- 
blished, that an officer, under two years 
standing, could pot be made a captain^ nor 
a field officer under six ypars standing. •The 
practice of giving exorbitant prices for confr- 
missions, the effect of which tended to thp 
deterioration of the army, had also been 
checked by the commander in chief. From 
what lie had stated, lie thought an addrew 
thermos t proper mode of proceedings and 
therefore concluded by moving an amend- 
ment to thatTeffect. 

Mr. Cochrane Johnstone had no objection 
whatever to shape his motion in that form. 
He could assure the # house, that in bringing 
it forward he had no other than a public 
object. He had never entertained the 
smallest suspicion, nor given th6 least cre- 
dit to the malicious and unfounded report* 
which had been in circulatioif, against the 
illustrious personage at Uic head of the 
anpy. Bat he thought it his duty, aa a re- 
presentative of the people, to watch overthp 
expenditure <flf the public money, and he 
looked upon these sums to be public money. 
The account hai was persuaded ought to lie. 
laid annually before the blouse, especially i& 
as he underwood, the 9ums received amount- - 
•d to one million.—' The motion was thdfc 
agreed tq, , • * ’ ^ 
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HOUSE OP COMMONS* 

Tkimdoy , July 9. 

[Irish Insurrection Bill.]*— Sir J . 
Wellesley rose to move for leave to bring in 
a bill, for the suppression of Insurrection in 
Ireland, and to prevent the disturbance of 
.the peach in that country. The house would 
remember, that the circumstances which 
preceded .and attended the suppression of 
.the rebellion in Ireland, had rendered strong- 
ftt measures than the establ ished laws afford- 
<ed necessary in that country. An act was 
therefore passed by the ferish parliament, in 
1796, to prevent unlawful assemblies, and to 
authorise the lord lieutenant 011 a report of 
the magistrates to proclaim any county where 
disturbances existed. That law-required all 
persons in such counties to keep within the»r 
dwellings between the hours of sufi set and 
sun rise, and gave to the mg.<yjtrates the 
power of sending persons &/tio should be 
found to offend on board his ma- ( 
jesty’s najy. The act had proved effectual 
for the stippressiq^ of the insurrection, as 
appeared from* the acknowledgement of the 
leaders of that insurrection before a commit- 
tee of the Irish parliament. But, though 
such a law might be necessary, it was the 
duty of that house to guard against the abuse 
of the powers which it gave. The bill he 
proposed to bring in coptained the same 
provisions as the insurrection act, with re- 
spect to the power of the lord fieutcnant to 
proclaim disturbed counties, and the autho- 
xityof the magistrates to arrest persons who 
ihonld be loiand out of their dwellings be- 
tween tun setting and 6un rising ; bitf, in 
order to p^pvent hardships to the subjects, 
foe j?ill required that persons so arrested 
should be tried at the quarter Sessions, by the 
magistrates and assistant barrister, assisted 
by a king's counsel, a* serjeant specially 
sent down for that purpose. Besides this 
bill, be meant to move for leave to bring in 
another to prevent improper persons from 
keeping drmSt by obliging all persons to re- 
gister their arms, and authorising the ma- 

f istrates to search for arms. These bills 
ad been prepared by his predecessor, and 
foe only difference was, that the bill of 0 liis 
predecessor gave a negative to the king's 
coonsfl or serjeant', which lie proposed te 
take from him, as it appeared to him that 
. sifbh a negative would render the measure 
negatory. He m&anl, however, to ftubsti- 
• tvtte a dause, which should, in c case of any 
dfcfimnce between the serjeant and the 
bench, suspend the execution of thp decision 
‘ 'of the magistrates, till ( the seijea/u should 


havq reported foe matter to foe lord lieute- 
nant. 

Sir J. Newport wished to know what wee 
to be the duration of the bill ? 

Sir A. Wellesley proposed 7 years, but 
his mind was not yet made up on that 
head. 

Sir J. Newport had asked the question, 
because he thought that the shortest possible 
duration should be given to bills which 
created such extraordinary powers. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer agreed 
with the hon. bart. that 7 years would be 
too long a period, for which to enact the bill. 

Mr. Grat* *n was concerned that a bill of 
that nature should be necessary. But this 
and every other such bill was a violent mta- 
sure, and against the principles of the con- 
stitution. The period of such measures 
ought to be short, in order to shew to the 
people that they had at least a reversionary 
interest in the constitution. These measures 
could only be justified by an imperious ne- 
cessity. 

Mr. Sheridan viewed this question in a 
very different light from his friends on the 
bench near him. His right hon. friend had 
said, that the measure could only be justified 
by an imperious necessity ; now, it was that 
necessity which he wished to have clearly 
made out to exist before the measuie was 
resorted to. It was no^nswer to him that 
the measure had been piepared by his friends. 
If it had, the Threshers were then engaged 
in their distuibances and administering un- 
lawful oaths. Ireland was now on the con- 
trary as loyally tranquil as any part of the 
empire. 

Mr. Whillread thought that the measure 
had never been, and ought not to l»e, enact- 
ed for so long a period as 7 years. He 
found himself in different circumstances 
from his rfght^hon. friend as to the measure; 
for he must look upon it as necessary, inas- 
much as the committee o£ both lotds and 
commons on both sides had agreed upon 
that point.— Leave was then given to bring 
in' the bill, as also a billcto prevent improper 
persons from having arms in Ireland. 0 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday , July 30 . 

[Defence of the Country.]— Lord 
Sidmouth rose and observed, that he had at- 
tended the house for two days past, in the 
expectation*of seeing in his place a noble 
lord, whose official situation enabled him to 
answer a question he wished to pfit. He 
was desirous of knowing, whether it was foe 
intention of his majesty’s gbvernment to pro* 



; this session of parliament 
flndcfef With the tJeT®*F$ 
had it in'vleWl&feirfl 
lordships' affejntthrt to this subfecf, indi 
|?nt or any reference tbVecesjS^evetits j JTat 
gbe information f wh ch liaft luV *i> efenjre- 
Cpived/ rehdeied its consideration rridre in- 
tfspeiibifet^. It 'was Vis wish to be infmm- 
©3*/ whether his majesty's ministers intended 
to cji iy intoTull execution the acts already 
passed for arming fhfc people, or whether 
uley had some more extensive nioasare in 
^outemplatfou > He understood theie would 
Ibe a full attendance of iheir lordships on 
^londay next, ai.d lie shuuN^ake that op- 
portunity of asking tfle qutStioCTi^had just 
mentioned. • 

TCarl Bathurst said, that the noble lord al- 
luded to had not Attended tor the&e two days 
^fst, because he knew tht$e Was no busi- 
ness before the li mse which required his 
Jpresence. He would, how e\ er, be in his 
place on Mondq, ami then the question of i move tor certaT 

the noble viscount would doubtless receive a T “ A ~ 

satisfactory answer. • 


HOITSF Ot COMMONS. 

Fudnif, July 10 . 

[Minutes ] — Petitions were presented 
cbmplaining ot undue leturns for Chippcn 
ham, Kincardineshire, Malden, Penryn, Be- 
veiloy, M dmsbury, Last Grinstead, Bridge- 
water, ChristchuichfMewc istle-under-Lyne, 
and Westminster. The Petition respecting 
thelattei waffiom the light lion. R B She- 
ridan, complaining of bnbeiy, treating, &c, 
on the pa t of loid Cochrane. The whole 
of these petitions were appointed to be token 
into consideiation, on the 25th instant — 
Alt. Sheridan, tho igli lie thought it a matter 
worthy of the considention ot the house, to 
put the Standmp Ordei lelativeto the exclu- 
sion of bttangMs on some established foot- 
ing, yet, in deference to the Sentiments of 
many persons, for whose opinions he had a 
high respect, would not press the motion he 
intended to have offered to the house this 
night, but wobld leave the matter as it stoocl, 
Jioping that a wise di&i'etion would produce 
aH the effect of the proposition he intended 
*o bring forv^nd — Mr. Grant moved, that 
the house should go ieto a committee on the 
Petition of the East India Company pi ay mg 
for leave to raise money on Bonds, instead 
' of increasing their capital. Mr. Creevey re- 
peated his former assertion, that a previous 
statement bf the company’s affairs ought to 
have bevjp bide ; but as some information 
wduld probably soon be acquired m the sub 


m 'borS frtan W fL TMtd&i, Sth 
Sihith, sir T. Turtdfi, Mr tod str 

A" Wellesley, Mr f Gradf mbvto thrrr lfe ‘ 
be given to biing in a bill to enbble the r 
pany^to raise 2 millions by Bonds, initte 
enefeasidg their' stock Th irresolution 1 
agrebd to-— Mr Shirpe adverting to the bij 
distance of the ebancflloV 0 if theSexc^ 
quer having pitt off fm motion rdspedtia 
the Lotteiy, stated that St was not fils mtfc 
tion to oppose that mdhsure, as a pa»* or i 
ways and means of the present yea t, But gatjb 
notice, that he shot-Td take art ejrfy hppdrto- 
nity of taking the sehse of the house ton the 
general question icspectinsf Lotteries. 

[Nwxl Abuses.]— — LoiJ Cochrane 
l^ose and spoke as folio vs • — Sir , A 
1 vNw fa avert a part of the luip^nduifc 
and hitfeto accumulating danger* of my 
country, nl^inc^uced me to resolve tto 


e to tlie naVfti 

service, not with a retrospective view to 
blame individuals, but that flhnocessaiy 
haidships may* cease tOpe!Pirft.*-I am willing, 
sir, to believe that members of this 
who aie capable of 'doing justice to atyr 
cause, have remained ignorant of circum- 
stances which for some years have embitter- 
ed the lives of a portion of the community, I 
mean those employed in the naval sen ice of 
their country ; and as to the gentlemen of 
the naval pirfesiion who have seats here, I 
suppose they either left ^he service befofe 
the establishment of the system of which 
all employed grievously compiai\j or, that 
a degiee of diffidence occasioned f by the 
aweTvhich this house at fiisl inspires, haf 
prevented any other from performing Chit 
important dut^ I wish, sir, it had Alta* 
into other hands I lament that the meant 
by which 1 have acquired a knowlc tge 6f v 
the subject, has in* a great measure, ucitittAf 
me foi the task I have now undertake!# 
but no peisonvl cousideiations shall prevent 
my doing that vhich I consider for the be- 
nefit of my country. I ‘.hall be as brief as 
posable, but as the nature of some of tK^T 
pape rs for which I am about move is un* 
kmnv i to many members of this house, it 
will* be necessary that I should give some 
explanation, -^he ftrst P 10 *' 1011 €M Tbtt 
• here be laid befoi e this house, copies of alt' 
letters ot representations made by the cdnfe* 
mafldejs of hw nfljesty’s s^oop Atahnte, ana * 
schooner Feljx, received by capt. Reid/* 
commanding officer eff Rocbfort, respecting, • 
tlfb state aud condition of those veKeli A 

e . . 
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t therein /* The o$ect of this motion 
ve that vessels are Kept it sea under 
i present sjrsteth in an unfit and dange'rous 
;.and that the livesof many officers and 
7men are in constant peril. — Lieut. Cameron 
who commanded the Felix, and since lost in 
/fiat vessel, was one of the best and ablest 
r officers I evef knew— rcorrect in all respects. 
He, sir, though just appointed to command 
'.jfbo Felix, and arftrious to distinguish him- 
found it incumbent upon him to repre- 
fjfeftto the commanding officer the necessity 
yfif the Felix being sent into port for repair. 
T shall read part or two letters from the sur- 
^geon of the Felix to his private friend. One 
W them dated three months before they all 
j>erished, and previous to lieut. Cameron's 
Commanding that vessel. The other about 
eight days before that melancholy event.»<L 
"Although, Mr. Speaker, these lettejfr mny not 
amount to legaT proof, yet the-e£icial letters 
: ^nd other documents will, A6ut, sir, it can- 
not appear tuat oils unfortunate officer could 
.have any,fcterest in mistating matters to a 
private acquaintance. On the 14th Nov. 
Ire says, “ our noble commander has been 
4t very active in his endeavours to get con- 
** firmed to this vessel, much more so than 
^ 1 should be — she sails worse and worse, 
** ar.d I think the chances are against us 
^ ever bringing her into an English port.” 
Ip the other, dated 14th January, 1807, the 
/passage to ^ichj* refer is as follows : “ Our 
t ;Jf stock is all out, and we are praying for 
Jf' .some God-sehds. Clean linen are very 
* f scarce^ Every endeavour has been put 
in fgrJe by Cameron and myself to get her 
) #r in without success. He attacked the 
4 commo(iore with most miserable epistles 
distress throughout, and I attacked him 
with a very formidable sick list} but all, 
^*Vmy friend, would t nof do.” — I maybe 
<*old, that there is a danger in agitating sych 
Cljpbjecis, but there can be none at any time 
bringing to the knowledge of the legi.-.la- 
ture„ for redress, that which is notorious tA 
, those who haye a right to claim it. Though 
f, we shut our eye&, the mischief will not be 
^ everted! Shall evils be suffered to continue 
Itnerely because timid people fear to acknow- 
ledge their existence ? No, sir; let grievances 
|jj[Jbe redressed in time, and complaints will 
!%t§pase.-r— I shall^ b*e very shflrt as to the cir- 
VPOimtances relating to the other vessel, the 
: Waiante. When the Iniferi^use, the jiip I 
/rjanffbanded, wad about to leave the Rochfort 
■Wtiotl, 1 was ordered to provision the Ala 
■ante for six weeks, though she had been 
¥ fat § rtpnths and upwards, a tiijie sufficient 

• I 


to bieak the energy, to weary the spirit, and 
rum the health of men employed in such a 
vessel. The Atalante came alongside, and 
the commander and several officers were on 
btord necessarily to settle their accounts ; 
they then informed me of the bad condition 
of their sloop. They said she was wholly 
unfit to keep thejsea. Several material Spam 
v**ere sprung, which in a gale of wind on 
shore would cause their inevitable loss. I 
tli ink they said die foremast and bowsprit 
or fore yard were sprung. Besides, in blow- 
ing weather the AKante made upwards of 
20 inches of ?»4rter an* hour. — Although a 
survey hscMieen held by some carpenters 
previp^to this, I thought it proper to men- 
tion circumstances as they had been reported, 
and as they appeared tome, to the command- 
ing officer off Rochfort ; for I well knew, 
that the mineft of persons of their descrip- 
tion under the system of terror, were im- 
pressed with fear lest a vessel surveyed hav- 
ing gone into port, might possibly be found 
not quite so bad as represented. Their 
usual plan, therefore, is, to say that she ran 
keep the s^a a while longer ; knowing that 
if lost it will only be reckoned an excess of 
zeal on their part for the good of his majes- 
ty’s service. So much impressed was I with 
the bad state of this vessel, that I said to the 
builder of I'ly mouth-yard, in the presence 
of Admiral Sutton, oivmy arrival there, that 
the first news we should have from off 
Rochfort, it they had a gale ef wind there,* 
would be the loss of the Atalante. Under 
the harrassing system of 8 and g months 
cruises men get tired of their lives, and even 
indifferent as to choice between a French 
prison and their present misery. I shall 
make no further observations on this subject 
until the papers arc produced. — Another pa- 
per that appears necessary, is an Abstract of 
the weekly accounts of his majesty's ships 
and frigates^employed off Brest, and of ail 
his majesty's ships and vessels employed off 
Rochfort, from the 1st March, 1805, until 
the 1st March, 1S07- — From this, sir,we 
Miall be able to ascertain the nuqiber of men 
in each vessel, the number of* sick, the time 
ships have* been kept at sea, and the time 
they have been allowed in harbour to refit 
the vessels, and to recruit the crews. First, 
it will appear that the ships have.bfcen great- 
ly short of effective men. Next, the ex* 
treme length of cruises and hardships that 
our seanypn have suffered, which the. low 
state of the enemy’s navy. did pot require, 
and which ip its most flourishing fimea had 
never been put in practice, because Yfell 
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known to be highly injurious. ThePIanta 
genet, for instance, was 8 months vfltMLn 4 
hourt saiiof England; she -was forced into 
Falmouth, and remained 12 days wf 
bound at one time; but an drder existi 
which I shall presently make the Subject 
a motion, by which nAther an officer noj 
man dared to stretch his legs even upon I 
gravel beach within 20 yards of the ship 1 
As a subject cohnected with the foregoin; 
anid t# ahew how little benefit has been de 
rived from supplies at sea, as a substitute for 
the refreshments tflb^rews were formerly'] 
suffered to enjoy in poN^^shall next move, 
— " flwt there be laid beflfc^hls house an 
AccountSfcjhe quantfty of freSllmrovisions 
expressed in (ttys allowance, received^ sea 
by each of his majesty *s ships and vessels 
ployed off Brest and Roch fort,. from the lsl 
March, ' 1805, to the 1st March, 1807.’*— 
Formerly, Mr. Speaker, wlfbn a ship had 
been out till the provisions with which she 
had been supplied were consumed, the re- 
furn of that vessel to port was the natural 
consequence. For Channel service the^ime 
was 4 months, and the officers and men 
with satisfied minds looked forward con- 
templating with pleasure the liule relaxations 
and indulgences they might then enjoy. 
But now, 9ir, being victualled and re- victual- 
led at sea, there is no probable end of their 
misery. An East India voyage is performed 
in less time and with more refreshments 
than a channel cruise. Capt. Cook, whose 
authority wiM not be treated lightly, says, 
that “ notwithstanding the Discovery had 
" been out 117 clays, the scurvy had made 
" no great progress, which he ascribes to 
" the essence of malt and fermented li- 
" quors." Lime juice is now the substi- 
tute, and a cure it is— but a debilitating cure 
— not fit to re-establish the strength of body 
impaired by living without vegetables for a 
long period on salted provision*. How mat- 
ters of such material conseqiffence have es- 
caped the notice>of the latest admiralties, I 



confidence reposed in the late commander in 
chief of the channel fleet has been the cause; 
a«d that this Security existed on* the parj of 
thg admiralty, I think will be proved by the 
paper to which the ^notion 1 hold in my 
hand refers : " That there be laid before this 
" house such ordSrs as have been issued or 
" acted upon between the 1st March, 1805, 
" and the 1st March, 1807, by the autho- 
" rityof the commanders in ghief of his 
" majesty's ships and vessels employed in 
"•the channel — 1 


“ to to granted or withheklfiom \ 

" men ; vSs fyjtifibjBjBf' 

er in chief at the time of issuing or«c^o|f 
" upon auch order*."— Irfbarbonr, too, 
neither 'officer hortnan shall be nerrmltwi to 
go on tfhbre is 2 hard case, ana an order 
which I do not hesitate to Condemn. Acid;* 
sir, it appears not less striking, when I 
collect, that during the greatest part of 
time the commander in chief resided Iff 11 
London, ehjoying not oilfy the salary of, fit#' 
office, but claiming fbe emolument of prim 
money , gained by the* toil and ' danger* w 
which those engaged in the active servft&f 
and defence of thrfr couhtry are exposed.— 
Si^ch, indeed, sir, is the example shewn irf 
this case, that I shall not be surprised to s eel 
some future minister confer the office on at 
ool'or on a child, and make the situation* of 
nder in chief of the channel fleet 'dr 
is complete, and a (beans of cor* 
ruption any that haft lately been the 

subject of deb^^Ajjhi^iouse^— With re* 
spect to the sickT^conBBHTThiecessary to 
say a few words ; but I shall float read my 
motion on that subject**" That there be 
laid before this house such orders 4b have 
" been issued or acted upon between the 
1st March, 1805, and the 1st March; 

1 8O7, by or by the authority of the com* 
mander in chief of his majesty’s ships. 
See. employed in the channel sound 1 * 
" ings, allowing. or restraining command* 
" ing officers or surgeons .0/ his fna* 
" jesty's ships’, & c. from sending inqil 
" to the naval liospitaft, or restricting 
" their admission into such* faspttals.”-** 
lu consequence of the regulation^itet^lish^ " 
ed ii* those institutions, men were nequenfl- 
ly refused admittance. A gr ievance cofuiefctij 
with this point has made a strong impriftastiod 
upon my mincP; that is, an order, rigidly in* 
forced, that no man, whatever his state ot 
health, be permitted to be sent to the hospital 
from any of the ship£ in the Channel Ffeet,. 
unless previously examined and allowed by 


am at a loss to know; unless an excess of] the surgeon of the Commander in-CliiefL 


soundings, respecting leave * liie order of 1 

3 C 'I, 9 * 


The mischiefs resulting from thisf' arrange* . 
ment were notorious in the navyi 'Incon* 
sequence of the inconvenience Irad diffietd* ■' 
ty, if not impossibility, oj this Surgeoift 
going from ship to ship at such times as vet*" 
sels might be going into port, Various diseas- 
es, deaths and* amputations, too fteqtttefldy 
ensued before such surgeon s exaiini&tfk^l 
coaid take placet There is another snbjdfa^ 
of coift plaint which appealed to me peculiar- 
ly ruinous. •When the cry of crcOnomy wa$' 


of the djiv in tlie naval departitdo 1 


departm#ur;J 





im 


t therein ” The object of this motion 
«e that vessels are kept it sea under 
"As* present systeifi in an unfit and dangerous 
^lt$te^ar»d that the lives of many officers and 
men are in constant peril. — Lieut. Cameron 
who commanded the Felix, and since, lost in 
• .Jffiat vessel, was one of the best and ablest 
officers I evef knew— rcorrect in all respects. 
.He, air, though just appointed to command 
$ht Felix, and atfxious to distinguish him- 
found it incumbent upon him to repro- 
IpCnt to the commanding officer the necessity 
j|if the Felix being sent into port for repair. 
jt shall read part of two letters from the sur- 
.jjeon of the Felix to liis private friend. One 
of them dated three months before they all 
jferished, and previous to Jieut. Cameron’s 
Commanding that vessel. The other about J 
eight days before that melancholy evetVu**- 
Although, Mf. Speaker, these lettejfr may not 
Amount to legaf proof, yet thg^fiicial letters 
And other documents wir^-dnt, sir, it can- 
not appear iL«ii inis unfortunate officer could 
* have anyjrterest in roistating matters to a 
private acquaintance. On the 14th Nov. 
w says, “ our noble commander has been 
4i very active in his endeavours lo get con- 
, firmed to this vessel, much more so than 
, ** I should be — she sails worse and worse, 
** ar.d I think the chances are against us 
*\ eyer bringing her into an English port.” 
|n the other, dated 14th January, ISO?, the 
Jpalsage to w^ichcl’ refer is as follows : “ Our 
/p* stock is all out, and we are praying for 
Jp* some God-sehds. Clean linen are very 
scarce.^ Every endeavour has been put 
p* in fo*\!e by Camerou and myself to get her 
P‘ in without success. He attacked the 
\** *commo$ore with most miserable epistles 
*p r pf distress throughout, and I attacked him 
'<*r with a very formidable sick list * but all, 
P*‘ my friend, would ,no£ do.”— I maybe 
y£old, that there is a danger in agitating s^ch 
v*pbjects, but there can be none at any time 
r^n bringing to the knowledge of the legi.da- 
ture, : for redress, that which is notorious t«S 
*hp» who haife a right to claim it. Though 
We shut our eyefc, the mischief will not be 
^averted! Shall evils be suffered to continue, 
^vnere}y because timid people fear lo acknow- 
ledge their existence ? No, sir j let grievances 
feko redressed in time, and complaints Will 
-1 shall a be very shdrt as to the cir- 
astaneps relating to the other vessel, the 
^tifoaiante. When the Imperi^nse, the ship I 
jxjn fthanded, W'a3 about to leave the Rochfurt 
■jitiato, I was ordered to provision the Ata 
Hante for six weeks, though she had b?en 
f & UtQnths apd upwards, a tiijie sufficient 


to break th$ energy, to weary the spirit, anti 
ruuf the health of men employed in such a 
vessel. The Atalante came alongside, and 
the commander end several officers were on 
bAard necessarily to settle tlielr accounts $ 
they then informed me of the bad condition 
of their sloop. They said she was wholly 
unfit to keep the .sea. Several material Spare 
^ere sprung, which in a gale 6f wind on 
shore would cause their inevitable loss. I 
think they said tfie foremast and bowsprit 
or fore yard were sprung. Besides, in blow- 
ing weather the AKante made upwards of 
20 inches of;j^fter an hour. — Although a 
survey ha(M5een held by some carpenters 
previ««A* to this, I thought it proper to men- 
t’»:,ncit cum stances as tl&y had been reported, 
and as they appeared to mp, to the command- 
ing officer off Rochfort $ for I well knew, 
that the mindtf of persons of their descrip- 
tion under the system of terror, were im- 
pressed with fear lest a vessel surveyed hav- 
ing gone into port, might possibly be found 
not quite so bad as represented. Their 
usual plan, therefore, is, to say that she can 
keep the sea a while longer ; knowing that 
if lost it will only be reckoned an excess of 
zeal on their part for the good of his majes- 
ty’s service. So much impressed was I with 
the bad state of this vessel, that I said to the 
builder of riymouth-yard, in the presence 
of -Admiral Sutton, on. my arrival there, that 
the first news we should have from off 
Rochfort, if they had a gale of wind there,* 
would be the loss of the Atalante. Under 
the harrassing system of 8 and 9 months 
cruises men get tired of their lives, and even 
indifferent as to choice between a French 
prison and their present misery. I shall 
make no further observations on this subject 
until the papers are produced. — Another pa- 
per that appears necessary, is an Abstract of 
the weekly .accounts of his majesty’s ships 
and frigates* employed off Brest, and of ail 
his majesty’s ships and vessels employed off 
Rochfort, from the 1st March, 1805, until 
the 1st March, ISO/. — From this, sir, we 
&hall be able to ascertain the number of men 
in each vessel, the number of sick, the time 
ships have* been kept at sea, and the time 
they have been allowed in harbour to refit 
the vessels, and to recruit the crews. First, 
it will appear that the ships have b^en great- 
ly shoit of effective men, Next, the ex* 
treme length of cruises and hardships that 
our seanran have suffered, which the low 
state of the enemy’s navy did pot require, 
and which ip its most flourishing rimes had 
never been put in practice, because well 
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known to bo highly injurious. TheFlantd- 
genet, for instance, was 8 months vritHtn 4 
hours sail of England , she was forced into 
Falmouth, and remained 12 days wi 
bound al one time , but an order existej 
which I shall piesently make the ftubject 
a motion, by which nether an officer noj 
man dared to strefch his legs even upon I 
gravel beach within 20 yatds of the ship 
As a ^subject connected with the foregoin] 
and tft uhew how little benefit has been d< 
rived yrom suppling it sea, as a substitute for 
the refreshments tflh^rrews were formerlj % | 
suffered to enjoy in poNiJshall next move, 
— fr That theie be laid befiHiLthis house an 
Accoun^fUhe quantity of 
expressed inattfjs allowance, receivi 
by each of his majesty’s ships and vessels 
ployed off Brest am d Rochfort, from the 
March, 1805 , to the 1st March, 1807 .”— 
Formerly, Mr Speaker, wfllen a ship had 
been out till the provisions with which she 
had been supplied were consumed, the re- 
turn of that vessel to poit was the natural 
consequence Foi Chuinel service tbefti me 
was 1 months, and the officers and men 
with satisfied minds looked forwaid con- 
templating with pleisurc the liLtle lekixations 
and indulgences they might then enjoj 
But now, an, being victualed uid ic-victual- 
led at sea, theie is no piobable end of the i 
misery An East India vo) ge is pcifoimcd 
in less time and \Vith moie leficshmeftts 
than a channel ci uise Cipt Cook, whose 

aiitlioiit) wiH not be ticitcd lightly, says, 
that 44 notwithstanding the Discoveiy had 
fC been out 1 1 7 itt)s, the scuivy Ind made 
94 no great progiess, which he ascribes to 
rr the essence of milt and feimented li- 
94 quors ’ Lime juice is now the substi- 
tute, and a cuie it is— but a debilitating cure 
— not fit to rc-cst lblisii ihe strength of body 
impaired by living witho it vegetables for a 
long pei lod on silted provision* How mat- 
ters of such materid conseqiffence have es- 
caped the notico»of the latent admiralties, I 
am at a loss to know, unless an excess of] 
confidence reposed in the late commander in 
chief of the channel fleet lias been the cause; 
afdthat this Security existed on the paif of 
thg admiralty, I think will be proved by the 
papei to which the ^notion I hold m my 
hand refei s “ 1 hat there be laid before this 
44 house such ordSrs as have been issued oi 
49 acted upon between the 1st March, ISO'S, 
44 and the 1st Much, lboy, by the autho- 
14 nty of the commanders m fluef of his 
and vessels emplo)ed m 


w 


49 to toe granted or < a . _ 

44 men,* dfstmgtiflhing fthd was 
4 er in chief at the time of issuing of 
49 upon #uch orders.”— Itfbarbdur, too, that 
neitoei officer eortnan shall 5e permitted to 
go on tfbore is a hard case, and an order 
which I do not hesitate to condemn. And,* 
sir, it appears not less sthkmg, when I T& 
c ollect, that during the greatest part of tfclft* 
time the commander m chief resided W 
London, ehjoying not oilfy the salary of hi* 
office, but claiming fbe emolument of prist# 
money , gained by the* toil and danger* to* 
which those engaged m the active servicer 
and defence of th^r country are exposed.— 
Stfch, indeed, sir, is the example shewn in 
thus case, that I shall not be surprised to sec' 
some futuie minister confer the ofl&ce on at 
on a child, and make the situation of 
in chief of the channel fleet ft 
sinecurates complete, and a /beans of cor-* 
luption eqftfc^p any that ha& lately been the 
subject of debw^Affiishouse— -With re* 

| spect to the sickT^conslSBTTl^iecessary to 
say a few words, but I shall fwafc read my 
motion on that subject ** 44 That there be 
“ laid before this house such orders ft* have 


bo< n issued or acted upon between the 
1st March, 1805, and the 1st March, 

1 807 , by oi by the authority of the com- 
mander in chief of Ins majesty s ships, 
kc employed in the channel sound- 
ings, allowing «oi restraining command- 
ing ofhceis or suigecuis m of his fna- 
]Csti *s ships, Slc from sending mdil 
to the nivtl hospitals, oi lestilcfing 
tlieir admission into such Hospitals 
In ecus quencc of the legulation^i^hlish* * 
ed iiv those institutions, men weienequ^nti* 

]y refused admittance Agi levangc cohrregte<| 
with this point has made a strong impruftaioA 
upon in> mint?, that is, an oide»*, rigtdly in- 
f ^rced, that no man, whatever his state oft 
health, be pei nutted to be sent to the hospital 
fiom an) of the shipp ui the Channel Fleet, 
unless previously examined and allowed by 
the sui geon of the Commander in-Chief. 
Ihe mischiefs lesulting from thiS*ariang&- 
ment were notorious in the navy; ' In con* 
sequence of the inconvenience &nd difficul- 
ty, if not impossibility, oj this surgeoifft 
going from ship to ship at such times as ves- 
sels might be going into port, *anous diseas- 
es, deaths and* amputations, too frequfepdy 
ensued befoie such surgeons examinant"'* 
could tike placet Iheieis another subjj 
of corfipl int winch appealed to me p 'tutt 
1) mi nous. ^When the ciy of treonotr 


• majesty’s ships — r - y , 

r «th v clunncl soundings, lespoctmg leave uhe oulci of the dav m theravaldepaiti 
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fit t aMk. 
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fe noble Jon 


«confw»HU#f 


rd, tnese Spboituiwc 


ointments \ve 


F**vy. Some# the igc 
too* Weie cut off. Tf r 
4t Jay scfwjcd to $e health pf | 

en *»,* tiling account, compar- 

<&<fcxjd>di fevoqpte principle. So pertina- 
" * were xegplatioas observed, that al- 

X quce acotha lieutenant sick and a 
ru&qrCiLtQ die Hospital, I coujd 
uo their admission. The disease of the 
t W^s pflfonoppped quite inadmissible, pnd 

t sent through slqeWatid rain, the only 
r nearly three we^is in which they 
bid go avbore, tjhey wqie returned &• 
and the country would be a*tom*ned, 
U t pot ipaignapt * to b ear the reason why the 
quuui ,tyas not admitted, because every t‘ 
possible had not b^en done to r 
fjjpture on board, and he had np^een hung 
Op, by the heel* in a rollkj£^a» in oi du to 
reduce the wpfcsw?,- -Ttuy the evils connect- 
ed with system, have not been before 
Snbmittpd to pjrliiypeptand tip? public, 1 can- 
sot pnaiend to say. Perhaps gentlemen maj 
nave been prevented hum exposing it fi om 
motives of ddfoaqy or personal interest , but 
ftp such considerations shall restrain me from 
jih£ performance of a great public duty, to 
ftom its nature, I feel it peculiarly 
Incumbent upon me to attend. The system 
pt »Naval Hospitals presents a variety of 
gmtulz to jbltify cepsuie. In 'military hos- 
pitals, some Jjttle luxuries are allow ed to 
tuif delicti^ stomachs, and to promote the 
revival of depressed spirits j and where can 
gpph hfcturiep be more necessary tlian tp sea- 
ftoep# with diseased constitutions, after be* 
j^^eight dr nine months jiving upon salt 
provisions, at sea. Sut in aaval hospitals, 
4tf> such luxuries are to be had $ no eggs, no 
granges are allowed. Xknow an instance, 
re which a lieutenant, who was dangerously 
P, was .refused a cup of egg w me. The 
Wtree^WA^tluit no eggs .were allowed : the*! 
lieutenant died of Ins disease. — But this re- 
gjubdre ^maintained on the ground oi eco- 
jaorny: indeed, tins economy hasgane to such 
* ®th as ;p Muce the quantity of hut be- 
5 allowed to’tbe surgeons. In consequence 
Inch, m*many cases, there is not iSr tile 
8 of the wounded, cue fourth part 
of thisVtruUe, so material for use, 

, ugh so trifling ip, va\ue. This lirpita- 

trpn«took place under one of those who were 
finpptoUd by the commander in chief of the 
ggptmjel 4eet, whom perhaps it was not i^e- 
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-god ujnder fps regt&dloo* tpj* nifty 
endured the sufferings t base faintly dy- 
bed. Unwo^hy. Wvrngs have hm up- * 
jthiljr made* Tncgigh sheltered b/ tjje 
of .qjgonomy, a greater lo«s has, I con- 
, resulted to this cube try, than tan eyi* 
r<;?nQPf nsated f>y any savings, economy is 
liable to produce. — I mean 10 tie lidtjs of 
rjen pedrpyed by lohg cruisjp and otherwise, 
JWtie it possible to outsider the value of 
these li^es in a pejyf^ry view, wlyeh f 
never can, it wj^Kirequne more mg^ey to 
supply ttielflfltfS* susta ped by the application 
of ecQj^yffiy in the manner l Kr>c described, 
in be well imagined. Indeed, ( jh© 
_ Tevances jut the navy hav^ been so geyete, 
through rigour and misapplied economy,- 
that I can see nothing in the character of 
that body more meritorious than the patience 
with which they have suffered (hose grie- 
vances.— The noble lord concluded wijjh 
making bis fiHt mot.onj which being 
seconded by the hon. Mr. Dillon. 

Sir Samuel Hood lose, and expressed his 
astonishment at the statements and observa- 
tions which he had just heard : which really 
wciesuch that he had hardly thought it pos- 
sible that tjiey could have come from so 
gallant au officci . If any thing of blame, 
said the hon officer, aUpches to the loss of 
the Atjlante and the Felix, that blame is 
attributable to me and to comqjodore Keats. 
But the fact is, that the loss of the Atalantb 
was not at all own g to her having been in a 
bad state. She diove ashore in 4 swell 
upofra fine day, and if she had not been 
sound, her crew could not have been saved. 
But the noble lord could not ascribe blame 
in consequence of this vessel’s going 
ashore^ Foi such an accident was no proof 
of neglect on the part of the office! s No 
censure coulj apply to them, any more than 
it cpuld to the conduct of the noble lord 
hitpself, when he lost Ins ship some time 
since A dear understanding of the case, 
theiefore, was only necessary to. refllt^ this 
part of the noble lord’s charges, and to shewr 
thde neither (he officers nor any other per- 
son could be fairly blamed foe the flrtd bf 
the Atalante, foi that fate wasoWfhg to ‘an 
accident against which any commander, how- 
ever vigilant, mightbeutterly ubdble tbgha^d. 
Now, as to the Felix; that vessel pe- 
rished in a gale of wind in St. Andeto Bay, 
wheie she was sent with a flag of truee. 
She remained four days in the b and. 


cessatydforliiin olkerwise to name [a cry of J had the soundest vessel m the Davy been ia 
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ttiB tffel iitcrafion in a gdle af WlM l 
fiiive very Jitflfe chance, if £ttV 
efcapitfg a sithilar fifte. Indeed, 
aAWi ptabf dial: tlfe F&* Wai not hi 
$W $^tatej bfrt When fibe w&s in port, 
USoten tot wanted to go ashore to settle 
ddcOunts, -and was leiused. Therfe is 
d&idt , Ahi hdtui ^ftbably this cKslfge. 
^do dot mead to impuA to mfe ffdble lord al 
dispoVtton to state ati? thlfig which he d< 
not hrnself smartly believe. Bat the ndbl 
loitl finy be, 1 xns^v he has befeh, hlisiti ^ 
dud when tr^^oiiies fofwarfl with 
dlu h jnishtloiraftiiofi discontent in 

the ndvyt^Jieel it itij dutj\Nytis the duty 
of evi ly itft^uho icspdcts tOT^I 
reits of tlkit body, to> ftsist him. — 

£ard to what the nbble lord has said 

t &VUtbns. and sTckhess, and medicines 
alienee him to prove anj*of his allega- 
tions. 1 Sailed fiotn Plymouth, and when 
1 recollect it, I cannot help laughing at the 


Coble lord’s statement. I had several men 1 convey them. 


aflteter Wodld ndt bd f&rWard tb of 

rftica i'tbfeg. His Non. Mind who spcHt# 
kfrt wib id month f off Cape Foster re, an# 
hf b hbu. fr refid who preceded him, vfttf 9 
mtttfths off Hochef<Wtj yet nefttttr #Wt 
ever beard to complain. Noj ttotrf 1 tee# 
tfheif duty too wrfl, and, liWgbed tffiktitib 
were reconciled to It. Ap to tftfe Mart W 
thh hearth of the men, by keepfo* at 
sea, he WoOld maintain that nothing wit 
more erroneous than fife notion <ff (he fidfcW 
^oid $ for the fact was, that it always so hap* 
ned, that seamed cariib ashore to get siqb 
went to sea to get healthy. [A laugh. 
Cry of hear ! hear!] As to tltO Cbargtf 
if fresh provisions, the hob. offiefermam** 
m&!, that nothing could be more uoten£* 
provisions we^e sent to ttWfl 
fleet ai^ften as they coiled be necessary* 
and in state that was practicable td 


sick on board, but they recoveicd at sea. I 
had in one engagement 30 men killed and 
ldb wounded, and there was no such thing 
as a want of medicines or lint j nothing of 
the kind was to be heard of t am fully of 
opinion, that none of the noble lord\ asser- 
tions on this subject can be maintained. I 
have, I think, sufficiently leplied to his 
statement relative tg the Atalante and ^e- 
lix ; and I see no good to which any part of 
his statements can lend, though I can per- 
ceive in them very strong grounds to appre- 
hend serious mischief. 

Admiral Haruny followed on the same 
•ide. He deprecated the attempts #made 
perpetually to harass a gallant meritorious 
old officer [a cry of hear ! hear ! J. He had 
ho hesitation in saying, that the grounds of 
attack appeared quite fallacious. For him- 
fcelf, he could confidently say, that he never 
saw any scarcity whatever Jof medicines, 
surgeons stores, or provisions, on board any 
Ahip that came tinder his observation . « 

Admiral Markham Cover rose with more 
ifegret, because he did feel the utmost ap- 
prehension, ,that the effect of such a disciis- 
lion as that provoked by the noble lord, 
t a £buld do material injuiy to the discipline of 
the naVy. No repress had ever been ap- 
plied for to the Admiralty upon any of the 
grounds stated by the* noble lord ; and in 
tehht condition, he would ask, was the navy 
to be placed, if an inferior officer could 
bring his commander in chief to the bar of 
that house. With respect to the time a 
ship otfght to be at sea, that -depended on 
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stores, they were supplied i 
nistration of lord St. Vincent, JW^cisely ae* 
cording to the }dan origi!I5ted*either by lord 
Melville or lord Barham, he could hot tt» 
collect w hich ; and this was the first day b4 
had ever heard it stated, that there Was xtsf 
scarcity whatever of those stores. If, hoW*- 
cver, such stores were wanted, why hdt 
apply to the executive government, ahd ntk 
bring it forward* in that house? UqIM 
such an application was •found indBectutfi 
he contended that such a business ought „ 
to be brought before that bouse. —As to tfe© 
order for having persons reviewed, by the 
siugeon of the commander ir chiefc . befor^ 
they were sent to the hospital, he explained 
that to be wdth a view to pTeverft men Iso btb 
disposed of gho were fit to served Fot 
while officers could send men to the hospj? 
tal on the mere Certificate bf their ovri 
furgeon, they, naturally anxious for a good 
crow, were too apt to make use of their in* 
fluence with the surgeon, to send any oak I 
to the hospital whom they did not Jiappen 1*4 
like — The allusion to the residence of tM 
commander in chief in Lohdon, could dew 
rive no influence but from delusion. m 
did so on account* of bis health. Bfesidet t Mfc 
■Channel Fleet was in diffeient divisions, g#t 
the fact was, 9 that for the purpose of cotew 
municating with each, the noble lOVd ififfl 
better be ashoie than at sea. Indeed, 
less he took *1 he station of junior admy*al, fin * 
could not consistently join any of the dfvl* a 
sions. Fgr that noble earl he could only * 
say, that JifcJiad no Objection t^iates^r tf 
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hfe conductf bol forhimself, 
must observe, that dinlikitig ilie whole 
Liectission, or tM introduction of such a 
subject at all fti 'that hofcse, he could, not 
assent to the noble lord's motion, ^ff the 
uchle lord had any good grounds of com- 
plaint, they should be referred to the admi- 
ralty, who wduld, no doubt, give them all 
Ae attention they deserved, 
v The Chancellor Iff the Exchequer declar- 
ed, that no grounds whatever had been 
put tor the motion, which it was so 
Irriously to be lamented that the noble lord/ — a measure w 

bid. thought it his duty *to bring forward ^ * l iSJ ~“ — 

The bou.se of commons would ever be an 
ously alive to the welfare and interests of 
brave men of whom our navy was com 
$d j but he was convinced, that it wot*" 
the same time be very backward in a< 
auch motions 3s the present, uni d&sf.foe per- 
ion who proposed them could hdi^fmctly state 
that he had taken nil o flpLgraans of redress - 
complained of unsuccess- 
fully. 

Mr. W indknm^n * incided •completely in 
opinion with the right bon. gent, who had 
just sat down, and contended, that besides 
the just reasons for opposing tlie motion, 

‘Which that right hon. gent had stated, the 
noble lord had in no way whatever proved 
Lis assertions, but had been completely con- 
tradicted by the gallant admirals. He made 
an Eloquent. panegyric on earl ^t. Vincent, 
tbehisiory of whose whole life was a most bril- 
liant answer to ihe accusationsof his enemies. 

Mr. Rutrf t IVard observed that the highest 
en camig^is w ere due to that illustrious cha- 
racter earl bt. Vincent. Illustrious charac- 
ter he must call him, because whatever opi-j 
niqjxmight be entertained of his civil ser- 
vices, there could be no difference of senti- 
ment as to the glory of his professional 
ipareer. He admitted al^b the high profes- 
sional character of the noble lord who made 
the* motion; but he was sorry that such a 
inotion had been brought forward in this 
house, before complaint had been made 
through the proper channel. No man 
could cherish more than he would the pow 
errand the right, of this bouse to examine 
|ntd abuses ; but when there was a channel 
winch application ought to be made iii 
first instance, he thougfff it unnecessa- 
and improper to bring complaints before 
hopse, before any effort t was mad<? to 


censures of the noble lewd upon the late ad- 
ministration of the navy, observed, that since 
tholeign of king William no one had done 
iuch for the navy as the late adnfinistra- 
tiln. The first act of the noble lord below 
(l^d Howick), when he came into that de- 
ment, was to examine into the state of 
seamen j and became down to the house 
an increase of«thc number and the pay of 
petty officers, thinking this one cp the 
st methods of regarding distinguished ser- 
ice among the men. 
hfuitously, without 


jw*e l V m corrected in the roos^ natural and 
ready way. 

** pit { rhjsttlqs Pole in reply to die implied 
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f'"this he die _ 
a for an application 
not a little inepased 
the confidencj^the seamen in th^overn- 
ment, an^Hject in the^ighestd«gree desir- 
dvantageous. m ThertSoble lord had 
a B ed here. He also extended this 
eueficial measure to the Warrant Officei^ 
without any application, a thing which him 
never been done since the days of king Wil- 
liam. Neither did the noble lord stop here ; 
lie had followed the aged, the decrepid, 
wounded, and worn out seamen, to the ob- 
scurity of their cottages ; chaced poverty and 
wretchedness from them, and diffused health, 
cheerfulness, and comfort. He had raised 
their allowance from 7 to J$l. a-year, and 
made seamen look w'ilh confidence towards 
the government which thus paid attention to 
their situation unasked. He had also follow- 
ed up the measure, by an increase to the 
masters, lieutenants, aifd commanders. In 
short, every attention was paid by the noble 
lord to the interests of the sen ice, a conduct 
which deserved the acknowledgements of all 
w ho wished well to it. 

Mf. Sheridan said, that he heard with 
regret and surprize, those assertions stated 
here, w hich he had heard on a former oc- 
casion ; and he had thought from the manner 
in w hich the noble lord had at last dropped 
the accusations, that he had even convinced 
himself from (the most authentic documents 
that he was drong. He had read a letter 
from commodore Keats, taking the whole 
f blame to himself, respecting some of the 
transactions, but where there was certainly 
no blame. And notwithstanding the boiste- 
rous manner in which the audience at 
hustings at Covent Garden generally express- 
ed their opinions, yet e?;en they^liad rejected 
these clamours as dangerous, when they 
sufficiently understood t If ei mature. They 
set their faces against them h out of time 
and place ; as brought forward for manifest 
purposes, apd not for the good of the public, 
and as attended, with incalculable mischief, 
without beirg productive of any good. Sup- 



‘pose he had not had the good fortune 
acquainted with the noble earl acci 
'whom he regarded with the highest resect 
and veneration ; suppose he had not had the 
opportunity of making the inquiries he wad 
made— he had refuted the charges at Abe 
time ; .but suppose had not had that 
portynity, was it nothing to consider 

p that might be done by these accu^i- 

! going on board the ships months befc^e 
could' b^Wuswered ? He regretti 
hey were ncN^gain brought forwari 
certainly feltv^aalarm than beficrej 
i it was, they hach^efore done some 
injury, had learnt fron^qfficers, who 

said that tnej^were every day in awn^when 
• the papers with th6 reports came on nl^ra. 
♦What was their qfFect on commodore Keai 
They were such that he thought it necessary to 1 
demand a court-martial dti his conduct. 
That had been refused, because there was 
no grounds for it. But was it nothing to 
have moved the feelings df a raeritoriou#j 
officer thus far > He approved of what had 
been said, as to the conduct of his noble 
*friend near him (lord Howick), but in fact 
' no board of admiralty would refuse to listen 
.to the complaints of experienced officers. 
This house would be always ready to attend 
to the complaints of our gallant sailors, and 
redress their grievances, but it was necessary 
to ascertain whether complaints had been 
made to the proper department, and redress 
refused. The only motion he therefore 
thought which could be agreed to 15h this 
subject iii the present instance was this, 
tf that there be laid before the house copies 
to the representations of the right hofl cap- 
faiu lord Cochrane to the Board of Admiral- 
ty, with the answers thereto, if any.” 

Lord Cochrane rose to reply and said 
I disclaim, sir, any motive whatever except 
a regard for the real interests^ my country, 
though I am free to contest that I cannot 
help feeling in common with others the 
treatment received. — Improper motives 
have been imputed to me, and I might 
reply to one of tfcose gentlemen who «has 
denied facte which I can prove, that he 
Vas one of those who established this abo- 
‘ finable system. What his abilities may 
be in matters not Connected with the naval 
service, I know# not ; but in the navy it is 
understood to be a fact, that his noble 
patron., the earl St. Vincent, sent the master 
pf the Ville dp Paris to put hixHhip in some 
there was a i 


'tolerable order [here there itfas a cry of 

prder^ order ! from Admirals Pole, Harvey, 

find others. The Speaker observed, that Lin ah uqAtMoA^ition'. 
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when the noblef* ford ' sal# i that impropey 
motives Were asenhted tb him, It a 
reproach to him (the SppJbet), but he was 
in the judgment tif the ttOine ^hetber he 
deserved it.] With respect/ sir, to the 
assertion made by the same gentleman, 
that the health of the men is increased by 
long cruises at sea, and that that of the com* . 
mander in chief is improved t^y being' oh 
shore, he may reconciled it he'c;m.-— ThoY 
sir, ] shall not follow the example of imput- 
ing improper motive*, another complaint 
and a just one too (looking at Capt Sir 
iamuel Hood) inethe naval service is, thaj: 
ider this obnoxious system, captains hjrifo 
ien appointed to large commands of fiat f 
U of the line, as many frigates, andas many 
slews q{ war, the right of admirah who 
^served and can serve their country add 
wno"%jWo>bled in its raise.* But perhaps, 
sir, forwaabtimes, their rank did not afford 
a prospect or^jeffbeing sufficiently subser- 
vient. I 

told that there are admiral's o£^bih ly who 
from these capses, bay&Jingprpd in neglect. . 
[a cry of order! order! from admiral Har- 
vey and others]. Sir, two parts of the state- 
ment of the hon. knight are worthy of 
remark in so far as they, were meant in reply, 
to my statement. He' has said he had a 
hundred men killed and wounded in hts 
ship, and no complaint, no inconvenience, 
was found from \yant 0 £ lint or any thing 
else. First*, this was at a time when sur- 
geons received an allowance to buy extra 
medicines for the sick, and.swthe second 
place, the wounded of whorr^he speaks 
we^jp sent on the day following t^feibr f altar 
hospital. — Now, sir, with ^(jspect tq the 
blame said to be directly attributed J^y me 
to lord St. Viflcent for the loss of the Felix 
and Atalante 1 hav£ to remark, that it is of 
the general system and its consequences of 
which I complain, pf endless cruizes, there- 
by rendering surveys at sea on the state of 
vessels a substitute for a proper examination 
of their condition in port, or in dock. The 
hon. knight has been a little unfortunate ih 
the comparison he made that lord St. Vincent 
was no more to blame, than for my getting 
thg Imperieuse on shore*on the coast of » 
France. Novtr, since, this subject has been 
touched upon* I must state that I made appli- 
cation for a Court Martial on my conduct; 
h«it it was # n<tf granted, because it 
known that the blame Would fall, Where it 
ought to fafl, on the person whosd'tfepeflttOd 
positive command sent the ship forth to Ax 
Theartif^.^*4^ 
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JP# <l**d igt Anwhed tip *)fip j pi! >vas jn 
Tte quarter-deck gurney unfitted. 

$&ty tq#g of irpp ballot, beside provisions 
jnd stores of. all kinds, , remam#d ondepk- 
*Tbe powder, allowed to pp taken fi<#rd 
only when the »bif> » out of bailor, w£s 
ptcpved thpu, apjd the Impcrjej^se w?s 
JwrriefJ .to sea without a cartridge filled or 
iWejpop loaded. The order issued was to 
l^ukHbe port! he, infant that sAe would steer, 

J^ptflesp of jexery other material circum- 
gt&B&e. [Another pr y of order ! order ! 

0pm the tfianae geotferpen. The Speaker/ 
jtytid, the noble lord sxupt confine JiimselJH creasing the 
io the matter before the houpe.] I 


iodiyidpals, pftenup^ aBMjf^jjsgid^p. 
couraged ipforjpation, hap been — “ ~ -* 
-rf^teotppjaipt/ 4s a swijje 
te, I Ji^ye qnly to 


apon t 



P </ *J»4 jtttt- 

■*] (^arjeharn) ajopipc 

lord 


Vfs lately on the ripple mentis of 
r/iressed by the* noble Jord below m 

\ J -.1 I • I *' _ 1 /> 1. 


and felt 



ftybat I have now said as an answer 
^tatpment made without a knowledge/ of I 
facts .— Another lion. .gent, who has 
«pd to contradict jny statements 
Bole) has in this great zeal m^i 
Increase of which tookn^te seme 
time ago as relative to the^j^sent subjects 


owick), who svpif 1 
ught to feel for* a galla^T woundq 
icrseeuted officer, (herein ant A. 'Wb'Jir- 
er). — Sir, the pj^put admiralty, 

wedibr the refrerflmeyht 
instead of corruptiMj their 
bodies drqncfiing ^^»*with June 
deserve the gratitude and thanks 
all employed. In the navy, we have had 
lament the system that ffiakes the admiral- 
ty an appendage of the minister of the day, 
and just as the mem bens of that board began 
to see and probably to plan the reform of 


nlaj p has done so i abuses, they have * been removed. I truyt, 
with as jpueh sincerity and as laudable an ! sir, that I shall not be denied the pagers, 
intention as the person who asserted that a > and that these motions will not like those on 

/"L_ * i ® ...ama «... ll.n 1 n (nrA\ar /.none < Ka rrrtt r’iri nf Kir ri Klmrl 


.profusion of oranges® were given to the fleet 
at Lisbon, in refutation of my statement 
:jthat nope .are allowed to the hospitals at 
home . — I have remarked, sir, that I have 
.pot heard from any of those t who have so 
.jealously spoken on the other side a defence 
of the obnoxious order to keep all officers 
,jmd. men on board, all ho* T think it as tenable 
,«s the poslCidn that men are* to he kept 
. healthy by being kept continually at sen.— 

, All Ihesethi^gs may appear matters of indifle- 
vjreoce or £ small moment to some who are 
v fiere.aKneir ease, but I view it in a diflerpnr 
«Jight, and if no one better qualified will 
tjrepi^ent a subject of great complaint, I 
4pha|l do *o, independent of^every personal 
^cc&sidecatjon . — In the course of the debate, 
\jt fias fieen stated, that Inserted lime-juice 
a.bad cure for the scurvy ; no, it is It 
.and almost a certain cure, but debilita- 
ting; it destroys U>e disease, but ruins the 
^>nstituti»n.*— An bon. gent. (Mr. Sheridan) 
ghaaseid, all this sliould have been represented 
jfo 4fie Admiralty ; that .this h6use is an 
place for such discussions, 3Pd he 
^asihreatened to /pall Jar^UJettersTrqm me 
^p ^ierbpard of Adminahy. the.firsf, I- 
Apyyer# |hnt-bqards pa^ up,a4^Bntion to the* 
^fljifOirnt'Mirni df individuals whom they 
^l^siderumier their coaim^pd and control ; 

.^bat .if the bon. gent. £alls for pay 
.ii&imube wifl&nd>ome ffiat w'dl.pot answer 
ihe V/ p^c^uses. 
»ca»dalqiAidp«^f vit \w : of 


a former occasion be got rid of by a blind 
vote of thanks, or by any subterfuge of a 
previous question. — The motion was then 
put and negatived without a division. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Saturday, July I 1, 

» Election Petitions.] The Chanicllor 
I of the Exchequer rose in pursuance of his 
1 notice. He observed, that as the session 
would nut be long, it would be inconvenient 
to take into consideration such Election Peti- 
tions- *r were likely to occupy ;uiy con side ra- 
, ble length of time. He had thought it his 
duty to inquire into this subject, and lus 
found that there was not one petition, on 
which the house could rely in this icspect. 
He proposed, therefore, to disfh.«i b e all 
the orders, fo£thc purpose of nominally ap- 
point ir.g subsequent days at sue ha disMnceof 
dime, as shouldshew the panics that he house 
did not intend to take petitions into con- 
sideration during the present scssic.n. If i|io 
parties to any of the ftish petitions could 
agiee on the* subject, it might he well to 
eater into the cousideiation of *$ich of ih&n 
as would require comn)ir.sippers to be s^nt^to 
Ireland, in order tivat Jtjie comm*^<fcs 
might act during the vacation. — The seyersl 
orc&rs were then discharged, and, beginning 
with the petitions complaining of dpiiWe f$- 
turps, tfie various petitions were S^b fpr 
consideration/ on the 0th, gf 

September, fc 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Mm day > July 13. 

[Defence of the Country.] Lctd 
Sidmouth rose, and expressed himself hyp- 
py to see a noble lord (Hawkesbury) in/his 
place, from whom he felt desirous to obiain 
an answer to a questfetH # respecting which 
uneasiness every day increased. Two 
It of that question was to learn froi|» 
poble lorfe^f it* w&s the intention c 
jajesty's initn^rs to propose any nmd 
me for the Defended' the Country, or 
»w up, on a morceNl||nded scale, the 
system iPHt had already beeinfck|Dted, so as-| 
■to make it be*ir some proporlioun*|J|£ in- 
creasing dangers of flie empire. He felt? 
duty to take this Etep, in order to relieve no 
•only his owu anxiety, but the anxiety that 
every one must feel at a mofticnt so alarm- 
ing as the present i should lie have the sa- 
tisfaction to receive such an answer as he 
.expected, then he should have to reauest 
the noble lord to state the time wren it 
was likely such a proposition could be 
brought forward, adding his wish that it 
might be on an early day ; for as the dun- ! 
ger increased every hour, he thought it a 
matter of the most urgent importance, that 
it should be provided against without 
delay. 

Lord H ate kesk u nfw as happy to be a&e 
to assure the noble viscount and the house, 
that the subject of the military state of the 
country had occupied the attention of mi- 
nisters from their very entrance into office. 
It might not be proper at the presenlwio- 
inent to enter into any explanation of the 
principle, or of the details of the measure 
they should have to propose, but the day 
was not distant when such au explanation 
should be amply given, and jvhen reasons 
should be adduced for having deferred it 
till now. indeed, on this very day it was 
expected that a notice would be given in 
•another house, of the introduction of the 
treasure to which tbe noble viscount had 
•alluded. • 

•The Earl of Suffolk intimated the neces- 
sity of doing now much more than had as 
.yet been attempted, towards the defence and 
security of the country. He had observed, 
"with the greatest satisfaction, that on the 
part of the coast which he had lately visited, 
the syfttem of the Martello towefg haditeen 
considerably increased. 

{AbhAican Indemnity Biul.] Earl 
Bathurst moved the order of the day, for 
the second reuding of the bilLto indemnify 
ministers for continuing in r force the provi- 
V#u IX.* M 


sions of 4he Atoerfc&n trade bill, whicK- 
bad expired during the rdtess. The noble 
earl defended the#measure v on the ground 
of policy and precedent. He allowed that 
the law had been violated by ministers, 
but that violation was justified by th : e rea- 
sons of public advantage and*benefit which 
resulted from it, and which parliament 
had almost uniformly revived as a satisfac- 
tory justification of such a conduct. • In- 
deed, were it not a violation of the law, 
^vliy should the crown surrender its prero- 
tive, and com# to parliament for a 
1 of indemnity, when it was obvious no 
la\had been infringed? He could safely 
deiw that the rate of duties had been raised 
r chininished in any material degree, or 
it would have been safe to have 
acted ol&rwise. As to the allowing Ameri- 
can ships tUh^rry certain articles contrary 
A to the navigatsh^ag| 1 ^hg4jjgnnission was 
justified by the same policy anc 
lor it would have been much lA^he detri- 
ment of our trade if American ships were 
on a sudden prohibited to carry such arti- 
cles, while there were no British ships ready 
to convey them. In every point of view he 
could not help thinking that government 
had acted wisely in continuing the provision* 
of the bill ; and he should therefore move, 
that the bill to indemnify them for so do- 
ing be now read a second time.* 

Lord Grenville said, that after the senti- 
ments he had already expressed 
the subject of the breach of the^ 
suing^the order of council,he could i 
out incurring the imputation of inconsisten- 
cy, agree to the passingof this bill of in&sm- 
nity. He fully concurred in that part of his 
noble friend's speech, in which he stated 
that no money coukfbe levied in this coun- 
try, without the consent and approbation ' 
of parliament. His noble friend, however, 
hwent a little farther, and contended that 
though the law was broken by thtf crown, 
no higher duties were levied than it was 
authorized to collect, N<jw, it did ap« 
pear, from a paper which bgjd been laid on 
their; lordships’ table, not above three mi* 
nutes ago, that a system more favour- 
able to the commerce cf # Atnerica, had 
been adopted, than would have been, if 
theWaws had jieefc observed. His lordship 
here referred to the document, to sheipr 
that in various instances, higher and lower 
daties had been levied, than thejfct |p| 
continuin a f^ b fr y o visions of ^be former 
treaty atifiorized. • The order of council 
remitted tfiv duties upon some articles, 
3D k • 
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while it increased them upon others. It 
was not (o be denied, tliat both of these 
were contrary to law, |nd that they could 
be only justified by the extreme necessity 
of the case. But wbat proof had ministers, 
either by documents or by their speeches, 
afforded the.house that any such necessity 
existed ? Were they not, be would u^k, 


aware that it would soon be necessary to The situation of Ireland could notice too 
ren^w the act for continuing the former jpfteu submitted tb the cj^srfieralion (ffjjar- 


♦o /unite the people. 1 If we were to 
niilet dangers greater than any which had 
eftr threatened us, a divided jjeople, what 
afyns could we employ, what bulwarks raise, 
ort what armies creqje, adequate to repel 
them ? Much had been said upo’n this sub- 
jolt, but not, Hccocrffng to his way ctf con- 
sf luring it, sufficient tor its * lmporu^j^^ 


treaty with America ? Why, then, c onvin- Eminent, provided 
ced as tliey must have been of that necess>jf| nwnt and modcrj 
ty, did they dissolve the last parliarueij 
Parliament, which had not the ground 
the dissolution before it, was not bn 
take into consideration the necessity 
might b&ve existed for that measure 
dissolution of 1784 was justified 
dispute which then arose betwed^lAe two 
bouses of parliament. Tha^mfsan unhap- 
incident in the legj proceedings 
would always beaf 
out the sovereign in the exercise of his 
prerogative, •aud^i* appealing to the peo- 
ple. Rut did any such necessity exist for 
the dissolution of the last parliament ? The 
convenience of ministers was not in itself 
sufficient grounds, and he had never heard 
any other, for that most rash, dangerous, 
and imprudent measure, thau which, in 
all these respects, a greirter had never been 
committed*. It was not his custom to 
dwell upon the dangers and difficulties of 
the country. It had never been his prac- 
tice to ^^gravate calamity, or Lo utter in 
bis p^ e > n parliament, any sentiments 
Which might lead to despondent- /or de- 
spair. Of. the contrary, be alwavs wished 
to deep alive, not merely ^be principle of 
hope, but the principles of resolution and 
Steadiness, because it 'was these principles, 
fetid these alone, which could enable us 1 - to 
bear up against the dangers with which we 
might at any time be threatened. 11a 
WishecL therefore, before he sat down, to 
draw toe attention of their lordships to 
what had fallen from a noble viscount, lie 
Ousted,, that 'in the most critical period at 
which this cAintry ever arrived, its secu- 
rity wofeld not rest upon partial and* tem- 
porary measures, it was desirable that all 
the resources,* strength, energy, and spi- 
•rifc Of the country should be called fprth. 

Tbe»crisis was at length arrived, when it 
would be necessary to calllaround us all 
jhe military energies of the empire. The fifst 
step upon so awful an egxesgaG^:v, which a 
prudent gdvernmeut would tafp, would 
'be to see whether any* thing coaid be done 


undled witl/judg- 
____ He was sarf/tb 
fi had gone uhiopd, that 
ain e lit and people>*rkngland 
ged, that no furtbtfrc’oncessiona 
made to theVathohcs of Ireland, 
was sorry for it ; tua a more unwise, 
indiscreet, and mischievous declaration 
could not have been uttered. Such a me** 
lanclioly condition was not that of any coun- 
try, most certainly not of any free govern- 
ment. The noble lord opposite to him 
welt knew, that the judgment of one par- 
liament ol ten differed from that of another; 
nay. even in the same parliament, there had 
been more than one instance of such change 
of opinion. The appeal fioin the hasty de- 
cision of one meeting, to the prudence of 
another, bad not been un frequently sue-* 
cessful. Was it, lie would ask, right 
tft say to four millionfof people, You must 
despair ? And despair of what ? why that 
they, subjects of the British Empire, were 
not to be entitled to the privileges of its 
constitution* Was it possible that, under 
aiiyvcircumstuuces, there could have been a 
more improvident declaration ? This was 
Ins reason lor wishing lo impress once more 
upon their lordships these considerations, 
because he uas infoinied «uth language had 
been held. It was not under the impres- 
sion that tlx} iiisli Catholics were to be ex- 
cluded from the pale of the constitution, 
that the gicat questioned the Union was 
carried. No pledge respecting their ad- 
mission to tlje same benefits with their fel- 
low subjects, hud been either given or re- 
quired. There were some persons, inde&d, 
who wished to make their participation in 
the common benefits' of the constitution, 
one of the conditions ofohe Union. These 
intentions, however, were overruled, and 
it was decided that every thing respecting 
them, should be left to the discretion and: 
liberality of the united parliament. He 
would ask, why those who now appeared 
to be of a contrary opinion, did not 
then speak out? Why they did not 
oitUDUin theVxolusion of the Catholics, as 
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a fundamental principle of the constitution ? listened toiler, soon discovered that the state 
Why they did not protest against destroy- which they renounced wIb far preferable to 
ing the bulwarks of our religion in church that which they obtained* . v So it would be 
and state, and letting the Pope into die found in Ireland, should ever the person 
country ? That great^niinister, who framed who now wielded not% only the force of 
the project of the Union, told his sovereign France, but of the greater part of the con- 
that ^he union could IllHjje carried into W- tinent, ever succeed in establishing his 
fect/f that boon was not gran ted to the people power in that part of the British empire. 
oFifreland; and finding, that they were not To prevent the possibility of any event of 
likely to obtauJl^be acteduponit in thesarnV this dangerous and alarming nature; he 
znflHy manner tnthkhe did upon all occa-* called upon parliament to step forward 
eidtaa Where was tmfc^aentiineiit of exclu- hyith a lenient hand, to make a sacrifice of < 
cion to be found? Was lhmvwhere hut in F|| prejudices, ancPto throw open the pale 
those libellous addresses upoiSi^Catholics olthe constitution to those who were inte- 
of Ireland ? which he could noHfci^on- rested in defending and upholding it. The 
sider ministers as 71 ee. ply responsible^! quAtion might be stayed off for a time, but 
having advised ii* majesty to receive. 1^ jt mNfct be discussed sooner or later. He 
in addition to dangers from abroad, we Ifc ^A are that it might be objected to him, 
were to encounter divisioifk at home, the thatlhoJfcwho predict dancer, contribute 
stoutest of us could scarcely hope that such notalittletfcnajjeate it ; and tnat this was not 
an accumulation of peril could he success- & time to haras»**aisd-ql$tjj:p,gJ^ 
fully resisted, if we resolved to encounter Anyone, however, who concetWtfflP Sb he"" 
the question, we should do all that was to be did, who saw not only danger tJOt certain 
done. As this was, perhaps, the last time ruin and destruction iff mtfintainiug that 
that he might have occasion to address the system of policy he had condemned, would 
house, during the present session, he felt it but ill discharge his duty if he hesitated to 
his duty to iuireat their lordships to con- attack it. 

eider as nothing what had taken place ; to Lord Hawhesbury was not anxious to de- 
meet the question with new feelings and fend the bill of Indemnity on precedents 
ideas ; to reflect that we were in the very only, but ou the grounds of the necessity 
crisis of our fate, upon the point, perhaps, of the case out of &hich it^revv. Nor would 
of being assailed by the most formidable he deny that4hat necessity arose from the 
enemy that Hhd ever menaced the existence necessity of the dissolution of parliament ; 
of the government of any couutry. it was for, as often as that topic stauld ag&in 
bis misfortune to have been a most unsuc- be forced into discussion, so ofttoshould 
cessful advocate in favour of the Cat ha lies ; he insist on the absolute necessityVf that 
but, if his recommendation could have any measure. The real authors of that neces- 
weight, lie would say, that though this was sity were the very persons who^iave jjnee 
the moment for parliament to grant all those so repeatedly and so acrimoniously invcigh- 
immunitics which they claimed, it was not ed against it; for when his majesty, in 
the moment for them to ahk for them, the legitimate exercise of his prerogative, 
Under any of those acts which had been th’ought proper to make the late change in 
made for restraining that description of his his councils, the notile lords opposite hipi 
majesty's Irish 'subjects, under the harsh anurle an appeal to parliament, and brought 
and compulsory statutes which were repealed the question to issue between themselves 
in 1793, under the sanguinary and dread- and their sovereign. What then was left 
ful code which preceded it, their condition, to his majesty, but to appeal to the sense 
hi was persuaded, would be far better than of ins people, while the eveifts which made 
any they could hope to enjoy under thefriend- that .appeal necessary were still fresh in 
ship or domination fcf France. The first their recollection ? How else was his royal 
question which was asked by that power, prerogative to Be supported^? This was the 
when it meant * to overturn the govern- fair, obvious, simple ground upon which 
ment of any country, was. What are the the date dissolution rested, and the result 
principles of disuuion which prevail ? To had anfply proved how w£ll his majesty u li- 
the excluded, to the dissatisfied ^and to the derstood the^disposition of his people in 
putfbrinf of every country, Francp threw out making Uiat appeal. For never was their 
these lines and baits ; but her professions sense moi^toady, distinctly, f nd*bne<Jui- , 
and her conduct bad never accorded with vocally ex>ressed. No means were left un- ( 
lack othpr/. The infatuated* persons who tried by ftfs opposers of government, to 
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procure the fullest possible attendance of them as prosperity and luxury when com- 
.their adherents irs parliament, at the begin- pared with the promises and the boons by 
4Ung of the present session ; yet the seuti- which the enemy would endeavour to so 
meat of the nation in favour of the prero- dlice them ? Then the representations made 
ggtive, was pronounced in the fullest house by the noble baron \yere unfair, of any do 
$hat ever sat in deliberation, by the largest scriptiou of men whq bad uniformly maui- 
&nd most decided majority. — Among their Tested such a spirit of loyalty and pa- 
lordships it had met with the same loyal triotism. It was unfair surely to deeftrlbe 
And triumphant support. Here then was their conduct and principles in a light' that 
the necessity and the propriety of the disso- A-ould justify him In callin*£nem a divided 
Ration proved at once in the most marked people. Respecting odr internal policy, 
fuid forcible manuer. He earnestly wished] there might perlnpdr! be difference 
fo let the question rest here, but it was in^ uion ; with rep*$i to the threats and aU 
possible to pass over in silence the latter tempts of^Koreign enemy,- we should al- 
part of the noble baron's speech to wlych way^pjSfve an united people, those who 
the former part served only as a stalking- pc^jfssed least, vying Vrith those who pos- 
horse. The deep regret he felt at soMe of, fessed most. He must therefore again express 
the sentiments and expressions tfept f'Ji his surprise and regret at the observations 
from the noble baron, he wag at ef is! 5 flow of the noble bhron, the rnofc so, as they 
to express ; but he was sure tby /must have now could be attended with no practical ef- 
made nearly the ^same^: Ipression upon feet, and when his own mind did not ap- 
usijU riit irArdsnips. He was ready to 1 pear to be made up respecting any practi- 
fcelieve tbwi the same feeling and sentiment cal remedy. The moment culled for uni- 
pervaded evcny cl&oc and description of the vcrsal unity of action, and under such 
community, and that they all were disposed circumstances as the present, he hoped to 
^oact with one heart and hand in support see ail party spirit and animosity turn into 
of the constitution against the attacks of zeal for the common defence, 
the most formidable foe that they ever hud Earl Spencer conceived the question to 
to contend with, and now made much be, whether the necessity whirl] it was ad- 
tnore formidable by the influence of jecent milled had occasioned the bir.ich ol the 
f vents. Then, what could be the tendency laft, was forced on Ins^nujcsty’s amusteis, 
of the nobit* baroh’s observations? what the or had been forced on by them. The no- 
effect they were calculated to produce? hie lord opposite had said thar his majesty 
But where was the practical good that having reason to be dissatisfied with his for- 
could re?' «t from them ? Was it not will mer servants, had exercised his undoubted 
knownbiiow different were the opinions en- prerogative in choosing otheis in their 
tertained respecting the chief topic'upon stead, and that the old servants of the 
which the noble baron hud so widely, and, crown had thereupon come to parliament 
in his mind, so unnecessary expatiated, with a statement of their case, thereby 
^either could he be ignorant bow very ge- making an appeal to parliament on the 
nerally the opinion of tb^ country had l»<*cn differences which had occurred between 
expressed upon that subject. Where, theft, them and tftW sovereign, and that his 
yr.as the utility of the retommendatioii which majesty had, in these circumstances, been 
the noble baron had so anxiously urged ? Was > ad vised to recur to the sen^e of the people*' 
there in past experience, was there in any A more unfounded or a more erioneous 
prospect before us, the slightest ground for statement than this, the noble earl con- 
considering us a divided people ? Even in tended, had never been made,, as must be' 
defence of the 'Catholics, and in mere jus- well known to the noble lord (Hawkesbury; 
tjee to that respectable body of men, he himself. The fact was, that after certain 
would ask the noble baipn, when were tbeif confidential com uui locations had taken 
exertions wanted, if the threat of danger place between his majesty and his late ser- 
required them to put them forth ? What- vants, in consequence of which a change 
Aver the difference of qpenion they might in his majesty’s councils had taken place, 
have * entertained 1 upon the other points, the new servants of the crown, betraying 
vjere they ever backward, whet* the appear- the trust reposed in them, had given gar- 
ance of a foreign enemy called for the bled and uujust representations the 
■to) and* activity of their j***vj*^t ? What- newspapers, and otherwise, of the con- 
fer the deprivations .under wlLch they duct of their predecessors, and of the cir- 
suffer, had they not always aonsfflered cmpatancea wfcch had preceded 4 their die* 
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missal from office. Jn this state of things, to accommodate a change iowiteiinstration. 
a representation of the actual state of mat- This would be to consider parliament not 
ters, and of the whole circumstances at- as a controul on thj conduct of government, 
Cendant on them, became necessary to but as ait appendage to it, to be dissolved 
clear the characters of the late iiiinisters and changed to suit the different aspects 
from the obloquy with which they were thus which it might assume. The unjustifiable 
unjustly loaded. In lifting this statement, measures which might be adqpted, would, 
they* had been accused*^ bringing their in such a view of the case, be objects of 
sovereign to the bar of both houses of par- little consideration to time by whom they 
liament. Sufll^a charge, however, they were recommended. Having by thg in- 
diSCfeiimed. 'lliShfconly wish was a yindi- flu nice of the crown got a parliament to 
of their own cuyfacter, and tq bring* their mind, they had only to begin their 
forward to the bar of botW^umsesot parlia- ;areer bv an act cyf indemnity for any mea- 
ir.ent and u t titc- couylry t!io!%^j.*rsons who store which they might have taken against 
had given evil advice to their th^rreign. law, and without necessity. The arrival 
As to the policy <tf their conduct to^WIs of such* a period, he must consider as one 
Ireland, it was ncj* his intention to enquir?^ pregnant with danger. It might be very 
as that hud becu already so ably discussed trt ^ of appealing to the sense of the 

by his noble t\ iend (lord Grenville). But peopliKfv hat would the community think, 
if that pait iff the population oi ihesu king- iiowcveivSvJ^en informed that there were a 
doms really did possess the loyalty admit- number of Bofai^hs at the disposal of the 
ted by the noble lord (Hawk'*nury), he 'very persons wl i c i&a 

could not help thinking that they ^y uo and that there were others, the property of, 
means experienced a corresponding return, or influenced by, a nuptber yf individuals. 
He was convinced the time mustuud would who, again, were under the influence of the 
come when the immunities now denied crown? so that success was in such an ap- 
t hern would be granted. At a season so peal next to certain. But, still farther, when 
perilous as the present, we slrould look to they saw the seal of indemnity ready prepa- 
every possible means ot strengthening our red for those who advised the measure, I'nist 
exertions ; but it was impossible that the they not be of opinion that the period ,vts 
C atholics tu Irebirnf could feel the same In- most dangerous ? *lf any thing could a id to 
terest in the concerns of the country till the peril of # such a situation,, it was *tbe 
they participated in all the privileges of state of things at the present moment., sc 
their fellow subjects. awiul, so unprecedented as it must M-ad- ' 

Lord ErskiH? said, that it was a fun Ha- untied to be. The only wayarhuch a mo- 
mental principle uf the constitution yt tins mem, to msuiu confidence an^fcppccr. 
country, that no act could Lc done contra- trom^lie public, was lor the government to 
ry to law, and for which the persons ad vi- shew itself prudent, and for pOrlnuncrri. to 
Sing it were at the same time in titled to be shew itself independent. That lfcvuse 
indemnified, unless such breach of law could do much to effect this object. No 
was occasioned by an act of imperious ne- person could dissolve them. They had 
cessity. If this was a casg of the kind, iffiu their power 6y a single vote to check 
Hod forbid that it should be rt sisted for a such an evil. To* protect at once the 
moment ! N <f man could question the« crown and the people, and to imik« il’.em- 
right of the king to dismiss his servants, or selves beloved and esteemed. Their lord- 
to dissolve the parliament. These wore ships might, by a single vote, shew that 
undoubted .prerogatives, but they were they held a balance between the king and 
Ranted for very distinct purpose^. If his the people ; and might say to the noble 
mljesty saw* reason to question the conduct lord, “You advised the. kThg to dissolve 
Of his servants, he Alight dismiss them ; or, die parliament, and if you haves me* none an 
if he saw reason to doubt the parliament, illegal act, foa which you had no necessity 
lie might dissolve it, and take the sense or but the dissolution of p'arJTan vent, we will 
their constituents as to their conduct. But uotgrant you at^rndemnity for an a**l, thfc 
the ldw never intended that both of these only necessity for which**'** of y«un owti 
prerogatives should be exerefibd at one creation.” #As to the iniof the . 

and thff same time; and with Reference to question, it had already bee: v* fully and 
each other. It was never in thecontem- so often ajgwad^that h«* -von id at pro* 
'Plation of the constitution of this country, sent detail t&eir lords! > Any longer. 

'chat parliament should be dftsolved simply Tlib A*d Chancellor maintained lhaj. the * 



7791 PAUL* DEBATES, July 1 3, 1 807 . American, Indemnity Bill.' [789 

proper question now be Are the house was, mi tied, was necessary for the country. He 
whether it was alight thing in Ministers to had no hesitation in declaring it as hisopi- 
advise his majesty to pass the order in nion, that the present was as firm and vi- 
council ? Though ministers might be gorous as the late administration. It was 
blameable in advising the dissolution of bis wish to render it as firm and vigorous 
parliament, still the house was bound to as possible ; and wifi* this view,* he had no 
give them ‘ indemnity for the act now al- hesitation in acknowledging, that he was 
luded to, if it could be vindicated. It was probably one of 'the most strenuous ad* 
not fair by a sidfi-wind to come at a ques- visers of his majesty to the dissolution of 
tion 'Which he, for one, was ready to discuss parliament. Hisdordshio^mtended that 
and* to vindicate openly and fairly. Let so far were the acts oU&rliument agCThst 
the uoble lord come* forward with a special Roman Cathol.cs, being calculated** 

‘ motion and charge ou c the subject of the exclude them forfli the pale ot the British 
dissolution of parliament, and he should Constitutioi^Wie only way to secure that 
be ready to answer it. The noble ^nd constitutieft both to'them and to every 
learned lord, while he admitted the excel- oth^ffass of subjects *n the country was 
lence of the British constitution, did uot maintain these acts^ Toleration and 
seem inclined to trust either the elfctoj^ power were very different. The British 
or the elected. It was to that »uffitT$e, constitution gave toleration to every class 
which could not be affected b^the dis- of its subjects; but the very nature of the 
solution, that he seemad><1ook. They thing rendered it necessary that that power 

from them his* should be vested where it was most cal* 

lordship agpmed to expect a redress of all cula^cd to produce and to preserve the 
the evils he spppo^pd to exist. lie desired good of the whole. If persons who by re T 
of the noble and learned lord to look to fusing to qualify themselves for offices of 
the year 1806, when parliament had been power and trust, had still complete tole* 
formerly dissolved ; there had then been no ration allowed them, they had the benefits 
embarrassing circumstances to render the of the British constitution. With what 
dissolution necessary ; there had been no consistency, however, he would ask, could 
votes of either house, which indicated a the noble lord stop with the officers of the 
wish to impede the measures of govern- army and navy? whywshould not the inv. 
meht ; yet thpt ministry, of which the noble munity extend to the lawyer also, and to 
and learned lord formed a parf, had chosen every officer in the civil government of the 
to advise a dissolution of parliament. He country? Granting all that the most aea- 
wished to hSIowin what respect the present lous friends to Catholic emancipation could 
xninislg”^ were more to blame for having desire, he was convinced would not pro* 
recourse to such a measure, than thf» late duce 'unanimity in the country. At all 
ministers bad been. The enquiry into events, little would be gained if, in coiw 
whioh the late ministers had forced the two ciliuting ti e Catholics, government should 
bouses of parliament, lie considered the lose the veneration of the Protestants, 
most unconstitutional proceeding in which Lord Carysjm t contended, that the order 
that house had ever bden engaged. TUe of council wife a violation of the law end 
permission of his majesty to bring forward the constitutfon, springing out of an act as 
this statement, so far from mending the ill judged as it was unnecessary, meaning 
matter, made it infinitely worse. It was dial exercise of the prerogative in the dis- 
using his* majesty ’s own permission to drag solution of the late parliament, which mw 
him to the bar of parliament. Such per- nisters so unfortunately, in his opinion, ad- 
mission ought«oever to have been asked, vised. It was a dangerous cloctrinef hia 
and never to have been acted on. \hs nia- lordship observed, to hold u^tlie plea*of 
jetty’s conduct, however, had in eon* necessity for that dissolution ; he was ex- 
sequence been made a subject of enquiry in ceedingly apprehensive tljat live precedent 
both houses of parliament, in a manner might lead hereafter to results destructive 
which had never formerly been witnessed ; of the people’s rights ; and in such a Vfgy 
and nothing, be presumea, cAuld b* more too, that even the authors of it might notB\ 
natural than, after such a discussion, to able to avtrt the consequences. It was 
submit the subject to the sense of the coun- giving such ao enormous addition? to tkq 
fry, while the circumstances wpr e fresh fti power of the crown, already too much in**, 
the recollection of the people* A firm creased, as might eventually bring this 
* and vigorous adminisfiation, ^Vwes ad- country into complete subjection t 9 ti^' 
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minister of the day, as any of the Barbary to understand from biin that the wordy 
States. Taking a view of the causes whhh contest was now over, anti that the mem- 
gave rise to the late chknge, his lordship hers of that hou&e #were at length to think 
observed, that lord Bacon had said that to of something besides debating. Noble lords 
leqd on men from hope to hope, and still talked of lour millions of Catholics, whose 
tokheo them from despair, was the sign of claims were to be grunted : but did they 
a great* statesman. *^w very different recollect, that there were other inhabitants 
were The ideas of the present ministers, of Ireland, to whom the priiposed measures 
The nobl^ndlearned lord would employ might be disagreeable anc/disgusting ? He 
Roman CatJiollfe«^meithef in civil nor mili- spoke as an Irishman and as a Protestant. It 
tary affairs ; he woc,dd exclude them from would be an act of the* greatest baseness to 
the service of the state^ither by council or desert the Protestants of Ireland* With 
arms. The noble and leaded lord seemed respect to the late dissolution, what was the 
also to forget that we passed 1 ’ <i':ts annually cause of the previous one ? Was there no 
dispensing with those very statutes which trick, no arrangement, no influence in the 
the noble and learned lord ’reckoned soW- elections then ? lie would name Hump- 
terial a part of ou* constitution. Patriot i&Uhire*; but be could speak more particularly 
seal, not bigoted prejudices, had pro- county of Wexford. At this moment 

duced the Revolution, un<t our ancestors of pubfMJd unger, public men*ought to sus- 
sent down to their posterity a great exam- pend their bickerings, to unite their efforts to 
pie of giving liberty of conscience upon con- save the couDtr^^idjgotbeJike the Gre eks, 
stitutional expediency; and all that had ever ‘disputing oil matters of I ,l i£ClB , ^' a! 
been conceded to the Catholics of li tffand, enemy at their gates, 
had been well deserved ; for, to the present Lord Holland consWered* the present 
hour, no part nor portion of his majesty’s crisis as pregnant with the greatest dangers; 
subjects c o magnanimously opposed the in- but he did not express himself so from fear, 
roads of a foreign enemy. The noble lord but from a conscientiousness of our having 
vindicated the wisdom and policy of the in- great exertions to make, lie spoke not as a 
tended measure that was to have permitted person having any particular local feeling 
them to enjoy promotion to the state, and or interest, but as feeling an equivalent in. 
be deplored its faflure. H? shewed The terest for every pfcrt of the kingdom. The 
interest that the Catholics ol Ireland had imputation ef personal of factious motives, 
in a political union with the empire at at such a crisis, was beneath any senator iu . 
large, uud he thought it hard that lour mil- that house to auswer, or to attempt to via- 
lions of loyal persons should be deprived du ate himself from. Such groyning sen* 
of that common interest with the r^st of timen is he disdained to notice. Tm noble 
their fellow subjects, which in common secretary of state had admitted the 
with them they were entitled to. When he dissolution as entering into* the jjues- 
reflected on the late dissolution, and on the tion of the propriety of the conduct of 
principle that actuated it, namely, to add the ministers. Ite had stated, that the 
vigour to the new administration, he depre- American vessels could not come but By in- 
cated it, not merely tor m«juug the most cfulgeuce. But, was not all the money so 
unjust sacrifices, but because it attacked raised, raised contrary to law ? The raising 
the very vitals of the constitution. « of this money under such circumstances. 

The Earl of Limerick wished to know foreseen by ministers when they projected 
what was that undp scribed something eo the dissolution, was, under all its conse- 
often alluded to, but not openly spoken quences, a very important^consideration ; 
dbt by the noble lord (Grenville) ? Did he and such practices were atgpng the chief 
mSan that we should now go to the Catho- causes of the glorious battles fought for the 
lies in formd pauperis ? should confess that country, in the reign of Charles 1 ., in par- 
what we had refused to them wheu our liament* It das not gieydy to rescue us * 
enemy was in the east, we were then wrong from enormous taxation, that such practical 
in withholding, and were ready to grant weee opposed* &kt it was to preserve the 
now Be was returning to the west ; and that constitution of king, lorcTs, and commons : 
we were now ready to hug the Catholics to it was, in facd, to insure the sitting of par* 
our boShms, and to grant all tb&t we had liament* He then proceeded to combat 
lately refused ? Did the noble lord wish the argisof£1!ft**f the noble %nd learned 
^this f Did he really think speh a conduct lord, ip flour of the necessity of the disso- , 
would do good l He was happy, however, lutiou,upoh which be animadverted warmly- 

/ / « # 
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'That nobk and learned lord, be believed 
irom ail he had Ifeard, was, in the practice of 
the law, vei y learned ; %but as a constitu- 
tional lawer, and a statesman, there was no 
unlearned peer in that house whose opinion 
ho would not as soou take; no unlearned 
Englishman/ or foreigner, whom he would 
not as soonj consult on the subject of our 
constitution. 8 ch perversion of facts, 
ouch misrepresentation of statements, and 
of the whole constitutional history of the 
dountiy, be had never heard, as from the 
noble and learned lord.^TJie inconvenience 
of outstepping the law of the land, in raising 


taoney# was one of the many inconvenien- w bicji to* enlarge in praise of that person, 
cee, and one of the charges con*equcnt upon IJdCit was certain he always seemed tolook 


the recent dissolution. Did the uobl< v 
lords opposite mean to say, that w ^^t'icfy 
called the improper conduct of tft.. minori- 
ties in both houses of parliament, was i 
sufficient re ason for th ataw^mature dissolu 
tionr rvas it a sufficient reason that i 
strong minority disapproved of the manner 
of their coming into office ?• But he would 
tell these noble lords, who were no friends 
to a reform in the representation of the peo- 
ple, of which reform the noble lord took 
care to declare himself an enemy, but to 
which he (Lord Holland) had been and 
still was, with certain qualifications, 
friend that 6uch measures tended greatly 
to degrade •parliament in the* eyes of the 
country. He thought this consequence too 
plain to b& denied. It was impossible to 
undersold the king's speech but as an ap 
peal 6n the Catholic question, as it was* 
called. The noble and learned lord had 
gravely told the house that it was necessary 
io carry the dissolution immjdiately. Why ? 
Because four or five days more might have 
spoiled all the hopes wof ministers from 
the 14 recent events,” and have destroyed 
all the good effects* of the garbled ex- 
tract* from confidential papers. This was, 
truly, necessity; out it was necessityjfor the 
ministers# not for the country. If parlia- 
ment did not speedily put an extinguisher 
upon tbedoctrjpes contained in the speeches 
of the noble lord respecting the impracth 
cability of carrying a measure on which par- 
liament had nQt pronounced, we should 
jhprdy come, after repelling the' enemy, 
|i the discussion of a danger second onJy to 
that. There never was a speech mdre cal- 
culated to heal doonds than* tbkt of his noble 
friend. . Far from exciting agitations# he 
had stated that beebouldsxJtiaMie Catho- 
lics not to press their claims, qjit \f they 
did not press, was that a cufficih»f reason 


why parliament should not grant f It 
asked whether we should beg the Catholics 
to help us ? Certainly we ought not to g0 
infonnd pauptris to a foreign state ; hut there 
was no loss of oup dignity in redressing 
grievances at home ; in making M few 
sacrifices to milliorarof Catholic fcHow'- sub- 
jects, by icstoring them to their jiaS rights- 
He reprobated and abhorred ibo ifitoleiancb 
of saying that the Agates o Concession were 
filially shut, or that tlgrisen&e of parliament 
was definitively pronounced, lie certainly 
should not selotf Mr. Pitt's conduct con- 
cerning Jins question as a* chief topic on 


cj^it the subject as one inspecting which a 


favourable opportunity would arrive. It 
was not true, ^that noble lord* on his side 
the ho use had urged on this question# No*; 
the circumstances of the times had urged it, 
the improved state of knowledge in Ireland 
had urged it, the rapid successes of the 
French had urged it, on the house and on the 
country. He had less means of knowing 
the views of Mr. Pitt than many others ; 
but he had that respect for his memory and 
his understanding, that he thought, were 
he now alive, he would be found among the 
supporters of it. He readily agreed, that# 
in our circumstances? church and state 
should be united together : but he saw no 
reason to decline stating his opinion that the 
constitution of England did notdepend upon 
any form of religion whatever. From what 
sources did the great defenders of our con- 
stitution draw their lights f Was there not 
a constitution in this country even before 
the Reformation ? Was there none before 
the test and corporation acts ? How, then, 
could these pets belong essentially to the 
constitution { No : they were not decla# 
ratory, but merely enacting statutes, which 
the wisdom and justice of parliament might 
repeal at pleasure. Was the test act any 
part of the reformation ? Did the’ noble 
and learned lord know that it was a breach 
of the declaration of Breda ? of that pro* 
clamstion promising complete liberty of 
conscience, which that profligate monarch, 
Charles II. violated? The lest was not 
passed in Irelandtill several years after the 
accession of king William, though repealed 
there for several years 'paat, andtbefcxclu- 
sive clause against the Catholics ef-lreland 
were directly against thetreaty of Limerick ; 
but, to be 'told that these weretied io the 
act of onion Llet noble lords look to the 
ftmtfir and see how grossty they were* pen# 



7fij PARLi DEBATES, Jfltv , IS, {90r.~Mm*t4»k&Aemlty Silt. frftf 

vetted. The noble and learned lerd had episcophcy*there, and let there be but one 
taUted of the union with Scotland securing religion, as well as but one parliament t 
tboSe laws. The Tories at that time did, in- He had nevfer heaft of the few bishops in 
deed, try to introduce a clause, for main- Scotland doing any harm to the establish- 
taiitSu the .test, into tl$ articles, the eirti of ment of the country. It had been asked, 
Nott mgfcqm making the motion ;' but it were the Brotestants of Ireland to be dis-- 
was rejected. by a great majority# These gusted ? It was not a church-oT- England, a 
Were strange perversions of the doctrine of Protestant, nor a Christian t /rtfixim, to be dis- 
Church ancKerfbjf. which was so differently gusted at the acquisition of rights, by our fel- ; 
represented by different persons, but which low subjects. If it be safe to do it, it ought 
the learned lord thought so' sj triple. He to gladden every Protestant heart. TherCf ' 
had been told, when hfe first attentively were degrees of persecution, but these were 
turned his mind, to this subject, to look at not to "be .estimated like the obtainable 
bishop Warburton, who was described as possession of freehold or other franchises, , 
unanswerable. He «had not a very high by any act of special pleading. This emi- 
Veneration f6r bishop Warburtoti; but hti nent country, which had produced such 
found t^at li£ laid down his principles in a g?.eat ornaments of the human race, ought 
much broader aiid more statesmanlike man- not to p^apetuate a system that other na- 
nfer than the hoble and learned lord. He tions had discarded from its narrowness, 
says, it is not the tenets, but the opinion of Was it uo privation, no injury to a man, to 
the gredt majority of £he people that lays *hut up to him ttSP’ path uf 
the foundation of this alliance : and lebtiie arts, in arms, and in councils ? His lord- 
learned lord apply this to Ireland, and to ship here quoted thest^png Ityiguage of the 
Scotland. Would lid' revive in the last-men- house of lords in the conference of the 8th 
tioned country the horrors suffered there of January 170$, which stated, 44 that no- 
in the attempt to force episcopacy on the thing but a crime should incapacitate an 
people? He could not think himself an Englishman from serving his country.” 
enemy to the church of England in staling Lord Sidmouth observed, that the state- 
the result of his reflections on ibis subject, ment which had been made on this subject by 
which were those dt the revolutionists t>f his majesty’s ministers, was so clear, that only 
l688,andofthatexcellehtprinceWilliamlII. one point remained to be e^lained, And 
The learned Hurd's words were pretty nearly that was* why the duties levied by the 
whet was said formerly against the Scottish order of council were bigtier than those, le- 
Presbyterians : 44 But there was no consti- vied by the expired acts. He Allowed that 
tution before all this.” What ! none ig Ed- the law had been infringed, and conShqpently 
ward the third's time, when the treason laws that AnateriaV inconvenience had been in- 
were passed ? To be sure the learned lord curred. Was the order of council a measure 
had not appeared to like those laws very of political ri£cgssity, which it would4iave 
much. Lord Clarendon, who was a very been criminal in 'ministers not to advise 
emiiuent man, but not always, enlightened, his majesty to adopt f He thought it was. At 
nor always just, bad said that jhe church of tHfe same* time, it was perfectly fair in those 
England could never be safe, if the Pres- who disapproved of the dissolution, to tell 
byterian form was established in Scotland, ministers that they had put themselves into 
AccoVditigly, episcopacy must be established a situation, in which they were compelled 
in. Scotland, and tha^ was attempted by acts to break the law, and that therefore they 
as bad as any of those of the Inquisition, must abide by the consequences of their il) 
itiey had recourse for that purpose to tor- advice to his majesty to dissolve parlia- 
ture. But did they succeed? Mark the ; ment. Every faculty and Energy of th* ! ’ 
Conclusion, ltead tfie history of Scotland, i Cbuntry ought to be called forth in this 
and then suppose the union passed, festu- ! momentous crisis ; but nothing could give 
t>iitthing episcopacy in that country, and the ' him greater alarm than tb 4fee such concea- 
ling overruled by the sophisticated law of! sioas granted to the Catholics at seemed td 
my lord ' ClaYendon. What would haVebe recommended by his •noble friend who 
been the state of Scotland now ?**Buttbeu,i (tad just satjdown. He contended that it . 
sbeuld Wfe establish the Catholics jn Ireland f v^s untrue to say we were a divided pen* 
Td that he would say, that we might, if the pie. lie Awi^gposed the cathohc im.a- 
pose were similar {o that of Scotland. Let sure, beJiuse he tljougbt it pfegnant with . 
the learned lord itfct£ what he thinks of Ute the utmrot danger tp the constitution ; ] 
case of Scotland* Wjjjy did he propose for, £jttfcring^ completely from hi* nob)? 
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friend on this subject, lie owufed that he port.— -In that part of the noble bafou's(lard 
had always understood that Protestantism Grenville) speech, in which he had again 
and c ivil liberty wore asP inseparable as po- brought the ^ihject of Catholic Emancipa- 
perv and civil liberty were iurom pa tibia, lion under the consideration of the hou?e. 
This country must ha\e an established with that strength of* expression so pec^Kar 
church, if it wished to preserve religion to his lordship, he had reprobated^htf idea, 
and morals? and wh t church was prefer- in a free country**)! 'abutting thedooprjfainst 
able to the Pr’cr^stantP the claims ofanyofhis majesty's subjects, and 

Lord Rtdesditie was adverse to any fur- he had charged hyn, as weU as«-3ther noble 
ther'concessiuns 10 the Irish Catholics, not lords, with having held ^kelanguage of per- 
so much on account of the objection he en- petual exclusion. From that charge the noble 
tertained against the Catholic religion, as earl said he felt it necessary to vindicate him- 
because there were certain political opinions self. He had spoken his sentiments under 
, which these Catholics held to be relit; the impressions of his mind, according to 
These opinions they adopted m couse- h 1^4) resent view of the question ; impres- 
quence ot their alliance with a frilling poli- .slum which, he was ready to acknowledge, 
licdl party in Ireland, and to the influence were sufficiently stron/f to induce him to 
of that pailvjnight be attributed jt!J t lied is apprehend, that he might not see the day 
turbauerd whuji had so long agitated Ire- when he should be enabled to change them; 
land, and also all the, difficulties v hie hut the arrogance ot assuming a political 
_srnnd i» jJjfiivay of a ttfTffpleie conciliation foresight to the extent of saying “ the time 
oTthe“Uatholics. Between the Catholics iic\pr would come, 1 " was not justly imputa- 
of Ireland and those of this country, thei Me to him. The noble earl said, he would 
did, the notJle lord observed, exist a nia- shortly advert to what had fallen from him 
terial difference in this respect. liut he upon the motion for amending the Address, 
was sorry to perceive that of late years the as lie had been so particularly ulluded to 
English Catholics seemed to h.i\e adopted by the noble baron. Upon that occasion, 
too much of the political character of the lft referring to the charge that hud been al- 
lfish Catholics, notwithstanding the pru- ledged against his majesty's ministers, of 
dent and laudable resistance of some o having, tor electioneering purposes, exci- 
tbeir leaders. ^\s the best means of more led the cry of “no popery, 0 be had neither 
closely cementing the connection betwcei attempted to exculpate them from the im- 
Ir$laud and this country , the noble Ion pulation, nor had he concurred with those 
earnestly recommended tlie speedy adop- by whom ths charge was brought forward, 
tion measures to strengthen the lie had stated it as Ins opinion, that other 

Protestant establishment in Ireland? which circumstances had occurred, so obviously 
he though^ in a very precarious state at pn - calculated to produce a general discussion 
sent. The? difference between the Catholic of the Catholic question, that it was not 
religion in the twocountricshe conceived l< iKCcs»ary to look beyond them for the pub- 
<be this, that in England it was felt to be a lie feeling that had been manifested. — The 
tolerated religion, while in Ireland it was attention of' parliament, and of the nation 
the rival of the Established church. at larg( , half been drawn to that question by 

The Earl of Buckinghamshire , in rising the explanation liis majesty's late ministers 

so late an hour, said, that he fell the ne- »ad thought it their duty to give, of the 
•cessity of apologizing for trespassing upon differences that had led to their removal 
the patience of the house; but the uuex- from office. By that explanation it appear- 
-pected turn which the debate had taken, ed, that there was a party in" this country, 
and the observations that had been made composed of individuals highjy lespec table 
uiipoti the sentiments he had delivered 00a for their property, cl.aiacter, and abilities, 
former occusion, rendered it impossible who were determined to exert every iu- 
for him to discharge his duty by a silent flat nee they possessed for the purpose of 
•vole. The subject to jjvhirti their Jord- obtaining the repeal of those laws by which 
ships' attention had principally becrx direct- he Catholics were restrained from holding 
ed 4 had little connection with the real certain slices civil and military, as well 
-question, viz. “The Act of Indemnity 1 he the capacity of sitting in padiament; 
shouldf liowever, so larv ae] to it as to and that, in conformity to the opinion cn- 
<fl|clare thaf, in bij-Jibinion, tlif ministers lertained by these distinguished persons, a 
had made out their case, and tpLsequently large majority of thg king's late min isteis 
thstjE the propo^c^bill should have ( ^j* sup- bad represented to his m‘ajesty^ 4 Thaf,ip the 
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44 event of their continuance in office, they J the application of the Catholics for the ex- 
“ must hot be understood as being restrain - 1 tension pf the elective franchise, had, in 
44 ed from submitting, from time to time, the year 1792 , rejected their petition by a 
44 for his majesty’s decision, such measures great majority. It was conceived by the 
44 'rejecting Ireland, as the course of cir- members of the Irish house of commuus 
44 'cumtaiuct's should appear to require at that time,— gentlemen fully .capable of 
or, inThMr words, that fllcir system for. understanding, and thoroug^f" deposed t® 
the govemWnt Of Ireland would be found- pursue, the interests of their country,— 
ed on the principle of further concessions that an acquiescence in the prayer of Hiat 
to the Catholics. With such a system, thus petition would be productive of conse- 
openly avowed, attended by communica- quenc es the most fatal to the peace and 
tiona, intimating lo the people of this coun- happiness of Ireland. Unfortunately, how- 
try that it was directly at variance with the ever, for those who entertained that opi- 
sentiments of his majesty, was it possible, niou, an influence prevailed in the British 
the noble earl asked, Ithat the public mind c abinet, sufficiently poweifu! to counteract 
should not be agitated with the Catholic it. — The Catholics, having failed in their 
question? He should not however regret appeal to their own parliament, sought re- 
that discussion, because the advantage that lief from flit* hands ol the English govern- 
resul ted from it appeared to linn of con- ment. They elected their representatives, 
sidhrable importance. The sense of t lie they prepaied thcu£petitioii, audl the dele- 
people of England being now known upon gates from their body were dispaft'heh to 
this question, the conscientious obligations London, and were received by his mtt- 
of duty' by which his majesty was actuated, jesty’s ministersiu a tnanfffcrwbteli. strength-/ 
would not now b« Consideied as the exclu- enrd by the most cordial assurances of sup- 
sive obstacle to what is called 41 Catholic port, left no doubt upon their minus, of ulli- 
cmancipation.” The rejection of the Ca- mate success.— Under these circumstances, 
tholic petition bv the Irish house of com- the alarm and irritation of the Proteslaut*. 
mons m 1 / 92 , followed, as it had been, gentlemen of Ireland was indescribable, 
by the act of the succeeding year, was ad- They were perfectly alive to the danger of 
dueed by the noble bfron, as an instance of acceding to the expectations of the Catfoo- 
t he little reliance that was to be placed lies; but they fell their contifitfnce in the., 
upon any determination that might be support of the British government, in the 
taken upoTi such a subject; and he had event of a struggle for politiew^power, ’ho 
been pleased to call that measure 11 a hasty far weakened as to render the ’Wane too 
decision." The noble carl said, he cpuld precariousto be hazarded. They^were 
not hear a reflection upon the Irish parlia- sensibleTlTaf something more thaij deference 
ment without rising in its vindication. He was due to the authority of the minigers 
had witnessed its proceedings Irom 1778 of the empire, Upon such a subject ; they 
to 17 £H» and he would venture to assert that saw the necessity of ^compromise ; .and the 
no public assembly ever pursued^he subsUn- act^of 1/93, in which they sought to con- 
tiai interests of the people with wore aasidui- ciliate their Catholic.cuuntrymen by the 
ty, ability, and success, than the Irish parlia- most, liberal and extensive indulgences, was 
ment had done during that period ; nor had Phe consequence. — The satisfaction, how- 
any country within the same time, and with ever, of the Catholics, for the libefality of 
the same means, risqp to a higher pitch of that act, in which every thing that had - 
wealth and prosperity: but whilst, with been asked by them had been granted, was 
thA energy which real patriotism inspired, not of long duration; the influence which’ 
the Members the ^rish parliament were had operated upon the British ministry 
urging their claims to a free trade, and an continued its activity, and a most respect- 
independent legislature, the situation of able nobleman (lord Fitzgdlliam) was sent 
their Catholic fellow subjects was not over- over to Ireland under impressions respect** 
looked,— many, if not all, of the most se- ing the policy do fie adopted in that cgun- 
vere restrictions of the penal cojje having try, the disclosure of which had created 
been repealed.— The noble earl said, this the greatest ararm.^-Does the noble baron . 
brought film more particularly to the cir- beKeve that the Protestant gentleman thpn , 
comstance mentioned 'by the noble baron. considered|flI?Tt[jectioii of the Catholic,, 
It was true, he tmsfefved, tljpt the Irish bill in«17f£ 44 a hafcty decision?” The * 
house of comfhorili determined to marlf, noble earf £id, he cou^d assure him/ a 
in the strongest manner ^ keir opinion jOn very different Sentiment prevailed: it was 
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Evident that they had mined nothing by all 
(ha concessions that had been made, but 
that, on the * contrary *, they had given 
power to men who, at might naturally 
have been expected, were using it with a 
view to further acquisition. Much as had 
been done by the act of 1793* the state and 
the parliamenftiqd been preserved in the 
hands of .the Protestants.— It required no 
great sagacity to foresee that the measures 
..proposed by lord Fftzwilliam would have 
‘transferred the whole ( authority of the 
country into the hands of the Catholics : 
and, with such a conviction on the minds 
bf those who were likely to constitute a 
majority in the Irish parliament, accom- 
panied by a declared resolution to resist 
She proposition of the government, it was 
judged adviseabje to recall lord Fitzwilliam : 
$Ut the mischief had unhappily been done. 
jjr hf rnthn 1 disappointed and inflamed,*] 
were clamorous in their language, and vio- 
lent in their qondug); ; and when so large a 
proportion of the population of the coun- 
try wan in such a state, it was not difficult 
lor the jaco bins of every persuasion to avail 
themselves of it, for the purpose of per- 
fecting that system of rebellion which they 
bad long meditated, and which, though ori- 
ginating in Jacobinical principles, revived 
in its progress att the ancieqt sources of 
discofq/ And, previous to its termination, 

* was not to b d distinguished from the san- 

guinary contests in which the Protestants 
and L’gpfsts bad formerly beeq opposed to 
each other,— When the rebel lie sup- 

pressed, the subject of a legislative union 
was ^brought under the consideration of 
his maesty's ministers, it being evident 
that the connection 'between the two 
kingdoms could not be maintained without 
a material alteration *in the system. The 

* admission of the Catholics, intq the, 
Irish parliament was deemed wholly in 
compatible with the preservation of the 

. Protestant establishment, apd tjheir exclu- 
sion from it iibt favourable to ilie public 
' tranquillity , ^nder this impression, it ap- 
‘ jpeared to many persons of consideration, 

’ that fc" parliamentary uniorr furpishec) t^e 

* onhjr means, bj &hich Ireland could be 
governed consistently with the pnncWes 

tWe^British; constitution^ as established 
t ^'Revolution, and it wty cqp ijRTWSft 
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might be disposed to attribute the operf- 
ralion of local passions and prejudices ; 
and when, by tbe abolition of the close 
boroughs,, and the eflect of a popular repre-. 
mentation, they might expect. to. obtain 
influence upon the members from tjywr own 
country, fully adequate to the prduptfyo of 
their persons and property, and/the seou? 
rity of their interests, in v&atcW shape 
they might be brought before parliament. 
In Ibis opinion, the noble earl said he h*d 
concurred, and upon being consulted by 
Mr. Pitt, had expressed himself to tbat,ef- 
feet., With reference tQ that part of the 
pqble baron*s speech, in w^ich he had in- 
timated to Cheir lordships his convictiop 
that no pledge had been* given to the Ca- 
tholics, by Mr, Pitt, the noble earl said lie 
was enabled to add his own testimony. Me 
had been called upon by him with other 
persons belonging to tbe parliament of both 
countries to prepare, under his instruct 
tious, the articles constituting the beats of 
the Union. He could confidently assure 
the bouse, that, so far from any pledge to 
the Catholics being in contemplation at 
that time, tbe subject was not even intrdr 
duced as a topic for discussion; and he 
would add that, if Catholic emancipation, 
as* it is called, had been considered as U 
necessary consequence of tbe measure, 
that he, as wylj as many pf its warmest ad; 
vocates, would certainly have opposed it. 
He would ask whether any member of hi* 
majesty's government bad ventured to 
state *in the parliament of either country* 
that such a consequence was likely to 
follow from the Union P-^He would put it 
to the noble barqn, whether tbe confiden- 
tial servants of the king bad prepared his 
mind for such g result ?. How, then, cppjd 
it he supposed thaf M** Pitt bad held out 
spelt an expectation to tbe # Gafbolics P The 
noble eqrf sqid,b$ «a*so ranch satisfied to 
the contrary, aqd was called upon by 
tbe respect be bore to 1 14 *. fid* 8 memory 
to say sq, tfist be p?tt»wded, his sub- 
sequent conduct, upojp that was 

governed by cpqsid^i^tjQns, that bqd not 
ut$l after tbp upwu of w 
ktuj** tyd q^llij h*en c«jfM w,toe»e- 
cuUwj.^rTJ^ OpbJtf Wfl lM>?»te4 
,U». ftjitMipA of U>»% *»«&£ tbe 
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—He agreed wjth the noble ford who had made bit. election tq fenre fpr the latter ' 
just eat down, that nothing would be place. — The chancellor 6f the exchequer 
gained by the proposed concessions ; that brought down the* following, message from 
there were other objects lurking behind, the king: “G. R. His majesty being d*. 
infinitely more important in the eyes of the 44 sirous that the house called The Queen’s 
Catltaljcs,* and that what the noble baron “ House at Frogmore, with certain grounds 
, h^as^nmended would, \i acceded to, be 44 thereto belonging and adjoining, should 
p oducmetof no permanen tad vantage, w hat- u be secured to her maj for her lUr 
ever effect Jt giight have in raising the ex* 44 and the lives of the princesses his ma* 
pectationf, and adding* to the power of “ jesty’s daughters, recommends it to hi# 
those, whose advocates bad never been u faithful commons to, enable his majestir 
qble to state a limit to their demands, and 44 to grant and settle the same, in such 
whom there was no hope of satisfying but 44 manner, and With such provisions, as 
by the complete saorific# of our establish- “ may most effectually accomplish the said 
meat in church and state.— The noble carl purpose. G. R.” Referred to a coot-* 
concluded by expressing his concern that mil tee of the whole house. — M r. R, 
the noble baron should have signified an in- Dundas brought in a bill to enable the 
f tent ion of withdrawing from parliament if East-lndia company to raise money \ipon 
.iheir lordships should ad her# to their former Bond instead of increasing their captt#& 
.resolution upon the Catholic question. He stock; which wjs read ftie first time.-** 
trusted the noble baron would not retire^ The house, on the motion of the chancellor 
.from the service of his country at a time of the exchequer, resolved itsfer/ into a 
whan abilities like hiscould not be dispen- committee of supply, to which the report 
md with. It was a time when every man fiom the committee Appointed to prepare 
ought to be at his post ; and he considered an estimate of the charge of the pay aqd 
that of the uoble lord to be his place in clothing of the militia of Great Britain and 
the housp. of peers. Ireland was referred. The following sums 

JjL>rd Grenville disclaimed all intention were then voted : for extraoidinaries of tk# 
of substituting a Catholic for a Protestant army .incurred from 25th December 1 8Q5, to 
establishment in ^reland : no man wpuld 25th December 1 806, and not provided (or 
more decidedly oppose such a proposition, by parliament, ^93, 7 10/. Or. 8 d.; Army 
if it could possibly be made. ,extraordin*nes for Great Britain for the 

The flarl of Westmoreland observed, that year 18Q7, 2,96 0,000/. » ditto for Ireland 
when be was lord lieutenant of Ireland, if 600,000/. It was also voMt, that a ‘prp- 
concessions were made to the Roman vision be made for the pay and qlolhing of 
Catholics of thgt country, those aonces- the jgjh^iyjgfJSmgland and Irelaiffl, and a 
sions were authorised by the king and by provtstot^or the allowances^to serjpauU 
the ministers of this country. As to the majors, adjutants, and subaltern offiper# of 
other principal point that had been urged in militia in Grfiat Britain. The house them 
debate, the dissolution, parliament had al- resumed, and ihq report was ordered to 
ready come to a decision ton that head. Jpe received fo-morrow. — The Chancellor 
He should, therefore, leave these questions of the Exchequer, rose to propose a Lot* 
their lordships’ consideration without any tery or Lotteries, in which the ticket# 
observation on his part.’— ' The question wul should not exceed 100,000, at 10/. a tic- 
then put and carried in the affirmative. ket. There had been a suggestion made to 
Ti'.r'T * the treasury, that it might have a better 

• Vousk or commons. - effect if the prises in the first. lotteries of 

t % Monday , July 13. the year were to be paid in lottery ticket* 

[MiNVT^.] New writs were ordered instead of money. Opon this subject they 
for Dorchester, in the room of the lion, had come to jio resolution, but bethought 
C, A* Cooper, who had accepted the place it proper to inform tig; ^committee of tbg 
of clerk of the ordnaqce ; fqr Grantham in suggestion. He therefore proposed that 
the coqm of Mr. T. Thorotop, who bad |tlfc If rm of* thl treasury should be.autJgH* 
accepted t^e place q( the cfo#\of the deli- (rimed to contract with such person# as wei# 
Series ^f the qrtjpanc#; for Yqughal, in the [disposed te bid for a lottery or lotterfo* 
A>oqi of lo^djipyfo, paUed u,p*tq tbebou^e ’containing 1 00,000 tickets. Ttys rqftQfov 
of yeer# ; pod for S|. Maw.es, in the room Mon wag agreed tp. • 

> ofcoiouel Skbi(4hy», who towing been also rDarac* of •the Country.] )|tv 
returned for t be borough qf Flint, •badj Waiitifyd brought up^isbill for promoting 
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•dd encouraging Industry amongst the La- 
bouring Classes, and for the better Regula- 
tion mid Relief of the Necessitous Poor ; 
which was read a first timh. On the ques- 
tion that the bill be read a sec ond time, fae 
expressed his regret that he should not be 
Oble to bring^forward the second reading 
on the day onS^jch he had at first pro- 
posed, because he felt himself in the same 
situation with several other hon. members, 
tfho would be obliged 'to attend their duties 
as country gentlemen, at the Quarter Ses- 
sions and at the Assizes. Being upon hislegs, 
he wished to take that opportunity of ad- 
verting to the very alarming situation of 
public affairs, and putting a question to the 
right hon. the chancellor of the exchequer 
Whether it was o in the contemplation of his 
majesty's ministers to submit an immedi- 
ate proposition to the house, founded upon 
the distressing circumstanfgs- in which the 
fate calamitous intelligence from the conti- 
nent shewed theworhi in general, and this 
Country in particular, to be placed. If any 
inch proposition were intended, he trusted, 
tli at it would not be brought forward with- 
out proper notice, and that the right lion. 
geUi. would not think of discussing a ques- 
tion of so much importance, whilst a large 
proportion of the members of that house 
would be necessari]y absent/ ’ ’ 

4 The Chancellor vj the Exchequer , in reply 
to the hon. gent., rose to do that, which it 
had previously ween his intention to do, as 
aooo as that lron.membfr should have sat 
down ; namely, to give no tiK- n the pr to f 
hts nqble Iriei^cl , the secretary of state tor war 
and Che. colonies, to bring forward a friction 
On Friday pext, relative to the military state 
Of the country. Hesbotfld be sorry, therefore, 
that the observations whidn had fallen from*) 
the hofa. gent. should induce the house to sup- 
pose, that Friday was an inconvenient day for 
that purpose. He could sec no reason why 
h» noble friend might 4 not on Friday open 
his plan tb the house, because that plan 
towld not %e! earned into effect without a 
mu, in : the various sieges of which there 
Would be frequent opportunities, during the 
course 6fnexJbweek,of discusingits merits. 
But if it should bes tte fcelirig of the house, 
drmvect the wish of the hoty gent, himsety, 
that tb^Kriotion of fats tioble friend Should 
fad #efer#*d to Monday } he had^no hesita- 
t$|b to «ay, that Jiis noble friend would not 
fivef fly objection to put off his motion to 
tjbat day* If, Vm the contrary, thb house 
&ou)d feel that no iiic&nvemenGfl wduld 
ffom having thq, general ex portion of 


the plan mgde oh Friday, under anunder- 
stunding ttyat it would be to be dismissed in 
detail, after the introduction of the rrieasure 
founded upon that exposition, lie availed 
himself of that occusioh to give notice pf/ttfe 
intention of Ins noble friend, tfcf bring" for- 
ward the motion -on Friday. f y* 

Mr. Whitbread, though desirojus^of being 
present ‘at all the stages of stf* important a 
question, did not feel disposed to' object to 
the course proposed by the right hon. gent. 
Rut he begged leave lo submit, whether the 
proposition of tfte rfoblfc lord might not be 
made on Friday,* and the discussion upon it 
adjourned t6 t lie Wednesday following. 

Lord Hawick expressed his entire acqui- 
escence in the arrangement proposed by the 
right hon. gcnt f J aud declared himself per- 
sonally obliged to him for his early comrtiri- 
niratiOn to liiin ctfihV; intention of the noble 
lord, respecting the important motion which 
ho wag to make op Tiiday. lie wished to 
be informed, whether, as there was eVery 
appearance rit engagements having been en- 
tered into with foreign powers, it was like- 
ly that any communication would be made 
to the house on the subject of such engage- 
ments at an early day ? This question he 
put, because he thought it important that 
the house should have soeie information up- 
on the subject, but if the right hon. gentle- 
men opposite should consider it incompatible 
with their sense of public duty to give an an- 
swer, he should not press the matter further. 

Mr. Secretary Canning replied, that un- 
doubtedly certain engagements had been en- 
tered into with foreign powers, and that it 
had been the intention of his majesty's mi- 
nisters not to suffer parliament to separate 
without making a communication upon the 
subjt ct. These engagements had, however, 
been contingenf, and ministers had thought 

better to defer that communication for 
a short time, in order to ascertain whether 
the .contingency upon which the engage- 
ments depended would take place. It never 
had been tho intention of his majesty's 0 
government to suffer the present session t£> 
elapse, without making a communication 
to parliament ; And he had reason to think, 
that early in the next week, he should have 
the authority of his majesty to make a com^ t 
munication on that subject to the housfe. 

[Roman^atuolic College at May- 
nooth .] Mr. Foster said, that with Inspect 
td the grant *to the 'Roman Catholic semi- 
nary at Maydodthhe had given notice that' 
hb would movl for the <nrdiiftry grant 'of 
8000/. ;but notthen^hinkin^the^dditiona? 
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rant of 5000/. necessary, he had said that 
e should not move for it. He now rose to 
give notice, that he should not for the pre- 
sent year withhold his consent to the addi- 
tional grant, as it laid appeared, that the 
building depending on such money had been 
airily ' v «mmienfed ; at ^he same time he 
wisbecPilVi be distinctly understood, that 
he did noj now supporting it, at all 
pledge himself to support the said grant at 
a future period, the propriety ot continuing 
which he thought a matter of great ques- 
tion, as it went to no less than double the 
Mayuooth establishment. 

Mr. C\ Wynne ^aid, that as the right 
lion. gent, had thought it proper to decline 
pressing his otjj&tioiis to the additional 
grant, he should not think it necessary to 
move at present for the documents which 
would go to substantiate the claims of the 
Maynooth establishment, to that additional 
grant. He should therefore withdraw the 
notice he had made to that effect. 

Lord Hawick was extremely glad, that up- 
on further consideration the right hon. gent, 
had thought it wise to abstain from a mea- 
sure that must naturally have proved of the 
most dangerous and mischievous tendency; 
nor could he think, that the right hon.] 
gent, had so satisfactorily accounted forjhis 
change of opinion. 

The Chancellor of the Vx chequer rose to 
order, and submitted to the noble lord if it 
would not be belter to postpone all obser- 
vations of that nature until the question 
was regularly before the house, as,#if such 
proceeding was admitted, the gentlemen on 
the other side would feel themselves justi- 
fied in even U ing irregular while answering 
to such irregularities. 

Lord Uouich 'proceeded Uf observe upon 
the right hon. gent/s statement ; the right 
hon. gent, objected to the additional gram 
the other day, and now absented to it, be- 
cause he had learned what on the first day 
he ought not to him: been ignorant of, that 
4 he buildings lmd been already Jicgun, and yet 
the right hpn. gent., after assigning that rea- 
son, stated that he would for the future ob- 
ject to it, because it was in fact doubling the 
Maynooth establishment. If the right hon. 
gent, did not at first know that the buildings 
wer^ already begun, his ignorance of that 
fact could have had nothing^o do with 
doubling the establishment ; and if such a 
grant did double the establishment, the 
actual commencement of the building could 
• not be any argument why Ibe grant should 
be now acceded to. 


Mr. Foster rose to order, and insisted 
that it was quite unparliamentary to enter 
into the merits ofrany measure to bs propo- 
sed, of which notice had been only then 
given. 

The Speaker thought it better that any 
thing to be said upon the subject should be 
deferred to the time appointed for the dis- 
cussion thereupon, as ine subject was nqt 
then before the house. • 

Lord Flowick said,*that he certainly felt 
it. his duty to bow to the decision of the 
chair, at the saml time that he should take 
good care to enforce the strict exercise of 
the rule that had been now applied to him, 
and upon all occasions, for the future, when 
a notice was given, he would take care that 
that notice should not be followed up by 
any furtner question or comment whatever. 
He was certainly fully aware how trouble- 
some it must be to the right hon. gent, to 
have questions put, which it might not be 
convenient to answer. 

[Parochial Sc?Bool^ Bill.] Mr* 
Whitbread moved the second reading of the 
Parochial Schools bill. The question being 
put, 

i Mr. Davies Giddy rose and said, that 
while he was willing to allow the lion, 
gent, who brought forward this bill, every 
degree of credit for the goodness of his .in* 
tentions, well as-for hi stability and as- 
siduity ; still, upon the best consideration 
he was able to give the biH, flfe must totally 
object to its piiuciple, as conceiving it to 
be with mischief than ad- 

vantage to those for whose advantage it 
was intended, and for the country im gene- 
ral. For, before ver specious in jjieory the 
project might be* ot giving education to 
4he labouring clafcses ot the poor, it would, 
in effect, be found to be prejudicial to their 
morals and happiness ; it would teach 
them to despise their lot in life, instead of 
making them good servants in agriculture, 
and other laborious employments to whic& 
their lank in society had destined them; 
instead of teaching them Oibohlination, it 
.would render them factious and refractory, 
as was evident in the manufacturing 
counties ; it would enable them to read 
seditious pamphlets, vicious books, and 
publication# against Christianity ; it* would, 
render them insolent to their superiors 
and, in a Mew years, the result would 
Ahut the ^g^lature would find ittfiecopsury 
to dire<4 the strong arm of }Jbwer towards 
them, aid to furnish the executive magis> 
trates v|th much morg vigorous fowl ttftu 
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. 8 noW In fofq£. Besides, if thte bill 

vlere to past into a law, it, would go to bur- 
then tbe country with a most enormous 
And incalculable expence, and to load tbe 
industrious orders if Society with still hea* 
vier imposts. It might be asked of him, 
Would he abo&h the Poor-Laws altogether? 
He hari no hesitation to declare lie would ; 
for, although they relieved many persons, 
who were certainly objects of com- 
passion, they were also abused by coutri- 
buting to tbe support of idleness and pro- 
fligacy ; and he never could admit it to be 
just or reasonable that the labour of the 
industrious man should be taxed to sup- 
port the idle vagrant. This was taxing 
virtue for the maintenance of vice. He 
concluded by moving, that the bil>be read 
a second tune this day three months. 

Mr. Morris concurred iri^o pinion with the 
» bon. gent. r though be was not prepared to 
go the' full length of all his objections. He 
agreed, that tl«s establishment of a system 
•o universal, must entail upon the country 
An incalculable ex pence, at least Qs. in the 
pound upon the poors • rates ; and he 
thought, that as a national system of edu- 
cation, the expence should rather be paid 
out of the Consolidated Fund, than by a 
local assessment upon parishes. In Scot- 
land, be said,, the public charge upon the 
country was but 6000/. a year fur allow- 
ance's to schoolmasters for the poor, while 
the remainder was made up by charges 
upon tbe landlord and tenant, or by volun- 
tary subscription; while in EftgiSuufb sin- 
gle charitable society for propagating Gos- 
pel knowledge* expended 4.000/. a year, 
being two thirds of the whole public charge 
in Scotland. ", 

Mr. EUtson gave great credit to the hon. 
gent, who brought in this bill, as well for 
bis good intention in bringing it forward, as 
for bis care in circulating it for the con- 
sideration of the magistrates throughout 
the kingdom. It bad been fully considered ; 
but every "magistrate with whom he had con- 
versed, was decidedly averse to it, aud in-j 
structed their representatives to oppose it.He 
was convinced ibeogeration tff the poor-laws 
and the public ctiantable schools, already 
irf existence, were fully adequate to ame- 
liorate? tbe situation of the poor, fiul ifj 
te were schools to be built, ovided un- 
is tills bill, aud schoolmasters and mis» 
eserfiplqyed in 1 4,000 partslftc, the ex- 
4 pence must be enormous. f , 

Bourne wished the bill should 
: stand over to thelnext session, f Aud lie 



begged, in the mean timA, to suggest to the 
hon. gent, who brought it forward, that it 
would perhaps be better not to make the 
bill compulsory upon; all parishes, but merer 
iy to enable the overseers, with the consent 
of the vestry in any parish, to raised-by way 
of rate, a sum for the support ft schools, ' 
which they were not enabled K> do as tbe 
law now stood ; voluntary eti dilation was 
at all times preferable to compulsory ; and 
some measure of this kind, he conceived, 
would prove more effectual than the pre- 
sent. He must add, also, that the situa- 
tion of parish apprentices demanded the 
attention of tbe house. * Almost every ma- 
gistrate must have hearc^of cases of atro- 
city, with regard to their treatment, that 
ought, if possible, to be prevented. They 
were to be imputed principally to the com- • 
pulsory nature of the obligation to take them* 

Sir Samuel Romilly lamented the very 
different reception this bill met with now, 
compared with what it had experienced in the 
last parliament. He thought the bill ought 
to be allowed to go into a committee, where 
it might receive full consideration, and 
such amendments as might give it a fair 
chance of going forth to the country in a 
form less liable to objections. An hon. 
geu't. complained that c the poor-laws were 
abused for the maintenance of profligates ; 
but it was the very object of this bill to 
render the poor less profligate, and less in 
need'of eleemosynary support. He agreed 
with t\ie last speaker as to the importance 
of attending to the condition of parish ap- 
prentices. It wa9 the practice to seqd them 
to as great a distance as possible* where 
they had no friends who could attend to 
their situation. In'some parishes in Lon- 
don they werefc accustomed to send them to 
the distance of sdmA hundreds of miles, and 
\o contract witb the proprietors of the cot- 
ton mills of Lancashire, dec. for so many of 
them, who were seift pti in carts like ao 
many negro slaves. 

Mr. Rose Would be sorry 16 oppose the 
bill goiug into a committee, provided it was 
understood it should not pass this session, 
lie had no doubt that tbe poor ought to be 
taught to read ; as to writiug, he had some 
doubt, because those who had learnt to 
write well, were not willing to abide sit the 
plough, bit looked to a situation ii> tome 
counting hetuse. With resj>ect to tile pocc- 
rates, if they did not no iy exist, he would 
propose them^bec&use he thought that the, 
relief of the 1 poor ought not' to be left with 
the generous to tbe^xemptioh wf the miser. 
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I Mr. Lmhington supported the principle 
of the bill, and argued for going into a 
committee. In every country where the 
" Si *flpor were well instructed, they formed the 
better subjects in eveify point of view. This 
manure would rather diminish than in- 
crease thdwiooryetes, • 

Mr. K. rf vj/af felt the strongest pre- 
dilection Hfi«r*parochial schools, and cer- 
tainly agreed in the principle of extending 
information as much as possible among the 
lower ranks. The object however, for 
which he rose,, was to state in answer to 
the lion, and learned gent- over the way 
(Mr. Morris), that the expence was greater 
in Scotland, than what lie supposed it to 
be. The rates for the h bools there, w ere 
levied on the landlord!*, w^o resorted to 
their tenants for one half ; they besides 
settled a rate of fees from such of the land- 
lords as could pay them. 

Mr. Shilton was decided ]}■ against this bill, 
as going to indict a compulsory education 
on the country at a most incalculable ex- 
pence. At all events he thought that a bill 
of so much importance to every pari of the 
country, ought not to lie discussed in so 
thin a house, and in the absence of the 
magistrates and country gentlemen, who 
were the persons competent to throw she 
most light on the subject. 

Lord Miltmu expressed Ins surprise that 
any objection should be thrown in the way 
of the bill in this stage of it. lie replied 
to the argument, that those who had got 
some education would look higher, bdbause 
they were above the generality. This 
would not be the case if the generality of 
the lower orders were well educated. 
There must be a lower ord^r of people 
who must perform the manual labour of 
a country; and the better informed they 
wme, the bettor they would be in every 
respect. 

Mr. Wharton , in answer to the lapt 
speaker, begged lea^e to ask, whether the 
liable lord would have the ministers and 
chlrch wardens hold a critical examination 
in order to ascertain Vho were fit to be ex- 
alted to the couuting- house, and who were 
only fit for the .plough ? 

Mr. Whitbread replied, that the hon. 
gent., with his examinations, had chosen to 
attach a meaning to bis not#* friend's 
wqrds that had never entered his head. 
His noble friend liad intimated "that there 
must be a, loVer Order, and the better in- 
formed they WjEjre, the better tfiey would be. 
Thpre wouky^e no need §f fte hon. gentVs 
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examination. The thin& would settle it- 
self. With respect to the arguments about 
the absence of country gentlemen, and the 
Ibinuess of the attendance, they had no 
weight whatever with him. There were, 
questions which interested the passions of 
men, on which there wouldJ&e a great at- 
tendance ; there were othcils of the last itn* 
portance, of which he considered ttreprer 
sent as one, on which the attendance would 
always be thin, lie "meant to persevere, 
in order to have £ decision on the grand 
principle, and he would not pot off the 
matter when there were occurrences arising 
Jay after day fully sufficient to occupy the 
time that could be spared on any future, 
occasion. If the matter was not considered 
when it eras fresh in the mind* it would not 
be considered at all. All* the arguments 
for postj>oning it*were therefore futile in 
jsthe highest degree. If the matter were 
to lie over for ten years, it would not be 
considered till it wa^ pressed forward. 
What he wanted at present was to have 
this grand question decided, “ wbetber it 
was proper that education should be difftH 
sed among the lower classes, or not?" 
That the principle was sound, he was con- 
vinced ; whether the country was ripe for 
it, was another question. That it would be 
adopted sonje time or athe£, # be had* no 
dnubt; ii it was rejected at present, he 
could only conclude that* the c ountry was • 
not yet ripe for it. As t^RPabolition of 
the poor-rates, tlmt was at present ^out of 
the to the expence of edu- 

cation, it was stated by mandat a gseat 
deal more than it would actually amount 
to. All the lower orders had an education 
of some sort, good* or bad. It had been 
said that it might Be as well to teach them 
to play on the fiddle, «or to be skilful boxera. 
/This practice of boxing, by-tbe-bye, as a 
mode ofseltlingdifferences, he thought ought 
not to be discouraged, because it was much j 
better than the stiletto. But a fiddler or 
boxer would not be the worse for being able 
to write and read. At St. G/tesVtbere was 
an education ; children t were taught to 
pick pockets, aed to go ou from one degree 
of dexterity in wickedn4ts«to another, till 
theg came to thegallows ; and most of tb* 
unhappy erdhtures who* perished there, 
were such as^were unable to read or write* .* 
He advertea to the too great severity of 
our crimimil code, which he was coeyinced 
had not tne effect of diminishing the man* 
her of*cnfnes. Among the society ^calSii 
Quakers, aprime was altqpst unknown, and 
3F \ • 
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this was accounted for by their being edu- / benefit might result from general education, 
cat-d in their earliest years. The expence but said that benefit might cost top dear, lie 
here would be greater, it was said, than in wished therefore for some information as to 
Scotland. But Scotland was not so large the probable ex pence. ^ 

nor so opulent. He denied that the peo- IV1 r. Whitbread catf'ul not say hpw far the 
pie, if generally educated, would be averse parishes might be provided with, or be^er 
to continue the plough. On the con- stitute of buildings tliat .-might jf nswrflbr 
trary, the groUbd would be better tilled, schools. lii many parishes^ romd nut be 
masters better served, &c. The hon. gent, necessary U> expepd a shilling; that ac- 
then replied to the argument about their count. School-masters could be provided 
reading political pamphlets. When a no- at a very cheap iate f 

tous mob was assemble^, it was called ' tin The L'/irinrcllbrot't/ic Exchequer wished the 

illiterate mob. If one man bad knowledge, bill to go into a commit lee, with a view to the 
he would have a much better chance ol utmost fairness of com'i deration. It was the 
leading a thousand ignorant creatures to wish, unquestionably, /A every one in the 
mischief, than if they were all so far in. house to render the lower class* & ot the coin- 
formed as to read what might appear on in uuily better and happier. He feared how • 
bo.h sides ofohe question. Me th*n begged ever, that the jjind of education here propo- 
the house to lqpk at the situation of Ire- sed, though it might give learning, would 
land. There the combinations were formed not contribute much to ciithise industry, re- 
by the ignorant, where their ignorances ligion, or morality. He ieared a general lo~ 
made them the dupes of the wicked. Jn the gi&lulive establishment would injure and 
three kingdoms, ttye excellence of the po- destroy the voluntary establishment* Im- 
putation would appear to be in proportion public education now existing. He recom- 
to the degrees of information among the mended a commission of enquiry to ascer- 
lower classes. As to the vices of the tain the stale of charitable foundations for 
lower orders, which had been mentioned public education already established. A 
by an hon. gent., vices certainly did prevail commission ol that kind was now pvosecu- 
moi'e or less everywhere; but in those ting a similar investigation in li eland w itli-. 
places where the lower ^orders were most out any salary to the t^oimnissioners, and 
redo ark able fpx their vices the example was with hut \crv lew clei Us. When suc h a com- 
eet them by their superiors, who wi re gc - missiou should have ascertained wli**t had 
nerally more vicious than they. It was sa:d been already done, it would be tune eno.igli 
that the eflS&Poi the bill would be to im- to enquire what limber might be don. . 
pose ail additional ratc;,of a shilling in the He defended the principle of the poor-laws, 
pound. He answered, Tti^idt^^iwriiicl, it However the sy»tcm might abused, as 
would do atvay charities. It would do no such every large system must be liable to abuse, 
thing*. His aim was, to provide schools and it was a pioud characteristic of the nation, 
school-piaster 6 where they were wanted; that chanty was iueorpuiated into the legis- 
where they were not, the magistrates would latinv. The poor ol tins country had coii- 
have the power to suspend the operation frequently an interest in the maintenance of 
of the law. The business was committed it* constitution and independence, which 
to the magistrates, who were the most, the poor ol no other country had. He said 
proper persons to carry the act into exe- the education proposed would disqualify 
cution. The system of magistracy hud de- the* persons possessing it from the most ne- 
fects; but in what other country was there eessary, and useful dfscriptioii o> labour, 
a body so excellent? As to the suggestion The Quakers were mentioned as acla?S!HM- 
oftbehon.gem. (Mr.S. Bourne), he thought vei sally educated. The example streugfb, 
that hip own was the best plan ; but, how- ewed his argument ; for he never knew * f 
ever, he would rather adopt his voluntary an Agricultural Quaker, lie wished the bill 
mode than none at all. He had done his to be made as perfect as possible, though 
•duty in bringing this bill^forward ; ang he he did not think it advisable ultimately to 
should perse veremn til the hofcse should di- adopt it, and without a prospect of ultimate 
vide upon it ; and if they were to reject it, adoption/U would perhaps be useless labour 
be should nevertheless go away, convinced to improve the plan. * 

of jts utility, and conscious that it was re- Mr. Shdm Lefisvrc vindicated the crimi- 
jected only*because the house wife not ripe nal code by the many instances of the royal 
for its adoption. * 1 mercy that Appeared on different occuv 

The Marquis o^Titchfield thought much sions. 
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venting 1ft© extension o£ its operations to 
places in which there might be already 
establishments formed adeq&ate to the pur- 
poses of the bill , If it should be fo d, 
however, that the bill w as uot sufficiently 
strong in that respect, any emendation on 
that head would be best effqpted when the 
bill should be in a committee. — Mr. 
Whitbread and Mr. D. Giddy said aTew 
words in explanation, after which, the 
house divided; w henlthe numbers were. 
For going into a committee • • • 47 
Against it . • *3 


Majority 

The bill was then committed for the 2Ut 

instant. 


Mr. Whitbread said, that the instances of 
the royal mercy were the best proof of what 
he bad said . 

Sir. Jo/in Newport contended, that the 
code was sanguinar^, and that experience 
haij shewn that capital punishment could 
ifct annilulate Use crime of torgery. He 
contended*} fhpt the commutation of death, 
tli£ effhtbdp which wgs momentary, to 
6ome other punishment, under a prolong- 
ed life of lubour and degradation, would 
be much more effectual than the gallows. 

-—The gal lory, was then cleared ; but it was 
agreed that the bill "should he read a second 
time without a division. When strangers 
were admitted, 

Sir 7’. Turf on # spoke in favour of going 
into the committee, but 1)£ thought com- 
pulsory education unadviseable, when vo- 
luntary education was every-where establish- 
ing itself so extensively. < 

Mr. Simeon saw no good that could arise 
from going into a committee, and therefore 
opposed the speaker’s leaxing the chair, on 
the same grounds that he lmd objected to 
the second reading. 

Mr. Spencer Stanhope informed the house, 
that he had been instruct' d by the magis- 
trates of a very large and populous city to 
yEppose the bill ; i» fact, he had reason to 
/ suppose that the majority of the magistrates 
Und other principal inhabitants throughout 
the north of England were averse to the 
measure. The opposition which the lion 
member marie to the bill, he rested prin- 
cipally on the grouud of the difficulty which 
existed as to our obtaining a sufficient num- 
ber of schoolmasters, and on the imprac- 
ticability of compulsory education. 

Lord Henry Petty expresjed Ins differ- 
ence in opinion from those gentlemen who 
apprehended that danger might result from 
carrying the education of the lower order^ 
too far, as they expressed it. The mea- 
sure which was then before the house went 
no farther than bately to furnish youth who 
tvere destitute of all other means, with a 
certain soyree of obtaining a very plain 
and limited education. The magistrates 
in the north objected to this measure, he 
understood, on an apprehension that they 
would be compelled to erect schools, and 
go ta other expeuce, which would be in 
many parts unnecessary, as ftey already 
gossesiaclwithin themselves sufficient means 
of education for the childrefi of the poor 
in that pibt of -the country. It was to be 

• observed, However, tbatthA-e was accuse ■ Mio ^ ’ v y y 

in the bill jppsessly for the purpose ofpre- J between two squntnej, there was* 


house or lojids. 

Tuesday, July 14. 

[American Indemnity Bill.] Theif 
lordships went into a committee on this 
bill, in which lord Holland read an amend- 
ment, which' he proposed to substitute for 
the preamble. It was his lordship s object 
to place the indemnity in what be regarded 
ns its true light, and to shew that such a 
proceeding was a matter of more serious 
importance than was generally apprehended. 
The a mencUnen preferred to the^avigation 
act, the tonnage, and poundage, and reci- 
ted that part of tbftTbill of rights which re- 
lates to breaches of the l aw by the crown, 
and raising money witln^Wfte sanction of 
parliament ; an^^uoted the act of com- 

,, anc * on * er coun “ 

1 11 iu May last, in order toshqjy the ground 

on which the indemnity wasclairoed* The 
amendment w5s negatived in the committee, 
but lord Holland moved it again on the re- 
port, with the view that it might be entered 
on the journals of the house. It was then 
negatived also, and the bill was reported • 
without any amendment. 

[American Trade Bill.] On the mo- 
tion that this bill be read a second time, 

Lord Holland rose. He expected that some . 
noble lord in administration ^would have 
.stated the grounds on which the bill ought 
to proceed, however, as that had not been 
done, he should briefly .state the reason* 
which induced Jiim to approve of the 
siTre.. these wets cWelJ\the obviyus in- ■ 
, terests of the united states of America and 
I this countiy to cultivate a good understand- __ 
*ing and .friendship ; they had njore f tnte- 
rests in Common than any tw% counties, m 
the «woild. In etery friendly inti 
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Opinion, always a, mutual advantage : but 
this reciprocity of interest was most re- 
markable, as it existed between the united 
states of America and Great Britain. In 
the present eventful c risis, a good under- 
standing between the two c ountries must be 
important, rr&^nly to themselves, but to ail 
independent natibns, and this the enlight- 
fehed government of the United States could 
ftot but perceive. In different parts of 
Europe, in which it had been his lot to 
travel, he had often he&fd it asserted, that 
U was not likely the United Stales could 
jffifefeerve their present' independent govern- 
ment. ’He was of a very different opinion. 
The republican institutions of America, like 
those of every government in which a true 
spirit of freedom prevailed, contained ener- 
gies which were capable of being called 
forth to meet fcny difficult crisis that might 
bdeur, and all that he had beard urged on 
this subject, appeared to him to result from 
the prejudice^ of persons educated under 
arbitrary monarchies. Nothing therefore 
ebufd appear to him worse policy than to 
'wish to see any thing like disunion among 
the people of the United States. Indeed, 
the more powerful and the more wealthy 
tbey'became, the better would it be for this 
country. '‘As they become more populous, 
the customers , for «our man u faefu res would 
become 'more numerous, and increase, of 
riches would^ only give them increased 
means of consumption. Entertaining these 
Views, he was extremelyi^iappy to find that 
the present ad minis 5 thei r 

policy towards America, thought proper to 
foUosfohe steps of their predecessors, though 
mtfifljsrent conduct was to have been expect- 
ed from them, inconsequence of the language 
frHey had held when in opposition. * 

Earl Bathurst had n6t thought it neces- 
sary to address their lordships in support 
of this bil), as it was precisely the same as 
the act which had passed last year and the 
year befoife. He contended, that administra- 
tion acted with ift inconsistency in taking up 
{Measures as tffiy had been left by the pre- 
'•ceding government, though their view of the 
‘stitgfedt might have been different before they 
cameinto office. *Wth regard to the policy to 
Hfc pursued towards America, he and ,his 
1 colleagues had,4rota the moment they took 

. upon themselves the charge of .the govern- 
ment, resolved to pursue the system wbicji 

* had* devolved to them from theirtaredeces- 
ao>s, iiules? new circumstanced should 

* atffce to induce thCm to depart froA it.* 

fjord flartovsby argued otr t^i* atme side* 


in support of the consistency of the present 
ministers in this respect, and contrasted 
their conduct, when in opposition, with 
that of the noble lords now in opposition to-^* 
his majesty’s government. 

The Earl ot Lauder date contended, that 
nothing could b^more widely different thah 
the conduct of his friends, wk^ufiu opposi- 
tion, lrom that of the noble opposite 

to him, when they opposed the late udnn- 
uistraiioH. With smooth and gentle tongues 
they professed a readiness to support that 
government,- but with these professions on 
their lips, they resorted to every illiberal,' 
underhand, unmanly means, to subvert the 
power of those whom they were pretending 
to support. The very opposite was the 
character of thy opposition to which he was 
ambitious to belong * r an open, fair, liberal, 
and principled opposition ; and he trusted 
die never should expose himself to the dis- 
grace of belonging to such as the last, who 
were now in power ; but whose possession 
of power ought to be contended against by 
every man v\lio understood and cherished* 
the spirit of the constitution. 

Lord Mu [grave recollected that the noble 
lord had attached himself to a variety of 
persons both in and out of place,: but 
• had distinguished huntclf most by a dis* 
cipliut’d opposition to lus majesty’s govern- 
ment. f or lus own part, lie: had but one 
political attachment, and lothdl he gloried 
to adhere. If it was a disgrace to have 
belonged to any opposition, it was not for 
lum cAuctly to say to what opposition the 
term of disgrace belonged ; that must de- 
pend upon the sense and opinion of the 
country at large, and not of any individual : 
but late events had pretty clearly shewn 
what was the true leeling and opinion of 
the country. 

„ The Earl of Lauderdale said, lie did not 
mean any thing personal to the noble earl : 
for he could not indeed charge his memory 
with any thing the noblfe earl had ever said 
or done to distinguish his political conduct* 

The Lord Chancellor observed, that there 
never was an administt ation which had less 
occasion to complain of a factious and ha-r 
r&ssing opposition than the last. There 
was, in fact, ndtbmg like a systematic plan 
to oppose their measures, among any of 
those witlM'hom he bad the honour to act. 

“ All the Talents," as they were edited, were 
absolutely Without any opponents irt tliat 
bouse, or any where else he bmeved, until 
thqy began to V>pposetbemseh«s.<--Tbe bill 1 
was then rtad a second tittftA 
V.. 
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house or commons. thought that the compensation ought to bo 

Tuesday, July 14. provided for by y me more equal charge, 

[ftfiNUTEs.] On the motion of lord than one that fell wholly upo'n foreign im- 
Barnard, a new writ was ordered for the ports and exports, the fees being equally 
election of a inembA for the borough of paid upon impoits and exports between 
Bandon, in the room of lord Boyle, now Ireland and Britain, and Mr. Foster who 
edfl of Shannon^ Also for the election of answered the hon. baronet's objections, the 
a member fy/the borough of Tralee, in motion was agreed to. ^ 

the rocJh^wl^ir A* Wellesley, who had [Army Clothing astd Ageijcy.1 
made his election for the borough ot New- Mr. Cochrane Johnstone , with a view to 
town, for which also he had been returned, shew the practicability of very consider- 
—Mr. Long moved for leave to bring in a able savings in Army Clothing and 
bill to enable the trustees of the British Mu- Agency departments, rose to move for A 
seum to sell, exchange, or otherwise dis- number of papers which he had yesterday 
pose of, such parts*of their collection as given notice of his intention to call for, and 
were not adapted to the purposes of that to the production of which he did notwi- 
Institution, and to lay out the produce in derstand there was any objection. The 
the purchase of other articlqg better adapt- present mode of clothing the army, by con* 
ed to their purposes. The articles which verting the colonels of regiments into a spe- 
lt was proposed Ho dispose of, were ana- cies of wholesale tailors, was particularly re- 
tomical preparations, and other things of >piehensible. In the agency department al- 
that nature. The disposal of these articles, so, much unnecessary expence was incurred 
and the purchases to be made with the pro- On the whoIe f he was£on viqjced a saving of 
doce, were to be under the controul of a no less than 2 per cent, might be made 
committee of seven, at the head of which on the 2,000,000/. now annually expended 
were the lord chancellor, the speaker of on the army. The hou. gent, concluded with 
the house of commons, and the arch- moving, u That there be laid before the 
bishop of Canterbury. The establishment house, l. An accountof all sums of money 
wy placed on such a footing, that it issued to the army agents from the^fifth of 
vas calculated in every respect to answer Dec. 1805, to the 24th of Dec. lio 6; §pe- 
Jthe purposes intended by parliament, cifying the qjanies of those agents, the nutn- 
Leave was given to bring in the bill. — On ber of regiments 7)T the line, militia, and 
the motion of Mr. Foster, the house went fencibles, for which they ar^mployed ;and 
into a committee, to consider of the corn- the amount of the securiflesgiven by them 
pensatiou to be made for the fees of office* | for the faithful djg^ffarge of the trust repo- 
abolished in the department of the clstozm sed An account of all sums 

in Ireland. Mr. Foster stated, that the of money issued to each and to«every of the 
commission of enquiry into the Tees of of- army agents, ly way of compensation for 
ficesin Ireland had particularly recommend’ his trouble in the affairs of the dittsrent re* 
ed the extension of the retrenchment and giments of which he has the management, 
regulation of the customs fees adopted in tftid for any other public expeuces, from the 
this country to Ireland. 1 1 became neces- 25th of Dec. 180!T, to the 24th of Dec. 
sary, inconsequence of the adoption oi, 1806; specifying the several heads of service 
that measure, to make compensation to the for which the compensation is granted : A. 
officers whose fees were suppressed. Tjie An account ot all sums of money advanced 
amount of the cofhpensation to be paid monthly to tire army agents for subsistence, 
was about 100,000/. He proposed to raise tec. for what period theSfe payments are 
this sum by a tax of 6 percent, on im-lmade in advance, and th^names of the 
ports and exports, •with the exception of agents: 4. An account of the expence for 
imports and exports between Great Britain agency attending the 26 articles of the ab- 
and Ireland. The merchants would find stract of the army estftnfites for this year, 
this tax less burthensome than the fees, presented to this housdion the 14th 6f 
The produce would be about 90 , 000 /. If January, the names of agents entitled 
this sum fell short a little, the certainty to receive the same, and the amount paid to. 
and rrgplurity of the payment ^would com- <jach egeny 5. A statement of the mode 
pensite thewfficers for the trifling reduction, of issuina^he funds applicable t<9 the* Vo- 
He moved mceofrdingly, that such a com- lunteer service through the Office of the 
* Sensation te#granted. Afftr a short cpn- agetif- g4«eral, with an account of the*tae-* 

’versatioh bgiwe a sir I, Newport, who pence omha^ establishment from the lit of 
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June 1803, to the 1st of Jan. *180.5 ; spe- at the same time that it would be highly 
ci Tying the different heads under which the beneficial to the public. With respect + to 
tame has been issued f 6. Statement of the Agency department, that too bad been 
the sums expended in Great Brituin for the under consideration: but it was to be fear- 
Yolunteer service between the 1st day ol ed, tlin t no conpid6rable saving could be 
June 1603, and the 1st day of Jan. 1805 ; made in it, by establishing a general agency* 
specifying jjarticularly how much has been office, at least none stifficiqut to compcnsVte 
applied to tBe following heads, viz, at ten- the great convenience tfpt^^as felt from 
Sl&nce at drill, inspection, permanent duty, having agents chosen by the them* 
•itsotof drill serjeunts, adjutants, serjeants- selves, lie submitted to the hon. gent, the 
major, inspecting field-officers, brigadier-ge- propriety of waiting for the report of the 
nerals, majors of brigade, aides-de-camp, commissioners of military enquiry. If that 
&c. and clothing: 7« r An account of all report should not go as far as the hon. gent, 
sums of money to which the regiments ol wished, he might moVe any further step ha 
the line are entitled for clothing, from the may think proper. » 

25th of Dec. 180-1, to the 24th of Dec. 1805 ; Mr. Windham thought it best to leave 
specifying the number of regiments : 8. these matters to the cou'missioners of mili- 

A return of ^ the number of effective non- tary enquiry the first instance. Both 
commissioned officers and privates, on the subjects, the clothing and the agency, had 
strength of the regiments of the line from engaged much of the consideration of the 
the 25th of Dec. 18C4, to the 24tl> ot- late government, with a view to the practi- 
Dec. 1805: 9* A return of the number IrabiJjiy of some savings upon them, llis 

of effective officers of each rank on the inclination was very much in favour of the 
strength of the regiments of the line, plan mentioned by the right hon. gent, op- 
from the 25th of Dec. 1804, to the 24th ut posite, and that not so much with a view to 
Dec. 1805." economy, though that important object al- 

The Secretary at JJ r ar had no objection to so would be promoted, as in order to take 
the production of the papers, farther than the colonels of regiments out of the incon- 
tbat^the subjects they alluded to were gru<>tis situation iu which they were, nlaced 
now uiiicr the consideration of the com. while suffered to ac fe n» clothiei s to ihftr 
missi oners of military enquiry, who would respective corps. With respect to agency; 
shortly rep6r*l upon it. The Subjects weri that matter had been under consideration 
. certainly most important, and the utten- so long since, as when he had been in the 
tion of the .office and of his majesty's war office, and the result of the deliberation 
government were particularly directed to was, that no saving could be made by the 
them, with a view to mSWjt^g^yjtfHCtica- adoption of a general plan, sufficient to 
bl^ saving/or the public. Under the cir- compensate the loss of the convenience 
cumafances of the commission of military now afforded by the nomination of his own 
eoquiry^having directed its r investigation to agent by every commander of a regiment, 
the matter, and of its being necessary to Mr. Cochywe Jnhnst owe saw the strongest 
go tq a considerable ei pence for clerks »tu reason for the production of ihe papers in 
make out the accounts, be put it to the hon. the avowal oTso many official persons, that 
gent, whether it would be desirable to press^ the subject to which he called the attention 
the motion. of the house, admitted, at least, iu a consw 

Mr. Rote was confident that by adopting durable degree, of reform ; and that such re- 
the plan of clothing now iu use with re- form, though many yehrs iu contemplation, 
spect to the invalids, a saving of from was still not carried into effect. Probably, 
100,000// iJ+ 60 9 0 O 0 L would be practicable if he should omit to bring the yiatter before 
on the sum now expended on the clot hiag t' e house now,itwould*remain still to be said, 
of the army, which was frpm 800,000/. to after the lapse of some more years, that the 
1,000,000/. A plgn, suggested by the pay- reform was under consideration.— —After 
onager-general, b as uudeg the consideration some further observations from the secretary 
of Mg majesty’))*' government, with tha appro- at war, who said the saving even on the cloth- 
baiiou of his royal highness the commander- ing, wouk^not be bo considerable as some 
m-chief, for taking the clothil^g out of the expected; Mr. Windham who /gid, it waa 
Jbapds pf the colonels, allowing them a'ii- not so mubhto saving he looked, as Ipcov* 
beral compensation for the advantages they recting the incongruity of wmmog the celo- 
«| now derived from it; This q/rangement nels clothiefs ; and Mr. iUfohisson, who 
wot rid be more satisfactory to t 'm colonels, said that only a small paojjprtion of th* 
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20,000,000/. expended on the army, went 
through the hands of the agents, the whole 
sum that could with possibility be retrench- 
ed in this department, being at the utmost 
07,000/.; the papers v&re ordered. 

[Sinking Fund,] Lord!/. Petty moved 
order of the ijfay for going into a corn- 
mittet^ii for the appropnation of 

the Sintefeg*nind. lie .would reserve his 
observations till be should have heard the 
sentiments of the right lion. gent, opposite. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer eon tend- 
ed, that it was. improper and unnecessary 
to adopt this measure, or to come to any 
resolution upon it in the present session. 
He allowed that great benefit had been de- 
lived from the pause in taxation introduced 
with this measure ; but, in considering the 
further adoption of that repose in any future 
session, it would be proper to consider how 
far it was checked by betug burthened with 
an increased Sinking Fund of five per emit. 
The measure had been already adopted so 
far as was requisite for the ways and means 
of this year. What it would be fit to do at 

future period, would be best determined I 
by future circuimtduces. This measure 
proposed to compel the public creditor to 
recjy^ean advanced sinking fund oil a small 
ml i of Cnwdebt no\M| as a consideration for 
being deprived of the growing accumulation 
.)f the whole sinking fund at a future period, 
lly the actof 1 79‘J, it was provided, that un- 
less parliament should establish other funds 
pay the public debt, at farthe st in 4-5 
yeais, one percent, should be set askfle for 
that purpose at the Exchequer, sort hat it 
jnust be pajd, at all events, in 45 j^ars. The* 
present measure, therefore, iy making a- 
arrangement to pay off the dcbyin 45 years., 
gave the public creditor the veiy worst repay- 
ment that by law he was entnled to. The 
precedent of load Sidmoulh’s interference 
with the Sinking Fund, by no means went 
to bear out this measure. When lord 
Sidmoutb, in funditig 97,000,000/. at tfie 
elose of the last war, made a new arrange* 
mint of the^inking Fund, taking advantage 
of its produce for thftt time for the immedi- 
ate exigency, the public creditor was com- 
pensated by giving up the surplus over 
4,000,000/. a year, which would become ap- 
plicable to the current service in 1808. 
Here there was no compensat^m whatso- 
ever. Ig^ntered into a variety of state- 
ment to pipe, that, by the plah of the no- 
bla lord, .tfe most distinct disadvantage 
•would accrul to the public, *if they could 
aUw thenuwes tq be deluded by it, he 


deeply regretted that the ^expectation had 
been raised in the jountry, that during the 
period of war no greater annual loan would 
be required than 1 1 millions, an expectation 
which there was not the slightest possibili- 
ty of being realized, lie concluded by bo* 
ping that the house would not tome to any 
decision on the subject, but leave it in an^ 
unprejudged state for the consideration tbf 
another session. 

Lord Henry Petty replied to thechancel- 
lor • of the exchequer, and asked, how he 
c:5uld call upon the house to defer its opi- 
| i»;c n on a measure which was contingent on 
another which had been passed by the le- 
gislature, and received the pointed appro- 
bation of the king ? All that was implied 
in Lhe resolutions which he intended to pro- 
pose was, that the house should express its 
determination thaly if the boon should con- 
tinue for the time proposed, then a be- 
nefit would be expected in return. He 
was not prepared to saj^that it would be of 
very material 'import if these resolutions 
should be postponed until next sessions; 
but then the same arguments that were 
now urged, might be advanced in favour of 
longer delay, and so on, until the house 
and the country felt the inconvenience of 
tiu legislative regulation having bedf agreed 
to sooner. The act of 1802 ^ad been Spo- 
ken of, but he woufif ask, did not the le- 
gislature then act for the advan tage of the 
public creditor, withou^flffEulously wait- 
ing until the indjprffidls that composed 
that ti tio n the house to in- 

terfere in their behalf? Tim principle 
upon which the sinking fund was mised, 
was, it was true, then broken in upon; but 
it was for the advantage of the public. An 
advantage to a greater extent would be 
reaped from the presfeut system ; it was by 
a regard to the security of the public cre- 
ditor, and a seasonable attention to his in- 
terest; it was by public security* and the 
facility of disposing*jof property in our 
funds that an immense cdpit&lwas drawn 
into the service of the public^!? was said, 
that the proposer of these resolutions only 
accelerated thq disorder in order that hie 
might apply the remed«;»but it was not 
rig|t that regulations slfould be adopted 
for general supply, so a<^> prevent any 
sudden emergency hereafter. Would eny 
man wish get rid of a plan for the better 
supplying#! this metropolis with previsions, 
merely recause we did not %ant. provi- 
sions Vt gsesent ? He did not say theteoc- 
actly tliilsanie individuals would hold tike 
' 1 • 
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itecfcat each tunye ; but still a Certain ge- 
neral good would be effected. It was cer- 
tain that a proportion of stock, amounting 
to the value specified, would be paid off in 
a given period. It was said, however, that 
contingencies were not provided for, as it 
waa seen that there was a vote of credit for 
3 millions last year. The different items, 
hdWever, of which that sum was composed, 
were* expressly stated, and .the house was 
then satisfied with tb 6 e statement. In fact, 
It never was asserted that the system which 
was now lobe proposed, would cover every 
extraordinary contingency, such as sub- 
tidies, arrears of subsidy, &c. But by the 
plan, as hat been already stated, a certain 
nun will assuredly be paid off in a given 
time : and i( ever there was a tjme when 
economy was t$ be looked tc particularly, 
it was the present, (uot economy as to a bu- 
ses, fbr in that they were all agreed,) btiuj 
economy as to the general management of 
the affairs of the public, and a serious con- 
sideration as to whatever would most tend 
to maintain the public credit. The country 
would; if these resolutions were adopted, 
be relieved from considerably increasing 
burthens for the present, and look forward 
witkeertain hope as to the future. 

Mr . Iflttekisson contended that the taking 
from the Sinking ^’und, even at the end of 
ten years, would be dTKi mi shing the security 
which the public ‘creditor now held ; and 
be consideretPtiftv^it would he in the high- 
est degree absurd toSi^lare now, that in 
ten years we would take^1w«mfdw*Mh^nking 
Fund, when it was absolutely impossible to 
foresaw the state of the country in ten years, 
whether^ it would be at peace or at war, or 
whether it might not be necessary then to 
add to the Sinking Fund; instead of taking 
any thing away from ifc 

Mr. Dftnt expressed his opinion, that so 
long as we were able to raise taxes sufficient 
to pay the interest of our loans, there was 
no necessity for the plan of the noble lord. 

Mr. H. sfddusgton defended the conduct 
of his notxfiP" relation (lord Sid mouth). 
There were some gentlemen who, if they 
disapproved of his conduot at the time 
that was alluded >o, disapproved of it $ub 
mlentio . He thought it really somewhatpx- 
traordmary thpt'aome gentlemen should 
. approve of what was said to give a breath- 
\ time to taxation, and yet W>t approve 
the resolutions that were tolbe moved 
|inpport df that system. * 

”r. Long declared, that he had anterfbmed 
‘ \ objections Xq the measure ji f thq no- 



ble lord in 1802, though he had deferred 
to the opinion of his late right hon. friend. 
He saw no reason for pressing the pr® r 
position of the noble lord opposite, this 
session. * 

Mr. Davies Giddy was so convinced of 
the radical truth of the nokde lord's origiiM 
propositions, that if he now^assed mo- 
tion, he should support it. same 

time, he saw not the utility of proposing the 
motion, when it was not likely to be acted 
upon. 

Mr. Van sit t a?’ t defended the plan of his 
noble friend, and thought that the time for 
requiring of the public creditors any sacri- 
fice was, when they had an advantage from 
the augmentation that had been made this 
year to the sinking fund. 

Mr. Rose, though he had entertained con- 
siderable doubts as to the measure adopted 
in 1802, had vet got rid of those doubts in 
consequence of the circumstances under 
which it had been brought forward. The 
plan of the noble lord was founded upon an 
accumulating debt, and a decreasing Sink- 
ing Fund, but the original plan of ins late 
right hon. friend was founded upon an in- 
creasing Sink ui“ Fund, and a decreasing 
Debt. — The question was then put f$P 3 £Vng 
into the committee, an J negatiwiif withoik 
a division. A ' 


not; SR OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, July i 5. 

[Min I’Tts.J 1 he .Speaker acquainted 
the lit«use, that he had received a letter 
from ldrd viscount Mahon, who had been 
returned ft* r YVendovcr and Kingston; in 
which his hardship declared, that he had 
made his elation to serve for YVendover. 
A new writ was ordered for Kingston, 
thus vacated.^— Mr. C. Wynne brought up 
L the report of the committee appointed to 
examine into the state of Criminal and 
Pauper Lunatics in Great Britain. The re- 
port was ordered to be printed, after a few 
words from Mr. Wynne, who said that <t 
had been wished to include Ireland sfiid 
Scotland in the measure advised by the 
committee, but that it had been deemed 
adviseable to leave any proposition on this 
subject, to be brought forward by those 
who were better acquainted with tbeevreum* 
stances of (hose two countries.— Mr. Hus- 
kisson brought in a bill for investing his 
majesty with the rights of the perra Aeone 
company, which was reaCd a/lirst time>- 
Mr. Hobhou&s brought up me report 6f 
the committee on the king's sassage, rela- 
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tive to the queen's house at Frogmore. On 
the motion for the second reading of the 
resolution, Mr. Adam signified his royal 
highness the prince of Wales's acquiescence 
in it. The resolutiqp was then agreed to, 
ncm . con.\ and a bill ordered accordingly. 
—A new writ wa6 ordered for Rye, in the 
of earl Cltficarty, whd, since his elec- 
tion]H|^d ac^pted the office of one of the 
joint postinasters in Ireland. — A new writ 
was ordered for Rye, in the room of sir 
John Nicholl, who had made his election 
to serve for Bedwin. 

[Roman Cathoi^c College at May- 
nootii.] The house having resolved it- 
self into a committee of supply, 

Mr. Foster , in •moving that the sum of 
13,000/. be granted for defraying the ex- 
pences of the Roman Catholic seminary 
at Maynooth in Ireland, entered into a 
statement on the subject. The additional 
sum of 5000/. by which double the usual 
number of Catholic clergy would be ecftica- 
ted at Maynooth, had been voted by the 
last parliament, on the recommendation of 
the late administration. On enquiry, it 
had been found that a considerable part of 
that sum had already been advanced ; that 
the buildings were in a great state of forward- 
that if therefore the vote was now 
/Reduced ts origftial state, the 800fl/. 
would be \ cry much infringed upon by 
these circu instances. Jt was on this ac- 
count that he now proposed the sum of 
13,000/. to be voted for these purposes; 
but he begged to be understood, as by no 
means pledging himself to repeat /ich a 
proposition in any succeeding yesiLf 

Mr. Elliot defended the condfoct of the 
late administration, in havi /g recom- 
mended to parliament the adoption of this 
grant of 13,000/. founded oi>, a petition, 
and expedient in every point of view, more 
especially when *the present state of the 
continent, by which the Catholics of Ire- 
land were precluded jrom obtaining educa- 
tion abroad, .was considered. But, even 
wire the continent in a different situation, 
weA it practicable far the Catholics to go 
over and receive a foreign education, it 
seemed to him to be a question easily de- 
cided, whether it would not be infinitely 
more wise and politic to afford them the 
same facilities at home. He trusted, there- 
fore, notwithstanding the intimation qf the 
right honft^uit., that parliament, would Qot 
in future reAse that which it wad on all 
haifffs agreeAat present shoigd be voted 
for Catholic instruction in Ireland. • 
Vol. IX. 


-Roman Cathofic College at Maynooth. {alt 

Mr. Hqwkins Browne thought his right 
hon. frienh (Mr. Foster) bad acted, on 
this occasion, with great 4iber&lity and 
moderation. He said, if he had been a 
member of the Irish pailiament, he never 
would have given his assent to establish 
such an anomaly as a college ^maintained 
within the realm, at the expence of the 
stale, to educate a clergy for the purpose 
of propagating a religion contrary and hos- 
tile to the state itsek; a religion which 
every member of that house was bound to 
abjure, before he ceuld take his seat ; a reli- 
gion of superstitious, intolerant, and perse- 
cuting principles, and which, however 
friendly he was to toleration and liberty of 
conscience, he was sorry to find so invete- 
rately rooted amongst so great a portion of 
the people of Ireland, and nbw cherished 
by the sanction of law. lift lamented ex- 
tremely, that there ivere so many Roman 
Catholics in Ireland, and would have no 
objection to agree to the establishment of 
parish schools ior their^education, in com- 
mon with Protestants; not like the Protes- 
tant charter-schools, to procure proselytes, 
but where they might be instructed in the 
fundamental principles of Christianity, in 
which all sects agree. But if the Irish Ca- 
tholics wished to educate their cle*^/? let 
them do it like thb Protestant-'ffissenters, 
at their own«cost, JrwteaS of* loading the 
Protestants of Ireland wnji taxes for the 
purpose of supporting aj ja Uape on thfcir 
account. 

Mr. Windham root expect that such a 
discusBitfh •woifkl have arisen on this sub- 
ject at this moment ; but sincc^t was p&rt 
of a settled plan of the present government, 
and the hon. gent, had taken the l#ad, he 
should hold it right *to follow the ship of 
the line, and get intp deep water. The 
hon. gent, had expressed his astonishment 
at the existence of such an anomaly as a 
Catholic college, for the education of a 
Catholic priesthood^ maintained by go- 
vernment in the midst^Tri^Jj^eland, a Pro- 
testant state. The best answei^ktbis was, 
that the case of Ireland itself was an ano- 
maly, where three-fourths of the people 
continued Cathfilics, notwithstanding all 
the legal cruelties, prosecutions, and pri- ^ 
vations for so jpaity buudreltaears, in order * 
to grind them into Protest&nm Was iP be- 
cause they revised to become proselytes to 
PnotestantisdF, contrary to the conviction 
of their coi^rciences, that they wgre tb hate 
no religion at all ? Jf they would conti- 
nue CathefTL-s, was it not better for the 

3G • 
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ftate that they should be |ood, enlightened 
mnd . loyal Catholics, than be left io igno- 
rance, barbarism, or disaffection, under the 
tuition of priests educated in a hostile 
country, of whose principles, or whose fit- 
ness to instruct the king's subjects, govern- 
ment knew nothing ? Was it not better the 
Irish Catholic priesthood should be men 
educated under the very eye of government, 
and *be of known character, attached to 
their native land, than men who imbibed 
their education and their political princi- 
ples under the auspices of an enemy ? But 
notwithstanding all that the hon. gent, had 
said of the gross superstition and barbarism 
of the Irish Catholics, he conceived it was no 
more than the gross religion of a gross class of 
people, and not one whit more so than that 
of a very great portion of the Protestants ol 
England ; and he begged leave to say, that, 
from every thing he could hear or experi- 
ence, the enlightened and educated Gatho* 
lies of this country and of Ireland were not 
inferior in principles, iu virtue, or talents, b 
any other description of men any where. 
There was nothing half so barbarous, even 
in the imputed superstition and intolerance 
of the lowest of the Irish Catholics, as the 
cry of 4 * no popery !” so recently set on foot 
throughout this country, by certain gentle 
mpn amSngst those oppbsite to him. 

Mr. PamblL sdid^hftjhcld fn his hand the 
Prayer Book usgd by the Roman Catholics 
in* Ireland,, of which, with the per 
mission of the he would read a few 

extracts, for the purpo^visbewing that tli( 
doctrines attributed to that bouy v* men were 
eiXher misunderstood or grossly misrepre 
seated. He accordingly read the following 
sections of that Book : — u 2. It is no matter 
of faith that the church cannot err either it; 
matters of fact, or in matter of speculated 
or civil policy depending on mere humar 
reason, these not being divine revelationc 
deposited in the Catholic church." “ 3 
If a General Council much less a Papa 
Gonsistory, sh_Qj)J^ presume to depose a 
king and, Jo absolve his subjects from tlici 
allegiance, no Catholic could be bound to 
submit to such decree." Hence it follows 
41 4. That subjects of the? king of Englan 
lawfully may/jftithout the least breach o 
auy Catholic p^nciplej renounce uponsoall 
the«teachingtMr ( practising The dot-trine o 
deposing kings excommunicated for heresy 
by any authority whatsoever, Ws repugnant 
to the*funjjamental laws of the vation, as in- 
jurious to sovereign pqwer, and as destructive 
to.peace and good governmental 6. It i. 


io matter of faith to believe that the Pope 
9 himself infallible." “ 7. Nor do Catholics, 
as Catholics, believe that the Pope has any 
direct or indirect authority over the tem- 
oral powers and jurisdiction of princes, 
lence, if the Pope should pretend to absolve 
>r dispense his majesty's subjects from their 
Uegiance on adcount of heresy orschj c 'irff 
ueb dispensation should be jain m^fnull, 
ind all Catholic subjects, notwithstanding 
iuch dispensation or absolution, should be 
till bound in conscience to defend their 
king and country at the hazard of their lives 
nd fortunes (as far sp Protestants would 
be bound), even against the Pope himself, 
should he invade the Aation." “ 9 As for 
the king-killing doctrine, or murder of 
irinces excommunicated for heresy, it is 
universally admitted in the Catholic church, 
find expressly so declared in the council of 
’onstance, that such doctrine is impious 
and execrable, being contrary to the known 
aws of God and nature." “ 11. It is a 
fundamental truth in our religion, that no 
lower on earth can license men to lie, to 
orswear or perjure themselves, to massacre 
their neighbours, or destroy their native 
country, on pretence of promoting the Ca- 
tholic cause or religion. Furthermore, all 
pardons or dispensations granted— 
tended to be granted, *lu order to any 6uCv' 
ends or designs, could have no other valiX 
dity or effect than to add sacrilege and ' 
blasphemy to the above-mentioned crimes." 
The book from which he had read these ex- 
tracts, the hon. member assured the house, 
was \p as general use and circulation in 
Irelandv^and was held in equal respect and 
veneration as the Common Prayer Book of 
England Vas in this country. He had 
quoted the.n for the purpose of shewing, 
that the Ro’nau Catholics of Ireland did 
not maintain any principles contrary to the 
constitution of this country. 

Mr. William Smith thought that, in an 
anomalous government, like that of Ireland, 
a Protestant government, taking from the 
large bodyof the Catholics all the tidiest of 
the country, was at least boimd to provide 
instruction for those Catholics. He thought 
it most expedient and politic, were it to be 
argued on that ground alone, that the in- 
struction of the Catholics should be in the 
hands of the government. Adverting to 
the doctrines contained in the prayer-book, 
extracts from which had just read by 
an hon. gent., he contend^! that^if sin- 
cere in thosf doctrines, ‘Catholics wer'S-en- 
litlcd to hold any offices of^rust. If they 
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were not supposed to be sincere, it would 
indeed be unsafe to rely upon them, even 
in social intei course- The word “ tolera- 
tion” had been very much abused on this 
subject ; and he protested against the false 
and unfounded idea which it had been at- 
tempted to convey by it, that those grant- 
to leration were superior to those to 
whoittyt had been grauted. lie adverted 
to the conduct of Catharine do Medecis, 
two centuries ago, who was herself a most 
intolerant persecutor, and the uuthor of 
the massacre of St. Bartholomew ; yet her 
last advice to her soq and successor was, to 
establish amongst his subjects freedom ot 
religion. She had trfed persecution in vain, 
was convinced of her error, and fully per- 
suaded that differences in religion could 
never be settled by force. 4V r hat was now 
done, was wise and prudent ; and it would 
be still more wise and prudent, if the pre- 
sent administration would resolve to do the 
same again, at a future period, and Vith 
a better grace. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer protested 
against the eniertamftig of any such belief 
as that he wished to withhold instruction 
from the llomau Catholics of Ireland. All he 
wished to do was, to protect the Protes- 
ngpMUibt the increased and increasing 
yKeiice <fcv*he priesthood. He confessed 
;<i e had opposed the extension of this grant 
4 during the lftst parliament- But lie now 
thought it better, as he believed he was the 
only person in his majesty’s government 
who had seriously opposed it, to accede to 
the proposition ot Ins bon. inend, \dLi his 
opposition should appear the effect of 
spleen, in endeavouring to maltf? this the 
only exception from the acccclmg to the 
grants of the last parliament. * He belie- 
ved, however, the present wu$ the lirst in- 
stance in which the house, on the applica- 
tion ol th$ party •alone, without any inves- 
tigation in a committee, had granted such 
an increase as was proposed during the last 
parliament. .Had t lie house gone into a 
committee, .was it possible it could have 
conffe to th^ resolution of extending the 
llomish priests in Ireland to double then 
present number? Whs this the way to ex- 
tend the Protestant religion in that coun- 
try ? Only 100 Protestant clergy were 
educate there annually, yet it was pro- 
posed to raise the number of Catholic 
priests to^Mmr times that number. The 
hon. ineinbdt for Norwich /v. Smith) 
had^ttuked as V these psqpsts Iftid been un- 
ifer the care V government. This was a 


mistake. • All that government had to do 
in the matter was, to bear the expence of 
the establishment! He subfuilted that if 
this establishment was to be increased, the 
least thing which could be done was, to 
give government some say in the institution, 
that they might know the manner in which 
the studies were conducted ; have the no- 
mination of the professors ; or, at least* in 
some shape or other, know that they* were 
not educating a society of Jesuits, who 
would not be suffered to exist in any other 
part of Europe. IVe ought to know, that 
the foreigners who might be employed in 
this seminary were not in actuul liostilty 
to us, and that they were not likely to in- 
stil principles inimical to us into the minds 
of those whom they were cabled on to in- 
struct. fie, on the whole, could not help 
thinking, that in increasing the establish- 
ment in question, we were not only sowing 
I rhe seeds of continuance for the Catholic 
religion in Ireland, but, in fact, were do- 
ing what we oould to foot life Protestant 
religion out of that country. The students 
of the Protestant church, a9 he had already 
said, only amounted to 100 yearly ; those 
educated by this eleemosynary institution 
to the Catholic persuasion, already amount- 
ed to 200 ; and it^was proposed^© double 
them, or to make* them ^mit^iffit to four 
times the nflmbcr** of -the Protestant stu- 
dents, thereby giving the Catholic religion 
a four-fold advantage opj^lhe ProtC6- 
tant. 

Lord II. Pefly,Ma raj if a Roman Catho- 
lic establishment in Ireland wi^ allowed, 
they must have an education ; ancL the 
question was, whether that education should 
be in Ireland, or outqf it ; or whether they 
should have any education at all ? If not 
educated in Ireland, tfie priests would go 
abroad for education, where they would 
fheet with tenets more dangerous to our 
constitution. The house would rdhollect, 
a priesthood must q& ist in Ireland, and 
that it would be best uncffci^ie encourage- 
ment and observation of goveraufcfcnt than 
under any other. The right hon. gent, 
had talked as if they were shut up from the 
knowledge of government: # but surely he 
knew there were five visit«s appointed by • 
act of parliament,* one of^hom was # the 
lord chancellor of Ireland, who were to 
make a visitation once in three years, or at 
any time oJ the requisition of tljp lord 
lieutenant ; /and, if they did their duty, 
could it*be supposed the establishment was 
not under^fhe controul of government? 

/ \ • 
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The arguments of the right hon.'gent. that 
there were only 100 teachers of the Pro- 
testant religion in the Oniversity of Dub- 
lin, while there were 200 Roman Catholic 
priests in the College of Maynooth, went to 
nothing but to strike a balance of igno- 
rance ; for* if there were not enough to 
teach the Protestants, it was no reason 
thfere should not be enough to teach the 
Roman Catholics ; they should rather en- 
large the Protestant teachers, than restrain 
or diminish the others, and let the educa- 
tion be open and manl$% and not clandes- 
tine and mysterious, as it had formerly 
been. If the right hon. gent, had wanted 
information, he ought to have called for it, 
by a motion, last session, when he opposed 
this measure. [The chancellor of the ex- 
chequer said across the table, that he had 
called for this information, though not by 
motion.] — Lord H. Petty resumed. It wag 
extraordinary on a subject connected with 
the national expenditure, that the right hon. 
gent, had not made a distinct motion. 
There was no paucity of the means of edu- 
cation for the Protestant Clergy of Ireland. 
There was Trinity College in Dublin, one 
of the most splendid establishments of the 
kin<l that existed, besides the Universities 
of Oxford and Cambridge. At any rate, 
if* the m£$ns jof instructing Protestant 
clergy for Ireland • tterV deenied too small, 
let not the means of instructing the Roman 
Catholic cldi^'.^jerefore suffer ; let it not 
be a contest whieff^ggs should be kept in 
the greater ignorance^fhtf. ]e v t it v be rather 
au emulation how to diffuse over the whole 
courtry, the greatest possible civilization 
and instruction. 1 

Mrl J, Leslie Foster (member for the 
university of Dublin) hoped, that after /he 
allusion that had been made by the noble 
lord to the place he had the honour to re- 
present, he would be excused saying a fe\& 
words bn the subject now before the com- 
mittee. Of the establishment of Maynooth 
College, as a<wnbstitution for St. Omer’s, 
he entire!) approved. lie did not himself 
remember the circumstances under which 
it was originally founded t ; but believed, 
from what he had heard, that 8000/. annu- 
ally were votedfjor the maintenance of 200 
students, an<p*g00 only. <The principals 
of that college had, however, now come 
forward, and asked of parliament 5000/. in 
addition, for the erection of buildings suffi- 
cient to lodge 200 students more. This 
he could not help thinking tvas^in effect to 
do no less than double the establishment. 


- Roman Catholic College at Maynooth. [324* 

As to the Dublin seminary, the excellent 
system of learning adopted there, had cer- 
tainly induced a number of the Catholic 
gentry to send their sons to that college. 
He believed tbe number of, Roman Catho- 
lic students considerably above forty. Those 
young gentlemen pursued the same course 
of studies for four years with their- 
testant fellow students, and in n*,5rning 
to their family h c ad a more friendly, libe- 
ral, and just idea of what a Protestant 
was, than they originally had, or perhaps 
could have otherwise obtained. At the 
same time, that college would not forget 
the origin and nature of its institution. 
The gentlemen on tfie opposite benches 
were, he was sure, too' jvell versed in Irish 
history, not to know that the Dublin Col- 
lege was founded upon Protestant prin- 
ciples, by Elizabeth, and for the growth and 
dissemination of the Protestant religion. 
It was, in fact, a Protestant garrison in a 
land of Catholics ; and the learned and re- 
spectable characters at the head of the go- 
vernment of that college, lmd uniformly 
acted up to the true spirit of its institu- 
tion. In the reign of James II., the stand 
that college made for her civil and religious 
liberties, would remain upon honourable 
rpcord, and the late spirit of rel'jio’WPi: n- 
deration that induced her tcr'itfrbear froi * 
taking any part in the disputes of the day, 
proved that she could forget her resentments 
as well as remember her obligations. 

Mr. Dillon read from a document he 
held in his hand, a statement of the num- 
ber oVsinecure livings in Ireland, without 
glebe iik^ises or residences, by which, he 
contender , it appeared that the Roman 
Catholics piid one-tenth of their property to 
a nominal clergy for doing nothing. He 
said, it was«uo wonder that the Protestant 
church was disrelished by the Irish pea- 
sant, when the only way through which he 
knew it was, the exactions of the tithe-proc- 
tor. He concluded with an earnest exhor- 
tation to the house, to adopt some modifi- 
cation of tithes in Ireland, as the best pos- 
sible way of restoring the jfcople of that 
country to content. 

Sir John Newport defended the way in 
which the grant had been introduced, and 
asked, why that mode had not been altered 
by the right hon. gent. (Mr. FosteV), since 
it had bein condemned by his colleague 
the chance llor of the exche^titfr for Eng- 
land ? He vias glad he Ijad tru authority of 
the membdO for^Dublin Allege bearing 
him out in the assertion mac?e by him in that 



625] PARL. DEBATES, July 15, 1807.— Roman Cot hoik College at Maynooth. [8*6 


house, in the forme? parliament, and which 
the right lion. gent, opposite (Mr. Perceval) 
did not then seem inclined to credit. There 
were three reasons for encouraging the edu- 
cation of the Roman # Catholics in Ireland : 
One, that great lucrative objects were 
withheld from the Roman Catholics, which 
the greatest incentives in the educa- 
tion*^ the Protestant. Another was, that 
the Roman Catholics were the poorest or- 
der, and therefore had a claim on the 
government to promote their education, 
because they were notable to support their 
own pastors. • And a third was, that Ox- 
ford and Cambridge which were open to 
the Protestants, were shut against the Ro- 
man Catholics; Resides, Irish viceroys, in 
the plenitude of their bounty, took good 
care to carry over to that country a gene- 
rous supply of clergy, who were soon pro- 
vided for on the Irish establishment. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer , in an - 1 
swer to what had fallen from ai? hon. 
member (Mr. Dillon), assured that hon. 
gent, that the attention of government 
should be early and anxiously directed 
to the abuse complained of, with respect 
to the want of glebe houses, and sinecure 
livings. He did think with that hon. gent. 

extremely hard, that any man 
/should purs away fti indolent life upofl an 
opulent living, while a poor curate was dis- 
charging the duties of that office for the 
year round, upon a pittance scarcely suffi- 
cient to maintain him. He had before failed 
in two or three instances, in carrying through 
that house a measure for the regulation of 
rectories and cures ; he howevej^now gave 
notice that it was the intention^ his majes- 
ty’s present government to/ubmit to the 
consideration of the house, A measure for 
reducing the opulent livings, and out of 
their abundance making an allowance for 
the poorer cuft.tes. It ought to have bee# 
done before; he wished that the late go- 
vernment had paid more attention to .the 
church in Ireland." 

• Lord Hawick did not mean to protract 
tie debate** nor should he now have risen 
to offer any thiug bty way of argument on a 
subject that had been so ably argued on 
both sides of the house, had it uot been 
that he could not sit still after the imputa- 
tion* thrown upon the late government by 
the right hon. gent. He challenged the 
eight iMs% gent, to state an instance in 
wh[cb thJlaie government Aad neglected 
. 4 fie churchlin that cgunt ry[ He desired 
'the right hfcn. ‘gent, to ask the primage of 


that country, whit he thought of the duke 
of Bedford's administration as to that head ! 

He desired the right bon., gent, to look 
into the secretary of state's office for the 
home department, and there he would see 
the documents that would prove bow far 
the late ministers were guilty of negligence^ 
with respect to Ireland ; but shch a charge 
carried with it all that boldness of asser- 
tion for which that right hon. gent, was so 
characteristic. Th$ noble lord then ad- 
verted to the conduct of another right hon. 
gent. (Mr. Foster^ in coming before the 
house so totally unprepared, without ha- 
ving made the previous enquiries when he 
was in Ireland, and which he might have 
made as visitor of Maynooth college, a con- 
duct that appeared to him to evince acul- 
pable carelessness and levity* 

Mr. Foster said, that the noble lord had 
charged him with*levity. He asked that no- 
ble lord if there was a document to produce 
to the house which could substantiate the 
claim now made upon.it, and if there was 
not, he would say that the noble lord, in 
charging him with levity, had oeen guilty 
not only of levity but ignorance. lie con- 
tended that no such document could bo 
found. 

Lord Ilowick did not think the right bon. 
gent, could satisfy the house op/ls diligence 
in office by evading thejsfrarg/of negligence, 
in resorting to such pitiful excuses. 

Mr. Foster would notc^U $uch language 
unparliamentary, butj^ *ould pronounce 
it pitiful. 

Lord Howick left it to the house to deter- 
mine: the right hon. gent, had sai<t, he 
could not find^my document. He tHfti said, 
he did not say he had made any enquiry; 
and he now said,* that he did not say, he 
had not made an enquiry : if such was 10 
be the candour and intelligence of the 
Irish chancellor of the exchequer, he could 
not congratulate that country yii the ap- 
pointment. 

Colonel Barry few words against 

the policy of continuing tficgrggt in future • 

He had been present at all {he former de- 
bates on the subject and had not heard of 
these documents. He disapproved of the 
wanton and unprovokechaSperity with which 
tfc noble lord shad trel^d his right hofi. 
friend. " • ^ • 

( Mr. Sheridan congratulated the late ad- 
JpninistratiAi on the honourable testimony 
they lmcj^eceived from the gentldtnan.who 
had just sat down: that gentleman had bee 
present «t all the former discussions upon ’ ” 

/« 
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ibis subject, yet such wa#his confidence in 
tto'virtue of the late ministers, that he ne- 
ver once felt himself cullgd upon to deliver 
bis sentiments upon the present subject ^ 
[ A laugh : ] but now when men had suc- 
ceeded, for whom they both felt such a dis- 
trust, his patriotic jealousy at once put an 
?nd to tliaW silent and according acquies- 
cence to the judgments and sentiments of 
honefter men. 

Colonel Barry said, that certainly the di- 
ligent and punctual attendance of his right 
hon, friend to his parliamentary duties,* in 
the last sessions, [a laugh,] enabled him to 
remember accurately all that then passed in 
that house. Unfortunately, however, he 
(Col. B.) had spoken on that subject, 
though hfsdid not expect, .nor indeed, did it 
appear, that ?i had made any great impres- 
sion on liis right- hon. friend. 

Mr. Sheridan said in answer, that if he 
had not boon as vigilant and anxious in his 
attention to his parliamentary duties during 
the last sessions as he usually was, it was 
owing to nothing but his unbounded confi- 
dence in the late administration. [A laugh.] 

Dr. Duigcnon denied that the late admi- 
nistration liad manifested any solicitude to 
promote the interests of the Protestant re- 
ligion in Ireland. On the contrary, he had 
to state thu/ a bill which he introduced, at 
the instance^ several of the archbishops 
and bishops of Irelaffd, to enforce the rrsi- 
•dencc of the clefgy, and which bill was a 
transcript of '{haft* bought forward in this 
country by sir W. Sc&P-was discounter u- 
ced by that administration, and in conse- 
quence rejected. What the administration 
to whUh he referred had done for the bene- 
fit of the. established church in Ireland, he 
had yet to learn. • 

Lord Hov.uk had no Mea that the dis- 
inclination of the late government to coun- 
tenance a measure brought forward by the 
learned doctor was likely to depreciate the 
character* of that government, either in 
England or Ireland. -3\berefore he did not 
think it necessary* ; to make any attempt aL 
vindicating Himself or his colleagues against 
the learned doctor's accusation. 

Lord Milton observed, that gentlemen, in 
'Asserting the sufficiency of a certain num- 
ber of clergymen x /\ administer the duties c of 
the Catholic r^on in Ireland, because 
such a number' was thought necessary in 
1795 , seemed altogether to excise the con- 
sideration of those events whichVad since 

C curred on # the continent, which events 
ailed the supplies frorh that quarter, rt and 
• > , 


also appeared to forget the growing popula- 
tion of Ireland. 

Mr. Grattan thought it remarkable, that 
while the geutlemen on the other side agreed 
to the resolution, they pursued a course of 
argument directly against it. Their argu- 
ment, indeed, would militate not only 
against the proposed increase .of the inso - 
tuiion, but against its original establish- 
ment. The principle of the original esta- 
blishment was to provide the means of edu- 
cating and domesticating the Catholic cler- 
gy of Ireland, and thus to protect them from 
the opportunity of imbibing foreign princi- 
ples. With that view, "the college of Muy- 
1100 th was instituted, and the state of the 
continent al the time rendered such an in- 
stitution peculiarly necessary. Did any al- 
teration lake p^ace in the stale of the con- 
tinent to abate the amount or character of 
that University ? It was absurd to say, that 
-the same number of Roman Catholic clcr- 
gymcL would suffice for Ireland now, that 
was thought requisite in 179 ^> > f° r l hat 
would be to suppose the population at a 
stand, and nothing could be imagined more 
absurd than to suppose that 200 clergymen 
would be sufficient. There v/Vre no less 
than 2400 parishes and 1 100 benefices in 
Ireland ; and if so many clergynujp^.-^e 
appointed to instruct c ne millic.- - of Pro- 
testants, or rather half that number, for the 
other half at least of those denominated 
Protestants belonged to the different clas- 
ses of dissenters, how could 200 clergymen 
be considered competent to perform thu 
ecclesiastical duties of Catholicity to three 
millions*\>f people ? The idea was prepos- 
terous. Xod as to the expence, the Ca- 
tholics wcrSl generally unable to educate 
their clergy, \nd they must be educated at 
the public expence, or they must be igno- 
rant and a disgrace to Christianity. The 
yx pence was trifling, and the object was 
material. Would any friend to toleration 
in common policy starve religion to save 
the* treasury 5000/. ? — Tne righ$ hon. gent, 
animadverted, in terms peculiarly empha- 
tical upon the statements of thosa who dwelt 
upon what they called tlte uncivilized state of 
Ireland. Some indeed, said the right hon. 
gent., affect to say that the great body of the 
Irish people are mere savages. I will not 
defend the Irish against such a charge, but I 
will defend you. I f I reland, after having been 
so many centuries connected wijhjou, hep 
not learned en nigh at least to rescue it from 
the savage sta&s, while the' woiud has been 
progressively improving, its connection with 
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your country has not been a blessing, but a 
nuisance. I will never hear, added the 
right hon. gent., any reflection upon the 
morals or manners of my country without 
rising to resist it. ^ shall always protest 
against any reflections upon a country to 
which I owe so much— to which you owe so 
' which is still ready to serve you, 

ancf li^m wl^ch, I trust, you will continue 
to derive the most active and ardent sup- 
port.— The resolution was then agreed to. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, July l6*. 

’ [Minutes.] A new writ was ordered 
for the borough of Orford, in the room of 
lord ltobeU Seymaur, who having been also 
elected for the county of Caermarthen, had 
made his election to serve t*r that county. 
—The speaker informed the house, that hr 
had received a letter from Samuel Smith, 
esq., who, having been elected for Midhurst 
and Leicester, had made his election to 
serve for Leicester. A new writ was then 
ordered for Midhurst. — Mr. liobhouse re- 
ported from the committee, to whom the 
resolution of the house of the 11th day of 
Feb. 17 8J), respecting the Recognizances 
to be entered into by any person having 
petition to this house, complain- 
jmg of anYi/due eleftion, was referred ; tlmt 
the committee had come to the following 
resolution That, so far as the said reso- 
lution respects the notice required to be 
given by the petitioner to the sitting mem. 
her or members, or their known agent or 
agents, of the time and place of tlw inten- 
ded examination of the sufficiency of the 
surety or sureties to be namejp in any re- 
cognizance, and of the nanv*, additions, 
and places of abode of such sureties, if the 
petitioner shall not have been able to find 
and serve the sitting member or his known I 
agent or agenfl, and if he shall thereupoif 
have obtained an order from the house en- 
larging the time for entering into his reco- 
gnizance, it. shall be sufficient for the peti- 
tioner to give the said notice in writing, 
seven days«at least previous to such exami- 
nation, to the clerk of the house of com- 
mons, who shall enter the same in a book 
to be kept for that purpose, which shall be 
open to the inspection of all persons con- 
cerned/’ Ordered, that the said resolution 
be printed. — Mr. C. Dundas Jnoved, that 
the ord£S**af the house of the 44th of Nov. 
l6§9, “ Treit the chairman m the Commit- 
tee for any Private bill do not sit thereupon, 
* without a wefekVpublic notice thereof setup 


in the lobby,” and which was, upon the 
15th of Feb. 1700, declared to be a stand- 
ing Order, be ' refid : and the same being 
read, it was ordered, That a committee be 
appointed to take the same into considera- 
tion, for the purpose of enabling the chair- 
man, in all cases where the boi\ge has given 
power to the committee, to send for per-, 
sons, papers, and records, to issue an other; 
accordingly, so that such persons, papers, 
and records may be hdd in readiness for th« 
committee to proceed upon at the expira- 
tion of the week's lfbtice ; and that they do 
report the same, with their opinion therre- 
upon, to the house. 

[Brf.acii of Privilege — Complains 
respecting tiie Poole Writ.] Mr. 
Jeffery, pursuant to notice, rqge to call the 
attention of the house to a circumstance, 
which was not orjy a violation of law, but 
high breach of the privileges of that Liou:*e. 
On the 29 th of April, the writs were issued, 
as he understood, for the general election, 
and amogst the other* writsj one for ftbe 
election of Burgesses to serve in parliament 
for the town and county of the town of Poole, 
lie had been informed by the messenger of 
the great seal, that this writ had been de- 
livered immediately by him to Mr. Jonathan 
Brundrett, chief c[erk to Mr. Lmyten, in the 
Temple, to be sent to tlgi sheriff of Pcftjle. 
Whin he called iipon»Mr. Lo*wten, to en- 
quire whether the writ had been sent, he. was- 
informed, that it had bcyp. v seiit three 1 jours 
before ; and on askin^fo whom the wr it had 
been sent, he received a rude answ er de- 
clining to state to whom, and Recoin pajiied 
with an observation, that it had be^n sent 
down in opposition to himself. It was not 
till the 20th of May that the sheriff gaveno 
tjee, that the election would be hi jld on the 
25th of May, and inconsequence, fjir Richard 
Bickerton, one of the lords of the admiralty * 
and hirnself, who had gone do unto Poole 
when the writs were issued, e'tpficting that 
the election would^ome on im media, ely, 
with several of the tiet/to ry of that city, 
were detained there three *H5£ks to their 
great inconvenience. lie should not detaiii 
the house by dwelling upon, the motives of 
the conduct of which he # c:omplained, but 
should only state, that at ’parties ran high 
in* the town, ana the nugr^erswere .nearly 
balanced, the delay had be mi resorted to,. 
in order tojgive an opportunity to one per- 
son, who ywould not have been gf age to. 
vote till nie 22d of May, tiijnfto attain the 
proper age to vote.* The consequence was* 
a special return with respect 1 30 the two bth&r 
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candidates ; be having been the only per-' 
aon actually returned. He should not 
trouble the house farther? at present, on the 
subject, than by moving, that Mr. Stain- 
forth, messenger of the great seal, who 
was attending in the lobby, should be called 
to the bar, to be examined relative to the 
business. 

Mr. Creevey wished to know what breach 
of privilege the hon. member complained of. 

The Speaker said, <it was his duty to an- 
swer that question. Undoubtedly, any 
person who detained a *writ issued for the 
election of a member of that house, was 
guilty of a high crime and misdemeanour, 
the highest which that house knew, be- 
cause such conduct had the effect of keeping 
the representatives of the people, who ought 
to be in the inouse, for the time, feu t of it. 

Mr. Stainforth was then brought to the 
bar, and stated, that he * had received the 
writ for Poole a little after twelve o'clock/ 
on the 30th of April, and delivered it with- 
in less than two hours after. to Mr. Brun- 
drett, chief clerk of Mr. Lowten, for the 
purpose of being forwarded with all possible 
expedition to the sheriff of Poole. Mr. 
Stainforth then withdrew, and Mr. T. Low- 
ten and Mr. Jonathan Brundrett were or- 
dered to attend the house to-morrow. 

|yoLUN(VrEH9.] Sir "Thomas Turton , in 
rising to mafkV hit {notion, in pursuance of 
his notice, for a return of the effective 
strength of the Volunteers, felt it impossible 
not to participated the satisfaction of the 
house and of the publfe;* that a noble lord, 
whom he did not then see in his place, was 
to-morrow tb bring forward a proposition in 
which^his part of the national force would 
be adequately provided for. There was a 
return similar to that wished to call for 
before the house, presented in December 
last, but as he knew tiiat it was inaccurate 
with respect to three or four regiments, he 
was sorry that it could not be seen from it 
how far it was to be depended on. It was 
peculiarly desirgj^ltfthe present situation 
of the country, to know what was the effec- 
tive strength of its Volunteer force ; as it 
was not to be concealed that that force had 
greatly decreased in consequence of the dis- 
couragements whfth it had met with. He 
VflA convinced, however/ 1 that the Vokin- 
tijimVrere soipd^Lt heart, and that, *with a 
* Jit fie encouragement, they would again fall 
;/ 'into their ranks ; and, in the present state 
‘V of the c6uu(ry, they should looi\:o the Vo- 
t lunteers principally fo^ the defence of the 
gountry. Ha should conclude fcy moving, 

>\ 


that there be laid before the house a return 
of the effective strength of the Volunteer 
force of Great Britain and Ireland, distin- 
guishing cavalry from infantry, to the latest 
period to which the sqpie can be made out. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer had no 
objection to the motion, as he thought that 
every informatfon on this subject should he 
afforded to the house. But apprehend- 
ed that the hon. baroiiet would be disap- 
pointed, if he expected more accurate in- 
formation in this return than in that which 
bad been laid on the table in December last. 
The inspecting field-officers had then been 
done away, and the returns were made by 
the commanding oflicefs of the corps, with- 
out any check on the pert of government. 
These inspecting field-officers had been only 
just appointee^ and, though they might have 
made returns of a few corps, the great mass 
of the returns, which by the law^were to be 
made every three months, would still rest 
on the same authority as the returns to 
which the hon. bart. had alluded. 

Mr. Shaw Lefevre contended, that if any 
relaxation had taken place in the zeal of the 
Volunteers, it was because there did not 
appear the same occasion for their services, 
and that, when the enemy should again ap- 
pear on the coast, they would a 
round their standards? If the. -v olunteerS, 
had been worked, as formerly, he was sure 
their numbers would have "diminished. 
The measures of the late administration 
respecting them, he insisted, were wise. 
He felt warm on this subject, because he 
had commanded Volunteer corps ever since 
1794, akd he knew them to be attached to 
their sovch?ign and the constitution. Whilst 
he had a limb to stand upon, he should be 
found at his'* post, and he was persuaded 
the Volunteers would be found to adhere 
steadily, to the principles upon which they 
associated. 

Sir 1\ Turton replied, and contended that 
such discouraging language as “ armed de 
mocracy,” “depositaries ofpanic/’&c. which 
had been applied to them in parliament 9 hab 
principally tended to diminish the numbers 
of the Volunteers. It was impossible for 
them, having the feelings of men, to be in- 
sensible to terms of reproach, and it re- 
quired all the influence of their officers to 
keep them from shewing their sense of them 
by withdrawing from their corps. He had 
raised the cprps he now command f^in 
and had the satisfaction to statjr, that what- 
ever provocafeon might have wen given to 
the Volunteers, his corps liaj not been in-' 
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flueneed by it.— The motion was then agreed 
to. 

[East-India Company's Bonds Bill.] 
Mr. Grant moved the order of the day, for 
the second reading df the East-lndia Com-* 
pany’s Bonds bill. On the question being 
.put. 

Hr. Crccvey rose, not to negative the se- 
cond reading of this bill, but to move that 
the second reading of it be put off, till the 
East-India accounts now printing, should 
be in the hands of members. The house 
was not'in possession of any documents to 
prove the expedierfby of agreeing to such 
a measure. This vgas the first instance in 
which that house had been called upon to 
pass such a measift’e, without previous en- 
quiry into the grounds upon which it was 
founded, by having the petitfbu referred to 
a committee of the house to examine into 
its allegations. There were at present two ( 
budgets in arrear, and the last accounts of 
the India company, to which the house 
could resort for information, shewed the af- 
fairs of the compauv to be in a ruinous 
state. By these accounts it appeared, that 
there was an excess of above two millions 
in the company V foreign expenditure over 
thejr revenue, and a loss of 2,200,000/. in 
home* Under these circifm- 
it^uces, and whilst the company had a debt 
of seventeen* millions ut home, payable at 
the option of the holders, he did not think 
that parliament would do right to pass this 
bill without enquiring what means the 
company hud of discharging, as well their 
former debt, as this new incupftrance. 
He should therefore, notwithstanding the 
prospect held out by the hou. director op- 
posite, of a permanent peace, and conse- 
quent prosperity of the affairs of the com- 
pany, move as an amendment, that the 
bill be read a. second time on this day< 
fortnight. 

Mr. Grant replied, that though the hop. 
member might be actuated by a desire to 
promote the* public interest, Jie took the 
wiwng course in his speech, for his argu- 
ments were foundeef in ignorance, not in 
bis knowledge of the subject. The sole 
and simple reason for bringing forward the 
bill before the India accounts could be 
brought under the consideration of the 
house was, that if that course hyj not been 
taken, th'Jijpll could not be pasJed this ses- 
sion. The^on. member way aware how 
difficult it wias tft prepare India ac- 
counts, so as that they could be presented 
in a form to re intelligible to the members 
Vol.IX. > 


of that fiouse. He was sorry to find an 
hon. gent. who, had filled the situation 
lately held by that bon. member, sc igno- 
rant of the affairs of the company as to make 
the assertions be had done. It was true 
that by the accounts on the table there ap- 
peared a deficit at home of above 2 , 200 , 000 /. 
which the hon. member bad stated £> be 
the amount of the company's loss on their 
trade, whereasit had arisen from the quantity 
of stores and other articles which were 
necessarily sent oitf in consequence of the si- 
tuation iu which the company's settlements 
were placed. By the plan adopted in 1802 
for the liquidation of the company's debt, 
it had been recommended to send out from 
Europe considerable quantities of bullion, 
in order* to avoid the necessity of making 
loans on improvident terms in India. This 
had been clone ifl 1803, 4, and 5 ; but the 
>su*.ns and bullion bo sent had been applied 
to the purposes of the wars that then ex- 
isted, so that # ijo reduction of the debt had 
taker, place. So also, when the system in 
ludia had been changed by marquis Corn- 
wallis, considerable sums had been sent 
out, not for commercial purposes, but for 
the general expenditure of the presidencies 
in ludia. Under these circumstances, the 
company, though*by law authorized tq in- 
crease iheifc funded stgeft, krad applied to 
parliament for authority to issue bonds, 
and this was a much better course for the 
public, besause, if the^aSckof the company 
should not be worttf *any thing, it would be 
irretrievable to the holders, whereas the 
bonds might or might not be taken at*the 
option of the individuals who might Specu- 
late in such securities. What be had said 
with respect to tl^*p r08 P ect of peace, was 
founded on the report made by the gover- 
nor-general, and he was persuaded that the 
jealousies of the native powers had been 
extinguished by the conciliating disposition 
manifested towards them by our govern, 
ment. On all thesfe K £~pquds, he should 
vote that the bill be now read ajjrc.ond time. 

Lord Folkestone defended the statement 
of his hou. friend, as to the situation of the 
East-lndia company's affairs, and contend- 
ed for the propriety of deferring the dis- 
cussion, till the pipers nonprinting shoiila 
be in the hands of the me!tiiLt|rs. Htf pro- 
tested against the implied guarantees that 
wuld be gi fen to the security of the bonds, 
without ancient investigation^ the rftnte 
of the company's affairs. To issue t be 
bonds* without such a guarantee, would be* 
to delude the public. • 

3 II j • 
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' Lord Howick insisted upon tbe'propriety 
of waking till .the documents how printing 
ahould be before the bouse. The impor- 
lance and extent of the measure to be pro- 
* posed to-morrow, for the defence of the 
country, would involve details, which 
would, in all probability, keep parliament 
sitting for so long a time, as* to allow full 
opportunity to pass this measure after am- 
ple discussion. The f state of the East-In- 
dia company was such, that if the bouse 
could not in this sessiqp, go into a par- 
ticular investigation of the company's af- 
fairs, it ought at least to pledge itself by a 
resolution to do so in toe next. lie ex- 
patiated on the declining state of the com- 
pany's investments and sales ; on the- in- 
creased dangers menacing our Indian pos- 
sessions from the increased power of Bona- 
parte, whose hostile designs against our In- 
dian empire were well known. He insisted* 
also on the instability of the peace with the 
native powers in ipjjia. He was of opi- 
nion, that those who should all vance raouey 
on the credit of these bonds would have a 
claim upon the public, if the company 
should prove unable to discharge them. 
[Certainly not, said Mr. Grant,] Thai was, 
in liis opinion, at least doubtful. If the 
company *c^uld raise the- money on its own 
credit, whyA]id it come to parliament? If 
the sanction of parliament was necessary, 

' it was in order ‘to give the bonds a cre- 
dit, which impi^d a sanction, amount- 
ing virtually to a guav?ntee. 

, Mr. li . Dundas defended the raising of 
ftn&ney upon bonds, in preference to the 
augimntauon of the company’s capital, 
which Jjie company was already by law en- 
titled to make. With respect to the ur- 
gency of passing the bill soon, he believed 
it was strictly a private bill, and must of 
coarse be reported this day se'nnight, or 
fall to the ground. This, however, the' 
house might dispense with. With respect 
to the state of thegpiwpany*s affairs, though 
. expensive warffTiad brought on heavy 
. charges, The Indian empire was as little 
jruined by those heavy charges, as this 
country was by the heavy wars it had to 
SOSl^n in Europe. Ne ither did the failure 
\gM^db4tmercial /peculations in one or # two 
yfgitfts imply absolute ruin. <The Western 
pljjfia, tnerchatns also were under difficulties : 
^p«tik>body thought of sayingythey were in 
f of being ruined, He\denied th*at 

k tbXSpasein§ of ibis bill amounted to a gtia- 
- * on the part of^arliameqf. It might 

:«l* well be argue^, that parliament would 


be guarantee to the increase of the capital 
which tl>e company had already power to 
make by act of parliament. 

Dr. Laurence , .as a member of parlia- 
ment, ignorant on thitf’subjeci, and entitled 
to information, contended, that no far- 
ther proceedings should be had on this S? 
measure, without full inspection of such^du- 
cuments as could be had. There would be 
abundant time for' this. It was generally 
understood that the session could not be 
terminated in less than five weeks. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought 
it strange, that, as this measure had been 
agreed to by the late bqard of controul, it 
should now be opposed by the secretary to 
that board (Mr, Creevey)* He denied that 
parliament, in passing the bill, guaranteed 
the bonds. The present high price of the 
company’s stock, 180 per cent., was a suffi- 
cient proof of the company's credit, and 
the stability of its funds, without the aid 
of parliament. The present discussion 
was, at least, a sufficient notice that par- 
liament gave no sanction. The parliament 
was never supposed to sanction the West- 
India dock company, or any other private 
speculating company, when an act was 
passed, enabling such company to increase 
its. capital. It was avowed on plfliands, 
that the company wanted reYitf, and thi§ h 
was the best mode of granting |hat relief. 

Sir A. Wellesley supported the measure, 
and maintained the propriety of proceed- 
ing upon it without delay. The company’s 
investments had been fully attended to* 

The difficulties arose from the state of the 
continental market, goods to the amount of 

7. 000. 000/*. being on hand. The territo- 
rial revenue in India, afforded a surplus of 

1.000. 000/. above the expenditure. The 
late wars had rendered our empire more 
secure against any attempt from the native 
powers. 

Lord Morpeth recommended a minute 
investigation of the company’s affairs, with 
a view to a complete settlement. Tempp* 
rary arrangements were indeterminate ?nd 
unsatisfactory. ♦ € 

Mr. Lamb thought parliament bound to 
investigate the solvency of the parlies to 
whom it granted power to raise money, and 
of course responsible in the event pf these 
parties proving insolvent.— The question 
being put, fa division took place,^ 

For rea&ng the bill a 2d ti life now, 1 35 

> Agaiust i\ «..(•..* Ip 

The bill was accordingly jead a second time;; 
afid ordered to be committed on Monday ; 
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HOUSE OF LORDS* 

Friday , July 1 7 • 

[Irish Glebe Houses Bill.] The or- 
der of the day being read for the second 
reading of the Irish Glebe Houses bill, 

The Earl of Hariwick'c said, he should 
wish the bill to be postponed for further 
consideration, to Thursday* next. He con- 
ceived the bill to be superfluous : ah act 
having passed in the y^ar 1803 granting 
the sum of 56,000/. the same as proposed 
by the present measure, for building Glebe 
Houses in different parts of Ireland. All, 
therefore, that was required, was to carry 
that act into execution ; and it was with 
the view of enquiring into the causes of its 
having hitherto jpmained a dead letter, 
that he proposed to put off, for a few days, 
the second reading of the bill now on the 
table. * 

The Earl of Suffolk understood the rea- 
son of not executing the act passed five 1 
years ago, to be the want of sufficient! secu- 
rities for the due appropriation of the mo- 
ney. This was, however, a very unsatisfac- 
tory reason, because the clerical livings 
might be taken as securities. Something 
ought certainly to be done in the business. 
At a time when the extension of the privi- 
leges of the Catholics was so much objected 
to, suretyvinypans should be taken for spread- 
ing more generally the Protestant worship, 
by increasing the facilities of attendance 
upon it. He had no doubt that the resi- 
dence of the established clergy in their re- 
spective parishes would be productive of 
many converts to the Protestant faith. 
Upon this point he could speak frc<n a fact 
within his own knowledge. What was con- 
siderered the pattern regiment of the ar- 
tillery at Woolwich consisted of Irish Ho- 
man Catholics, and of these, as there was 
not a Homan Catholic Cbapef within a con- 
venient distance, a very considerable num- 
ber of them spontaneously attended the es- 
tablished church. Of the dissenters, very 
few, if any, did so*, but that might arfse 
from there l>eing several meeting houses 
in«the neighbourhood to which they might 
resort. Among the Roman Catholic troops 
at the depot in the Isle of Wight, he be- 
lieved there were few who frequented the 
established church, because they had an op- 
portunity of attending divine service at 
Cowes, according to theirown system. Here 
he could c not but advert to anl expression 
wBich fell ifjjb other evening frmmiigh autho- 
rity (the Lord Chancellor). Tjheir lordships 
»ivad been told, that the Cojtholurs were within 


the pale of the constitution. If he was rightly ’ 
informed, an instance had occurred, in which 
the Catholic soldiers at Cowes were com- 
pelled, under threats of punishment, to at- 
tend the established church : and if such ft 
proceeding was to be permitted, it was 
clear that the Catholics were not within the , 
pale of the constitution. — The earl of Hard- 
wicke's motion was then put, and agreedto. 

[Defence of thi Count4cv.]% T he 
Earl of Suffolk then rpse to state, that be- 
fore he left town, on his necessary avoca- 
tidns, he should fe#l it his duty to address 
their lordships on the military defence of 
the country. lie was apprehensive that 
the proposition to be brought forward in 
the other house would come before their 
lordships too late to admit of his delivering 
his sentiments upon it. He should there- 
fore state what he had to say on Monday* 
He begged leave to remind the house, that 
his advice had been followed in many of 
the points which he had repeatedly urged on 
tbei r attention. There still, however, remain- 
ed much to be done towards an efficient sys- 
tem of defence. He must at the same time in- 
timate, that some pf the observations which 
he might have to make, were of so delicate 
a nature, that he was apprehensive he 
should be under the unpleasant necessity of 
clearing the bar. -lie wished it lobe under- 
stood, that nothing but an ir^erious sense 
of duty could induce Kim to move for the 
exclusion of strangers. [Here there was a ‘ 
cry of order !] He was/aware that he wus 
not altogether in ordter, but he was unwill- 
ing that the public should conceive that he 
wished to conceal from them a«y proceed- 
ing but such as a due regard for their own 
interests and safety required to be Jcept se- 
cret.— On his lordsitips motion, the hbusfe* 
was ordered to be Summoned for Monday. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday , July 17. 

[Complaint respecting the Poole 
Writ.] On the inctioji of Mr. Jeffery, the 
house proceeded to the lutther considera- 
tion of the enquiry into the c&uses of the 
detention of the writ for holding the lip© 
election at Poole. — M r. Jonathan Brundfetc 
being in attendance, pursuant to attbrder 
of ^he house, wty called^) and examined* 
Ho staged that he was a solicitor* actipg as 
clerk to Mr. Lowten : thaP'Ttnmediutely 
after he had taken out the/writ from the. 
crown-office, he bad bailed it oger .toa 
gentleman who he exacted ftould hate 
iorwatded^it with ^'possible expedition. 



*39|> PARL. DEBATES, July 17, l W .—Complaint m tpectmg rkPwfc IPW# [840 

He professed the most respectful deference | caused the silence of' the witness : the 
for the authority and privileges of the j courts of law allowed great latitude in this 
house, and declared, that }f he had offended | respect, and though the Witness might have 
against either, it was altogether without in- erroneously applied k the principle here, 
tention. On being questioned more than I some consideration was due to the habi- 
once from whom he had received the writ, I tual force of a professional obligation, 
he answered, from Mr. Stainforth of the I It was besides a fact well known to most ^ 
crown office. On beistg questioned as to of the members' in the house,, that great 
the person by whom he had been employed I exertions were in almost every f case of con* 
to take out the writ, he pleaded his ho- 1 tested election made to obtain the writ, 
nourable feelings as a e bar to his answering, I with a view to fix the day of the election 
and entreated the indulgence of the house I as it might suit the convenience of tue 
for his silence. On tliis,jVIr. Brundrett was I party possessing it. It was a species of 
ordered to withdraw. I hypocrisy that he could not join in, to 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that I know and avow out of doors, that such a 
when the situation, education, and charac- 1 practice universally prevailed, and to cry, 
ter in life, of the witness were considered, I oh horrible! and oh monstrous! as if it 
his hesitation to answer the question put to I was a most outrageous calumny, when such 
him could not be imputed to mere igno- 1 things were njentioned within doors. If 
ranee. But as it did not become the house the practice was felt to be in itself an abuse, 
to take any rigorous step*\vithout explana-lor to be liable to abuse, it would be more 
tion, he proposed that J\lr. Brundrett bePbecoming the wisdom of the house to ap- 
agaiu called in, and that the Speaker should I ply a ‘general remedy, than to punish any 
explain to birn, that; the bouse could not J individual trespass with extreme severity, 
allow the ground he had laid down for re- 1 lie thought it would be sufficient punish- 
fusing to answer the question put by its aulho- J ment to commit Mr. Bruudrett to the vus- 
rity. — Mr. Brundrett being again called in, I tody of the serjeant at arms. 

The Speaker informed him, that the house j The Chancellor of the Exchequer contend- 
did not admit the excuse he hud offered, ed for the right of the house to investigate 
and repeated the question to him two or I all the proceedings with respect to the 
three times, by whom fee had been em- 1 wrft. Jf the witness p^fsisted iirfiis refusal 
ployed to tagout the writ? IVJr. Brundrett to answer, he might, in so doing, be am- 
persisted in declining to answer the ques-l bitious to raise bis professional character; 
tion, and threw himself upon the indul I but that ambition was no reason why the 
gence of the houses I house should restrain itself in the investi- 

The Chancellor of 'the Exchequer saw no I gation which its constitution and character 
option for the house in the contumacy I preserved, nor in the exercise of the 
of the witness, but to commit him to thei means \\ possessed of rendering that inves- 
custody of the serjoant at ^rms. I tigation effectual. The question was per- 

The m J5pcakcr suggested, that the first! fectly legal, and the excuse offered was to- 
fytiedtion to be put was, that Jonathan I tally insufficient. 

Brundrett, having refused to answer lift* I Lord Howi^k observed upon the gene- 
question put to him the authority of the ( rality of the practice of taking out writs 
house, was guilty of a high breach of pri- Lwitli a view to the convenience of the par- 
vilege. — A resolution to this effect having ties taking them out, in giving them a dis- 
been put) was agreed to, nem. con . I erf t ion to fix the time of the election. Some 

The Chancellor of *the Exchequer said, I general remedy ought £o be applied. Three 
that as the house had so unanimously de- 1 parliaments ago the wiil for Northumbef- 
ttlared its sense of the offence committed I land had been <;ffered % to him,* with a view 
against its authority, by the refusal of tiff: I that lie should consult his convenience in 
wiu. *ss to answer, it remained for him only I the use of it. He declined the offer, desi- 
to fob ™ up the unanimous resolution ol rug that it should be transmitted to the 
th^hous^ by tire usuak motion in such I returning officer, and intimating that if any 
cifees.* He therefore moved, fhat Jonathan improper delay occurred he would cofnplain 
•Brundrett be his said offence, com- 1 to the house of it. He would ask the 
mitted to his ni' ’ s 8 a °l Newgate., secretary olUbe treasury (Mr.^faskissop), 
Mr. Barham st' l ^6 est€ ^» that it might be if there wereVot other instances also of his 

• a tense of professi. ‘ IUB i duty towards the] favour in issufig the writs. When the sheriff 

* person who had emp himj tba\ had J of. Westmoreland sent fof the writ for the 
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borough of Appleby^ for the election, by lead to a general remedy of the evil com- 
which he now heldlhis seat, he fou nd it plained of, and that not only a fair issue of 
was issued to another person, who used it writs would be the^cousequenCe, but also p. 
according to his own convenience : the fair and impartial intimation of intended 
abuse ought to be rgmoved by a general dissolutions, instead of a partial communi- 
remedy, and not by ineffectual severity in cation to a favoured set after the departure 
a particular instance : Mr. Brundrett stood of the post on a Saturd ay, allowing that set 
rather in the-light of a person questioned the advantage of*rpfionty of two, days on 
as to his bein£ implicated in a criminal act, the canvass. ^ 

than as a mere witness. • If he were not a Mr. Dent said a few words in vinhica- 
party, but questioned merely as to the tion of the messenger of the great seal, the 
crime of his employers, the professional officer concerned in issuing the writs, 
principle ought to protect him. Mr. Smithy in explanation said, he did not 

The Chancellor of tjie Exchequer said, the mean to say any thing to the disadvantage 
witness had already acquitted himself by of that officer ; but merely to state the im- 
immediately handing over the writ. An propriety of the general usage in these mat- 
attorney was not protected from answeiing, ters as it stood at present.— -The question 
where he himself wns a party. being put, it was ordered that Mr. Brun- 

Mr. Bathurst and Mr. York^ on a review drcti be committed to Newgat£. — • 

of all the circumstances, voted for the Mr. Jeffery thei\ moved, That Mr. Low- 
motion. tui be called in, having first 6tated, that on 

M r. Huskisson defended the treasury hearing at the crown office, that the writ had 
from the imputation of interfering witfi the been taken out by Mr. Lowten's clerk, he 
issuing of the writs*. had gone to Mr. Lowt£n’s chambers, who 

Lord Ossulslon alluded to a case, where refused to tell him to whom it had been 
he knew of an order being sent from the sent, but said very rudely, that it had been 
treasury not to deliver out the writ to an)- delivered three hours before to a person in 
person in opposition to ministers, and this the city, who had sent it to Poole ; he 
too at a time previous to its being known would not tell to whom, but added, “ if it 
that the place wtis actually vacant. is any satisfaction ^ to you to know, it is 

Lord Hosirk imagined the lion, secre- gone in opposition to you fc w / • 

tary of the treasury would belter under- Mr. Lowt^n wj.s then called in, and in 
•stand the hiift he had thrown about, if he the course of a long examination, staled, 
enquired what had been done in the case tiiat he neither directed Brundrett to take 
of the writ for the university of Cambridge, cut the writ, nor knew who did. On being 
Mr. Sharpe , from Ins confidence in the asked whether, having stated to Mr. Jeffery 
veracity of the hon. member (Mr. Jeffery), that the writ had been sent to foole thjee 
and from the contumacy of the witness, felt hours before, he had himself sent, gr was 
himself bound to vote for the motion of privy to its beingfcent, by any dther person } 
committal. — Mr. Montague spoke to the Mr I owten beggt d tji know, in Inn iTTt kin* 
same effect. member meant bvsthe word privy? On 

Mr. W. Smith candidly confessed, as he being informed that itwas meant to enquire 
believed ni03t members conversant with whether he had any knowledge, direct, or 
contested elections might do if they would, 'indirect, be said he had not ; that lie bad 
that he had himself made an arrangement merely ordered Biundrett to give*it to the 
to get out a writ early for the advantage of persons in the city who had employed him 
a friend of his; but, upon application, he to take it out. He could not answer pre- 
f#und that the opposite party had been still cisely what he had said to the hon. member; 
more active* and successful. He hoped a he bad, he believed, said, that the writ had 
general remedy would be provided by an been sent into the city three hours before, 
obligation to issue the writ only to the re- He bad not said it had beep sent to Poole, 
turning officer. He deprecated the severe at least he knew nothin^of the fact of i a» 
punishment of an individual case in the pre- hatf ng^ been .so sent. The hon. member 
sent gtfheral practice. He thought a com- was very pertinacious, and u%uld not take 
mittal ought now to take pla<^; but the the answer thus given him, but Mr. Low tea 
excuses tlla^ had been offere^ would be told him he would give no other. Jle did 
irresistible grounds of liberates as soon as not say the writ was gone, in opposition* to 
a motion to that effect could^e made. the hcgi. member, Uis ( onn 'ctions, or his 
' Dr. Laurence hSped this discussion would opponents.* On this difference between ’the 
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• statement of Mr. Jeffery and. Mr. Lowten 9 house of Commons. 

as to what passed at this interview, some Monday, duly 20. 

questions arose as to •who were present. [Minutes.] Mr/Mellish presented se- 
After some remoustrances on the part of veral petitions from the ministers, cburch- 
.Mr. Low ten, as to the impropriety of ex- wardens, and overseers of the poor of dif- 
anifniog who was with him upon private fereut parishes in the city of London, against 
business, he stated, that it was Mr. Bryant, Mr. Whitbread's bill for the Education and 
attorney, *atid that Nfr.^ftery was accom- Relief of the* Poor. The petitions were 
pained by Mr. Graves, of the same pro- respectively ordeied to lie on the table till 
>fessfon. Mr. Bryant was no clerk noi the secoud reading of the Poor Belief bill, 
assistant of his. When he ordered Brundrett and referred to the committee on the Puro- 
to give.the writ to the persons who employ, chial School bill. Similar petitions were 
edhimin the city, h€^referred to Messrs, presented from the magistrates of Surrey, 
Ambrose and James Weston, attorneys, and from different places,- which were dit- 
He knew no reason for their employ- posed of in a similar way. — A new writ Was 
ing Brundrett to take out the writ, ex- ordered for the. Borough of Wincbelsea in the 
cept that he was nearer to the crown- room of sir F. F. Vane # .bart. who since bis 
office than they, and that he ivas cm- election had accepted the office of steward 
ploy vd to takeout writs fur him.* When so of the Chiljprn Hundreds. — Sir C. Pole 
many enquiries were afterwards made about presented a petition from R. Eyre, esq. re- 
the writ at his chambers, he thought it lativu to a sum of 59,000/. remaining un- 
right to send Brundrett in person toenquirV: paid of the proceeds of a Dutch Factory, 
after it at Poole; Brundrett was his coufi- captured in the year 1?81, at the capture 
denlial clerk, and he was anxious to have of which the petitioner commanded his mu* 
his character set clear in the business. Mr. | jesty’s sloop of war. Nymph. The petition 
Lowten was then ordered to withdraw, and praying a compensation out of the public 
the farther consideration of the business was money, w ls consented to on the part of the 
adjourned to Monday, when Mr. W. Bryant, crown, by the chuncellor of the exebe- 
Mr. W. Graves, Messrs. Ambrose and JameB quer, who did not thereby pledge him- 
Weston, were ordered to attend on the self as to what course might be afterwards 
inmidu of Mr. Jeffery. % adopted with respefct to t]ie petition. — 

Mr. Bafham moved, that *he messenger The Attorney-General brought up a bill 
of the great seal* be also ordered to attend, to amend the 40th of the kiilg, concerning 
in* order to explain the circumstances re- the personal and other property of the 
luting to the issue of the writs. king and of the Queen cousort for the time 

Mr. Huskmon seconded the motion, being; which was read a first time. — The 
lie was anxious to shew, that no influence Chancellor of the Exchequer, pursuant to 
was exercised by the treasury. — The mes- notice; moved for and obtained leave to 
senger was accordingly ordered to attend bring in a bill, to continue tfie Commission 
*^gnJMwnday. of Military Inquiry. The bill was to 

; continue the commission to June next, 

housf. of, commons. * and he proposed this limit, not because 

Saturday , July 18^ he expected they could bring their labours 

[Minutes.] New writs were ordered to a close in that time, but at the desire of 
for the borough of Ilelstone, in the room of the commissioners, who wished that parlia- 
Mr. Richards, who since his election, had ac- ipent should have the power of considering 
cepted the office of steward of his majesty’s then, how far it might be expedient to 
Cbiltern Hundreds ; and for the borough continue the commission after that period, 
of Appleby, in the room of lord Howick, —Mr. Cochrane Johnstone .moved, that 
who, since his election, had accepted the there be laid before the house, an account 
office of steward of the Hundred of F.ast of all balances to the latest period, for or 
Hendred.— Mf.fi. Galway Mills took the against the army agents, us far as the same 
* oaths and his seat. — ML Jeffery, in ccn- could be ascertained. Also, a statement 
.sequence of the Alness of on£of the*witnes- of the fund for granting pensions* to the 
ses, postponed the proceedings of the Poole Widows of Officers, the names of the per- 
writ, to Thursday next.—' The Chancellor sons upoJLlhe list ; the amount of the 
of* the Exchequer gave notice, that, on Mon- pension towach, and the tinp when they 
day, he should bring i^ a Bill for continuing were placedyp the list. Also, ail account 
the commission of military Inquiry/ of the application of all sums that had been 
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granted by parliametl to the comfjassion- 
. ate list, the names *lf the persons on the 
list, the amount of allowance to each, ano 
the times when they were respectively 
placed on the list. Oadered.— The fcast- 
India Bond’s bjjl went through acommitiee. 
After some enquiries from lord A. Hamil- 
ton, as to tht? grounds and objects of the 
measure, wliiah were replied to by Mr. 
Grant, in a short statement, the same in 
substance with what he had said in th* 
prior stages of the business, the report was 
ordered to be received on Thursday. 

{Breach of 'Privilege— Complaint 
RESPECTING THE POOLE WllIT.] Mr. 
Barham stated, that he held in his hand a pe- 
titionfrom Mr. Jonathan Brundrett, now a 
prisoner in Newgate, offering to answer the 
questions which the house flight put to 
him. and expressing soriovv for having 
incurred the displeasure of the house* It 
happened, unfortunately, that, upon^the 
motion of an hon. gent. (Mr. Jeffery), the 
further consideration of the business was 
postponed till Thursday. As to the case 
of Mr. Brundrett, he trusted that it would 
meet the general feeling of the house to 
bring him up to-morrow, in order that he 
might be examined, and then discharged, 
as bis present confinement was very inju- 
rious to himfti his professional avocations. 
The petition was then read. It stated, 
that the petitioner wa s sensible that he had 
justly incurred the displeasure of that 
house. lie declared that, in refusing to an- 
swer questions put to him by the house, his 
motive was not from any disrespect of the 
house, or disregard for its authority, but 
that he had acted merely from a general 
sense of his professional fidelity. He also de- 
clared that he was by no means instrumen- 
tal in delaying the writ* as he delivered it to 
the person who employed him, within a very 
few hours after he had himself received it. He 
was himself entirely unacquainted with any 
ol the candidates foj the borough of Poole. 

3 e no longer persevered in refusing to dis- 
c^e the persons who employed faini, and 
was ready aftd willing to answer whatever 
questions the house should think proper to 
put to him, and hoped the house would 
permit him to be examined at their bar. — 
The petition was ordered to lie on the 
table. Mr. Barham then moved that the* 
petitioner should be brought umto-morrow 
to4>e examined. W 9 

The Speaker conceived thiy it would be 
.contrary to t lie ^establ ishe^Jr rules of the 
K Quse > that a^bysiness which was fixed for 
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Thursday, should £e taken up sooner than 
the day ^pointed. He "did not recollect 
a single instance of such a thing having 
i>een done. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer conceived 
that the hi use muld not, iii this instance, 
depart from us accusU^ngdruIes, but he 
had no objection I«Pl¥fr. Brunei r£^’s being 
railed up to-morrow, for the purpq$& 4 )f 
»'iug discharged. He thought that'Mr. 
Brundrett had by his petition, and declaring 
himself ready to answer, set himself right 
with the house, ancMie did not think that 
it could be their wish to keep him longer 
n confinement. If, then, the hon. gent, 
would alter his motion, and move for his 
being called up, not to be examined, but 
lo be discharged, the personal inconve- 
nience woftld lie removed from* theJndu^ 
dual, and the rules of the hftuse would be 
preserved. 

The Speaker thought this would remove 
the objection. He might be discharged 
to-morrow, and an order might be then 
made that be should attend for the purpose 
of being examined on Thursday, that the 
house should go into the business. 

Mr. Jeffery said, that he should be per- 
fectly satisfied under those circumstances, 
that Mr. Brundrett should be called up to- 
morrow, for the "purpo'fcP^of being dis- 
charged. It »was then ofdered, that Mr. 
Brundrett should be called up to-morrow, 
lor the purpose of being discharged. 

[Poor Relief Bill.] Mr. Whitbread 
moved the order of the day, for the second 
reading of the Poor Relief Bill. 

Mr. Morris rose, and said, tlifct although 
there were someaparts of the bill to^hich 
be objected, yet there were some prcaasipiis^ 
of it so important, gnd so conducive, aslie 
conceived, to the interest an d comfort of 
the labouring poor, that he trusted the 
’house would feel disposed to adopt them. 
The first feature of the bill, wbicluhe deci- 
dedly approved of, was the empowering' 
magistrates to grant warrants of relief for 
those whom they knew to be proper ob- 
jects. He also highly approved of the 
relief being given to the poor occupier of 
a cottage, simply furnished. As the law 
now stood , a person mi&t* sell his house, 
his furniture, hissed, and even the tools* 
of his trade, oeforehe wat reygnized *s an 
object of relief. Those things, however, • 
were as necessary as food itself; and it* 
was only increasing the burton %>n the - 
parish to reduce tie pauper to su^h an 9 
extremity # of distress, that he should .not. 
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be able to do any thing for ^hipiself. He 
was sure that this part of the bill would 
meet the general feeling of the house. He 
considered that it would increase consider* 
ably the estimation of the magistrates, if 
they were not merely held up to the poor 
in the way of terror, as the enforcers of 
the penal *Juei buFifr should he also 
as the dispensers of the uational 
bounty and charity. lie approved of the 
extension of the facilities to obtaining set- 
tlements, but disapproved of some of the 
clausesof the bill. Hewbjected to creating a 
vestry jurisdiction, and would much rather 
those matters were trusted, as at present, to 
an overseer of the poor, whose decisions were 
still subject to appeal from every petitioner. 
Neither did he approve of the rewards that 
werf^hf\d out at a distant period for the 
encouragement of industry: he thought 
those rewards were very well from private 
agricultural societies, but that national re? 
wards should only be given for splendid 
services to the state, done the hazard of 
life; or else for valuable discoveries. He 
thought the common duties of society 
brought with them their own reward. Upon 
the whole, there were so many points in 
the bill of which he much approved, that 
he hoped the bill would go into a com- 
mittee, where Alight Tind ergo any altera- 

tions that we»e tUftught proper. 

Mr. Davies *G\ddy would also vote for 
the* second reading, but had strong doubts 
as to the propriety of the proposed relaxa- 
tion of the laws of settlement. 

Mr. Whitbread rose shortly to reply, 
lie* was extfemely sorry his hon. and learn- 
ed friend behind him (Mm Morris) disap* 
^orowieb of many points in the bill, which 
iJemrnself conceived lijghly essential to a 
satisfactory amelioration of the poor-laws. 
There were, however, several of the clauses, 
which his hon. friend did approve ; and it< 
he could»not obtain all the clauses embra- 
ced by the bill, he was desirous at least for 
the enactment of those, against which no 
material objection had been expressed. 
With respect to that clause in the bill which 
tended to facilitate the obtainment of set- 
tlements to poor persons long resident in a 
parish, he was extremely sorry to find a 
right hon. gent. (Mr. Rrfse), # who wasHhe 
first to introduce i. relaxation into ttfe laws 
•upon that bead, opposed to the present 
clause. Iu his own conception, nothing 
coirid l te wore inconsistent with reason, 
c justice, and humauity, than the lavy as it 
now. stood, which refused settlement to a 


poor roan, who had s&ent the vigour offys 
youth, and the industry of his whole life in . 
a parish, maintaining an honest character 
! and an orderly and exemplary conduct, ji. 

| the support of hims^f and his little family, 

I for 20, 30, or even 40 years, without ev$; 
calling on the overseers for parochial re- 
lief; it was cruel that such a man should be 
driven at the latter end ofjiis life, borne 
down by age and'infirmities, from the pa- 
rish which had so long benefited by his ho- 
nest labour, to a parish perhaps two or 
three hundred miles distant, where he hap- 
pened to be born, but whete he had never 
been since a boy, to seek a settlement and 
maintenance amongst persons to whom he 
was utterly unknown, ^and who would, of 
course, feel but a cold disposition to main- 
tain an objec^J, of whose character and me- 
rits through life, they knew nothing. A 
case of this sort had occurred in his own 
parish, since the dissolution of the late par- 
I lianfent, where a poor man of four-score, 
resident fifty years in that parish, applied 
for relief, and the overseers insisted on 
sending him to the parish where he was 
born, at a distance of 300 miles ! It was 
enough to break the heart of any magis- 
trate of humane feelings, to be obliged to 
give effect to the law in a case of so much 
cruelty; and therefore feel iwg himself un- 
able to comply with that severity, he had 
contrived by an application to the overseers 
of the poor man’s native parish and those 
in his own, to prevent the poor man from 
being removed. This wretched old man 
| never had applied before for parish relief, 
and even locked himself up with his aged 
wife, in their miserable cottage, determi- 
ned to starve to death rather than be sent to 
a workhouse. It was therefore desirable 
to do away Shis cruel distinction, and to 
enable the magistrates to do by law, what 
humanity forced them now to do against 
law. Another clause was that which en- 
abled the pt^ish o vergers to refuse aid to 
the pauper until he should have parted wi£h 
the last article of his miserable furniture, 
even to his bed, acyl expended the last 
shilling in his maintenance, instead of let- 
ting him keep his little furniture, and afford- 
ing him some temporary relief at his own 
house during a time of sickness or transient 
distress, rather than forcing him naked to a 
workhouses obliging him to become a per- 
manent buMien on his parish. „ Upon -the 
whole, he wkhed the bill to allowed to 
go to a comnr^tee, to receive such amende 
memtseitberbytheexpunctionor the improve- 
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L tionable, and thus lb enact such clauses as 
3 uld b e made unexceptionable, and which 
erive no improvement from delay 
tr. jxosc took shaAe to himself, that he 

aware the bill was to have been 

thts^fa^sgad a second time. There were 
many clauses of the bill which he approved 
of, and thought they might be productive 
of much good ; but there were others which 
he thought liable to strong exceptions, as 
tending very much to unsettle a system 
which, however desirous he might be to im- 
prove it, ought not to be materially changed 
without the utmost deliberation. He ac- 
knowledged he had originated the clause in 
1793» which facilitated the acquisition of 
settlements to the members of friendly so- 
cieties. He wished the prfcciple could 
have been extended generally, but there 
were a great variety of instances, in which 
it would operate oppressively upon fium- 
berless parishes. Upon the whole, he 
wished the bill for the present to be im- 
proved as far as possible in the committee, 
that it might be printed, and sent forth for 
public consideration, and again taken up in 
the next session with further opportunities 
for deliberation. 

Mr. Whitbread lamented, that the ri£ht 
hon. gent, whose habits of industry had in- 
clined him te pay more attention to this 
subject than any other member of that house, 
should now say he waB unprepared. After 
the bill had been introduced in the last 
session, divided into four, discussed in a 
committee, printed, distributed through Hie 
country for the consideration of the magis- 
trates ; and, after the notice of a week 
that the bill was to be read a second time 
this day, that the right hon^gent. should 
say he had not considered it, was extra- 
ordinary; and if such a plea came from 
him, what could he expect iroin other 
members less in the habit of attending to 
such subjects ? He Rad been dharged with 
pertinacity in continuing to urge*forw arc! this 
system; bufc he disclaimed all pertinacity. 
He hoped, however, there was nothing re- 
prehensible in a member of that house per- 
severing in measures which to him appeared 
right and salutary for the public good ; and 
if the right hon. gent, did not approve ihe 
whole bill, there were some clauses at least, 
whjph he allowed were admissible, and to 
the enactradfct of those he coul t surely have 
no objection ’ / 

* /Mr. Lftshingtorf spoke generally in favour 

the bill, thtfw&h therfe were a few points 
VOL. IX. X * 


to whichlie had objections. He particu- 
larly approved of that part which enabled 
the magistrates to award relief in those 
cases where the overseers refused it, and 
that part which proposed rewards fot long 
and exemplary cond uct in p oor persons* 
who in their ovyk^lfeie meri- 

toriously as the soldier, who, in 
of life, became entitled by his expTbits to 
the bounty of his country. 

Mr. Simeon denied there was any such 
law in existence, a»that which he was sur- 
prized to find taken for granted in the 
course of this debate, namely, a law em- 
powering the overseers of the poor, to re- 
fuse relief to a pauper, until he should have 
sold all his little furniture for his maintei* , 
nance. Ha had heard, indeed, tkakuX^tSfigj^ •' 
in iimuy parishes, where there was no re- 4 " 
sident justice of*the peace, assumed to 
|lnake such a law, or to act as it it were in 
exisience ; but he hoped it would not go 
forth to the pounlry,*that any such law 
existed in the British statute books. Such 
a principle was directly contradictory to the 
statute of the pth of Geo. I. which gave the 
magistrate an appellant jurisdiction on ttya 
overseer's refusal, and empowered him to 
award relief uponsjffidavn, shewing just 
ground. — After a few woftfcan explanation, 
the bill was read a secon<£iiaae1uid ordered 
to be committed. 


1IOUSK OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday , July % 1 . 

[Minutes.] On the motion that the 
bill for extending the Royalty W Glasgow 
be now read a third time, Mr. Maxwell mo- 
ved as an amendment, that the said 4dJ . bg^ 
read this day three n^onlhs, *h<ch after a con- 
versation, in which Mf. Boswell, Mr. Laing, 
and Mr. Creevey supported the amend- 
ment, and the lord advocate and solicitor 
general of Scotland the bill, was negatived 
oh a division of 41 to 21. The bill was then 
read a third time and passed.— Mr. Mel- 
ITsh presented petitions from ti)** parishes of 
St. M ary, Islington, and St. Clements IXanes, 
against the Parochial Poor Relief bill.— The 
Speaker acquainted the house that lieut. col. 
Alexander Park not having entered the re- # 
quifed recognizaifees. within the timelimit 
ed by act of parliament, fbe petition Com- 
plaining of an undue return for the shire 
of Kinross fell to the ground, and the or- 
der tor hearing the same was ehseftarged* 
The time for enter wig into recognizances 
on the petition complaining of the undue 
return of *ir fames Crafg lor the town of 
31 % 

/ 
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Carrickfergus was .enlarged to tfaistlay se'n- 
svight. — Mr. Joues gave notice, that it was 
Us intention in the early part of the ensu- 
ing session, to move for leave to bring in 
a bi)l to compel parochial officers to give in 
on oath certain rate-books previous to elec- 
tions.— M r. AyawdyrtV had re f used t0 
ans wer tl y^ite rrogato rieVoT the house, on 
the TR^Ject of the detention of the P.oole 
writ, and who had been committed to New- 
gate for that refusal, ‘being in attendance 
pursuant to order for tpe purpose of being 
discharged, was brought" to the bar, where 
lie received the following reprimand from 
the Speaker : “ Jonathan Brundi ett ; an un- 
warrantable delay appearing to have taken 
place in the execution of the last writ of 
,, election for c the town and county of the 
' f*oole^ and it appearing also that 

the writ was delivered from the great seal 
into your hands, you were interrogated at 
the bar of this house touching your con- 
duct in that transaction, and you then 
• thought fit to refuse making answer to the 
questions upon which you were examined. 
For that contumacy you were committed 
a prisoner to his majesty’s gaol of Newgate, 
in order that you might feel, and others 
might know, that this house will not suffer 
any man, with jjn'.ulAty, to violate its pri- 
vjle£es, or $«(' it* authority ^it defiance. 
Butnowtbat your imprisonment hasbrought 
you. to a confesslbn of your error, and a 
proper sense of obedience ; this house ac- 
cepts your submission, and consents to 
your discharge ; and you are discharged 
accerdingly/’ On the motion of the chan- 
cellor <r( the exchequer, ^hat the Speaker 
had said in reprimanding Jonathan Brun- 
was ordered to* be entered on the 
journals. Mr. Jlrundrfftt was ordered to 
attend on Thursday hext, at tbp resump- 
tion of the enquiry respecting the detention 
of the Poole writ; and Mr. Wm. Spurrier 
was .ordered to attend at the same time. 

[Papers relating to the Polygars. 
‘Sir T. Turton rose, pursuant to notice, ti 
move for certain papers tending to throv 
light upon th^ conduct of the Indian go- 
vernment toward^ the PolygarB. His ob- 
ject was to vindicate the character of th 
Country, by the investigation of the parfcs o 
’ thp Indian system, which cal&d most loud 
\ ly for enquiry aqd as far as that should be 
found possible, affording redress where in- 
jury had been done. He wished also t< 
impress theVieeessity of correcting the whol* 
V system on which the governmeot ofjndi* 
^ad'bpep for some time conducted. Th 


r.— Papers relating to tfJPofygdrs. (fjt 

transaction to which thefte papers referred* 
was but one of many whQch bad left a very 
dangerous rankling in the minds of the>na% 
tives. The systematic interference j&H&e 
Indian government at home and. ^broM^ ^ 
with the prejudices and habits of na*^ 
lives, had excited great dispositiohsdftOfGir 
minds to hostility towards the British in- 
terest. He adverted particularly to the 
late lamentable transaction at Vellore, 
which bad originated from an interference 
of this kind. The whole system called loud* 
ly for enquiry and reformation, which he 
was anxious by every effort of his to exper 
dite and carry into effect. With this view 
he gave notice, that unless the noble lord 
opposite (Folkestone) should be prepared to 
bring forward the Carnatic question in a 
fortuigbt aftei« the commencement of the 
next session of parliament, he would himself 
call the attention of the house to that sub- 
ject. ; He should now only move for copies 
of the instructions given by the Bengal go-> 
vernment to major Bannerman in 1799i fpr 
the regulation of his conduct towards the 
Polygars, and also several other papers 
connected with the same subject. . 

Mr. ft. D undos had no objection to the 
production of the papers, but entered his 
protest against any inference of criminality 
in any one in the measure of disarming the 
Polygars, which had been rendered indis- 
pensably necessary by the disorders these 
Polygars were eternally committing. He 
should himself move for further papers, 
with a view to place the whole subject in a 
fair light. 

Mr. Addington entered his protest against 
the prevailing practice of moving for pa- 
pers with a view to crimination, without 
any ground whatsoever to induce a pre- 
sumption thafthere had been criminality. 

Lord Folkestone said, he should be ready, 
early in the next session, to proceed to the 
discussion and decision of the Oude ques- 
tion. # 

Mr. Granf rose to state, that nothin* 
could be more erroneous tban t to suppose 
that the late unfortunate affair at Vellore 
arpse from a system, or a design to inter* 
fere, in any manner, with any of the habits 
of the natives. There was no such design 
at home or abroad ; and though such an 
idea bad for some time been prevalent here, 
he could aP^ure the house, from a particu* 
laf perusaf&f the papers renting to the 
transaction, Wiat there *was no ground 
whatever for tlfre opinion* The principal 
motive of the authors of tjwt lamentably 
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gentlemeh in that house could possibly be* 
Mr. IV* Smith § said, he not at all 
sure that the house could pass this measdra 
iu the form of a law this session, but it 
might perhaps be expedient at least to 
make it take the shape and form of a law, 
as they were all^g^cTSrr^sste necessity 
of instructing the poor, it giving 
pow^r to the churchwardehs to dojvunder 
the sanction of pat-lenient, what they al- 
ready were in the habit of doing ; and as 
he approved so nyich of the principle of 
the bill, he should support it iu its present 
state. 

M r. Hawkins Browne thought it was cer- 
tainly the duty of parliament to provide re* 
gulation9 to instruct the poor; but to gfet 
them tojpceive it, was a very dj^greiU thiiig. 

In many parishes, the ofliqr ofscnool-mfe^'^' 
ter would become a perfect sinecure. It 
would be extremely difficult to find any 
number of parishes to which the same law 
would properly apply. Some contained 
10,000 inhabitants, while others contained * 
only 30. Some were flourishing in their 
manufactures and trade, and others decay- 
ing. Some were supported by agriculture 
alone. Some had no endowments, while 
others had charita ble in stitutions and freC- 
schools. While lf^Sis^j^^ved of the mea- 
sure, he at, the same'tmj^gave the fion. 
gent, who had brought* it forward, great 
credit for his patriotisin and zeal for the 
public good, but he really thought parlia- 
ment had not come to a sufficient investi- 
gation of the subject, to enable them to 
come to a law, even although this had been 
an earlier period of the session. • 

Mr. Wilber force was glad to perceive that 
his own opinion, as*to the desirableness m 
not passing the bill during the present ses- 
sion, seemed to accord with the general dis- 
position of the house. It was certainly more 
important that this subject shoultj be deci* 
ded upen, than that it should be decided 
upon soon. It was highly to be wished, 
that there should not be any appearance of 
forcing this plan upon the people, and be 
i^gretted to find upon conversing with many 
magistrates, and other country gentlemen, 
that they were not so well disposed towards • 
it v be was himsdlf. At the same time, h£ 
could siot approve of the^amendmenw pro- 
posed by the bon. gent., because, if the vo-- 
tyntary measure which he recommended* 
should be unsuccessful, it woulc^e wry 
cult afterwards to carry the compulsory 0113 f 
into Ixecation. Tlie necessity of itistruc- - 
tion among $e lower classes m the south 


\ transaction, seemc 
^ store the sons of 
ji'thrtae of their father, 
r C Keene entered into an historical 

[ V&rfail wf the proceedings with respect to 
^beJJcggn^ which he defended. 
^^^^Walloee vindicated not only the 
court oflrirectors, but the government of 
Madras, from the charge of interfering 
with the habits and prejudices of the na- 
tives of India. — After a few observations 
from sir A. Wellesley, the papers were or- 
dered ; and also several other papers mo- 
ved for by Mr. Duridas. 

[Parochial Schools Bill.] On the 
motion of Mr. Whitbread, the house went 
into a committee An the Parochial Schools 
bill. 

Mr. Sturges Bourne said* that under- 
standing from the hon. gent, that that was 
the stage for proposing any clauses that* 
might be deemed necessary, he rose for the 
purpose of submitting a clause to the com- < 
mitlee. His great objection to the bill in j 
its present form was the mode of carrying 
into effect the relief proposed, namely, by 
compulsion, lie disapproved entirely of 
compulsion ; in its present form, the bill 
was not to be fitted to the parish, but the 
parish to the bill, and this he thought would 
be in general impracticable : besides, if 
compulsory? it might considerably check the 
spontaneous charity of many individuals: 
another objection was, that it was teaching 
the persons relieved that they might claim 
as a right that relief which they ought 
to be taught to look upon as a favour. He 
was not at all anxious that any of these bills 
should pass into a law this session. The 
public were anxious to give their opinion 
upon them, and, as far as h $ could learn, 
that opinion was against them, for certain- 
ly he had beard of many petitions against^ 
the bill, and not one in favour of it. The 
clause he had to propose was, that it be 
lawful for the chufthwarden^ parish ou- 
ters, &c. to hold vestries in tjheir respec- 
tive pariahs, for the purpose of taking 
into consideration tffe best mdans of esta- 
blishing a school or schools, under the di- 
rection of fit persons, to be by them ap- 
pointed for the better education and in- 
struction of the poor of the said parish. 
Something to this effect, he thought, would 
be better than any compulsdFy method ; 
for certainty the inhabitantsfof each pa- 
rish were better* judges of Ae claims of 
• ibeir own poor, end their 4wn means # to 
Judge of and^nrovide for these claims, tli.an 
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and west of England, and* in Ireland, was not compel a single clUld to attend; it 
strikingly obvious ; in the latter particularly, only gave power to the Magistrates to erect * 
be was convinced that on tfle instructing and schools and to appoint schoolmasters 
enlightening of the people depended the rest would necessarily follow. This . 
very safety of the empire itself. Still, al- presentation proved to him, that if 
though general instruction might be very were re-printed and sent into ^beoh^na-^ 
practicable, prepared to it would be on]y to make wastS^ept^i* 

agree to ' sending oiir& parliamentary When parliament met again, gentlemen 
edicMyrihat purpose. He thought that would declare that they had not had time 
sufficient pains had not been taken to avail to read it, and would press for further delay, 
ourselves of the voluhtary institutions for He desired, therefore, to have a decision 
the education of the poor, aud was of opi- on it in the present session. With regard 
nion, that it would be.a^reat improvement to the petitions on the table, they did not 
'to the measure, were it only to operate complain of the principle of the measure, 
where those institutions were deficient, but of the enactments, as tending to affect 
Having instanced several cases in which the the petitioners ; but tfce bill contaiued a 
detail of the bill might be improved, he re- clause, enabling the justices to suspend the 
commended that the bill should be made as execution of the bill, where unnecessary. 

ffu&ible, and be then sent to the This would ofyviate any inconvenience, un- 
country for the general sentiment. Parliu- less, indeed, the magistrates were supposed 
xnent ought not to be hasty in this business : do be corrupt. If corruption were thus to 
they ought to recollect that they were legis- be imputed to all men, every attempt to 
lating for posterity on a subject in which their benefit mankind must cease. We must do 
happiness was more concerned than in any nothing but lie down and die. It had 
other; for lie was convinced that in a thou- been said, that the bill would put an end to 
sand attempts to do good, there was not one charitable contributions. Not so. If in a 
the resultof which could be ascertained with large parish 6', 000 children were educated 
so much satisfaction as the diffusion of use- by charitable contributions, and 10,000 
fill knowledge. were not educated at all, his bill passing 

Mr. Whit b tcadp&y, ra?ff d himself happy ovar the former would apply only to the 
to find, from ifiei conclusion of the hon. latter, whose situation was r rendered at 
gent.’s speech, he continued to be an present so much more distressing by the 
•advocate for the* diffusion of knowledge: contrast. It had been also said, that by 
such an opinion was to be expected from a the bill, parishes would be compelled to 
man of lus character and conduct, and raise a shilling rate. No such thing. The 
one who bad paid such unremitting atten- bill only gave a power of doing so when 
tioi\to similar subjects. He owned, how- necessary, a necessity that would perhaps 
ever, that he was somewhat surprised at not exist once in a thousand parishes. The 
the inclination for delay ^hicb that hon. impossibility of carrying the measure into 
manifested. , Had be not proofs effect in a year, had been dwelt upon, 
in other parts of the wurld of the benefits Why was it impossible ? In many parishes 
which resulted from the diffusion of the schools were already erected. In others, 
truths of the gospel? And how were temporary buildings might be used un- 
those truths to be still further diffused in til schools were erected. It would be easy 
this couiitry, but by putting into every to find schoolmasters, among whom there 
one's hands the keys of knowledge ? The would doubtless be a competition for ap- 
bon. gent, had allowed that the instruction pointments. , If the committee adopted 
of the Irish was indispensable with the the proposed amendment, he should de- 
safety of the empire; was a moment then spair of its ever being the serious intentionof 
to be lost? He (Mr. Whitbread) was then the house to carry the general measure into 
what that hou. ge#t. had often been, in the effect. The most weighty objections that 
hands of the gradual abolitionists of ^he had been made to the bill, related to the 
bill. t The postponement would be espou- metropolis and its neighbourhood. Jt was 
sed by those l ho hoped, by putting off the certainly not probable that police magis- 
bill to another session, to get rid of it alto- trates woulU be so likely, properly to exe- 
g$ffier. c ' The measure had been opposed cute the precisions of the bill** £s magitf- 
witfiout bating been even read, for if it trates in the Country, who possessed local 
< bad been read, it could never have* been knowledge andtlocal interests. If, on the 
assented that it vga* compulsory. It did report of the bill, the members for the city 
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^London, or for tbl county of Middlesex, 
>e 5&uld propose a clause to prevent this 
^pweij from being lodged inthe hands of the 
fitclice Magistrates, he should not object to 
fit* ~^He repeated his • wish, that the bill 
the present session. The 
ex&JspE^jor Scotland, and, the north of 
England, Evinced the benefits of that 
instruction in which he was most desi- 
rous that the rest of the empire should 
participate. 

Mr, Wilberforct , in explanation, declared 
that on no subject had he formed a more 
deliberate, and at the same time a more 
decided opinion, than on the advantages 
which a country must derive from the 
instruction of its people. The difference 
of opinion entertained by the magistrates, 
and others with whom he liegl conversed, 
was not on the benefit of instruction, but 
on the mode of conveying it. 

Sir John Newport was decidedly in favour 
of a measure which the hon. gent. (Mr. 
Wilberforce) supposed to be most inti- 
mately connected with the interest of Ire- 
land and the general welfare of the empire. 
He thought it, however, to be his duty to 
state what was the opinion of a man who 
was not only a friend to the regular esta- 
blishments of these fonntries, but alscsto 
its political interests, and who was univer- 
sally acknowledged to be a friend to the 
human race, be meant Mr. Howard the 
philanthropist: that patriotic and moral 
man had travelled through Ireland, and he 
stftted, that if ever we attempted lo incor- 
porate any particular principles of faith 
with our education of the people in Ire- 
land, we should certainly fall short of our 
object. He therefore hoped, that as far as 
respected that country the ry stem of edu- 
cation would be conducted oft the most li- 
beral aud enlightened principles of tolera- 
tion. 

Mr. Rote urged the postponement of this 
measure. There appeared a general disin- 
clination to it throughout the pountry, and 
in proof of # this, he read a letter from a 
• gentleman, stating, that at a quarter ses- 
sions, where above 30 magistrates were 
assembled, this measure had met with 
general disapprobation. He trusted, how- 
ever, that' the hon. gent.’s well-meant en- 
deavours would give the greater facility to 
some practicable mode being a<j^pted. He 
ho'f>ed that^L plan would be ef$£ted, which 
should admit of mixing babi4 of industry 
•with education; /or in mauy places there 
s a disinclination in the lower orders *to 


send their* children to school merely for 1 
education. If thjp bill weije now to be 
adopted, it would incur a great expense in 
the erection of schools, &c. without pro- 
ducing much practical benefit. He ap- 

{ ) roved of the amendment, as best calcin- 
ated to reconcile the the mea- 

sure ; it would ttfus* be renderetS^ore pa- 
latable, and a better chance woTitTbe 
afforded for its ultimate success. 

Mr. Simeon thought the question came 
to this, whether it yere better to adopt a 
voluntary or a compulsory mode of educa- 
tion. He found a general objection against 
enforcing this measure by compulsion. 
Poor parents were not averse to have their 
children educated ; but from the ages of 
7 to 14, m country places, they could send 
their children into the fields, aniT gSTlf 
something for the* better support of their 
J/amilies ; and if deprived of this advantage, 
they would come sooner upon the parishes 
for relief. He thoughkuo one could object 
to the education of the poor, provided 
it was coupled with religious instruction. 
He objected also to this measure, on ac- 
count of its expense. 

Mr. Luskington objected to the amend- 
ment, as tending to render the measure it- 
self perfectly nugatory?* 

The Chancellor of the faenfauer professed 
himself a warm friend totKe moral add re- 
ligious instruction of tffe poor; but* he 
thought that, by adopting the amendment 
of his hon. friend, the house would part 
with the measure for the session in a state 
infinitely preferable to that in which It 
would otherwisc^be. He agreed with an 
hon. baronet, that it was not advi^ble to^ 
couple proselytism with education; bui'nV 
toped that no fe£r of being suspected of 
such an intention would ever induce the 
house to separate religion from education; 
for he was convinced, that by a v religioua 
education alone, the people could be made 
good subjects, and their happiness be esta- 
blished .—After some further discussion, t 
division took place; 

* For the amendment . S3 
Against it 12 

• Majority . : 21 # ■ 

The compulsory clause was therefore lost.— 
On the re-admission of stringers to the * 
Qallery, we found, 

Mr. Pole Carew speaking agajnsKhe hilh 
He said, he could nevei; admit the justice of , 
laying such an impost as two millions a ypaiy 
the amount o£ the charge according to hit 
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own calculation, upon one class’of the com- 
munity, namely, the lapded interest of the 
country, to educate another class. But 
whftteveradT&ntage^n theway of morality, 
might arise .to the poof from learning to 
tead, he could tee neither utility nor 
morality ^gm writing and arith- 

meticjje*€he begged that gentlemen would 
3ust"tf5rn to the preamble, and substitute 
the wordB “ writing" and u arithmetic** in 
* place of the word 44 instruction , 99 and see 
how the matter would then bear in their 
own minds, as to the feasibility of the po- 
sition, “ Whereas great advantages to the 
lower orders are likely to arise from teach- 
ing them writing and arithmetic/’ 

JVir. Whitbread immediately rose. He 
said, the hon. gent, had attempted to cast 
of ridicule upon the preamble and 
the intent of the bill, which, in his opinion, 
it did not deserve. The hon. gent, asked* 
would any man say, after considering the 
principle in the way he had put it, whether 
morals were likely to be improved by wri- 
ting and arithmetic ? He ( Mr. W. ) was 
the man that would now stand forward, and 
answer, that they would ; and he was ready 
to vindicate his opinion, but should be glad 
to hear the hon. gent, defend his own. He 
would assert, j^i^trr^sar of contradiction 
from any rational man, that writing and 
arithmetic, so lar~ as they tended to exercise 
* and improve the human understanding, ten- 
ded also to improve morality; and that 
every vestige of knowledge, in progression 
from the humblest to the highest and most 
refined, operated proportionably to the im- 
pfov&incnt of morality amongst mankind 
After some farther discussion, the bill was 
rough, reported forthwith, ordered 
to be printed as amended, and to be taken 
info further consideration on Monday next. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

' Wednesday , July 22. 

[Minutes.] Mr. Sumner presented a 
* petition from John Alcock, esq., praying 
for an enlargement of the term for entering 
into recognisances on the petition complain- 
ing of an undue return for the borough of 
Lancaster, on tfc* ground of the indisposi- 
tion of one of the sureties. He then (mo- 
ved, t that the time of entering 1 into recogni- 
. sances be enlarged to Monday next. Sir 
J. Newport and Mr. P. Moore opposed 
thp motion, on the ground that the time 
had passed for presenting such petitions. 
Mr. Dent pledged himself in a4ew days to 
•ring before the house aseeqy of iniqu ity on 
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this subject of a very Extraordinary, net urij^. J 
After a few observations from the Speaker^/ 
the motion was negatived withouCk d if 
vision.— Mr. Dent gave noticey^at hg> 
would to-morrow mbve for lea*/ 1 to finnM, \ 
in a bill to prevent the feelingiu^^diOij.K, 
from being thus played with. 

[Defence of the Country.] Lord 
Castfereag/i, in pursuance 2>f the notice 
which he had had the honour to give, rose 
to call the attention of the house to the mi* 
litary measures which his majesty’s minis- 
ters had thought it their duty to propose; a 
subject at all times i important, but perhaps 
never so important as at the present mo- 
mentous crisis. It had been to him a 
subject of cousiderabl^uueasiness, that the 
production of these measures had been 
somewhat decayed by his own personal in- 
disposition ; but there were other and more 
serious causes which had induced govern- 
ment not to be hasty in bringing them for- 
ward, His majesty’s ministers could not 
but feel, on coming into office, that the 
event of the campaign on the continent 
which was then opening, whether favour- 
able or disastrous, was likely to present to 
the observation of parliament, the truest 
motives for inciting them to exertion — mo- 
tives much more powerful than any which 
the statements of government could other- 
wise produce. He could ateo assure tha 
right hon. gent, opposite (Mr. Windham), 
that his majesty’s ministers were anxious 
that their return to office should not be 
marked with any undue impatience to sub- 
vert the plans of their predecessors. Among 
the eminent qualities of the right hon. gent, 
the solicitude to destroy established sycK 
terns was one, which he owned he was least 
desirous to emulate. Impressed with these 
feelings, his majesty's ministers examined de- 
liberately the military system already in ex- 
istence. He was prepared to admit, that 
whatever objections he felt to that system, 
he also felt considerable difficulty in mak- 
ing & fundamental alteration iirit. A com- 
paratively inferior system laid fdaim to pro- 
tection, from the circumstance of its being 
in existence ; and therefore, in what he 
should offer to the house, the right hon. 
gent, would not find such a deliberate pur* 
pose of alteration as perhaps he expected, 
or as characterized his own arrival in that 
department which he (lord C.) had now 
the honour to fill. Having tty*.* stated ‘the 
reasons whyVjhls subject had not been sub- 
mitted at an earlier period to the consider** 
tionof parliament, be should now feel!* 
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ittfcduly to propose |o them a measure of 
^rYe&t energy , which would put the country 
much inconvenience, which would siib- 
fect it io severe sacrifices, but which was 
rendered^ jndispensabk by the circum- 
\iance^G^ the ri mes, and by the measures 
o f Ti i^VsyTaSrrTi n i s t rat i o n . On this point, 
he felt reliSed from the necessity of enter- 
ing into a particular and detailed description 
of this necessity. The present situation of 
Europe was enough of itself to rouse the 
public attention. If the late administration 
allowed, when they were in office, that the 
military strength of the country was inade- 
quate to its objects, how much more so 
must it now be, when it was hardly possi- 
ble to turn our eyes {p any quarter in which 
the interests of Great Britain were not at 
stake ? If the sphere of actiog were great, 
when the right hon. gent, was in power, 
how much was it extended at the present 
moment? We had now to support 
principles of policy, and to feed so much 
larger an army employed on foreign service. 
In the army at home also, we were called 
upon either to make a great effort to ren- 
der the second battalions of our regiments 
efficient, or with a due regard to economy, 
to abandon them altogether. He was ap- 
prehensive, however, # that should they fc>e 
abandoned, tile weakness which marked 
them, would.characterize the first batta- 
lions, and that the first battalions would 
soon become as inefficient as it was so deep- 
ly to be lamented that the second battalions 
now were. It was impossible to look to 
the general aspect of Europe, and to the 
returns on the table, by which it appeared 
how large a portion of our force was em- 
ployed abroad, and even on the most super- 
ficial view, entertain a doubt of the neces- 
sity of great exertions indeed, if we were 
desirous of preserving our security at home, 
and of not abandoning our military great* 
ness abroad. If the necessity were dispu- 
ted, he was prepared, and staked his per- 
sonal responsibility to prove (could he do so 
without divulging that which ought not to 
be divulged^ by the «nost satisfactory and 
undoubted details, that no voluntary or 
other local force was adequate to the wants 
of the country, but that for every thing of 
that (Inscription, a regular and efficient 
force mu8t.be substituted. The question, 
therefore, was not whether tto volunteer 
system or .the Training bill, could be im- 
proved, but what* that systeih was which 
•would carry our/egular arrfy and militia 
tp the bighes^point' with the least inedh- 


venienee tp the Existing establishments, 
and with the most moderate pressure on 
the country? If he" had satisfied the bouse 
that some substantive increase of regular 
force was necessary for the preservation of 
our dearest interests, it would be a propo* 
sition not very difficult to.^establisb, that 
we must not rely -for 'that ambb:^ of force 
which the public exigency requirecr%Qn.}he 
system* of ordinary recruiting whiclf the 
right hon. gent, opposite had projected, 
or on any system of ordinary recruiting 
which human wisdAn had devised. He 
would not now enter into a detailed exa- 
mination of the right hon. gent.'s system : 
that would be a subject for future discussion ; 
but he would generally state it as his own 
deliberate and decided conviction, that if any 
system of Ordinary recruiting 
much as it were possible to Wee it from the 
^fleets of undue competition, and were in 
every respect as well administered as it was 
in human power to administer it, it might 
keep up an urmy once Brought to its stand- 
ard, but it could never be competent of keep- 
ing up an army, and of increasing it at the 
same time. Let the house look at the re- 
suit of the right hon. gent/s system for the 
last six months — the most favourable pe- 
riod of its opei ation-^J&py would find that, 
deducting the boys raised ‘by^t, the actual 
produce of men obtained fiyMJufc amiy, was 
not so great as by the former double opera* . 
tion of the ordinary recruiting, and the Ad* 
ditional Force act, much less was it calcu- 
lated to give that increase to our military 
strength, which the foreign measures of his 
majesty’s late ministers (and into the wis- 
dom of those measures he would not now 
enter) had rendered # necessaiy, If Jthere- 
foj*e, it was meant»to have a bona fide ad- 
dition to the amount of our public force, 
was perfectly illusory to depend on the or- 
dinary recruiting ; in truth, therefore, the 
question came to this, what measures must 
be resorted to to raise the army to the 
standard to which circumstances imposed the 
necessity of its being raised ? Certainly, by 
SQmesortof compulsion. No desirablespe? 
ciesof compulsion had ever occurred to any 
administration unconnected with ballot; 
and here he could not avoid condemning # 
thelinnecessafy pains which the right bon* 
gent, opposite had taken to ctecry tbff use 
of ballot. If it were allowed that com- * 
j5blsion must be resorted to, and that com- 
pulsion must be founded ondballbt, Out 
choice was narrowed to a very limited ex- 
tent. In "sutjmitting to parliament wlj# 
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had occurred to his majesty’s ministers as | quate) *we had s, nore filarly approached 
most expedient on this subject, he hoped those bounds by whiehlBvery country lirti- 
they would ndt expect c any peculiar no- ted in population, must necessarily be pre-{ 
▼elty. He acknowledged that he had not vented from furnishing more men for itft\ 

. made any very great discovery : he had indeed military service, or atP least fr^pi furnishing \ 
avoided every thing that appeared mighty them without considerable JjVu~-T t 

ingenious, b££AUAo*he knew very well, therefore, a mode offered itselfp?pfocu- 
that on ajjifubjects, and 'especially on mi- ring men with more facility than in any 
litary Objects, these ingenious and com- other way, that mode ought tft be adopted, 
plicated theories, although they might look There was another striking difference be- 
extremely well on pdper, were found to be tween the situation of the country when 
sadly deficient when attempted to be put in- the Army of Reserve act was passed, and 
to practice. He was persuaded, whatever his the situation of the country at .present* 
opinion of the military plan of the right Just before the former 'period, the regular 
bon. gent, was, that at all times, and in a militia had been balloted, and had been 
state of war above all other times, it was called into service ; now, their period of 
infinitely better to adopt the military esta- service had expired, a^l would terminate 
blishmeuts of the country as they stood, with the termination of the war. What- 
-fertfty and support them, than to ever supplier, therefore, might now be 
weaken and throw them down for the pur- drawn from the militia for the regular 
pose of substituting some speculation, ow army, would consist of men whose 6ervi- 
which experience alone could prove the ces would be otherwise, approximating to a 
superiority. There seemed to be this conclusion, while the new levies, to fill up • 
simple alternative on which to decide. If the deficiency thus occasioned in the mili- 
we were to raise a great number of men tia, would consist of men commencing a 
by ballot, the country must be called upon term of service of 5 years. Thus the 
either to submit to a ballot for men direct country would obtain a military protection 
for the regular army, or to submit to a ready lor a new war or any other emer- 
ballot for men for the militia, with the gency, and would enjoy a diminution of 
view of our drawing>fraax the militia that those burthens which* must otherwise be 
aid •which the^vicQcnplete regiments of the incurred at the conclusion of peace, to re- 
line iequired. **Ke would state the grounds place that very great portion o3f the militia 
•for the option made by bis majesty’s minis- which must in that event be discharged* 
ters, and shew why they thought it the In proposing, therefore, to levy men by 
less advisable measure to raise a number ballot for the militia, rather than to revive 
of men by ballot direct for the regular the provisions of the Army of Reserve act, 
ariqy. It ^as true that the act of 1804 no new or avoidable burthen would be 
(the Agny of Reserve act), to which he might imposed upon the con ntry, but that bur- 
consider himself a party, was for the pur- then 'merely would be anticipated, to 
raising men by ballot direct for which, on the return of peace, the coun- 
tbearmy ; and it was also true, that if ever try must submit. That part of the mea- 
a military measure w%s beneficial to the sure of the right hon. gent, last year, 
country, it was that act, from which, in a C which excluded from the army any regular 
very short space of time, most important battalions for limited service, was another 
advantages, had been derived. If, there- strong cause for preferring the mode now 

• fore, the country stood in the .same situ- proposed of augmenting our force. It 
ation, as that in which it stood in 1804, was true, th^t this obstacle was not insun 
he should certainly have thought it the mountable, but it was the wish of his nfh- 
daty of his majesty's ministers to submit jesty’s ministers to disturb da little as pos- 

, to parliament some proposition, analo- sible the existing military establishments 
gous to the Arm^ of Reserve act ; but of the country. The levy of men for the 
it was impossible not to fcel that the qjr- militia would be less prejudicial to the 
, cu instances of thq country weue essentially country, and to the regular recruiting for 
• different nowffrom what they were then, other reasons. There was a greater prone- 
and that they were now precisely such as ness in the peasantry to enter into the mi- 
to afford strong reasons for a preference of litia than into the regular army* Men for 
the bther m6de of increasing our military the militia wobld not only be more easily 
strength. In the first place, front the Inag- got, but they wfeuld be of*a better descrip- 

* nhude of our for^e (however yet inade- tion ; and although he allowed that the 
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large ballot whict would be required, 

• would raise the bclinty considerably, yet 
it would not be railed so much as if the 
- same ballot were to take place direct for 
ihe regular army. The balloting tor the 
militia Inrtl become congenial to the habits 
of the c^uimrjr. It was familiar with it. 
The peopl" recognized it with tranquillity, 
and the magistrates executed it with ease. 
The Army of Reserve act, although a most 
estimable measure at the time ot its adop- 
tion, yet being one of comparatively greater 
pressure, alter it had been four mouths in 
operation, degenerated so much, that those 
by whom it had been proposed, thought it 
their duty to move fur its suspension, lie 
thought also the house would feci, that the 
fact of the penal tiesNiuder the Army of Re- 
serve act never having been enforced, was 
a most serious obstacle to ally recurrence 
to that measure. Those who were in power 
had transferred the penalties to the Addi- 
tional Force act and that alone; but Tvhen 
the right lion. gent, proposed to pailiainent 
to repeal those fines in deliance of every 
principle of public justice and legislative 
dignity, he (lord C.) had endeavoured to 
shew how pregnant with mischief that right 
lion, gent.’s proposition was ; and that it 
was one which would render nugatory any 
measuie similar to The Army o! IlesnVe 
act. That the step then taken was unwise, 
now appeared pietty strongly ; aud were he 
to propose a renewal of the Army of Re- 
serve act, he was satisfied that he should, 
in consequence, subject the country to all 
the vexation of a legislative measure, which 
must end m complete failure. The house 
would also feel as an inducement to prefer 
the mode which lie had suggested, that 
looking at the piesent state of the country, 
it the gentlemen of the roil'^a were dis- 
posed to lend themselves to such a laudable 
object, it wus ifiucli more desirable that 
any temporary inefficiency should exist in 
the defensive rather than in the offensive 
part of our military torce. In every point 
of view, therefore, it seemed preferable to J 
raise men for ’the regular army from the 
militia, than to raise men for the regular 
army by a ballot. It was a mere anticipa- 
tion of a burthen which must be imposed ; 
it was a cheaper method ; it wa9 one by 
which Better troops would be procured ; 
and it would ultimately restore to the re- 
cruiting market that monopoly which he 
was as desirous as the right lion. gent, op- 
posite, that it should possess.-^Having thus 
detailed the grouifds on which the measuse 
Vo l. IX. •' 


now proposed had been adopted, it became 
necessary to state the extent of the levy. 

At the termination of five years service, 
all men balloted for the militia weie en- 
titled to their discharge. The official do- 
cuments proved, that from December next to 
the succeeding May, between 5 and 6 thou- 
sand of the militia woulti'be'o&j^n titled to 
their discharge, besides the waste produced 
by other circumstances. He was aindous 
v\hen the subject of ballot was agitated, to 
submit to the house the expediency of pro- 
viding not only a ewer for this deficiency 
and this waste, but also such a number of 
supernumeraries (for whom the officers 
now in the militia would be sufficient), as 
would render any further ballot for two or 
Ihree years wholly unnecessary; so that a 
security Mould be given to the-bgf. thatji 
continual ballot would not exist in compe- 
tition with their 'ordinary recruiting. In 
funking to the number of men which it 
Mould be proper to r.iisc for these pur- 
poses, two questions offered themselves for 
consideration.* Whut number of men could 
the militia afford to spare? and what num- 
i her of men did the army indispensably re- 
quire to put it in a state of adequate effi- 
ciency ; that was, to place every regiment, 
including the second battalions, on its pro- 
per footing? 1 1 aT liVg* d u ly r weigh ed t^ese 
points, his majesty’s mTujsMhs proposed 
that all those nun now serving in the mi- 
litia exceeding tliree-lil tfis ot the militia 
establishment in Great Britain, and ono 
half of the militia in Ireland, should be 
transferred to the line. By this arrange- 
ment, about Q 1,7 00 men would be gaiilecj 
from the militia c£ Great Britain, anifabout 
7,000 from the militia of Ireland. Jt had #> 
been thought bettered) propose to take the 
excess above three-fifths of the British mi- 
litia establishment, and the excess above 
one-lialf of the Irish militia establishment, * 
rather than to lake two-fifths of thp British 
militia and half the Irish nnlitia, because 
as several of the militia regiments were not 
completely filled up. the latter mode would 
weaken them too much. In one word, by 
the proposed plan, the British militia would 
remain at three-filtbs, and the Irish militia 
at ore-half of its present* establishment. 
The*men to be raifed by ballot were, as he 
before seated, for three objtftts, to cover the ^ 
waste iu the militia, to supply the defi- • 
ciencies occasioned by so great a transfer 
from the militia regiments to ibe fegul^r 
army, ^md to provic^s a body ot supernu* ^ 9 
meraries laflge enough to prevent the Bpeq^jr * 
3K , • • ' 
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recurrence of the ballotf To effect these 1 
objects, it had been thought better to men- 
tion a . proportion, rather than a defined 
number. As the law at present stood, his 
majesty was empowered to call on the c oun- 
ties to ballot for a supplementary militia, 
amounting, in Great Biitam, to 24,000 men, 
viz. 20,00j^<fo"l : ?ngland, and 4,000 in Scot- 
land. the numbtr of this supplemen- 
tary militia was exactly half of the esta- 
blished militia, so it hud been deemed ad- 
visable to propose that the counties should 
be called upon for a supplementary militia 
and a half, making 36,000 men tor Great 
Britain, besides 8,000 for Ireland. Allow- 
ing for the necessary waste, this wo ild 
add at least 38,000 men to the gross mili- 
tary force of the country, and 28,000 men 
to, the regpW army ; leaving with *.he militia 
~ a large body of supernumeraries, sufficient 
for a long period to release the standing 
army from the embarrassments, which il 
ballot must occasion ; and, when peacL 
should arrive, instead of not having any 
militia at all, the country would possess a 
militia of 36’, 000 men, and would only have 
to raise the difference between that number 
and the full establish meat, namely, a fourth, 
or 12,000 men. — Having thus stated the ex- 
tent to which in thejpresent public exigency 
it 4 ad been taught wise to carry the in- 
crease of the regular army from the iniluia, 
be observed, thatno pains bad been spaied 
by his majesty’s government to digest a 
mode of transferring the men from the mi- 
litia to the line, more free from objection 
than any that had hitherto been devised, 
mchre palatable to the officers of the militia, 
and lets likely to hurt that^yist pride in their 
% different regiments, which they so lauda- 
bly entertained. On* this part of the sub- 
ject his majesty’s government would Re 
extremely happy to receive any suggestions 
from the officers of militia, with which they^ 
might thjnk proper to favour them . 1 1 had i 

occurred to his majesty's ministers, that I 
there were two objections which were likely 
to press on the feelings of militia officers ; I 
the first was, the large amount of the force 
that would be extracted from the militia; the 
Other, the danger which the militia regi- 
ments would for a while incur of a relaxa- 
tion of discipline by the vduiuteering anefc re- 
cruiting for the luie« With Yespecf to the 
Jfast objection* be trusted it would not be 
Jpeemed a very serious one, when it wasco a- 
? oit^redrtha^ although a great diminution in 
>>£he numbers of the militja must certai nf take 
pla^e for the increase o: the regular army, 

/ * ♦ 


yet that a greater nf mber would imme- 
diately be supplied from the counties. 
With respect to the second objection, it 
was proposed, in the first instance, and for 
a certain period, to submit the recruiting 
lor the line from the militia solely to the 
direction of the militia officers. It ’was 
proposed, that* for 30 days after the issu- 
ing of the warrants, no soldier or officer of 
the regular army should interpose, or 
ha\e any intercourse with the militia. It 
was in the contemplation of his majesty, and 
of his royal highness the commauder-iii- 
cliicf, to give, as usual, ^commissions in 
tlit* line, in proportion to the number of men 
raised, and to commission the officers in 
the regiment to which .the men might be 
invited to go, should/ die wished -for num- 
ber not be piodueedf within the 30 days : 
but it was uloo proposed to accept a smal- 
ler proportion of men, provided they were 
produced in :)() days, in preference to the 
allowing ot volunteering in round num- 
bers, il a third was thus produced instead of 
two-iifihs. lie would submit to the; bouse 
hut a few observations on the terms of 
enlistment, because they would with more 
propriety become the subject of a future 
discussion. lie was certainly far fiorn 
wishing to anticipate the decision of par- 
li fluent, on a question of scl interesting a 
nature, as whether or not the men should 
be allowed to enlist fur life*; though he 
c onfessed that he differed very widely from 
the right lion. gent. opposite in Ins opinions 
on that point ; he was by no means dis- 
posed to advise that the regulations ad- 
opted lust yeur by parliament should be 
rescinded, and things restored to their 
lornu r state. Yet still lie thought it would 
be wise to give to individuals the alterna- 
tive whether,. they would enlist for life or 
not ; but he admitted that the only fit 
opportunity for discussing this question 
would be oil the introduction of the Mu- 
tely bill, and that such discussion was irre- 
levant to a collateral measure like that 
before the house. He would observe, liov.- 
ever, that the right lion, gent ..himself had 
not thought that no case could occur in 
which a deviation from his regulationi 
would be advisable. He had certainly 
held out an expectation to all those who 
had served 21 years in the army, that they 
would be immediately discharged ; but 
prudence i«ould not allow him to venture 
on this step, and in the face/ of his own 
principles heuibstained "from discharging 
tlicse men, who were vefy numerous! and 
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who were still in the service. If, there- J to the training part, he confessed that he had 
• fore, the right hoj|i. gent, relaxed the re- never been able to obtain information ; and 
filiations ol parliament, to suit his own he called upon tlfe right hoft. gent., if he 
convenience, surely he (lord C.) might call could, to afford it to him, how that could 
upon parliament tc* relax them for the possibly take place under the superin ten- 
conveuience of the public and lor the dance of a constable alone, the only way 
advancement ’of the geueral interest, l! presented by the bill, indeed, the right 
he. were so fortunate as to persuade the lion, gent had contrived to throw such a 
house to agrge to his propositions for traus- ridicule over this part of the subject, that 
ferring a portion of thef militia, to the line, it \v3s vain to hope we could inspire a 
and for raising a great number of men by rustic feeling upon it,* orconvert the train- 
ballot for the rnilitia, he was convinced he mg so directed into a rustic amusement* 
could shew them, that whatever might be lie pledged himself? therefore, to propose 
the expediency of granting such an option that this part of the training bill should not 
to the peasantry enlisting for the line, it he realized ; but he repeated, that he 
would unquestionably be adviseable to give would not abandon the bill altogether, or 
to the militia enlisting in the line, the op- rather he would not abandon that part of it 
lion of a limited or an unlimited term of which was taken from the Defence bill, 
service ; of course with an increased boun- which wfffe the only efficient part of the 
ty for the latter; that those who were not Trainingbill, and yrhich the Yight bon. gent* 
so sensible otthe charms of a limited term of had contrived very much to disfigure. A 
service as the right hon.gent. opposite, yught fundamental objection which he entertained 
be empowered to make their election accor- to the Training bill, was, that the time of 
dingly. He did not mean to make this a service was too short.* It was impossible 
pari of the geueral measure, but would to train men, unless they were organized; 
submit it in a separate clause. He must and when so organized, he thought that 
not omit to state what it was the intention they ought to be liable to a longer service* 
of his majesty's ministers to propose with What with the registering, balloting, &c. &c. 
regard to that part of tl ic military force of the year appointed by the Training bill 
the country which w^s noi regular nor yii- would soon vanjgh, and the ballot would 
lilia, but which was ready to support and soon be to recommence. # If^ie volunteers 
come in aid of both ; — and lirst,us to the right should find themselves unable to continue 
hon. gent.'s measure of last year, the Tram- a sacrifice, which was unquestionably a see- 
ing bill. In duty to him and to the house, vere one, which had reflected the highest 
some explanation was necessary of what had honour on their character and conduct, 
been done by Ins majesty’s ministers on 
this subject, since they came into office, 
and of what they meant to do. The 
fact was, that if they had been the original 
advisers of the measure, or had partaken 
of the right hon. gent.'s partiality lor it, it 
would have been out of the^pow^** to car- 
ry it into effect ; for so happily was it con- 
trived, that the ballot could not go forward 
in many of the counties, and though in this 
double carrying tyll, the militia ballots 
were suspended, it left the training lists 
completely in the back grouhd. Consis- 
tently witlrthe sentiments which he had al- 
ready stated, lie declared that though not 
an original admirer of the right hon. gent.'s 
measure, yet, being in existence, he wish- 
ed to draw even from that measure, as much 
military resource as possible. He would, 
therefore, not propose to parliament to 
aholish that part of it which related to clas- 
sifications, *ballot£, Ac. for the due execu- 
. Hon of which government had it in contem- 
plation to suggest some provisions ; buf as 


but which, in many instances, would scarce- 
ly be expected to be permanent; in thin 
case, in the Training bill, or rathejinthe 
Defence bill, might be discovered a basia 
on which the military establishments of* 1 * 
t^e country might be founded. Instead of 
balloting the men toi be trained for a year, 
lie would propose that they should be bal- 
loted for two years at least ; indeed, three 
years would not be too long a period. If 
parliament consented to this, they might 
gain two objects ; in the first place, the 
discipline thus diffused would be greater, 
eyid would qualify the subjects of it for the 
regular army if wauted ; in the second 
place, looking to that amount of force 
which parliament had acclared it was ne^ 
ceftary, should be six times larger than 
the militia, or, in other wgrds, 200,000 
men, the seeds of a permanent military" 
force might be planted in it, which might 
grow up as the volunteers might tfeclaie* 

His notiog was, bavfog laid the foundation • 

I of this force, to enable Ins majesty to dtoct ^ 




that, where the volunteer^ were qot in this 
proportion of six times the number of the 
militia, .a local militia should be created, 
by ballot, outofthe men disciplined by the 
Training bill, to be officered out of the re- 
gular militia, lie' meant to propose that 
this local militia in peace, should be disci- 
plined the same number of days as the re- 
gular militia, but that they should never 
serve out of their counties, except in cases 
of rebellion or invasion. Thus would be 
produced a regular and organized force, out 
of that which, according to the measure of 
the right hon. gent., could create nothing 
but embarrassment. By thi?, the Training 
bill might be rendered useful, for he enter- 
ed his solemn protest against throwing 
down any great public establishment, fur 
the mere purposes of speculation. Here 
was the difference between the right hon. 
gent, and himself; when the right hon. 
gent, came into office, lie most unwisely 
did every thing in his power to relax the 
volunteer system, fof the purpose of intro- 
ducing his Training bill, lie (lord C.)on 
the contrary, was not desirous to subvert 
atiy thing done by that right hon. gent. ; the 
fact was, indeed, that with his best endea- 
vours he had done nothing, lie (lord C.) 
had always advised th 4 it the character and 
spirit of the volunteer corps should Ui up- 
held until some other decisively superior 
.establishment coukl be discovered as a sub- 
stitute. His majesty's present government 
had re-eslabl'&hed the system of inspection 
of the volunteers; without that s}steuiit 
was impossible that any principle of eco- 
nomy could *oe observed — that any secu- 
rity cofold be enjoyed for^the proper ad- 
■oninis.tration of the lends, appropriated to 
various parts of the volunteer service, or 
that the volunteer establishment could be 
kept in an organized state. It was m the 
contemplation of his majesty’s ministers to 
encourage volunteer corps, not to substi- 
tute permanent service for their drill 
days, for that in most cases would be 
inconvenient, and in many impractica- 
ble, but to pass those dnil days in ex- 
ercises from home. it would then be 
seen which of^those who entered into 
volunteer corps, f did it for the sake of 
exemption, or for other fhotives. If par- 
liament should tl-hil: fit to adopt any sub- 
sequent tneasfires on i his subject, his mar 
jest/* ministers would not shrink fro nr j 
it. iLet* thorn, however, be deliberate in 
1 ^Slf u overtaking, recollecting the ol<i say- 
the more haste, the \vor& sp^ed.” 


The noble lord here efitered into a brief 
recapitulation of his arguments. lie had 
been culled upon to propose to parliament, 
in a time of exigency, a measure adequate 
to meet that exigency, and which there- 
fore, whatever its nature might' be, was 
open to strong and plausible objections, 
since it must bb one of great burthen, and 
imposing great sacrifices on a country 
which had already borne great burthens and 
made great sacrifices, not with patience 
only, but with pleasure. But he was con-* 
vinced that the country would feel now, as 
it had always felt, that those who propo- 
sed these burthens were its best friends, 
because they were proposed for the seen-* 
rity and welfare of the country. On sub- 
jects of this nature, ccydsiderable difficulty 
txisted in giving a preference to one among 
various measure, all standing on the ground 
of solid argument and ingenious reasoning; 
’but he could assure the house, that the 
proposition which he had the honour to 
submit tu them was the result of Lhe most 
anxious consideration from the earliest pe- 
riod alter the acceptance of ollue by his 
majesty's ministers. They had made the 
be?l proposition they could — had disturbed, 
as little as possible, the existing establish-* 
men's, and had nut allowed themselves to 
eiiiei the field of military discovery. Un- 
1 questionably, the militia service would, for 
[a time, ho disluihed, hut it Vuuld soon 
! recover u-« ll, and he was sure that w lion 
the (Kirns of the mil ilia considtied that 
tiie men taken out ut the militia for the 
advantage of the country, were only those 
men who must soon have been disc Imiged 
by L\v, and that in lieu of them they 
world K reive ficsh and abundant ma- 
terials f«>r nrulciiug the. militia efficient 
both in peace, and war, tiny would give 
their cordial support to the measure. It 
‘was a consolation to teflecl, that the his- 
tory of this country did not u fiord an instance 
in. which, when the public nuud was called 
upon to encounter difficulties, it was not 
the peculiar characteristic of Britain to risfe 
superiur to every obstacle, and (never to be 
so strong or so distinguished, as after 
the pressure of distress. That individual, 
who, unfortunately for the world, had ac- 
quired such an ascendancy on the conti- 
nent, was little aware, that by that very 
ascendency lie was creating in this country 
a power tcS which the world might ulti- 
mately look for deliverance ; arid that out 
of the necessity which his inordinate am- 
bition produced, the military character of ‘ 
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Great Britain would probably be raised to the last system, if the remaining months of 
•a: greater height them any to which it had the year should be equally productive, of 
fihherto attained. The noble lord conclu- which he had no doubt, the whole dumber 
cied by observing, that he should divide the raised under the new system, in the year 
measure into two bills,atid that if the bills, 1807, would be 22,000. The noble lord 

for which lie was about to move, should not had said; that it was not his intention to 
be ready for delivery to members on that alter any part of that system by his mea« 
night, of which he was somewhat appre- sure, but whilst the ballot would be going 
lieusive, he ^Jiould not press the second on, it would be almost impossible to obtain 
reading on Friday, but propose that it be a marf for the regular army. lie was suro 
postponed to Monday. He then moved the house would be disposed to make ev^ry 
lor leave to bring in a bill, for allowing a sacrifice that the occasion might require* 
certain proportion of the militia in Great but the country ha3 a right to consider, 
Britain voluntarily tp enter into hi* majes- whether it could look with confidence to 
ty's regular forces. the efficacy of the sacrifices it wa9 called 

Sir George IV arr fader thought that the on to make, and to expect that its resour* 
noble lord had not jnade out any case to ces should be properly applied. And if 
shew, that any consoler able addition was they looked to the manner in which the 
necessary to the d implacable force. It ap- present ilfinistcrs came into office, the 
prared to him extraordinary ^hat with the country would ha* f e no reason to be satis- 
views entertained by the hon. gentlemen op- ^ed on this head. He felt that the measure 
polite, aud considering the charges ma^le by proposed, would not add to the military 
them against their predecessors, lor not hav- force of the country, byt transfer a portion 
imisenlexpeditionsto theconliiient, they had of one braneh of it to another; and* 
not made this proposition to parliament upon therefore, should not think that he was 
their liist coming into office. H the measure discharging his duty, if he did not oppose 
had been brought forwm <1 la^t session, and he it m every stage. The noble lord had said, 
bad Lid the honour of a seat in that house, ihut the king had at present the power* 
he might have supported it ; but he could without resorting to parliament, of calling 
not give fiis consent to it on the present out the supplemental militia to the number 
occasion, whciii the country had only to of 24,000. Of this he douefted, because 
look for a defensive foice. As to the there were some of the supplemental mili- 
transfer proposed from the militia to the tia at piesent in the service ; and if the pow- ' 
regiments of the line, he felt considerable er existed at all, he could not think it 
difficulties upon that subject, because the would extend to a greater number, than the 
measures necessary to replace the men so difference between the number of those of 
transferred would interfere with the regular the supplemental militia now serving, and 
recruiting. The militia was certainly a the whole amount of that militia. •There 
favourite service, because it was limited might be different opinions respecting the ^ 
both as to time and place, and was attended propriety of calling out the supplemental 
with a provision for the wives and families irylitia, but of this be was certain, that the 
of the persons who engage*} an it. There measure of the nob)g lord would do away 
could be no doubt therefore that men the benefit derived from the regular recruit- 
would be more readily had for that service *ing. The system now in force would in 
than for the line, a circumstance that the present year produce 22,0t)0 men* 
would materially interfere with the ordi- and would prove progressively more pro- 
nary recruiting. The system that had been ductive in every future year. The plan of 
aSopted last year, he contended,’ had proved the noble lord would impede its progress, 

# eminently successful.* The right hon. gent, aud operate r.s a very unequal tax upon the 
who had brought forward that system, had public, for every gentleman must know, 
uniformly stated that the benefits to be ex- that not one of six of the4>Mloted men ser- 
pected from it would be progressive, and ved in person, so tfiat, in procuring a substi-* 
the event justified his statement. The ef- tute, the individual was subject to a most se- 
fect produced by it in the northern counties vereand unequal tax. Upon alUhese grounds * 
was very great, and by the papers upon the he should feel it to be his duty to op- 
table, it appeared that by this System the pfcse the measure, unless it shgulcUunder- 
number of Men raided in the year 1807, was go such modification in [the cornmitteefes 
greater by 700, than the number raised in would*rempve his objections. J 

the corresponding period of last y$ar und§r Mr, Yorke fished to*take the earlikt 
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opportunity of stating his objections to the 
measure proposed by his noble friend, be- 
cause, however disagreeable it might be to 
* him, it was the duty of every gentleman in 
that house, to state candidly his impres- 
sions upon a subject of such importance. 
He was undoubtedly aware, that what he 
was going to state, would not meet with 
general concurrence, but he was acting 
under a feeling of duty, and should declare 
liis sentiments with I'audour. We had now 
come to a crisis when the situation of affairs 
would not admit of blunders, when an error 
might be fatal, and every member was there- 
fore bouud to make a free communication of 
what he felt upon the subject. He appro- 
ved most cordially of that part of his noble 
friend's proposition, which provided for the 
transfer of so many men from ttfe militia as 
could be iudutfed to volunteer into the line. 
That part of it was most efficacious, and 
the pzoposition were to stop there, it would 
, produce great public benefit, because the 
men so added to tlie army would be appli- 
cable to the protection of Ireland, where the 
militia could not be expected as a body to 
serve. The men also, who should volun- 
teer into the regular army, would very soon 
be iit for service in the regiments to whic h 
they might be transferred. As he under- 
stood his noble Jjne.nd, his plan was to raise 
38,000 men by ballot for theVnilitia, in or- 
der to replace these who should volunteer 
into the line, and to provide a certain num- 
ber of supernumeraries, in order to supply 
the vacancies as they should occur by ca- 
sualties, apd the expiration of the men’s 
6ervi<;^, so that it should not be necessary 
to resort again to the baflot for some lime. 
J To this part of li^s noble friend’s plan 
be objectecf, because it did not appear 
to him to be efiicacrcms. As to the ap- 
plication of the ballot, he had objections to 
that too, but not ou the ground stated by* 
the hold member who had just sat down. 
It was his conviction that the ballot 
was necessary, and when that particular 
mode of raising a supply for the army had 
been the subject of much obloquy in that 
house, he had defended and supported it. 
He had ou that ,joccasion stated, what he 
«. was now ready to repea^ that no force ade- 
quate to the protection and<defenc£ of this 
empire coul^ be obtained without some spe- 
cies of compulsion. No great army could 
be raided and kept up without having rfc- 
c&urse to I compulsory levy. And it sur- 
prised him to bear gentlemen who tpplied 
tkir minds to suf h subjects^ and supported 
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the reputation of statesmen, assert, that, 
when an army of thi^e or four hundred' 
thousand men was to be raised, such a fence 
could be supplied by voluntary service. 
He agreed with his poble friend, that this 
was not the time for discussing the merits 
of the measure, and he equally approved 
of his intention not to disturb the system of 
the right hon. gent, opposite (Jlr. Windham) 
this session. It had always been his wish 
to allow any measures that might he adopt- 
ed by parliament a fair trial, and it was on 
that principle he acted, when he had proposed 
to give the late Defence act an opportunity 
of fair trial. With respect to the plan of 
the right hon. gent, opposite, however, he 
was bound to state that it did not appear 
to him efficacious, mm might be dangerous. 
That plan, he admitt&d, might be adequate 
to keep up t4e numbers of the army, it once 
the army was raised to the establishment 
vote/i by parliament, and he had said the 
same of the measure of the right hon. gent, 
now no more (Mr. Pitt). Bui though he 
admitted this, the measure would not an. 
swer his purpose. The system, he allowed, 
had produced something more than thr or- 
dinary recruiting, and the Parish bill. But 
the noble lord had stated, that the defi- 
ciency of the army, from the establishment 
voted by parliament, amounted to between 
52 and SO thousand ; the casualties amounted 
to 13,000 ; so that the number to be raised 
within 12 months, m order to answer the 
purpose he had in view', would be 3S,00(>. 
lie had also another objection to the 
present system, arising out of the altera- 
tion of the terms of service. The system 
might for that reason produce more men, 
but fewer soldiers. British soldiers should 
be military men, sui generis* They were 
often engaged against twice their number 
of enemies, aud under disadvantages of si- 
tuation and circumstances, of debarkation 
and embarkation ; they must therefore be 
real soldiers, and British troops had always 
pfoved themselves to be of that descrip, 
tion. If oUr brave but unfortunate coun- 
trymen in Egypt, wh/»re the efforts of every ( 
individual was necessary to repel the su- 
periority ofmimbers that assailed them, had 
not been troops of that character, it would 
have been, impossible to save the remains 
of that army. He did not concur iti the ob- 
jection to the ballot, because it would inter- 
fere with toe system of the right hon. gpnt. 
This measure was to furnish <33,000 men 
to the army, and he could not see any rea- 
sonable pbjection to it on the ground of its 

% * 
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interfering with a part of the supply under! 
the present system. They could not apply 
lilg Conscription whifch had enabled France 
to overrun the continent to this country. 
But the ballot was applicable, both because 
it was necessary, and cdhfoi mable to the prac- 
tice of the constitution ; but he could not as- 
sent to its application as proposed by his no- 
ble frieud. # By the papers upon the table, it 
appeared lhaf the regular force at present in 
(■real Britain and Ireland, was 25,000 less 
than when lie went out of office, a period when 
so much was said about the necessity of aug- 
menting that description of the national 
force. Upon this Subject the house, he 
thought, ought to hjive some explanation. 
Though no person ought lightly to make a 
fharye upon ministers for their distribution 
of i he public force, \t whfMi he considered 
how i hat force had Open las^year distri- 
buted, or rather scattered, he could not 
avoid raying, that the matter ought to be 
explained. A considerable force Jiadsbcen 
sent So South America, and though he 
should not say any thing of the merits of 
the first expedition to that country, because 
an hun. officer, a Inend of Ins, had been 
tried for having undertaken it, he was 
ready to admit, that it was advisable to 
support the force that achieved the ori- 
ginal conquest. Bufr he wished to know 
from the rigft hon. gent. opposite, (Mr. 
AVindham,) why, after the battle of Jena, so 
large a force as 3,000 men had been sent 
out under general Craufurd to America. 
These troops, from the manner in which the 
expedition had been conducted, had been 
nine months at sea. The troops which 
had been employed in foreign service, were 
the best of the British army. There was 
an army likewise in the Mediterranean, 
from which the expedition to Egypt had 
been detached. That expedition he felt it 
difficult to appreciate, nor should it have 
liis approbation, unless it could be proved 
to him, that under all the circumstances ot 
the case the project was well concerted an*d 
t£c force dispatched fully adequate to its 
object. Erpm the circumstances he had 
stated, it appeared that a recruit for the 
army was necessary. The regular force in 
Great Britain and Ireland at present, was 
15,000 less than even last year, it would 
be obvious how necessary it was in the 
present situation of the world t to concen- 
trate the British army in thfse Islands 
witli all possible expedition. A*s that was- 
impracticable with respect to tlie Aistatii 
•froops, he agreed* to the use of the ballot 

/ . #1 


to raise a considerable force ; but he thought 
the ballot Should be employed to raise an 
army of reserve; wjiich would.be disposable 
for the protection of Ireland, rather Clyui to 
recruit the militia. The Army of Reserve , 
act, and the other defensive measures 
which he had formerly brought forward, were 
only so many great steps towards making 
the country a military nation. He had 
long been a militia officer, but should not 
sutler his natural partiality for one branch 
of the military establishment, to prevent 
him from stating hi^opinion on it freely as 
a part of the whole. The militia had done 
much service, but was not now adequate to 
the object of its establishment, for it was 
not numerous enough. The number of the 
militia had been calculated upon the exi- 
gency of^lie wars in which this country 
had been heretofore engaged, and was 
consequently inadequate to the present 
crisis. A much smaller establishment was 
sufficient, when the most formidable expe- 
dition that could be equipped against any 
country, in 1744, which was composed bf 
30,000 troops, under Marshal Saxe, as- 
sembled at Boulogne, than under all the 
circumstances of the present war. Besides, 
the war had continued now 14 years with 
little intermission, and the officers of the 
militia, who had submitted to considerable 
privations and inconvenience# in ordef to 
make themselves soldiers, would not be 
disposed to continue during a war,, of 
which they saw no end. He did not think 
it therefore possible that proper officers 
could be obtained for the militia during 
such a length of time. There^yere at pre- 
sent 56* second battalions in the country, 
which generally Tlid not consist of more 5 
than 250 men each. • It would, of course, 
b# necessary to seifd 750 men to each to 
complete them, and* all the men which 
,were proposed to be got from the militia 
would not be sufficient to complete 36' of 
them. He should, therefore, 'propose 
that the remaining twenty should be added 
to the nine garrison battalions that were 
nearly complete, and that then the ballot 
should operate to fill those 29 garrison 
battalions. The advantage that he would 
propose from this would be, that instead 
of ‘^5, 000 men gamed for the regular army* 
for iheidefence of the courtfry, there wjould 
oe 46,000. As to the objection of his . 
qoble inend, that the ballot lor the reserve 
would be productive of expeuc^ byv&ising 
the price of substitutes, he was sure his v 
le friend* must liAe been imsiuiui. 


his ut>- 
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upon that head, because undoubtedly the ample, and that in consequence, by Christ* 
ballet fur the reserve in the format* instance, mas next, the country would be in a situa- 
kad not the effect of rising the bounties tion to defy all danger, in stating his 
for substitutes for the militia. As to the liments on the subject, he had discharged 
remission of the penalties he had disappro- his duty. He saw that the military system 
ved of that measure, but he could not of the country was faf from perfect ; he was 
agree with his noble friend, that it would .afraid they talked too much on these sub. 
be an objection to the effect of a bill for jects, whilst so little had been done. He 
raising a similar one now, because it would had hoped that they had done with discus- 
equally apply to the militia acts, which had sions of this description; but as t lie sub- 
net been impeded by it. He had never jeet had been again broached, he trusted 
thought the Defence act which he had the house would take effectual measures for 
brought forward perfect, but he had always procuring a great army, which, added to 
considered it as a step taken upon the our naval pre-eminence, would enable us to 
country towurds its military organization, bid defiauce to the tyrant, who had tram- 
When he brought it forward, he had looked pled upon the independence of so many of 
to it more as a stimulus to the volunteer the continental states. 

force to keep it up to that amount, which Mr. Bathurst coincided in most of the 
would be adequate to the necessity of the sentiments expressed \fy his right lum. fiiend, 
times, than tor any immediate effect from though heccj ild not lp being surprised at 
its own operation. He did not think that his having introduced into Ins discussion 
the militia should he reduced below 50,000** topics that had no immediate connexion 
and therefore he wished that after it with '.he question then under consideration, 
should be reduced fo that number, the mi- lie contended that the measure of his right 
litia should he left in that state, and ano- bon. fiiend (Mr. Windham) was adequate 
thcr foice arising out of the general train- to the purposes for which it had been alien- 
ing act should he engrafted upon it. As to the d* d, though it might not be suliicicnt to af- 
observations of his noble friend with re- ford an immediate supplv, such as the crisis 
spect to the employment of the constable demanded. Mis noble friend needed not to 
under the training act, lie should only say, apologize for having made Ins proposition, 
that as all these measures* were new, it had to parliament ; the apology ^hould, hccoi- 
not" been though t» advisable to subject the ding to his iuipre* sum, be for not hav ing 
persons to be trained to the mutiny a t, but made it before. If the count, y wa: to be 
father to try howYnuch the country would saved, it was by becoming an aimed nation 
Lear, and to leave the discipline to be main- that its salvation was to be chcctcd. He 
tamed by the constable, who, in former agreed with bis right hon. fiiend, that the 
times, was a person of even considerable question now was, whether the ballot was 
military coiwiiaud. But be saw no reason ro be employed for recruiting the militia, or 
why thtf peisons, who should he called out raising an at uny of reserve ; but he had some 
as he piuposed, should Tbe subject to the doubts of the propnety ol allowing the nii- 
nevv mutiny act in th» same manner as the litia to volunteer into the line, especially as 
militia in time of peach. They might Ute the principal object of the measuie was the 
taken out for a fortnight in spring, and a internal defence. 11c was afraid, however, 
fortnight in autumn each year, and disci- |that his noble friend had his atu ntion too 
plined by the militia regiments, which should much bent upon foreign and continental 
be tnaichKl into their counties tor that pur- expeditions. The house should keep in 
pose. A levy of 200,000 or even 100,000 view that it was desirable to have a force 
armed and clothed, and thus engrafted upon disposeable for Great Britain and Ireland, 
the militia, though not to be regularly em- His right hon. frieud had stated that tne 
bodied till the occasion should arrive that militia was in a declining state, but he had 
called for their service, would compose a omitted to state that this measure would 
most formidable41*fensive force. This idea destroy the spirit of those who commanded 
<was not new, for a similai course bad hf en and kept up that force, llis noble friend 
adopted in 1796'* with respeet to the sup- had said, that it was not his intention to 
.plementalmii’tia.— He had thought it right interfere with the existing establishments, 
to stale thus freely his sentiments upon tbig but by this trrangement he would most iqa- 
questioja, and was confident the country was terially injure a more important branch 
ripfri for socn a measure as that he had pro- of the national force. Whenever the Mi- 
potted, if the parliament should set tfie ex- litja haw been before drafted into the line, 
/ x 
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it was in the contemplation of foreign ex- 
peditions, but the present measure was 
brought forward with a view to home de- 
fence. After this measure should be car- 
ried iuto«effect, no mititia oflicer could look 
upon himself as belonging to a military es- 
tablishment, if the house should sanction 
the impression, that it was unfit for the de- 
fence of the country. By adopting ihepropo. 
sition of his noble friend* they would run 
the risk of breaking in upon a most impor- 
tant establishment. He could not agree 
in the recommendation of his right lion, 
friend, to have the militia regiments marcher! 
into their respective counties for the pur- 
pose of drilling the mass, because if march- 
ed from the military. posts they occupied on 
the coasts, they woiml be rendered ineffi- 
cient for immediate Vlefcnce The noble 
lord had stated asag|ound ofiiis measure, 
that about 6'000 of the militia would be 
’ withdrawn from the service, in consequence 
of the expiration of their terms : but it these 
men were to withdraw from the militia, 
how could his noble friend expect to get 
them to enter for the general service ? It 
was his opinion, that the militia ought ra- 
ther to be increased than diminished. 
When the uoble lord stated, that if the cir- 
cumstances of the country were the same 
now, as whoii the Reserve Act had been 
brought forward, he should have preferred 
that measure, he could have wished that he 
had been rno^e particular in pointing out 
what those circumstances weie that influ- 
enced his mind. When the Reserve act! 
had been resorted to, the object was to pro- 
vide for the home and foicig'i service, but 
now the object was to provide for the home 
service only. Besides, an objection in the 
former case lay against the Reserve act, 
because the Militia, and Supplementary 
Militia had been raised oy ballot imme- 
diately before. At present, the country 
had had the advantage of a long ret-pite 
from the ballot, and* the population of the 
lotion had not lor some time been called 
upon to make any very extraordinary efforts 
to assume a # military tliaructer. The mea- 
sure of the Army of Reserve was as perfect 
in its detail as the Militia acts, and had 
proved as efficacious in a short period as 
any measure that had ever been proposed. 
The suspension of the fines under the Re- 
serve Act had been an act of j^tic^. His 
noble friend had omitted to toiftih upon se- 
veral other modes*of recruiting, viz.jfuch as 
give a single step«of promotion fojjr raising 
a certain number of men. The Tr/ning bill, 
Vo*. IX. 7 6 


too, he thought ought to be put in force, >' 
in some shape oj* another; and he was 
sorry not to have heard his noble friend 
state in what manner he proposed to 
do that : — as we approached the point 
of danger, the attention of all think- 
ing men in the community was awa- 
kened to the means „of repelling it. The 
right Jion. gent, concluded by stating, that 
these extraordinary measures must of ne- 
cessity interfere with the ordinary recruit- 
ing, but that in this country there &hould 
be as many channels as possible of procu- 
ring a supply for its military force. 

Mr. Windham , though he admitted that . 
that was not the proper time for discussing 
the measure proposed in detail, yet found 
it impossible to omit that occasion of contra- 
dicting afl® confuting, as he trusted, to the. 
satisfaction of the Jiouse, sotne of the state- 
ments that had been made by the noble 
lord opposite, lie felt it also necessary 
to trespass upon the indulgence of the 
house, in order to re3uce the question to 
its real grounds. Since the noble lord 
had opened his plan, another, the com- 
petitor of that plan, had been recommended 
by the right hon. gent, opposite (Mr. 
Yorke), and his right hon. friend who had 
just sat down. If the ballot was again to 
be resorted to, lie was inclined to think 
with those fight hon. gentlemen, that it 
might be better used for .raising an army of-, 
reserve, than in the way recommended by 
the noble lord. The plan of the noble 
lord was calculated to break down a most 
valuable branch of the militjfy establish- 
ments of the country, and for the^attain- 
rnent of a force, *which for a considerable 
time could not be superior to it. He bad"** ^ 
often been in the •habit of contending in 
that house, that regiments of the line 
must be superior to militia regiments ; and 
certaiuly he did not conceive thut, in so 
doing, he was giving reasonable* cause Of 
offence to any description of persons what- 
ever. It was not in the nature of things 
that troops, who could not by tbeir con- 
stitution have any opportunity of real ser- 
vice, except iii case of invasion, could &C« 
quire the same spirit ao^l character, or at- 
tain to equal discipline, with troops accus-^ * 
tomed, to acutogether, agd to witness the 
conduct of their officers in ciummst&nhes of 
real danger. The officers, tod, of the' 
militia, who entered that service young* 
and with a view to pass a few fears agree- 
ably, Vroujd not dewte themselves to tleir • 
profession in the same Tgay as persons «ho 
3 L • \ 
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had nothing else to depend on, for their 
eubsistence, and for all their success and 
prospects in life. He had often couten- 

• ded that such a difference existed ; aud, 
Until the more favourite charge respect- 
ing the Volunteers had been started, he 
had been, for so doing, represented as the 
enemy of the militia. The gentlemen op- 
posite had, on all such occasions, put them- 
selves forward as the champions of the 
militia; but their present measure exem- 
plified the truth of the Spanish proverb, — 
** l>efend me against n:y friends, and I will 
defend myself against my enemies.*' He 
bad often told the militia officers in that 
.bouse, that it was not from him, but from 
these that professed to espouse their cause, 
that they had any thing to dread. The gen- 
tlemen opposite would uot sufletnny pi ison 
to touch the militia but themselves. They 
bad fatted them up for ‘their own eating; 
they secured them as country gentlemeK 
do the game in those places near the lr 
bouses, which, by^an odd misnomer, are 
sometimes called the pi curve, where the 
game are, indeed, preserved, hut only till 
some circumstance (the arrival perhaps ui 
tome favoured guest) shall furnish an oc- 
casion for falling upon them with icdoubh d 
fury. It was not to be expected that mi- 
litia officers, who had made such sari dices 
in the service, *and bestowed such pains 
in disciplining their respective regiments, 
should not be efisgusted at having theii 
best disciplined men taken from them. It 
was still more provoking to hear, that tin* 
was done for the puiposc of erecting a 
fotce for fcbme defence. It was not, as 
had bfcen well observed J>y his right hon. 
friend, for foreign expeditions that this 
measure was resortfid to, but for home 
defence, for which the militia had btfen 
expressly formed. If the crisis called for 
such a measure, he was convinced the mi* 
litia colonels, who had already made so 
many sacrifices in the service of their 
country, would be willing to submit to 
this also ; but, then, they had a right to ex- 
pect that the necessity of the sacrifice 
should be proved : as the country also had 
claim to be satisfied, that it was neccs- 
saty and propel fbr the purposes of imme- 

• diate defence to begin*oy breaking up so 
large a portion of the existing force.*— This, 

• however, w*s only the first effect of the 
noble lord’s measuie. The further and 
more lasting consequence was the destroy- 
iin the ardour and confidence of tfyc mili- 

f tilT service for years to corns. What could 
tbl men in the militia think of 9 their offi- 


cers, or what could the officers think of 
themselves, when they were told, that^yf' 
invasion was really to come, it was neces- 
sary to put the men under other leaders, 
and that those who, had hitherto been at 
their head, who had been devoting their 
lives in preparation for a crisis such as was 
now arrived, were not the persons fit to 
conduct them into action, jmt must give 
way to others more proper for that of- 
fice ? If this was not an indignity, he was 
at a loss to kuow w hat w-as ; or how it was 
possible to do more to put down, from this 
lime forward, hII zeal, in the officers of mi- 
litia to improve tl.eir ngimems, aud all 
belief on the part of *he icginienls that it 
was worth while to improve them, or that 
they could ever be /Srought to a state in 
which they should if abl** to face the ene- 
my. — Iiui, A> icturs' to the immediate cf- 
iccts of the measure, and abandoning lor 
the moment all consideration of its future 
consequences, how was it to tell for its 
professed purpose of immediate defence ? 
Fur a certain time to come, the effect of this 
measure of strength could he no other than 
weakness. In whatever degree the hon. 
gentlemen might choose to describe the su- 
periority of a regular regiment oxer a 
regiment of militia, they would hardly go the 
length of saying, that the w*>rst of the first 
cla.-s was Mipenoi to the. best of the other, 
l'liey would not pretend to sav, that there 
was not a period, and perhaps a pictty 
long one, during which the n gnJar Tegi- 
ment, with its new recruits, would not re- 
main inferior to, what the militia was b« - 
fore these recruits were taken Irom it; and 
during this period, '\ In iher ol longt i 01 short- 
er continuance, the country must be the? 
weaker. Thus far, there fore, there could 
be no plea of necessity ; for it never could 
be necessary for a country, with a view at 
least to any immediate pressure, to make it- 
self weak. But a time will come, it seems, 
wihen the measure will make us strong* 
And with a view to tins it is that we are to 
begin to calculate, oomparing the degree 
of strength to be tl^us obtained, and the 
length of time during which it is to last, 
with the temporary weakness that will 
precede, and Che increasing and endless 
weakness that will follow it. For it 
happens whimsically, that the fneasure 
now (proposed as necessary for the sal- 
vation of^the country, will be good, for 
that purpose only on the * supposition 
that attempt of the enemy shall be 

wade \vithin a certain prescribed pi- 
nod. Should it be a little loo soon or a 
* \ 
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tittle too lute, should we be unable to be- stitution, in fact, bad been bo broken bjr 
Hie invasion, and to fix it exactly to the experiments which bad been tried uj* 
our own time, all that we shall have been on it, ami the discipline which it bq*l under- 
doing will have rendered our situation only gone, it had been bo bled and cuppedt and 
so much the worse. — The period of strength blistered and purged, that, when the new 
will, however, at last arrive, namely, when practitioners were called in last year, there 
the men transferred shall 'have been so remained no hope (conformably indeed f 
settled iu their new regiments, as to give to the opinion which they had often given) 
the regular iflmy more strength than the re- but by discarding medicine altogether, and 
moval ot the men shall have taken from the trying what might be done by natuie, when 
militia, and when our numbers shall, upon the left to operate for herself. If the patient 
whole, have been increased by the difference' was to be saved, itanustbe by air and ex- 
ofihose raised through the medium of ballot ercise, by diet and regimen, by good and 
beyond what might have been raised in the -wholesome food, given too in sufficient 
same time by recruiting. We were to consi- quantities. The best service to be rendered 
dei the price at which this increase of strength in the first instance, was, to Lear the prescrip- 
would be purchased, •joined with the conside- Lions, and throw all the physic bottles out of 
ration ol the time fotVwhich it was likely to the wnu%. This was the basis of the plan of 
fast. — He had alread Aibserve.^that we were the late ministers with respect to the army, 
to pass to this periuclof strength through They were led to fhis plan as well by consi- 
the medium of a period of weakness, deration of the general nature of things, as by 
lie had observed, also, on the # last- reflecting on what had been the historyof the 
ing evil that would be incurred in conse- military establishments of the country for 
quence of the effects produced on the mi- many years past. Within a period not exceed- 
litia service. — The third head remaining to ing the memory of many whom he wastheu . 
be considered, was the value of that sys- addressing, a guinea to buy necessaries, 
tern of military measures which was adopted and a crown to drink the king's health, was 
last year, and to which we were now about all that was given to a recruit upon his en- 
to put an cud. Upon the subject of these tering the army. A bounty properly so 
measures something a preliminary qifles- trailed, that is tc/say, a price to tempt a 
tion had arisen at the time, how far what man to do what he was otherwise disinclin- 
was proposes! was entitled to be called a cd to, was unknown. The service was its 
plan, lie for one had always rejected own price. So late as at the beginning of 
that title, disgusted, as he had been, by the American war, examples were found of 
the applications which he bad seen made officers reprimanded by the war -office for 
of it : Vet he certainly did not mean there- having extended the bounty so far as to two 
by to admit, that in the best sense of the or three guineas. Among^the genfeT&t 
word, as implying the just distribution of a causes operating* to»produce the Change 
subject into its proper parts, and a syste- which afterwards took place (those great* 
imitic direction of those parts to the com- ones, namely, of tlfe depreciation in the 
inon purpose intended, the oh asures of last v^lue of money, an^ the continuance of 
year wete not as well entitled to that ap- the pay at the same rate at which it stood 
pcllation, and ip deed a good deal better lhan< in Charles the. Second's time), a cause of a 
any measures that had preceded them; or, aa more limited, but of a more immediate 
far as at present appeared, than any that effect, was the militia. This system, for 
were likely ip folio i#. — The measures, how- reasons which he had often stated, and 
wer, of hist year, had so far less of a plan, would not now repeat, did not, for seve- 
thftt their jireleusinus to merit, contrary ral years after its establishment, produce 
to what might be tlft case now, was more aliy consequences affecting materially the 
in what they im-did, than in any wonder- recruiting of the army. But at last, as the 
working powers which they professed to militia assumed a mor£ feyjular form, as, 
have in themselves.— The army had been, thespractice gradually prevailed of calling* 
for years, supported by shifts and expedi- it out,* and keeping it constantly embodied 
ents. It was supplied by means, which during every war, as its discipline improved, * 
cQuid not last, and which, wflile ftransi- gnd toe practice of substitution took plane* 
tory themselves, were continually dLstroy- of that of serving in person* it* eflfcets up- 
ing the resources ‘from which any/supply on the army began to be severely felt, 'll 
•could be expected in future. It Wad bqjen demand for substitutes on the part of ijleu 
kept alive by drams and cordials/ Its con- placed in circumstance? the most disad* 

/ ' % \ 
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vantageous for obtaining ^vbat they wanted 
Upon reasonable terms, soon brought things 
(O a state, in which service in the militia 
(a service for a few years, and within the 
kingdom), could be purchased only at u 
high premium, and in which men, there- 
fore, could hardly be looked for in great 
numbers, who would be willing to forego 
this premium, and enter the army for no- 
thing; The only expedient that occurred 
for remedying this •evil, was to give a 
bounty for the army also ; and thus to en- 
able the army to hold tip its head, and bid 
against the militia. But though this suc- 
ceeded for a time, its very success was such 
as contained a principle destructive of its 
continuance, the effect of the competition 
being to raise the price upon both services, 
till at length a sort of limit wus^produced. 
not merely by *he consideration of ex pence, 
but by the effect which the high bounties 
bad ill producing desertion. Nothing now 
was thought to be left, but to have recourse 
to compulsion, that is to say, ballot : but 
as ballot could not be applied directly to 
the army, the expedient devised was to 
augment the militia, in order that after- 
wards the men might be induced, by bounty, 
■to extend their services, and become sol- 
diers complete. — Upon this view, a grand 
attempt was made, in the* years ninety -six 
and ninety-seven* to raise the militia from 
. thirty thousand to very near 100,000 men; 
and in the years 1799 and 1800, out of the 
force so raised, to transfer to the army n 
force of about 4b, 000. Neither attempt 
succeeded to the full extent. The pio- 
jecled lOOjtft'/O, with all the endeavour- 
used, bould never be. n«ide to rise much 
Jr higher than 70,000; and of the 40 ,000, 
the first portion, O t 20,(100, with whom the 
trial was made, were obtained in the yea» 
1799 > at the time of the Dutch expedition : 
hot of the remaining 26,000, to whom' 
permission was given to enlist in the year 
following, not more than 12,000 were ob- 
tained at the time, the rest were left to en- 
list at their leisure, and, if they should still 
< decline, were to continue subject to be 
called upon for the militia. The militia 
laws had, in tfce mean time, fallen into 
great confusion' owing to these successive 
"changes; and a right Ihom gent. (Mr. 
York#) making |>art of the government of 
’ the time; hall, in consequence, in the year 
1M2, introduced an act, meant for the 
jpbrpmfe of Consolidating all the former acts, 
Sim settling the system upon a permanent j 
* footing, but still keeping in view the grand 
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object, the augmentation of the number, 
on account of the difficulty that was found/ 
of adding, by any other means, to the 
litary force of the country. The establish- 
ment of the militia fyr this country was to 
be 40,000. But even here, unfortunately, 
the authors of the measure reckoned with- 
out their host. War came, and the price 
of a substitute rising in consequence above 
(he amount of the, penalty, the measure 
produced only money and notmpn. New ex- 
pedients were then devised, to make the 
amount of the penalty keep pace with the 
bounty ; and the whole scheme being, after 
all, insufficient for its purposes, new mili- 
tias w r ere created, uew’augine ntatious made 
to those already subsisting, and new mea- 
sures brought forth ofu similar principle, 
though of a di Horen/ form, lie had for- 
got, in the Auumcnf ion of the measures 
previous to tins period, the famous Quota 
bill, by which mutiny was introduced into 
the navy, and the Provisional Cavalry bill, 
the most diverting ('mainly, if not the 
most efficacious of all the measures of the 
class in question, by which sums had been 
paid to the amount of 70 or SO guineas to 
iconic oU l.sd'cs lioin the terrors to which 
they were c\ posed of being turned into 
light-hoi s* a nicii. (»njaler designs were now 
conceived, and greater powe»» brought into 
action. Besides the militia in Ireland, 
which was created or augmented about 
tins tune, a new militia, on somewhat more 
extended terms oi service, was set on foot, 
under the name of the Army of Reserve. 
Many gentlemen had expressed their opi- 
ninn, not without great show of reuson, 
that if a measure of the sort at present 
proposed was to be adopted, it should be 
a repetition of the Army ol Reserve. The 
great ot)j< rtion, of coui.se, was the extreme 
hardship, which, besides thal it was a strong 
objection in itself, had the effect also of 
rendering the measure, after a certain 
point, incapable of being executed. Such 
had been the case in the instance in which 
the measure had been already tried. ^Y- 
ter a certain time, a re-action bad been 
produced which made it incapable of pro- 
ceeding a step further. The measure was 
therefore abandoned, not from any caprice 
or jealousy in the government which suc- 
ceeded, who, ou the contrary, shewed a 
desirelto continue it as far as they Qonld; 
but bj cause it wgs functue officio ; it bad 
done teas indeed in same degree than it 
had hoved, but aty that ft could do. The 
Parish BU succeeded to. # * yqdl it wg§ not 
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necessary to point out to the house what the ance no lpnger tolerable* The proof is, 
-failure of that bill had been. [A cry of no, that no one has ever thought Of reviving it. 
ndv from the treasury bench.] If this If its merits werefchat the hen. genjtlemea 
measure had not failed, it must be because had so often contended, if it really wee 
tome nei$ definition Jjad attached a differ- that system of recruiting which hadaccom* 
ent meaning to the word failure. He knew plished the object so long sought for, md 
of no criterion of failure in any under- discovered a source of recruiting on which 
taking, but that of not doing what it had the army might safely rely, why, in God'* 
intended aod^ngaged for. The Parish Bill lame, did not the hon. gentlemen propose 
bad engaged to raise 40,000 men in about o the* house to re-enact it? It was in vain 
15 months, that is, by the 1st of October r or them to say, that the remission of the 
1805 : in about twenty months, that is, by penalties under the former bill had rea* 
the 1st of March following, it had not Jered this impossible. To make any 
raised 13,000 ; 'and during its whole conti- thing of this, they must shew that the re* 
nuance, it never produced to the amount mission of these penalties was avoidable; 
of 16*, 000. This, recording to common that four or five hundred<thousaud pounds, 
ideas, would be called failure. But had it le believed, of penalty, incurred by acts 
succeeded ever so w’dl, it never could ul- or which the parties were not blameafolo, 
timately have furnkhed to the regular inasmuctmas the service required was 
army more than 90(KJinen a $ear. Nay, wholly out of their power, for which 
there was a degree or success which would many of them were even meritorious, 
have prevented even that, and have put "nasmuch as the impossibility arose from 
an end to the measure altogether, if all the restriction which they had impo* 
who had been raised under the bill, bad d upon themselvesYif not breaking tho 
agreed to exteud their services, and to law, could be levied without a degree of in-» 
enter the army, fulfilling thereby the ve- ustice which nothing could authorise. If 
ry purpose which the measure had in this could not be shewn, the return to the 
view, the bill from that moment would measure was not precluded by any other 
have ceased to exist. It could not cause than the vices inherent in the measure 
continue but by failing in part to exe- tself. Here, then, the same difficulty re- 
cute what it*. intended, hi that way it curred as the country had been struggling 
might, it was true, continue to operate, with for theriast 30 or *40 years. If the 
though its success was for its maximum limi- Parish bill was not fit to^continue; if conti-. 
ted in the way which lie had stated, and had nuiug, it could not produce to the army, at 
for its minimum no limit all, but might be re- the utmost, more than 9000 men a year j 
ducedtothesupply of thecasualiiesonapor- if the recruiting, for a long time declining, 
tiem of the Army of Reserve, however small, was now further reduced by the effect of 
No further failure need indeed be looked for these very measures, something must be 
in the bill, than its being one which, from done, not so mucia temugment the ffrmy, as 
the burthens it imposed, the injustice which to prevent its going down, and to supply th^ 
it committed, the serious oppressions and number of men bg ^hich it must annually 
abuses to which it led by converting into fie diminished. The same necessity which 
au engine of recruiting a!I the parochial existed for supplying the place of the Army 
government and smaller police of the coun of Reserve-bill, existed now for supplying 
try, was rejected by the general voice, was the place of the Parish bill, or for making 
thrust out of the statute book by the universal good at least what would have been wanting 
conviction of its unfitness to continue there, to that bill, had it been possible that it 
Vj>e Parish bill therefore died a natural should have continued, and bad it prodti* 
death, and was not 4 >ut an end to prema- ced the whole of the 90 Q 0 meu, which alone 
turely by any desire on the part of the mi- it was capable of producing. To say the 
ni.stry of the time, to make way for a fa- truth, none of the me^u^es that bad been 
vogrite measure of their* own. It euded, successively tried, dowu'at least to thg 
as allots predecessors had done, if not like pftseat tim^ bad been rejected in conse* 
some of them, by having absolutely run quence of any idle desfr© of change, and 1 
itself out, and having reach^l tile pain still less of any mean and eftvious spirit of 
bfyond which it could not .stir la step! jealousy on the part of persons newly sue* 
yet by shewing, that, after 111 that ceeding, to the government, dhd Ibl lowing 
could be hoped^ for from it, the ufevils at- Lt^ose of whom they mere the pppodjeata* 
pending were such as to make. iU contanu- and rivals* la, ,£act, the measures *wers\ 
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. might be a sufficient portion ready at all 
times to supply the defiriencres, and make 
good the losses of the regular army, that is 
to say, in which there should always be a 
certain number of men ready enrolled and 
liable by law to be disposed of for those pur- 
poses, and in which the men so enrolled 
should be in a certain degree prepared for 
the service assigned, by having received as 
much training as it ipight be convenient or 
possible to give them. The enrollment 
and the legal preparation might be always 
complete. The training would vary ac- 
cording to circumstances, and must at all 
times be to a grtyt degree imperfect. Rut 
a bill for such purposes must Always exist, 
and be more or less acted upon, as long as 
the circumstances of the countrjyiud of the 
world should 0 continue what they were. 
Such were the objects of the present 
bill, and which as far as enrollment went^ 
the first and main object, — was alrea- 
dy complete or nearly so. The coun- 
try had at this moment, in virtue of 
that bill, 200,000 men, whom his ma- 
jesty might immediately proceed to train, 
and whom be was immediately autho- 
rized to dispose of for the purposes of 
defence in his regular regiments, or in 
any other way that he should think fit. 
Sucli a body of men so circumstanced 
would be no bad present to the countiy, 
even though to as'late a period as that at 
which the preparations of the enemy should 
have actually begun, not a man of them 
should have had a musket upon his shoul- 
der*. But wlty *vas that to be their situa- 
tion? The bill, if lu&prfivented, was pro- 
, .seeding in its natural course, and would 
soon give to these meli as much training as 
the circumstances required, as much at 
, least as it was thought desirable to attempt 
consistent with a due regard not to render 
the measure more burthensome or ve&tious 
than was hecessaiy. Difficulty, he denied 
there was any, more at least than must at- 
tend every measure of detail, when tried for 
the first time. If more training was ne- 
cessary than the bill bad provided, left 
more be given. As much had been done 
as seemed to hk Granted at the time when 
%e bill was brought in.— *This part v of the 
plan of the late odministratibn, which the 
noble lord Rented inclined to overlook, 
was. On the contrary, that one of the threes 
tntotabefs of^which it consisted, which ope- 
«, riked in the most directions, and did, jnore 
^ijthaq any other, give 1 d the Whole its 
character of unity tad system. I| was not 


a little which the Training bill was likely to 
do for the recruiting service : the volunteer 
establishment, such as it was meant to be un- 
der the late acts, would grow out of it alto- 
gether. This last fact was so truer that, ac- 
cording to the system of volunteers now 
proposed, there ought to be no Trniningact 
at all. The view entertained uponlhissubject 
by the late administration, and\vhicb he must 
contend to be the true one, was, that tbfe 
volunteer service should be considered as 
the privilege of those, who were willing 
and able to contribute by their purses, as 
tvell as by their persons, but who did not 
choose, for whatever^ reasons, to subject 
themselves to the compulsion of the Train- 
ing act. Three classes of persons were 
supposed : those to whom service in per- 
son, in whatever more, either was, or was 
considered to be, a ifarthen, but who were 
ready to contribute their money ; those who 
were ‘willing to serve, but who wished to be 
indulged in the privilege of serving in corps 
by themselves, and under officers of their 
own; those, lastly, who having either not the 
wish or not the means to purchase one or 
other of the above exemptions, yrt being 
comprised within the prescribed limits of 
age and stature, and not included in any 
special exception, mu^t be content to per- 
form their share, by no mcuuS a severe one, 
of the common duty, upon* the terms, 
which the art had laid down. But it 
would be the cruellest and mo6t unjust of 
all proceedings, if persons so circumstan- 
ced, were, in addition to their personal 
service, to be called upon to contribute to 
the expences of those who w r ere allowed to 
perform that service, upon terms more 
agreeable to themselves ; it the poor were 
thus to be called upon to pay for the privi- 
leges of the rich. This must be the case 
,if volunteers were no longer to serve, 
agreeably to what had been supplied by the 
acts of last year, at their own expence. 
THe acts of last year barf provided, that vo- 
lunteers already enrolled should be al- 
lowed to continue, with tiie exception only 
of certain special case&, upon the same rate 
of allowances, which they had before enjoy- 
ed ; but that all who should engage hereafter, 

' instead of being trained under the general 
act, should serve in corps of their own, 
with the condition of never being compel- 
lable tcisefte out of those corps, should be 
requirefl to ’serve at their own charge. *A 
more just condition could* not welt be coil* 
ceiyed, nor one, in conseqeence, from which 
the departure would be more* unjust with 
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respect to those on whom such departure 
rmm he the means of imposing an additional 
hurthen. The condition was indeed as 
judicious as it was just: a due prrovision 
was thereby made *nr those distinctions 
of rank, which in many points it was most 
important to preserve, and •which it would 
rarely be* desirable to confound, even on 
those points if Inch might M-em to regard more 
the feelings* of the muiv ldual than the in- 
terests ol .the C(>:niti'ti.’.l\ • The forte thus 
provided would not only 'Obt the public 
uolhing,— a rireumsurnee that he believed 
would be found hert alter of some arcoun' 
when the charge:- should come in upon the 
system as then established — hut would cones' 
precisely of the desci lpt.on of persons, se- 
lected as bv a rule, »vhom you wouhl wish 
to have in it, and bft lmoted. to thy extent 
to which alone it wupld be lAsirabie that 
it should be carried. No rule could pro 
bably be interned which would 
gnish with such exsutiress those whom it 
would be desirable to collect into volunteer 
corps, trom those who would he left' with 
more advantage to bo disposed of by tin 
executive governm* nt, (to be distributed 
for the most part into lire n gular and null 
tia regiments,) than th.it which loulted 
from the single c.'iarlilinn prescribed* by 
the act, imnS iv, that all persons serving 
in future in* volunteer corps, should serve 
at their own expeme. With a view to 
police, a rm>*i important consideration in 
the establishment ol the mice in question, 
nothing could be more desirable than that 
those enti usted with arms aim subject so 
little to any military omtroul, should be 
persons ol some substance and stake in the 
conntrv. Even in a military view, n certain 
portion of corps composed of men in the 
higher ranks, similar to those that we 
meet with in the history of the times ot 
Charles I., might be of the most distin- 
guished use, and render services not to be 
accomplished by any other means. Such 
Urns the volunteer force wlpch the late 
sy%tem of measures would have given 1 the 
country, arising nafli rally and insensibly 
out of the measure (the Training act), ot 
which the noble lord was disposed to make 
so little account, and forming a contrast 
which he hoped the house and country would 
iot lose sight of, with the volunteer force 
us before subsisting, and as no# intended 
to*be re-established. lie for cfcie was 
fully convinced ifot only that the plain and 
> simple plan adopted last year, was the best 
that could have been chosen, but that it 
Vql. IX. • 


was the cfoly one, consistent at least with 
sense and reason* which .the nature of 
things afforded. In respect to the particular 
part to which allusion had last been made, 
viz. the Training act, it was that winch 
could not be withdrawn without weakening 
t lie measure throughout, and in part en- 
tirely destroying it* It was the sole foun- 
dation and basis of what was propo-ed as 
the volunteer force ; # tt was the source to 
which the armv must look for an imme- 
diate and instant Mi^ply in case of invasion : 
it would, in the meanwhile, contribute, pro- 
bably, most powerfully to the reciuitiug 
service : it would have theje onstant effect of 
training the people grtfl? allv to arm*, and 
of piepariug them for the great dangers, to 
which th^ must long look to be exposed* 
A Training act of some sort or other them 
must b» . He had no claim to priginality 
•on tins point, lie bad slated from the 
first, when introducing the measure, that, 
he took for his model* and was anxious to 
be understood as doing so, the measure of 
a similar sort introduced by a former ad- 
minis’ ration, adhering to the same when- 
ever he could, and departing from it only, 
is he would wish Ins ov\n to be departed 
bom, where, by later and further considera- 
tion, mistakes might be corrected, or im- 
provement* # iulrnduced.« Were a self? me 
ot national defence to be prepared entirely 
from the beginning, hc^should be disposed’ 
perliup** (though it was a question of nice 
'‘onsideratinn) to make it consist of three 
only out of the four members, of which 
our present force consisteiL^iz. the amny, 
the volunteers, £^yjjjip*rfaining act, lea- 
ving out that great and now most import 
taut part, the militia. Hut it was one 
"hing to say upon fbi^ T subject, wbat should 
have: been done originally, and another, 
what was proper to be done with tilings al- 
ready formed and established. It might 
have been belter possibly, that the nuliua 
hsd never been established ; but it was a 
far different question, whether you would 
now abolish a force of that description, ma- 
king often more than a half of your army 
at home , and wrought to i fa highest pos- 
sible perfection. Updi# these grounds the 
>a<£ ^rimiuistrafion abstained carefully 
from every thing, by whiqh the militig force 
could be injured or weakeped. It would 
Jiave been just as easy to theea as it is now 
to the noble lord, to make a l%*ge %dd/tiot% 
to the army, by robbing to the same 
amount she militia, buch a measure hac^ 
in fact, 'tnurif temptations to them which 
3 M 
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it had not even to the noble Jbrd ; and 
might have been adopted also, in the then 
st ile of the country, upon infinitely better 
grounds, and with far less risk and incon- 
venience than it was by the noble Jord at 
that moment. A measure of that soil 
would have given a great, real and a sp.il 
greater apparent activity to the new regula- 
tions for the improvement of recriyting. 
It could not be that the ministers of the 
day weie incapable of imagining such an 
expedient, or that ail ^Jie inventive talents 
of the noble lord were necessary to repeat 
u measuie which had been already tried, 
over and over, and which, to say the truth, 
nevtr required orfgrnally any greater tui ce 
of mind or thought than that whu h con- 
sists in wishing for what you jvant, and 
taking it when you have the power. T l:tr 
house would hardly fail to remark the 
whimsical circumstance, th.it those who* 
doubted of the original expediency of a 
toil ilia force, were t^ie jcisonsto preserve 
it when established, and that the noble 
lord, and others its friends and champions, 
were those who beg.m tin? woik of it* 
demolition. With these changes ni the 
tbii g itself, and these prools of the dis- 
position of those to whom its late was 
committed, he had only to entreat ot 
the Ron, gentlemen that they w # oulil put an 
end to the measure altogether, and would 
not keep it in a sitfte iti which it was no- 
minally to subsist, while ail its real virtue 
and efficacy wa& withdrawn. When the 
noble lord was dealing out his opinions 
about the practicability or impracticability 
of the TrainingNc-t^he house would re- 
collect, that he (the noble lord) was in the 
situation of the man, who wished the oracle 
to declare whether the* sparrow was ali\*? 
or dead, which he befd in his hand. The 
noble lord had nothing to do but to give a 
squeeze, to verify at any lime his own pre- 
dictions. 'Nothing as yet bad caused any 
difficulty in the execution in the Tiaining 
act, but the unfortunate substitution of the 
militia lists in the room of those originally 
intended, and which certainly, as it now 
appears, would have been far more correct 
astbey were likely* to be more suitable to 
the ends r pro posed. It wa4a point og w lych 
ha ha^ yielded teethe judgement of persons 
more conversant with such matters tbau 
himself, but#wbose judgement had cer* 
jgjgyly prov^J erroneous in that instance. 

. Sis pleasantry of the noble lord on that 
provision of the bilr which required the 
^attehdance of the constable,^wasj>oth un- 


lucky in itself, and still less fortunate iu its 
application. If it could have wounded any 
body, it must have bermagenilemau to whom 
the noble lord was disposed to pay compli- 
ments, the right honfgent. opposite, (Mr. 
Yorke,) by whom the clause was first in- 
troduced, and horn whom Mr. W. had 
only the merit of bori owing if. But in 
truth me joke was perfectly harmless. It 
was a very good one when the noble lord 
tii st heard it, (f r it wa- not new,) but some- 
how or other it misted (ire in his hands, 
lu truth, what more proper person could 
be found than the ‘vonstable to k* cp 
order among men, $11 of them of his 
own parish or distr.ct, who, nut being yet 
soldiers, would, if not placed under the 
controul of some civil* oftk er he under no 
eontiool ut ail ? A nrich severer blow than 
ail ti e noble'Inrd could infix l by his wit, 
or than had iu fact been indicted in any 
othtT'way, was now levelled against the 
success of the measure, by the option 
which it was proposed to give to those who 
cntcied from the militia, of entering, if 
they should think fit, for life. This little 
clause, so moderate in its operation, so 
reasonable iu its pretexts, so innocent in the 
eyes of those by whom the subject had 
bt«i but little considered, to well under- 
stood by those by whom the clause was 
brought in, was just the most mischie- 
vous, as well as the most dexterous stroke 
that could have been contrived by per- 
sons who wished the destruction of the 
measure, and were not disposed for the mo. 
nient openly to avow their hostilitv. It was 
a stroke given by a poisoned dagger, which, 
though it might make a wound no bigger 
than the scratch of a pin, would soon be 
the means of spreading disease and gan- 
grene over the whole body. It had been 
^observed repeutidly, that the great effect to 
be hoped iur fiom the measures of, last 
year, must depend on thr opinion that 
would be entertained of their, stability, on 
the < orifidcpcc* to be placed m thene, 
founded in the assurance that 4 they waflld 
not be departed from or made the cover 
lor designs other than those which they 
professed to have in view. Confidence, as 
had been remarked on some occasion by 
the late lord Chatham, was a plant #»f slow 
grow til in an aged bosom, lb might be 
said with ffcual truth, that it was a plant of 
slow growth in iguorant bosoms. Igno- 
rance was always prone to suspicion ; and 
besides that the persons to whom measures 1 
of this sort were addressed, and upon 
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whom they were to operate, were among 
the must illiterate and the most ignorant, 
something far snort of ignorance might he 
allotted to be suspicious, on a subject 
where, for a long serie* ol years, deceits and 
impositions of one sort or another had, he 
feared, been so repeatedly practised, I" he 
moment it tame to he understood, *hai the 
sy>tt m of List vear was to be changed in 
unv part, all confluence ?n what was left, 
and cdl n 1/aucr on tv hat ^as to happen in 
Inline, tvouid he, if not at un end, at least 
gj tally impaired, it would be in vain to 
Uil tl>e people,* that* nothing was changed 
but what depended upon their option ; 
that they were still at liberty to enter as 
Or fore for a limited, term, and that faith in 
th.it case would be equally kept with them. 
Tin; general improbliun remaining upon 
their nrnds, and upot the mikds of those 
by whose opinions and feelings their own 
w ouhi he gov rued, would be, that a change 
had taken place in that which they had been 
told would he permanent, and that the same 
fecui ity no lunuf 1 subsisted, that what should 
be held out to diem as the t oudition of a sol- 
d.er, shod i continue to he so a few years 
hem e. it was not to be supposed, 
indeed, that cv£n without this change, the 
confidence of the people m the measures of 
last year hud attained to any thing like its 
raavimum , orjhat it would perhaps lor a pe- 
riod of several years have become so fully 
established, as to give to i\\p country the 
entre benefit of that system. That dis- 
trust upon such subjects was not wholly 
unreasonable, was proved pretty clearly by 
the present events. The measure? could 
hardlv be considered as hating reached its 
maturity, till service; for seven years as a 
soldier should have become as familiar to 
the minds ol the people, as Service for se- 
ven years in an apprenticeship ; till they 
should have seen the examples of men re- 
turning after such service, and exhibiting 
a living proof amou^their friends and rela- 
tions, that promises of this kind were 
reaUy meant to be kept, and were not lia- 
ble to be clfanged by®every change which 
might happen to take place among the ru 
lers of the slate. Conformable to these 
views was the experience of what had al- 
ready passed. The first great pledge which 
•rated^yith the people respecting the 
late measures, was the increase ofdftowance, 
the payments on which commenced only at 
Christinas JWbt, to 4he Chelsea pensioners, 
phen they begau to see proofs that the go- 
vernment waa^m earnest, that all wbitfb 


they had "heard upon the subject was not ? 
mere talk. Tinge proofs, fortunately for 
the country, these and some other parts of the- 
late system would still continue to operate, 
and would promote the success of the lion, 
gentleman’s measures even in spite of them- 
selves. There were parts, which thehon. gen- 
I tie men, with all the laud able spirit of mischief . 
by which they had shown themselves to be 
actuated against the measures of last year, 
had not )et ventured to touch, and of 
which they would, on the contrary, be very 
glad to transfer the benefit to themselves. 
Had the benefit thus produced, been suffered 
to remain with the sys tem which gave it 
birth, and to which seem of right to 

have belonged, had all the parts of that 
system been suffered to work together, aq 
cording fi? the views of those who origi-’ 
nally (rained them it is net too much to 
£uy, that they would have risen more and 
more, the longer they had continued, in the 
estimation of the. couqjry ; that they would 
have improved upon acquaintance ; that as 
it would, and as it had, far outstript its 
competitors in the outset of its course, so 
it wa&nota measure which was likely to lose 
on longer trial the advantages which it had 
once obtained. If ever there was a mea- 
sure formed on principles having a view to 
permanency, composed ctf materials which 
were likely to last, which, being good from 
the beginning, was for aplong time certain ' 
to improve and never to grow worse by 
keeping, it was the measure to which he 
w as alluding. The hon. gentlemen knew and 
felt this, and were deternm^d therefore 
betimes to destro\MLjiiSmigh for^his in- 
tention he could ilotbe supposed to feel^ 
much good will tmvgrds them, lie might 
have felt more r^pect had they sought 
to execute the r ptirpose upon better 
pretexts and by nobler means. The 
pretexts indeed did not depend wholly 
upon themselves: they must taka up with 
such as they found or such as they could 
make. He was happy to think that in neither 
way their success had been such' as could 
inuke'il much a subject of congratulation. 
There was no pretence to»sa^,tabab'the mea- 
sure had not succeeded* tnrtherpeFhjd for trial 
which had yet been given, to the full extent* 
of whaults authors had ev<y promised.. Is 
the last six months, the produce of the bill . 
had exceeded what had been mised during 
tfie correrponding period, by t(^ culinary 
recruit inland liieAdditional Force act putlo* 
gethet^ Tlys was all*that need be required. 
No one hadevgr objected to the Additional- 
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force bill upon tin* si ore of ifs not br- 
ing likely to raise men. 9 The objei tion was- 
to the 'means which it employed, to the; ex- 
peuce which it incurred, to the lusting evih 
which it would entail upon the cumin v 
When it was considered, nmmmT, ih.>; 
the men raised under this act might be re- 
ceived at a standard lower, by two inches, 
and of an Hue higher b) til teen vears, than 
iu the regular army, that i? to say, ai j ft et 
2 inches, e.nJ of at 5 i« et 4 t inches, and 
between I Sand 4d, instead ol between Itf 
and 30, *to lia\e exceeded at once the nro- 
duce of that bill, joined to the n)i(U,/iin t .sIu\1 
produce, according to the hon. ^ent., ol 
the ordinary i Spoiling, i\a> a degree ol 
success, l: : the eilily s?« .cs ol the me .suic, 
with which the authors ot it me-hl well be 
Satisfied, iicifor-one lul l neve r jucni’v 
lunibaii. an 1 h-surcdls c.oi never vculuied 
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showed a tendr-nev to prodm •, a*.;, of l note J 
evils which had been pn dieted t 1 it, in re- 
spect to it- etn 1 1 on the Lee hugs or charac- 
ter ot ihesoiv.it;-, i r on tnc iiiKipline ot 
the regiment. i>m h an objection, Ur m 
related to the mixing ol men upon daa rent 
terms of service, would < uiye wrli an out; 
grace from those, who w< rt; now tdanioush 
god wantonly nu^nietitiuj ilni' iiconvtni- 
ence, by an infusion ol nu n, noioi.U m-iv.ii, 
fo^ ditierent^ieriods, but serving toj d.Onc in 
periods with rais ed ;u on*- and the saint 
time with themselves, forme i !v , when thu 
Consequence had hpen so much objected 
Jo; though ti en even;- (ny tne way,) wall# 
Jhe most j crlcct mcbusisu ncy on the pari 
of those who had been concerned in tlu r 
Army of Heserveor Additional Force acts ; 
the mei\ who name in for term of year.- 
Were men raised professedly upon a new 
system, and were to be added to those who 
b4<l entered the armv be foie the system in 
question had betn introduced or thought 
fif. Many of these, irom the length of 
Jbtif past service^ wire not further removed 
from the perod of tlirir discharge than 
e who ba i jtnwlv entered upuu a term 
in ljLtfnJf snorter. None could complain, 
pr y lbel fswA any discontent, th.it ufhe # ra> 
t^ie bAieSt, aod without prejudice to 

f fremselyee, of a charge ol system which 
an pot tuken pldce # tiil altei rfhcif time. 
Ot pwt uf ititr b$uebc* of t|us change they 
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had been made to partake ; and it had been 
.>bjei ted to him inure than once, lie must 
'-onic-ts not wholly wuhout icasou, that he 
lad not followed up his own prolessed in- 
ouitiou^ m tlmt iM#prct, by giving to all 
who were then serving, and whose period 
*»f fcervue amounted to not less than 21 
wars, the option ol reiirniL, should they be 
so dispo.,( ii. lie w.iN i--b\ perbu.tden both 
that such permission ought to have bi en 
I given, and ti .sit n would have been attended 
[ with the must Sicnt lic ial elli cts : and it was 
[not without nun ti regret ihat he louud the 
1 opinion ot o.mrs dsilfieni from ins upon 
that pui.it, more especially after the ex per. 
tation which had been held on-, th< ugh 
certainly such e\p« elation L.. > not amount- 
til, with ropcct to the m,1 '.i-i, to any 
lined pledge. Hup in point o* int, no 
iiij irv in<i f»*t an?ef to ti.u s/.-ivu « of the 
*1 niv from iir,. ol thase >» . ic*s, even if 
the m« a-u:>“> ol tr.c lion. gent. *• re cm u- 
luted io afh.m a re.. • d , < r it tin \ *u«. ,..it 
on the louii.irv o imii> lend to ii.omiuce 
the ev! ot whi h lu-v lo.ua . 1 v id!* c.evi tvi 
ut» so up: it htmtiao In r nf mean t . m**, he 
A’us haj p\ It# li »<1 (h • : l. e m i'* 1 judg- 
n.« nt <if iiiiiil.i* > nc :i, ai.<1 ilie ^‘in ■.«* 
tlinci t ol the t mm'.] v tvL l.n_«, Lonliiiind 
hi* suit im id, uoi 4 i it!.* viuiiiig that ihe 
Kuo ah lnclm oinioi rovendnt nt might ope- 
I rate even wit! t».u ucv < \ertu» 4 iOl undue lu- 
j (Inence, t>» livi .» nuU n ut turn to the opi- 
nions of 1 1 j< a (■* (i(,ind-m upon them. If 
it was tine, the liutile lord said, that 
the Bntcii arm;. < ould not at any l»me dt-* 
live a siittK.cir. itipplv Irom the voiunteeis 
alone, ih:-> v, a- a seiious grievance. Such 
had not been the case formerly, and his 
measure wmd 1 provide a supply tor lilturo 
exigencies, in the numhi r ot persons reti- 
r»ng with pchs ons, at the end of their tunes 
of service, who would be liable to be called 
forth again upon such exigencies. So Ur 
as he was house If concerned, lie wished lus 
pleasure io be repealed, as be was sure it 
would not be allowed a lair trial. lie po- 
nied tbe existence of an emergency eufli- 
cifcnt to justify the breaking n{> of the mili- 
tia, and the ovei turning of the uew system, 
li shell an emeigency did exist, he would 
prefer a direct ballot into the line as the 
means of meeting it. It was not frue that 
the iVgular army was in a contused sva** 
ol ueerfote. It had increased iu 1&G4; it 
bad merit’d in 1805: and nt^'w it h stand- 
ing a reduc tion of 3C^0 nierT«at Ceylon, 
h^re had been an uu:.«ase of 800Q inert 
Aotu bbuik (o The 



905] PARL.S)EBAT£S, Jurr 93, 18<y7.-*-TrtdG1cbe ftouKS Hilt. [ 90 S 


new measure according to its last ' rate 
would aflojd a supply of 24,000* m»-u a 
year, whuli was 11,000 above the com- 
mon casualties as commonly calculated. 
The* measure was now in the hand** ot h : s 
majesty's uiimsters, who would probably ac» 
by it like a parsh nur*e, stinting Us meals, 
dislmifi is its real, and giving it a sly pint I 
tis ofluu as opportunity offered. He would 
move tor further leturnS, though the sense 
of the country was so dear that it seemed 
superfluous to take lurt tier pains to shew 
the suet esa of lns nn asure. He had said 
*thai it would he useftd to commence the sys- 
tem of discharges h> dismissing those who 
had been Cl a ears in Ins majesty’s service. 
He was sum* these men would have been 1111 - 
iih diao iy replaced by others induced bv 
their example to com! 1 fora ,.k| ; such woulu 
be he ^fb*( t ot othe^|case& oftdischurge al- 
so, His op:mon, however, had been snr-, 
reii'p r< d to persons whose judgment he 
rtspechcl, and who thought otherwise, lie 
bad given no pledge, ot course no engage- 
ment was broken. \Viih respect to the 
employment «>i our troops on foreign ser- 
vice, the 1 1 oops bent to Alexandria, bar) 
£'U>e net from home but from the Mediler- 
lantan, whtiu they i. ad been sent by the 
late m ui-ters. I !• #hmild, if called upon, 
be ready *o afyne the policy ot the expe- 
dite li. The sufficiency of the number ot 
troi p-* sent was another question. There 
h.ui been every reason to tlynk that the ex- 
pciiuon had been undeitidten with the con- 
cut rence of the natives. "Cnder these cir- 
cumstances, and if it had not been for the 
misconception that led to the disasters that’ 
betel our troops, they would have been 
able to maintain themselves unhurt. With 
respect to the expedition to South Ame- 
rica, it was undertaken ndt b) the choice 
of the late government— it was undertake^ 
contrary to orders, by an officer who, it 
was to be presumed, acted not improperly 
in undertaking it, cas he was again m cm- 
# ploy. [Hear ! hear ! irom the opposition.] 
J* became necr-ssary to sen’d out aift as 
soon as tlfe first account was received. The 
promptitude and sufliciency of that aid he 
was ready to maintain ; for the delafc in the 
passage of general Cruu furd’s expekditiou, 
the l^te government was not culpabJb. N u 
had ever sailed from tli/s coun- 
try bemeN manned and founds No force 
Jftd evfcc enjoyed better healtfi, or suffered" 
ao verv^ffftle by*casuaUtes. All the letters 
received from the fleet spoke in the highest 
W*rm$ q( the general tp whom the cfterit 


of this wif3 given, as well as to the naval 
officer rouitnaudiyg, to whom he was aUd 
to have an opporlumtyof doing this justice, 
ns he knew the arts practised to injure him* 
Mr. Htrbtrt expressed vnuih regret, that 
at the time of the union somethmg more 
i tTectual had not been done to assimilate 
■ml in some measure identify the constitu- 
tion and services ot the tnditias of the two 
countries. If such an assimilation in all 
n*spects could be effected be 1 ween these 
two bodies, the advantages resulting from 
it to the military sirength of the empire 
would be incalculable, lie bad only to 
ush that the noble lord (Casllereagh) had 
proposed some int:d$n#rt(f that purpose, at 
l he lime when he had it so much in his 
power to exert the influence and weight of 
the. situation in which the noble lord was 
then placed. • • « 

> Mr. Shaw Lcfcvrt thought the Army of 
Reserve act was the best military system this 
country had ever sc>pn. When the late 
ministers quilted office, there weie 600,000 
effective men ready to defend the country, 
and he delied the present administration to 
keep up such a mass of nldtlary torce, by 
their new systems. — The question was then 
put from the chair, and leave was given to 
bring in the bill#; moved lor bv lord Castle- 
reagh. — 'The noble lonkthcn hronghPup a 
bill “ lor allowing a ceTtam proportion of 
the militia in Great lln#am voluntai ilyto en- 
list into his majesty’s regular forces and 
also, a bill “ for the speedily completing the 
militia ot Great Britain, aud increasing the 
same, under cci lain limitatmus and restric- 
tions/' whi:h wtj^vcmj^i^rst limit* 


HOUSIi4>K 1 okds* 

• Thursttaj;, Julu 23 . 

[Tktrii Gli bf. Houses Bill.] On the 
order of the uav being moved for the second 
reading of this ••ill, 

Tiie Eail ot Hi r divide rose to state his 
promised objections to it, which he pro- 
nounced to be perfectly inadequate to its 
purposes, and indeed wholly useless* The 
airgent and notorious want of parsonages in 
Ireland, must have been felt by every iriend 
to the Protestant establishment in thatcaun* 
trv, and he wai sorry to see no grounds 
whatever urged for the i^cessity of t|ie pre**. 
sent measure, by which it didmot appear th^t 
any sums necessary for earning into effect 
the object of the bill were ali^irbvided 
for, or were certain to be forthcoming. 

Lfcrd di tdtsdak Contended, that* howevef* 
deficient th^bill tnigfiWje iqmany res^iea*,* 
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yet it was absolutely necessary, acid would, 
be trusted, be attended with very esseutial 
advantages. U made it imperative on the 
Irish treasury to advance the money, and so 
far the main object of the noble earl’s ob- 
jections was removed. 

The Archbishop of Dublin concurred in 
the observations made by the noble and 
learned lord, and contended, that there was 
no comparison between the advantaged and 
disadvantages of the measure. Indeed, In 
felt it to be of the utmost importance, and 
the most urgent neccAity.— The bill was 
then read a second time. 


hou $****£., commons. 

Thursday , July 23. 

[East-Inpia Bonds Bill.] Mr. Hob- 
house brought up the repoit of lift" East- In- 
dia Bonds bill.* On the question that the 
amendments of the committee be read a se-^ 
cond time, 

Mr. Veter Moore entered into a detailed 
statement of the affairs of tlie Easi-India 
company, in order to shew that its debts 
and embarrassments were the consequence 
of measures which had been forced upon the 
company, by the government and board of 
coutroul, for the effects of which, the com- 
pany ought not to be responsible. It was 
in conse quence of such measures, that the 
wars which had taken place iif India, had 
embarrassed the company, that the partici- 
pation on the part of the public had taken 
place but once, and contended, therefore, 
that the public had a right not only to make 
good to the proprietors their stock, to tin 
amount of 12 infill ns, but also to discharge 
the whuie of the floaTTflJ»'^ftfcbts of the coin- 
Jfany. 

Mr. Dundas replied, that that was not the; 
time for entering into a detailed examina- 
tion of the India accounts. It was a most 
extraordinary doctrine to maintain, that the 
expence of wars unde.takeu for the defence 
of the company's territories should be de- 
frayed by the public. As to what had been 
said respecting im? participation on the part 
of the public, he should only answer, by re- 
ferring the bon. gent, to the act, in which 
there was an expre^p exception of times of 
«jar. # • 

Lord Folkestone declared it Jo be ftjs ifi- 
tentiorf to resist tife further progress of this 
bill, at least .ujftil the India accouuts should 
be before thejpouse, and the ground of bis 
opposition w ft, that by the papers upon the 

f ile, the affairs of the company gppeered 
be*in a dilapidated state* 
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Mr, IV. Smith could not agree in the posi- 
tion of his hon. friend, that the public 
should be responsible for the sums to be 
borrowed under this bill, or for any other 
of the Enst-ludia company's debut;. .and 
unless it should be understood from an ex- 
plicit protest, a resolution of that house, 
that, by sanctioning this measure, it did 
not make the public a guarantee for the 
debts to be incurred under it by the India 
company, he could not consent to the mea- 
sure. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer was sur- 
prized that any doubts sou Id’ be entertained* 
upon this subject, after the manner in which 
it had been discussed on a former night. 
Undoubtedly, by passing ibis hill, that bouse 
was no more bound to guarantee the debts 
contracted pursuant t<f its provisions, than 
it was bouneftto guarantee the debts of any 
( pri\ ate company or corporation, authorized 
by act^of parliament to raise money for the 
purposes of its institution. The money, m 
this instance, was to be raised on the sole 
responsibility of the company, to which 
alone, and not to the public, the lender was 
to look for the repayment of the sums he 
advanced. 

Mr. Crcevcy should support the opposi- 
tion^ his ucble ineiic^to the further pro- 
gress of the measure, unless «he should be 
given to understand that the third reading 
would not be pressed before tbe end of next 
week, by which ^ime he understood the India 
papers would be^efore the house. 

M r. Grant argled against the supposition 
that the public guaranteed these bonds, in 
all owing them to be issued. He contended, 
that the exclusive charter of the East -India 
compan y was the only means of preserving 
India to this country. The cpntingcncies 
on which a participation in the, company's 
profits had been promised to tbe public, 
Ifad been retarded and prevented by a state 
of war. They had been calculated to ac- 
crue upon a prospect of^eace. 

Dr. Jjaurence argued, that thd fear of the 9 
eveufual liability of parliament arose frogi 
the want of sufficient proofs of tHte validity 
of the company's security, which parliament 
was bound to ascertain, before it should 
give it/ sanction to the issue of the Bonds, 
After qpme further explanation, the amend- 
ments \\ere agreed to. 

Mr. Whitbread insisted that time^hould 
'be allowed to make enquiry into^tbe sal* 
vency of the company before aftj£ farther 
proceedings on tbe bill. « n, 

Mr. Dundas bad no objecti^p to a delay 



$09] #arl. DEBAT.ES, Jt 

of a few days for the production of the 
accounts now ordered ; but he feared, a 
total upping up of the company's affairs 
was intended. — The bill was then ordered 
to herrtftid a third tiirife this day se'nnight. 

[Irish Insurrection Bill.] On the 
motion for going into a committee on this 
bill, 

Mr. IV hit bf cad said, he assented to the 
bill's going into a commitfee,from the assu- 
rance he hud received of the present alarm- 
ing slate of the country from otheis, besides 
those who now directed us government, 
chid because ho liopdtl to find it in a much 
less objectionable sli^pe when it came out 
of the committee. To the preamble in par- 
ticular, he must object primd facie, as not 
applicable to the state of the country now, 
compared with its situation in 1796* when 
the bill originally pas^d. • 

Sir J . Newport spoke to the same c fleet. 
The preamble was grounded on the circum- 
stances existing in Ireland, in 17.96, which 
were very opposite to the circumstances of 
the present time. 

Sir A. JVtllcsIey did intend to propose an 
alteration of the preamble. 

On the reading of the clause for enacting 
the capital punishment of persons convict- 
ed of being present, midmg, abetting, and 
assisting, in tlfe administration of unlawful 
oaths, some«discussioti took place. Sir J. 
Newport, Mr. Whitbread, lord II. Petty, 
and Mr; 0 rattan, were desirous the clause 
should be so worded as not involve inno- 
ceut p#Fsons, accidentally present, “in the 
room where such unlawful oaths might 
be tendered, but without their knowledge 
or assistance, in a capital punishment : and 
therefore it was proposed to word the 
clause, “ present, and knowingly and wilful- 
ly aiding," &c. Sir A. Wellesley, the At- 
torney-General, Mr, Simeon, the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, and Mr. Croker, 
were of opinion, that the clause was word- 
ed in the ordinary legal language of all ifi- 
ctictmeuts for similar crimes ; and that it 
wa?iinpossi|ple to iind a man capitally guilty 
under it, unless it should be proved, Ahat, 
beside being present, he was knowingly and 
wilfully guilty df aiding, abetting, and issist- 
ing, and that therefore, the change pV>po- 
sgd wou ld be only an unnecessary tyftisla- 
- w UDW TMtita^ell-known and explicit'la.fguage 
of the laV mto that of commoii^parlance. 
The clamfe was agreed to in ns original 
form. — -^nongst *the various amendments 
jjmd ngjNclauses that were proposed, there 
was one suggested by sir J. Newport, on 
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the clause” which gave a power to the ma- 
gistrates to arrest strangers lq their several 
districts. The amendment proposed was, 
that a power should be given to the lord 
lieutenant, or the magistrates at the quarter 
sessions, to release the party arie * ted, on 
giving good security for his appearance, 
where nothing particular appeared to charge 
him vi^ith any act of criminality. It was 
contended, on the part of government, by 
col. Vereker and others, that the power 
might be vested in thg lords lieutenants, who 
might be supposed to be possessed of all the 
inlu nnation necessary to know whether the 
party ought to be detai ned or not ; but that 
it ought not to be givefTto the magistrates, 
because their party divisions were so great 
that some of them would be glad to releise 
a prisoner, because he was committed by a 
magistrate of the* other patty* Gil the 
•therhatid, it was argued by .Mr. Whitbread, 
sir J. Newport, and Mr. Morns, that if 
such divisions umongsWthe magistrates did 
exist, the hou'se should be more cautious 
how they gave up the liberty of the subject 
without sufficient guards; and that strangers, 
as they were denominated in llie bill, could 
only be Irishmen coining from some other 
county, or perhaps from the next parish, 
or, it might be, from the next street, or the 
next door, a^tbeword stranger was unde fi- 
nable. A division took place, on which 
there was, for sir J. Newport's amendment, ‘ 
IS; against it, 27. The clause was then so 
far modified that the magistrates should 
compelled to transmit to the lord lieulera t 
the story of the stranger, or^ther accused 
person, along wijj^jj^isSrcusaUoi*. — The 
other clauses of the bill were agreed 
without any material ^amendment* 

• .—3 — 

HOUSE OP* COMMONS. 

Friday, July 24?. 

[Minutes.] In a committee on the 
expiring laws bill, Mr. Hose mowed a reso- 
lution for'continuing to the 25th of March 
next, the act for suspendiqj^pertain penal- 
ties in the woollen manufacture. Lord 
Milton urged the importance of coming to 
a final adjustment of the differences exist- 
ing between the vai iou# classes of persons 
conferred in lift woollen manufacture.* 
With a view t8 accelerate j.b:s final adjust-, 
ment he moved, as an amendment, that the. 
juration of the Suspension 'tit* should be 
limited to four weeks aftef the* com- 
mencement of the next session of parlia- 
ment. Mr. P. Motfre stated, that an ar-^ 
rangemegt of*he differences in the woollen 
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manufactories Imd for upwards of five years 
engaged the ptteution the house by its 
committees. All the parties were tired 01 
disw-ntiuu, and more desirous than ever to 
come t<» a final arrangement. Mr. Hus- 
kisson said, government was anxious to 
forward by all means in its power the final 
arrangement of the* differences which lnui 
so long existed. After a few words from 
Mr. Rose, it was ug reed that the chairman 
should report pi ogress, and ask leave to 
sit again, wiiii a viewi£» consider in the 'in- 
terval how the speedy adjustment of the e.\- 
isnug'i fferenrep could be best provided for. 
— Mr. Sheridan presented several petitions 
from the lirewers, i^.stdlers, and Publicans 
of Middlesex and Suirev, against the 
Abuse of the power's exer» lsed by the magis- 
trates of those < ountu s with lespect to pul - 
licansd licences, 'i he petitions were or- 
deied to lie on the table. Mr. Suerid:u» 
gave notice, that he would next week sub- 
mit a measure for i|)e reliel of the grievan- 
ces complained of by the petitioners. 

[Irish Insurkkctiox Him..] Sir A. 
Wei Ievlev moved the committal ot the 
Irish Insurrection bill. 

S:r John Nncpurt proposed an amend- 
ment in the clause, enacting, that a Serjeant 
or barrister at law should preside at each 
of the. countv meetings U»r trying offenders 
under the bill. The house divided : For 
the- amendment, &) ; against it, .53. 

Sir John Newport stated, that gro;-s 
abuses, as he knew from local information, 
liad prevailed in the searching of houses, 
astkcularly ijjjlh respect to females, win 
ad in wine caseSr^fi^ii indecently outraged 
t We wished, therefore, for an amendment 
in the clause respet f»mg the searching o 
bouses after sun-set. L r l he amendment 
which he would propdse was, That the ma- 
gistrate should make out a list of prop* r 
persons to be employed for this purpose, 
for the approbation or the quarter sessions, 
and that be should be responsible fur the 
good behavio^rof such persons in the dis- 
charge of their duty. If this could not be 
adopted, and he foresaw no objection* tost 
from the chance that persons so approved 
of anjgjbt not bo (present at the time they 
« might be wanted, he wdtdd then propose 
{be magistrate should be bound in a 
^jtitoahy of ipO/. to send in the names of 
' the persons^mplnyed to the quarter seq- 
akms yithi|ki48 hours after they should 
6 have been engaged in such search, that he 
^might, in this way, beefome in some rSspect 
res^ousibk, A staong check c was necessary 
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on such a power as this, and unless this 
amend me til. or something equivalent to 
it, was adopted, he would oppose the clause 
altogether, and divide the house on it. ■, 

Sir WilUsUy and the Ciiuncrlf^r^»rthe 
Exchequer hud no ohjcctioii to ■ lit- principle 
of the latter •aniewimcut, but wished it 
should be delayed till the repori'M the bill, 
that they might have time to^onsbler who 
tliei it could lie adopted in consi&Lcncy with 
other neccs^iirv objei Is. 

Mr. Ctoker proposed an Hmc > ii' , meht to 
the clause, Mibsututing ins ead of the 
words, “ and 111 ca^e of refusal to enter by 
force,*’ the follow mg^words, 14 and in case 
adinrinnce shall be refused ten minutes 
a ter being demanded, then s-ui h inau'.j- 
! rales and their office 1 *•, l/ulifb, <S.r. sliall 
be .allowed to breuk into ioiid u welling by 
fone. 1 ' ' ( 

Colonel J'nrkcr disapproved of the word*!, 
44 ten minute' b»* tte>.,gbt such amend- 
ments would go to Hitler away the bill al- 
tner. 

Sir S. RomVhf wav astonished, that in the 
case of &o M-rions a nature as forcible entiy 
into the hou.se of the king’s stihp r.ts, a pro- 
vision to give that subject a reasonable time 
to provide against that forcible entry by vo- 
luntarily admitting 'he officer, should be 
formed by any g'mlicinan ut that house an 
attempt to trittci away the b ; li. It was a 
clause not so much ot relaxation as of com- 
mon justice. 

Colonel k'vreker explained, and said that 
there was another objection to such precise 
mention of the; time, that unless there \va9 
moonlight, or that the bailiffs had lights and 
matches, it could not bn ascei tamed. 

Colonel Barry said, that another objec- 
tion was, that the majority ot such officers 
were riot individually worth a watch. 

Dr. Laurence ridiculed such objections, 
and contended that the “ ten minutes’' 
should be distinctly specified. 

'The Chancellor of tlx Exchequer had no 
' Ejection lo the amendment, provided the 
wcijdf 41 a reasonable time” were put for die 
worths 44 ten minutes',” for if an entire vil- 
lage yeas to be searched, ten minutes wait- 
ing aj the door* of every house in that vil- 
lage ^would bean unconscionable length of 
tiine,^ he proposed, therefore, the substitu- 
tion oil the words 44 a reasonable 

Mr. Cf inter acquiesced in tln^suJjWitutiou 
proposed By the right hon. gentl/phan.* 

Mr. Whitbread and sit J. mkwrt com- 
mented forcibly on the« vaguenesi^of the? 
terms suggested* by the chancellor 01 the 
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exchequer, and expressed their surprise that 
the hon. gent, with whom the amendment 
had originated, could be so readily induced 
to give up the principal point in it.. 

Slr»Laing installed the definite time 
«^£2rffessiy limited in the riot act, and thought 
theSnresent case a«? more deeply involving 
the the subject, than the dispersion 

<of a lawless mob by force of arms ; be 
thought the^ion. gent. j(Mr. Croker) had 
been indeed hasty in giving way to certain 
authorities. 

Mr. Croker said, in justification of hira- 
" \self, that he was bqt a young member of 
parliament, and that it was natural for him 
to bow to authority; besides, he thought 
that the right hou, baronet over the way 
approved of the words a reasonable time,” 
[here sir J. Newport expressly signified his 
dissent]; however, he was himself inclined 
to think the final u#mls “ ten minutes," 
better than those last proposed, though he 
should not wish to divide the committee 
upon them. 

Mr. Grattan said that the committee were 
about to invest an extraordinary power 
somewhere. It ought therefore to be done 
with caution : but who were the persons to 
be invested with the power ? perhaps some 

} awless miscreant, some vagabond, or per- 
mps the discretion T>f their “ reasonable 
time’* was to be lodged in the bosom of any 
convenient fneniai, some postilion, coach- 
man, hostler, or ploughboy, who under the 
sanction of the law was to. judge when it 
would be a reasonable tim/t for him to rush 
into the apartmeut of a female, while she 
was hastily throwing on her clothes, to open 
the door to this midnight visitor ; this would 
giy a wound that would be fell long; it 
would throw ageneral odium about the bill. 
If the character of too bill w<iuld be saved, 
.any thing admitting the possibility of such 
#buse shoujd be sacrificed to it. fl 

Mr. /. C . Bcrcifurd said, that a stranger 
who had heard the last twenty minutes con- 
versation, would lie apt to suppose that the 
frish magistrates had a general propensity 
to oreak open doors.and burst into ladies' 
bed-chambers. He vindicated therlrish 
'magistracy, and said, that he did nolfspeak 
there as a partj^man, but as an Irishman. 
Mr. Abercreffbit was convinced,Jfrom 
fa me within his own knowledge, of 
thenect&^y of great caution ijfthe case 
ftoyr bewe the committee. He thought it 
much benp to l^ave the time ascertained 
by luw^r 

Solicitor-General thought that the 
* VOL. IX.* 


committee was arguing wide of the case in 
point. The question was not about the 
principle of forcible entry, that was. agreed 
to ; the right of the domiciliary visit was 
admitted on all sides, and the questioa 
simply was, whether “ a reasonable time ” 
were words better fitted for the purpose had 
in view than the words u ten minutes t' f he 
for his part thought they were, and put dif- 
ferent cases, each of which he thought bore 
him out in bis opinion; some of those Cases 
might not be thought very probable ; but, 
surely, any of them were more probablp 
than that put by the right hou. gent. (Mr, 
Grattan), of the lady or the female in her 
bed-chamber. He djfj*&s>t, he confessed, 
feel so nicely on the subject as that right 
hon. gentleman. 

Mr. Gumttan said, that the learned gent, 
had told the committee v^tiat it ought to 
argue upon, and what it ought *not to 
*argue upon. It was good in that learned 
gent, to give the committee the aid of his 
instruction : a but is the gentleman, said 
Mr. Grattan, quite sure of being himself 
altogether right? In the first place, all the 
other questions are not wholly gone by ; for 
I may agree to the clause or its modifica- 
tion, or reject both, and afterwards agree 
to or dissent from the principle of the bill 
itself. Again, has the learned gent.Jbeen 
right in his statement of tbe question? He 
has argued on the propriety of vesting, 
the magistrate with the discretion of 
judging of the “ reasonable time;" bufc 
this is not the question. It is, whether 
you vest any commissioned ruffian with 
that discretion? Here, tJySl, the learne^ 
gent, mistated to argife upon ; 

and then did he even argue fairly on tnfefc 
inistatement? — Nq; *for he takes that ap 
impossible which J myself have knowp 
to have taken place, lie says, such ruffians 
as I describe could never have been offi- 
cially employed, and have made their of- 
fice the pretence of wanton oui/age: but I 
have kuown such ruffians to have been em- 
ployed, and such outrage*^) have been 
committed — [Hear ! bear !]— that delicacy 
of the other sex has been grossly obtrudeti 
on and \vantonly insulted— this was no light 
matter — there vuis more In that sentiment 
than a* joke could do awaj'— the honotyf of 
a female in any class-*it was wjr«ug.t0 
make it the subject of parliamentary joctw 
•lanty. V - 

Dr. Laurence and sir S. Ifl8aii<ly*folIow£- 
ed 09 the same sidf , both geutlgmeu js ti- 
ling, th& their right tobu. irieud (Mr* 

3 N • • ' ; • ' ‘ 1 ■ 
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Grattan) had put the question id its true 
light, Jt was not investing the magistrate, 
but his* menial bailiff with a dangerous 
discretion.— Mr. Luiug having proposed 
the amendment in its original form, Mr. 
Croker said, that as he had not withdrawu 
his amendment, he should not give it up. 
^-Tbe committee then divided, 

For the “ ten minutes," {)0 

For “ a reasonable time/* 7 1 


Majority . . . . * 41 ■ 

On the tallowing clause, “Provided always, 
and be it further enacted, that when a ver- 
dict shall be given for the plaiutiffin any 
action to be brougE* against any justice oi 
the peace, peace-officer, or other person, 
for taking or imprisoning, or detaining any 
person, or for seizing arms, or entering 
house* under dolour of any authority given 
by this act, and it shall appear to tin judgor 
pr judges before whom the same shall be 
tried, that there wgs a probable cause for 
doing the act complained of in' such act ion, 
and the judge or court shall cerlify the 
pame on record, then and in that case the 
plaintiff shall not be entitled to more than 
6d. damages, nor to any costs ot suit," 

Mr Brand moved that the whole clause 
be omitted, as grossly unjust and uncon- 
stitiftional. «■ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer admitted 
that the clause was>;iot one which he could 
have wished to see introduced : but, when 
%he necessity of the case was considered ; 
when it was recollected that the state of 
Ireland required that very irksome and 
disagreeable should be imposed on 

t bt magistrates, wlncfi They would be un- 
willing to perform, q*id which, in fact, it 
would be dangerous for them to perforin 
'with the zeal and fidelity required, unless' 
they were protected from the effects uf 
unintentional errors into which, froj ap- 
pearances, they might be led ; when, in 
ehort, it was considered that the very ju- 
rors in such actions of damage s might be 
persons againsf~whom it *had been ueces- 
pary for them to exercise the enactments 
*of this act, fcnd whose minds might, ,on 
that account, be dnflained against them ; 
•when alt these things wtre considgrec^ it 
'was the opinion of those b«6t acquainted 
witli'the state of Ireland, that the act must 
be imperfectly executed, unless the ma$ 
gifttratgs w<fe secured by a clause Hlpe the 
jpreseut. 

’ Sir Arthur Pigott sertd, he wafrdecldedly 
# pf opinion, that tfc provision npw objected 


to, would b e a disgrace to the statute, 
book* Were they, by this most extraor- 
dinary bill, to give extraordinary powers to 
magistrates, and then, after they had ex- 
ceeded even the posters given them, »q 
protect them from the verdict of a jury ? If 
the right hoti. gent, was afraid that lip? per- 
sons aggrieved might obtain a verdict while 
the country was in a state of iiFitation, why 
limit the time for seeking redress to si* 
monihs? If, again, he was afraid of the in- 
flammable slate^f the ju.ors* minds, and 
that they might even have been parties in / 
the supposed transgression, the remedy' 
was plain and easy — change the venue 
to a more distant county, where no dissa- 
tisfaction or irritation of feelings had pre- 
vailed. It had been said, that a similar act 
had been intended to be proposed by the 
late ministry^ lie wffuld only say for one, 
that he had nevei been consulted, nor had 
heaid ul such an i.«t* ntion, nor had he 
evt?r seen the present bill till yesterday, 

If the slate ot Ireland was such as* the 
light hon. gent, represented, and that a 
jury could not be had there whose minds 
were not m an inflammatory state, why not 
l take away tins tn.il hi iury entirel) , at least 
suspend it, till the Rulings of the people 
werj restored to a greater degree ot calm- 
ness and composure ? Jt was a mockery to 
continue the trill by jury, ami yet to de-r 
prive au injured person of the effect of a 
verdict alter it had been gi\en m his fa- 
vour, It was said, that the judges of Ire? 
iaud were fair, impart.al, aud upright. He 
should’ he sorry to doubt it. He believed, 
that they, in common Jfoth the judges in 
this part of the kingdom, with whom he 
was mop intimately acquainted, possessed 
every honourable and upright feeling and 
quality, lint* this was a power not to be 
/intrusted to any man. It was such a power 
as the law had refused to any judge, or any 
set of judges whatever. 

•The Attunia/~Gencnil cortfenc|ed, that 
th^ enactment now objected to was not s? 
novel as the hon. and learned Ijaronet had 
supposed, lie confessed that plaintiffs ip 
the suuation alluded to were to be deprived 
of tmi benefit of the common law ; bqt 
was pot this already the eft* in all revenue 
questions ? Where an offirer of t he rev enue 
was sued, nothing but the utffiiagtT 
sustained uy the injured party ^asfl&warded 
against him. Where it was a question of 
intention iu revenue casefc, and mifJntentiox^ 
could be shewn* the plaintiff coufB not re^« 
cover; and it had been determined* nilhe 
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case of Sutton a^fl' Johnston, that the 
Question of “ probable cause” 'was a ques- 
tion for the judge. There the defendant 
would have an acquittal, and of course his 
cu sja fr om the plaiu^ift'; here the plaintiff 
M^s to have a nominal verdict, even al- 
thoWh tlie judge was of opinion that the* 
probable. cause was with the defendant. 
The duties # which magistrates would have 
to perform in the preseat state of Ireland, 
were of a most invidious nature, and he 
thought that this was not too great an in 
demnity to allow them in Lhevi n^harge of 
' * such duties. # 

Mr. Hoyle (solicitor-general for Scot- 
land) contended th& the hon. and learned 
gent, (sir A. Pigott) had gone too' far in 
treating the proposed resolution as so great 
a novelty, and as so grievous an infringement 
of the law and ccanitutiou of^his country. 

If the hon. and had consulted 

the statute book, he woul^Rive fouqd that 
similar resolutions as to Ireland had been 
passed repeatedly before this time, nay. 
that at this moment- sirai formed a part 
of the luw of the lun^. If the hon. and 1 
learned gent, had found the .enactment 
in question so ver^ obneixioy^,' why did 
he not come forward in his official si- 
tuation, when Ite tLttorney-gcneral, 

and move tint it be expudfbd froiu^he 
statute book? lie had no doubt that 
the hon. an 3 learned person, when in office, 
agreed with his friends in the ministry in 
thinking the clause in "'dispute essential 
to the well-being of Ireland He.. (Mr. 
Boyle) recollected being in the house on 
. the evening when the, present bill was in- 
troduced, and. re menpbe/ed perfectly ,we& 
that gentlemen on every side agreed 
in the necessity of the measure, except gjrtagnn 
hon. gent., whom he now saw in his pUfeYtui 
(Mr. Sheridan,) who declared, heJn^Tno 
doubt most conscientioij^y, his rcspltilioif 
to oppose the bill in every stage. 

Mr. Wlutbivad f i\f$ JavJii, that he had yot 
heard a legaf or constitutionaVsentiment iK- 
fejpd on the subject, except whist bad ft 
from his bon. friend behind him, 

Pigott). He had, indeed, lysard 


only attempt at a*v.indicaiion of the present 
measure ? The necessity of the revenue laws 
we must all be aware of, a 'great f evenue 
could not otherwise be expected to be levied; 
but of the necessity of the present provision, 
he confessed he was by no meaos convinced* 
An hon. gent. (Mr. Boyle) had, however* 
treated the provision as part of the existing 
laws of this country, and had asked, why, t 
it so Obnoxious to his learned friend (sir A* % 
Pigott), he had not moved to have it expun^ 
ged from the statute book ? A provision*' 
to the same effect lfe (Mr* Whitbread) ad* 
initted, did make part of a statute of the 
parliament of Ireland, which would expire 
on the 1st of Augus^.P&'would have been 
too much however,, he suspected, for his 
learned friend to have come forward here* 
and moved to have that enactment exptin-/ 
ged. At ajl events, an enactment of tha£ 

I Irish parliament could not act as a precesf 
*Jeut for that house, or afford any such ai^» 
giiment for now adopting it, as if they, had 
been re-enacting- a former legislative mea- 
sure of their own. There might be u geile* 
‘ral conyiction of the necessity of the present 
act, and yet the clogging it with one clause 
similar to that now objected to, might render 
it 90 unpalatable that many gentlemen who, 
like himself, were not otherwise unfriendly 
to the measure, might rather wish to sea Ire- 
land take its chance tnan thus relinquish 
onebf its deares^and piost, valuable rights* 

It was hardly possibllh ^utflhat in the exe- 
cution of such an act as present* inno- 
cent persons should suffer wftnng. Their ■ 
country, however, woutd still be naturally 
deal* to them, anS, they cheer them-* 

selves with the hope they liad stjUa 

remedy left ; that' they had still a jur^b 
* to tec t them, .and to ‘redress ftje wrongs 
ney lSad su staine d, • If the' clause now ob- 
jected to, hojKfkr, should pass, they could 
have no such consolation. , They might ap* 
peal tu, a' jury *; a jury, migllt give them re* 
dress ;*>ut they jAight then tiiyA the judge 
interpose, aud^cfeprSfc, them of that recoin* 
nee jur thehywrongs tff'iSflicli they were 
Justly entitleoYHe would ask, /could a man 
in this situation have the sai*6 feelings to* 


the measure, by shewing that such pra 
also prevailed in revenue questions.^ 


able to law ^>r to ti»e constitution^ W^s it 
not* know and acknowledged, that our re- 
venue law^vere infractions of our constitu- 
tional l^rties, apd wgre only tolerated as 
neceyity, wbitfb*. indeyd, was 4he 


thing like an attempt at a. legal defence wards his country as if # up such clause. had * 


found its way iu|p the present bill F 
Cir. *Ju/tn Newport related two Cases ill 

i ■ I* . .1,. .i 


bat render the power more agree- .which the precipitancy df the magistrates 

. _ .i F * ti .L . 


T . ^ .. had been the ru n of two worthy iudj viduaisf 

and acknowledged, that our re- pthe one, that of a’tuerchaut w jo was taken 

upon suspicion 1 00,000/. bail * af offered 
fbi his appearance*at the necessary, time ; ( 
this was refused*; the mail’s bustue*tf,w«fr 
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rdibed for want of hit own torwitce to con* I tained that the decisio* would be strength* 

^ »««,._■ i 1 i tr K , j . . r * j' ,:j 1_ L V 


duct it, and be became «a bankrupt. He 
afterwards went out to America ; he carried 
With him the disease of the itrihd which had 
thus been occasioned, became melancholy, 
his senSes were deranged, and he made an 
attempt upon his life. Another person was 
apprehended in the county of Tipperary, 
because he was guilty of having a pif ce of 
French manuscript in his pocket, and by 
Order of the sheriff he was dogged, because 
the sheriff in his extreme loyal 2 eal conclu- 
ded that the manuscript must be seditious, 
or it would not have been written in French, 
a language which be did not understand. He 
therefore intreafSf ^ntlenaeii to look a 
little at the other side ; *o feel a little for 
the injured individual as well ^ for the er- 
mg magistrates. 

mtr lVindhdbti always considered the prin- 
ciple of the revenue laws a very deplorablr, 
departure from the general principles of 
British legislation, and could not readily be 
induced to think that we oogbt to adopt 
what muBt be in some instances an unjust 
exception, instead of what was an acknow 
Jedged, just, and liberal established rule. 
The case of Sutton and Johnston was a 
singular exception not extremely worthy of 
imitation. 

Colonel Vereker was afraid this excellent 
bill was in danget of being frittered aw*v, 

The Sulicttor-Gcmera b said, that if this 
clause was omitted, lill the preceding clauses 
might be canceled also. 

General Loftus spoke, from his own ex- 
perience, iii ajlpbort of the clause. 

'Lor,d /f. Pefi^jde^jared, that in every 
^.e Jinciple of justice we were bound to ad- 
^inimster relief to tjie injured individual. 


even though it should ' not be done at tim parliament was in 
ex pence of the magifetratm_ * considering the Mu 

* Lord' Milfoil reprobatedwverely the in-J-whidh induced that 
justice of the measure : as a niatter of policy 
e*eu, it was to be considered, that such a 
ftieasure’Nwould naturally irritate men’s 
minds- — whftp they* felt that they 1 had . __ 

. Offered damage, whdn \\jft appealed rfii 
court of jd^tice, and ajuty awarded * them : 
rothptasation in damages, and yet it 
1 'Iras not in tbepcfwer of the jury to extend^ 

: ,to the in ividual that justice to wtych c they 
knew' he was entitled^ When he" saw the 
verdwA of the Jury superseded by the deci- 
* smn’of the5 judge, was that a Way to r$- 
cdridiJW th<f feelings of Irishmen ? was that 
ar vtay t o bi rid 1 retail'd by friendly att^ch- 
tt^ht to this country f •. . * 

" itit&'Cti&tictilbri * of thi I^xtheqjicf main- 


ened, the interest of individuals would be 
better secured, by the opinion of the Judge 
and Jury being both made public. He 
contended that the cnees to which gefctje- ^ 
men alluded appeared to be wbat tb^hiW 
termed damnum sine injurid; and priyfte in- 
terest must give way to public go35. 

Mr. Windham said, that if the magistrate 
was supposed to be innocent, that is, with 
respect to the quo animo with which he acted , 
and yet it was seen that an individual suf- 
fered materially, government or the coun- — ■ s 
try should reimburse the sufferer* 

Mr. Morris said, that if the verdict of* 
jury was supposed to be erroneous, the 
constitution had provided a legal mode of 
redress to the party who supposed himself 
aggrieved, as he might move for a new trial, 
then for a second, an<^|jbn to a third ; and, 
if three juriqUlf me county were agreed as 
to the same chief poiut, however highly he re- 
spected the character and general conduct of 
the judges iii England and in Ireland, he 
must say, that he should think the verdict 
of three distinct juries infinitely preferable 
to that of any individual who might oppose 
their decision, however highly venerable 
that individual migfrt be seen in other re- 
spects. — The committee then divided upon 
this clause, and the numbers were : For the 
original clause, 75; for the < amendment, 

28; Majority 47. 

Upon the period of “ two years, and to 
the end of the next ensuing session of par- 
liament,” being proposed for the duration 
of the act, 

Sir John Newport rose aud deprecated such * 
a period, as it implied the contemplation of 
a necessity which might cease long before 
the habit of annually 
tiny bill, and the reasons 
that habit pleaded with still 
stronger force for the annual consideration 
of a measure of this nature, which would go 
tb put Ireland out of the pale of the consti- 
tution. Whut, he would ask, would ge*> 
len say,* if it were proposed^ for such, or 
cri for any period, to put England in 
a situation? 

lonel Vercker was an advocate for the 
as was 

neral Phipps , who stated, t hat if En g- 
land wet.*e in such a state as that*?ffffff8®^ ^ 
or lfkely Up be so, be believed ttyt warded 
glisli gentleman would be fodn^sbon of 
.the adoption of a measure shin ten tioi^ 
present. " 

*~Mr. Wiiidhhm thought that fchort££fog 
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tfye duration of the bill would bje a sort of 
pledge to the Irish people of the reluctance 
with which parliament imposed such an act 
upon them, while its present extended du- 
ratioa"" a \vould directly indicate an mdif- 
tdfaice upon the subject. Tor, although 
the nfeqessity tor tlie biU might now be ful- 
ly evidertF, still no man could presume that 
the period objected to might not long sur- 
vive that necessity. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer was de- 
cidedly of opinion that the clause ought to 
pass m its present stage, because there was 
no probability that the necessity which cal- 
led for the bill would so soon cease ; and also 
because it was desirable to prevent the agi- 
tation ot a question of this nature so often 
as the right hon. baronet professed to wish 
lest such agitation might tend to aggravate 
the evil which the bii^was me Ait to cure. 

Mr. Grattan deprecated the continuance 
of the bill for so 1 jng a term as that propo- 
sed by the clause now iryjdiscussion, and 
earnestly mtreated the hoflte to comply 
with the suggestiou of his right hon. friend 
(sir J. Newport). The right hon. the 
chancellor of the exchequer, he said, had 
argued, that this bill would cease to operate 
as soon as the occasion for it should cdase, 
and that it could be wo grievance where it 
was not m opei ation. He (Mr. G ) denied 
the fact. Would the house, without any 
proofs at its bar, or appointing any com- 
mittee to enquire into the situation of Ire- 
land, and report on the necessity of the 
case, proceed to pass a Hill, abrogating m 
Ireland lor three years, the rights of the 
constitution, merely because, at present, 
there was a manifest disposition in some 
places which called for vigilance tmd the 
strong hand of coercion ? Was it no grie- 
vance to declare the power 6i the crown ab- 
solute and to authorize government tq 
proclaim the whole or any part of the peo- 
ple of Ireland out of the king's peace, and 
liable to qulitaty* execution or arbitrary 
•transportation ? But, supposing su <p a 
pftwrer vested lkithe hands of’the most wise 
and humane chief governor that ever,exist- 



hecmm her was §cfrry to say there existed 
some necessity for # it. He kapw it «m ex- 
tremely unpopular m Ireland, from the 
hundreds of letters he himself had received 
upon the subject-; but still, under the exis- 
tence of some necessity, he wae ready do 
vote for the bill,, and to take h» own hill 
share of the odium and unpopularity at* 
tec bed to it. This was a time in which every 
man Should be prepared to sacrifice, net 
only some portion of tils liberty, but of hit 
popularity also, for the safety of hit country* 
he was ready to sacrifice both, for the good 
of the atate, because he would rather give 
up hw situation as a representative of hie 
countiy, than satrkj^ public security at 
the shrine of poapmnty* He wet mured 
by his right bon.Triend near him(Mr. Elliot, 
the late Secretary for Ireland), that these 
were in various parts of Ireland, secret no©- 
dprnal meetings of a dark and dangerous 
nature. This called for the bill, and there- 
fore he would vote tor # it, even without the 
modification of the clause required by the 
right hon. baronet. But he most earnestly 
in treated ot the house, and of the right 
hon. gentleman opposite to him, not to 
push this bill to an extent so unnecessary, 
which even the Irish parliament, at a period, 
and in a state o£ things much mote gene® 
rally alarming, only popped for one year, 
afterwards .tor two, and lastly, in the hour 
of its death, just before the onion, perpetu- 
ated tor seven years. The feeling he wish* 
ed the house to impfess by this bill upon 
the people of Ireland was, that itwasamea- 
sure of necessity, which would cease vulh 
the cause, and subside wj«jb the disposition it 
was intended to coVrect ; but he senol^ly 
apprehended, that ^enactment for 3 years 
would tend to aggravate the mischiefs it was 
intended to correct? because, by evincing 
to the people of Ireland an indifference to- 
wards extending to them British privileges, 
a question might arise m their minds, whe- 
ther to prefer the military government <bf 
FranCd, or the suspended constitution of En- 
gland J The question iu"lr&Tand now he'd 
tiotinngto do with religious conflict, or re- 
publican piincipie,hut wassrmply this, whe- 
ther Ireland should cquputte a portion of, 
tfje British emp&e ; or become not a por* 
tion ot Franco— but Tflfeol utely nothing : for ; 
annihilation would beheftate wider French; 
conquest. He knew very well, Franco * 
would have her spies in Ireland to^cneale a. 
French party, and to endeavour to fofttent , 
a French connection, first by co jpettmg— <- 
but with a-tyrtain vieqf to mere .5 ureas uji 
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Sweep ibis country and f tbc United States 
*f America l lie should rejoice to hear 
"that the report was untrue ; and if that was 
the case, he was sure the noble lord on the 
opposite Side (lord Hawkesbury) would be 
glad tp have thtB opportunity aifoided him 
4f contradicting it; but if so great a calami- 
ty had really takeu place, he trusted) that 
ijts majesty's ministers would lose no time 
Iplayiug before pailiament the grounds ofj 
the dispute between the two countries. In- 
deed, be trusted that^ parliament would in 
this case insist upon having full information, 
and that so uufortunate an event had not 
occurred without ministers having done 
fvery thing in theiwpower to avoid it. 

Uord Hamkesbuij/ saiurjhat the only an 
$pier he could give was, tb& he had no au 
fcbonty to make any communication atpre 
sent 0*1 the subject to which the noble lord 
had alluded. That noble lord, howevej^ 
did bias no more than justice when he sup- 
posed that eveFy thing bad been done on 
the part of his majesty's miaisteis to avoid 
in unfortunate a result as hostilities between 
this country and the United States of Ame- 
rica. No one could lament that event 
more than he would, if it should take place 
fcttt in that case he should cevtainly feel it 
Ins duty tp lay before parliament, at as ear* 
tyd period as pessibfli, every information 
which wou?d be n</ p s'irv for th^m tc^/orm 
HU ojHPW'Srtf tbVA bject. Tneir lordships, 

JtttprwvW, Ke was pure, must be sensible of 
tbn impropriety of aLj p.iur.ati-e commu- 
fuentiom and therefore would ndt expect 
any from bun at this moment 

Lord Holland in explanation observed, 

S&X it was not his wuih to urge his majesty's 
jaiwateiv to any p my ature communication. 

He was only anxious to take the first op- 
portunity of expre&sflig his sense of the ca- 
lamity which was said to have occurred^ 
and bis hope that parliament would not se- 
parate without receiving full information 
respecting, its cause. ^ ' 


ruouse ot cpdMoKs. ( 
ijwtdqy* July 27, 1807. 
[Londok*Po*t Impbov Bill.] 

On the readmgiof the order of the day, for 

* the third reading o/UM^London Port Im- 
provement bdl,,wfilcfi w as far the advancing 

. 30,006/. to the West- India dock company, 
Mr. Wi Smtik rose and said, that he had 
the instruction of a very numerous class of 
.traders m West-Ipdu produce, to oppose 

* the bill; of the .progress of which? to 4s 
present stage, he • was wholly unaware, un- 


til informed by mere accident, nor xould 
he have obtained a printed copy of the bill 
but through the kmdness of au hon. friend 
near him, in order to be fully apprised of its 
object. The persops who instructed bun 
to oppose the bill, and the list of 00 of 
whom he had m lus pocket, would have 
come fonvard with a petition against it, 
but for the very advanced # penod o* the 
session. They complained ot very oppies- 
sive grievances and impediments to thtir 
tiade, caused by the conduct ot the nock 
company, and they desired only to register 
their protest against .granting to the com- 
pany, by this bill, the sum piopostd, and 
thereby further confirming their monopoly, 
until they should redu^s the gnevaucts 
complained ot, and which the parties ag- 
grieved were ready to state by pi tincm. 

Mr. Alderman S/iarv* as a member of 
the dock company^ declared that, m t» e 
course ot his expert *nce amongst them, he 
never witnessedjtbc slightest disposition on 
the parf of t K s company* or their servants 
to Hicouvc’venre, much less to oppr* ss or 
injure, any man , on the contrary it was 
their earnest wish, us well as their interest, 
to give facility and accommodation to every 
trader resorting to tlio&e docks, to the ui- 
ingst of their powe/*, and he was convin- 
ced they would, at any time, be ready, 
with the utmost iheei fulness and alacrity, 
to remove, upon repiesentation, every 
cause of complaint to the utmost of thtir 
power. Besides, he begged leave to ob- 
serve that the 30,000/ granted by this bill, 
not fui the ptivate advantage of the 
company, but for public purposes; name- 
ly, for building a party-wall between the 
outward bound, and the homeward dock, 
and thereby the better to prevent depreda- 
tions on the shipowners, and frauds on the 
revenue ; to build offices tor the accommo- 
dation of his majesty's oftueis ot the cus- 
toms there, and to erect b.macks for the 
convenience of the troops it was tound 
ujjics&ary to employ, in order to pi event 
depredation*. He therefore hoped ^tftr 
bouse, feeling the necessity af those &r- ,, 
rangeineots for the completion of the West- 
India docks, would not, without some ob- 
vious grounds, reject the bill. 

Mr. Alderman Comte allowed that there 
were many complaints made of disappoint- 
ment and impediment, such as alluded to 
by b 1 * boo. friend who opposed the bill, 
hut they were such ps he fcactoio doubt the 
company would be ready to remove dpon 
ter representation. f 
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Mr* Wilbert supported the bill* defended 
the ctathict of the' company, an© lamented 
|bat shtf hoti. gent* who brought forward 
the objection lied not himself more fre- 
quently visited the docks, end witnessed 
the alacrity and dispatch there evinced for 
public accomodation, and that he had 
iielrd the story only from prejudiced per- 
sons, whose complaints arose from their 
own irregularity, rather than from any 
fault of tiiQ cojDDpauy. If carts were crow- 
ded there W sifch numbers as rendered it 
impossible for them s to be loaded within 
the bouis d/idy, appropriated to business, 
it was undoubtedly* expensive and vexa- 
tious; but how were the company to blame? 
•fftere were many, ne believed, who did 
not like to "send so far for the produce, and 
were averse to the docks on that account ; 
and others who disliked them on account of 
the dealff blow theu had giVfcu, to smug- 
gling, and to plunder upon tlie properly 
of YVest-lndia moicheuta, from th# mo- 
ment they entered the rfeer till they weie 
cleared r-t the c us to m-hou ser ^wg^ existed 
before the o docks wl'je WelfSo; but the 
uupirPuee ot those docks to the publiL 
Would ho better estimated by a calculation 
v«» i. he coulS prove, namely, that be- 
fbretbc erection of Lhosc docks, the plunder 
©f West-India ptodifte upon the tiade in 
LcPodon, amounted to ball a million an- 
nually, besides the proportionate loss to 
the revenue. Tie trusted, therefore, the 
house would not v upon slight and unex- 
amiued grounds withhold the aid propo- 
sed by this bill from an object of such pub- 
lic importance. —The bill was then read a 
third tune, and passed* 

M {fsumoH Theaths' axd Dispute 
vjirri Amkkica.] Mr. Whitbread rose 
and observed, that be had ^.vaited to the 
lust moment in the hope of seeing the 
right hon. the foreign secretary, in hie 
place, th^t be might put to him some ques- 
tions* He could not however, let the pre- 
sent occasion pass? by without subtm 
these questions to the right hon. 
chtncellQr # of the exchequer, it would bt* 
in the recollection ot the bouse that the 
light bon. gent., whose gbsence he had ah 
luded to, had on a fQrmertught, in reply to 
a question put -by him, respecting the trea- 
ties qr engagements with foreign powers, 
policed in the speech et the #nmneoce- 



farthest* JJs wished fa know, then, wbeu' 
(his oommonicatibli would be made to the 
hottoe. It was nothfe intention, however, 
to press for the commumcatkiu, utiles* It 
could be made widu>ut*itidonvemened f 1 p 
the public seftrfee; but ft v *as natur 
the pre^nt stati of the session, ft 
should feel considerable anxiety t**J| 
the treaties laid before the <ioasc < 
ditioq^ly as possible. — Hehad also aftoftri^ ' 
question to ask the nght bod* gent., ten* 
cermng the very alarming event, of „ 

intelligence had bee# received, respect*^ 
the capture of an American frigate by m 
British vessel* This event was felt by bitty* 
and would be felt by every sober, and re* 
fleeting person in tip^Elftion, to be in tho 
h ighest degree alarming* What be wishe# n 
to ask wa^ jghPther any ri&mnnmtcalion kMt 
been rec eived by bis majesty’s govemmeWlSf^ 
the u re u instances "that had IdU to thfeuata*^ , 
wet 10 n ? Whether the officer concerned* 
had acted upon instructions fnrnfched to 
lnm by the government at home, or upon 
his own fedhng of duty or propriety f 
And whether^it was the intention of fife 
majesty's ministers, to make any comnt&f 
plication to the house upon the subject ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer , in tb© 
absence of liis right hon. friend, would an* 5 
swer the questidta^pf the hon* gept.^ Hri 
assured the hon. menfoty that; it 4 ms the 

makettiftL 


of the session, stated, that he had{ 
treason to behevq, that he should be autfe> 
to lay those treaties before die house, 

‘ lait*. orJjuttlnetk « 



intfea/AorfWhi | p ght h&Jufeiqnd 
communication, hVpfbmiseJ,^ 

At the same tim e h^ pae sw obsd 
right hpdTIfrTe^lhttd not {aft) 
he would lay & treaty or tregtfep J 
house.Tlie lion, member and tliat^ 
rec ollect, Hhatj ins what 
former night, his light hon. ft\ 
stated only that QieWreaty alfbcfed to^d 
fended upon a contpigen ty 9 which couqisa 
gcncy, if it should riot* £&k* place, would 
render it unnqdfesary to prodhee the treaty 
to the house. With rfttffect to the oJf 
question of the hon. grot, he Should < 
that tb^a would be no neceyity to 
any communication upon Hhe , subject* 
Whgt he should state at preset was, this 
as a jdbmber of his majesty 
he was not in possession off elf the cir 
stances ©£ the ctge, a£a rould not then 
mekean^riistiuct rasasnunicatiop^uppp *[ 
sul^&t. Alftie should say was, 
on receiving the necessary info 
should appear that there was any tbii 
proper or unjustifiable in the cotuftf * 
officer < 

Wery'i 
✓ gr 


xr concerned, there certainty 
y wtffc oi^ieparlrifhfem^ 
1 O* ^ 4&fl 




i aj ^ - 4 . iL.iii i ' • -A vi * tji it.... 




; he just to impute hlanib MK anyquarter 
^{pre a knowledge of $4} $m circumstances 
©/the transacti%ltouLl j^^ the means 
" and 

yhttbrfod 4»Maiuie4^4uiy idea of 
; blame 4o any iqaiJ, 4tod was glad 
ad asked the information, bepause 
—swer be bad received from, the right 
Jgeni. afforded °hnn great consola- 

/ (Militia Transfer Bill,] On the 
question being put for the second reading 
the Militia Transfer tall. 

Sir Robert iniiterm^ose th oppose the 
h&\. He approved alt^otbei* of the sys- 

a that had been produced lhirvear by the 
ministers, and he had expected that the 
Jam. gagtlemea’ opposite •had become con- 
^iMtrts to “Its merits, and that they would*} 
qave hod the manliness to acknowledge the 
fact. He called, than, on all the nidepen- 
#ppt gentlemen m that bouse; to support 
their own consistency by supporting that 
system, which they bad last year so delibe- 
rately and solemnly sanctioned, lie bad al- 

J ays been a friend to enlistment for a limited 
enod> and he was confirmed in bis opinion 
by the success that hadjtftended its adop- 
tion/ That system ftS6 raised 2^,000 me;i 
one yepry a^d jspuld contio^ 

s&*M& measure would 
„ an< ^ hourly , so As, 
time* to "give "thtr'ofeuntrj u 
(face, adequate to eveiy na- 
ose. The object of the bon. 
rt opposite was to overturn a system 
proved so oefteficial. They pro- 
nto take from militia, a iorce best 
4 calculated for defence, its order to add tt> 

' Abo dosposeabje Jbrce/ winch was not now 
wanted*— -A* to £bj» inspecting held offi- 
cers appointed volunteer^ he nmV< 
tamed thatJtbey Were of no use to tfio W 
junteers, because they hdd no j \ itbbrity 
Over them, d cftqid not put /any! corps 



through a 
order of 



(ingle ftttteuvre, without, the 
the colonel. The withetawiug 
JL “* field officers would 


save 

fe&idn, bxit that? was no 
right bon. gentle- 
dUmmist/baph 
pieasufes reApectW.Ha 
, effected a saving of SOoJDOf 
i qafioni without rendering .that fcr^e 
^ Jfcffte U On all these grounds bf felt 

to 9fVm “®4«r d^j 


MUillOt 

(folonel Stanley pfe? opposed the bill, 
because it would defray the militia, and 
be oppressive to the country. The iq*n 
that weie to be taken from 1 *tte militia, were 
laced by the bajua^y I|e did not 
approve ot the measure^j|£|^ held out 
encouragement lo^tbcers^isyldiA to seek 
promotion in the litfg, by tt^rHlumbej 
men which they could rinflueuce to volun- 
teer from the regiments, 'lftmtw^udd hpve 
a most injurious effect upon t^e militia, for 
which it wa% at pieseqt so difficult to pro- 
cure proper subaltern officers. In the plr* 
sent critic il circumstances of the country, 
he was very unwilling to oppose any pica-" 
sure^ that might bf deemed ueccgsaiy, but 
a sense of dCuy obliged him to oppose this 
measure in every stq^e. li, however, the 
bd} stfbuld pass u/o a law be would not 
throw any mifl^iment in the way of fin 
operatic*- ^2ie trusted, that in such a c 
a clause wouYu ik hfiroduted to preveut the 
recruiting partus or commanding officers 
trom tampering with the men* Tiie mili- 
tia was aln adv in a declining state, and for* 
his paithe would much rattier the po^le 
lord bad brought forward a ^proposition for 
aniuhilaiing the nnhtta altogether, than for 
degrading it by making it subservient to the 
recruiting of the army* 

Mr. ft illoughbt/ uopld give hk support 
to the measure, .because at this eventful pe- 
riod, when the states of the continent were; 
over-run. and when we were threatened 
with the same fate that had bvfalleirother 
nations, vigorous measures were absolutely .i* 
necessary. 1 his measuie he considered el- 4 
fk acinus, and from conversations which be 
had had w ith some nulitia officers Jie wascotw 
cinced, thet if double the number |iropo&?tf 
to be allowed to volunteer were nhcessary, 
they could be obtained readily. Here he could 
noUiut remark upon the hegleet of the late 
ministers, whp had desei ted ou r brave all^f, 
and i*vn>&&i the fonje^f the <gmutry by 
such ejipfl^ons as tbattojhgypt, which Jer« 
mvu^fW foe diaaafer that tamisbedtibpiajfe 
tre ff^he JBritisharmr* Of the volubteeW A 
• fikbb/fojitiinli decried by a right hob, 

K iU v ^(p0site. (Mr. Windham), rnkhm tm* 
ts be^mbsd, but whose politics apa 
peered to £$fmto be too theoretical and ape* 
cufative, he hngbt truly spy, that tbesmrrf 
idth which they had come forward bad safeed w 

’ He wae oi dp|aioa4iata|Bb * > 





^^^Thelton^nt; cbocludejjl,* bye*;- 

SKrt^i«»S 

cei^e^d (hut- thwl wooldf.be the.'eaittfe 
ud^imity in dtf^nAW iwijjcb *« was 
, si^etfcsrtj Wttiftibofin thb'fielai ' . ’■ 


; strains* the bill. Hr. 

*odfd gain by the 
first instance . Bti t 
look farther, and 
become of 
That source of 
t would' be effectu- 

; jw't!n effect of this measure. 

£fm b^Mby*rtfi*ing bounties, would de- 
' stroy tne reghlar recrtflting.'It was re- au res, -for Its 
4rtarfcAbfe tOo, that the^pldu'of the hobte 
lord departed from the ptecedenta of ^O- 
Iturteentxg from the militia,. inlb the "line* 

The volunteering in IWj) hadnotbeen fol- 
lowed by a ballots A JfeW volunteering 
f(^tothe militia had take^nlac^intbe 
cmr&tof the prescnt^ w ar , "afflH hall ^i6t 
. own Succeeded by the oaHoTT^ This con* 
sti luted ad essential difference between the 
f j!reis^tit and the former cases- Though he 
r fffejecftedta^he^hole of the measure, lie 
mighty iittftteid perhaps to withdraw his 
opposition to4fo if one or two points wFre 
td b^feded/t6 him. The first was, that 
nO^jprbposTtifm should be made, under 
any circumstances, to the men who should 
volunteered enlist for a longer term than 
that sanctioned by the system adopted last 
session. *A#bther was, that the men wfab 
^Slijbuki be^huled by ballot to supply the 
placje of dtdyd Vho volunteered'" into the 
^ 4 U:aij^^hdt|j[d 'nc>T^ in any case be called dti 
tO'^dfunteer into the liuCf If these points 
were ceded, -to might ti£%diiced to vote 
fwHtheibflL ■ * * 

'%tr*JkttfrAart most heartily approved of 
the measure, because, as . the ndble lord 
who proposed it bmi stated, it would n6t 
interfere s \Wth^theS||gular permanent rey 
crffiiing^^aniiyt ^l wafa*Seinporarj 
* measure toWt *4. pTeSWOg ein$pW$r * 'Thi® 
measure' was mot likethat of t id right |ion. 
g^iMostte (Mr. Wlod^te), 
f*i*m*mt complete At fence.* 

it would give t^tlte^Srdte, wAdld 
be*# titat description empbat&all^ti^g* 
bated by c a right hon. gdnty ^pfeK^rkeJi 
pnafocmer night, sui g&ttris* ^w^ wbuld 
; be pot cajoled jOr Entrapped htyan in-* 
t cafftinfes moment} fcuft men who^d'seep 
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|3&|Iand , M'hat be wldf than, he would no 
>pdubt realize, it he s|bttl4 succeed in bis 
''Bewgns against thi% coiimty. That enemy 
liad nev er broken hj&aordio^uy thing ci uel , 
vengeful, or ip\a«Veu The jiutig artear of 
"fate fpr the 5($Qf«*j£ri that "Great Britain 
# >*d rivalled and ^latecL^e power oi 
JFrance, w cola be discharged m ith at cumu- 
Twed interest* If this were true, be w as 
aura that militia officers would nftt feel 
f ijher disgust or leltfvation in coUscqutnce 
v 4 *ftt measure which necessary to pre- 
"UerVe the country ffom the dangers that 
threatened it, lie was sure that theie 
would be no objection to tie measure, 
vhen it would be ^een tbftt it was be- 
come necessary. In the v^a of an individual 
who might not be willing $ go from his 
familv though balloted, a Ttuhi might be 
provided by # priv ate benevolence to cover 
nun from the severity. H* r nly threw o^pt 
these hints, that means might be dtvised to 
pbviatt any casesofmoiMoual haidship that 
might ocr ur , though he was afraid that the 
practical consequence of acting upon such 
a inncmh, mi htie injurious uanothei 
Vay, by interfering with the regular recruit- 
. pag for the army. 

j J Mr Calcraft could not concur in the 6cw- 

* timents expressed by the lion, gentlemen, 
\ who bad for thq tirst time addressed ihe 
^louse that night, (Messrs 

4 v ^jL<?ckhart) though .’anxious to < on- 

Nfur in any measure that might be dttrmd 

* necessary for the security of tne-< ounu > , i u 
critical situation in which it was placed. 
Before he could a to ree the proposition ot 
^ tbeno^le lord, be must firt look at the si- 
tuation of our natiuidl f< ret , at the pre- 
^text for the noble lcid’s plan, and a£ the 
Jdati itself. Whence* iouud that the force 
already oti foot was, 4 if properly organized, 
arranged and regulated, sufficient to sav£ 
the country, be was anxious to spare his 
countrymen that compulsion, which the 
poble lord considered necessary ./ Hf he was 
persuadeOLfhat JJie existing f ref was suf- 
ficient for/that purpose/ he was justified in 
opposing Vhe noble lord s mtasur J. Before 
lie proceeded m lus argument, iie should 
fpg leave to intake one or two observations 

• upon the volun teer fence. Jue jyas/ully 
Sensible of he i atTftie spmti idtha do* 
se&ISe of the country’s danger, with winch 
the volunteers had come forward in its 
fence, but he could uot sit sileut and hear 
charges brou^ against his right hon. 

t friends of the Ute^dmioistlatuxi, ttiat they 
hid by thtir mrasures clijunished the vo- 


lunteeirs. If getttiemen weratout to exa- 
mine thi papers on the tabte, they would 
find that any diminution which the volunteer 
iorce might ha\ e undergone had uot arisen 
out of the measures or regulations ot the 
gentlemen with whom he acted, but 
was the natural cnn*eqvifc|lttce ,k of tin insti- 
tution [a cry of no, no], "tie begged gen-* 
tlemen to examine the pUpet^i in the yeftV 
1805, the volumcer furtiewfcs upwards of 
100,000 , but, at the comriWatement qt 
the \<-ai 1800, that force tfkft reduced*© 
518,0(0. a nri this whs bcfcwfliis iion. 
fi lends had come into offinty before afiiy 
regulations whicl they afterwards made 
isted, and there iuref the charge! so con- 
stantly urged against Ins hott. friends Was 
not borne out by the documents. Every 
body must be aware that it was the nature 
of such an^nstitutiOn to be fluctuating, and 
it was evident front! 4 the documeiits on the 
Uhl*, that from Pie time when his hon. 
friends came ml** office to the latest re- 

f the xs Mellon of the volunteer force 

dicf norvvM^ 1 ■*> ooo Any gentleman, 
who looked n the lact. and compared that 
diminution w Ah whit had taken place m 
th( antecedent ver , must be sensible that 
there was no found .lion whatever for the 
cl 7 rge. As to the ;rispt< img field-cflfficcr% 
both he and hi* him friends admitted, that 
it was necessary that thirc should be some 
organ between tl e volunlu is and the go- 
vernment. But there was a complete staff 
in every district, v ho were neatly idle, and 
who, by performing this duty, m>gbt cause a 
considerable saving to the nation. It mmht 
be said, that the having would be small . 
he contended, however, that the eftect ou 
the country , by attending to every necessary 
pi mciple of economy ,w ould he considerable. 
He asked tob, why those impeding officer* 
had not been taken from the half*pay, ra- 
ther than from amongst those? that had 
quitted the service ? It was some! what re- 

{ urkable, that oi the 70 inspecting field- 
fficers, only 16 were m the army. Ijhd 
not that lobk like a desire to extend pi- 
tronagel It certainly wore* to him the ,, 
strongest appearance ot that which tfed so 
lately wen the topic of mutual charge tmd 
recrimination in that house. As to the 
plan of the noble lord, whicli w«s to ope- 
rate by&filliOg op the places of the men who 
jihoulovolunteer from the, militia by the 
ballot, ttfbat was that but a conscription to 
supply the army ? Ifauclf a measure was 
necestsOT, it would be much better to cmr 
floy thf ^llot to procure men fdr#dtora 


4 



«4g» raw* debate, hu ' {m . 

enlarged sphere of serme* as in the. case fj»4Hioi», at kej(t in jie two armaments 
of the army r.f reserve. This- fye should >h*y had been ppfcattng, than all their pm- 
prefer to raising the men for tlxe milma, dbeessorsbad Sftoibut. They certainly had 
and waitirg till they should become desi- collected more toetf and transports forlhfetr 
•rous of &iOie eiilaiEt cl split re of si rvice, expedition, for which it vtom less difficult to 
while .the disposable* lurce ot the country find any thinfe than $n object, or an officer to 
was, m the rnei^u time, squandered end command. When the" vofuuteenug Jfrom 
dispensed. Bet what w as n» become of the the militia *>V«e to 179^ 

militia durjdg dip profess? It wou'd be was a considerable toreigu expedition ps - 
June ne At before the inep raised lor the bal- progress. Again* In the year 1805, thm . 
Jot would he fully trained and ttfeitive, as was some plausible pretext for the meant**, 
the militia regiments are at piesent, so that though he had felt it his duty to oppdbto it 
•the noble lord’s measure would, without at* the tune. The«noble lord had efoWJd, 
>any adequs^s/necesteity or ohj*c t, paralyse that it was not his jntentiqn >to tak£ any 
that important arm*of the public force. r Io measure that would affect tW^Uitia, hit 
shew that there iras uo necessity for was it not galling to officers who bad ex* 
this, it would be sufficient to take a view ei ted \hemse Wes j^thakiog iheir tnen good 
•of the force now existing applicable to soldiers, to so constitutional a lorce 

•defence. There were in Great Britain for delegr^mttered away, at the moment 
«nd Ireland at present, of regular troops, when there was a probability of its being 1 
>183,000: mmiia, 17,000; Ifeval troops, brought into ac tibn ? It wtaild beto mock 
seamen, and inannok which, by being em-*Hhem, to give them the name of militia*, if 
ployed round the c mbits, were applicable they weie to be converted into a supplying 
to defensive purposes, i JQ*000 artillery, source to the army. If ever the day 
20,000; amounling c to^p^«i^^i«t!JTft than whs to eriive, when British blood was 
400,000 men. r l heiewt rpjte sides,* t500 ,000 to be shed upon British ground, it would 
volunteers m jL»icat Butain, which, with be degrading and disgraceful to militia ©ft- 
the sea <encibie% and the* volunteers of lie* cers to be deprived ot the opportunity of 
land, made an Aggicgite amounting to shewing their bravery and their skill in -tfef. 
nearly one million uun m arms tor the defence ol then country- The noble loa^t 
defence of tti** country, .uui attended ffy om had also declared, that it was not Ins 
limited population. W ith such a t«»ice as petition to alter oi intet fere with the* system 
that in arms,< ould they not pi ovule lor the of lturti§fcl hpn. frieud : but it was hjs.din-v 
security ot die countiy without harassing tention to subvert VcV The ballotjgQjjild tth 
the subject with a conscription or ballot 9 leilerc with the regular recruttmg, tmd a 
It they did not conceive that force su flu icm, tailing oil in that wjould afford ground of 
they were more apprehensive ot the power charge agaiu&L the system. The hcui, tie* 
of the French arms than he was disposed to men opposite viewed with an enViDftt y 4ftd 
be. ,Tbe plan ot the noble lord would, no malignant eye the immortal credit beUogiog 
doubt, procure a valuable supply for the to the system established by his right lwm# 
army, but the militia was to be filled up by fnend. Had qpt Hhat syitem procured 
a ballot that would fall heavily upon a par- 4 more men than thg additional force. act and 
ticufer class, and the ballot always resolved : the ordinary recruiting in the satxae time J 
t itself into a bounty, so that it would tlfuS It had ; and that <was doing a great deal* 
become a heavy and oppressive tax upon a He remembered the high bounties and the 
class kpat able tg bear it. It was not jupt coojjriu ated qpd vexatious tnachuieiy ol 
to profeurt the supply for the army from that ThU . be remembered* the ages and 
* any particular class. Fos his part, he descriptmn of men obtain J d by it, and it 
should much rathe#hftve the men raised by, Jbe returns were to ber analyzed, he believed 
bounty from a public fund. When the vo- that It would appear that nS such numbers 
* Jimteenng from the militia had formerly as appeared mthe returns had been actually 
been resorted to, it rented on totally diU suppled to th| army. ^Tbe scheme of the 
feregt grounds. The noble lord had stated, lioWe ldrd ^as aasmared attack by sap uj$go 
as a ground for the measure, that the regu- the system of his right bon. fnend»<r*Havtng* 
lar force of the country Bad bfcn scattered said thus much ^opposition to the bill? he 
end dispersed by the predecessors of tile should add, that he was not as great an 
present Administration. But that noble enemy as others to the ballot, as a mode 
lord had not gated, that the present mini- oU recruiting for.the army, but it was txfflf 
Kfw were sending more ftp s^psinoaeea- to bp Justified by .p strong and itqpt flout 



wit to. $$>*» 


sity. The m^rkod^ Jbave the best' foment** tl^Tr emulation 

,fcp the constitution ■(* f» ittwdk must guify way tt/we superi# importance 

tyvuy • an M aflf «tiOi#>febfe adimfenkiJ the preservation at the cbuotry. Tf 
were ntressary to ioree of Should be matter of prifle to encourage the 

the country, the baltd* ^Ugh&tatber to ’men to gfc ti^to the llfie, and the colabHs, 
applied to that pu$s<s$e> than % the maimer fwbo in each an e;\ig£nc y, wouifd relief r«- 

ipress than encourage the -geifle^ ardour, 
could look with liLtle cot*0(Nfee to thur 


proposed in tlu&mlp *> * l tareas than encourage the *gee«6nM ardtSur, 

tokmmfaucmbwt 1 ' ‘ ,l * ’ ' • 


extended, tbuu^fa he ellowed ihM w m> ia- 

J ther e limited errfenon, tatJ fourth that 
■ , <war taon bad not decreased tu consequence 

* OMfe late measures of military arrange meat. 

some extraordinary exmioh 
in ®e way of recruiting was required 
incite present cnHki respect to any 

* general tiimjnuUjtrt *4u fche*^$endauce of 

volunteer wpstipetent to 

speak; butmiW^rpc«4b^O»®ji!iiid8d # 
consisting ot 400 men, th&Hlvi been, no 
falling off. He thought it a great defect irt 
the ftrrtfJgemefft of the Jkte plan, with r$ 


and cooldAe P4k#^^ upon with 
little confidence b,yl ?np6flmen f if it should 
be necessary for them to gO^fitb action to* 
gather on Bntish ground* did polk 
tlrtnk the 1 raining act could he parried jnJ* 
to effect m its present ferny The 7 lint 
could not sp^re officers *f pr tfie «W4ks,v net / 
thcr i ould tiie &ihtia r The StMateerrf he 
considered well hificered in th4i$ o4 kind, ^ 
If the continent should make a general 
pefece on the terms dictated by Bonaparte, 
we should bare to maintain tie chutes* 
6itigle4mnd«£J. brilbu case all pur force 


spect tO the militia, that the balfet was ShotHd 'be called infj action, mid with i * 


together stopped, and that the vacancies 
occasioned b> the refveat of those who had 
nerved their terms, « ere not filled up. He 
of opinion, that the inspecting field' 
Office? s, though in some instances of use, 
need nofcfee^O numerous as the} now were* 
v ~Cold»ql Wood said, St must be allowed, 
^feattta present crisis called U r every pos* 
Sibfe exeftitm, i in ordtr to' have not on!} 
ample* means of defence ut ho^rf , J?ut Asm 
werful attack, I t opj jorluc^v u lu 

dfccs. jit agreed th*r*fiur existing arm* d | 
ftf&G was* in comparison with our popula- 
tion* beyond that of any other count! y, 
Bbfewheo the despotic power ol the present 
Jv^dartif Fiance had bt cn f unable to find 
retro#* without ' resorting to conscription* 
ho did not set why wetpould abstain from 
resorting to tptoie&surm equal lorce for 
the defence of the freedom end happiness 
we enjoyed; The recruiting under the new 
tyatem bad been fcifiMiipo so successful, be- 
cause it find tso^cdespemion tb sn uggle 
trith ; the militia Wfot wgp totally^sus* 
pended. In Way it would «Ovi\c, a^Twbeii 
the five or blip thousand men, who Were 


militia regiments would universally promote 
the excc ution of this measure when it should 
m passedr. fot however vt might be in ge- 
<f$*l matter of commendable' eiiulaUon*m 
thffibi vie w.th each ‘<)ther mm shpukl 


vghv to btrengthen X it force he mded iur 
ttehtU. ^ 

WT>/JvC,^\new of no contest (fetween 
the militia coi Sr A? and the hnfe hut who 
should have the bevt discipline; and,' if * 
occasion should arise, tht best fighting bat- 
talions. The objei t of this bill wUl^tb de-^i 
pre^s ll e militia, and to rai^e tbe cltfry ofi * 
the ffiie upo-i its luins. Hi ^hmild there- 
fore oppose the bill, looking upon the mi- 
litia as those most interested in ihe preset- ^ 
vation ot the land, cimsequf ntly those most 
iikeV to hght for it, and be*t entitled to 
its favour and confidence. With respect ¥ 
to the coubistenc} which gentlemen were 1 
called upon to shew, be bad never known* 


any conbibtency dui ing the \5 years that he 
had sat in parliament, except m umformly 
substituting one plan for another, mecord^j, 
mg as eveiy new government wiibed't* 
supersede the plans of its predaceibors. 
lie therefore hoped gentlemen weujld beit/ 
Opw consistent, and that the) wontdpttr«4 
severe in rejecting a measure so tffnrh to 
he deprecated* He bo|tta that perifikment 
would consider the necessity ff»eail^ng 1 
iben to retired should come to be batfot^Jother exertions also, without srbieftftTOWd 
for, the effect of the plan would, be inucb* “be impossible to gojon in tbiscontest. Tfc** 
lees than it bud been. Jt was not oj mea- weight of taxes, aWdjr so mtolersjilly 
fitims of mere prospective & (cress ifiat the could not be well ittC ceased. He hoMl If 
safety of the country ww«kJ tK^alloWed t<f that Wtery here thdt vfls productive, vyouW" 
rest. He trusted that the colonels of Ife he taxed without exemption. He thought 

also, tiiatfAsans ^nighttbe fbtind m the 
cehntrj , of pjgoVfdntg a supply ot timber 
for the navy, now purcbhsdd^o dsarly Iron? 
foreign natious, He trusted that a com* 
mute# would be annotated to enquire, *sv| 4 


i*> 
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to report, aft t enly whqfc ttonngs could be; 
made m auiv expenditure, but also *h*t 
further funds mid resouices copld bp called 
ftjto action* Though lie thought these reJ 
prated; drafts from the tmhtia so many 
death-blgrfts, and though he was most 
anxious 1or**dkurmg to its original consti- 
tution, yet if the bill should fm$s# he should 
do his duty by giving it his utmost sup- 
r port, # 

Mr, fuller differed from the boa gent, 
whp had last spoken, lie considered that 
th$ practice which pre% ailed of late yt ms, 
»( making thpjpihtia marly the same as re- 
gular regiments, hurl coitsulei ably the *r- 
CTUiiiog fbr the regular uimy r by rausmg a 
competition* When the rothtia was on 
the original plan, raised far only 3 >ears, 
and serving principally m their own torn** 
ties, then the balloted nien often served, 
and acquired mil tarV babits, Swhtc^ in- 
duced them afterwards to enter into the 
regula? army ; but wh<% that old prSctrce 
Was Changed# and they wc, 4 nmrc^pd out 
of their counties, and kepton*i*/r -~<Aing 
of regular regiments, Vueii'Hue* raeii whcv 
were balloted no longer ser\ed, but ob- 
tfuned Substitutes, at large bounties, which 
injured materially the regular army, by the 
competition whuli it oave rise to, 

Lord Rianing^ mainTaincd the propriety 
Of our having di lie rent descriptions ol 
troops, particular 1\ with a view to liome 
defence. But as the power of making ef- 
fective attack was among the most power* 
ful means of defence, and , as oui regular 
army was the ouly offensive force that we 
* bad m addition to our navy, he thought au 
increase of the lme most necessary in this 
fnomentous crisis, 1 he noble lord took a 
comparative view of the effects of the mea- 
sures of the right hon. gent* (Mi. Wind- 
ham) for recruiting the army# and the Ad- 
♦drt^nal Force Act, and contended that tins' 
latter Would have been equally productive 
if allowed a fair trial. Considering the 
mate of Europe, and of the British empire, 
iftespaped wuh all the rage of, the conque- 
ror; the state of Ireland too, for though 
he counted much upon the loyalty of the 
Catholics of Ireland# and was convinced 
that they would repel with 'indignation the; 
seducing appeals ot the bishop of Qulmper, 
yet he could not help thinking that Ireland 
was vulnerable, and therefore to b#wa tehee 
with peculiar care, and guarded with an 
ample force :#-undtor«ll these circumstances 
. the exigency was obvious# and tiu* Was the 
fctf* meUnaaf providing far sit l • 


qMfr'H fmgmfay s&ymg th&hq 
whp^mmn to e*£fq**hi* sentim* nts of the 
bilenhfwre tt went ifiO a cqmmtftpe, becrqte 
lb had not yet heard that ma4e ouf whichl 
ought to have been proved in the first in- 
stance* namely the necessity of the case. 
He had yard noting to <pi vine© bu$ $h*t 
such emefgc n w ^ asjfaaid baen, stated vmHM* 
At present# ?«fl 4#ujd H was convinced of 
that, ha could m/L ament to the bill in its 
outset. And herebetjpdld not help making* 
one observation# that 10 th$ whole epote 
of those wars so protected# when t^at 
was so often and so solemnly told by *Mr* 
lhtt# that not an hour ww td he tost, tbit 
the wisdom of the country nruita%|oncw 
and for ever. nftsolve/.pon the ba*t ’tneaos ut 
bringing forth u^^aweogth# and that after 
all those igJ$*%g5 f and consultations* and 
measures proposed, agreed to# and Of? ted 
Upon, that still wefwere now%s wewwe at 
fast ; that from the year 1793 to 1807# no* 
thing had >et been effectually done hi the 
way of determining upensome satisfactory 
mode of national defence. Tins was extra* s 
qi dinary , but it was not unaccountable, for 
upon a review ot nil those different plant* 
and schemes, it did appear that they were 
calculated to act only on great entergenciesw - 
They were provided against incidental 
events, and therefore were not of that per- 
manent oat use necessaryno the progressive 
improi«faeV,of a wise and comprehended 
s> stern of militaiy ut fiAice ; therefore it {vgdjh 
th it the plans of that statesman, uf to l§£h 
deft me of the counti>, wtre not found tULjfl 
answer. 1 he Additional Force Act, 
sidered as a measure of security# 
failed. And, now, what were tbty akput^t 
to do? merely to provide, as H "was said* 
against an etneigeucy* But f$ai* thepre* 1 
sent could not be saic^to be one of Mr. Pitt’a 
emergencies. 1 he F/each emperor was not 
[now at Boulogne. Things were not yet 
brought to the mere cast of the die. lha 
fate ofqthe empire was not yeUbrought to 
ihe issuRWpf a single battle, /he country 
was nql caked qm by any exi ling nrrum* 
sU/gm# to play the bad game oV sacrificing t 
tire futute tojthe present. Astft the French 
emperori he would h^re take have to ob- 
serve upfpi the pdle aifd "‘childish way in < 
winch *maay gersiaasnurere pleased to in- 9 
dulgewhen speaking of that person ; avoids 
did not win battles. It was by deeds, add ' 
|«deeds of energy, we were to maintain ou^- , 
selves, and oppose him ; but what the 
l£edof eneigy that the country was 
a|ied upou Jto perform, and who ^ei(f > 
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fUengllit'iiinp; the resoiares of, the empire, 
.while you nyt' hurr>iug| through the house 
^nsnnvctiuu acu against t|ie most vital pai t 
pi’ilie empire. The Irish C&toolii, is exclu- 
ded from your militia (a loudcry'oi no! no 
from the minister nil beuchesl. 1 do not 
guy that he may nut outer into your militia 
jfginieuts; but I do say that the obstacles 
you i»avq put in his way amount to a compa- 
fative exclusion. 1 have now hut oncfob&er 
yationto make, aud*thnt is, to express im 
garu^st hope that his majesty’s ministers do 
not think so defperifloiy of our situation, 
as not to be willing and aux ous on nil oc- 
casions to embrace the Yirst opportunity 
e? accepting’ any overtures <tbat may ofiei 
fer peace .with th^^nperor of France, 
There never was, 1 belu^Wiu the history 
pf empires, an epoch in \\ hiclP^utice was not 
the most deyrcable object, in which it was 
not wise to try for it, and madness wa.i 
fuhly to ev*.rle;jj|j iii saving thus much?*! 
tfupe 1 shall nfjibe tuifierstood us \vi$hin L 
to hateu to any accommodation that could 
Compromise the dignity of tins great em- 
pire. The wish next my heat t has alwaj 
been a peace with France and 1 have* al- 
ways deprecated the war oi words I have 
heard too often wiiliiu those walls, directed 
iigainst an enemv who is not bv v\ords to be 
ics^ted. Mr. Pill always prefaced the 
r tatements of any* new plamof defence* or 

" taxation which he had to proposed* ilh in- 
filled accounts of the* pride and arrogance, 
tiie relentless hatred and jealousy of a cruel 
mid implacable fue; — all llus bciug abuse, 
amounting to nothing more than that liuo- 
irfputte was a fonuidublb enemy, and that 
itWorrtlid not kill him, lie would kill you. 
As vet, however, $uc:b predictions have 
hjsen generally faUitied* \Vhen Buonaparte 
came down to his menaced shores* he slid 
that it was the only thing left him to try. 
and that though tiie chances were 3 00 U* 
one against him, Ik* would be obliged to 
try it. We now will have the lueans of 
trial. We, I am confident, not be 
deficient <jn o uncart. Jn s^Ri ah extre- 
mity 1 shall not fear the issue ; but, ^the 
ssfRie tintif, I shall live in hope of wffai 
maybe more conducive fu our happiness— 
a?rTtOnoarabie pAce betgveeu the ttato na- 

• turns. - j . # . 0 , « 

. i^r. Secret a q- Canning Sid, he thought 

• the arguments of the bon. gent* who hod 
just sat ch>wn most extraordinary, for fa* 



now about to /concentrate aad direct 
whole tpienuon to the attach pi, this cipi/ir 
trv ; and'yet he hud strenuously contended 
that there was no urgent y which called .on 
the house and on ignnsters to adopt the 
measure now proposed for the defence of 
the country, .lie begged the house would 
recollect that his majesty's present ministers 
had been called on by several members of 
that house to know if they did not mean to 
nnng forward some measure to tlusttl'ecis 
and he had been informed just now, for he 
happened uut to be in the house on the day 
on winch it happened that the hon. genU 
who spoke last had been of the number of 
those who put that question lie, for on te of 
those ministers, wouLd sav,that such a mea» 
sure lifui heeu under their serious consider*? 
t ion I rout the lirst moment they came intp 
office ; but they Had been desirous not to act 
with any degree t.f jtrceipitpuoti ; first, be* 
cause they wished Jo sec what effects might 
Jesuit hum the nj^m oi die nglit lion. gent, 
oppos es (M i^Vimlham), aud to convince 
li ! ifl ^wBCu^ jmbl tc^tliat it was not" their 
iuteutiuu to overturn and do away every 
thing winch had been adopted on tins head 
by their predecessors in office ; and, se* 
condly, because they couid not possibly 
foresee the disastrous events which had 
lately taken place on the continent ; and 
iron) a hope and expectation that they 
would not have happened, had Haltered 
themselves tne war might have been so 
much longer protracted, that such a mea- 
sure would npt be so immediately and in- 
dispensably necessary as recent unfortunate 
events had rendered otherwise, it was 
impossible for his majesty’s present minis- 
ters to have protracted the late warfare ; 
but, perhaps, if assistance hud some months 
boh. -re been, afforded, there might have 
heeu a chance of that event having been 
produced ^ .us it was, there remained only* 
choice oi evils ; and he believed that thfe 
choice now made was that of ttye least -of 
those which now pfesented themselves 
The ruler of t!-e French had now made 
peace with ail thbs% powers oji tiie c(?u ti- 
nea; wjth which be had hem engaged iii war, 
and are had ta- contend with ins wbofe 
force, concentrated end directed agau$a| 
tins country, in fact, the greatest part of 
the continent i*f Europe were agafust us i 
and surely the house would not hesitate to 
say, that this was such an exigency ag cai* 
led for a very coiisideVufrl je , ayigmen tatio n of 
our force l K As tligf was grant!*], the ’jjejft 
qpesbau^pi^. whether it .was 
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t!W hive partbf h i dtepo#efcbl< force f* A* 
great nfisrake seemed' to have bceti rfuhle 
‘by sevCratgentlcwtn who had spoken on this 
bead, and who hud seem' u to consider u dis- 
poseahle lorce' onl\ in^lii 1 light ot a force to 

be Used in foreign offensive operations, They. had not only jriado them $i»ldioi> to the oyP, 
seemed to forget that we had many posses- but to the heart also, ami that they worvf 
'fliotis abroad which must require troops to emulous and Jealous to defend their couii- 
’deiend them.* Since tile present war broke 4 try, not only at home, but ;n every quaT- 
out, wo had gained the Oape, anti posses- I ter wht*rt* their services might be deemMI 
eiohs in South America: a part of our force necessary. The hon. gent, who spoke list 
wa s detached to Alexandria and other had said that he would not, in arguing this 
places, which required, and would require, measure, touch upoft any other matters 
troops for the purpose of keeping them, ht* which were not immediately connected 
vtooici not say in jjerpctuuy, but in order with it, mid he had almost kept his word* 
to purchase what the toti. gent, who spoke lie had, however, in some degree, departed 
last* had So wufmly expressed himself do- froiii it, in referring to the case of flie 
si rous of, an honourable peace. lie was people of Ireland, which lie thought was 
one of those who so far concurred in opi- not inunedfattflY connected wph this nled- 
uion with the hon. gent, that* peace was al- sure, and which was not, in hi* opinion, 
ways desirable; but lifjbegged tfie house to very fair and* candid, when he knew that 
recollect, that in owlet to obtain tb^t on tf)8 late ministers did not mean to have 

acted on the plan of any further extension 
of indulgences or conciliation tlmn merely 
the bill which had been brought in:u the 
bouse, bad they remained in oflice. lie 
hoped, therefore, the house would see the 
necessity of as speedily as possible adopt 
mg a measure which was, on all hands, al. 
lowed to be necessary, and which the* pr<»* 
’where wfe had foreign possessions. Those sent bill was calculated to elite t injhe 
possessions had many of them devolved on easiest and mast speedy mode, 
his* majesty's* present ministers, from plans Mr, Aldington said, that if the question 
and operations originating with their prede- now to be considered was an ordinary one, 
cessors jp oflice; though be did not men- And if he did not concur with a gent*, who 
tion this with a view of giving any opinion had spoken last but one (Mr. WhitbrcracQ 
on the propriety or otherwise of those plans, in thinking that the decision of the house 
but merely to shew that the country wasat might’ prove of vital importance, and thftt 
this time so situated, as to require a much perhaps even the preservation of ou^mdm* 
larger disposable force than it had a twelve- pendewe might depend on the measu^x 
month ago. This being the ease, which he uow to be adopted, |je c£iould,uot have ut>- 
thought would scarcely be denied, the ques- triiSert himstflf on the police of the house-; 
tion was, wbat was the best mode that could but in ibis crisis of unexampled cMTicul y 
be devised or adopted, of obtaining a large and contingent dangers, which most seeuiha 
force of that description in a short time ? to admit, though differing materially as to 
lie thought there could be but one opi* the meaf^§ of averting them, he Impecl it 
nion, that themieasuTd of his noble friend, would not^V thought unbecoming in hirfi ' 
n§w^ tinder the consideration of. tbe house, to submit tc> %e ccprisideriAiou of the house 

• was best a^ipted to this purpose ; for it such -observations as the most nurture reX 
gave immediately a very large addition to fiectiou bad suggested to him.*— In one 
our army, of troops already disciplined, point, and indeed edit more t bun one,' hh 
and which would be able to act ‘with the cordially cducuyref with* his right hbnV 
regular army, either at home or abroad for friend opposite to Jus* (Mr. Yorki^) that . " 
defensive purposes. With re^ct to what one fal& step taken at tly$ lime, might 
hhd been said, that it was intended to de- prove irretrievable ; that the interval be- . 
base gnd degrade the character o/ the mi- tween the present moment and die. next 
litia,‘ he was oertain that no such idea had meeting of parliament might be big *whh 
aver entered into the heads of his majesty's events; jn which the national vvclfare ipinNL 

• present jjihri*ters:*90 f*r fremit r h 0 tot & dttfpty iff Solved*; * and that "the trfmotfT* 


tair aaff honourable ter it*, it would be ne- 
cessary to shew the enemy tyhat w# were 
prepared, at all poii^s, to carry cm fhe 
war; ahd that nothing would ultimately 
produce that desirable event more success- 
fully, than* being able to shew him that we 
were in a state to cope u nil him, not only 
at* home, but in every nuarter of the 


one, litfd id ways jjhbugtit 'with*' the hoih 
memberlielinui hifn (cvl. Wo.od), that ft 
was giving the militia mi opportunity of 
flethndiiig fhe country on a more t xtendert 
scale, ilnd' would shew that their officer* 
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caution and circumspection were acces-j 
Vary in deciding cm sufy measures at might 
be now submitted to parliament. It bad 
been 'therefore matter pf great satisfaction 
to him to find, that ministers bad, bo«v» 
aver, reluctantly, acceded to the proposi- 
tion made from this side of the house, to 
defer the second reading of this bill till that 
day. The interval thus given, be, in com- 
mon with every other member, bad turned 
to the best account he could, by weighing 
all the arguments for or against this mea- 
sure ; and he had even indulged the delu- 
sive hope that his noble friend opposite to 
him, (lord Castlereggh,) would have recon- 
sidered his own proposition, and would 
have come down to the house prepared to 
Substitute in its room, ogeas simple, and 
infinitely more efficient; otte better adapt- 
ed to the circumstances in which the coun- 
try Was placed ; one 'equally practicable, 
and more certain in its results; and frire 
from the weighty and insuperable objec- 
tions that attached to the measure now un- 
der discussion. To his mind, this would 
have been an inexpressible relief, propor- 
tioned to the reluctance that he felt in ap 
peering to oppose government on such a 
subject, and at such a moment, when he 
knew the value of unanimity in that bouse ; 
to which unanimity he • for one could not 
Cdfilribute but at the ex pence of every 
.feeling, of every conscientious opinion, oj 
every sentiment of public duty, and indeed 
• without compromising the safety of the 
empire iueli.^lt would soon appear that 
Jlia disapprobation of this measure rested 
6n grounds not only different from, bu 
Jtbsofotely opposite, to, those which had 
been stated by fiis right hon. friend (Mr 
Windham) on. the bench above him. Hi 

J beno bad always appeared panic u- 

afly elisre, alqiost* to an extreme, to the 
1° he apprehended from the formi* 
,fWpfe.ppw4Mrpf France; and bad, on for 
f»*r occasions been the foremost /a recom- 
mending the adoption*)/ new w&tioos, tc 
meet new emergencies^ A^f yet new he 
could cpn template those dangers, tnegai- 
£ed to a 4«g rc * that might disquiet the 
gu>ut£6t heart ; he p<taM look with a stead 
it* on those danger*, increased out of a! 
jfoportion to fhose of # any (ormpr period, 
and fcbuld gravely reodnmpnd to parlia- 
mint and to Aie country, to' be content to 
do nothing— to rest with their arms beferi 
thep-— and to depend ' exclusively#^ ftfe 
f* Purity on the operation of tbra into* 
t which bp, ^hon a miniate?, few 
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tied op parliament to a do pt * Of dm 
ffieecy, * the value, the wisdom of that 
_:reat measure, the new military system, ' 
Mr. A, said, that his right hoc. friend would 
iever expect to hear any doubt expressed 
>y him : lie ever should think* ia full eon* 
idence of its. successful result, that by it 
je bad built an eternal monument of fame 
or himself, and had laid the foundation of 
be future security of the country. He 
ad been one of those who had expreseed 
hem selves most sanguine as to its imme- 
diate good effects, mud still thought, that if 
iroper measures bad been taken at an eer- 
ier period for the promulgation of the new 
egulalions, as to .this moment they had 
not, its success would have been apparent 
much sooner, and to a much greater •ex- 
.ent. But what bad the right hoti. projec- 
tor of it always said on this subject? Why, 
that it wfeuld take not only months, but 
yeajp, to bring it any thing like perfec- 
tion.— If, therefeVe, bis right hon. friend 
at all^wreed * /fih him as to the magnitude, 
of theprbximity of the danger with which 
we are threatened, his own recorded opi- 
lions of the tardy progress of his own 
;>lans, afforded a complete answer to the 
objections which he now made to the adop- 
tion of some auxiliary measures, which 
wbuld, at least, afford a temporary resource 
till his own might answer all the purposes 
for which it was designed. That ballot, in 
every shape, mu6t more or less effect its 
operation, be did not mean to deny. This 
could only be temporary ; every oue would 
know the cause of it; and he was v^arrant- 
d in believing that it would be inconsider- 
able, Because, during the operation of 
that great and most efficient measure (as he 
believed he now might be allowed to call 
it), the Army of Reserve bill, itwasafact 
that the regular recruiting bad not dimi- 
nished more than one fourteenth, as was 
demonstrated by documents laid on the ia* 
ble of that house. There was good reason 
therefore to hope, that the 'effect upon it 
would be trifling*— It would be already tri- 
dent to hi's noble friend* thg$ be entirely 
concurred with ministers as to the indis- 
pensable necqwity of adopting new end vi- 
gorous measures, whicb the state of afters, 
and the feelings of the country demanded 
** their bttcdtv— He applauded government 
for to wisdom in persisting in the mill* 
■■tary system, which they had found shaped 
ito their' bands, whatever mm their dev 
opinions of it, and movoidiux the 
[danger of aufeingiag oar whole wm^f 
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establishment 'by attempting to rescind |Wig k poetise tolookback <m the tans* 
R. Jbey bed. done more ; they were nut iiievoot consequences that bad ever ro- 
wdy giving it fair play, but, at lie knew, sited from those tamperings witH onr can* 
had lately taken some very active steps titutionai force, and not tremble at the re* 
to give it air accelerated impulse* Iiow ewal of them I Without detaining the 
far these were the most judicious that house by going back to what tied occurred 
could havebeeu selected for that pur pose, be the war before last, he would only *» 
should not stop now to enquire ; he was ert to what had passed since the present 
Sure they wye well meant, and was con ft* militia was raised in 1803* One argument 
dent that they would prove considerably n faquir of raising ft to such an amount. 


efficient.— -He would now come nearer to 
Abe question under the immediate consi- 
deration of the houie : which was a propo- 
sition of the noble, lord’s to raise 38,000 
men, of which 28,000 were to be dispose* 
able force* It might be convenient to the 
house to look at this principally in three 
points of view* First, whether its ditad- 
vantages might not be greater than any ad- 
vantages that were likely to accrue from 
it i Secondly, whether any advantages at 
all were to lie expecir»d from it, or if any, 
to what extent? An 1 thirdly, whether 
other measures infinitely preferable might 
not be resorted to^for the attainment of 
the object in view, which he had already 
admitted to be a most important one ? On 
each of these points, he hoped that the 
bouse would indulge him witji making ob- 
servations ; assuring gentlemen, that as he 
was not in the habif, so he never felt dis- 
posed to trespass longer on their patience, 
than was Absolutely necessary to his view 
of any subject, and that he should abstain, 
as t ar ftp p ossible, from renewing those ar- 
guments which had already been more ably 
urged, on a previous discussion of this sub 
ject.— He would begin with stating, that 
we had now, according to the last returns, 
a militia, English, Scots, and Irish, amount 
ing to 77,000 men ; as fine a body of men 
as the world could exhibit,, .and as efficient 
as any that had not actually been engaged 
in regular service. It would be recollected^ 
that this force did not consist of new levies, 


nd one which he hoped would not be 
ia$tily lost sight of was, that whilst the ne» 
essiues of the stateVereobligiug us to in- 
rease our regular army to such an extent, 
might be prudent that our constitutional 
orce should bear a proper proportion to 
t. A militia therefore of 90,000 men wu 
wised ; and such was the confidence and 
spirit prevailing' at that time, that in & few 
mouths it was completely officered ^ and in 
less than a year in the highest state of dis- 
cipline. Scarcely however had this fine 
: abnc attained this degree of perfection,' 
ban it began to tottei 1 ! In 1804, a change 
)f government took place, and the first 
measure of the new administration watt 
he Additional Force bill, one great pftin- 
iple of which was to suffer this force to 
decay, in numbers equal to thesupplemen- 
tary militia. What was the consequence ? 
"n the course of one year, the numbers of 
;ourse fell •off from the casualties hot 
having been filled up, and a vast number 
of officers sent in their resignations, partly 
from disgust, partly from fiuding that their 
services were in a short time not likely to 
be wanted. And it is curious to remark, 
that this injurious result of the first diea- 
sure, namely, a defalcation of five^uu fired 
officers, was made a principal argument in 
tlie subsequent ygar^for allowing 17,000 
fnilitia to volunteer into tbe line. For 
this he bad voted, as it was evident that 
the men could be of no use where they 
were without officers to command them. 


of raw recruits, but had uow been embo- Wit tat his experience before oflr eyes, we 
died above four ydars ; and that therefore are now called upon to resort again to thia 
• What was of immense importance, a mutual violation dklaitb towards the milkia, and 
^bofidenee might bcesupposed to exist be- not only ttrwpply the numbert so volun- 
tween officers and mea* They constituted teering, ,bu| hi add 10,000 td their num- 
a Jormideble part of ourdomeslic strength bers. We b eghn at the wrong end ; in- 
amounting in fart to very* little short of en+ stead of thus exlinguislRng all inducements 
of it. Tins force his noble fnend pro- for geatfapen^upme forward, jjre should* 
fcpsed to unsettfoXto use 'bis ownexpres- begifi by endeavouring tcyrevive confidence, 

. * Eton) for a time* by allowing thetforge pfro^ We knocked doom with one hand, and then 
pqrtton of 28^000 men to vohgnieer fro^ii raised with tbe other ; but he feared that 
it into the «ltn*» Was this sort of gentle the blow would be so stunning as t^ffordj 
^dncosftio* all the meouveoienee that pro no hope of placing this estabTishmaftTOuts 
p Jhised to K»tl{ fmm fttfh an atfaqpt legs agate. Awl suppose the highly jirtSw 
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bjjrMe case, ,o? a great offieeffc, 

and <jf t,he militia furnishing fcutfti!* volun- 
teers, while yoji are Adding 3 $, 000 men to 
their numbers. Thfey would be totally use- 
i&s, apii must either be disbanded again, or 
these ufew levies ^tp us t be uttofrcd by a new 
atft t'd ■'volunteer 'afsoiuto the line. The 
measure was fall of absurdities, as well as 
of risk. -‘-The disa’tl vantages were likely to 
lje such as no possible . advantage could 
compensate ; and \v£ should endanger the 
mill and annihilation of this branch of ser- 
vice, when we were most likely to .stand in 
seed of it. The oilier dangers of such an 
experiment had been before fully stated by Ins 
right hon. relation near hfm(Mr. Bathurst) 
These were, the shock that would be given 
to the militia, if the measure was successful, 
from which it would take a long lime to 
recovery its # total inefficiency for many 
months, by ^ reason of the diminution of the. 
strength .of the companies ; to which he f 
would also add, that the whole of what re- 
mained would be rendered useless for hear 
a twelvemonth to come, by the necessity 
of employing all the non-commissioned olh- 
cerfto drill the recruits as they came in 
from the different counties.— -lie proceeded 
to the next consideration, of no less impor- 
tance. Were any advantages at all likely to 
accrue from it, or tp any extent ? His right 
hon. friend (Mr. Windham) Ifad called it 
a njere commutation of service, but he 
Could not travel so fast with him as to ad- 
mit its claim even to that degree of recom- 
mendation. Out of dqors, it had been cal 
led 4 * Robbing Peter to pay Paul." Nor was 
that'a ecu rate, because it was evident that 
utfldfes Peterconsented to be robbed, Paul 
could not possibly be paid.— This, then, he 
would take as bis thesis * and tic could npt 
but admire the confidence with which his 
noble fHeftd anticipated the success of this 
plan, lie wfts sure that past practice did 
not warrant this confidence, as he would 
shew that recent experience did way^fht his 
doubts. Look only at Che results of the 
act of 1805., by wjjich the th^l minister 
proposed td procure from the^nilitia seven- 
teen thousand volunteers, he procure 

that .number ? All turll ^| upon the an* 
wer to that question, llo ; he did not : 
lie got. about fifteen tho«***?*si, Why, then lie 
entreated thehousc to consider what we were 
About to do. jProin -the some body, not 
merely the’ same description of force, but 
from afc aggregate of the same identiduTin- 
dh^mak, we were «ow fc to be Cofifiriert of| 
c&iqpung 28,000 volunteers, every* man of: 


^hotn refused to stir on the fortfter oreftsiotA 
lu 1807, 28,000 individuals we*e 'to shew 
great alacrity to do that, which in 1805, to 
u man they refused to do. This wa^extra*- 
vagant: the act of parlramehf, though it 
gave the power, could not create the wiJL 
He was aware that it might be s'ard that the 
former act imposed restrictions and regula- 
tions, which wen* ii6t to be geenteVf under 
the present one.' ^Td which he should an- 
swer, that those restrictions were introdtr. 
ced to silence the complaints of a large pro.- 
portion of the most respectable of the mijt- 
tia officers. If, therefore, they were with^ 
held now, though you may get a few men* 
the other evil would h« aggravated, namely, 
the danger of driving, such officers out of 
your Service.— He was far from meaning, or 
wishing to overstate these points. * They 
were not random opinions, but reasons gi- 
ven for them. These his noble friend might 
controvert, if ho lnumlie means of doing so 
— Ik- believed he could not. 'Hie house 
had heird thg opinions of two or three re- 
spectable mihtj^ officcys within these walls; 
out of doors he had met w ith but one opiniuo 
amongst them. They were placed in a 
most awkward and invidious situation, and 
might naturally ferl some reluctance in a- 
vowing their objections, and in deprecating 
the adoption of the measure, vyhen the y were 
told, not as heretofore, that their men were 
wanted for foreign offensive operation, but 
that the safetyoftheempire required thcsacri- 
fice*— This was indeed, for obvious- reasons, 
a cruel mortification to them. There coqld 
be no possible doubt of what their view of 
this project must be; of a project, which, in 
his contemplation of it, amounted exactly 
to this : that we were called upon to take 
this sorry and sickly exped ient, this exhaust- 
ed, worn out, threadbare remnant of a sys- 
tem, faulty and vicious in itself, as the sub- 
stantive foundation of a measure by which 
we were to be enabled to maintain our na- 
tional independence. . If we were really re- 
duced so low, which he ’utterly denied, it 
was time to abandon all hopes of a success*- • 
ful issue to the great contest fin p'hich 
are engaged— 44 Or emus pacem, et dextrafc 
tendaraus ineTmesr 1 ^— Let it n6t be supper 
sed that such was his view of our situation*,* 
feeling confident that, if our strength to* 
wisely called fdrth and applied, we might; 
under PnoVidence, treat the' threats of our. ** 
[implacable adversary with defiance. — On the 
third point, he should not detain the house 
at any length, as it had tiqen fully and ably 
expatiated vpcffrb^ his hon, fetation etn* 
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.formed occasion .. I ij fact we bad no w three 
distinct p)aps before the house ; Tor the ne* 
gative proposition of the late secretary of 
state could hardly bn entitled to that deno- 
ftnuation. The nobljs lord proposes to al- 
low 28,000 mil din to volunteer inLo the 
line, and then to resort to Jmllot to raise 
t J 8,000 new militia. His. right hon.lriend op- 
posite to hum (Mr. Yorke,) approves of the 
first part of this plan, but suggests that the 
JUallut should be resorted to, to create an 
arjrty of reserve. llis right hou. relation 
objects to the volunteering altogether, and 
recommends that tt}6 revival ot he army 
% of reserve should be resorted to in the firs l 
instance, and suggest^ other auxiliary mea- 
sures for adding, effectually and expeditious- 
ly 'to yuur military force. In every part ot 
this last proposition he most cordially con- 
curred. . hr one point all three agreed, 
namely, on the necessity of fesorting to 
ballot id jane way or other. His ^nobli 
friend a (tad on all occasions done ample 
justice' to the^unexampled efficiency of the 
AFiny of .Reserve b^l, which was natftral, 
he having been an assistant* adviser of it, 
and its able advocate in that house.— But 
it seemed to be now out of favour with the 
noble lord. And yet he need not be re* 
(iboded, that in one month it had raised 
Jo, 000 men; in two, ^5, 000; and in about 
four montlT?, V£ry"”Iiule short of 40,000 
men ; he kftew the causes that liad obstruc- 
ted its complete success, namely, the pre- 
viou s b allot for j)0,000 nnlitia, and the 
calling forth 4OO.0OO volunteers who were 
entitled to exemption from it. lie would 
lecolloct that it was only suspended by the 
administration that created it, aud that it 
Was their fixed intention to resort to it 
again, in case of any nqw emergency, after 
a sufficient respite from bnjlot. The ma- 
chinery was all ready ; the force to be rai- 
ned by it would be preferable, inasmuch a* 
it was m6re disposable; and it would be 
free frp in the objection of even unsettling 
the militia, -but wlTat he should call the 
danger, of annihilating it. As to the 
eritergencj, it now p^esent^cf itself. This 
measure had been csUq«d jy/ expedient ; he 
wpuld maintain that it*. was a principle; 
#ot indeed constantly, but occasionally 
operative, and when called into action, 
qextaiit of success. This Te^vas now pro- 
posed to revive to a certain ejftgnt. In 
addition to it, to raise 12 or 1£ battalion* 
by giving or^p step in rank* ft would be 
recollected that the government that was 
djfkolvcd in 1 Jg04* had proposed to 


batUlipps. w^ thi^ way, vwhkh was over- 
ruled. -But on«*4Jfth of this rejected plan 
had been adapted, uqd actuaHy^raksfed . as 
many men in three months as the whole 
Additional .Force bill had dope in one year 
and three quarters. These two measures, 
then, might ruise from 40 So 50 thousand men- 
Both had been tried, and both had been 
found successful. — There wer^ two other 
points, namely, tfie Volunteer Service and 
the Training bill, on which he would wish 
to touch, were he not fearful of abusing 
the indulgence of the house. With regard 
to the latter, he had never discovered the-ne- 
cessity of its superseding the Levy eii Masse 
bill, on which one step had been taken, 
viz. the enrollment, and laid on the table 
of the house. The principle of both was 
admirable* namely, that of making qur 
whole effective population military, by ro- 
tation. it was almost a sb&et-auShor of 
tAir safety, as it afforded inexhaustible 
means of supplying our army in case^.oF 
invasion.— lie hod looked at it lately in the 
capacity of a deputy lieutenant, and be- 
lieved that without some alteration, it 
would be found impracticable. As to*tbe 
volunteers, he rejoiced that they were to be 
restored to their old establishment. O.n 
the re-appoiniment of inspecting field-offi- 
cers, there was iftuch difference of opinion, 
even amongst those mosf favourable to the 
system- lie approved of it; his own ob- 
servation fully justified the opinion that he 
entertained of their value, lie had seen 
none that had not honourably executed the 
duty iulrusted to them. But there were abu- 
ses both in this establishment and in perma- 
nent duty, which lie severely coiWkinafed, 
namely, the field-officers ordering the six 
inspections, during tjie summer months, 
iftvd corps going on permanent duty, from 
one city to another, not ten miles distant 
—they should go at least thirty miles— 
should be .assembled in brigade, under the 
commanding officer of the district, and at 
a reduced ex pence, and should be all di- 
rected to lain ^lie light-infantry exercise. 
— With thesekinipresMons and convictions 
liven his nobi^fnend would «dlow, if he 
believed hiutsiiwre, that it was impossible 
for him to supjfni thiS •measure, indeed 
impossible jor abstain from resisting* 

it. Other gfculiemtn whoJeltjfcJJuSl reluc- 
tance with, himself iu^opposing any mean 
,sufe of government at such a moment, 
would agree with, hirn, that this was not a ( 
time # to be complimenting away tljp mi&ty 
of the country. lfud only a little beW 
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proposed to he d one, without a concomi- 1 
tml greater^evil* it should have bad bis 
aoppo & the tame time that be would 
have urged bis majesty’s ministers to greater 
exertions. But this was doing worse than 
potbiiig* At an early period o-f the pre- 
sent war, it was matter of complaint (now 
universally admitted to be a most unfoun- 
ded one), that the government of that day, 
which was unceasingly employed in Calling 
forth all the euergier of the couutry, that 
they had not doiie enough, and when the 
danger was comparatively trifling. He 
had not forgot an unanswered statement by 
his noble friend opposite to him, made six 
months before the dissolution of that go- 
vernment, that we had at that time 700,000 
men in arms, and in the eighth month of 
the war. Had we that number mow ? Had 
we any thing like it?— we ought, therefore, 
not only to n&ke up that deficiency but to 
go infinitely beyond it. And yet, says 'a 
right bon. gent. 44 do nothing. 9 ’ His answer 
should be, 44 leave nothing undone.”— 

• ‘ Think nothing gained, tifl nought re- 
mains,” nor consider the country safe, till 
all her means are brought into action. Did 
gentlemen recollect what was the enemy 
with which we had to contend ? unfortu- 
nately we had but one, and that almost the 
whole of Europe, under subjection to, or 
under tbe controtil of our formidable and 
ir recon cileable adversary. Since the pe-; 
riod to which he had been adverting, we 
had seen that mighty conqueror, for so he 
must call him, advancing with rapid strides 
to universal dominion ; in successive years 
marching straight forward to his object 
whatever it might be, looking neither to 
the right or tbe left, unchecked by difficul- 
ties, unappalled by d^n^ers, always propor- 
tioning his means to his views, and, lbou^li 
bravely opposed, always successful and tri- 
umphant $ in the midst of bis conquests 
ever looking to England as the ultimate ob- 
ject of bis umbitious views, and mais.ng bis 
conquests on tbe continent the instruments 
and tbe means of accompjtshi^g our ruin. 
-In 1804, Holland was ou)f r tbe ally; 
the might now be consider^? as an integrar 
part of France. Spain w*s then neutral, 
now her naval force was thrown into the 
'scale: happily, indeed, jpojnensely crippled 
byottr Vpjfe£did # naval achievements.* We 
prigbt'bave other enemies— we might have 
fhem in a -quarter to which at present he 

f ired ^only advert.— To look at this ap- 
op-mpg storm without anxiety, sgpuk) 
.worse than madnesl— without* hope, if 
rty • 


proper efforts were made to meet it, would 
be worse than folly. Of the latter, how- 
ever, he forone should leel but little indeed, 
if he saw good reason to believe that our 
rulers were inadequately impressed with 
the former. How far the measure now 
proposed was calculated to authorise that 
persuasion, it would be for the house and 
the country to determine. jWith tbe an- 
xious foreboding* that pressed on his iqind, 
in case the house • and parliament should 
adopt this proposition, he had no option 
left him but to resist ft, with a view to the 
adoption of others more vigorous and less 
objectionable, to which he could give his 
conscientious support. 

Lord Henry Petty was glad that his right 
hon. friend who spoke last had been heard 
before him, though he was anxious to have 
addressed the house at the time he rose, in 
order to re^el a charge brought by the right 
hon. gent, opposite, against tbe late mi- 
nisters. He had said that they had aban- 
doned -ahe intention of doing any thing in 
favour of Ireland. .They certainly had 
done no such thing, but had with anxiety 
reserved to themselves a power to make 
representations on this subject. What the 
right hon. gent, said was contradicted, 
even by the garbled documents which had 
beefi surreptitiously published. With regard 
to the present measure, lie was anxious to 
support any thing which could have the 
effect of a permanent addition to our force. 
The consideration then was, whether Jjns was 
a measure calculated for that purpose. His 
hon . friend ( M r. W h i thread) had entered upou 
the consideration of tbe amount of our force 
compared with our population, and had 
certainly taken the just view of the subject. 
He had included in his calculation some 
who were not properly part of our military 
force. But, however, without these* our 
♦force, compared with our population, was 
as great, if not greater, than that of any 
other country. We hud about 400,000 
men in our army, and having besides 

30.000 foreigners ; we had 1 50,000 in the 
regular army,. ‘20,000 artillery-*pien, be- 
tween 70, and oC/XK) militia, and 130,000 
in the navy. These, with from 370 to 

380.000 volunteers, formed nearly 2.17111#* 
of our population capable of bearing 

In one ot tbtMoiost military monarchies of 
Europe/ Where there was little Commerce 0 
and few manufactures, he meant Prussia* 
the proportion of those actually armed, put 
of those capable of bearing arms, had been 
For any permanent; force, mote- 
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ijian this, could not he found. This was a 
ipost essential view of the subject, for if 
there was a moment when we ought to he 
peculiarly cautious with respect to military 
measures, it was when we had already ad- 
vanced to the natural 9 limits by which we 
ought to be hounded in ordinary cases. 
On that ground the present measure was to 
be considt icrj. — The danger he conskh red 
as arising from two sources ; hist, the ge- 
neral danger from the .state ol the conti- 
nent ; and secondly, the particular danger 
of invasion ansing o\it of it. Tins view ol 
the danger would iurmsh us with principles 
to try the propriety of the measuie. Now, 
we ought to be cautious about altering the 
enisling force; and certainly when ijjjkin, 
confessedly of a temporary nature, was 
brought forward, it ought only to have a 
temporary effect on former establishments. 
Now, m these respects, the jflan was ox- 
ti emcly imported, for it went to uy settle 
the gi eat existing principles of defence. — 
It would have been expected, if aiy j>urt 
of our ioice was to l^ive hern destroyed, it 
would not have been the nulnia. If there 
was a t ime when that teruce ought to have 
been improved and encouraged, not anni- 
hilated, this was the moment. If it was 
good for any thing, it was for the defence of 
tuc do.untrv. *At the moment, however, 
when the attention of ministers ought to be 
directed to*thc protection of the country 
itself, the measure they proposed was one 
which^ to disorganize this \ery force. 
This he conceived to be a most extraordi- 
nary step, in what could only be a tempo- 
rary measure of defence. The officers of 
the militia made many sacrifices for the 
public advantage. Should even this mea- 
sure pass into a law, he was convinced they 
would so far forget the degradation and in- 
sults offered to themselves, as to exert their 
utmost endeavours in seeing that the act be* 
carried into proper effect. But it was im- 
possible that government could again ex- 
pect to find gentlemen of landed property 
„ nroin these counties, step forward as militia 
• officers. There was tfiwayyii deficiency in 
the militia in this respec^f There was so at 
the present moment ; and the measure now 
proposed must go greatly to increase it, and 
* ( Jfl M tfteprive this force of gre.ut part of the 
I ^character it now enjoyed. liV^T^reed with 
& an hon. gent, who had spoken earty in the 
| debate, that* there was a great difference 

| between the falling on the voluntary ser* 

> vices of the militig, in the year 1799 Hn <l at 
; • * the present foment. Then an increase 
Vox,. IX. 
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was wanted in the disp^sabl/' force of the 
country ; of course, in cxten^mgtheir ser- 
v ces, they benefited the country > which 
had then no occasion lor their protection 
at borne, while those by whose desire they 
volunteered, shewed that they esteemed 
their services as valuable. Now, however, 
the danger threatened this country, and 
instead of looking for assistance from this 
legitimate constitutional foie*% the govern- 
ment, by asking tlietmto volunteer into the 
regular army, clearly informed them Unit 
as militia men, theyVere of no use even in 
the very sc; vice for winch they had been 
raised. The plan of the noble lord seemed, 
so far as the militia was concerned, to car- 
ry m it the seeds of its own destruction. 
The noble lord in opening his plan had told 
the houFPf that there wore a numberot the 
militia within six months ol the period of 
expiry of their service, and flint there was 
1ft tie doubt of the whole of them enlisting 
to the regular army. This he thought 
highly unlikely. By (Toing so, they could 
receive only 10/. of bounty; whereas, by 
lying by, and waiting the operation c.f the 
ballot, they might receive fiom 50/. to (iO/. 
in the first instance, and then the additional 
10/. for extending their service. He ob- 
jected to the mease le still more, however, 
because it went to destroy the pian his 
right hon. Mend, from which, as had been 
expressed by the lion, geuU below him,, he 
was of opinion, if allowed to take its fair 
course, his right lion, friend must derive 
immortal honour. The documents on the 
table shewed, that if experience was not a 
cheat and fact a fiar, that the plan of*his 
right hon. friend had completely succeeded* 
The right hon. gentlemen opposite seemed 
highly pleased wlyn is hon, friend near 
him, (Mr. "Whitbread) stated, that the plan 
of his right lion, friend, if it had not dune 
more, had done as much as the Additional 
Force act, and the regular recruiting, at the 
same flbic. These hon. gentlemen seemed 
now to think this nothing, but they were 
not always such an opinion. They had 
fo merly repiwmted llit Additional Force 
act, as in itself^measure of grd&t efficiency, 
while, at the sairc* timers they contended, 
it did not at all interfere fn the regular re- # 
crflitijf^. TJh ej»« h»n guagc, hojaicyr, was 
now greatly cfiSh ged , ancVthejHttuiwed no. 
credit to the plan oP 1 thought h<>u. friend** 
’although it had proved itself superior to 
the Additional Force ^ct,and thp nrs^umey 
recruiting combined. He disupprSvecKw 
ccmiphlsory service* which resolved yu# 

• * 
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ballot, as rai\ing up a competition against 
the regular recruiting, Which it Uould not 
stand, aud*w#ich must always drive it out 
Of the rrtarket. He thought that voluntary 
service* should be carried as far as it would 
go, and that the situation of the sol- 
dier should be rendered as comfortable 
as possible, as an inducement for him to 
neuter. He desired gentlemen to recollect 
• that this was not an emergency of a week, 
or of a month or of a year, but one which 
would in nil probability last for some time. 
If the house or the country therefore* were 
content with a temporary remedy, they 
deceived themselves. He did not see that 
the plan of the noble lord could do any 
good. Hot ween the two he preferred that 
of the army of reserve, on this principle, 
that if they were to resort to a mode of 
compulsory service in lire line of the regu- 
lar rrcfiuiun^ that mode would do least 
mischief, as it interfered with no other po^-. 
lion of our defensive force, but allowed 
every thing to retrain settled and undis- 
turbed. On t!m 1 ubjec : of making a diver- 
sion in favour of bur alii/ s, the right lion, 
gent, had tauntingly said, that if such a 
thing had been thought of at an early pe- 
riod of the campaign by the late ministers, 
it might have been possible to have pro- 
tracted the war. He hoped, however, gen- 
tleman would re collect, that as, nn the one 
band, it might have been possible to pro- 
tract ihe war by sending a British force to 
the assistance of our allies, so, on the other 
Land, it was equally possible, without beni- 
fiting our allies by such protracted warfare, 
th 4 t a considerable loss.in British valour, 
Bty^Wdoocl, and British lives, might have 
been the consequence. The first expedi- 
tion under lord Cat heart was not attended 
with any great success, 1 not from any waul 
of courage, skill, or bravery in that gallant 
officer or his troops, but from what other, 
cause he should not say. He hoped the 
second expedition under the comqfeand of 
his lordship would be more successful. 
The right Iron. gent, had saic^ that it was 
well known that the late *m/jstcrs were to 
do nothing/or the Culholi/feof Ireland, but 
that they would have bfren'glad to have 
remained in pl^cfe at th^ex pence of sacri- 
i ^cing every ipeasute of conciliation Jp wards 
them.^JSus the noblTT&d* denied. He 
. had ‘thought, *t!oat iL»i'iy thing was more 
dgjfanoua than another, it was this, tbaj 
iSKly had refused to enter into any pledge 
advise his majesty to such acts as 
might think tot>e for tfce«intgre*t of 


that body, and of the kingdom of Ireland 
iu general.. 'If there was any thing more 
notorious than another, it was this, that 
ihe late ministers had other measures bed- 
sides the Catholic Officers bill to propose 
for the good of thutf; body. * If ministers 
really wished to provide effectually for the 
defence of the country, they would speedily, 
he knew they must, sooner or later, do some- 
thing to repair the lost condition of Ireland. 

Lord Jlenuikcr expressed liis utmost con- 
fidence in the alacrity of the militia to ren- 
der all possible service to their country ; 
and he was sure that that constitutional 
force would conform with the utmost cheer- 
fulness to such arrangements as the govern- 
ment might thinks proper to adopt for 
strei7 fa 'J'*mng the national arm, and afford- 
ing due measures of defence and security 
to the empire. 

The Chancellor of ihe Exchequer felt that 
the present was a question of the utmost 
moment ; and was therefore not surprized 
at the various opinions which had been of- 
fered in* respect to the best mode of accom- 
plishing the g/eat purpose which was the 
object of the bill. Gentlemen on both 
sides agreed, that the present moment was 
one of considerable difficulty, and required, 
of course, more than ordinary exertion to 
meet the exigencies* of the occasion ; they 
acknowledged that and resour- 

ces of the country, should be brought forth 
as speedily and effectually as possible. The 
j only difference then was, as to the mode 
of accomplishing the great object?* Tor his 
part, he was willing to confess, that he 
considered the militia force as of a most 
efficient description ; and while it ap- 
proached the nearest to the regular army, 
was the most constitutional force we pos- 
sessed, One great reason which made the 
transfer of llie militia into the line desira- 
ble was, that whenever a peace should be 
concluded, the militia must be disbanded. 
He would ask gentlemen, whether, under 
the present circumstances . of Europe, 
such a peace would reasonably be looked 
for, as would enafyje the country to dis- 
pense with suj^a large portioif of its mili- 
tary establishment, as the militia constitu- 
ted ? He thought the house must agree 
with him, that we could not spare such a 
number of in from our means of 
and it^mufst be obvious to all, that there 
was no other way of obviating the difficulty, 
and preserving such a force fo the country, 
than by permitting it in lime of war fo; vo- 
lunteer into the line. This wap an effectual 
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remedy, and the deficiency thneoccasioned 
in ihe militia would speedily be made good 
by tlic proposed ballot. The right hon. 
gent, then entered into a long detail, in 
order to shew ihe inefficiency of the mili- 
tary plau of the late ministers, aud conclu- 
ded by a strong recommendation of una- 
nimity in opposing the common enemy. 

Mr. Wintjjiain entered at large upon the 
comparative merits of the bill now before 
the house, the plan of the present ministers, 
of which this was a part ; and that military 
system which he had brought forward, and 
which parliament had adopted last year. 
The leading objection which he had to the 
present measure, aud^to the whole system 
of which it formed a part, was, th#£*ifcwas 
only of a temporary nature, and therefore 
inapplicable to the present condition of this 
country, which required a military system 
of a permanent nature. For want of at- 
tending to this distinction, we had fallen into 
many, and he was apprehensive we should 
fall into still more eirors, and hc # feared 
some of them might*] >rove fatal unless we 
adopted a permanent system : nothing else 
would serve us ; for the evil against which 
we were to provide was of a permanent flu- 
ture. The militia officers had been made 
the mere vehicle for jjpcruiling ; and l^ow, 
when the very mprv?nt had arrived at which 
they expec^d to be called inlo actual ser- 
vice, in order to display that discipline and 
valour which they had been the means of 
fostgtW^ ^uid exciting, their troops were 
to be tatyjfh from them and drafted into the 
regular army. Was not this more degra- 
ding to the militia than any thing which had 
been done to the volunteers, as alleged by 
the lion. gent, opposite ? The right hon. 
gent, defended at considerable length his 
own training act and recruiting system ; 
which he maintained, from the returns on 
the table, had answered every purpose, for"! 
which they were intended. If his system had 
been allowed to ta^e its own course, we 
should have avoided the ruinous consequen- 
ce%toour militia now resorted to, of filling 
up the stawdingarmy fforn tlgLt source. He 
denied that the late asHhinistratiou had 
put an end to the Additional Force act; the 
fact was, it had put an end to itself. The ques- 
irtipiwiqyv was, shall we break up a solid sys- 
tem for the sake of gaining^* temporary 
advantage ? — White was the emergency 
whieh rendered such an injurious measure 
neo&ssary? — # A word or two now as to the 
volunteers. There was no system which 
owed its exisjpnce to zeal alone, that coaid 


long maintain any thing lidfe a constant 
number. Take av uy their away 

the impression of the moment, Ijf which 
alone Zeal could be excited, and they 
would dwindle m point of numbers, ’’as 
well us Milk into complete inattention aud 
indifference. lie would still maintain, 
that the volunteers under the present sys- 
tem, could never be made to display to ad- 
vantage that spirit and energy which indi- 
vidually, -no doubt,* the greatest part of 
them possessed. Even with the assistance 
ot the sinister attempts of the hon. gentle- 
men opposite, their physical strength and 
moral courage could never be brought into 
action m a way to tell as they ought to do* 
Before he concluded, lie could not help re- 
marking to the house, as one characteristic: of 
the sy blent which he had been concerned in, 
that there was not^i job in it fr^m end to 
the other, lit* should certainly have been as 
Vappy as the. hon. gent, to have provided 
for old, worn out, and meritorious officers, 
by recoin rnejid log them to appointments 
under the volunteer system. He claimed 
as merit to himself, that such was his feel- 
ing ; but he claimed likewise as merit* 
that lie had, in compliance with what 
he thought bis public duty, suppres- 
sed the institution (the inspecting field-* 
officers), by which opportyuities woulslhave 
been alforde.fi him for that purpose. The 
lion. gent, looked to a far better fortune* 
They lestored the means of their own pa- 
tronage: and hoped at the same liine to be 
applauded for wlmt they had done. lie 
chaiged the opposite side of the house with 
having not only taken advantage^ when 
they came into office, of the cry of no 
popery,” but of having turned the cry of “no 
volunteers” also toco 14 c advantage. When 
the general election? came on, they ap- 
pealed to the volunteers, telling them they 
had been degraded and insulted by their 
predecessors ; but now was tlif lime to 
shew uruir loyalty, by voting for ministers 
and their friends, and % they would, in re- 
turn, restoflkthfcm to their former splen- 
dour. 

Mr. BatfatnlL thought theft there was 
no ground tfor scMiposiu^ that the present 
measure would completely counteract the # 
operation 6 £,jJ»i!P»p]au of the hon* 

gent. (Mr. Win^&in); ocaasicTnswouW fre- 
quently occur in wmefi 'iTwouk} be neces-* 
fsary to muke an exertion for procuring a 
considerable accession of force ; bul^uch 1 
emergtenqjes could pnly produce a^emp^t 
rary obstruction tp thp treasure, and wojilp 
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by nn mean^subvert it, as bad been main- 
tained. Heyliowever, could ndt approve 
of tlie^pifiGTflt plan, and in particular ob- 
jected to it on the ground that while it 
called fora supply of force from the militia, 
it proposed to fill up the deficiency created 
by an immediate ballot. lie thought that 
the proceeding implied an opinion in those 
who proposed it, that the militia was not a 
proper force for home defence, for jt was 
forhome defence only the present measure 
could be thought necessary, as the country 
already possessed a sufficient force for 'fo- 
reign service. 

Lord Castlereagh could not forbear 
making a few observations even at that 
late hour of the night. lie lamented to 
meet with such opposition from different 
quarters, and on such different grounds. 
Some did not think the emergency so ur- 
gent as others, and thciefore wore for 
adopting no measure at all. Some were 
for making greater, others 1< ss drafts from 
the militia ; while *»fhcrs again deprecated 
the touching it altogether. • The militia 
was allowed to be in a higher state of per- 
fection, and to be more complete in officers, 
than at any former period for these 14 
years. Why, then, did it not furnish more 
facilities than at any former moment towards 
the object which it was wow so neressarv 
to attend to and«to accomplish ? Our mi- 
litary force was now more scattcied abroad 
than at any former period : it was therefore 
more necessary to feed and compact that 
force than before. He did not flatter him- 
self with a nearer prospect of peace than 
the gentlemen on the other side. : but this 
he 4 felt*lhat our military system should be 
adapted to both situations, and partake oi 
either prospect. When so calculated, it 
might be framed arfd Kept up at a smaller 
expence. As to the* right hon. gent, who 
spoke last but one, he seemed to lose sight 
altogether of the dangers which he former- 
ly dreaded from France. His apprehen- 
sions on that score seemed wholly to have 
vanished, and all his faculties^seemed now 
to be absorbed in the adjuration of his 
own military plan, whiejp he seemed to 
think bad succeeded beyond bis most san- 
guine -dreams. , ‘Still, Ifbwcvgr, all that 
happy result was yet to co me. Wf v^ere 
to todk^Jgfcdt at the disTaS£»4Slf two years ; 
and hi the were to expect 

that Bonaparte would become grey, and 
120 longer anxious for any thing but peace ; 
arnhrti yn we should be able to defend the 
dbuntry without 'any theasure Ute tfiat he 
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had the honour to propose. Such, how- 
ever, was- not the opinion of that great 
man (Mr. Fox), who was now no more, 
and whose extraordinary talents added 
such authority to any opinion.be expressed. 

He thought it necessary our military force 
should be raised to the utmost. pilch, and 
such as shoo Id Surpass the proudest periods 
of our military renown. Let us compare, 
however, the dangers of the country, even 
at that day, with w hat they now were, and 
how would they appear increased ? when 
the powers of the continent were so much 
less able to assist us, and when we. had an 
enemy to contend with, so much more con- 
fident of victory and flushed with new* 
tiiumphs. Beside^’ our disposable force 
unVTei ’••sJm'So aggravated difficulties was 
rendered less available !,) the lute adminis- 
tration, who had scattcied it in so many 
directions-, #md who had made no prepara- 
tion whatever towards averting these dan- 
gers. ‘On the CM-lb of . lain. ary "latf, the mo- 
ment jvhen they should have been prepa- 
ring for some ae'ivc enterprise to open the 
campaign, they dismfsscd from the public 
service every transport that was not abso- 
luudv necessary tor the 01 dinary routine 
business of the Channel service, and no- 
thing was left for offensive operations. ' 
Whatever expedition, therefore, it might 
have teen prudent To"'m:*fei , take, not a 
shadow of preparation was li4t to support 
it. By the former administration, not a 
single exertion was made to rescue Prussia ; 
she was suffered to perish befor<MHirt!yes; 
Such was the situation in which they had 
left the present ministers, with nothing to 
inherit from them but weukness, difficulties, 
and distress. 

Dr. Laurence expressed his surprise, 
that, after his majesty’s ministers had de- 
precated all personal allusions, the noble 
lord should have made charges of a nature 
similar to that with which he concluded bis 
speech, and should have taken the oppor- 
tunity of making so tfneanded an attack, 
when all the members of the. late adminis- 
tration had Spoken [n the debate. What- 
ever was to blheggretted in the clistribulion 
of the public fordfc.by the late government, 
he contended was the necessary result of 
the impolitic measures of their predeces- 
sors. He remarked, that befcfreMTey 4 ’** 
could bee jffstly censure^ for any of their* 
measures, they ought to be •permittegl to 
disclose life general plan, of, which those 
measures were perhaps orily parts. HeMid 
not pretend to have a knowledge of what 1 
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had passed in their councils, hut this much, 
however, he could say, that he understood 
the late administration had an expedition 
in contemplation, that would have been 
worthy of thejn and of the country, and 
which the present miisslers would notejare 
to look at. . 

Mr. Windham stated, that the late mi- 
nisters had left to their successors a much 
greater nuniUbr « f transports than had been 
received from them. It the noble lord 
thought the lute ministers had failed to do 
their duty in any particular, lie wished him 
to bring the matter before the house, when 
they might have an Opportunity of vindica- 
ting their conduct. — The question was then 
called for, when a dixi^n took place, 

For the second reading*?*? b^’ ^’TS 7 


Against it f)0 

Majority • 97 


Whilst strangers were excluded from the 
g.illciy, the bill was read a second* time, 
and ordered to be committed. 

[Irish Insurrection Bill.] Upon 
the gallery being reopened,* we found 

Air. Brand opposing the Irish Insurrec- 
tion bill, most particularly on the ground 
that he could not think it advisable to con- 
fide to the hands of any man, however re- 
spectable, the power 6f overturning the de- 
cision of a jur$. 

Mr. Whitbread proposed to restore the 
clause inflicting a penalty on magistrates 
who shall omit to give a return of those 
wlurtfcl*’ under them in cases where any sub- 
ject may think him-.elf injured, either in 
person, property, or family. This was not 
admissible, consistent with the forms of the 
house, unless an engrossed clause were 
ready for that purpose. 

Air. W . Smith proposed that in conse- 
quence of the lateness of tlie hour (nearly 
half-past four o'clock), the further proceed* 
mg on the 3d reading should be postponed 
till to-morrow. Upon this, a division took 
place; we could ui>t learn the numbers, 
A>ut the motion was lost by a considerable 
majority. — By this tiipc the/Jlause was en- 
grossed ; upon the questing that it stand 
part of the bill, there \y&’s another division 
nearly the same as on the 4ast question. 

Sir ./. Newport then moved the alteration 
xJ oI"tiie *1 u ration of the bill fromtwo years to 
* one ; upon this a third divisioirtoftfc place : 
For the motion 28 ; against it 112. A ( 
long debate r^xt ensued on the cfhestion that 
the bill do now p*ass. 

1 Mr. J. W. /Farcfexpressed strong doubts as 
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to the propriety of agreeing tojthe bill, after 
every attempt to amend it hrid been rejec- 
ted. He was particularly a^tcunshed that 
the house had negatived the amendment on 
the duration of the bill, and asked what 
the people of this country would think, weite 
the Mutiny bill to be passed for more than 
one year, though it was doubtless as neces- 
sary as this bill could possibly be ? He, how- 
ever, ^acknowledged that the great weight 
of the authority (Mr. Grattan's) which the 
house had heard iu support of the bill, in- 
duced him reluctantly to vote for its pas- 
sing into a law. 

Lord Milton was decidedly against the 
bill, and was determined to oppose the 
motion for passing it. 

Mr. Sheridan said, he could not agree to 
the bill in any shape; but most particu- 
larly the Amendments, which would make 
it in some degree palatable, yere rejected, 
if, said he, the time of reading the bill a 
tliird dine had afforded me the best possi- 
ble opportunity of delivering my senti- 
ments on il«t such length as I chose, I 
should not have profiled by the advantage. 

I certainly did wish, and mean, to have se- 
lected the finest occasion for giving fully 
my reasons for the abhorrence I feel for its 
principle, and the contempt I entertain for 
its provisions; .but circumstances have 
since embarrassed my judgment, find I 
will state them shortly and sincerely. When 
1 find the principle of thqubill admitted on 
the ple$i of necessity by all those to whose 
judgement and information I am bound to 
pay the utmost deference, when I find I 
cannot oppose tltfdr acquiescence without 
arraying my knowledge of the fqfi oj^the 
real situation and temper of Ireland against 
their superior means of information, I feel 
kiie presumption afid kaxaidof taking upon 
myself the responsibility of an earnest en- 
deavour to persuade the house to reject a 
measure which I am almost single m re* 
gardi^g as the worst, the foulest, and the 
toolishc-st measure that ever solicited the 
sanction of parliaments hut still more atn 
1 influencedVv observing in my attendance 
on the comm*ec, where I aj’ow to have 
shunned talringkany part, washing my 
hands, ape absolving niy # conscience from 
mgddjjng with, ort amperiKg in any attempt* 
to mend that^4jf?h is so hatefu^n^rtftciple 
that it is perhap£4)^t^th|tAfshould*carry s 
( with it all its unequal proportiairof defor- 
mity. I say, l cannot but have been indu- , 
ced to forego my first detcrminaliiWby • 
observing that so many efforts at modified 
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of no enquiry after the writ till the Satur- 
day before /te delivered it* * He never 
knew that tfie writ was cried at Poole. He 
knew of a person who was not of tige at 
the time be received the writ, and who 
was of age at the time when he delivered it. 
This person could not have voted if he had 
delivered the writ immediately. This per- 
son was no relation of his, neither was any 
of the candidates. Me thought that person 
would have voted for Mr. Garland, but he 
voted for sir R. Bukerton. He was in 
London, and took th& writ to take care of 
it, knowing it would be in safe hands. He 
did not deliver it, because like a bill of ex- 
change drawn at forty days sight, he did 
not think it right to deliver it till the period 
when it should be obligatory to make the 
return [a laugh], lie paid 30 guineas for 
the writ ; it was what he was asked to pay : 
he was not repaid, nor aid he expect to be 
He knew from the beginning, that he was 
to pay money for the writ, but lie did not 
know how much. ' 11c was prepared to 
pay what should be usk'»d of him. On a 
question fiom the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, he admitted that he had heard 
there were to have been other can- 
didates, besides those who stood. On 
bring questioned who, he answered sir 
Home Pophum. Ills (Mr. Spurriei's) son 
also was expected to have bean a candidate 
[a laugh], lie admitted that he knew of a 
person who arrived \*. ith the most urgent 
expedition from Ireland, and voted for 
Mr. Garland. On a question from Mr. 
Jones, he admitted that his principal rea- 
sort for getting possession of the w rit was, 
that hnfspn intended to have been a can- 
didate. He did not look for a receipt of 
the writ, because he relied on the sheriff’s 
honourable character. Neither the sheriff 
nor any other person in Poole, knew thak 
be , had had the writ, till the proceedings 
on the present investigation had been the 
means of letting them into the faeft— Mr. 
Spurrier having been then ordered to with- 
draw, w * j- 

The Chancellor of the Emcquer sain, it 
had been universally adm/Tted, that some 
remedy was necessary iiwhe j&resent prac- 
tice 'of issuing writs. Ayemea^was to be 
mt by an bon. gg^t. on the other 


♦Jlarba nri. 


). jSHfl-y gentleman 
*&$uu1d lend hft'aid Ytf render this remedy 
(^foore perfect, and when it should have re-* 
^’ ceived the concurrence of the other bran- 
" the legislature, he hoped it jvould 

ve effectual. With respect to the present 


case, he did not think it would be right to 
press hard upon the individual. But as.it 
was evident that the obtaining and delaying 
of the writ, had arisen from some motives 
not perfectly correct, he thought some ani- 
madversion should iake place, though he 
was of opinion that any punishment the 
house should think proper to inflict, ought 
to cease, as soon as an opportunity to ter- 
minate it should be afforded by petition 
from the individual. 

The Speaker suggested that the first pro- 
ceeding ought to be a resolution, that Mr. 
William Spurrier, in unduly detaining the 
writ for the last election for members to 
serve in parliament for the county of the 
loAvn of Poole foj days, had been guilty 
of a Bi g ft eh *srf*fl3e privileges of that house. 
The question being put on this resolution, 

Lord//. Pet ip felt it was quite impossi- 
ble to refuse his assent to the resolution, 
but fi oin the uni\trsalily of similar prac- 
tices,’ of winch some instances little short 
of thatfUow before the house had been conn 
municated to him very Recently, he thought 
the individual now under tin* animadver- 
sion of the house ought to bo discharged as 
scyni after bis committal as possible. Ho 
urged the propriety of adopting a general 
remedy for the abuse ; sut h u remedy was 
essential to the honoVir and character of tie 
house, in prelcrtme to seventy m a parti- 
cular instance. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, an 
bon. gent, on the other side, h ack pro posed 
to introduce; a general remedial melhuie, 
which he was sure every gentleman would 
be ready to support. He intended to 
move, that Mr. Spurrier he committed to 
the custody of the seijeant at arms ; and 
though it was not parliamentary to speak 
of an understanding to that effect, he was 
sure, that as soon as a proper submission 
-should be made, the house would give t tie 
relief required. 

Mr. Barham urged the propriety of a 
general remedy, and, \<ith a view to obtaiu 
some information calculated to promote 
that object, proposed to call in a\id examine 
the messenger-ef the great seal as to the ge- 
neral proceedings* about the issue of writs. 

Mr. Bose objected to the examination of 
the messenger pf the great seal,, who gftulfl, 
speak to njtfhing beyond the practice ’ 
his offish. The messenger of the great sea 1' 
was particularly instructed to take nojees 
but those* that custom^ bad established 
(perhaps without right); five guineas ith* a, 
w(it for a borough, and "twice as much % * 
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a writ for a county op city* The principal 
remedy for the abides complained of was. 
to provide for the immediate delivery of 
the writ to the sheriff. .It was then 
resolved, thdt \V. jjpurrier was Ruilty 
of a breach of the privileges of the 
house, and he was ordered to be coih 
mitted to the custody of the Serjeant* at 
arms. # 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer took, oc- 
casion to state, that tht* committal of Mr. 
Brundrett to Newgate on a former night, 
was grounded on his 'unqualified refusal to 
answer questions. .This was an offence, 
without the immediate punishment and 


Jn* house could riot 
nations ap H 


correction of which, 

. - i 

proceed in anyol the it» 

quiries esscnual to its const fttrTAfti. Th 
nature of the case enquired into, depended 
upon the facts that should he disclosed 
and discovered, mid admit tod *of quite a 
different course of proceeding. . 

Mr. Jeffery stated, that the ’messenger ol 
^he great seal, and the other persons < adored 
to attend «it the bar, •were noj at all impli- 
cated in the criminal pait of Hie transac- 
tion. lie then fore fntSved, that the ordei 
for their attendaucc be discharged. • 

Mr. Barham they moved, that the de- 
puty mes&engtr of th^cro^n be called to 
the bar. Thig was opposed by 6ir«John 
Sincla.r, anti the gallery was cleared for a 
division, biit, alter some discussion, the 
motion was withdrawn. 

[Mi.ll?’!* Transfer BilI..] The house 

having resolved itself into .a committee 61 
the whole house, on the Militia Transfer 
bill, 

Lord A Tilton rose. The emergency to 
call for a measure so.opprcssivc us this, was 
not, he said, made out. If the French 
fleets lmd been victorious, -.then indeed 
there might have bet u a ground for some 
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but on ji p&rt of It. Peers were exempted* 
and clergy mf!*h and infants, »nd lands m 
mortmain. And on this account he wou*d 
always object to the militia, except so fat* 
as they formed a^arfison for our home* 
It ought also to be considered whether the 
families of those who volunteered in this 
manner, were to be chargeable to the pa- 
■ isdns, in the same manner, as if they had 
still continued in the militia. Whether 
thev were or not, the present measure was 
equally objectionable. If they should be 
entitled to the rcli*, then this would be 
imposing a most grievous burthen upon the 
parishes, which would be charged both with 

their families and with the families of those 
who were to replace them. If their fami- 
lies were not to be provided for, it was a 
most cruel, injustice to the men, and to 
those families which might thus be left de- 
stitute. But he had another string ol$ection 
to this measure. It had been clearly made 
out that it interfered very materially with 
the military plan of bft right hon. friend 
(Mr. Windham), a plan which the presen® 
ministers seemed to wish to subvert by is 
side wind. This plan had been highly sue* 
cess 1 ul for the time it had been in operation, 
as appeared from the returns on the. table » 
Me knew it had beSu successful in the coun- 
try, and had the approbation of those who 
were to curry it into execution. If was 
said that there was an emergency, and that 
we must make a sudden exertion , but the 
danger was, that by these continued exer- 
tions the country would be exhausted when 
the most pressing occasion arrived. Emer- 
gencies might thu»*he said to have 
after the battle of Austerlitz ; afiemha.of 
Auerstadt, and thatof Friedland. But the 
population of the country must he prepared 
ft/ a long protracted. Wr, which it could 
imt be with these continual paralysing 
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strong compulsory measure. The militia K ftorts, resting pimtipa y ^ .. 
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was the constitutional force of the country, 
mid ought not to be thus tampered with and' 
degraded, espfccially"vhen the object at pre- 
sfcnt was not to procure a force for foreign ser- 
vice* but fojtlie defence of the/country, it 
was impossible now to look for conquests on 
the continent, or to expect to stop the pro- 
gress of Bonaparte. At the first esiublish- 
fliV tff the militia the service was in a 

f treat measure of a personal natvye^ Now, 
lowever, it was merely a tax oft flaff coun- 
try, pud a tax? which, by the operation of 
the ballot, toouid be most partially and most 
unjustly levied. It was levied entirely on 
'the landed property* and he* on the wholg, 
Vol. IX. 4 


property. There was no vigour in the 
preseiAieasure, but if there was, lie should 
doubt of its propriety ; for by these exer- 
non&we nius^exfcautt oftrselvea before we 

nadTun half\r race * The pIi *V of 1 h “ 
right hon. frien™>eU>w, was exactly calcu- 
lated for ouj»pre\nt situation ; for it was 
intended * yamcct a long protracted war, 
anfWiachevery ap^rance of being sUjhcjept/ 
to answer that important our that 
plan would be rising *sn itS^Suicacy every . 
day. The present measure would be con^ 
stantly decreasing in its effects, and^ not. 
only i 
other 
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ly decreasing m ns eneco*, uuu mi, 
do little good itself, but prove** 
r plan’from living it* proper influ«We> 
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For these reasons he had voted against the 
measure: bud however, after the decision 
of the house, he would not at present op- 
pose the Speaker’s leaving the chair ; but 
lje had thought it incutrfbeut upon him to 
state his reasons for his former vote, and 
the grounds on which he thought the pre- 
sent measure not only useless but mischie- 
vous. 


Sir Thomas Tuft on declared that h would 
father wish to augipent than dimmish the 
tnilitia. But he had strong objections to 
the system of ballot, * n account of the ma- 
lignity with which it operated. The ballot 
might fail upou a m<«n of no property, dr 
it might tail upon him (sirT. Tutfon). As 
to the chances, they were, cm an equality. 
But loi 20 guineas he could procure a sub- 
stitute, and this was nothing ty him; nut 
it might be every thing to the other, and 
thereto! e it*was that the tax was grossly 
unequal. He thought the late mm is lei's 
deserving of great praise h*r having sus- 
pended the ballots and he really wished 
that some means might be found, by which 
the expence ol thismeasuie cliould be more 


equalised — Indeed, he entirely approved 
ol what the late ministers had done with re- 
gard to the continent, with one exception, 
and that was, that they' had not promptly 
assisted our allies after the battle of Eylau, 
for then there appealed a prospect of stop- 
ping the career of the French, when they 
had received this check from the Russians. 
It he had had any influence over the coun- 
cils of his majesty, lie certainly would 
ha\e advised that * strong force should 
Itave beeu sent to the ‘continent on that 
oqbfcSMm. Re had alwtrijfe disapproved ot 
sending expeditions to the continent to 
$ave Europe ; lor if Europe was not able to 
Save itself, it was/ in possible that it coitfd 
be done by Great Britain. We, therefoA, 
ought toieserve-ourforces instead of send-- 
tag them on these foolish expeditious. 
But now/ whether we should be it peace 
or not, we must ulwa\s be armed, perhaps 
for a century. Svuce we nntf t then he ar- 
meef, in God’a name, let unbare the lorce 
as constitutional as we S&n. He would 
consent, huwefer,' to give minis- 
Rie force |lHey warfted fd^the line, if 
thought it useful tar harassing* the 
?/* jp^ided it coum be done Without 
the ‘evils from the inequality of the 

/ballot* *Tbe principle of the army of rev 
serve, however, which had been so much 
1j|H<tpd upon by those who them&elvqpform- 
a sort of political referve in thai house, 
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he thought even more objectionable than 
that flow proposed to be adopted* It was 
true, morn men were procured by theReserve 
| act ; but at the same time it occasioned a 
I great deal more hardship and oppression. 
He expressed his appVobatlon of the volun- 
teer system properly conducted. This 
ought to be encouraged by paying the volun- 
teers for their loss of time. fc He thought 
some inspecting fieid-o Dicers necessary, 
and observed that the expence of the whole 
was small m comparison with the benefit. 
He denied, however; that the numbers of 
the volunteers were so great as they were 
s«ated. lie concluded by saying, that he 
should have no objection to the measure, 
ptjjjjidcd the ingfldEdity of the ballot could 
be * 

Colonel JJfyod hud hoped, that in the 
present situation of the country, all party 
coj.sidcTatfjns would have been laid aside j 
and expressed his astonishment at the sen- 
timents that had been promulgated on this 
subject. With great reluctance he gave 
bis consent to the detQ’taraliou ol that most 
constitutional force, the militia; but when 
he reflected on the present state of Europe, 
it.was impossible for him to u itLhold it. He 
thought, that the plan of his noble friend 
was the only one that could give the desire- 
ablfe force. A ngh't hon. f gent. had last 
night said, that we had nothing to appre- 
hend, because Bonaparte and Ins army were 
at such a distance; Out in six months they 
might be on the opposite shore^Jle then 
entered into the best mode ofdelenPte in 
case of invasion, and recommended strong- 
ly the election of Martello towers, and the 
loriiJicutions of our arsenals and dock- 
yards, which were now unable to resist a 
siege of a fortnight or three weeks. He 
should give the present question his decided 
support. 

ME Davies GnMt/, although he could not 
approve, in every point, ol the plan of tha 
late right lion, secretary of state for the war 
department, yet thought that, if suffered to 
proceed, it would be very productive, and 
he regretted*- that She noble Jmd's plan 
would interfere with it. Atill, howevei* it 
appeared ' that some sort of compulsion 
was necessary to provide a large military 
force, but he .did not altogether see ^tha 
utility of the volunteering from thd'militia, 
and ejqhrefted bis preference of a ballot di- 
rectly for the army* As a majority Qf the 
house, bofodter, had deteriufoeil in favour 
of the noble lord's plast^he should cheer- 
fylly acquiesce mtfaat determination. 
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# Sir G. JPiirrevder repeated h^jfrmcr ar- 
guments on this subject, a n<^rou tended 
that the disposable force now existing was 
amply sufficiejnt. Ilia grand objection to 
the noble lor<T» plan was, that it applied a 
temporary remedy to a permanent evil, 
while the plan of fm right bon. friend 
opposed a permanent remedy to a perma- 
nent evil. 4f a prefer object fur expedi- 
tions presented itself lie*was far from dis- 
approving of them, provided they were 
properly conducted* When the French 
were driven out of Italy, and an expedition 
was sent to the !Ielder, which at firat pro- 
mised to be successful, he thought that a 
good ground existed iyi the volunteering 
' of the militia into the^hw^J^vt ii«iTe. 
But now there was no opportunity for any 
great expedition, and therefore he thought 
this measure of very little u.y, while it 
occasioned a great deal of mischief. But 
after the decision already come tfl, he 
could not expect to fuccecd in any oppo- 
sition he might now give to it. if ought 

to be considered However, that the regi- 
ments were far removed from their respec- 
tive counties, and that a great deal of diffi- 
culty would attend the collecting of the 
.. recruits. If the measure should pass into 
a law, he should undoubtedly do his endea- 
vour to giye it effect. Notwithstanding, 
however, the partiality he felt for the gen- 
tlemen on his side (the opposition side) — 
a partiality of which he certainly had no 
reason to dB ashamed — lie assured the gen- 
tlemen on the other 9ide, that lie would have 
opposed this measure though it had come 
from those whom he thought much better 
entitled to his confidence. 

Mr. Babington was of opinion that our 
regular force ought to be much augmented ; 
and though he approved of tFiiB measure so 
far as it went, yet he thought that the, 
addition *of 36,000 men* was much too 
small. It was not enough to have a force 
- l ftr ge enough to meet the enemy at the 
gnset. We ought to have a reserve in 
case we lost one or two .battles, fie 
• was surprised that so little stress had been 
laid upon the training o (• the population of 
the country ; as the population of our 
enemy was military, it was necessary 
should be military also. The 
• actual enforcement of some measure for 
training the people, would have the effect 
of bringing jnany recruits into the line. 
Tnis had happened in tibe case of the Army 
# • Reserve mjrfa at that time mauy had 
rntered that service from the idea that the 
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Defence aftt w$s about to be enforced ; for, 
they masoned in this way,* that if they 
must serve, it was as well to do itin one 
way as iu another. He concluded by 
declaring his assent to the measure. " 

Lord Cochnne thought the unequal 
operation of the ballot the most serious 
objection to the plan of the noble lord. At 
the same time, he eutirely approved of per* 
mittiiig the militia to volbi. teer into the line : 
the present emergencyVulled for a large dis- 
posable force, and thought the best way 
of getting that force was the one proposed. 

Colonel Bagwell did not think the nume 
rical force of the line would be so much 
increased as seemed to be anticipated. 

Mr. Windham rose, not for the purpose 
of going at length into the consideration of 
the bill, bflt because some very important 
points relating tu this subject bad been 
unstated. The gentlemen oil the other 
side seemed to confine their attention to 
one or two points on[y, of the measures 
which he had brought forward ; but there 
were others, such as the Training act, which 
they had abstained from speaking of al- 
together. If the noble lord (Caltlereagh) 
only found fault with some particular 
points of his biU, he would allow that, 
like all other bills of a general nature, it 
was capable of improvement, but he would 
not allow that there was more ti> be cor- 
rected "or supplied than in other bills. of 
this nature. He was ready to join th* 
noble lord, or any other gentleman, in 
correcting whatever part of his bill might 
require correction. When he had brought 
forward the Tracing act, it was hisjojrf^pn 
that it would constitute a great reservoir tp 
feed and supply the regular army, 
could not conceive what title the plan or 
Jye noble lord had to be called a grand 
measure, even to meet an emergency. 
What was it more than the difference 
betwegp 36', 000 men raised for the militia, 
and the number which the former plan 
would have raised ? He thought that, it had 
very little elite indeed to the character of 
a grand measure. He did not, however, 
wish to press* tfm consideration farther at 
present, a^fiere would be another opjiortu- * 
uity of discussing the merit! of the bill* Sjjr, m 
was itjiis wish no* to answer at, any j&nph 
the objection which had fceeo thrown oat, 
against the conduct of 4he late adeninistra-* 
’tion in the remission of fines to the different 
parishes,. He should barely state, that the 
question on that point was, whethei*or 
those fines cogid%$ levied without injgs- 
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tfce? It was not stating the matj^r correct- 
My to say, that by this mentis, parishes that 
had made no exertion, and had incurred n< 
ex ponce, weie plated exactly on a tooting 
with those who had made, exertion. Tht 
fact was most notorious, that then wort 
many parishes that used every exertion 
which the law allowed, and could by no 
possibility obtain the men, while others 
obtained the mep by exertions * which 
Were not allowed by the law'. The qut s- 
tion then was, whether those latter pa- 
rishes should have r an advantage over 
those who had done every thing which 
they could legally do, without being abh 
to procure any men. The difference be- 
tween the present bill and the one he had 
the honour to propose, appeared to hm t< 
be exactly that difference which was de- 
scribed by his noble friend (lord JMiltoiO, 
when he deser bed it* as the dificifiu:’ 
b tween a present and a peftnanent me*f- 
sure. He denied thut any measure ol his 
had produced the 'diminution in the num- 
ber of volunteers w hie li had >»<•< n stated. 


General TarU ton , said tliat the measure 
of the right hon. gent, had eeiiumly con- 
tributed very much to d.spuit the \oluu- 
teers, as lie himself hud mims-ed in the 
different districts with ^Vbu h lu* was hi s't 
acquainted. He could' not agree with 
the Opinion of those who stated that tin 
inspecting field-ofhcers weie o» no use, 
Add that their duty could be sufficiently 
discharged by the general officers of tin 
district. The district which he command- 
ed, comprised seven Kughsh counties, apri 
J^elchones, and J7G volunteer corps : 
It^wouLi be absolutely impossible that one 
general of a district should superintend so 
l^snany corps who were widely dispersed 
^over his .district. /lle*wii8Sfchercfort* vdfy 
glad that such power was lodged in tlW 
inspecting field-officers. He considered 
that the improving the nature of the volun- 
teer forced would supersede tl e nectffteity ol 
the Training act, and many otheroppressive 
measures to wbiclf the people^ must other 
subject. I Je thom^St most highly 

if tJie miJuja force, and Md a much better 
of them than ojftbe* M'cond batta- 
" He considered that tbe^ilitia regi- 

I possessed in a Ingji degree the health 
gamma of the country; and*if the 
,/^ngtish and inlh militia would readily in- 
terchange their services, he considered lhai*| 
( there would be no occasion for the present 
tyasiye, It was merely because 4e did 
^ot #nd the superiori>f|pdr8 of the militia 



ready to, make this interchange, that he 
though tjgfl^Mvisable to draft from the milw 
lid. Tie ufas surprized that gentlemen ob 
the other side ol the house should not per- 
ceive an emergency which called fur extra* 
ordinary measures, &hen* the first general 
of the age had udfyppttd such an unmeusd 
army, and was now more completely fit 
'eisuj e than he was at atiy fprmei period, 
to direct his entire attention to the subju- 
gation of this country. lie had seen ma- 
ny of the second battalions, and from the 
number of boys among ihi it*, he consider- 
ed that they \\ei> mm li 'inferior to the 
inil’Ua regiment* as they were at present. 

Mr. S/uru' Lfne observed, that the 
juinty of r, to « hu h an hou. 

g'*nt. (Mw*W2(*imgt«»ii) bclon^fd, who had 
taken a part m this debate, h<»d cinph • ed 
means rontr ry to law to raise nu n by 
crimps aiuf excessive bmiutus. Knowing, 
as lit did, the hardships mu used upon indi- 
viduals by the dilVeqfnt nimh* of appKing 
the bc^ lot, be std! coi.su.vn d, that the ar- 
my of reserve plan v\a" an f a"»ei mid clitdp- 
er means i f rai* : men, than the plan | m- 
posed by ihe noble lord. 1 !«’ «- \ \ ri 1 d 
doubt whether the supplenu i.cal in, ilia 
could be raise d u* the fnii t.\»cni j lopcscd 
ny the measun , wl/.lst there a c ertain 
pnrporl c/ii ol i he former supplemental mi- 
litMul present se rving in lf»« ifiilh'u. 

L*rd Cast I ( n- r^h reph* d, thiil tin. objec- 
tion Wilson legal, not a political one, but 
declared tto be In^ oj niion, lull alter the 
supplein* ntal militia liad been reduced or 
uui'ipoi at* d with the original militia, it 
was pi i le« tly i ompeti nt to tils majesty and 
li e hyialuiure to call out the amount of 
snpplenn ntal militia proposed. 

The house then resolve .1 itself into arom- 
iriittif on the bill, in winch the various 
o Links were filled up, after much dis- 
cussion, conformable to the geqeral out- 
line of the plati opened by the noble framer. 
When the lull had been gone through. 

Lord Casilt ret/gh rosfc to propose ac iau'-e 
which should have for its object, to allow 
the mil’lia. an option either to enter luto 
the ai my lot* the term of 7 years, or for 
hie. He by no nfuans conceived that the 
plan of the nghfboii. gent. (Mr Windftam) 
hejd out those superior inducements nyJijjitL* 
gentlemen on the other side appeSted to 
imagine.* He could state ode circumstance 
that strongly inclined him to think ttotf it 
did not. When it w as judged necessaTy to 
encourage men to vblunteeriroin tgg mih- 
ti^for tire expedition to flkppftdt the ter^ 
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given, were ten guineas bounty* to every 
man who volunteered for general service 
tor five years in Europe. At the same 
time,. lord Cornwallis, who was then lor'i 
lieutenaut of Ireland; thought it would tie 
better to try wl«?fher3ie could uot get the 
men to volunteer from the Irish militia for 
general service for life. For this' purpose, lie 
proposed 10 ^tineas to those who enlisted 
for five ye a i s : anil ll guineas to those who 
ahouJd enlist lor iile, knd yet put of *).000 
who enlisted, there were only about 230 
who jRi uot pieter the additional two gui- 
neas with (lie condition ot seiun^ior I lie. 
This was a strong tact against the measures 
of the right hdn. gent. He thought that 
the gentlemen on the ot^r side, ought Jc- 
be very glad that such an^JpMTUniiy was 
afforded of immediately comparing the el- 
fect of the two systems. One great object 
which induced him to bring inethe clause, 
was tiie'senous mischief which would result 
iroiii discharging sut li a large proportion <d 
an army in«the same year, as they # would 
become entitled to ij;eir oischarge nearly ai 
the same time. 

iyr. W. Smith had one* general objec- 
tion against offering the option proposed jii 
tire clause, because it would mateiially in- 
terfere with the system now m existence. 
The necessity ot bringing up such a clluse 
was a strong argument agaiust the measun 
of the nobfe lord. * 

The Secretary at War f \n confirmation ol 
the argun^ni ot ins noble friend, slated 
that ’the turce that would be raised within the 
present 3 ear by this measure, and by the 
ordinary recruiting, would amount lc 
48,000 men ; and it so large a proportion 01 
, our military force were to be entitled to 
their discharge at the end of seven years, 
it might be productive ot muph mischief. 

Mr. Littleton should give a decided ne 
native to tins clause, thus suireptiliouslv#) 
introduced into the bill without notice, to 
subvert, the system at present in force. 
Why had ^he clausfe not been produced at 
4im on the face of the bill f 

*fhe ChaUcellurof tht»ExLhe(fUci\ to correct 
tbe mistake bl the hou. gent., reminded the 
committee, that bis noble Iriend had, in 
the first instance, stated* his intention to 
JipUg forward this clause in the committee,. 
^ The l^ascn whv they liad not introduced 
# jtht clause on the luce of the bfll^mas, that 
bis^nohie friend wished to take the 6ensc ot 
the house oi* the general principle of his 
measuty? 011 the second reading of the bill, 

* |v)Uiout endangdVing Us adopfiou, if there 


should be any general objection to such a 
clause. for the same reason be chose to ’ 
take the sense ot the committee on the 
daus^ which, if rejected, would not affect 
the getieral measure. This enlistment wa* 
to be only of a temporary nature, an d 
therefore, to allow the op. ion would not be 
to depart from the miiionn permanent 
mode ol recruiting. On their own princi- 
ple, tl*> gentlemen opposite ought to agree 
:o the clause, because, jthough their system 
was at first to apply to all men serving in the 
army who had servecb21 years, they had 
oeeu deterred ironi acting upon it, when 
they found that the number to be discharged 
amounted to 6,000. To be consistent 
therefore, they who. were afraid to dis- 
charge 6,000 then serving, but uot raised 
under the yiovisions of their system, shoiild 
not object Jo giving an option that would 
have me effect of preventing *he whole of 
*0 large a force as 23,000 men, not raised 
under tlieir plan, irom being entitled to 
their discharge at the same time. ' 

Lord G T . Cavendish argued dgatast the 
clause, and contended, that it wduld be 
nugatory, because for the same bounty any 
oian must prefer the limited to the unlimi- 
ted period of service. 

Air. Babin ^ton felt rather jealous of any 
measure that went to disturb that which had 
already been Jaid down fdt limited sdYvice* 
and frqm which it was most natural to ex- 
pect the most beneficial result. — A long 
conversation! then took place on the merits 
of the clause, between birds Castlereagh 
i.nd Milton, general Fhipps*, Mr. T. Jones, 
Mr. Ward, general Tarieton, Mr. 
the Secretary at War, and Mr. Ltoktmft. 
Afterwards a division look p'ace : For the ■ 
Clause, 73; Against it, 10; Majority, 63. 

J |he house being resumed, Mr. Hobhouse 
rought up the report, which was order ed 
to be received to-morrow. ******** 


% HOUSE Ol LOHDS. 9 

Wednesday , July 2 9 . 

[King’s Messages Relating to Swe- 
den an u I^ussia.] Lord ttaxekesbury 
moved the ordlr of the day, fcjjr taking into 
considerate* the, gracious communicattoirs 
which hej^ul yesterday honour of deii- 
ve«ng«to the housg . In moving an add rpdt * 
of thaliks to his majesty for these coftinn*- 
nicrttions, he only folio vfed in form* the.' 
j^usual proceeding of the bouse ? and as to 
the object and matter of the first of thettp* . 
he dijJ not anticipate any material ^objef* 
tion r It* simply jmhounced, that * treaty 
. • • • 
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had been entered into with bis Swedish 
majesty to subsidize a certain number ot 
Swedish troops to be employed on a parti- 
cular service, and which treaty re&tedpu the 
basis* of the former one : the only difference 
being, that instead ot 14,000 men for 
% which the former treaty stipulated, the pie- 
tent treaty made an addition of 4<*00 men 
to the former, making in the whole 18,000 
jpten ; the addition to be on the same terms 
as the number of trpops originally stipula- 
ted. With respect to what * regarded 
Prussia, there could ctarcely be any differ 
ence of opinion; as the urgency of his 
Prussian majesty’s affairs appeared to re- 
quire it. borne advances oi money had 
been made to relieve him* In addition 
to the 80,000/. advanced by the late 
Administration, his majesty’s present go- 
vernment had made a fusilier addition oi 
100,000/. ; the other a*f?»stance in arms, am- 
munition, &c- amounted to 200,000/. 1 best* 
were the sums to be mar it- good , and the 
object of the address he was about to move 
was, that thAr lordships do totu.ur in ma- 
king gdod the sums. Ills lordship con- 
cluded with moving and reading an address 
to that effect. 

JLord Holland wou’d not object to the ad- 
dress; but, at the same time, he could not 
help observing, that he was at a loss to 
Conedive the grounds upon •which minis- 
ters proceeded in making this second trea- 

K , if they 6aw that his Swedish majesty 
is unable to carry the first inip execution. 
No doubt his Swedish majesty would have 
done every thing iu bis pow< r to fulfil his 
{fuAgement. * 

? he Earl of Lavdeidalc felt very anxious 
# 10 be informed, if the papers upon the ta- 
ble contained every thing which his majes- 
ty’s ministers had done towards procuring; 
Continental co-operation, and more intis 
tn&USfy cementing ou* continental connec- 
tions and alliances. If they bad done no 
more, ho* could they justify the language 
which they put into his majesty’s speech, 
at the close of the? last session f A pom 
pou6 paragraph was there mt^duced, y hit b 
held forth to the country the assurance, 
ttyrt ministers had been emplojuxi in draw- 
ing rnhm the iirl that connect^ us with 
* and in preparing the means* of 

oaopiatiOQ and coucert, by which* alone 
i rational hope dould be entertained of re- 


nothing towards the accomplishment of 
that object. With what views then could 
ministers have Introduced into the king’s 
speech, this big promise of doing a great 
deal, while m effect they had'done nothing, 
except with the invt&ious one of endeavour- 
ing insidiously to contrast their own conduct 
with that of their predecessors m office 9 
Lord Hawkesbw y th&nkeo^he noble lord 
for having afforded him this opportunity of 
explanation. The passage m the speech 
to winch the noble loid had alluiledh pro- 
mised no idore than his majesty's mWlsters 
had bee* prepared to perform. Their*pro* 
positions to the continental powers were 
not confined to what appeared m the papers 
n&w bef ore thg j#^ord ships/ but embraced 
offers of^fftfChgreater magnitude iff case 
ot further and more extensive cooperation. 
But they still kept pace with the efforts 
which tho& powera were likely tp make, 
and vyith the degree of effect with which it 
was probable they might be attended. Un- 
fortunately, however, the hdpes ot this 
more effectual and successful co-operation 
weie now at an end, and no mote pecuni- 
ary advances had been made to our allies 
than those referred to m his majesty’s 
message. 

Lord Holland herp took occasion to in- 
veigh against the principle of holding out 
to toreign powers the temptatu it of subsi- 
dies, in order to excite them to take a part in 
the way. He hfmaelt had witnts&ed the 
mischievous effects of that pnrerple, apd it 
was one which he should ever reprobate 
and resist, as influencing the conduct [of 
this cooutry, with respect to its continental 
connections. The attempt prematurely 
to plunge other powers into hostilities had 
made the most unfavourable impression 
abroad. Suoh allurements on our part 
seemtd to make the subjects of the sove- 
reigns in alliance with us imagine that their 
govc rnments bartered their blood for Bri- 
tish gold, and so far th^t idea went to de- 
stroy the moral energy by which they might 
wield the physical strength w hich we wire 
so ready to purchase from them. He 
should ever set his face therefore against tffe 
throwing out of such enticements, and he 
had seriously to regret that we had too 
long and too often acted upon that,*, pf H f ■ ■ 
tiple. 

Lord* 3 lttfgraid was astonished to hear 

it, * _ » » _ _ § * i . 


Anally procuring a solid and safe peace. 
Surely, whatappeared from the paper# now 
tifjpii the tpblCf could* contribute little or 

- • • • 


SSStmg the ambition of the enemy, and of 4 the noble lo/d indulge in such observations, 


and impute to bis majesty's* government 
motives and views which Jiad nevei%uided 
their conduct. Where was \he proof that 
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Lis majesty’s present ministers ever held 
out subsidies as allurements and entice- 
ments tp draw q£her powers 4n to the war; 
and wbat opinion must the noble lord en- 
tertaiii of those powers of the continent, 
who, while their croWLs, their dominions, 
their honour, jbeir .independence, every 
thing dear a^d sacred to such person- 
ages, were threatened with utter ruin, 
could still remain untAarmfd and inert, and 
be prompted into actroq only by the influ- 
ence of British subsidies ? Such a supposi- 
tion was too absurd to be seriously attend- 
ed tp ; and as to the system of the late ad- 
ministration, to which the noble lord so 
fondly referred, and seemed so anxious to 
bring under discussion, hw^could fairly sa;y, 
that the inertness und folly'&Hteat admi- 
nistration, had formed the heaviest obsta- 
cle with which the present government had 
t 6 struggle* They had nevei* prepared 
any one practical means by which o^r al- 
lies could be assisted, or that could inspire 
them with the hopes of contending success- 
fully* with the common enemy. Their 
measures were adopted without foresight 
conducted without energy, and, consequent 
ly, had produced n^ Effect. The question 
was then put oil the address, and agreed to 
ntm. diss . 

[Iiusu Insurrection Bill.] IJbrd 
Vfuu'kesburfj moved the order, of the day 
for the secofld reading of this bill. He felt 
it to be a measure ol great importance, and 
it was natural to expect he should adduce 
some reasons for its adoption* Measures 
of a similar nature had often been resorted 
to by the parliament of Ireland, the neces- 
sity of which bad grown out of the French 
revolution, and the principles which the au- 
thors of it had attempted to disseminate 
throughout every country. Associations 
had at different times been entered into iu 
that part of the empire, in which oaths were^ 
administered, and engagements entered in- 
to, for the worst of purposes. To counter- 
act these practices? a bill of the nature of 
the present was first introduced. It such 
practices yere daugerwus then, how much 
more so must they be in 'the preseut state 
of Europe and' of the empire, and when the 
fate of Ireland was morfc closely linked 
Jgyn aver with the fate of fjlia country., and 
continent ? He could ^t, under 
* such circumstances, foresee ttiat any ma- 
terial objections would be made to the bill, 
not only because it was brought forward in 
e-mildqf sb^pe tfian that in which the par- 
9 liameut of JUftlqijd bad^ised it, but be- 


cause it wga known to have been in the 
contemplation of the late administration 
to bring forward a measure, little. dif- 
ferent from that which was now proposed, 

_ I with which, of course, the noble lord# 
cm the tother side would not be much dit* 
posed to quarrel, in that hope, be should * 
move that the bill be now read a second 
time. 

Lord Holland rose, not to oppose the 
principle of the bill, or perhaps even its 
provisions, though there werw^bbme qf 
them wbicb he wished* to see amended, but 


to give it an assent, which, however^jrife 


wrung from him with sorrow, and oxi ^ 
the gripe of an eatreme* and lamentable ne- 
cessity. He felt it to be a necessity not 
only painful to his feelings, but degrading 
to bis character as a member of that house* 
How long was the imperial parliament tp 
continue to legislate for Ireland in th"e spirit ' 
<tf this measure, that is, in defiance of the 
best 4principles of the constitution, in the 
blessings of which we* cannot allow that 
unfortunate country to participate f Were 
these the promises — are these the fruits of 
the union ? But, if he was compelled to 
submit to the humiliation and the hardship 
of assenting to such a measure, the causes; 
at least should be inquired into, which pro- 
duced the dire necessity upon which alone 
it wa3 attempted be justified. Yhese 
causes chiefly appeared to be, the disabilities 
that hung upon the Catholics in Hhat dis- 
tracted coucftry, the pressure of the tithes^ 
aud the efforts that were systematically 
made to keep alive religious animositie&be* 
tween the Catholics aud the Prot 6 sw$& 
in Ireland. On each of these catftfcs. The 
noble lord descautecb He was well ac- 
quainted with die character of Irish- 
men, and nocliaractet did he ever see more 
Conspicuously marked by benevolgijgg^ge- 
nerosity, and courage : wbat, itfen, was it 
that c reefed in that country those iuextin- 
guisliMfeWUcoutents which called so often 
lor the enactment of measures like the pre- 
sent ? It must, be something of a nature 
the ipost imperious, when it urgtd men to 
forego the blessings of civilized^ociety itself, 
and the a^anhiges of a constitution spelt 
as this ctyfmtry boasted of«and was blessed" 
with. •That was .the source of 
which* we were bound to explore 5’ aly itffc 
was duly explored, the r^oedy must soon 
|»be discovered. The fact was, ‘the grea£ 
majority of the people of Ireland were de* 
privet of the full enjoyment of the coEdSi- 
tution, £u«L tbqy tah themselves injutad 

• * 
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Upd degraded by the ^uspigona.which gave this country, and truce them to sucl* 
aige. to that deprivation, Englishmen loved speeches as he himself bad just nmdc\ Her 
and admired the constitution, because they might also trace their objj|gt to the princi- 
eiyoyed ail its benefits; cwld it then bfc, pies avowed by the headers of the late re- 
fiurjy expected that the people of!reIa1|p helium m that country* who ‘avowed them- 


should equally love and admire ttfat con 
«titutjatq4rom the full enjoy nieut of the be- 
nelus of which they were debarred ? No, 
it was not in the nature of things ; it was 
np£ In the.coinposiuon of the human ‘heart : 
indulge them in that lair enjoyment, mid 
their inUtAurs* would be appeased and si- 
lenced* As to the tithes, be was happy to 
that ministers meditated some mea- 
auxCtpi relief, and if so, they so far should 
ha^e bis most* cordial support. Would 
that they might also lie brought to discoun- 
tenance the mesui by which religious 
animosities were fomented, itv Ireland, 
w}ier6*by the principles instilled by the cate- 
chisms taught in the charter schools, the in- 
fant mind of/ the Protestaut was poisoned 
with prejudices against the Catholic. * Yet 
those who encourage that system of edu- 
cation, accuse the Catholic of uncbaritable- 
ness and intolerance — theeajly vices which 
^iey themselves must be conscious the) 
qrte. indulging against those very persons to 
^ham they impute. But was not tbat ; the 
height of uucbaritablcn&s ? Was it not a 
refinement of tyranny, a tyranny that tell 
aborted tba|, which character iced that most 
accomplished of tyrants, Tiberius ? In 
all that he had said, however, with respect 
to the exi$\u skmof She Catholics from what 
be Considered their righto, let him not be 
nsisuqderstood to suppose, that it ought to 
motive on their part for disaffection, 
much Itfss for forming a connection with 
another country. <Jie could not blame 
them, under that exclusion, for loving 
the constitution a lifctJp less than the peopfe 
of 4 ig&^W*ntry ; but although their righto; 
might be '{fttemmhed, they would jJbsu redly 
obtain up- rights w hate ver^ by , ^spiec^ng 
themselves with* ^another c they 
would obtain nothing bpt a, goj^fujaient by 
thes word*, t •* .* , 

The Etfrl of -L'merick was sorry to hear 
the <4jtttguag$ and the sentiments that fell 
t noble lord, fur they cwld be pro- 
ipf no g&ed* , Why eternally intro- 

b petorts of the. Carbolics ? why <iu- 

skaaatofc tofc^ihey h^d reason not to love the 
^onsutilti0h>. atm that at a moment when 
they enjoyed- almost every tiling theconsti- 
tntitm.^OuVl bestow ? It the noble lord 
wised: to Ufece the cause of the discontents 
ia irelaad^ ke ^perhaps might in 



selves to have other objects iit view than 
Catholic emancipation, or parliamentary 
reform. Against the operation ol suck 
principles it was that tiicasureft iike the pre- 
sent must be adopted ; ami pt rli^ps the 
more frequent enforcement of them might 
have prevented the spreading of disorders^ 
and the mischiM* that sprung froiutheui. 
He admired much t|ie personal charac- 
ter of the noble duke w ho was lately at the 
head of the Irish government; but had that 
n^ble person allowed the county of Mayo 
to be proCtSffffied during the excesses of the 
Threshers, the contagion would hot have 
spread into the adjoining counties, and 
many persons would have escaped iroih the 
swore} of justice, who, on account of that 
injudicious lenitv, had fallen under it. So 
little was the real state of Ireland under- 
stood, and consequently so ill adapted the 
means employed to govern it ! 

TIkj Duke of Btdjord felt himself called 
upon to answer so seTious a charge as that 
which the noble earl had made against him, 
and which amounted to nothing lefts than that 
the blood of the untoitunatp people who 
lost their lives in conbcqueuc v. of the late 
disturbances in Ireland must rest upon bis 
head. In reply to this, he begged leave to 
state, that shortly utter his uriatal in Ire- 
land, he received an application, not Trom 
the county of Alayo, but froni the magis- 
trates of the county of Sljgo, to proclaim 
martial law there; but 4 after every atten- 
tion he could give to tlu; subject, and after 
taking the best counsel he could piocure,. 
he thought sos^vere a measure unnecessary, 
and therefore resisted the application. He 
|*vas satisfied, in his own conscience, that . 
his intentionsj were good. lie had acted 
according to the best of Jiis judgment, and 
he* left it to the country' to decide upou bis 
conduct. r _ J , 9 * 

The Earl of UmcrhJc , in explanation, ob- v 
served, that be had ,ue ; ver sard .that thi 
blood of the people bad suffered was 
on .the head of the oobV-duke. He h$d 
only stated his qpinioh, jthat if this. la%J 1 ikjU**i 
been applied on the first appearance ’of the 
disturbances, the Intension of the insurrec* 
lion would hayp been prevented. ,, 

Lord Kingston contended, <batthe flia- 
gist rates m the county of Sligo were, tbp. 
reaj promoters oC.|be disturbances. - The - 
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conduct of many of them was such, as to greaive* fu the mean time, we knew that 
' disgrace the magistracy; and some of them a violent spirit of disaffection was widely 
rather deserved to be banged than to be diffused, and against the immediate pits- 
made magistrates. Indeed, ho knew one sure of this danger it was absolutely neces- 
one of tbem, who had dtbe halter round bis sary to guard. Where the people ward 
neck, during the rebelliou: and if such affectionately disposed toward* their ttllefs* 
were the heads, how could-tbe people be the slightest exertion of authority might 
brought to respect them ? be sufficient to maintain the execution of 

The Earl t>f Hariuicke was inimical to the law : but if we should attempt to apply 

• the practice of procljmifig districts where the same principles of conduct to a couu* 
it could possibly be avoided. With re- try, where so opposite*a spirit prevailed as 
•peel to the bill, its. necessity had been so in Ireland, the most ^tal effects might cn- 

, forcibly urged to him by persons possessing sue. Experiencing, how ever* the excessive 
a competent knowledge of the stale of Ire- danger to which we were now exposed from 
laud, that, he could not object to it. the disaffection of Ireland, it was of the ufr- 

Lord Car ft ton deprecated the tendency of most importance not to refit satisfied with 
that line of argument whfeh* the n oble lord the measures of severity, to which we were 
on the opposite bench (lord HolTand) had compelled by*the immediate pressure of 
thought proper to pursue, because he danger, buf to look forward, and take effect 
thought that argument calculated to justify tual measures for obtaining a radical and 
the disturbances which lmd so long agita- fundamental cure of the evil. * The objec* 
ted Ireland. With regard to the state- tions against the measure of Catholic eman* 
ments of the noble lords who had lately cipation he was convinced were groundless, 
presided over the government of Inland, and that the danger apprehended from put* 
he could not admit that they should ope- ting power into the hands of the Catholics 
rate against this bill. For although those was imaginary. We now, indeed, saw tie 
noble lords, in the circumstances which Catholics a formidable political part; # 
arose during their respective admiuistrX- closely combined among themselves; bit 
.. tions, saw no necessity for acting on the • if religious distinctions had never beeix 
law which this bill proposed to re-enac^ it made a ground of civil disabilities, that 
did not therefore follow that the bill was combination would never Jiave existed. If 
unnecessary* civil disabilities were imposed on every 

The Earl of Hardwick* , in explanation, man whose name began with a P, we 
stated, that this bill was much more obnox- should immediately force the Ps to become, 
ious «o hinTThan the existing law, because a party, they would coalesce to obtain re* 
by this bill the responsibility of those who kef, and if violently opposed* they tee 
were to execute the law was in a great mea- would become violent and dangerously If 
sure done away in consequence of the in- the Catholics were* pieced as to every wii 
troduction of new clauses. privilege^ on the same footing as oiflc'r subs 

The Earl of Selkirk declared, that it was jects, we should soon bear as little of the 
with the utmost reluctance he could give Catholics as a political party, as we hear 
his assent to any such measure ap that be- of the faction of the The only plausi- 1 
fore the house ; but being convinced of its ole argument to the contrary wggjfaiiud^ 
necessity, he could not refuse to vote lor *ed on the ambition of the RondSo clergy* 
the bill. He was convinced of the import- Undoubtedly* it must be expected that 
aoce of conciliatory measures in Ireland, they, like every other body of dissenting 
and be fully concurred in the opinion that clergy, would cast a lqnging eye on the. 
nothing was more rare, than that a general rich benefices of the established church* 
spirit of disaffection snould prevail in any But there would be little to fear "from the 
cAintry, except through the faults of the ambition of the Roman Catholic clergy, if 
government. In Ireladd,. particularly * ft the laity duP ndt make p common cause 
was evident that the prevailing disaffection' with thear The true way* therefore!, 
y^dasxl proceeded from a long train pf mis* disarm* this danger, was to grant .to tw\* 
•management : but this had been# so long Romau Catholic laity all their separate oh* ' 
continued, and its effects had beeffme so jects* If the civil disabilitres of the Catho* • 
inveterate, that "it was impossible to remove lies were repealed, there Would bo tin 
the evil at ofice.. Conciliatory measures longer any community of interest between* 

# might do much utitti the help of time, but their aslejgy and their laity* To'Onddi** • 

their effect could only be gradual and pm- stand the situation tif Ireland* let us bring 

^Vol.JX* 3 % . • 
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case home to ourselves; lef us suppose 
that the invasion of (he enemy should be 
-successful, that our estates were to he par- 
celled out to French generals, that the 
' property of every Englishman were to be 
abandoned as fair plunder to the Frenftti 
Soldiery, that such of our gentry and tzh- 
tosaury ak should survive the ruin of their 
country, were forced to labour for their 
"bread, i>eneath the contumelious taunts of a 
«et of insolent foreigners, could any out 1 
believe that the people of England would 
soon be reconciled to their new masters, 
and would not eagerly grasp at any oppor- 
tunity of throwing off the yoke? A long 
course of time taight obliterate the memo- 
ry of those galling circumstances, and, aid- 
ed by a mild and conciliating policy, might: 
bleed the conquerors and ihd conquered 
into one people. But* if instead of a wise 
«uid conciliating policy, the intruders, giving 
way to their native insolence, should treat 
their subjects with contumely, abolish all 
their favourite institutious, insult their 
religion, and attempt to force an odious 
superstition upon then), seize eveiy oppor- 
tunity of marking contempt for their lan- 
guage and manners, aud crown the whole 
by* numerous instances, of personal insult 
and oppression, would it be surprising, if 
ages should elapse before the English nation 
were reconciled to their conquerors ? And 
if such would be the feelings of Englishmen, 
could we wonder Unit the proscriptions of 
queen Elizabeth and James I., of Cromwell 
and Of king William, should still excite in- 
dilation in the minds of the Irish? Among 
tfovre causes of disaffection, religion had 
acquired an apparent consequence which 
did hoi naturally beiong to il, as it had be- 
come live badge of national distinction, and 
* the bond of unid’n* among men, sympW 
ttf toq^aa^ jthe same iudiguuut feelings. But 
religious intolerance was so far from being 
the main apd original cause oflrish ^ a ft po- 
tion, that, in the native dialect of the Irish, 
there was note, wprd to express the dis- 
t taction of Protestant and«Koman Catholic, 
except the national appellation of an 
Kagtishman c-and an^ Irishman. Till we 
weife prepared to<grant the demands of the 
partial concessions, gelded ■ to 
MpMunity, would only serve to kb>ep c up 
qpjfcfrft bf^Oetlcssness, and fan the flame of 
^pbshsMetiS. Tile expectations which some 
entertained from -the measure wlnclf 
broiJ^jht forward by the .late admin is- 

t tlOh^eSsmed to fee most extravagant, 
e Catholise themselves disclaimed that i 
' r ! 


measure, and yet we bad heard noble lords 
speak as if it were at Once to render the 
Irish a united people. * With respect to the 
genera] question of Catholic Emancipation, 
the noble earl expressed his regret that 
the prevailing prejudices of this country 
were still so strong, that there was little 
probability that it cpuld now be carried. 
These prejudices, haWever, fcere evidently 
on the decline. ” Notwithstanding all the 
attempts that had lately been made . to raise 
a cry of No Popery, that cry had had bot a 
very partial success; and. when this was , 
c ompared with the events of the year 1780, 
it afforded decisive proof of a progress in 
the public mind. That progress would 
.'f&suredly^go on^ and the time might be 
anticipated, when it would be as little in 
the power of any minister to resist the mea- 
sure of Catholic emancipation, as it would 
now be to carry it. Tbc Homan Catholics 
might safely trust their cause to the effects 
of this progress in the public mind : and 
those could not be considered as their real 
friends, who should 'force on any prema- 
ture attempt to carry through the measure 
before circumstances were ripe for it. — 
The bill was then read a second time. 

[Amprican Indemnity Bill.] The 
following is a copy ef the Preamble moved 
by lord Holland on the report of the 
American Indemnity bill, (sc^ page 806.) 

44 Whereas, by an act of parliament made 
in the 12th year of his late majesty^ king 
Charles II, in titled “An acfT*rfor the en- 
couraging and* increasing of trade aud 
navigation It is, among other things, 
enacted, 44 That no goods or commodities, 

“ whatsoever, of the growth," produce, or 
44 manufacture of Asia, Africa, or America, 

44 or any part thereof, be imported into 
44 England, Ireland, or Wales, Inlands of 
44 Guernsey and Jersey, or town of Her* 

44 wick upon T%veed, in any other ship or 
44 ships, vessel or vessels whatsoever, but 
44 iu such as do truly and without fraud be- 
44 long only to The people of England qr 
44 Ireland, dominion- of Wales, or towto of 
44 Berwick upon Tweed, or of* the lands, 

44 islands, plantations, orterf stories, in Asia, 

44 Africa, or 'America, to his majesty- be* 
<4< -*!bngU)g,aa tbc proprietorial!) d right owh- 
44 ers thereof. A nd whereas -by o€h Itt** 
of parliament made in the 1 2tl> • year of hts* 
late tnijesiy king Charles II. in titled, 44 A 
subsidy granted to the king; ofTonnttgeTand 
Poundage, and other sums of money paya- 
ble upon merchandize exported and imppK* .. 
ed, " it is declared, Unit ite rates can bo 
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“ imposed on merchandize imported or this kingdom, if in consequence of the ,«nd 

• exported by subjects or aliens, but by abrupt, uncalled for, and unprecedented 
“ common consent in parliament.' 1 — And dissolution of parliaments withpd* quy 
whereas hi the preamble of an act of par. provision for the continuance "of the sgicl, 
liament made inihe i#ignof their late mo- commerce and navigation^ or for the coj- 
jesties king William and queen Mary; in- lection of the said duties, the said com^ 
titled,' “An act declaring the flights and Li- merce and navigation had been actually 
berties of the Subject-and settling the Sue- interrupted, or the payment of the said do- 
cession of the Crow,” it is among other lies actually suspended, and therefore in 

• things declared, “ Tint tile pretended pow- the circumstances to which this kiugdotn 
* f er of suspending of. laws, or the execu- had been reduced by the said abrupt disso* 

** .tiyu of laws by regal authority without lution of parliament^ it was expedient to 

s ** consent of parliament, is illegal, and continue the same, though contrary to law 
a that levying money for or to the use of and inconsistent with the provisions of sun- 
4t the crown, by pretence of prerogative dry acts of parliament hereinbefore recited. 

.without grant of parliament, for longer Aud whereas, it is expedient in order to 
“ time, or in other manner than 4 the sartTe prevent so dangerous a practice from 
** is or shall be granted, is illegal." And being drawn into example, that, notwitb- 
in pursuance of the same, it is declared standing tffe said violations of law, parli- 
and enacted in the said act, 11 T^atall aud cularly of the acs of Charles ll^ com- 
“ singular the rights aud liberties asserted iponly called the Navigation Act, of the act 
“ and claimed in the said declaration, are made in the I2th year of Lhe same reign* 
the true, ancient, and indubitable rights for conferring tonnage and poundage on that 
“ and liberties of the people of this king- monarch, and of the act made in the 
“ dom, and shall so lae esteemed, allowed, of William and Mary, commonly called 
“ adjudged, deemed, and taken to be, and the Bill of Rights, a bill of indemnity no w 
ft that all and every the particulars afore- passed in favour of all persons, who, siuqe. 

“ said shall be firmly and strictly holddu the first of June, have been concerne^ia 
. ft and observed, as they are expressed in the said illicit commerce and navigation |pe^ 

“ the said declaration f and all officers and tween this kingdom aud the said united 
u minister whatsoever shall serve their ina- states of America, or in # the eolketionof 
“ jesties anj) their successors according to the said illieft duties and customs,&r.isin& 

“ the same in all times to come."-~-And therelVdm, or who, being bound to prevent 
whereas the navigation and commerce be- such illicit practices, have tolerated or eba* 
tween the pewpftTof this kingdom and the nived at the same." 

people of the united states of America, [Protests against the Ameeucast 
have, or ought to have, been carried on ac- Indemnity Bill.] The following 
cording to law, and the customs and duties tests were entered against the ^peri$aa 
arising from the same, have, or ought to Indemnity bill : 

have been regulated and collected, under “ Dissentient ; 1st, Because it ought (o 
the authority of sundry acts of parliament he shewn on behalf of those whom it & 
made in his present majesljT's reign ; the pfl&posed to indemnify 'for a violation of 
last of which made in the 4?th of hiB reign, the law, not only that their act mm nuu#P 
did cease and determine on the first ol sary to preserve the public fronnnjury, but 
June last. And whereas, on the2/th of that ^iis necessity was not induced by 
April Jast, 1m roaje^.y was advised to pro- their fault. In the case on which the 
rogue the parliament then sitting and two house has decided, the necessity was cr$^ 
thereafter, without any reason or ne- ted by his majesty's ministers thymselve*, 

• cessity, to dissolve the same by his royal pro- who advised the dissolution of the last par* 
carnation, before any act had passed for le- liament, when the consequence must eyi* 
galizipg the commerce ami navigation be- deutly be, ijAt t&e trade and interest of the 
tween the people of this kingdom auMtb public wcifld suffer material injury, or thaff] 
tff the united state* of Amedca ; af- the*pc^er of the Vrown must be e«certe% 
% ter the expiration of the said act, of for au- agaiustlaw, and in manifest derogatnm of 
thorising the ^collection of tlie d utils and the common liberty.— 2d, Becaqse, if, on ’ 
customs ari^ii)^ therefrom aftr r 4he expira- fhe one band, the principle of the cojisti* 
Uqo of, the sama: andwherp?*, itwould have lution requires that the power of dissolve 
, btfeij oLiuaierial inconvenience Jo .his.ma- lion slfbuli reside in t bp crown, it is n&tiejtr 
9 F'ptfo govcnigieut and to the people of true, oa the other 4 th$t power of 
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Ifoment over * the public parse, and. the 
right of the tvp houses, exclusively to ad* 
Tifp bis wyes ty in the making, repealing! 
suspending and altering of laws, is the pro- 
per constitutional cheek upon this preroga- 
4«* But if i( be admitted that a disso- 
lution of parliament is in itself sufficient 
to Justify the continuing beyond the term 
tipced by parliament, and by the sole autho- 
rity of the crown , Jthe operation of any 
legislative prowsion, and particularly ot 
an act of Supply, the' power of the purse, 
and the legislative functions of both houses, 
would be virtually transferred to the crown, 
and all the securaties which the constitution 
has provided for the due administration of 
hi$ majesty's affairs, and for the property 
and liberty of the whole nation, would be 
utterly invalidated and destroyed.— -3d, Be* 
cause dt thertime of tbe'Iate dissolution all 
the measures recommended by go vem* 
Went having beer, adopted, all the supplies 
granted, and no difference existing bet w een 
the two bouses, or between his majesty 
end bis parliament, it is evident that 
there wee no urgent political and public 
Uecatsitp which could warrant the exposing 
government to an alternative so serious 
qod important as that whteh is the subject of 
ffce present proceeding.” — Cautsfoiit for 
the Ufo first reacts : 44 And moreover, be- 
cause the pretences ulledged for tb$ disso- 
lution of parliament, vis. the dismissal of 
the late , admin it tration, the discussions 
which arqse upon if, and the causes which 
fed to it were not, in my judgement, suffi- 
cient to justify thorn who advised so un- 
nswal or. exercise of prerogative, together 
-with a consequent bieach of the taw and 
M acknowledged invasion of the rights of 
ffre subject. — The,, notion that either on 
Unb are removal of a ministry, or in con- 
motions purporting to crimi- 
nate the advisers of the crown, parliament 
xpay qnd Ought to be dissolved, a di- 
fpet fendgney fo subvert the freedom of 
Ai^te, lo break the independent spirit of 
the commons house pf parliament, and to 
fonder fhqt branch of the legislature the 
gutyservient organ of the, nluuster of the 
can gfiy just plea ft* an extra. 
IMupry pxercise of prerogative^^ m|mi- 
Jp It violation of law be founded on 'the 
. nteafcirc* projected by the late ad minis tra- 
\tionin favour of Ruffian Catbqlics gn^ 
other dissenters; measures always rfccon- 
gile-alfo JU> the true principles pf wisdom 
1 jutticcy nod now'not only idtperiously 
cd for by the exigencies of iht times, 
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but tfbWldtely* necessary io the safety of 
the united empire. Vibeltv Holland, 
ROS&LtX.” ~ 

« 4 Dissentient; 1st, BecatsMhe amend** 
ment to the preamble moved Upon the" re-' 
port was rejected by the bdtiee.— 2d, Be- 
cause though • a bill of Indemnity unques- 
tionably implies that the lew has been dlK 
lat$d, and though lt/vas adiftitted ifi tib- 
bate, that nothing htft necessity can poeti* 
bly justify the violation of law ; yet the fre- 
quency and facility with which bills of in- 
demnity have of late yea/s been granted, 
the sacred nature of fbe law Which luW in 
this instance been transgressed, anti the 
circumstances which gave rise to the ne- 
cessity, seemed to me to call for some 
more solemn declaration of the consti- 
tutional principles, which by sach trans- 
gressions o*' the law are manifestly violated, 
than a simple recital of the necessity of the 
violatTou, and an immediate and unquali- 
fied indemnity for it, without reference to 
the events which produced that necessity, 
or to ihe peculiar nature of the illegal mea- 
sure itself.— Sd, Because the priuqiplcs 
w[iich have in this instance been violated 
are so sacred and fundamental m our con- 
stitution, that at all seasons and opon all 
occasions, even if tlfe ground of necessity 
were incontrovertibly proved, iWould be- 
come the dignity of the house ef lords, ami 
would be consistent with that jealous and 
independent spirit, which, where the privi- 
leges of the subject are concffh^jjL should 
always charac terize a British paroament, 
scrupulously and anxiously to record, in the 
instrument of indulgence itself, their sense 
of those invaluable rights ; the infringement 
of which nothing but an over-ruling neces- 
sity had or could have induced them to 
overlook.— -llie right by which the subject 
is exempted from all taxes not granted by 
common consent of parliament, has at all 
times been deemed by sound constitutional 
lawyers, and has frequently been recognized 
by parliament itself, to be coeval with thf 
frame and constitutipn of the kingdom, and 
has repeatedly and solemnly be'db declared 
and secured by charters of our princes and 
ajjg of our legislature.— By the great char- 
ter dh*ur liberties, in the reign of king John, 
no aid tr scutage can be levied oq the ktrifedfitan 
WithoigHhe consent of the common coun- - 
cjl of the nation. By the statutum de lalfaglo 
non concedendoVutfyfoW pf EddfcM I. 
First, no tallage or aid can be levied by t^ e 
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king without consent of the srehbiafc ops, 
bishops, earls, heroes, heights, h#r0m&, 
and freemen of the commonalty of th}t 
realm; amt Ain the frequent remonstrance* 
of the parliaments of, Edward III. • the 
jealous attachment of our ancestors to this 
fundamental maxim of our-constitution is 
recorded* so in the impeachment, condem- 
nation and punishment of the lord Latimer, 
which took place at ta» close of that reign + J 
their determination Unenforce it is strongly 1 
exemplified : and at subsequent and later 
periods of our history the endeavours of 
our forefathers were uniformly, but more 
pettimilarly in the petition of rights in ] 627 , 
and in the acts of Charles If.? recited in the 
rejected preamble, directed to the solemn 
recognition and perpetual security of this 
lnestimableprivilege. And finally, in that 
solemn act of the legislatuie, commoftly 
called the Bill of Rights g, the levying money 
without content of parliament, ami the 
dispensing with laws, both which practices 
have in this instance occurred, are declared 
and enacted to be illegal — It seemed, there- 
fore, to me no light or trivial matter, no 
ordinary or indifferent proceeding, to in- 
demnify persons for the violation of such 
fundamental maxims of the constitution, 
and prudence required a solemn and a stu- 
dious declaration of the great delicacy and 
importance of the transaction, a precaution 
which the frequency of such bills, and the 
repeated, though, peihaps, unpiemedita- 
ted exertiuJJO Uf "luch illegal authority oi 
late years, have in my judgement rendered 
indispensably necessary. 

Vassall Holland . 1 


HOUSL OP COMMONS. 

/IWarfc/ey, July 29. 

[Si zrka Llonc Company's Bill.] 
On the motion for the third reading ol this 
bill, 

Mr. Dent rose, and observed, that the 
grants madefy parliament to the company 
had been claimed for the purpose of intro- 
ducing civilisation into Ainca. The com- 
pany, however, had billed m their projects. 
The sums granted them amounted in all to 
about 109 , 000 /. This* ’sum, as they had 

*13 Edw. III. Rot. Pari. 77. c. 13;df^JL. 

Hi. stft. 1 cap. SI 2 14 Kdw. HI. btatjrl. cap.1; 
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not executed the purpose for which it was 
Igranted, ought now to he refunded f‘for he 
{did not think that paiitenitat tbrn^he 
madejtt pay for the fanciful notiohsof Ay 
set of then. 

Mr. Wi fberjbrc* said, that when gentle-* 
men spoke of the sums of motley that fast' 
been voted to the Sierra Leone company, 
they should consider that a great prupoii 
lion of those sums were paid to support 
(hose men whom government must other* 
wise have been at the expense of support- 
ing. The first class* of those men w er e 
the blacks, who had served with 'the 
British army in the contest with America, 
and after that contest .had been seut inks 
Nova Scotia. Having sent a memorial to 
the government, complaining of the cold* 
ness of the climate to which they were 
sent, the government applied to the Sierra 
Leone Company, to admit them into a Co- 
lony much more congenial to their consti- 
tutions than the climate of Nova Scotia 
was. The company then*accepted, in the first 
place, of nearly 1000 Nova-Scotia black** 
which government must, otherwise, have 
been at the expence of maintaining. 4 After- 
wards, when it became an object Of ptifi ftf 
to expel the Maroons from the island m 
Jamaica, government again applied to 'the 
company to take them, and they most on* 
willingly aocepted of 5 or 6 hundred of theftfi 
men. • Those 1500 men, who otbefwrse 
would have been chargeable to tbe'govera- 
ment, bad been maintained by the company 
for a considerable number of year*; and 
he hoped that it would be taken inf\ t fie 
account, when the aids were mentidMI 
which the company had received ^rom'go- 
vernment. The reason of the failure of 
the company in i|p principal objects was 
the continuance of thetslave trade, which 
they bad on the best ground cgjggl^ed 
would have been abolished #dfSny "years 
ago. Still, however, in the end, be trusted' 
this colony would produce the happiest ef- 
fects in the civilisation of mankind. Lftw 
all other colonies* it had great difficulties to 
encounter m its outset ; but he*t rusted ft 
bad taken deep root, and pould he the 
means of qhrililing a considerable pwtvdi 
of Afnqp. These higher objects ee g ffi 
ndt to*be lost sight of. Those who thought * 
most* highly of the West ; India cefemet 
ought to be the best friepfe of tburshtUe- 
ment, for they must be convinced that t)u* 
country owed a great debt to Africa, 1 ^ 

Mr. Ijde* allowed that the ot gedtoef the ’ 
company had in a great measure feted; 

. • 1 \ 
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public, which it would never (U by wreak 
UigiU vengeanc e on an individual, tor doing 
pnfylhai which was well known to attach 
to others, and had so long passed unno- 
ticed. If the house wished to continue in 
possession of the public confidence, and 
without it the country could not be saved, 
it would not be rigorous upon an individual 
4bf that sort of conduct which although 
reprobated in the house, was too often prac- 
tised out of it. If members wished to be 
strict in this business^ let them begin with 
•themselves. He piade these general obser- 
vations from his feelings, without reference 
to any individual ; of Mr. Spurrier be knew 
siothing ; had never spoken to bitu, but he 
Joved an impartial administration of justice 
Mr. Pole Carno cautioned the house 
as to attempts to remedy this eft!, aud re- 
mindednl of the fate oi former efforts of 
dwtfcod. 

Mr. Bingham expressed himself ex 
tremely glad at the lenity of the punish 
unfit that was indicted on -the prisoner, 
had the more especially, when he consider- 
ed the character of that high tribunal be- 
fore whom the prisoner &tood ; they were 
$oth the judges and the jury in the cnse t 
and they acted worthy of their high cha- 
racter in adnuotUewiig justice with men y 
Mr s Lusk ugtwt moved au amendment, 
that instead of the petitioner iJeiug brought 
up -to- morrow, he should be brought up to- 
fkonowse’unight. 

Mr. 6*. Thantlum thought this case the 
most extraordinary he liad heard of in the 
course of the 24 years he hud sat in parlia- 
ment. .He should vote for the amendment. 

Mr. WuiiLham thought rigour the less ne- 
cessary in this case, as the house was about 
tn provide a remedy aguutst this evil occur- 
ring in future : for^tlie great object of pu- 
puftltoejfp'vas the prevention of crimi s. 

Mr. IVilS&rforve was dj fi p<wed to vote for 
the more c*vere punishment, on ugeount 
of the answer which the petitioner gave to 
the bouse yesterdays; but ou account of his 
age and ipfirmiiy. he stnAild not oppose 
gay lenity which might be proposed to be 
shewn to hum 

. I*- Lockhart 6 bought ‘the house bad 
jbfolft somewhat rtmiss m not profoulgating 
ghpe |pw upon this subject, and was ! 

& ^ disposed to be lenient in the present 
u»fUince.~rThe bouse then divided • For 
gbe original motion 45 ; for the amend-' 
spent 4$ j majority 16 . 

JV 4CCIHK imocu LUTioy : -*A&Waiu> 

jv Da. Jenseii ] The house having re- 


solved itself into a committee of supply, 
The C/iancellor qfthc JMwfi nr me to 
call the attention of the cwmittae to the 
Report of the Royal College iflTPbysiciaos, 
respecting the mode 'discovered by Dr. Jen- 
uer, of preventing the small-pox, the seve- 
rest iu(hction, us a disease, to which man* 
kind u^s subject. Whatever might here 
been the origin of tjbe discovery, it had 
never been known, before that gentleman 
made it public, that ‘ the Vaccine disease 
could be communicated by inoculation. 

If that discovery should prevent the small- 
pox, it was hardly possible to characterise 
its value in terms too strong. When the com- 
mittee considered the advantages that bad 
afteady resulted from it, and that would in 
future result from it, when the prejudice 
that existed against it should subeide, he 
was sure the committee would not consider 
the proposition he meant to make extrava- 
gant, but liberal and just to the individual. 
Nothing was so difficult as to fix upon any 
standard, whereby to measure what should 
be the grant of that house upon such an 
occasion. The subject had been under 
the consideration ot parliament some years 
sidee, but then there had not been time to 
satisfy the house of the value of the disco- 
very, and therefore only 10,000/. bad 
been voted to Dr. Jeunes, instead of 
20,000/. which bis frieuds bad proposed. 
The enquiry that had been recently made, 
w.is perlectly satisfactory to hit mind, and 
consequently he proposetflrfrtitove a grant 
oi 10,000/. which, with the sum already 
granted to Dr. Jenner, would amount to 
the sum originally proposed by his friends 
to be voted to him. It was unneces- 
sary for him to urge any more arguments 
in support of his proposition, to those 
who had read the Report. If tliey 
assumed, that the iuoculation for the 
rsmHll.pox was a benefit to mankind, 
they might then be ablfe to estimate how 
much greater a benefit this discovery was, 
which, as appeared by the report, was a 
certain security against the small-pox. It 
appeared, that of those who had that disease 
naturally, one in six died, whilst of those 
inoculated for that disease, only one in 
Ptf»ed* But of 1 64,381 cases of persons 
:cina^d, only three had died, wfeich 
,de thtt mortality only one in 54 , 741 . It , 
would be impossible after that statement, to 
represent more favourably the advantages 
of the discovery. And jwb&i the deaths 
and all the cases of inconvenience that hap 
occurred, in that number qjF cases a 
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taken together, they amounted to 179 only 
out otthe 164,381, which w&b an infinitely 
snialleinroportion than the actual morta- 
lity bytro inoculation for the small-pox. 
But it was not this country alone that was 
benefited by the discovery, the whole 
world participated in the ^dvautages re- 
sulting from it. Au objection might be 
made to thq utility If the discovery, be- 
cause it tended totincreasfe population, 
but. he should prefer \|je principles of prac- 
tical humanity, in preserving life where it 
existed, to the encouragement of those 
checks mentioned by Mr. Malfhus, where- 
by population might be kept down, ll 
they were to go into a calculation of the 
number of lives that had been saved by tie 
discovery, and the expence to the public 
spared by the diminution of the number 
of persous in the hospitals, they might 
have a mean of estimating the advantages of 
this important discovery. On all these 
grouuds, he would move the committee, 
“ That a sum,' not exceeding 10,0S)0/. be 
granted to his majesty, to be paid to doctor 
Edward Jenner, as a further reward for pro- 
mulgating his discovery of the Vaccine Ino- 
culation, by which a mild, efficacious, and 
not contagious- mode of superseding that 
dreadful malady the Small-Pox is esta- 
blished ^andjthat the same be issuedfand 
paid without auy fee or other deduction 
whatsoeveT.** 

Mr. Shaw Lcfevre declared it was with 
extreme rqg— fcwhe opposed the motion, 
lie eutertamed fur pr. Jenner the most 
smcerefespect, yet he could not think that 
this was a period for disposing of 10,000/. 
where it appeared by the Report of the 
college of physicians, which shewed that 
in 50 or 60 instances, at least, the plau had 
not succeeded, that, at the least, it was not 
infallible. The late period of the session, 
when so many members were necessarily 
wut of town, was also a suflicieut reason 
with him for withholding his approbation 
to the proposed motion. It ljad been said 
*that Df. Jenner had discovered the inven- 
tion for D^hich a reward was now sought to 
^)e conferred. He begged, however, to stat£ 
that a similar practicjb had been enter, 
tained in Dorsetshire since the yearj'll/, 

Irf>rd H. Petti/ contended, that 
lity ought not to be made the teijg of grjat 
discoveries, which ought rather t<» be tfd- 
snated by gfenetal averages. He was^M 
posed to go farther than the right hou. 
chancellor of {he exchequer, though he 
should not take upon him to make any gpe- 
Voii» IX.'’ 


cific proposition to the committee. There 
was no standard, whereby. a great pub- 
lic discovery could be estimated, (bat would 
not enhance the value of Dr. jftmef'i 
discovery, if tried by it. If consider* 
ed with reference to the national bene- 
fits resulting from it— to the advantages 
that he mignt have derived from Ins disco- 
very, if lie had not published it to the 
world — to the effect it had in raising the 
fame, the honour, and the character of the 
country— there was no standard for esti- 
mating the merit of* any public discovery 
under which Dr. Jenner would not have a 
peculiar claim upon the gratitude and libe- 
rality of the house. It ^pperred by the 
Report, that the deaths by the small-pox 
had increased since the discovery; and 
though he^>hould uot wish to use any com- 
pulsion, or to interfere with the liberty 
that all persons shpuld have, ta acf as they 
thought most adviseable for their nWki 
health, or for that of their family, still he 
was of opinion, that persons who preferred 
the inoculation for the small-pox, should 
not be allowed to endanger the Iieafth of 
others. Such persons, in his opinion, ought 
to be confined to their houses whilst affected 
by the disease, and^iot suffered to spread 
infection through # the community. If any 
proof weie wanted of the value of the 
discovery, it would be fBund in the ready 
reception which it had met with from all 
nations, even the least enlighteued of Asia, 
where prejudices were most deeply rooted. 
It was highly gratifying too to wituess the 
zeal with which the gentlemen of fh^medi- 
cal profession, not only in the metropolis, 
but in all parts of the countjy, had promo- 
ted the interests of humanity, by adopting 
aud acting upon this important discovery. 

General Tarletonj bore testimony tothe 
value of the discovery, from the 
of the military whose lives h^tfeeii Saved 
by it. Jt was, besides, an important cir- 
cumstance, that the troops on recovery 
might leave their barracks, and others sue* 
ceed them without any danger of infection. 
Military men were said to be most fond of 
praising great conquerors, but, iu his o pi*> 
nion, this gendemau who saved the lives 
of miliiops, waj entitle^ to more pr&isjr 
than the most successful conqueror. • 
Mh Stiluses Bourne concurred 'fehtirdljr 
with the nolle lord, in tha whole of what ha 
liad advanced, but most^articularly sgj ft > 
tfce necessity there was for the adoptioJTm^ 
Somg legislative measure, ' to pre5Fg&$ 




•1011] PARL. DEBASES, July 29, 1807.— Inoculation * \c. 


diseases into large and populous 1 cities and 
towns, which irnist be the case in again in- 
troducing the inoculation for the small- 
pox. He had been informed it was the 
practice of the Small-pox Hospital, to ino- 
culate out-patients, and that those persons, 
so inoculated, were obliged to pass from 
their several lodgings and places of abode, 
lyro or three times a week, in order to be 
examined at the hospital, than which no- 
thing could, in liiS'tnind, be more calcula- 
ted to disseminate "illation, and io spread 
the ravages of that dreadful and malignant 
disorder. He hoped, therefore, sonic le- 
gislative measure would soon he adopted 
on that subject/ As to the motion no* 
tinder the consideration of the committee, 
it had his hearty concurrence. 

Mr. Hankins Browne said, h8 brlie\rd 
his hon.cfiieiid was not correct in whet hi 1 
had stated as to the Smull-pox Hospital* 
He was not prepared at ‘ the moment to 
apeak decisively on the subject, but lie 
believed, though it had formerly been the 
practice of the Small-pox Hospital to ino- 
culate out-door patients, they had not done 
so lately. ’ He. was one of the governors of 
that hospital, and be^new they weie very 
favourable to the. practice of vaccination. 
If, however, what had been stated by his 
bon. friend were, true, it would certainly 
deserve the consideration ot the house to 
put a stop U> such injurious proceedings. 
Me thought, however, there had not been 
sufficient Woiice taken of one point, viz. 
that th/s mode of inoculation was not subject 
to infection, and that therefore it was not 
liable tp^Jhe serious objections made against 
inoculation for the small-pox. M b' u this 
iubject was formeily before the hou.'**, he 
had-. vo ted for the smuikr sum ; but lie did 
iiot mean thereby to ‘confine himself to it, 
7 JiTfcfcse th^discovery should be found to be 
attended wmi those advantages which iiad 
juirce beendbiind to result from it ; m id he 
bad no doubt in his mind, but if the then 
chancellor of the excbecpier [Mr. Pit;; were 
now aliv^, and in that*bigh office, he 
would now vote for the additional sum, 
though he also had then opposed it. lie 
,could wish this- motion to be amended by 
m the insertion of the words, #u that this mode 
of ioocelation was not liable tcu infection.*' 

' . Ms. St urges * Bourne said, i 2 answer to 
last # bpn/g(W. that he iguld aasur<» 
f|P committee he was correct* iu what he 
^Pad stated as to the Small-pox Hospital, 
)? which lie shewed by a statement #of,i heir 
own, by whicli it appeared they had inocu- 
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lated 2245 persons in a year. In having Jone 
this, he meant no imputation on tberfc ; on 
the contrary, he believed, at his tyasr/friend 
who spoke last had very truly* fiientioned, 
that the governors and professors were fa- 
vourable to vaccination, and .hd hoped 
they would themselves put an end to the 
practice of iuocululifig out-patients, anti 
thereby prevent the tjfecessity'of any legis- 
lative measure unto jfriem. 

Mr. Morris said,Xhe great merit of this 
discovery was, that 4 exterminated the 
disease, whereas all othkr modes of inocu- 
lation increased it, by being liable to infec- 
tion, and it had been indisputably proved* 
that since inoculation there had been more 
deaths than before it. He thought the sum 
proposed was too small. Dr. Jenner had de- 
dicated liis whole time to it, and had he 
not succeeded, his name would have been 
a hye- word among the people, and among 
those of his own profession in particular. 

1 Je thought that lie deserved from the coun- 
try which In* had so much benefited, a sum 
of money that would enable him to live in 
a slate of ease, aliluencc, and independence, 
for the remainder of his riayr. He should 
therefore propose, us an amendment, that 
instead nf the words 10, (X>0/. those of 
2U,UbU /. be inserted. He assured the house, 
that though he had spoken vtarmly on the 
subject, he was not at all acrjuainied with 
Dr. .b nner, nor any of his immediate con- 
nexions, but was actuated by A thorough 
conviction in his own inind~ilHri tjie doctor 
was fully entitled to this additional remu- 
neiution. The lion, and learned gAt. con- 
clude d by moving his amendment. 

Sir J‘'hn St bright most cordially seconded 
the motion. 

Mr. Hubert *y»oke in favour of the amend- 
ment. He sard, he thought, iu such a case 

, this, the house should have regard to 
what had been dune in former cases of oim 
gmal discovn ics’. ]» tfjtit oi thr discovery 
of the longitude, they had ottered 20,000/., 
and he was Ot opinion, that for a more ex-, 
tensive ami uioie advantageous discovery, 
they should hot think of voting a llsser sum., 

Mr. IVilberflrctt aid, lie was one of those 
a|io, on a former occasion, had voted for 
iht?7€.ser sum, because he syisl|ed,.as far 
at they, were compatible, . Jo ac,t af the 
same tune, on the principles of liberal if y 
yjlto economy. An bon. gent, had said, that 
affiU differed from all other discoveries, ^be- 
cause it came out at once, matured and 
ripe for practices this be, believed to bo 
truly correct, for a medical ofriead of hi? 
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haci assured him, that he had received 
jpartujular account of this discovery from 
Dr. .holier 30 years before he made it 
known tfa* the public ; which shewed that 
he had not -suffered himself to be hurried 
on by any private advantage, but had 
wisely deferred bringing it forward till ii 
was in a state whifh was susceptible of 
immediate and go/ 3 nil practice. If hr 
► had brought it out ror Iris own private ad- 
vantage, he might Ypiiquestionably have 
made a fortune by it ; but he was above 
such self-in teresW'ET considerations, and, 
from the first publication of it, ho was al- 
ways desirous to instruct every practitioner 
how to proceed with the best prospect of 
•success. Dr. Jenncr him self had never vx- 
perienced any failure in his practice, 
though others had; but that was not to 
be wondered' at, when it was considered 
what vast numbers of apotlfccaries and 
-other practitioners there were throughout 
the country, and how very different and 
unequal their abilities in the profession. 
Dr. Jenner hud ^thrown the discovery at 
•once belbie the public, which had rapidly 
been conveyed to all countries, and, from 
the simplicity and perspicuity of the j«o- 
cess recommended bv him, in the short 
f pace of ten years, it had been spread to ail 
parts of Jthe habitable globe. Jt had made 
its way, «yul wa6 universally adopted in 
Tuikey, in the Kast Indies, and the irn- 
'mensedy extensive tenitories of China ; in 
all which frtftWfuwt with the most unex- 
ampled success, and had drived the lives of 
milking of people in those various popu- 
lous countries. If Dr. Jenner had a « te# 
thus generously and thrown himself on the 
Jibcraiity ot the public, be ought to be re- 
worded ; and that such reward might be 
commensurate to his me 4 .' it, he should 
bo for l he larger sum, and support the 
qjncndrnent ; but, if it should meet tie? 
approbation of th6 committee, he owned 
he would r^tlieV prefer a farther amend- 
ment of his own, and propose, that an an-. 
m*ity of 1000/. should be voted, in addition 
to the sum of 10,000/! in the original mo- 
tion of that evening. J lis reason for tl 
was, that jn consequence pf this discove 
having become so universally known a( 
adoptgd. Dr. Jcmier laid become y peiKj 
of great fame and character a{?rirad. ‘ 
man was so much or so speedily £nqui 
for*by foreigners, on tlioir arrival in t 
count ly ; no # man more sought after, 
was, of course, # under the udccssily of 
being accessible to thorn ; and it was 
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sible to be without incurring consider- 
able ex pence. This annuity, in addition 
to the sum originally moved for thi^ven- 
jjigi would enable him to enjoy, through 
life, his country's grateful sense of the Be- 
nefits derived from his labours and his ta- 
lents. He had, by dedicating so much of his 
time to divulgiiig his discovery in the most 
extensive way, lost his practice at Glouces- 
ter ibid at Cheltenham; and he begged 
gentlemen to recollert, that when -this sub- 
ject was formerly before the house, it had 
been said that l5r. Tenner. would be able to 
compensate himself by his practice ; but 
the contrary had actually been the fact, and 
be had made the practice so universally 
and so clearly known, that he was frequently 
less consulted in town than many others. 
Dr. Jenner generally attended his (Mr. Wil- 
berforce's) children ; but on onj or two 
occasions, when riiere was thought a neces- 
sity of applying for medical assistance, and 
Dr. Jenner was not immediately in the 
way, he had instantly sent to another per- 
son, without any apprehension of his not 
being completely acquainted with the whole 
s ystci j 1 . Under these c i re u n> s ta nces, lie would 
vote for the larger sum, but should prefer 
bis own plan of an4fffnuity. 

Mr. Wmd.inm approved highly of the 
system of vaccination. Although np coun- 
try could gfte too much as a reward for 
such a benefit, yet there ought to be li- 
mits. In the present case, it was the mis- 
fortune of the inventor, that the extent and 
\alue of his discovery was so great,' because 
the magnitude of that extent ancr value, 
rendered it diffii alt to determine how ifiuch 
lie merited, lie should vote fortifc larger 
bum of 20,000/. and principally from taking 
a view of the subject totally neglected bv 
tho&e wlio had spoken ^efore him. These 
right hpn. members had forgotten tbat^4»w^* 
tendency of the vaccine inoculation was * 
to exterminate the small-pox completely, 
rind thus to free man hind from the most 
dreadful scourge iiillijted by the hand of 
Heaven. • 

I’ lie Chancellor Exchequer thought 

it material trj state; that an pnnuity could 
not be voted^urttliout tlje previous form of 
oi^he whins house, or with- 
ge from bis majesty. Jndar* 


a conun jiU 


^deration of tfce subject, he 
sum originally propose? was 
;l-t to be voted. He*£<?nnne£^l 
care taken by the Speaker to di8$e-%V, 
ruinate ^lic conviction of .the established ^ 
autkrnticityof this discovery) by cauvmgMi 



— $ 


Mr* W. Smith moted for the admj&ion 
into the clause of a proviso that it would 
not extend to Norwich* , „ 

After some observations by Mr. Whit- 
bread, this motion waft negatived without a 
division*— A long discussion then took 
place on the question, “ that the above 
clause so amended, st£nd part of the bill 
which terminated, in la division: For the 
clause 23 ; against it ^0 ; majority 7- 
Mr. Whitbread th& declared his inten- 
tion of abandoning the bill for the present 
session, and the chairman left the chair. 


10*15] PARL. DEBATES, July 30f ISO 7 .—Complaint rcrpctting the Toole Writ. [tOfS 

extraordinary pumber of copills of the re- 
port of the college of physicians to be 
pcrfftgd, and to be judiciously distributed 
through the country. He again defended 
the originally proposed vote, as most rea- 
sonable and proper. 

Mr. IV. Smith thought, that in order to 
constitute the grant or reward, the expen- 
ses Dr. Jenner had been at ought to be 
previously paid. Dr Jenner could prove, 
that he had expended more than the ori- 
ginal sum voted to him, iif propagating the 
discovery, before the vote had passed. 

He cited from a Madrid gazette of October 
last, an account of the honours done to a 
medical persou, sent to communicate the 
vaccine inoculation in all the foreign pos- 
sessions of Spain, upon his return from hib 
mission. lie cited reports from various 
parts of* the f world, staling the success of 
Vaccination, particularly m our Indian pos- 
sessions. He trusted that under these 
circumstances, the larger reward would be 
voted. 

Mr. Wkithrcaj. maintained the propriety 
of voting the larger sum. He was the 
tnore particularly interested in recommend- 
ing this discovery te, Remuneration, as it 
had contributed infinitely to the relief of 
the poor, in whose cause he was now par- 
ticularty engaged: If this opportunity of 
conferring an adequate reward shquld be 
passed by, it would never return. 

Mr. Fuller also supported the enlarged 
motion. He thought something ought to 
"be d^ne to prevent inoculation for the 
small-pox, otherwise tl\e discovery would 
not have »ts full effect. 

After a few words in support of the 
larger grant, from Mr. Baring, Mr. Rose 
jun. and sir C. Pole^ the house divided : 

“jer the larger gi4nt 6() ; l or the smaller 
A7i Majority 13. * 

[Poor Relief Bill.] Mr. Whitbread 
moved tbd* order of the day for goifjg into 
a committee on the Poor’s Relief bill. — 

On the clause relating to Settlement, acon^ 
versatioa took place Aptwten Mr. Morris- 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

v Thursday , July 30. 

[Minutes.] The Irish Insurrection bill 
went through the committee, and was re- 
ported. Lord Kingston rose to observe, 
that he felt it incumbent on him to take no- 
tice of a misrepresentation which had gone 
abroad in a morning paper, of the few re- 
marks die had made in the course of the 
debate on the second reading of the Irish 
Insurrection bill. As he did not imagine 
such a misrepresentation could be inten- 
tional, he should take no advantage of any 
privilege the house might possess of calling 
the printer to the bar, but he wished it to 
be understood, that he meant not the least 
disrespect to the magistrates of the county 
of Sligo. What he pointed vo was, the 
case of a person in the county of Wexford, 
who, during the late rebellion in Ireland, 
had a halter round his neck/* and was ac- 
tually on the point of being hanged. 


Mr. Whitbread, Mr.^iller, Mr. Calvert, 


“ 


HOUSE OF COMMONS* 

Thursday , July 30. 

[Complaint respecting the, Poole 
Writ.] Mr. William Spurrier, on the mo- 
tion of coloneiWood, was brought to the bar* 
where he received the following reprimand 
from the Speaker, and was ordered bts 
discharged out of custody, paying his fees : 

“ William Spurrier*; Complaint having 
been made, that the execution of tin 
last writ of elec’ion for the town fend 


Mr. D. Gicftly, Mr. W. Sirfith, Mr. Pole! 

Carew, Mr. Ros f n Mr. S. bob rue, and the 
c Solicitor-General. '' t i # if* tot^h 

M*sr S. Bourne proposed t^aflihe blank" 1 } evidti 
should be filled up with the/ wfcrJs t Men f 
,/years /'^instead m “ five/' f \ f mrf) 
Whitbreal was willing to ad^rit the r 
Tf introduction of “ seven years/'— divi- 
* sion ensued; for the len years 33, against 
i it 25 i majority ; c , 


county of the town of Poolfc had bee" 


unduly delayed, several persons have 
l i been examined at the bar of this house 
F totHiing that transaction, and by their 
} evidence the* writ has been traced into 
If your hands. Upon your own examinu- 1 
V 1 tion it has appeared, although not with- 
out marfy endeavours at concealment on 
11 your part, that you procured the writ 
“ and detained it for a long period of time, « 
‘ 4 *fmn motives of undue favour and par- 
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44 lialfcy, to the hindrance of that* election, 1 
44 and Mi breach of the privileges of this 
44 house. • That such misconduct might 
44 not go altogether unpunished, you were 
44 thereupon committed to the custody oi 
44 the serjeant at arms; and if this house 
44 has forborne, upon thi# occasion, to 
44 press upon you wifh any greater seve- 
44 rity, it has* not been because it deemed 
4t your offence to be light or venial; but 
44 because, having in re contemplation to 
44 prevent the like offence in future by 
44 other measures/ it has thought that 
44 any further severity of punishment in 
44 your instance, for the purpose of exam- 
44 pie, was become unnecessary. And now, 

44 your petition having shewn that you eif* 

4 * tertain a proper sense of your own mis- 
44 conduct, this house has, in compliance 
44 with its prayer, directed that you be dis-j 
41 charged ; and you are discharged accord- 
44 in^ly.”-— The above reprimand was^rder- 
ed, ncm. con. 9 to be entered in the journals. 

[East-India Company’s BonpsBill.] 
On the motion forThe third reading of this 
lull, 

Mr. Crcerey said, when he formerly ex- 
pressed a wish that the further progress"in 
this bill should be postponed, he did so 
because the necessary accounts were* not 
then all On thd table. They had since been 
produced, «uid they were by no moans cal- 
culated to satisfy him, that the company 
had any pr ospe ct ot being able to produce 
a revenue wmch&nould at any time greatly 
exc eed their expenditure, or such as would 
enable them to provide for the payment of 
these Bonds. It appeared to him, that 
there was even on the accounts 180 .>- 6 \ a 
deficiency of £, 000,000/. lie had heard 
»ii lion, member, adirector of the company, 
(Mr. Grant) talk of a residue of nearly 
1,000,000/. He saw, indeed, on looking 
accounts^ a balance in one place 
of (i00,000/. but m this view of the case, 
the interest, of the debts due by the com- 
# panv were not provided for. Calculating? 
on this and the otlieg expenccs, there was 

delicieitcy for the year 1 305-6 of nearly 
two millions, and for the preceding year A 
t, <>00,000/. lie was therefore more than 
ever confirmed in the opinion, that the.re 
wa'i*iMi impossibility in supposing that 

• company could ever have a* ne^ sur 
revenue, ou should ever be able to pro 
for their de^ls abroad and at •home. Jtfs* 
however, it was admitted by the hoiffdi- 

• rector and by the chancellor of the exche- 
quer, that .7.0 claim could lie against* the 
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public on Account of the bonds now to be 
issued, or any other debts of the company ; 
and as it was understood that an enqekv 
into tbe state of the company's affairs wa^ 
to take place early in the next session, if 
the East-India company could borrow mo* 
ney in the way proposed, he should not 
object to it. 

Mr.,i 2 . Dun das contended, that by pro* 
perly analysing tbe accounts on the table, 
the hon. member would have found that 
the Accounts for 180 ^ 6 , instead ofadefi- 
ciency, produced a surplus of 800 , 0 Q 0 /« ; 
and by a necessary attention to thq ex- 
penditure, be had no doubt it would proj 
duce such a surplus as would be suffidBnt 
for a speedy liquidation of their debts. 

Lord Folkestone declared, from all the 
attention Tie had been able to pay to the 
subject, <th at the deduction drawn by his 
hon. friend (Mr. Creevey), not that of the 
right hon. gent, opposite, was correct. 

General Tarleton said, be had it in charge 
from his constituents to oppose the bill; 
and particularly to oppose the renewal of 
the company’s exclusive charter which, 
when it came before the house, he should 
feel it his duty to dp~ 

Mr. JVkitbrcadrfhought that the weight 
of testimony was at present against the 
company. If, however,«an hon. member 
of the board of controul (Mr. Johnstone), 
whom he now saw in his place, would join 
his testimony to that of the gentleman at the 
head of the board, as to the state of the 
company's affairs, and the probability of a 
favourable issue, he should be satisfied; at 
least it would go far to make JynjL credit 
the statement of the right hon. gent.(Mr. R. 
Dundas.)— The bill was then read a third 
time. On the question that the bill do 
pass, Mr. W. said, tha% observing the l ion. 
gent. whom he alluded, bad p re serve - m 
determined silence, be mustfobject to tba 
passfeig of the bill. * 

Mr. Johnstone felt himself extremely flat- 
tered by tbe appeal •made to him by the 
hon. gent, opposite. Gentlerpen, how- 
ever, would recollect that he had always 
been impressed with a gloomy opinion on 
this subjecj/^ He confessed he 'did not at 
t took to thf future situation 
any Avitli a sanguine eye* By 
|iid economy, he thought much 
one; but jjfe comp any ought, 
uld not, expect a great wWi'i 
tional revfpue. As much was alreadffjpil 
drawn •from their (territories, as could bp 
expected. J Jt was therefore to economy 
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principally they were to look for a change 
in their affairs. As to the support to be 
to the inclination of his constituents, 
‘‘len years hence, by thehon. general (Tarle- 
4on), he could only say, he hoped the lion, 
general would, at the expiration of that 
period, continue their*rcpresentative. But 
at the same time, he had no hesitation in 
declaring it to be his fixed opinion, that the 
preservation, of our empire in that quarter 
p[ the globe depended on the preservation 
of the company. 

The following will be found a more cor- 
rect report of the Speech of Mr. Grant, on 
second reading of this bill, than the 
given at p» # 833. 

Mr. Grants in reply to Mr. Creevey,$airl he 
♦had often, when Indian subjects were before 
the house, expressed his readiness to go into a 
iull investigation of those subjects, and of 
the compahy’s affairs, \provided only that 
the investigation were to be conducted not 
■by party prejudice, but with fairness and 
impartiality. No subjects more required 
to be treated dispassionately and without 
^aggravation. To consider them in any 
other way, must be productive of mischief, 
rather than of beneij^, yfet he was sorry to 
observe that the hon/gprit. (Mr. Creevcy) 
-bad indulged himself in statement* which 
appeared chargeable with exaggeration, and 
,to. be in some points the result rather of 
ignorance than of knowledge. With re 
ftpect to the desire sjiewn of passing this 
IhII through the house, before the accounts 
of thtfclndian budget could come under con- 
sideration, it arose merely from an expec- 
tation Jhat the. session would be a very 
. abort one. The Indian accounts of the two 
{last years had not been long in the posses- 
. feiQu of the court of d. rectors, and the lion. 
ge nt, himself ou^it 4 to know from expe- 
* ■■"Hjwiice, the difficulty of such an arrangement 
«>i'tho«e iiurtffrous documents as should put 
them in state for the considcrajKon of 
the house. The fact was, that tvitli all the 
diligence that could bo exerted, it was* 
found impracticable to phicc them on ti c 
table in a printed state, beam* the time at 
winch it was* necessary to proceed w illi the 
preheat fall. Tim papers lie first year 
- he Imped would-be laid bafaie tlVifeutuc to ~ 


sen t application of the company to /parlia- 
ment . The prospective account of thqse home 
receipts a ridpaymients, from March 1807 to 
March 1S03, laid before the'liouse last ses- 
sion, shewed a deficit of about 2,200,000/. 
It was to provide for this deficit that the 
company applied, npt for auy grant of 
money, as might beiniscunceived from the 
hon. gentleman's mode of speaking, but for 
leave to issue bdnds, to the amount of tvA> ■ 
millions, instead or raising that sum by an 
increase of their capital stock, to which 
stock they had alieady a power from par- 
liament to add two millions, equivalent to 
nearly four millions sterling. But though 
they possessed this power since the year 
*797, they had declined, and still wished 
to decline using it, because during war 
stock must be funded to a disadvantage and 
therefore money procured in this way would 
cost them* a higher rate of interest than 
they ‘would pay on their bonds, besides 
entailing on their affairs an additional 
amcuht of capital* of which they could not 
hereafter divest themseives, whereas they 
could pay off their bonds whenever it suit- 
ed their affairs. And this also furnished an 
argument against the bon. gent/s reason- 
ing, because bonds could only obtain a 
loay during the pleasure of the holders, 
who might claim payment whenever they 
thought fit. This was therefore a case 
different from any of the former applications 
of the company, alluded to by the hon. 
gent., — lor the compari^Tftie asked fur 
no extension of credit, they asked men - 
ly to be allowed to raise by bouil pa. t vL 
that sum which they already pos.sc*s.'ii a 
power to raise by stock, and which they 
could now raise by stock, if they thought 
ill. The lion. gent, had endeavoured to 
shew that ill power to raise mure slock 
had been given to the company as a com- 
mutation lor raising more money by bonds, 
which according to him they were unable 
In do, even whin the issue, of bonds waft 
under two millions: but here he was cn- 
tjfdy mistaken, fur the application of £h« 
company for that power to increase the / 
stock, appeared frptn the journals to have 
rv- mafic on I his gcncial ground, a that 
of the petitioners required 


ju l/chwie; the af fans of tut* petitioners required a 

day t *fchose of the sccondSvcre fihrij itftc A permanent advance of a considerable 
forwardness, mid would foll/wt in tiVfy/ ‘4 sum ( hf .money beyond what they could 
<h*fs; biff, if tlu\ bill were td wait fur i.dse under the powers thpn vested in 

^T&Wussion of llicnri, the objecipn^oie/f by ‘^Sliifin by- law, and the petitioners con- 
j* it might be defeated. Tht.-cAr -re beside*-, “ teivcd that the money so wanted by them 
♦ .dyeuinenls already before the yoilfi',*' hich “ should he raised by an increase of the 

.jiptflkieutly thiweij the giouufi of the pic- “ cnpital Block.” The comp.tyy, moreover* 
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as. would be seen by their annual accounts, 
were empowered and able to raise 3 millions 


by bonds. The bon. gentlemen had stated 
that the estimate for 1807 - 8 , shewed a loss 
by their commerce of above two millions. 

This was a very gross error. There was no 
loss on their commerce, but a gain. The 
account was not a statement of profit and 
loss, but a pitapective estimate of ex pen- 

• diture, aud of ways and means for the en- 
suing year. The deficit exhibited deter- 
mined nothing as to, the general result oi 
the company ’b .affairs ; only the expected 
receipts and expected payments in one 
year. And the deficit arose not from their 
commerce, but from the remittance of 
large supplies of goods and bullion in threP 
successive years, 1803, 4 , arid o, to I ud in, 
for rhe purposes of investment, and liquida- 
tion of debt, which remittances had bcc.ii 
applied in a great degree 4o defray the ex- 
pen ces of the wars in which the coiftpany 
had come to be involved in India, without 
their orders, and contrary to their wishes. 

On account of these wars too, the returns 
of investment from India were less than 
usual, and from the state of the conti- 
nent of Europe, had come to a worftc 
market than usual, the company’s ware- 
houses being now stocked with goods„for 
which if there <had been a ready sale, time 
enough to uieel their exigencies, the pie- 
sent application for power to raise money 
by bonds, might not have been necessary. 

With respecT io That part of the Indian 
debt which the hon. ge nt, called a floating 
debt, and by which it appeared he meant 
the part claimable in England, or the de- 
cennial and optional loans, though it was 
undoubtedly a very serious considera- 
tion, it could not come suddenly and all 
at once upon the company.* The first of 
the decennial loans was two millions, and 
3 ^ due till 1810. Ti^e optional loans bear- 
ing'tiie large interest of India and not be- 
ing transferable to England at a high rate of j 
gxchange, were not likely to be transferred 
thither in a mass, an^ before there was a 

Ijjto vision made for their payment. At the 
same time, nobody coi^euded that it was 
not of the greatest importance to the com- 
pany, that some plan should be adopted 
for tti* liquidation of life Indian debt, ...... 

• though it was not then the moment t<£ ert I disc 
ter into that subject. The debt vv£s rn<Jr*&utt< 
ipofls, and. the great difficulty -with whijjtf 
the company had to struggle. — But it Kad 

» notattaiued its present alarming height 
by nieasures ..for which the directors were 


.• y 


responsible . 0 As to the failure of expecta-* 
tions, formerly held out by a*noble lord at 
the head of the ludian department, it ^49 
fair to the . company to say that those ex** 
pectatious were stated to be on the suppo-' 
sition of a permanent peace, and were de- 
feated by the long European war which 
followed the French revolution, aud by 
successive wars in India, all which had en- 
tailed prodigious expences on the company 
both at home aud abroad. The return of 
peace in India however, certainly afforded 
hope that the present embarrassments of 
the company would be but temporary; for 
considerable retrenchments in the expendi- 
ture were now going on in tatf!fr%inder the 
administration of sir G eo^^r Barlow (vjiose 
conduct in adoptiiig^flfepacific system of 
lord Cornwallis, after having before ac- 
quiesced :n the foreign policy gf lard, 
Wellesley, Mr. Grant defended against thte 
observations of lj/r. Creevey) and the ad- 
vices fi om thence held gut the expectation 
of a surplus of revenue after defraying alj 
charges and the interest of the debt. 
That the peace of India would be perma- 
nent, Mr. Grant said he had not taken 
upon him to assert ^ Ke had spoken ot 
u hat might be hffped for if peace con- 
tinued ; and as to its continuance, though 
undoubtedly the native powers must have 


been greatly* alienated lroiu us by the 
course 6 f policy and war which the British 
government had recently pursued there,, 
and they might then be far more ready, 
udder new and encouraging circumstances, 
to act against 'us, yet at present ttyey 
shewed no disposition 10 break with us, and 
were indeed reduced in means. W^lsohad 
professedly resumed a pacific system, aud our 
manifesting a determination to persevere 
in it might have a tfcu^ency to conciliate 
them.— |Dr. Laurence having in his speed?** 
insinuated that Mr. Grant hacUncOnsistent- 
ly departed from the langu&gcNkeld in the 
thiid report of the directors, aud the opi-* 
nionshe had given in that house respecting 
the measures of ford Wellesley, J^r. Grunt 
replied that he was no' party to the third 
report, hot having concurred* in it zior ha- 
ving been a member of dthe court when it 
was brought foAvard ; aim as to the latfe m 
measures jAlndhf, when they camo-to be 
discussed, m would be foifod he had not 
uttered' his ^itiments rejhrding.'tljgm. . * ^ 


LORDS. **' * 

riday^. July 31* *• • 

[Irish I^uuaecrrog Bill.] 
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question for the third reading of this bill, a 
number of amendments, similar to those 
offered in the house of commons, were 
proposed by lord Holland, earl Fitzwilliam, 
end the duke of Bedford. After much 
discussion, they were-all negatived. 

The Duke of Bedford moved to limit the 
duration of the bill to one year and two 
months, after the commencement of the 
then next session of parliament, instead of 
two years and six months after the com- 
mencement of the then next session of par- 
liament, as expieestd in the bill. The 
noble duke thought that a bill conferring 
such extraordinary powers should have as 
short a d^stigp as possible. 

. Loru 'llailiesbury thought, that the 
knowledge that r.v»ch a bill existed, and 
that the powers conferred by \jl might be 
called into action, would do much to re- 
press fcnd keep down V spirit of disturb- 
ance. With this view W the subject, re- 
gretting as he did, the necessity that ex- 
isted for such a measure, he still thought 
that the longer period was preferable ; nor 
did he see any reason to expect that the 
causes which produced the necessity for 
this bill would cease to operate within the 
Shorter period propOSsj by the noble duke. 

Lord Holland , viewfng as he did the 
State of Ireland, and with the sentiments 
which” he had Constantly avowed with rr- 
I ppeci to the causes of that unfortunate situ- 
ation of affairs in Ireland which led to the 
necessity for the present bill, could not 
help pressing upon the attention of their 
lordships the great importance of discus- 
sing the affairs of Ireland in parliament, 
and of endeavouring to come to those con- 
clusions which might, by removing the 
causes of grievance, prevent the necessity of 
vecurring to such measures as the present. 

could not, therefore, but be- a warm . 
friend to feg,uent discussions of* his sub-«j 
ject. H^/Zhought that every opportunity 1 
.Should be taken of recurring to it, and 
therefore he supported the amendment 
moved by his noble friend, in order that 
this important fubject might again come 
under the consideration of parliament at an 
earlier period ifyui it otlretVise could do, 
according to ttim term of ^ration expressed 
Jntlj^bill. • I ^ •_ * 

llie Duke/)f Mnntrose d< 

* £ 9 GPt ft! scussiras of this 
' * cottld ao no possible good, 
only tended to 
lion amongst t^e peop! 

|d of shortening the d 



bill, he, on the contrary, would liable voted 
for extending it. Parliament always having . 
the power of repealing it if the necessity 
which now' existed for it should cease. 

Lord Sidmouth was inimical to giving a 
long duratiou to bifls of this nature, but 
from the situation of Ireland, he believed 
the term of duration^ expressed in this bill, 
to be necessary. lie was decidedly hostile 
to frequent discussions of this subject as , 
tending to excite iy^tation in Irelund. 

Karl Grosvcnor supported the amend- 
ment, conceiving fnfrq the nature of the 
clauses, that the bill ought to have the * 
shortest possible duration. 

Lord Mulgravc would rather have agreed 
£o extend the duration of the bill than to 
shorten it ; convinced, as he Was, of its 
necessity, and, at the same time, that it 
was always m the power of parliament to 
repeal it an case that necessity ceased. — 
The ^imendmenf was negatived, and the 
bill read a third time and passed. 

« - 

HOUSE OF U'M.iMONS. 

Friday , July 31. 

[Ihisii Protf.staxtChurcii.] SirJ. 
Newport enquired if any step was intended to 
be taken by his majesty's ministers, founded 
on the returns which had beeu made of the 
state of the established church in Ireland ? 

He had the authority of the primate and 
metropolitan of all Ireland/ for stating 
that there werp, in one diocese, no less 
than 10 parishes withou4»&t£burch, without • 
a glebf-house, .without, in short, any sort 
of residence for the clergyman, and with- 
out any probability thaj there would short- 
ly be any dwelling erected for that purpose. 

It was known that his majesty's late minis- 
ters had entered into a serious considera- 
tion of lho*£ circumstances; and, if lie 
was not given to understand that the pre- 
sent ministers intended to make some ma- < 
terial alteration in that respect, he gSve 
notice that he would, early in the next 
sessions, submit to phrliambnt, a proposi- 
tion on that head. * 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer assured /4 
the right bon, baronet, that it was the it. < *1 
tention of his majesty's present servants to 
turn their attention to the state of the 
church in Irelqnd, as soon as they l\pd be- 
r/ recat*ed fre-|(ore them such documents as migh\ autho- 
'ibject, whichjgyze them to take any step towards the* 
t on the eofSKaccsanplishment of so desirable an object. 

* AJ present, however, he had not in his 

hands such returns as bethought necessary, ^ 
p/evious to bis endeavour to remedy the . 


Ejdl-S spirit of 
of Ireland, 
ration of the 
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evil oP which the right hon. baronet com 
plained. 

[State of Ireland.] Mr. Sheridan gave 
ootice f that he would, on Friday next, sub* 
suit to the house a motion relative to the 
general State of Ireland. 

The CkahceUor of the Exchequer expres- 
sed a desire to be informed, what was the 
particular object which the right hon. 
gent, had in contemplation ? It might for 
the present suffice if thp right hon. gent, 
would state, whether ‘'his attention was 
meant to be dircgtdft towards the civil, 
ecclesiastical, dr military state of that part 
of the united kingdom, as by that means 
tie might be prepared to meet the subject. 

Mr. Sheridan said, that he had not the 
least unwillingness to satisfy the right hon. 
gent, as far as the rules of the house would 
permit him at present. His ‘intent was to 
submit to the house the proposition of a 
strong pledge, that they would, egrly in 
the next session, enter into an enquiry as 
to the causes of that discontent which was 
said to exist if!**/ reland, and upon the 
rumour of which the house had been indu- 
ced to adopt that strong measure, the Irish 
Insurrection act, which would shortly, .no 
doubt, receive the sanction of both houses 
of parliament. 

[SubsjdieSj to Prussia and Sweden, 
&c.] On the motion of the chancellor 
of the exchequer, the house resolved itself 
into a committee of supply, to which his 
majesty’s nwwsages, and several other pa- ; 
pers, were referred. , 

Mr. Secretary Canning , in moving the 
house to grant the sums which were the sub- 
ject of his majesty’s messages, should con- 
tent himself with stating shortly, that the 
first sum of 30,000/. was the same which had 
already been made (Tie subject of a commu- 
nication from his majesty in March last, 
tjjuid which had been suffered to lie ovet 
wftn'SUt being made good, iu order that an 
opportunity might be afforded of a fuller 
view of what should be necessary to be 
"pipposed. The message be had brought 
^ dOwu the;other day, divided itself into two 
Sparta. One, the measure of subsidizing an 
increased number of Swedish troops ; the 
other, the advance to Prussia, and the pro- 
pose treaty of subsidy .with that power. 

, The arrangement with Sweden, though it 
was thought a fact proper to bis communi- 
cated to pafliament, and though payment* 
might com* to. be made upon it, y pi as 
none had yet been made, and as no vote, 
was* to be callecl for this night, he should 
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not enter. into further than to state, that 
in May last, in consequence of a determi- 
nation to make a concerted effort with the 
aid of Prussia, Russia, and such assistance 
as could be afforded from this country, it 
was thought adviseable to push the exer- 
tions of Sweden as far as the resources of 
that country would afford. Previous tt> 
that time, while there was no appearance 
of any service being rendered in that quar- 
ter by the power qf Sweden alone, no 
augmentation of the Swedish troops was 
thought of. Rut when the king of Prussia 
agreed to furnish 10,000 men to act iii 
Pomerania, when a Russian detachment al- 
so was expected in that quarter, and when 
it was iu contemplation Joselh^^ forpr 
from this country, j^wrangemfSlirwas 
made for jjringiny^mto action a Swedish 
force of i 6\000 men instead of 12,000 
belore employed/ The adcjitiortal 4000 
Inen were to be fijTrnished at rather a cheap- 
er rate than the terms of the former sub- 
sidy. As no^noney had yel been paid, in 
consequence of this addition, and us the 
utmost that could become payable in this 
year could be no more than 40 or 50,000/. 
which would be fully covered by the vote of 
credit passed acco to custom, he did not 

think it necessary to look further into this 
point, being prepared to give any explana- 
tion that might be demanded. With regard 
to ihe.advanccs to Prussia, in consequence 
of the urgeucy of affairs on the continent, 
the advances in money, notwithstanding 
they might be authorized by the message in 
March, would, not have been mad^ if the 
exigency of the pise could have admitted 
of waiting for the conclusion o^he treaty 
then in contemplation. When the treaty 
was made, however, it was stipulated that 
the two sums of 80,000/. and 100,000/. 
should^be deducted frifcn the first pawnqjjJ^ 
of the! subsidy, and tV amount of the”* 
arms from the future paym^fts. Unques- 
tionSbly, the objects of the trettywere of a 
large dxtent, and the subsidy of a large 
amouut, if the contingencies on which it 
was to take effect had happened* and if the 
events that had arisen had not put an end to 
the engagetxlei4s, and left rife the charge of 
making goooViiese adtapees. The arms 
pppfiM from tne offices to which* 
belonged, and the Yftpence 
out, would bS^coraed»by tlje 
l; allthaypbuld mha^pesfeaty . 
r ise to voteofcpjul^ 


had 

that* char] 
when mai 
vote of cre< 
therefol 
be t^e su 1 
jesty, tki 
3 U 


fvanced to his Prussjj 
tcount Of the urgency ofjj 
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on the continent; which be moved ac- 
cordingly. 

Lord H, Petty had no objection to the 
motion. The first advance had been made 
fey the government to which he had the ho- 
nour to belong. While these advances were 
intrusted to the management of such safe 
bands as those of lord Hutchinson, the 
public '"might rely with confidence on ha- 
ving its interests fully guarded ; for,* along 
with the military enterprize that belonged 
in so high a degree to that distinguished 
person, there were tlSnded in his character 
a caution and a prudence which afforded a 
perfect assurance of the safe and judicious 
V |exerciseo£ discretion reposed in him. 
'Vlt^'^pect tc/^be additional engagements 
with Sweden, he nc^jio objection to them, 
if they could be brmlgfit to answer any 
purpose^ of practical utility. But when 
these engagements should come to be made 
the ground of a vole, it Would be proper 
to enquire how far there existed the means 
of carrying them into effect'en the part of 
his Swedish majesty, who, he understood, 
had not completed the first force of 1 2,000 
he had stipulated to employ in Pomerania. 

Lord Castlereagh assured the noble lord, 
that at the time of^ >ncluding the addi- 
tional engagement, the force serving at 
Stralsund exceeded the 12,000 men stipu- 
lated in the other treaty. 

Air. JVhitbread wished to know, whe- 
ther the stipulations of the treaty with 
Prussia would be laid before the house. 

Mr. Canning said, he did not see how 
such a communication could with propriety 
be ‘made by his majesty's ministers. It, 
howevfer^he bon. gent, wished particular- 
ly for information on the subject, he might 
move for it, and the ho,use would then de- 
termine whether it ought to be granted. 
*© Por his own part^e regretted, as .much as 
the hon. geet,*that the treaties rj&uld not 
with propr^fy be laid open, for he vvjshed 
the conduct of the present go\crirne»t to 
be enquired into. ( They were vfell cou- 
' vincefl of the propriety and policy of their 
measures, and proud of what they had 
don£. In bqtb instances the advances bad 
been made in cases of and pressing 
emergency, an Wormed vp\y a small part 
° of the subsidy which was to ha*? fotn puid 
in consequence of the treaiiat, had they 
been cogMfe ted. r 

^ MiV'lKJFi/^rradHovisidered I, as very im- 
portant, that every ; mefc^ sloufol be af- 
Wprded?of judging of thne contfn, fetal policy, 
^ptr which hjs majesty's niinistjrrs promised 


so largely, and iu which they were rbady to 
pledge the country so deeply. For it was 
stated expressly, that the 10,000/. advan- 
ced, was part of a much larger sum, which 
would have been to be paid if the treaty 
bad taken place. r iVis led to the question 
of the policy of making so large an engage- 
ment. Know ing the situation in which the 
king of Prussia was at the time when the 
arrangement was* made, it was matter of 
desire to know what/were the particulars of 
the arrangement. It might, perhaps, be 
possible to frame a mdtion so as to get at the 
treaty, or at least the^substance of it. By 
considering the policy of what ministers had 
done in framing that treaty, it would bn 
possible to judge of the policy of what they 
would have done if a larger opportunity 
had been afforded to them, and of their 
general views and general policy with re- 
spect to the continent. 

Mr- Secretary Canning was still of opi- 
nion, that the treaty itselfcould not possibly 
be laid before the house ; but it was com- 
petent to the hon. gentutu frame a motion 
for any information he might wish for; the 
bouse would exercise its discretion as to the 
propriety of granting such information, and 
in the discussion the hon. member would 
have an opportunity of knowing, and com- 
menting upon much of the continental po- 
licy of Ins majesty's servants. He coukl 
assure him that there was no shyness on his 
part, or that of his colleagues, to submit 
their conduct to the judgment and investi- 
gation of the house, and they challenged 
that investigation with as full confidence 
as those who had preceded them. If the 
hon. gent, felt any jealousy at this time in 
particular, let hiui call for any information 
lie wished for. The vote now before the 
committee rested on thb same ground as the 
advance made by the late government in 
March. The only difference was, that the p 
advance then made was specific, aiv£ 
tinct in itself ; while the subsequent ad- 
vance was made in prospect of a subsidy, 
from which, if this treaty had taken effect, 
it would have beet, deducted. This ad* 
vunce might have beeti stated to the Lous* / 
as a distinct thinp) like the other ; but his 
majesty's government thought it better to 
I profess the whole truth without disguise. 
He lamented, that invincible impediments 
of form prevented the bouse from having 
the treaty before it. 

Mr. Whitbread was ready to admit that 
the right hotn gent, end his colleague*, 
aqed from the best view* they had of „whgt 
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‘ with Sweden, it was said that his Swe- 
dish majesfy bad not so many troops as his 
first subsidy bound him to fifrnish; he was 


was a jwoper course of continental policy ; 
. am) therefore he could suppose them very 
ready to give eveiy explanation that could 
be required of them. It had been stated 
on a former occasion, by a noble friend of 
his, now absent (lord llowick), that though 
the advance*of 80,000/. had been made tor 
the particular purposq^of providing for the 
defence of Si|psia, which it was politic to 
. provide for at the time, yet that there was no 
intention of entering into any engagement 
of subsidy, and that npne would be en- 
tered into without Jhdf caution which past 
experience had * shewn to be so necessary 
for the protection of the public interests. 
This 100,000/. was, in fact, part of a million 
which was to have been paid to Prussia, i 
the campaign had gone on. The house, 
which had voted away much larger sums 
for subsidies within the last 14-years, with 
so little benefit, ought to be ptyticularly 
jealous of any considerable expence that 
head now. lii* noble friend, now absent, 
had decidedly disclaimed the policy «f in- 
viting the continent-*^ powers, by the temp- 
tation of subsidies, to enter into wars in 
which they were not previously disposed to 
engage ; but finding them engaged in a waj 
for objects that concerned the common in- 
terest, the policy of assisting them with 
subsidies, granted on sure grounds and whh 
good discretion/ would lie open. But the 
first consideration in granting a subsidy was, 
what was to be got in return, and what 
possible mean&-badathe king of Prussia, at 
the time this treaty was entered into, to 
perform any service adequate to the mil- 


glad to hear from the right bon. gqpt. what he 
had ; but the means and the utility of making* 
the augmentation were still uncertain. 

Mr. Secretary Cannings though be could 
not say he was prepared to second any 
motion the hou. gent, might make with a’ 
view cq obtain information, was yetwilV 
ling to give him ev^ry possible facility 
with respect to the object he had in view. 
The advance of 100,900/. would not have 
been made, except in the prospect of the 1 
contingency on which the treaty turned, 
nor till the exigency beca me so pressing; ’ 
that it came to the alternMWSlS^etl sr^ 
the king of Prussia would^m able i 
a further sjru gglgpg^’Rot. With respect 
to the security of the due application of 
the money to servidbs not foreign 4o Bri- 
tish interests, the Javance was tnade when 
the removal of tlyrministers devoted to the 
French government, and the appointment 
of baron Harden berg to the head of the 
Prussian camnet, afforded a sufficient gua- 
rantee. As long as there was reason to 
suppose that any sums saved from the 
wreck of the Prussia^i^reasurea at Berlin, 
remained unexbaudfed ; as long as there' 
was room to suspect that any sums at the 
disposal of the # Prussian gevernmentwere 
applied to any purposes inconsistent with 
British objects ; so long all advances had 
been withheld. It was not till all these • 
objections had been removed, that British 
liberality had been extended. H# had 


lion he was to receive ? Was it not physi- further to assured the house, that till the 

: . i . i ii l • 4 .. i - l ’ . i •? : l. : 


cally impossible that he could bring into ac- 
tion a force proportionate to it ? It was ru- 
moured, moreover, he knew not on what au- 
thor it)’, that the sum tlhit had *v) ready been 
paid toPrussia inthe prospect of thissubsidiu- 
r,y service, had been expended for purposes to 
wtii&Mbis country would not willingly con 


very end of the campaign, the Jpng of 
Prussia bad had a considerable effective 
force, which lord Hutchinson stated to be 
most vigorously and*effectively employed. 
Whateveil might have ^esn the result of 
tins uufoiminate campaign^! was at least c 
a consolation to this counrhC that its 


tribute a single shilling, for the purpose of I aid hocPbfccn twice the means oTOving the 


maintaining certain establishments at Ber- 
lin, with the eftpeuces of which Buuaparte 
barged the Jung of Prussia, and for which 
Tfr'tte about that monarch had engaged him 
to pay. If the king of JJjrussia was iu a 
situation to submit to have money extorted 
from hyn by the emperor o/ France, that I of subsidy* 


gallant g|rrison of Colberg, which had) 
held out to the end of the conflict, and 
which now stood with undiminisbedhonour 
among the subjugated cities around. 

Mr. WJiitbrcod jvished to knew whether 


lord Ilutchinson^as a part^to the treaty 
HeHNished also, as it had • 


certain!/ was not a time at which this coun- 1 been sard bylsome* of the gentlemen -oh 


try ought to advance money to thfe kmg of another day, 


Prussia. He thought it would be possible 
to frame au address to his majesty, so as to 
cause Che treaty to 6e laid before the house. 
Next, % with respect to the engagements 


tineut had con 
he wished^ 
received frd 
tion, the effec 


it the situatioriaaObe con* 
unexpiMtgdljfi 
ier they haa not 
Hutchinson iuforrmi- 
which was to progn&stt- 
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£ tbe events that bed t#Vn plate. 

|> tbe proximity of Russia to her fron- 
pushed as she we* close up to it, her 
trails of iccruiting most be so convenient, 
that the aid she could derive from them 
Cpuld hpt fail to be distinctly visible . Il 
in ^hi« situation Russia was not able to 
jsiap^ a general battle, her failure must be 
t^vjQVO., Now, did the right lion. gent, op- 
posite, receive such assurances of the un- 
broken strength of Russia as to justify them 
ip delaying, as they had stated that as .the 
ground of the dc lay ifi bringing forward tbe 
measures they now urged, as essentially ne- 
cessary to the defence of the country ? 

^ Mr* Canning would not de< 

S^UMJg^weri the bon. genu's question, 
do foe ground inhabit had no reference to 
too matter in debater^&ord Hutchinson 
hjad certainly always given reason to ex- 
pect, tfiat unless cerlail things should be 
done, it was likely that L general battle, If 
juven, would be lost. It wus possible, how- 
ever* that a general bavije might be 
avoided, as the obvious and <pvo\red po- 
licy was to avoid it. Another contingency 
wiu, thfe arrival of military aid from Britain. 

The first communication the present mi- 
dieters had receifred^on entering into 
flfBce, conveyed the expectation of that 
* ipd : whether the expectation was authon 
jseci, fie knew not; but ihr aid waB ex- 
acted, and no piepaiation \\a$jroqdeto 
ajford it either by descent in a certain 
’•point, or by diversion. But instead of 
ipviqg made any piepurations to contri- 
bute ui either way, the vv/wIp of the trans 
ports in foreign service* uari been disnus 
sjed sou*: time before the change of ad- 
muiibtrtaion. Tfie other contingency put 
•by lord Hutchinson ups, th. t unless Pros 
aja should be suppoitpd by military as 
«»vieir as pecuniary aid, it woulljf be im- 
mssiblj? t Q f /2P on * Lord Hutchinson’? 
phked oyfijon was ceitainly khpeoura- 
* igtag* I>u^ taking the chance ok its being 
possible to avoicj a genet al bCttle, and 
qf supporting with pt^uirary 'and mill 
taryaia*the eflqits that remained to be 
tpadq, thefj was still room to hope for a 
different issue: his go'.ernpient 

jltjp'&ately k^pplied pSomary aid to the 
lit which it though ^rights aiVd*w^s» pre- 
* to affoid military aid far l as tliat 


unru iu umiisijr aiu t ,9 mi as moi 

* 'pb^sible. I le waj sorry to have 

* Wm ^#tptlleifoa l £g*o far [ ito tjiis discp$- 
♦ §P| in *the absent&N^of Va^lobfo lord 

(ffocviik), (if the hope of-' jfiose fyesence , ^ 

the consideration of hi! roras message I tary aid to Prussia, and of increasing the 


had been deferred till this day; hut toads** 
cession had been rendered indispensable to 
hts own vindication, and if it had turned 
out injurious to those whose interests the 
hon, gent, had particularly at heart, he* 
was not to be blamed* 

Mr. Whitbrepd did not conceive that the 
eputation of the nolfle lord, for whom he 
was particularly interested* was at ell 
brought into hazard by the discussion that # 
had arisen : but even if it were, the supe- 
rior impoitance toilje country, of bringing 
forth the explanation Jhat were so essen- 
tially necessary, would have been a prior * 
consideration with bun. It was allowed, 
that lord Hutchinson held forth but a dis- 
touraging prospect of the issue of tbe last 
campaign. But the right hon. gent* hedged 
111 some contingencies which might have re- 
tarded qr reti ieved the otherwise inevitable 
disaster. #»One thing, however, was suffi- 
cient to prove that there was no hope 
to be entertained from Russia. Driven 
back is she was to her frontier, if she telt 
still under a necessity % avoiding a gene- 
ral engagement, hei ca&e was absolutely 
hopeless . I f there were from the beginning, 
persons who entertained hopes of success, 
where he confessed he saw no prospect, 
exaggerated as every little advantage ou 
th£ side oi Rqssia was, and extenuated as 
were the successes of France j if in such a 
situation, no prospect ot success was seen* 
except in avoiding a general engagement, 
all hope was gone, Tbenydtwass&id-that 
lord Hutchinson had intimated, that there 
wqs an impression that British aid would 
be afforded on the continent. He asked 
the right hon. gent, whether, when the con-, 
test brokp out between France and Prussia, 
the latter was not at war with Great Britain 
for Hanover, whifh'fehe refused to give up, 
except it should be wrested from her by 
foice of arms. This was in November, 
Then, what possibility was there, it 

should be expedient to send a British force, 
to dispatch that force before the change in 
administration? He fuT one thought it 
inexpedient to send a British force, For, 
Russia, drawn to l>er frontiers, could r K 
make a stand $&re, no possible aid that 
British troopscould give, would avail* The 
right hot*, geut. then said, that when the 
present ministers came into oflree ’they | 
found ncT means of carrying their views of 
continental co-operation into effect* They 
came info office in April, «wb?u they im- 
mediately felt tbe necessity of sending mili- 
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Swedtlb subsidy. It was not till, thuhnUy about to bo iflbid*4t the kte tntaislrtu ' 
middle of June, however, that ‘ they hod (suffered themselves to he* duped end ee*i 
collected transports, and oven then they >joled at Paris, even far* long time after 
were collected for a different service. Now , , the commencement of hostile frfecOed inn 
they bad embarked upwards of £8,QOO men between France and Prussia, indsj'l&cSfc 
in a fortnight. If thht could be done in was one of tbe brilliant was selected tod* 
July, why might it not have been done in honour to tbe late ministers $ when fHh 
April ? When the urgency of tbe occasion military power of Prussia was about to ft* 
was felt fronUhe outset, why was not the aid crushed, after so many other powers b$4 
prompt in proportion?. He saw a great been .crushed before it, no meant wOf* 
military character (geueral Tarletoq) on prepared to avert or, repel the impending 
tbe opposite bencbesjjand he should be fate, no thought seemed to be entertained 
glad to hear what be called his military of* interposing to avert it. Then tt**r 
ideas on this point. If the preparations, ministers, who held tbemsekwsj uettfied ft* 
the want of which das now complained of, giving no aid at all, accused him and Ms 
had been kept up, 40,000/. a month would colleagues of giving their .md^oo lata, fifty 
have continued to be paid for transports, had also to state, that FrJmTftUajjlp 
and the expedition would not have sailed of the formation of JJpnreaty of 
sooner ; whereas it was now found that was not go impute** as it was thought by 
when troops were ready, transports could some. In the battle of Eylau, when Franco 
be collected at a moment's warping. This felt herself engaged with an jnemj so dif* 
went to justify the late administration, as ferent from anwshe had hitherto encooh* 
far as facts could go. tered, the Prwaian corps, under general 

. Lord Castiereagh said, the bon. ggnt. had Lestocq, hacboeen vigorously engaged, and 
touched on paints which would render it bad matecftoly contributed to tbe fortuagto 
necessary for him to go more at length into issue o^fhe day. When the treaty was „ 
the subject in debate, than he should other- concluded, the Prussian force, including 
wise have been disposed to do. Tbe hon. the garrisons in Silesia, the new levies, 
gent, in the independent comments wtich waiting for the armsmorae time before dis* 
be was very properly in the habit of exer- patched from thw country, and the 10,000 
citing, bad ou this occasion glanced on men which were to act at StraUiwd* 
matters, th£ consideration of which could amounted Jto no less •than 90,000 men* 
not be fery favourable to his right hon. Thus,, however reduced, tbe great military 
friends. He denied that by the mere acci- power of Prussia afforded yet a great ram** 
dent of lining «t war with Prussia at the nant, which it was highly police in us to * 
time the government of this country was maintain and uphold. With respect to 
justified in omitting to prepare to ward the military aid expected from this^country* 
off tbe blow, which sound policy would ne- the late ministers should have taken, care 
ver warrant it in suffering to fall upon not to suffer such an expectation to be held 
Prussia. During the whole period in out or formed ; but lord Hutchinson stated 
which tbe late ministers had suffered them- that expectation so strongly, that unless 
selves to be made^dupes a£ Paris, in nego- the d resent mfhisters were disposed to 
ciutions in which all the principles that commit what would te nothing shqrt of a 
ought to characterize statesmen were be- breami of faith, th^^could not avoid 
'*fce&aud adandoQed, it was matter of noto- sendmg the aid so expecteftC^When he and 
riety, even to persons out of the govern- biP Jplleagues came into once, however, 
meut, that*, though Prussia was nominally theyjound no means whatever of convey- 
at war with this country (for it was ns r ingthet aid. It was tvbimsical enough, theft 
Viore than a nominal war), there were dis- while the aid*expected by the Icing of Swe* 

, cussions of so angry a nature, that it was den was looked for entirely in cavalry, and * 
probable it would involve these two powers the excel fora of the Brftisb cavalry ren- 
in a war, in which Russia also would eventu- dared it naMrally deftypble where cnvalqr 
al|y participate. Under Jliese circumstances, ,co^ oat, tfihre was not a single arrange* 
tb* policy that should have marked the c&6ut toftransport that cavalry. Thor* we* . 
conduct of a wise British govesnment was but oneVavahry transpdP Hy gagu& .ftf lit 
obvious : *but the very reverse was exhi- were form curiositv^jsr in there 

cited in the conduct of tlfe late govern- migdk^whMgfflnodel ofaeawitatrMp* 
rnent. Instead of beiug prepared 'to act pgrt tMMTsefvice. The ire^ d iffliWr 
for tbe best advantage upon the opportu* that Jia® been, received by the praasnt ad- 
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» ers, expressed great diaappotnjmcnt that 
civalry had not arrived ; and yet, any 
person who knew the difficulty of provi- 
Iry tfai*sport*,beaides the time and 
ipdfc of fitting up, mast be. sensible, that 
ttkteei a supply bad been left by their pre* 
wcessors* the present ministers could not 
#Shd; or the aid sooner. He could easily 
it appear, that the total discharge of 
t l p j sjpp rb, except those necessary for home 
|prvice,we8 far from being a saving of 
«,000/. a month. Motives of economy 
might be the reason oft having no supply of 
transport*. The total dismantling of that 
department might have been contrived to 
Jljff in, withj^hg^an of finance of the noble 
eUy)Jwi!ch proceeded through 
^ttt9EHallacious ahit^Jjeing built upon the 
supposition of a condSkSsterar ej^penditure 
of 32 million, when the war expenditure 
syas, in f£c{, pi no one ye&r so little. This 
was a false economy, leading evidently to 
great apd not distant proftty? ne3B, accom- 
panied with much greater h^schief. An 
order bad been seqt by the late government 
, to the transport office, to pay ofrt#dl the 
tgsmspotts then engaged. This produced a 
representation of the great expence that 
vtould attend making all the contracts, 
jfbfhe expiration of the term's of engagement, 
vtfjbeu in a few days it would be necessary to 
tdkjif up 4 other transports for , the public 
sefvice. The mandate of dismissal came 
from the treasury, though the transport 
office properly was under the secretary for 
the wai* department, the right hon. secre- 
tary (Mr. Windham) was therefore not to 
- blame for the order, which coming from the 
treasury -war probably intended to promote 
the objects of the grand plan of fi nance to 
which be bad already alluded. The order 
Was executed so far as to dismiss all {trans- 
ports but those necessary to the com nuni- 
Cattop between G^maio and Ireland-, and 
Guernsey amfrjvrsey. The saving Tnade 
di d not aoKWOt to 40,000/. but 01 !y to 
4,000/. a" month ; and after the quanjuty of 
transport tonnage sent abroad on the dis- 
tant expedition of the right hon. gent, there 
ought to have been an increase rather than 
* diminution. Governmentvhpd received 
tiQ^OQO tons of tn*<pf*ovlft frot hs predeces- 
vappf If tbelate ministers difi tcsl 

Stbaddoti dU conDection with the dtontindnt, 
Vbajf ought tofrfte kept up a sufficient supply 
ofioaca^n '‘Then ae^tothe question, why 
exped i tionwks^ot dispatched 
teiOay, gather than in JulyVwo'ans^er 
complete state* of destjfttfufou in 


whtob the present ministers found 
selves in on entering into office, with respect 
to every preparation for a continental ex- 
pedition, rendered an earlier dispatch im- 
possible. The first thing done Was, to give 
orders to prepare transports ; but from the 
active state of ,our trade, they could not 
be sooner collected, #nd thus it had been 
impossible to send to the king of Sweden 
the aid of cavalry which we were bound to 
afford. With respect to the question of 
the hon. gent., if suefe a number of troops 
were now embarked In ,a fortnight, why 
were they not embarked before ? the answer 
was, a wise government always had its ar- 
rangements made in such a manner, that it 
could carry into effect its military enter- 
prises in so short a time, that those who 
were the objects of them would only hear 
of the preparation when they felt the blow. 
But if no preparations were left, our mili- 
tary strength could only be exhibited in an 
inert and iuactive state upon our own shores,' 
till the (deficiency should have been sup- 
plied. If the preparation* ! Ad been made, 
the military energy would have been ex- 
erted without delay. He trusted that what 
had .been done now would prove a lesson to 
every future government, a lesson not to 
postpone preparation till the moment was 
come ‘for striking the blow. If thenece6S&ry 
preparations had been left by the late minis- 
ters, the exertion might have been made af 
an earlier period, when it might have con- 
tributed to ward off whatchaeLhappened. 
Russia had expected our co-operation, and if 
the late government did not give that aid, it 
was owing to a false economy, which, for the 
object of a trifling saving, crippled the means 
of the country, at the moment when it was 
most essential to exert them. To have 
exhibited preparations fift* any considerable 
embarkation, would have obliged Buona* 
parte to leave at least 50,000 men in 
France of what since appeared on the 
tula. It was the advantage of our insu- 
lated and central positiofi, that if we had 
preparations for an expedition in or near * 
the Downs, ready to move to any quarter 
thought proper, France would be under «= 
the necessity of keetytog a protecting fared 
in Holland, in th£ Netherlands, at Bou- 
logne, and at Brest, at the same time, from 
the impossibility of ascertaining which of 
those points Was to be attacked. It was in 
ttys respect that this country, though es^ 
sentially naval, could bring its military 
power 1 to be. of great weight against 
France. The late ministers came into the, * 
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meausW making great exertions, but they we to be tperely the great bank of £qrope f j 
parted with those means apparently far no on which the different nations should be 
other purpose but that of registering. their empowered to draw in defence of their owfc 
abandonment of the continent. Whether existence ? Was that a good habit bp gi*0 
the battle of Eylau awakened them to a them ? Was not the result likely to m 
sense of their criminal omission, he could that they would make no spontanea^# 
not say ; or whether they hpd begun to be exertions ? But in asking these questions# 
fearful of falling mg> disgrace with the did he say, that subsidies ought neves tfe&fi 
whole country, lor having postponed their granted ? These were great questions of 
aid so long ; but he did find some traces national importance, and not to be decidMt 
m his office, that indicated a disposition to upon by a declamatory speech, but to the 
rouse from its guilty lg+hargy ; but nothing discussion of which the house ought; to 
like an active step had been taken to sue- come with a full kdbwledge of all the ci»r 
cour those who expected our aid. cumstances of the case. The noble lord* 

Mr. Windham complimented the noble asserted, that the late administration ought 
lord on his prudence in reserving these ex- to have subsidized and seF^dUiqms to thilfc^ 
tensive accusations for an occasion whop continent. He, on the jltherm g^ atfr 
they were only incidentally introduced, serted, that they ou ofcs to have done nek* 
and when no specific answer could be made ther the ope nof?3@*oiher more than t hey 
to them. He could excuse the temporary did do. When thpy came into office, the 
warmth with which the nght*bon. gent, season was improtwr for sending out troops, 
had laun< bed out on one of those tqpics of &nd when the proper season came, was not 
accusation ; but the noble lord bad brought such aid out o^he question ? Could it by 
forth a grand declamation, had assumed hoped, thatjAen thd mighty powers pt 
facts totally unproved, and had made state- Europe, fo^ome time poised in air, btld 
meats wholly without foundation, for the taken tbffir pitch and direction, any 
purpose of censuring the general conduct tary effort made by this country could 
of the war by the late administration. \\e avail? That the continental powers caltal 
had prudently forborne producing these forour assistance, migfit be easily supposed; 
general charges until near the close of the but when the noble lord asserted that 
session, then incidentally, when no fteply we had given assurances of asststauce^gnd 
could be given to them, having omitted to particularly # of cavalry,* all he could 
bang forward any allegations during four wa9, tjmt he did not know that sueh assu- 
mouths that he had been in power. As ranees had been given, and that he didte* 
far as he could, he would distinctly go over lieve that they had been given. This fact 
the statements of the nobl? lord. Hisfiist withdrawn, down fell the whole pile qf argu- 
general charge against his majesty's late ment which the noble lord had been erecting, 
ministers, was of supineness and abandon- “For, "said thenV)lelord,“you made nopre^ 
ment of the continent. Whether an army parations to sena assistance." #ct> true; 
ought to liave been sent at all to the con- because no assistance had been piomised 9 
tinent, whether it ought to have been sent nor was immediately m view. But the noble 
to one place or tw another— these were lord wy surprized why no show of assiS- 
grand questions of policy not to be deci- tauce Imd been made. Ifa would assure ftid 
ded immediately, or obliquely. If the gen* noble Iprd, not from erf^ornical motives 
‘Mewcp opposite had a mind to arraigu the (any nmre than the discharg£w4 transport*, 
conduct flf the late administration on this wbicH Ihe noble lord bad scrfallariouslj 
subject, in God's flame let them appoint a stated lrose irom the* decision of the late 
day for that purpose. The question was, whe- ministry to terminate all communication 
ther it would not have been ridiculous for an with thelcontineut), but from the consider* 

^ msular power, like Great Britain, to attack ation tlift in the state of I^urope at that 
the considerable armies on the continent, time, it was itoUwise to make a show, as by 
when the very next mumte, her own de- such a demmsVition ih&^fluemy would of 
fence might require the presence at home put udonl tbeifc gpard, and might hi* 
t of every soldier whom she could collect ? abl^fo r def|at objects, otherwise attainable, 

# When he said this, he did not Ineen to go When iheluoble lord Ulrafi^of finding 
•to for as to assert, that no occasion could ( 25,00(5 to the Sp ates of iTuada m4 
in hi* opinion anse, m which* such a co Prussia\hcl thp^ was so absurd, that 
operation on our part would be unadvise- was .unnrafeSry to answer him*# WHS* 4 

• able. So with tegard to subsidies, were regard tPuk aroiy/it had, in point effect* 
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in the hands of hi* majesty's late 
ijjpvmmmtetoti who bad left the regular force 
MOO i end the general force 10,000 men, 
M o n g er then what they received it from 
nelr predecessor*. ■„ Such, by tbeaecounts 
On the table, wee die increase of the army, 
from March 1806, to March 1807, from 
fhltottt causes that increase might have 
MkNiBr ' The late administration had been 
hit* attacked on their conduct, with fegard 
lo Buenos Ayres. The original expedi- 
tion to that place, though certainly not^ 
wnder the orders of tile gentlemen opposite, 
was undertaken by an officer of their 
appointment: and whose couduct had 
Line* begr-jowsifted by pretty strong marks 
SpprobJtjkm: for, having been found 
guilty by * courOtw ctial o f a very serious 
bfVenee, he had, as a rewfcr, whew fresh from 
ihe censure of that court martial, and in 
mockery of cts proceedings, been appointed 
wot of his turn to anothe^and most impor- 
^fcat command. Almost nhschievous step, 
one fraught with consciences highly 
^dangerous to the interests oKjhe navy ! 
Mjr Ibis step, however, the noble^ord and 
his colleagues recognized and adopted the 
fcttaek ou Buenos ^res, and now lie had 
3fce modesty (for he wou^d not call it hy its 
jpribper name) to accuse the late adiuinistra- 
dps #Ccloing that which, what had been done 

^Jwthout tiieir control rendered necessary. 
^Uto the transports, the noble lord said, 
that he (Mr. W.) had made a magnificent 
Statement of the many thousand tons of 
transports taken up by the late administra- 
■fhm. All his mngnificenre was this fact, 
that while his majesty^ late ministers 
parted* with the larger class of transports, 
the three months’ ship3, for which they had 
no immediate use, ami which we ic easily 
*to be got if wanted, they had taktfi up as 
mfeny as they cogld procure of coppered 
'■end sbeathei/^'ps, which were ncr to be 
obtained hurry, and in which t r sadden 
^demand created a great advance price. 
Of this last descriplron they badjieft, be 
believed, a greater numbeitthan thpy found, 
at least such be knew was the comparative 
’state of the transport service not Itrng before 
ilia quitting offic£. Utrftd Ahought il 
necessary to sa^.hus mupi, iif answer to 

* *fhe grqpd flourish of 'theioblajlo^^yffich 
•tyae calculated to make an inpressioD at 
^tMie o/^lesetsion when it jn>uld . not be 
%hly •met, and Mao h^it wan, np dbubt^j 

^dlidped would work in tbe^yMh^naring the 

# frumraer, • The country/ ho^vr^ would. 
4(p& forget that his majesty’s pirffeters' had 


been four .months in office, and hacl been 
repeatedly, but in vain, called on to bring * 
forward distinct allegations against their 
predecessors. 

Lord Castlcreagh ( said, that in affirming 
that the 9tb regiment of dragoons had re- 
turned from pursuing its destination, iq - 
consequence of the %tate of the transports 
in which they had embarked, he was not 
guilty of mis-Btafhment— they came back > 
to request copper-hptjtoms. The grand poli- 
cy of his late right Hod . friend (Mr.Pitt)was f 
that there was always, during his admi- 
nistration, every thing in readiness for the 
immediate embarkation of at least 10,000 
men ; a striking instance of that policy, 
and the good consequences resulting from 
it, was in the successful expedition of sir 
David Baird to the Cape ; whereas, on his 
coming into 'office, there was not above 
1 1 ,000 torfdage of copper-bottomed trans- 
ports.r But certainly the policy between 
the two governments was different, for the 
right lion. gent, had candidly admitted 
that his government Btfcl no inteution 
whatever of sendiug out troops to the con- 
tinent. 

« M r. Windham denied that he had ever 
made such admission ; what he had said . 
wasj that the government had then no im- 
mediate intention of sending out troops to 
the continent, and he had endeavoured to 
prove that they were then right, in, at that 
time, acting up to sueh a policy. As to 
the transports, there wa£ not a single ship 
fit for that purpose, that was rejected by 
the transport office. 

Lord Casllercagh said, that all who were 
conversant in the nature of preparing ex- 
peditions, must know that copper-bottomed 
transports, amounting to 10,000 tons r 
could embark only 4000 men. Me had 
said, that the late ministers left in employ 
'behind them but 11,000 tonnage, and 
contended that such wtft> a conclpsiv8*pfoof 
that the late governn\pnt had not then in 
idea any effort for the relief of the con- 
tinent, ' 

Mr. Windham saifl,. that if tbe.noble lord ^ 
took up transports with the same avidity 
witli which be top-up facts, the present go- 
vernment could never be deficient in tr&ns 
ports. He (Mr; W.) could not then ^speak 
from memory, and therefore he would not, , 
as the 9 notle lord bad done, throw out 
vague changes and loose assertions; but 
he. did believe that It. \v& not as the 
noble lord had so confidently stated ; and 
admitting the truth of the sfktctment* hoW * 
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it affect tbe question at 
a certain period every thing was out in due 
readiness for tbe embarkation of troops to 
the continent, uud therefore the continent 
was abandoned by thmm mister of the day ! 
This mode of arguing might be new us ar- 
gument, but not new U9 argument coming 
from the noble lord. • 

Mr. ftoje^LJeleiided the appointment of 
sir Home Puphura, which had been so 
pointedly alluded to by the right bon. gent. 
Sir Home Pophani bad been selected by 
admiral Gambier as his captain, and Ins 
right of selection was not to be disputed. 
Lord Howe had selected sir Roger Curtis, 
and that selection had given rise to no ani- 
madversion. # 

Lord /i. Pf tty said, that the animadver- 
sions oil the appointment yi sir Home 
Pophani naturally followed from what had 
been said on the other side with % respect to 
that expedition, which had origitmuM with 
a former ministry, who had been active in 
bringing forwai'4 that officer. As to the 
precedent that had been cited, he could 
not accede to it ; for he well knew that the 
appointment of sir Roger Curtis had given 
rise to very general dissatisfaction, and he 
had reason to believe that the selection of 
sir Home Popham had also given rise to 
great dissatisfaction, and he would add, that 
were not that officer now absent, on the ser- 
vice of his country, he should icel it his duty 
to submit to parliament a {notion relative to 
un enquiiy into a certain bargaining trans- 
action at the Cape, in which the expedition 
to South America had originated, and in 
which that officer was not a little concern- 
ed. The noble lord opposite to him, in his 
strictures an the late administration, had 
taken an opportunity of giving him hib 
share of the general censure? The ivnpu- 
^ tation thrown on him by the noble lord, 
v ta^Jiojild ever consider as a merit, because 
it was uh«MuipirfStton of economy. He 
should not be ashamed of having used hib 
fumble efforts to husband the resources of 
? the* country in a crisp like the present, 
^when ther# was such demand for the wise, 
and useful, and considerate application of 
them. The noble lord Opposite sboulo 
be, therefore, the less surprized if his own 
rfnan£ial propositions bad not met with the 
. •fullest approbation from one who fought 
1 too well of economy to approve of auy plan 
that* went to spoilt it.- In that case, too, the 
noble lord had qot forgotten to deal out his 
• usual imputations gainst him, when that no- 
ble lord waswshcaitung to that house a plan 
i Vox*. IX. i . < 


which, if H did not cotrtain a suhHme sy^ j 
cem of economy^ certainly* tiki betray 4a' 
sublime contempt of figures.«^A*gfeai4tojit 
nad been said of the supmevmts of to*]** 
government, in not aiding the elhtfts M 
jur allies upon the continent. tr%a% 
however, worthy of observation, thlit iinfri 
the year 1793, down to the prescntip»«fc; 
it had^ been the constant and uniform piiWi 
of one set of men in this country, to talk 
of rescuing the continent; of saving,* 
Storing, and establishing Europe. Hi at 
had been their undeviating* policy ; and 
yet this great and mighty plan had either 
not yet been rightly conceived, or if«j, 
hud entirely failed, and to 1n^ 

create that power it wtivi 
throw. It was nijiftulous to talk of suVinfe 
Europe, if Europe could not save hersdtf. 

It was not m thtf desperate affairs of the 
continent that England couhf step m and 
save her. Noyshe had only to look to 
better times, Jshe coujd be most usefuUft 
fallowing un/victory, not in remlhy9ti| 
deleaf ; aj/[ therefore, was a govemtdip 
wise in/eepiug up and refusingfo exhault 
the resources ot the country until tffiey 
c ould be useful ? 44 Jit rebus vostnet 
■ ate second is/* Ik howt *er, it was thought 
by gentlemen opposite, that a continental 
ex peril, ion ought to hav^ been foiW&rH^d 
and might h3ve hud effect, he railed uporN 
ihose gentlemen to state at what one 
-iod they would have taken upon them* 
selves to have advised such a measure. 
He defied the present ministers fb state 
the specific tuiV, during that period, in 
which they woumi say buch an expedition 
would have been serviceable. TheWapf 
the battle ol Eylau had been generally spo- 
ken of ; but wereahe immediate events of 
that bate e forgotten f* Here the noble lord 
nueredfinto a comparifcme statement of 
‘s of the cuntinentl^subseqciently 
ttlea of Eyluu and Um£ and con- 
for three months after the laf- 
the British troops had not 
confluent: had, however, the 
jOice of bis right hon, friend, nort 
‘ r. Fox,) been tbei* attended to. 


the aft' 
to th* 
tended 
ter pe 
readied 
warning 
no more, 
'be prostri 
prevented 
the s^blgi 
coalitions 1 
ed in?' 

Mr. Se 
the policy^ 
noblblc 
noble li 

3 t 


^ouSpT Europa ipight have been 
vhat contributed more tq < 
on dV We continent than the 
^ich were succesfck^y cinhgjfc 

j'Wrmly reprobate^ 
been laid down by tjj 
□d contended that either £ 

\ been dirgeting bis censfcj 
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against the late premier (lord Grenville), 
mo ms of old mich an advocate for conti- 
nents! cooperation, or that that nobleman 
hpd lately became the convert of the eco- 
nomical late chancellor of the exchequer ; 
he ridiculed the application of the classi- 
cal quotation with winch the noble lord had 
fevmmd theliouse— “ et rebus vosmet ser- 
v»te second it — for, if it meant any thiug 
SO allied, it was to be rendered thus— 
** while victory is with you, we will be 
with you ; but the nipment it leaves you, 
we shall leave you, and wait for better 
tunes.” He said, that from his own official 
documents be had authority in stating that 
^^or attie^wpewi'the continent had the ful- 
f^cUtionkof assistance and co-ope- 
raiion on our parts ; aq^of all the difficul- 
ties he bad to contend with since lus co- 
ming intp office, the most difficult was that 
of endeavouring to satisfy foreign ministers 
for the gross failure, on ouk part, in unswrr- 
these expectations. Wiat difficulty 
pfiSi l dtew, however, in a grba degree re- 
mMpd fay what had fallen, inVhr course 
pi Um present debate, from right 
j/p nt. (Mr* Wuidham). And, as it 
pM| well known, by some means or 
^tjpr what passed witbip tliat house went 
qu^lo the public, to the country, and to 
^ttr^wprld 5 he rejoiced that the couutiy 
others would thereby be put m posses- 
mmajs of wfaat ieQ from the right bon; gent,, 
wImio he admitted with that candour, of 
Which certainly be could not divest faunsel! 
if he would, that the late government had 
pot in view any expidiuA to the conti- 
nent, And why, he «sk& had they not? 
Would tfiSy deny opportunity the most fa * 
Vornmbhf Hem the h«n. secretary 
wept hstqw detail of lhq history of the late 
fSWuWf.as affectidg Prussia, «Bd con 
*fpraulft S inat nevaf was there an oefbsioe in 
as sisUjMfc on the part of Gi-ai Brt-> 
lem wonkfyiave been more opportune or 
more effective ; and as to the imfcrity of 
JVuseia, there epukknot exist a 4mk t from 
Jibe very nature of the contest# besides 
that Prussia had, since htr rupjkire with 
Prance, refused peace with that] 
less concluded in^oncert^yib 
f ij'Jto it was thought wfoe c tb su 
sia and co-operate with her ; 

Jf ce her togp beyond her 
’Bribe UtTcampaign, *ri»e 
deeply interested r 
lured, it was thought 
oud impolitic to join with her) 

Jppn cause. But the right k 


joked upon the uselessness of 44 making a 
show,* that is, of making every necessary 
preparation for immediate embarkation ; 
be could only say, that he knew too well 
how to prise that right bon. gent/s inge- 
nuity to suppose for a moment that that 
gentleman did not perfectly understand the 
nature of, and good consequences that might 
result from, a weU^managed 'diversion.- 
He was perfectly ready to confess, that 
his noble triend ought to retract one part 
of his accusation, and that was, that the 
right hon, gent, had not acted dextroualy 
on his own plan ; for if he bad determined 
completely to abandon the continent, 
certainly be acted on that plan with the 
greatest assiduity and effect. When the 
right hon. gent, ufged, that it was for the 
interest of this country to shut itself up, 
and abandon the continent, and when the 
noble lordVated the benefits ol economy, 
he put 1 it to them to declare, whether they 
actually believed that either an economi- 
cal war, or an efficient pegf *>, could be se- 
cured by abandoning the coutiuent, and 
thus setting the continent the example 
of abandoning this country. It was not 
trfte, that in the last war the negociaUons 
with Trance had always been commenced 
by the continental powers $ the instances 
were numerous in which they had ‘been led 
by (Mat Britain. In the present war, Groat 
Britain and Russia were on equal terms. 
Russia had but a remote interest in the 
contest : if, therefore, it were said, that by 
making peace with France, Russia bid 
abandoned us* he would answer, that we 
had engaged with Russia— not for the pur- 
chase of her blood and exertions, but that, 
seeing her manfully struggling against the 
common enemy, we bad engaged to fond 
her our aid. 41 Russia, however, finding 
t that no assistance was at hand, and that 
the promises qf Great |nta»n had -vanished ^ 
m air, after shewing ho^i weR4he could 
bear up against the oner whelming torrent 
of French power, had agreed to mak? 
pe«ice. r ihe late qouhlion had certainly 
terminated with regard to ut iff a manner ^ 
different from any f ot the ioriuei ones. In 
former roahtioirf, the powcis ot the con- 
tinent left us dloue, and tied from their 
engagements ; now they had left usoflone, 
but they had not tied from their engage- 
ments, nor in the slightest degree violated 
their faith » If the right fapn. gent, dis- 
puted this, he would go step by step to the 
proof. 

•The Suite# or ~Gcncr a! for Si otland deprt- 
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Cftted tlie manner in which the name and 
^appointment of on bon. officer (sir H. Pop- 
ham) had been introduced into the discus- 
sion by a noble lord opposite. 1 f that noble 
lord thought that there was any thing cul- 
pable imputable to that officer, it was his 
duty to bring forward a charge against him, 
whilst he was in thit bouse, and had an 
opportunity* of defending himself. When 
he looked to the manner in which that topic 
had been that evening .introduced, he must 
say that he thought it highly indecent. If 
the noble lord had attended to the result of 
a former enquiry instituted in that bouse 
against the same gallant officer, it might 
have had the effect of inducing him to 
abstain from the charges which he had that 
night urged. For his own part, he must 
deny, that there had been any thing in that 
enquiry, or in the judgement of the court 
martial upon his conduct, that could render 
his appointment as captain of life fleet, 
improper or irregular. The nolge lord 
might have Ibnnd, iu the case of a junior 
officer, captain Bowen, who bad been ap- 
pointed by the late commander-in-chief of 
the channel fleet, captain of the fleet, just 
ground of coinplaint. He did not mean to 
Say, that the officer to whoso- appointment 
'die alluded, was not a most meritorious offi- 
cer, or that h£ bad not performed the duties 
of the station to which he had been ap-< 
pointed with ability and credit, but he 
mentioned the circumstance only to shew, 
that that appointment was not strictly con- 
formable to the practice of the service. 
He hoped the noble lord would feel, that 
it was not justifiable by such charges as be 
had made, in the absence of the individual 
against whom they were directed, to en- 
deavour to whisper *away the character of 
Snjr officer. 

. 1 Mr* • IVkHbread said,* that * any thing 
^ebicj^ocborred injjhat house could not be 
dhsaracte te a ed u S ^mspering upon the sub- 
ject to which it applied. His noble friend 
Jhad adverted to a transaction that had 
alfeady appeared in # all the newspapers, 

- , the agreement entered into between sir 
H. Popham and sir D. Baird, respecting 
the division of the prize* money, before a 
single man had been embarked on the expe- 
k ditiofoagainst Buenos Ayres, which, he said, 
| was a tit subject to be enquireckiutp in that 
house, fn fact, the matter was at present 
the* subject of a suit in one of the courts of 
law. As to thb appointment of sir Hi 


navy. At to the right hon. gedt. opposite 
(Mr. Canning), he had placed hknself i^ 
an awkward situation, by Mto 
which he had that night mate: If Me/ #r 
his friends, thought that the late outesters 
had not done their duty, they should bring 
a charge against them; and he fcbntd 
pledge himself, if they should make Opt a 
case v to support them. But be was re- 
lieved from that duty, by the mis-statements 
of the noble lord (Castlereagh) and the 
right bon. gent. T^iat noble lord had',' ftt 
utter contempt of all historical tact, and fn 
perversion of all circumstances and dates, 
imputed to the late administration of 14 ^ 
months, all the evils o^the^i^oedingM' 
years administration. The house, tt^u$ge 
of this, should recollect how the contest 
had beguft. It would appear from the dhw 
patches of lord Of L. Gower in 1605, that 
Austria had been dragged Into the war, 
when she declared herself that she was 
not prepared jior it. After having brought 
Austria tob£r ruin, and subsidized djsfal#* 
rested Itansia, the right bon. gentlematftiiite 
chargqn all the evils that resulted from such 
measures upon his hon. friends, who had 
succeeded to the eud *f that contest. Ncftr, 
it was charged dpon the late administra- 
tion, that they had ruined the comment. 
He denied the fact ; it was Mr. Pitt,* dhd the 
measures pursued under his administration, 
that had ruined the continent ; and highly 
as he respected the character of* lord G safer 
ville, of whom he had' not the honour Of 
much personal knowledge, he had* not dis- 
covered any gramd for altering the opinion 
he fonfiMy entertained upon Vbat subject. 
It was unnecessary to recur to the rapid 
events that bad occurred frote the battle of 
to the battle of Friedtand, events 
force tlrat could be sent from this 
could have averted for a single day, 
tgle hour. As to tno. Offers of peace 
ia, from the moment the iligbt of 
from Jena, she was as incapable bf 
ace wilhoutVhe consent or Russia, 
# on the war after- the anriis- 
ilsit. The noble lord bad obser- 
ttiat he shewed his indepen- 
.nunadvfertiug upon his friends, 

‘ is advdrsarhfe. For his part# 
be as |mucti attached to party as any 
mail dbuld oe ; but on such questions 
h/stmikl dpver suffer auy consideration Jo 
itrauence bis unbiassed judgment ; and hs 
tide part htf tu6fc upon such occasions, w* 


Popham to the post he filled, he must say, mSahtydf benefit his country by exciting 
that tt had given general dissatisfaction iif the troth irgm both, sides upon |hese 


I 
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l^portttDt subject*. As to lord Etrenville, tinwer tbeefr himself, by which means be 
allow him to be an able had always enough tosay. A man nftgbt 
pektiriao, and this ha would say of bun* very easily be affluent who coined bis own 
that hi hid dhfi^^xroted of the Spanish war money. There was no %vant of words, 
Theoobie lord opposite had said, that afier ' here he had a manufac tory of epithets, 
fhenegotiafticm had broken off, an arts' The right bo n. gent, went on briskly, for 
Should have been sent to the support of Prut- be rode verylight, and carriedno weight.-— 
•is thutUrtsisiawns then at war with us f and, He then shewed the coherence between tha 
^ftertbe battle of A uerstadt,tbe winters^ason system of the hist ministers, asKo coptmen* 
rendered it impossible c to send any expedi- tal affairs, and that which was imputed to 
Where could men have been then them. They had not seen any proper op- 
sent to co-operate with the Russians, even portumty for a diversion, or they would 
after tha battle of Evlau, which he still have made it. They had made no promise 
looked upon to have been disastrous for the And neglected it. After various explana* 

K Russians? It had been said, that Prussia, tory remarks, be begged gentlemen to pr^ 
hjMoiatijudlf? c oJ hti on before the battle id ter their charges tairlv and seriously, and 
AuftMfnr, might have turned the scale, hfe would meet them, lie requested tba 
which he did not tnink would have been the house to mark the right hon. secretary's re* * 
cade, but she 1 reflected that opportunity, ceipt for making speeches. lie pul all 
and had brought herseit^into her present sorts of ridiculous things into the mouths 
situation, as lie had before said, by heir * jf his political opponents, that he might 
insane rashness. Here this country then make (Ait his speech, by answering them* 
without an ally. r if tbAjate ministers He mtple them something like a second 
bkd brought it into that si tuafthm, a charge ,-erson, in a dialogue, wtya was made to 
aught to be brought against tnfcni lor it. talk a good deal of non«ensc, to set off his 
rather than by misrepresentation, totimpute opponent in the argument. But though be 
lvalue to them. Even at this late period oked eh.quence very wel*, he could not 
Of the session, he shoaJd think the enquiry "raise the respectability of the right hon. 
Slight be gone into, an& he hoped thgt gent.’s arguments. — The resolution was * 
there would be no objection to the produc- theunput, and carried, 
tioti of all communications witb the Prus- Ou the question, that *1.5,000/. be 
fiau government. The right bon. gentlemen granted for Inspecting Field-officers of Vo* 
Opposite, when after the dissolution they lunteers, 

hat) ar rang rd every thing for the election, Mr. IVindham contended, that even in 
then turned their attention to the conti- the opinion of the volunteers themselves, 
rent. The expeditions they bad sent out these were useless. They might be inspect* 
be wished might prove successful, but be id by the generals of the districts. 'I ins 
hoped ihe£ would not prove an- example nad been a project to answer election pur* 

Of that ‘dispersion of the disjiospable lorre poses. As it had done all the good it 
of the country, which had been charged could do in that wa\, he thought the mi* 
upon his wight hon. fnetfds. r ulsters might give up the matter, and save 

Mr. fhtrretary Canning said, tlmril was some expt lire to the |>iihl«c.. 
no moie the duty^ of the present mfnisters t The Secietnry at War wished to know if 
to bring a djjifge against their preriea>ssor&, the inspection by generals ol districts had 
than it was lire duty of their predefeftors l»eeii practised during \hVv^b tie st. gent/s 
to linsg a charge against then# He administration. The number of volunteers, 
thought his predecessors wrong, Kid that he believed, was in many instances greater 
they had rained the continent. Bit as the where there were uo, general officers. As 
conduct of an existing government might to the? idea of a job, he asserted that the ^ 
involve the dbuntry ui tfUasteif if the inspecting fiuld-offioers had m general, or 
jpmHleiDt:!) opposite thought tli^ln wrong, rather without an exception, been re-ap- 
efbey out’ i it to brirfg a change agnmfetheqi. pointed, without^ regard to the degree of 
Mr. Wmnham roseTS crear if ^oin interest they nngh't possess. It could, tftere^ r j 
eqpu&. * misEeffWfntations of the\ r V,bl fore, be { of little consequence whether the j • 
hpnotigabfi: secretary of state./ Ho^hrad re-appointment bad taken place tm the eve 

t ia ingenuity and eloquence I very wen ; of ay election or not. lie contended tnat 
ui dif} not thick his VgEthents the the volunteer spirit had greatly subsided in 
roust respectable. He iftiputed o)M^9tisS#d many counties since that eight hon. gent. . 
aas&t'.cus to gentlemen, tlpit had come into office* • 
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' Mr. Windham admitted that a relaxation 
- id the volunteering spirit had taken place ; 
bpt maintained that it bad manifested itself 
some considerable time previous .to his 
coming into office. 

General Tar let on said, the volunteers in 
the district iu which he had the honour to 
command, could never have reached the 
state of discipline to wbich they had arrived 
but for the exertions o£thff Inspecting Field- 
officers, If an invasion bad taken place 
two years ago, they woflld have been able, 
from that district, in the course of two days, 
to have produced 3p,000 men within leu 
miles of the metropolis. 

Mr. Calcraft stated that before his right 
hon. friend (Mr. Windham) came into office* 
the Volunteer force had decreased from 
400,000 to 318,000, and during his ad- 
ministration they bad fallen *ofl in a much 
' less proportion, not having dec roused above 
$0 or 25,000 men. lie remembered^) at he 
himself, as a volunteer, had been inspect- 
ed by majoJ\j£neral$ and lieu ten aril-gene- 
rals, and he did not see why tiiat practice 
might not be continued. The gallant ge- 
neral (Tarleton) bad now his head-quarters 
at Bath, and it was a great pity that the 
• parliament did not sit there, as in such a 
1 .case the gallant general could reconcile his 
senatorial duties with the duties of com- 
manding officer of the district, and in such 
case he might again houour the volunteers 
so far as to review them. 

General Tar It fan said d few words in ex- 
planation, and imputed to the bon. gent, 
great military ignorance. 

Mr. Rose retorted the charge *of a job, 
by alluding to the 300 surveyors of taxes, 
proposed to have been appointed by the 
late administration. m 

Mr. Beresjord deprecated the system of 
recrimination which had become so much 
the practice of members ou both sides of 
the subject immediately 

before the n^use, |}e felt himself necessita- 
ted to say, that the language held in that 
"ht*ise by the right bon. gent, and the mea- 
sures adapted by had such an effect 

on the volunteers sji Ireland, as to make 
at least otfe half of those who had been 
pio&t zealous in the service, turn their backs 
upqajt. • 

The Solicitor-General of Scotland spoke 
hrfoaSn at. the Scotch volunteer, wjiom 
he •aba stated to have been very much dis* 
couraged by (be language of Mr. Windham. 

Mr. Windham 0\d t \\\e arguments of the 
last bon. aigl learned, gent, were merely 


to the ol4 tyne , u No pay, no Swiss.” Thhj 
wonderful relaxation of the spirit of the 
Scotch volunteers, was to be attributed t(f 
some diminution of the former allowance*. 
If, however, the number of the Scotch voff* 
iunteers was much diminished, it must be 
allowed, that this diminution began long 
before he came into office, or had any pro* 
spect of coming into office, and therefetiw 
these gentlemen must have had the gift of 
second sight, to know both that he would 
come into office, and what be was to prol 
pose. He had oftenP objected to what wai 
called the volunteer system : but as to the 
individuals themselves, it was impossible 
that auy one could pretend to turn into' 
ridicule the population of England, i^elagd^ 
or Scotland, or that proportion of the po- 
pulaliou which evidently appeared moat 
ardent in the general defence. As to what 
an hon. gent, had said about the* disgrace 
of crimination and recrimination between 
the different parties, he agreed so far in that , 
opinion, tbat,iie did ndt wish unnecessarily 
to indulge/^ it ; but if it obviously occur* 
red in tfife course of a discussion, he wai 
not content to pair off. 

Dr. Laurence said, he recollected a very 
different history^ reflecting that corps. 
They were a corps that wanted greater aW 
lowances*to be made to them than what 
was usual. *An hon. general (Tarleton) 
had, in his explanation, accused an bon.' 
friend of his of gross ignorance in military, 
matters. The house would, However, re* 
collect that about a fortnight ago, the hon. 
general had exited all his military calcu- 
lation to persuade the bouse that Bonaparte 
had advanced so far iu PolaudHhat it was 
next to impossible he should ever be able 
to retreat. Afier^o recent a promulgation 
of hisAnilitary opinions, he thought the 
house (ould not believe that every military 
man wLs completely ignore nt,of his profes* 
sio% who might differ in opinieii from the 
hon. Aueral.— After some conversation, 
the committee divided : For the *ote 84 v 
Againsftt 24. • 

A vo t|| of credit, amounting to 4,500,000/. 
for Grel Britain, and 500,0^0/. for Ireland, 
was alsApro posed and agreed to, aftefr 
some ox){Xsitioa\rom lqyd 11. Petty, sir J. 
Newport, and AfnJWndham. The Chan- 9 
ceUorrof the Exchequer, ii| answ er t o the 
oneocatious against the amount^ tfStttvthat 
tlwmmern many exigencies which* might 
c AT for theSemployment of the surplus. 
cLp Jb^ fcample, might be supposed to* 
jjrweJBen it might be necessary to call 


/ 
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Mr. Frankland argued against the piin-* 
ciple of the bill, and thought that tbeTnih* 
tia had many advantages over the regulars. 
The man that was good at the foil, could 
not be unskilful a* the sword ; and he 
thought the illustration applied .well to the 
militia. The latter was a more settled and 
compact force, and were less liable to the 
ill effects of a constant succession of new 
officers, than the regular forces. Thehon. 
gent, dwelt on the importance of uniting, as 
much as possible, the. character of the soU 
dier and the citizen* The militia force was 
a most constitutional body, and ought not 
by any means to be discouraged, as would 
be done by the present bill. He must also 
dbject to it as going obliquely to undermine 
the system of military service introduced 
last year by hjs right, lion, friend, while it 
was not directly and manfully brought 
under the Consideration of the house. 

Mr MV Ait shed Keene rose and said : In 
this lar^e stage of the important subject now 
before the house, I beg leiv. to trouble it 
for a short time. I am one of those that 
voted for the measures proposed by his ma- 
jesty's ministers, not that I thought them 
cofnplete for the purpose, or that they were 
the best that might have been devised, but 
because, after having considered every 
thing that has been thrown but oir the dif* 
ferent sides of the house, (who ell agree in 
| the end although they differ as to the means) 
I thought this mode preferable, from a per- 
suasion that as it was apparent a large defi- 
ciency must exist for some time in our mi-* 
litary establishments, it was the interest of 
our country, under the present exigency, 
the deficiency should be thrown on the mi- 
liti.i, rather than on our regular force; 
both on the probability of that deficiency 
being sooner filled up witb trained soldiers, 
gpplicable to every purpose, than by any 
other mode proposed ^ and again, on the 
probability of that deficiehv#*i><isfe militia, 
being made good in aa easier and /nore 
economical manner, than it would be if it, 
existed in the troops Qf the line. The length 
to which this session has been protracted, 
by the circumstances which If&ve occurred, 
may, perhaps, justify the officers of govern- 
ment in not proposing to this house at pre- 
sent further measures, w hich possibly ahight 
retard tljis measure, which promises^ expe- 
ditiously a great increase of ahbt'tarce of 
%he country* adapted either tp offensive or 
defensive operations. As ‘government has 
the best means of judgingdiow far the dan- 
ger ay be more or less imminent, on them 


Out the volunteers and place them on full 
pay.— -The several other grants having been 
• put and carried, the house resumed, and 
{he report was ordered to be received to- 
morrow. 

If OUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday , dvgu&t 3. 

pPUBWCANS’ Licence 11 ill.] # Mr. 
$hmdan presented a petition from certain 
publicans, &c. praying the aid of parliament, 
in alleviation of certain grievances with ‘re- 
spect to the granting and revoking of Li- 
cences. The petition was ordered to lie on 
the table. Mr. S. then rose and said, that 
the petition he jfisthad the honour of pre- 
ienting was signed by more than 1 ,000 per- 
sons. As to the abuses of which that peti- 
tion complained, and the remedy which he 
proposer] for those abuses, he must at pre- 
sent decline entering into them. He con- 
tended that they could be satisfactorily 
proved upon the n\osl unquestionable tes- 
timony, at the bar. He said thu^e had made 
.every enquiry into the alledged abuses, and 
had no doubt he should convince getylemen, 
to their astonishment, of the cruel and 
grinding oppression ighich in many instances 
had been practised to waives that body. The 
great object of his endeavour to relieve 
them would at lea^t bo, to have it made cer- 
tain by parliament, that the bread, the 
livelihood, tbe very means of existence to 
those people and their families, should not 
depend on the will or the caprice of any 
two magistrates, without an appeal to some 
of the courts of judicature J lie concluded 1 
by moving, that leave be gfren to bring in a 
bit! to amend so much of tbe32d and others 
of the king as relates to the granting and 
withholding licences from ale-house keep- 
fert, &c. 1 li 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer Iliad no 
objection to the motion, but did thLk that 
the right hdn. gent, should have diuttctl) 
stated the instances of cruel and finding 
oppretsiftn he had such verSt strong 
terms complained of. II arty of thlf magis- 
tracy had been guilty of such a lffoach of 
their duty, it might be made the Abject of 
a criminal action. 4 He coffild \\<£ approve 
of the line of distinction tip righmic&i. gent. 
* teemed |o draw betweterj the magistWak.—- 
After a few wpfds between Mr. S. lllpwie, 
thir^lanjuis of Titchfield, and M& kV. 
C*opeV, the motion wa< agreed to. ' \\ 
{MtLiTia Tuansff.ii Bill!] O n jkfr e 
gjjrrler iff tbe day, for th* fnuhtt?ha£J*196fc- 
,P^bn of ibis bill, ^ 


/• 


* 
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lies the responsibility of thinking no more 
need be done in the present session. Iiow* 
ever inconvenient a further attendance 
might be, that inconvenience would plead 
but little, should any injury to our country 
take place, which might have been pre- 
vented by further meysureS. 1 trust they 
are not mistaken, and 1 have the satisfac- 
tion of believing from wliathas fallen from 
ministers, that they intend tuking the ear- 
liest opportunity to ameliorate, extend and 
organize a more complete system of de- 
fence and offence ; it would be wasting he 
time of the house, *to occupy it, in endea- 
vouring to prove au imperious necessity, 
which must overrule all minor objections 
to such measures as may put our internal 
security on the be*l footing, and also afford 
the best means of preserving our external 
greatness. Every thinking man's mind be 
ing naturally employed on thoSe great ob 
jects, may 1 be permitted to submit to the 
house some Suggestions, which 1 humbly 
conceive a resell worth being considered, 
and that they may be so modeled as to 
promise to effect this great object as far as 
the physical powers of our country will ad 
mit. They are the Suggestions of a man. 

\ who having served many years at the head 
x pf the militia of the county of which he was 
also lord, (aiffd had therefore better means 
of being acquainted with the bearing and 
operation of the militia laws in the different 
situationsofour country ,]t and during several 
oT the campaigns in the American war, in ma- 
ny of the last war with France, and in various 
parts of Great Britain, employed a strong 
understanding in weighing the. advantages 
and disadvantages attending this service 
according to the different circumstances of 
our country. Sir, I apprehend, however 
great our gratitude ought and must be to 
those enlightened and provident patriot* 
who introduced tod established this most 
LmporiEfe trggg d€of national defence, how 
ever competent it has proved to its object 
# during former times, yet no man will con 
tdbd that, in the present state of Europe, 
(which if is necess ary only to allude to) 
the sam^s^SfemSaust be applicable, 
here must beg leave to advert to what many 
gentlemen in this house # must recollect in 
37<& when a French detachment had land- 
i edjn Irela nd ; many of the regiments of 
' ine mTTMf. of this country volunteered 
their service* to the sister kingdom, wi^J 
an alacrity aucf zeal never to be forgotten 
As the laws stood and now stand, an act of 
the legislate** was necessary to legaljztf the 


acceptance of theiy services* This French . 
detachment after some suc<$98, and having/ 
advanced considerably into the country, be-* 
ing disappointed in their expectations of * 
faithful, numerous, and zealous co-opera- 
tion for which purpose they had brought many 
arms, surrendered. Had they not been disap- 
pointed in this expectation, it is not easy to 
appreciate the important advantages that 
must have resulted frq m this patriotic act of 
the British militia ; the act of the legislature 
however in its progress through the houses 
of parliament met with much opposition. 

In mentioning this, I am far from intending 
to impute any blame to, those gentlemen 
who made that opposition. 1 am persuaded 
they acted, according to their view of*the 
subject, yi the manner most conducive to 
the best interest oLtheir country. Gentle- 
men will also recollect, that on tb% renewal 
pof hostilities with France, when Buonaparte 
lined the coast opposite to ours with his 
legions, and began to assemble bis flotilla at 
Boulogne, many regiments of the Irish mi- 
litia, seeing England threatened, seized the 
oppor/jnity of testifying their gratitude by 
offering to come here; at the same time 
some regiments of English militia ageist 
volunteered to to Ireland: at that mo* 
ment, some most respectable leading cha- 
racters in yiat service,* thought proper to 
publish Resolutions expressing strong dis- 
approbation of that measure, and stopped 
it. 1 cannot help lameutirflf that they 
thought it their duty so to act, as^it is ob- 
vious that th^ facility of mutual defence 
was and will bdj thereby embarrassed ; *and 
what is of no Uss importance^though not 
so obvious, that it prevents the intermix- 
ture of a considerable part of the popula- 
tion ofgthe two cofin(/ies ; a measure which 
would Jgo further in seven years to render 
the union not merely nominal, but real,, 
than fie present mode of proceeding will 
do %ijfifty. Sis* I know too well the zeal 
with Stuck the gen^emen of the militia 
have ated, the privations to which they 
have si long "submitted, not 4o be per- 
suaded lhat they on that occasion also act- 
ed accoWing to their views of the best inte- 
rest of tapir coantry, \nd lhat, had they 
tbouglj lie uired it, .they* 


wGfci# readily nave gone tythere. * At the 
time that I tiiink so hig h l y their 
ijo^jsm, l am not less persuaded that 
their good sense* they would r% 
meet the enemy iu Munster orCon-* 
igfB^Kmn in Yorkshire or Kent* As these 
"considerations do not immediately 
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i Wang to the question before us, 1 shall say 
|»o more oft them at present; if it was per- 
mitted for so insignificant an individual as 1 
atti, to mention himself, I would say, that 
having had the honour to serve several 
campaigns in different parts of Europe* 
haviug had the honour to serve 39 years 
in this house, and having attended all the 
x disc u^b ions on these important subjects, 
1 presume to think ( my self not totally 
incompetent on them ; and concurring, as 
1 do, in the soundness t»f these Suggestions, 
and persuaded that great national advan- 
tage mav he derived from them, I will tak»* 
the liberty to liqy them before the house. 
Tbgy are as follow: — 1. 44 To enable Vo- 
M luuteers to propose to his majesty's lieu* 
44 tenants of counties, to form themselves 
44 into local militia, to 1^ regularly trained 
44 for 28*duyf, with the same establish- 
44 ment, in the same manner, and un- 
44 dcr the same regulations as the old 
44 militia used to be r in time of peace. To 
44 leave their counties only in ease of inva- 
44 sioti or imminent danger thereof^* The 
object of thi' clause is to establish, fh. little 
expence, under command and tinder officers 
of some experience, large body of men, 

which may be speedily allied to the pub- 
lic service in case of emergency. I would 
wish tliis'souii e of Supply to be extended to 
the number of 160,000, It may also* if it 
shall be consonant with the wisdom of 
parliameut,~to adopt the next proposition, 
be mudaa source whence may be drawn 
a supply of men to keep the f embodied mi- 
litia* constantly full. — 2. if To enable hi? 

44 majesty t;> accept the vrfluntary services 
44 of cue fourth part of the embodied mu 
44 Jitia annually, to serve in the regular ar- 
44 my. And if the men so volunteering, 
u W ere put invariably into the re jments 
44 that are reputed to belong to the counties 
44 from wlrence the men cojrpe, wn^ver 
44 those regiments shall v.cnt recruit or be 
augmented; if ensigneies were sometime* 

44 given on the recoinmeiidaijon of t Be lords 
44 lieuteimfits, to young men of thogi coun- 
44 ties; these two measures coulcEnot fail 
44 of adding much to the facility dr keeping 
44 our regular force complete ; bm as those 
two last arrengeta^rjare witfey. “the 
44 power of thtf commander-in*chi« ' feat 
44 ilhf$ffta«ft personage will certain lyjkdLrt 
**• whatever on consideration shall /pLwr 
If calculated for such important purpose^' 
‘The object of this clause is to^v^gj^s 
ftfevious) a regular supply of emShfff n™ 

U) the regular army. 1 wo kid 
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force, the' embodied militia, to be carried 
to the extent of 80,000 for Great Britain, 
giving annually a recruit of 20,0110 men to 
the army, and establishing a force commen- 
surate (as I apprehend) for the ordinary 
purposes of the kingdom ; thereby leaving 
the whole, or the greatest part of the regu- 
lar nrmy, a dispose able force.— 3. 14 To 
44 enable lieutenants of counties to accept 
44 the voluntary services of as many men 
44 from the local militia as would fill up the 
14 deficiency occasioned by tbe drafts from 
44 the embodied militia into the army. If 
44 there shail be a deficiency of volunteers 
14 for filling up the embodied militia, that 
\defii iency to be made good by a ballot, 

44 without exemptions, and deficiencies in 
44 the local militia to be supplied annually 
44 by a similar, ballot." Tbe object of t hi9 
clause is to make use of the ballot only when 
indispensable, and then in a manner little 
burthensome.— 4. 44 To enable lieutenants 
44 of counties to employ the staff of the local 
44 militia in training the menrffftended to be 
44 transferred to the embodied militia, du- 
44 ring the lime such staff may not be actu- 
44 qlly on duty with the local militia." The 
object of this clause is to have theembodied 
militia complete in members acquainted / 
with the use of arms. — 44 To enable his^ 

44 majesty to direct lieutenants of counties, 

44 if be should see it proper so no do, to 
44 employ the said staff of the local militia, 

44 when not otherwise employed in exer- 
44 cising the persons bound to serve under , 

44 the provisions of the Training act." The 
object of this clause is to give farther effi- 
ciency to the Trainftig act, which is admi- 
rable, as giving to tbe crown the positive 
command of a large body of men in case of 
emergency, but^whirh »n its actual progress 
amounts to a muster of men. — I humbly 
ooncei ve that it is no small recommendation 
of these Suggestions, thaQU tbe samj^time, r 
that if adopted togetherTt^jf'^ml^ draw 
forth the physical powerft of the population 
in a most efficient and in the least expen - » 
sive manner, and mutually strengthen eafh 
other, they may be applied, with advantage /ji 
separate, without adopting tlie^ole. The 
one, to which the*greatest objections would 
be made, is that of enabling his majesty 
to accept annually so considerable a number 
of volunteefr into the regular army^,. 4£lijf jj 
js not the moment to discuss thfPmost im- * 
portaut subject, ! shall not therefore intrude 
longer on the time of the hbese. 

The Secretary at War thought the pre- 
sent measure might have beetf assented to 
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i without entering upon the planof.Iast year ; 
i twt as it bad been brought forward bo often, 
i he would call the attention of the bouse to 
1 some facts relative to that plan, as they 
| appeared by the paperg on the table of the 
* house. The object of that plan was to 
/ provide a great increase for the * regular 
*• army, and if it had ftuled in that, there 
‘ was an end «o the argument against the 
present measure, as trenching upon it. 
-The right hon. secretary then stated from 
the returns, that the numbers recruited in 
/the first six months of 1806, were .9,933 
f‘ men. These were tjie numbers enlisted, 
s; and allowances were certainly to be made 
for those above the military ago, and under 


the size; but it was to be considered* than greater* in his opinion, whatever the 


| during 3 of these months the recruiting, 
I under the Additional Force act, was cramped 
| by its being understood that it* was to be re- 
| pealed. Boys he put out of the question 
| on both sides. But if he allowed OGU mem j 
' for the nunibei rejected, he thought it 
> would be fully, sufficient. The ndmbers 
# procured under the right hon. gent/s sys- 
A tem, in the first six mouths, were 9,091 
I men. This view of the case was certainly 
J tiot very favourable to the plan, as it pro- 
$ cured no more than the old system. It was 
\aUo to be considered, that the right bon. 
/gent. system# had been in full operation 
v during the six months adverted to. It was 
Mnie that the last six months had been 
if more productive than the preceding period, 
f but that was accoifhted foi* by the addition- 
g al number ot recruiting parties appointed, 

1 and the threat of dissolving the second batta- 
j Lons, unless they procured a certain number 
of men by a given time. The casualties of 
, the whole army were about 18,000 men, 

( and this was all the plan provided for, with- 
|out taking into account the* number who 
Would claim their discharge. The number 1 
|;of desertions, too, appeared to be equal 1 

i amongn^j^un^^tindcr his plan and the 
former system*, though the last six months 
j? was rather iu favour of the former. 

Dr. Laurence begged to call the attention 
|of the house to the conduct of the present 
ministers, v hguawvec , jes te d their measures 
Dn their d&i\ merit^Tfut always went to 
omparisons. When in opposition, they 
ad perpetually called for his right hon, 
Ktncfs plan before he had ;been two 

7 i.; and yet, after a lhpse of 

F months, tfiey themselves hact come for- 
with tliiS magnificent measure ! They 
l had taken- care, (uo, to bring it forward 

* ai this late period of ihe session, and«hpd 
’ V ft { tv • 


reserved the most ^hdoxious cl»use^tba4 
of granting an option to tehjist for a ’term 
of years, or for life, which detteoywd in a 
great measure the effects of thi pltfh Of his 
Fight hon. friend, till the committee, thaC 
there might be no opportunity to coii*£d6f < 
jt on the second, reading, which Was the 
time for debating it. The consequence; 
was that tnauy had gone out of town with 
a wrohg impression of the natu re of this 
measure. He then entered tipou a defence 
of bis right hon. friend's system.’ It was 
intended to supply trfc whole casualties of 
the army, in which the former system Was 
grossly deficient. But this was not all the 
etfect of the plan; it wmfld have a niut'h 


ble lord opposite might think and say of 
it. it waA natural for the noble lord to 
smile at a philosophic measure, as hp taunt- 
ingly called it, who had neve* conceived 
any grand soli erne in -his life— who nevfcr’ 
could generalize— who # from two figures 
before him could scarcely draw a legiti- 
mate conclusion— who could do nothing 
but go on iu the common routine way* . 
and erfaeavour to impose himself oil the 
multitude as a great ^atestnan, but wlfo 
had only this iu ^common with his col- 
leagues, that he was as great a statesman 
as he could be. The right hon. secretary 
had made allowances for the former me- 
thod of recruiting, but none for that bf 
his right hon. friend. lie forgot the dn. 
minished bounties, and was for putting 
the boys out' of the quest iou, becaflse he 
knew that, in \his view, the advantage 
would have app^ctred greatly on the side 
of his right hon. friend's plan** He then 
talked of his right hon* friend's forgetting, 
his measure. Th$ right hon. secretary 
well kn9w there wefe offices which that 
plan lmd to go through— ^offices to which 
one set Jf ministers might be .more agree- 
able anotfea^. At all events the dis- 
not entnfely depend on hi9 right 
d. But tbiAwas the way of nfi- 
ey always set up a vague and i,n- 
rs Sometimes the church was in 
metimes one mod^ of reertiitmg 
metipies aqpther. But his 


patch did 
hon. fri * 
nisters, 
definite 
danger, 
was good; 
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had felt the uh« 
por af^sapeot^tt ts for perma* 
Even in the scho ol of the 
under of expedients (ffffTPht), 
ot entirely approved of tbg£& but? 
acquiesced in giving thei^^Wal# 
ked of^mergency, f®#th*r4( 
of their emergencies 
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*$ead of having a perukes* system to 
meet real emergencies ; they were al weyi 
calling out emergencies, and resorting to 
expedients to meet them. But these ex* 
perfienta could not always answer, and 
they were attended with this mischief, that 
they exhausted the country, and by that 
means destroyed the materials on which a 
permanent measure would have to work. 

Mr* WtUbcrforct supported the bill. It 
was highly necessary to increase the force 
of the country, for now that Buonaparte 
had been so sudcdisful on the continent, 
he would be ioduced to attempt achieve* 
meats to which even his bold spirit had 
not hitherto prompted him. 

• Mr. fVuidham said, his bon. and learned* 
friend (Dr. Laurence) had been mistaken 
and mis-stated as well as buxiseif, and both 
had been charged with ultermg opinion* 
that the country was m no danger. They 
had never said so ; but hadonly contended 
that ministers had not shewn an emergen- 
cy which required 1 that this particular mea- 
sure should be resorted to. The first 
questiou on this bead was, what was the 
nature of the emergency, and, thk next, if 
She measure now proposed was calculated 
to meet that emefgei}fy 1 He denied that 
it was. It was nothing more than a tem- 
porary remedy to guard against a perma- 
nent oust lnef. 1 They ought to look for- 
ward, and provide perinauent remedies to 
meet and counteract permanent evils. It 
they went on in this manner, living from 
hand to mouth, pioviding only for the 
preseut t and taking no thought fpr tire future, 
they would come at Iasi to a state tu which 
the present could no lodger be provided for 
They might safely neglect the future as long 
as it was future, but Jhey should recollect, 
that what was future would in$ time be- 
come present. 1 Its own measure was on 
the contrary calculated to provaJe a pert 
nraiumt force, to meet a Anger wliyh was 
equally permanent, xatt to opefate at all 
tunes the defence <pi the countnd Those 
temporary expedients «ouly maced the 
coontr/m the situation of a &rson who 
was supported by drams an Jb cordials, 
which, however they might ufe an appa- 
rent increase of amnia* spirit# must in the 
end d« stroy <4 mi conltitOtKiu/und 

l$e. This ineasure pressed toVnlke an 
iu the course of 12 inporbw and 
tp provide a tore e of 40,000 men/ata* im* 
medtatoly to obtain 28,000 men by aVans* 
fer fovm the militia fo the amn^JbcHbis 
w«v» aWtawobiyray of reckiffe^yS^ m 


totbe traaefer if one service gain- 
ed, the other bat so many, and when they 
reckoned on those they would gam by tne 
ballot, they would take into the account 
those they would I 9 S 6 by recruiting, which 
this measure would cat up entirely. He 
concluded by desiring to impress upon the 
recollection of the House, the debate of this 
night, and the project now tr be substituted 
upon mere speculation, m place of another 
which had been found effective, was not al- 
lowed tune for fair experiment; but which 
had, in the last 3 months, produced at the 
rate of 24,000 men ,per annum, and must 
m every moral certainty improve, nay, 
perhaps, double its operation in another 
year, while the present measure would 
operate effectively in the first instance, but 
exhaust the sources of future strength. 
The bouse would find, when next railed on 
for the arnuui supply of the public force, that 
this measure would foil, and destroy, in one 
way, the strength it produced in another. 

Ldrd Casthreagh repliecj^-i support of his 
bill, which he said would in six months add a 
force to die army of the country, which the 
right hon.gent.’s plan would not have added 
in six years ; for it was only calculated to 
feed the ordinary deficiencies by casualty, to. 
kwp its strength just where it stood. Be 
siies, at the end ot seven years by that 
plan, 53,000 men would be eqptled to their 
discharge, which, added to the ordinary de- 
ficiencet for the year, would create such a 
chasm in the piibhc forte, as the right bon. 
gent, would find impossible to recruit m a 
year: and as to tbe Training act, it was 
impossible to bring it 111 operation before the 
commencement of next session.— The re- 
port was then taken luto further conside- 
ration, and upon the clause substituting 
the option of unlimited for limited service, a 
division took place ; when there appeared. 
For tbe clause $6 ; against it 4 6. «■' 


HOUSE Of LORDS. 

Tuesday, Jhtgvst 4. 

[Offices in Reversion Bill-] r The 
order of the day having been read for the,, 
second reading of thjpUU*. 

Lord Aide*, rxhSO. He considered tbe 
bill to bo an unnecessary and indecent at- 
tack upon tbe king’s lawful prerogative. 
Nothing whatever had been stated & prowi 
that sftcea measure was no ms aK Turrit 
merely an expression in the preamble tol 
the bill, that it was expedient for the pub- 
lic service, Tbe tnaaepr also in which the 
tyU originated wee very unusual, and no 
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f ground had been shewn to pnm Uurtthdre 
I was any necessity to make such an attach 
i upon the king's just prerogative. He thwld 
! therefore oppose the Mil and take the sense 
r of the house upon it. 




Earl Groivenor expressed great regret at 
f the opposition given to this hill by his no* 
|bie friend. He conceited the bill to be so 
< completely in unison with the popular feel* 

\ ing at the present mometft, that it would j 
7 be unwise to reject it, and be thought his! 

„ majesty's ministers, by opposing the bill, | 
f would render themselves so unpopular that 
I they would not long fiemain in office. He 
was a warm friend to the bill, not merely 
, for its own sake, but for tbe sake of those 
measures of reform relative to the public 
expenditure, of which he considered tbis 
merely as the forerunner— measures which 
|were highly necessary at a crisis like the 
present, when it was of so much i importance 
to engage the hearts as well as the aftn£of 
the people. He trusted their lordships 
would not be Vriuced to reject the bill. 

Tbe Karl of Lesdfrcfefr called their lord- 
ships* attention to his majesty's speech at 
the close of the last session, m which satis- 
faction was expressed at the conduct of the 
u committee of finance, and coatended that 
*his bill, being the only measure which 
»that committee had then recommended, tbe 
* king's speec|) contained in effect an appro- 
i val of the measure. After ministers had 
^thus approved of the measure, after they 
had approved of it In the o\her house, and 
{ after the bill had been so long m this house, 
1 he was greatly astonished at the opposition 
it now experienced. He could not help 
also adverting to the conduct of his majes 
ty’s ministers upon this occasion. If they 
now thought this bill .ought not to pass, 
why did they not attend in their places, and 
oppose it in a manly manner, instead of 
staying away themselves, and sending their 
f if lends kt#Vpg|^ggrt^fhs to oppose the bill ? 
[None of the oninistep were present, except 
the lord cha^ellor,] He did not mean by 
tfiis^o impute to the noble lord that he was 
( sent there for that purpose ; but that con- 
struction would 4ftrpJrtupon such conduct 
by the public* He waTcoqvmced that the 
public feeling was strongly in favour of the 
^bill ; and that ought to be* st tbe present 
I* mo ment, a strong argument in if s favour. 
I /-3w^mssgg.of offices in reversion tfe eOn- 


rsideped to be nighty prejudicial to the pub- 
! be service, and b igb ly improper ; such grants 
[ being frequently nyule to children, at a very 
early we, aug such offices, although requi- 
ring regulation, from a change of circtim- 


MuHfa* <*oM not, during such grant, ba \ 
fegotaed for the benefit of' the (Mffitk. { 
He would instance one ease, thdt dfttoe I 
Isfge office held by the noble fardi A rAmft x 
and the reversion of which had bUn Mit 
ed to Mm after the death of bis wMi 
whose public services were undoubtedly 
great, at a time when the income arising 
from it was comparatively trifling* The 
profits *of it had since increased to an 
amount which could not possibly have been 
in the contemplation of any one, and which 
arose, m a great degree, from the misfor- 
tunes of the country* It would, no doubt, 
have been thought expedient to regulate 
an office of that description.* He thought; 
Kipon every ground that could be stated} 
that tbis bill ought to be proceeded in* 

Lord Arifkn Baid, he was not sent to that 
house to oppose the 4>ill, nor would he be 
soot there by any man : he opposed the 
bill because he conceived it to be his duty 
as a peer of parliament tp do so. 

The Earl of Lauderdale hr explanation* 
disclaimed any intention of throwing the 
least imputation upon the noble lord ; he 
only meant to allude to the construction 
which would be put iifethe public mind 
upon the opposition given to the bill, cou- 
pled with the absence of his majesty's mi- 
nisters. # • 

Lord Me/vltle said there was only one 
point in which he agreed with the noble 
lord (Lauderdale), namely, that which re- 
lated to tbe absence of ministers. ' He 
wished they had been there to declare 
their sentiments'ln opposition to the bt]l, 
if such were the sqptiments which they en- 
tertained upon the subject. But^rhen the 
absence of ministers was spoken of, he 
would ask, where# were the illustrious 
members <of the late administration ? Why 
did iiot they attend to support their own 
bill, ancf display their parental fondness 
for tlWir own Storing ? lie denied that 
this measure had n^n approved of or al- 
luded tdkin his maje8ty*s speech* Tbe 
speech arolauded the general object of the 
committal of finance, namely, to enquire 
into tbe offians of reforming and economi- 
zing the pwic exfwnditags » but could not 
be made fto^pply jb the present measure. 

“ ‘ rat hadfTte rontftfcled, been ad- 

favour of the present meggure, 
n assertion, that it was agreeable 
mblic feeling. He did not beltWO* 
Was any such feeling in the pub* • 
r was them any thing m the 
i the public could be benefited, 
bill webe to past, not a sisueiwsa * 




be *av*d byfo % would re- 

i t&mn the s«ma; and, the^ml.y object ofit 
1 ^tould be to encroachupott lie king's just 
jpd lawful prerogative. The noble lord 
md spoken of reveruiont being granted to 
c^fcfreA^but was it not the practice, when 
gfeet services had been performed by an 
Adfliifal or General, to confer hereditary 
hphbur^ and to grant also an annua] sum, 
wJricb whi pot confined to the . person to 
^Vltom granted, but* was extended to his 
descendants? It hfd been the constant 
practice Qf our ancestors to act upon this 
: principle. He would, put a ease also to 
shew the expediency of acting upon it in 
Other instance; suppose a person 'was 
tendered incapable by age or infirmity 
from executing the duties of an office which 
he bad held for 30 or SO yeafs ; such a 
person .was not to b^turned out without 
‘ some provision. There were in this ca%e 
only two modes of acting ; the one by a 
pension, and the otjierby granting the rever- 
sion of the office to his son or other rela- 
tion, who might assist him in the office. 
Hy the former mode, a charge was made 
typon the public during the life of t\at per- 
. son, and in the letter there was uo addi- 
tional expence. Hccoujd discover nothing 
in support of this bill, but an assertion thut 
it wa$ expedient ; whilst, on the other 
hand* there was the unifortn practice of 
Opr ancestors. . He could not, therefore, 
.consent tD such a bill as the present, nor 
could he for a momeut consent, thut after 
a beneficent Teigo of nearly half a century, 
such an attack should b£ made upon the 
prerogative and influeuc^p of a beloved and 
severed Aonarch. 

Lord Holland said, as the noble viscount 
had begun his speech by slating diat there 
^as only one poidt^iii the speech of his 
poble friend ftheearlof Lauderdale), in 
which be agreed, so be would observe that* 
them was only one poigH 91 the ^>s*ch of 
! the noble viscount /fr which he had the 
' good fortune to agtee, and that Jv as, that 
"*hi$ majesty's ministers Ought to lave been 
present "to have declared their Jentiinents 
in a manly manner upon this bis. As to 
' fhe charge mad«*by the/uuble discount, ol 
' the absence of tbv^ meufcers ofll® late ad- 

* piniblratiou^fte^um assure U^r lbrd- 

* shiro, that, nad there been the ipakt ex- 
pfPCmttSfi that this hill would be < 

would ha\e been a full attend 

* those, noble loids, with wham lie h\ 

. .hondlrr to. act. Jlut.wben itv 

pd thut only four-auef-twenty ^ 
jijitf been given oT any intAtiopto 


tb» bill <hfe 4id not me»ato throw* any 
imputation upon the noble lord who baa 
commenced this debate), there, was 
much ground for surprise at the thin attend 
dance. He thought it, however, of so 
much importance that this bill should be 
debated in a fell house, that be intended 
to nrnve*to adjourn the debate till to-mor- 
row, in order to give an opportunity for 
that full attendance, which the importance 
of the subject demanded. After the bill 
had beeu nearly a month before the hause, 
without appearing to meet with any objec* 
tion, he was astonished that it should now 
be attempted to be debated in a thin 
house, and at to 1 tie a period of the ses- 
sion. His noble friends had not attended, 
because they thought there was no inten- 
tion of opposing the bill ; he was convin- 
ced they would attend if the consideration, 
of the toll was postponed till to-morrow. 
He entirely agreed with his uoble friend 
(earl Grosvenor), that this bill was only to 
be considered as the foreryjrfjer of import 
tant measures of reform and economy in 
the public expenditure of the country,- 
When it was in contemplation to abolish 
or to regulate offices, it was natural as the 
first step to bC taken, to prevent those of-# 
lic^s being granted in reversion, because 
if they were, it was obvious»that lor a con, 
siderable time no regulation cguld be ap- 
plied to them. It was therefore that the 
public feeling was so much interested iu 
this bill, which *be contended it was, and 
he begged leave to sav that he thought the 
noble viscount in deuying the existence of 
this public feeling %vas mistaken. He was 
convinced that if ministers thought that 
the rejection of this measure would 
not be an unpopular. measure, they would 
find themselves miserably mistaken. He 
denied that, the bill was ati encroachment 
upon the just prerogative of the crown ; oiv 
the contrary, the rever- 

sion was an encroachment uyou thut prero- 
gative, and upon this subject he would put 
the case* which though an extreme ^>u£, 
would shew the teifdeucy of tint argument, ( 
namely, that of all grant- 

ed iu reversion : ''lx would necessarily fol- 
low, that the’ successor to the crown 
woulpl find bhnself deprived of all in-j 
fluence. Reversions, besides, had a ten/, 
dency # to* render the offices 
uecures, and sinecures were again granted . 
in. reversion : then reversions begat sine- 
cures, and sinecures begat reversions. 
n^ight be true that,. by th| operation of* 

ibis bill in itself, nothing would braved ; 

• * 
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but when it was considered as the v flrst step 
toother measures, it must’be viewed ma 
vary, different light; and although there 
naiglA be considerable exaggeration as to 
the saving which it possible to effect, 
yet, at the present moment, every six* 
pence and every halfpenny ought to he sa- 
ved, in order to lighten, as much as pos- 
sible, the burthens of the people. There 
might, perhaps, be a popular delusion up- 
on thiB subject; but even that was an ar- 
gument, at a crisis like the present, for 
agreeing to this bill. * He did not conceive, 
however, that a bill yf so much importance 
should be decided upon in so thin a house, 
and he should therefore move, that the de- 
bate be adjourned till to-morrow. < 

The burl of Lauderdale again i eferred to 
bib majesty's speech at the close of the lasL 
session, his majesty’s speech hi the opening 
of the present session, and to the votes oi 
the house of commous, containing the reso- 
lution on which the present bill was found 
ed , and &>utended that his nAjesty's 
sptet bes contained a full approval of this 
measuie. 

Lord Melville again contended that lus 
majesty’s speeches only contained an ap- 
; proval of the general object of the commit- 
. ter of finance. 

liie Lari o£ Selku h approved of the* bill, 
upon the principle that it was to br consi- 
deied as tne forerunner of other great and 
impoitaut measures. 

Lord Bonngdtm said, - however unplea- 
saut it might be for him to differ in opinion 
with those with whom he usually agreed, 
he felt it iur umbent upon him to support 
this bill. It was a measure to which the 
country looked with no little anxiety : con- 
sidering it as recommended by his majesty, 
and expected by the'pubhc*# it should have 
his support. — The question having been put 
, on lord Holland’s amendment, the bous* 
divicUrh;, r Non-coft tents 15 ; Contents 9 , 
Majority b.'-^T he bill was then read a se- 
cond tune; and upon the Question for the 
• tlyi d reading, u was moved by lord Arden, 
that it shpuld be read a third time this day 
d months, which-avas earned without a di- 
vision. 


i Phi'll flay I 
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n must btg leave to 
Jhe present ^occasion. 

*ome of his former objections p**, 

•true ting the lower classes of 
especially in .writing and arithmetic, 
public expence. He thought also, that tap# 
lug enabled »tp read, they would waste t&efc 
time in perusing inflammatory haqd-bill%» 
and other political, productions ; and that? 
more mischief would* be the result than, 
good produced by it. t t 

Mr. W. Smith deffrded ^be^riocipfe of 
instructing allclasses of society* and tli ought, 
that those who* opposed it must necessary 
found their arguments upon mistake. Sedfca 
tion, if it was at all to be propagated or ePK 
couraged by* instruction or general know-; 
ledge, was much more likely to be so, by* 
its being communicated by the ear* tb^ft l% 
would be when communicated by* the cy$«. 
It appeared to hun.that one ill-in ten tioqod 
man, disposed to propagate sedition, might 
do infinitely more mischief, by iu$ajPHgg 
the passions of the people by seditious ha- 
rangues, than could be done by their reading 
the mast inflammatory and seditious pam~. 
phlets ; and it was sutely much better tc^ 
counteract seditious flkmphlets, by their 
being able to react others of a contrary ten-, 
dency, than to hire men to make speeches, 
in order to put down the’effect of seditions 
harangues. If the government of> &4 
country were afraid of making the people 
enlightened and well informed,* he really 
did not see how tney could possibly stpp 
short of wishing that they had no under-, 
staudmgs ataJl. * 

Mr. Pole Cat As objected* to*the* clause 
relative to the purchasing, hiring, or erect- 
ing buildings for the purpose of giving the 
lequisile instruction* He had been told 
that the poor’s rates weie ultimately to be. 
lowered, by enlightening the Jo war or<^rf A 
of peopj*^ but he was convinced it, 
would have quiewa contrary effect, and 
tend tounothmg moretthan raising the^poo^a 
rates, mid afloyiing them au education ty* 
yond wiat their situations iu life required. 
That education was certainly best which 
was nci&test adapted to *tbe particular 
sphere -ol each |iudivi8ual. Institutions 
far education sing daily, and* 

htiiJ/v no occasion for mcieasitig their 
n\m%wer ; the more especially as ho trtoifgbt 
sloop schools were more desirable than 
l$me ones ; because, in*the latter, immot 
r (qtv was more likely to be imbibed then* 
iraljfiy # and virtue. For these* and* 
'0 tcasonn, be proposed to leaqp out the 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 

Tuesday , August 4. 
jjlAL ScnooEs BIi.ta] Mr. 
moved the ordei of the day fo( 
taking into Jhrtber consideration the import 
on the Parochial Schools bill ; which lV»ng 
read* • 

M^Dmcs Giddy said* though he should 






Cvdblw ABflLid A ^. a ^ M aaihii ItfWi^l Ay. 

w» Wm ww iyfwwww Up® Mguiuran 
teOVt- WWl aftiti»aa»i»foa->t«a*b.- 
ftjt fttfogly AtWtt itffcwiitoioii, and »oth 
iltfiMilfblla refatml by ewy argu- 

ascftwva&.tr.^i 

ttvitwMMHiiaMt which went 
to Mer tho whole biU toHfec- 
HfeL White 1 to. donfeer* of a refined «Ju- 
MHb. were talked of, gentlemen did not 

a to Mdhei, that the edwoliod pro- 
b* All kilt eraa onto the ritrafe adu- 
iftMi < «( md«4 and witting. Whatever 
tM^Ahotitoaenae of the boaie upon this 
iK^tawnt, he dwdd own he wto anxiona 
atMh ahAVehonldpaw Aider tegi*I«tiw au- 
thoHty, dew that parliament bad deci- 
ded that education was a good thing to bo 
4*da» a propet thfafg to he obtained. It 
diia 0 tottfaha for MUM member * to atop* 
dfoe tbattbi* win tompttimrp meaaore. 

W®QR Ufc ® BODt WHO fCCCHuBvIMIM 

«MmMI schools in pre fer e nce to large'tmes, 
|frbpb#e tnfave fib ^m&H schools instead of< 
iftsitarge school, by way of limiting the 

a rnnses of the undertaking f He bed eta* 
,«f>d 4 be would ptttt state, that it was his 
% i nta> H wo*$d be better to aaah the cba- 
rtt<W of the labourer td ae to make him 
Mjffcmtndeqit of Ins fell o w ■crea tures for his 
imfllhoOtf, and this was the mode ultimate- 
hr to reduce the poor's rates. Bat whether 
iltoi w e r e poor's rates or fioU he should 
swcOlftend that the instruction of the 
would V>e good, and would be one of 
**“ 1 itatdft boons their country could 
Hr upon them. Wh$n this ettbtoct was 
t*o£ he could not help having Soot- 
. jlways in bis mind. What he had 
I* of that country, and the inhabitants 
bof, tended strongly to .infirm hir>in 
rtfUtb of what he h'.u M beard stated in 
PMfbdse concerning them*— After s o me 
““ cortuetsation, this ameudmAit was 
d wfchotft a division* f 

Pi tie Cems said, there wye some 
in the preamble shich $A Wished 
!. U%M no ftneaos/a mtroved 
as itecSw i ^whereas, the hsr- 
; ycmth tends most r 
of morality and 

fetthr following pjwsage wS did tpot a 
m ; •• whereof we had a most “ 

% long experience, in 
■rgy doited kingdom call 
WmtC He thought there wdk no pro) 



striking oat^those passages. 

Mr* JTtffrffcMf Said* he tTiirnd wit# hit 
bon. friend, as to the advantages to be 
derived to the public from this hill. The 
preamble mentioned instruction^ but what 
soft of instruction f He by no means 
thought, that teaching the lover orders to 
read and write, would prove beneficial to 
the community at large* Scotland had been 
referred to aa 4 proof of the great advan* 
tages resulting from instructioti, but he 
did not think that proved any thing with 
regard to this country. He thought the 
character of the boom contributed mors 
to obtain reading and Writing, than read- 
ing and writing to form the character of 
the Seotcb. He should, therefore, approve 
of amending the preamble, 

Mr. WTMreod would not Consent to alter 
the preamble, which was the foundation of 
the bill. He had not expected that his 
right h6n. friend would have been in the 
house, and he was altogether unprepared 
for his opposition. He was surprised and 
grieved that bs should lend his great talents 
to those who sensed* to think education an 
improper thing * r the lower orders ; but 
even against bis great abilities he would 
engage to maintain, that education contri- 
buted to morality and virtue. He was 
astonished, that m a mind so enlightened, 
there should be a speck so dark. If he had 
not known that hts right 0 bon. friend was 
one of the most enlightened men of the age, 
he should really have supposed that be had 
heard another Jack Cade, who had accu- 
sed lord Say and Sale of corrupting the 
minds of the people by introducing gram- 
mar-schools and printing, and verbs 
and nouns. When one opposed that for 
which he himself was remarkable, it was 
Called “ the Devil rebuking sin. ** We 
heard of m&themaiioilais ^who thought 
mathematics the only desirable education 
—of navigators who preferred navigation 
to every thing, and so forth ; but here wan 
a most remarkable Iking— a raw* of the 
greatest knowledge himwdi. opposing the 
^communication ofknotv ledge. It was with 
pain and regret tb'at he heard his right bon, 
l friend, session after session, talking against 
the diffusion of knowledge* If he did not 
know httfk to be a man of most < 

be should suppose he wished to be a mono- 
poliser — a regrater and fqisfedhr of all 
fsffott and genius in his own pecpon. For 
his part, be differed with him moftt widely 
on this head, and was for doing dbery 


w** 


tbmgjui bit pmr in aid oftbat vital spark, 
which could not be token away. He would 
wish to have men the dignified characters 
for which they were formed by nature, and 
for which they only wanted the assistance* 
of education. He would wish them to know 
their duties, and to understand and value, 
as they ought# their rights. If the bouse 
rejected the.preamble, they rejected the 
base, on which the whole-stood, and if they 
rejected the base, they might as well reject 
the superstructure altogether. 

Sir T. Turton said, he had heard the 
bon. gentleman wigi a considerable deal 
of astonishesent, when he stated that if be 
deserted thiapartof the preamble, be should 
be deserting die whole superstructure of 
the bill* As to Scotland, he should ask 
him, had the house any proof to ascertain 
that such was the fact, as alleged in that 
_ preamble? liad there been any committee 
appointed, or was there any now to be 
appointed to investigate this matter, and to 
convince tile house of the propriety of] 
adopting such a clause? The right hon. 
gent. (Mr. Windham) did not appear to 
object so much to the principle of giving 
instruction to the peopliL as to the mode 
of doing so. Upon this fihbject he could 
say, that instruction was gaining ground by 
very rapid grides through the country, 
perhaps indeed too rapidly. Was the day 
labourer, Tie would ask, happier, tor being 
instructed in reading and writing? Did 
the house not recollect 'the mutiny at the 
Nore? He might venture to state, from 
the information of an hon. admiral, that 
upou that occasion the mutineers had daily 
and nightly meetings on board of the ships; 
at which meetings they employed them- 
selves in reading the newspapers and other 
publications; and (hat this tended much 
to the consequences which ensiled. We 
* are not, said sir Thomas, adverse te 
instructing the people, but there is a mode, 
and also an extent, to which their educa- 
tion ought 'to be* carried. My humble 
• opinion is, that this bill will lie as a dead 
letter uppn the statute book, and not one 
parish out of fifty will ever act upon it. 
Certainly Scotland dodb form an exception, 
with respect to a system *of education, but 
. it can bear no analogy to the education of j 
, the people of England. The Scotch are a 


tmmkmA hi firv imulU 
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do not appear to V educated 
for remaining at home, ttysy being \i\ 
general indlioqd to move beyond their 
country. Their education would render 
them totally discontented, if they did^not 
trav^ ;nto other countries. If they re- 


***** , 

Mr. M*ekm observed, tfcfdv irfok fin 
bad heard one right bon. geatT(l«e/W iadl c 
ham)tfotmg that he thought foe g 
duct of the people of Scotland pnaepp ffll 
entirely foam their general character 
another boa. geat.( Mr. Whitbread) argufoa 
that it originated from their general gqeZ 
education, he was o fo a pi nio n, that bmkm M 
them might be said to be , right, tfm 
schools in Scotland smiw like other schooW 
except that the masters bad a eafory fix** 
by the legislature. They bad emaxmnim 
and a minimum of stipend which was ^ 
them by the formers and the herifogi^ 
There were no parish rates in Scotland 
religion, fie might venture to pay* was the 
very foundation of fibt Scotch mstructk^u 
Before they were taught to write, they wet* - 
completely taught to read their Bible. It 
was not, however, every person wfio woe- 
educated, that tuqgfsefled to life* hut fifi. 
never could conceive, after they Were Op, 
grounded in religious ideas, as eyen sp bk 
able tp repeat their biblet, tha t their ieatV 
ing and writing could be prejudicial to, 
them. The schools dfire/in general, 
amined every by the ministers of lha. 
church, or by the heritors. He thought 
that in England the bishop of tbeVtiocesf* 
should appoint a certain number of clergy^ 
men to examine the schools, and to wmA, 
that religion be the first and tbd lost Jthfofe* 
that is taught there. . ' J 

Mr. WUberfwcc opposed the argument 
of the hon. baronet, and was sure,, thffi, 
when he examined bis premises more 4*4 
curately, he would find that they lad fo? 
conclusions, to which he would by jp| 
means willing to assent. .What !_ wpsif' 
to be an argument against the cultivation 
of oun faculties, that those foculties xnfch)& 
be ^abused ? ^ He contencTed 
against leaving Owf^itber the fonntf ortfir 
latter part of the preamble, particular)^ 
the former, wiycb contained a proposition* 
namely, “ that the instructors of j Mjaifi, 
tended to morality and virtue," tfie o 
sion of Much, in his opinion, would $A 
disgraceful, as after sudh jtepeatfd <jhpn|r 
■ionsut would gjipeasr the fiouaulfc* 
conihJfos had discovered it* folfocf • 
would be be wiUixm to give up the 4 
of the preamble, which, jred “ 
cfofbUy ^Scotland) In which the i 
urn of education, in the 
it of the character of apeopk, /f 
ffippareat. In hie 4 eefftopfa fin f^r 
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people" from learning to read, to the remedy being applied to it; and he 
we* lion. baronet seemed W have abstained doubted not that he should have the support 
from reading liimsplf ; for if he had read of all those who were so warm on the semi- 
ttie bill,’ he, would have pWr.eived that a ing of a private letter from a secretary of 
Complete option was given to the poor the treasury to his friend* in favour of a 
Whether they would allow their children to candidate* The plan he intended to intro* 


he instructed or not. 


duce into his bill was as follows : that the 


‘ hl*%*Gratta)i supported the bill, and de- writs as soon asissued should be- delivered 
dared that he' did not think knowledge too sealed by the messenger of tlu» great seal to 
even among the higher orders. I the secretary of the post-office, who should' 


He dwelt with great <praise on the plaus of be enjoined to forward them by the follow- 
ed ucation in Scotland, but contended that mg mail to the postmaster of the couftty 
Ireland was by no 41 ’ means an illiterate towu of each county, and who should de- 
country, especially the south of it ; he wish* liver a receipt for men) to the messenger, 
ed, however, that, the benefits of iostruc- The postmaster of each countdown on the 


lion might be more generally diffused* 


receipt of tlie wilt should be enjoined to 


v , Mr. A Carcv) then moved an amendment inform the sheriff of its arrival, and should 
that the allusion in the preamble to Scot- return a receipt to die secretary of the post- 
land be omitted. A division ensued : For office. On obtaining information of the 
thenroendmpnt 28; against u 33 ; majority 5. arrival of the’ writ, the sheriff should be 
—On tlie motion for the third reading of enjoined instantly to repair to the post- mas- 


bill on Thursday, 


I ter , grJng him a receipt on its delivery. 


•r The Chancellor (if the Exchequer submitted I)y this plan three points would be gained ; 
,fo the fioti. gent. (Mr. M4iilbread), as there 1st, despatch, for in 5 days a writ would 
was little prospect at* the bill's getting reach the most distant part ot the island ; 
through the other house during the present 2d, security, which would be provided for 
session, if it would not be better to tytve it by the receipts given by the various parties 
re-priuted as amended, so that it might be through whose hands the writ passed ; 3d, 
resumed on tlie corffmencement of the next and ubove all, the utmost facility would be 
session, as a measure w6ich had been ap- afforded to detection and remedy, if, either 
proved of in that hou^e, rather than as one by Occident or design, the \$rit should be 
which Kad been thrown out in another place, diverted from its proper course. With re- 
Mr. Whitbread wished the bill to bike its gard to the perquisites which the messenger 
chance in the other house. If its progress of the great seal had hitherto received on 
was stopped in consequence of his majesty the delivery of writs he did not wish that 
.thinking it proper to prorogue parliament, they should be touched during the life of 
£hat could noL be regarded as a rejection, the person who at present held that office, 
but'if^ttu unavoidable delay of the measure, for two reasons: 1st, because those perqui- 
w hi c h ‘Wu-d again comtf forward with no sites had been regulated, at different periods, 
worse grace than that which had formerly by authority ; and, 2d, because tlie present 


attended it.— The third Reading was accor- 
dingly fixed lor Thursday. ^ 
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officer had rectified many abuses, and had 
not pul up the*. writs ’to a kind of public 


[DtMvr.RV of Wium] Mr. Barham rose auction, in imitation of his predecessors, 
to make his prom isedmotion for leaveio bring ‘Should the house give him leave to bring in 

. ... r * i i- * » i i_ • » • if _ _ l t i r .i ■ m. 


ii} A bill to amend the preset-mode of i*eli- his bill, he should movelfor the appointment 
venng \Vriti? for the elesiran of members of of a committee to examine into the fees and 
the house of common^ lie stated the liicon- perquisites of the messenger of the great 


weniencics of the present myde, and lament- seal, for the purpose of introducing a elapse* 
ed that by refusing to hear the Messenger into the bill in ordet* to save the present 
of the Great $eal at the bar of the house, officer from any loss. After bis death, lie 
bad prevented hioi from proving fiis state- was of opinion that these fees and perqui- 
njents. He declared that at every^lection sites might be abolished ; at present they 
\he tnesseng‘*r>?J&6ived th® treasury amounted, one year with another, to about 
4* list of those to whom they recomrkended 500/. a year. This might be charged on 
That the writs should be 6ent. He dkd not the consolidated fund, or put 
peculiarly charge the present adroinistlLtipn ,rifis’ account, lie concluded’ by moving 
&Hli/tbis practice*; it had been the custom for leave to bring in a bill td insure cer- 
f with Aecedent administrations. JleJjftjJp, tainty and dispatch in the delivery of 
"however, that now the case was tgrouAnt wrijs for the election of members ofparlia- 
bcfbrt* parliament, c they* woti$d not went. — Leave granted. c J 
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TIkisr Arms bill.] The order of the grievous oppression of the subject, in calling j 

M having been read for the house to re tor the irrventory of his arms from day to y 
e itself into a committee on the Irish Arms day .—The clause was amended on themotioa 
A Mr. Long moved that the Speaker do of Mr. W. so as to require the magis- 
leavi the chair. * trate to demand the inventory of arms by a 

Mr. Whitbread wouU not oppose the mo- requisition in writing under his band, anh 
tion for gqjng into a committee, although to allow the party called upon to make affi- 
the bill appeared to him to be so highly davit of the truth of his inventory, before 
objectionable, so calculated to defeat the any Magistrate of the county, in which the 
purposes whith it had in view, and so al- party may reside. — -The next clause Mr. \V. 
hiring to the enemy to iifvade Ireland, that declafed to be so tyrannical, that he doubted 
be did not think it possible to amend it in if any modification that could be made in it 
such a way as to render him friendly to the could reconcile him to it. The clause was, the 
measure. one authorising magistrates and those amho- 

Mr. Herbert reprobated the bill. He enter- rised by the warrants of magistrates to search 
edinto a description of the state of Ireland, for concealed arms. An amendment pro- 
to show that the bill was unnecessary, and posed by him was agreed* to, authorising a 
among other things mentioned, that in a magistrate to make search in person, in case 
Militia regiment, of which he had the ho- of reasonable suspicion, but that no persons 
nour of being second in command, four- other thanrfnagistrates, shall make such search, 
fifths of the privates, half the non-commis- except by warrant* from two magistrates, 
sioned officers, and six of the commissioned such warrant not to be granted but* upon in- 
officers were Roman Catholics ; bufc that no 'formation upon oath of one or more credible 
unpleasant circumstances whatever had thence witnesses. 

arisen. • • Mr. Dillon proposed!! further amendment, 

Mr. Long observed, that the clauses of that no search should be made except be- 
this bill had made a part of the former In- tween sun rising and sun setting ; and if this 
surrection bill, and had only been changed amendment were to be, resisted, he should 
for the purpose of mitigation. The bill Ijad propose that the magistrate should be present 
been prepared by the late attorney general at the search. — A long^liscussion took place, 
for Ireland, and, if it was necessary six upon this amendtnent, and upon another, 
months ago, nothing had since occurred to which was proposed to be substituted for it 
make it less necessary. by Mr. Dillon, namely,* that the power of 

Mr. Ellibt admitted that the draft of the search should be confined to the proclaimed 
bill had been prepared by order of the late districts. 

government, but Jlhat the clauses had not Mr. Sheridan said, that every modifica- 
been finally determined upon. Many of tion of the Insurrection bill had only ren- 
the clauses required modification, and if his dered its provisions more severe; and the 
bon. friend had not intimated his intention same spirit seemed to be extended fo, the 
to propose the amendments he was to move, present bill. This measure wjs not only 
it would have been his duty to do so. At to operate on the disturbed counties, but on 
the same time, he must say that the late the peaceable districts, and was to become 
government would not have taken upon the ma#t tyrannical law that ever insulted 
themselves the responsibility *for the state of Ireland. The geullemen of that country, 
Ireland, without the controul of this mea^ possessing landed property, who held the 
* sure properly modified. For this reason, he magisterial office, were of great respectabi-* 
should not oppose the speaker’s leaving the lit/* but it was notorious that magistrates, 
chair. . • in a different condition of life, were select- 

% Mr. Ponsonly was not satisfied of the ed for the purpose or carrying into execu- 
necessity of the measure and should there* tion such bills ;*and it was therefore of the 
fore oppose its progress in every stage. — -The highest importance to prevent oppression. 
House then resolved itself into the commit- from their misapplication. • 
ite.— A discussion then’ took place upon the Colonel Barry defended the Irish magis- 
clause for authorising magistrates from time trncy from the attack of bp right bon. friend, 
•toting to call for an inventory of the If tl£y were deserving of .his representa* # 
arms of persons, whom they may suspect tion, it must have been the fault of the late 
Iftviug^arms illegally. * . • chancellor ; and he appealed to aft hon. 

4 Mr. Whitiread contended, that this was, geny opposite (Mr. Ponsonby), whether 
a clause that gave magistrates the power of thMate chancellor bad no*t required from tho 
Vot IX. 9 m * • " 

• / 
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\ c&Urity members, and the governors of The Speaker objected to putting thejques- 
*0 deunties, characters of the persons in the tion of adjournment again without the inter ■* 
commission of the peace, with a view to vention of a new subject. He had grourjd- 
purify the magistracy of the county ? ed his opinions on the precedents of the j?2th 

.Mr. Ponsonby declared, that the late of March, 177 1 , and Kith March, 1/72.* 
chancellor had acted From a conscientious It had latterly been lift; usage of the house, 
conviction that the magistracy wanted to be but an usage that he had no scruple in say- 
purged, and was prevented only by the late ing was unfounded., He £id not think the 
change —A division took place on the motion of the lion, member regular, and he 
amendment, when the numbers werq, for should not, therefore, put it. — -The question 
the amendment, 23 \ against it, 79- On was then put, that the bill be now read a 
our re-admission, the remaining clauses third time; when,, after a speech from lord 
were gone through, aqd some new clauses Milton, against the principle of the bill, 
added, the latter of which limits the dura- sir J Newport moved that,- instead of the 
tion of the bill to two years, and until the word “ now,” lie inserted the words, “ this 
end of the then next session of parliament. “ day •/' upon which amendment the house 
After an amendment had been moved by divided : for the amendment 14 ; against it 
sir /. Newport to limit the bill to one year, *5. Whilst strangers were excluded, we 
and until six weeks after the commencement understood that another division took place 
of the then next session of pftilinmcnt, of 12 and 7-4, when lord Castlereagh slated, 
which was negatived without a di\ Lion, the that seeing gentlemen were detn mined to 
house resumed, and the report was ordered, press amendment after amendment, and 


to be received to -moi row. * 

[Militia Transfer Bill.] — Lord Castle- 
reagh moved the order of the day for the 
third reading of this bill. Mr. Windham, 
sir It. Williams, and Mr. Calcraft, put it to 
the noble lord whether he would press the 
3d reading of such a bill at such an hour in 
the morning . (one "o'clock), when many 
gentlemen had left the house, under an im- 
pression that as the former business had ex- 
tended to so late ^an hour, this question 
would not have been brought on. , Lord 
.Castlereagh could not consent to ihe delay 
solicited. Sir R. Williams moved, that the 
iiouse now' adjourn. A division then took 
place : for th*b adjournment, 12 : against it 7 1 . 
On the re-admission of strangers, we found 
Mr. Windham on his Lgs, objecting in 
strong terms, to the pressing the 3d reading 
of the bill at that hour, and . after so long 
and teazing a discussion, a§ had takeh place 
- for the last eight hours, and conjured the 
house not to treat the country and the crisis 
with so indiscreet a levity, as to hurry Jpr- 
ward at that late hour thc F third reading of a 
bill of such a ques/Snable nature, and 
fraught with such momentous consequences. 

Lord Cqstlereagh replied. He tk ned 
even the characteristic ingenuity of the 
right lion: gent.*to start a novel idea in any 


keep tile house till to-morrow night, he 
should give them their wav. — The third 

reading was then postponed till this day. 

: 

HOUSE or LORDS. 

• Wednesday* August 5. 

[Protest against the rejection of 

THE 'OFFICES IN REVERSION El LI.]. TllC 

order of the day being read for taking into 
consideration one of the standing orders of 
the house, 

Lord Holland moved that the order for 
regulating the time of delivering in protests 
be read; which being read accordingly, his 
lordship observed that much inconvenience 
often art se from the early hour at which it 
was necessary to deliver in protests (at two 
o’clock p. m. after the debate.) A protest 
had been entered this day against a proceed- 
ing, which took place ‘ycstei day (the injec- 
tion of the offices in reversion bill), and the 
| kurry with which it w'as drawn up, made 
j him desirous to make** a few alterations 
in it; with that view he should now move, 
that time be allowed till the sitting of the 
house to-morrow, to alter two passages in* 
the second reason of ^hc protest delivered in 
this day. 

The Lord Chancellor reminded the house. 


discussion on the present bill, however pro- 
longed. All that could be .said by tlfc liglp 
lion. gent, had been already exhausted and 
fully Answered. t 

Mr. 'CalcraJTt vindicated the. motives of 
hi$tiglft hon. friend in wishing to defer? lie 
to a more seasonable oppoi (unify, | 
and moyt-d that the houses do now adjouffff . 

— M ^ 


that this -was an old established order, and 
that it had been juniformly observed c \vith 
great strictness It would therefore be lor 
the:r loijdi^ps to consider whether iL^va^ 
necessary .* ) dispense with it on the present 
(Occasion, wlfcre it was scarcely possible to, 
add to the force of the reasons, and 1o the 
strength of the expressions which aheady 




ip6i] PARI,. DEBATES, 

ru.Vred this protest.-*~On the questipn be- 
■ng ? v - u » was negatived without a division. 

■ J « ;.\i Holland had then only to say, that 
»' bourne, he hoped, would come, not only 
wiitfj die reasons against such a proceeding 
luighlfc be fully expressed, but when the 
measure itself would l* renewed, and car- 
ried, to the great satisfaction of the country. 
—Upon the rciection^of this motion, the 
following proteslfl^as entered . 

“ Dissentient, because the protesting lqrds 

• might be anxious to assignas a reason against 
the rejection of the bill, th<? assurances which 
wore held out to the. public, that the late 
dissolution of parliament was not suggested 
by his majesty’s advisers for the purpose, 
nor should in its consequences have tin; 
effect of frustrating, or even interrupting 
the benefits likely to arise from the labour* 
of the committee of finance. Assurances 
which in our opinion have been violated by 
the sudden and unexpected rejection of the 
bill. — (Signed) Vassal! Holland, touderdnle. 
Cow per, Wentwoilh Kitzwiiliam, fonson- 
by, (.Iiugiillpr.y* 

HOUSE or COMMONS. 

Wednesday , ^lugust 5. 

f M iliti \ Tuanseer RillJ. The order 
of the day for the third reading* of this bill 
having been read. 

Colonel Stanley took the opportunity of 
expressing his ^approbation ot it ; contend- 
ing that the advant ige* which the; line would 
derive front it, were bv no meant equal to! 
the injuries which the militia, that gi eat 
constitutional fo re®, would sustain. Ib. sus- 
pected that the Militia establishment was not 
a favourite with the present government, 
and yet they should nut forget the zeal and 1 
spirit with which the Militia regiments vo- 
lunteered their services to ii eland on a for- : 
mer occasion. He wished to know, from j 
some of his majesty V mini-deio, whether it 
was their intention to go upon this system 
from time to time, and draft from the 1 n i 1 j - i 
tia whenever they wanted recruits for the 
regular army ? If it were so, it would be- 
come a bcriuHS consideration for the gentle- ! 
*mcn who had already made gretjt sacrifices, j 
whether they were to^ontinue long in the j 
militia, f^or his part, it would be with an j 
aching heart that he shpuld part with tho-e 
men who had grown perfect soldiers, wlfo 
had formed an attachment to their officers, 

• and Vhosc officers were attached to them. 

• liejjjso wished to know, whetfipr his majes- 
tys^ministei* had hitherto given any chrec- 
titftis to prey cut officers of tke line front 
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tampeyng wiih the' soldiers of militia regi- J 
meats? The reason he asked this question, ' 
was, that # he had received a letter from , the- • 
lieut. colonel of the regiment he had the 
honour to command, stating, that from the 
moment it was first understood that recruit- 
ing was to be permitted from the militia, 
the officers of regular regiments had begun 
to tamper with the privates of the Lancashire 
militia, and also that drunkenness and want 
of discipline had commenced, which was to 
be expee'ei in a few r weeks. 

J iord Cast lei eagk satd, he had always stated 
tiiat he conceived a periodical or annuolr 
drafting from the miffha, would be destruc- 
tive ct> that service, without producing a cor- 
respondent service to the army, as the regu- 
lar ballot would increase vary much the price 
ot the bounty. As to the other point, #he 
must say, that no such general orders had, 
been give*, and that he should have thought 
it presumptuous for'fn misters to advise such 
^general eiders, at least until qpe Branch of 
the legislature should have agreed to the 
measure. The regular officers, however, 
who, contrary to theifduty, should tamper 
with militia soldiers in the mean time, would 
probably g».in nothing by acting in that incor- 
rect ipmuu r. For example; if any officers, 
wlioic regiments were quartered near the 
Lancashire militia, expected that they would 
gain the soldiers ftho should volunteer fropi 
that regiment, they would probably find 
themselves qjistaken, aniWhat some fegimenfc 
at a greater distance m.ight be pointed out for 
those men to join. 

Sir 11. friilittm* observed, that if the bill, 
had been brought forward easly m # the ses- 
sion, the sen^e of the people would have 
been su strongly cxpu*v,cd to their represen- 
tatives, that it n^jst hu\e been ejected, and 
the gculemen opposite must have lost their 
place*. lie blamed the eagerness with 
\viiic.!i#n;uisters l*sd sub\ cried his right hon. 
friend's plan, which he contended, was 
eve 1 > day improving in excellence; and re- 
monstrated again it the sfigmn thrown upon 
thAmlilia, which umouiued to an accusa- 
tion that they wtTO^iot lit to defend their 
country. 

Mr. Banhes ^avc his consent to the mea- 
sure, nofebecausc he was blind to the incon- 
veniences that unit, in nxmy cases rts u; 
f rom it, but because, feeing in common with 
every iftemhcr of the hop&e the necessity of 
i ft cruising the military force of the country, 
he did not consider himself warranted in op- 
posing the bill for that purpose, proposed by ■ 
Ins majesty ’s ministers, unless he coiAd off fcjj 

1 .J 3 ' Y * ” % 
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; sqmefchmg better in substitution; He-stated 

t grounds of his approbation of the plan of 
right hon. friend (Me. Windllam) , and 
bmented that there were such fluctuations 
in many parts of the administration of the 
country, that that plan could not have fair 
play. It could not be denied that the ballot 
would be highly oppressive, and would ma- 
terially injure, and for a time, destroy 
the recruiting for the regular army. To 
obviate this latter evil as much as possible, 
he thought it qdviseable that the money given 
for substitutes should pass alone through the 
hands of government and was, therefore 
desirous, that the fines should not be of such 
an amount as to preclude this course. The 
clause introduced in the committee giving 
the volunteers froln the Militia to the line, 
the'option of limited or unlimited service, 
met with his peculiar reprobation. It was 
with the most sincere regret thafiie found 
this bill was all that it was intended to pro- 
pose, as he oonceived that it was far from, 
being adequate to the exigency of the coun- 
try* His noble friqnd had recommended 
that further measores should be delayed to 
the next session, but was it certain that in 
the next session the opportunity of due de- 
liberation would be afforded ? Why theTrain- 
ing bill should not be put in force was to 
him utterly incomprehensible. It had never 
been considered as onerous, but if there were 
obstacles i to its execution, he did not think 
It became parliament to separate until an 
Attempt had been made to remove .those 
obstacles. He rejoiced that the volunteer 
system was ‘reviving, but some other body 
of force* was required in the country, from 
which jn case of invasion the regular army 
might be recruited. If ever there was any 
probability cf an invasion, ‘that probability 
had become much increased within the last 
two or three years. Every thing had occur- 
ed to facilitate it, nothlng'to retard it* 

Lord Folkestone opposed the bill. He 
Considered, that not only the particular 
clause objected to, but the whole of the^ill 
was directly hostile to the plan of his right 
lion, friend, which, ht^ras convinced, was 
the best means hitherto prepared for the per- 
manent support of our. armies. 

General Lq/h/f regretted that sotbuch op- 
position had been given to this measure, 
which he maintained was highly expedient. 
cThe former volunteers from the Mintia had 
given to the army some of thfe best non-Vom- 
; missioned officers, and even adjutants., and 
deprecated tbe wish to lock up men of 
character,, from extending their 
inhere cf service. 


I r 

Mr. Windham nut it to the house to de- 
cide, who were right and who were uyrong, 
in the circumstances which detained thffr 
house for such a length of time that morn- 
ing. He appealed to what had just pulsed. 
Would it have been proper to have reaathe 
bill a third time, without having heard the 
discussion which had that evenfag taken 

{>lace ? Unquestionably ratf 1 The noble 
urd had declared, that Wt subject wat 
exhausted : this was a considerable assump- 
tion on the part of any individual. If the 
forms of the house, and the state of the 
session allowed, plenty of new topics of 
objections would arise to the noble lord’s 
bill. It was a standing dish. The house 
might, indeed, cut and come again. Whe* 
ther any emergency existed, what was its 
ftature, what measures were best calculated 
to meet it if it existed, whether this wai 
one of those measures ; these were consider- 
ations which demanded repeated inquiry. 
He denied* that the number of men gained 
by the Villot, or rather the # difference be- 
tween ^hat number and the pumper that 
would 'otherwise be gained by the regular 
recruiting, would in any degree compensate 
for the mischief that must result from the 
contest of bounties to the regular recruiting. 
Adverting to his own measure, he observed, 
that in the first three months of the last 
year, it had produced at the rate of 1 1,000 
men a year ; in the next throe months, at 
the rate of 13,000 men ; in the^next three 
months, at the rate of 21,000 men ; and in, 
the last three months, at the rate of 24,000 
men. Was there any reason for supposing, 
that this last was just the utmost that the 
measure could do, and that it would not 
have gone on increasing ? When this re- 
sult was considered, as combined with the 
effects which must have followed putting 
the Training bill into activity, the number 
that a perseverance in' its plan must have 
produced ,'and regularly produced, would near- 
ly have equalled the number proposed to be 
raised by the noble lord’* plan, raised- by an 
effort which must palsy all future exertions. 
After having thus maintained the superiority 
of his System in raising men, he entered 
into similar statements with respect to Aie 
diminution which it had occasioned, and 
which, if it had been persevered in, it unques-, 
tionably would have occasioned, ill the 
number of desertions. The effect of the 
noble lord’s plan on the Militia, had4>een 
describe*} by the gentlemen who had spoken 
on that subject. For years to come, the 
Militia would not recover the Jblow of iha 
noble lord. If it was otfee admitted that 
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w$ had a right to # plunder the Militia, it 
was a^rnere mockery to say that a recurrence 
. </f the assumed necessity of plunder would 
not happen. With regard to theTteifl&bg 
act, which would be the grand reservoir 
fron^ which the regular army might be 
supplied, on the scores of some difficulty in 
the execution, the noble lord proposed to 
postpone the consideration *of it to the next 
session. What'difficulty ? None that he 
knew of, except the mistake of substituting 
the Militia lists instead of those originally 
proposed, the effects of. which, however, 
had in a great measure been removed. He 
repeated liis statements on the 1 subject of 
die volunteers, and contended, that if, in 
case of invasion, it were attempted to bring 
a large body of volunteers to act with the 
line against some of the best troops in 
Europe, it would be a most ruinous pro- 
ceeding, and one which he entered his 
solemn protest against. He contended this 
measure would be much mor<% expensive 
than the former measure, and ^>ress as 
a most unequal tax upon the poor man, 
who woulcT be ruined by the penalty of 
twenty pounds whilst liis wile and family 
would be driven upon the parish. Of his 
own plan it could not be said that any part 
of it was a job. But when they considered 
the time, at which the present ministers 
took measures to court the volunteers, on the 
eve of. a general election, the transaction 
would have much the appearance of one. 
Whatever*the volunteers might do in a cam- 
paign against Buonaparte, they were ail effec- 
tive army in an*election campaign. They 
H$re a good instrument, and the gentlemen 
opposite had, even when m opposition, played 
upon it. He looked upon the destruction of 
the late system, as having its full share in 
the object of the ministers in bringing for- 
ward this measure. His lion, friend had 
well said, that the -clause introduced into 
the bill was of no use to it $ but was he 
sure that the bill itself bad not been introdu- 
ced to receive the clause ? The whole 
country was with the system brought for- 
ward last year, and certainly one half of it 
• was against the present plan. Ministers bad 
b£en in office many iponths without bring- 
ing forward this measure, till the session was 
nearly over, and many gentlemen had left 
town who would be desirous of discussing it. 
But the defeat of the Russians had produced 
an Emergency to call for*the measure. Ibid 
they not sagacity to foresee that; event ? They 
seemed to be in the situation of persons walk- 
ing about ii^a pleasure ground and coming 
on what, in the language of modern, gari 


ening % is called a sunk-fence* but which, be % 
remembered, used to be called, with refers 
ence to the exclamation of surprise tha£ 
it was supposed to call forth, a La 1 ha !. 
Ha i ha : said the hon. gentlemen, so the 
allies have been beat! I protest I never coukt 
liave thought it The French have actually 
been successful ! could any one have looked 
for such an eveot ? Then they are all con- 
fusion and bustle, the watch must be called, 
their rattles sprung, and next in regular 
ordef, the ^mantling and breaking up of 
the militia. The measure adopted was cal- 
culated to break up all existing establish- 
ments ; but he thani&d God, that the system 
of last year had existed long enough to 
have a right judgement" formed of it ; and 
he should be satisfied to go down to posterity 
with no other claims to merit than that af- 
forded, as compared with the systems of thcr 
right hoi|» gentlemen opposite. Like the 
eminent Italian musician, who had a piece of 
music inscribed on his tomb, or flie Dutch 
mathematician who had a calculation for hit 
epitaph, he should desire no other monument 
as a statesman than that system. He lament* 
ed the measure before the house, more frop4 
the effect it would have in destroying the 
existing system, the benefits of which haft 
begun to be felt, than from any considera- 
tion personal to himself, or his hon.friehifjx 
with whom he hssd shared in bringing forward 
that system. On these grounds, therefore, 
he protested against the present measure.— 
A division then took place on the third read- 
ing. ' Ayes /G. Noes 19. Majority 57. 

[Militia Completion Bill.] — The 
Militia Completion bill was read a third 
time. On the question for passing the bill, 
Mr. Pole Carew urged the propriety of 
forming a loeqj militia not to be called out 
except in cases of imminent dSnger. With 
this militia he should like to see amalgamated 
as great a portion as possible of our volun- 
teer force. He sho’uld w ish the services of 
the regular militia to be extended to ail parts 
of th*e empire. With these provisions wo. 
sffbuid be safe against any possible invasioh^ ' 
Notwithstanding the very general erection of 
fortifications there might he many exposed 
points. These should be depots of arm* in 
central situations, in which a framed popu* 
latiou would find a rallying point. The * 
enemy, it he could .tsspil us, would bring a 
force (that would require all our means pf; 
tie tehee. •* • 

Lord Castlereagh said, it was* the fixfe 4 . 
dct&i munition of liis majesty’s government 
to turn their attention to the formation of 4 
huge local militia, which was th$ 
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vmbst essevrtial to the permanent aecar^ty of 
ttofe uritry.' He also* promwed.attent ion to 
tlte -formation of cental depots. * With a 
view to this object, under 'the* able adminis- 
tration of lord Chatham at the head of the 
drdnance, a central depot had been formed 
fatWeedon Beck, In Northamptonshire), 
ftom which great facilities to 'the military 
service of the countty had been found. In 
that noble lord’s administration also, a wise 
system of defensive fortification had been 
adopted in Ireland as well as in England. 

• *3jjlr. Sheridan had great satisfaction in 
bearing that it was intended to apply the at- 
tention of government to the amelioration of 
the militia. He hoped his majesty’s go- 
vernment ' would at the same time turn its 
attention to the rmans of rendering the bal- 
lot Less oppressive upon the lower orders of 
the community. — The bill was then passed. 

' * HOUSE OF ’ COMMONS. 

' * Thursday, August 6. 

* IMinutes.] — T he Parochial School bill 
was read a third time and passed-— Mr. R. 
Dundas observed, thaf when he had moved 
Ibr the returns of the East India Company’s 
jliccounts, he had stated that it was his in- 
tention to move, that they should be refef red 
f& a committee of the whole house, with a 
yfew to ’a full discussion of the state of the 
fleepunts of the company, within the present 
session. Circumstances had however, since 
Occurred, Svhich rendered it impossible for 
him, or the house, to go into these accounts 
in detail this session. He should theiefore 


not intended to alter the law or decide the 
right, but merely to suspend the operation 
of jtjbe act jtiLL next session, in order tl&t thp. 
legislature might have an opportunity of 
considering whether clergymen under such 
circumstances ought to be left to hold their 
benelices at the mercy of the patrons, or to 
be deprived of them altogether. * 

The Chancellor of £he Exchequer would 
have great doubt of tiie propriety of the bill 
proposed by the hon. member, 'if it was to 
alter the law as ifnow stood, or to divest 
rights already vested by law. But as the bill 
was only to suspend the operation of the 
law now in force, till the subject might be 
more fully considered next session, he was 
not aware of any material objection to it. — 
Leave was then given. 
v [Election Recognizance Bill.] — Mr. 
Dent moved for leave to bring in a bill for 
better regulating Recognizances entered into 
upon Petitions on Controverted Elections. 
The 26th ofothe king, he stated, had not pro- 
vided anvidequate remedy against vexatious 
petitions. It required the principal in a pe- 
tition to'enter into a recognizance of .£2(X> 
and each of the sureties into one of ; 
but though it required the sureties to give 
in their residence, it did not require that of 
the ^principal, so that there was generally 
much ditiiculty to find him in the event of 
the recognizances being forfeited. It was to 
b\ iatb this difficulty, and to discourage \ ex- 
atious petitions, that he proposed to bring in 
his bill, which, when printed, he s'nould suf- 
fer to lie over till next session. One of the 


be obliged to put off the business to next 
session: Nevertheless he should feci it his 
duty to move some Resolutions on the sub- 
ject, and took that opportunity of giving no- 
r tice of such njption for to-morrow. 

[Relief or Benefited Clergy ] — Mr. 
Lockhart moved for leave to bring in a bill 
%o suspend the net of thejk'Mi of the kifig, so 
far as If relates to the voidance of Benefices 
held by clergymen, who may have subse- 
quently accepted curacies augmented from 
queen Anne’s bounty. The ground 1>n 
which he rested his nioljpn was, that many 
clergymen, not aware of the clause in that 
bill, which rendered benefice^ void in case 
the incumbents accepted augmented cures, 
had by accepting such curacies subjected 
themselves inadvertently and ignorantly to 
$Se penalty of that act. TJki consequence 
yvas, that ^hc patrons of the 'benelices wf-re 
threatening them with new presentations, 
ind that'll >ey held such benefices wholly at 
the'cQcftyof such .patrons. His bill was 


provisions of the bill would Jbe to require of 
the petitioner to deposit o£200 with the feta 
runs of the exchequer, which sum would b? 
to be relumed, if the petition should not be 
declared frivolous, or, if it should, to be dis- 
posed of, one half to the silling member, 
the other to his majesty. That some* such 
provision was necessary,* would appear from 
what had happened in the case of the bo- 
rqugh he represented. There had been no 
contest there, and yet atpetition had been 
maliciously presented against his return 
which had been signed by** r > persons, not one 
of whom was at that time within 2(X) miles * 
of the place. One wqf> a barber, another* a 
common porter, a third a day-laboUrer, and 
a fourth a jack-ass driver, and all had been 
bribed to give their signatures to the peti- 
tion. The necessity ot the measure Would 
also be obvious from the circumstance, Jlmt 
of the 54 petitions which had been presented 
i in the last parliament, 1 8 had been abandon- 
ed without any recognizauces paving been 



iQBgf TAJLilJEBATES, A.'gust’’ 7, T80^— J&jT/fiM tilutfit. . [lt0B 


entered into, and of the 31 petitions present- 
ed this parliament, 7 had already been given 
up for want of recognizances. 

Mr Rose could not help thinking that 
somt^ regulation was necessary upon this sub- 
ject. The practice of presenting vexatious 
petitions had become too frequent, and it 
was not p'oper that such libels upon the sit- 
ting mouthers should be permitted. He 
hoped hi hon. friend wop Id lake up the bill 
next se«M u when he assured him of liiscor- 
di:\l sup]- ■« The b* 11 was then brought in 
and read i ».mu\ 

>. • »■ COMMONS. 

t"' ' • 

[Eas;> ! !*." • • ‘ 1 — Mr. II. Duntlas 

rose, p* 1 " f 1 * \ -ove a resolu- 
tion Oi ' 1 ’o t .ke into consi- 

deriitm !• die Ac- 
counts < I. *!■' iv Chaises and 

Comn. ?'■ o( (he^East India. 

Comp ' " -•-! on the 10th ^nd 18th 

June la % m aily called, the Accounts of 
the Iv ;uciin Budget. It would be, impos- 
sible m the present session to give to this 
subject the ample consideration to which it 
was entitled, and therefore he thought it 
better to postpone the statement and discus- 
sion till the next session. After some ob- 
servations from Mr. Creevey, who reserved 
to himselfithfr right of going into farther par- 
ticulars tl'jjm the mere East India Accounts, 
commonly called a the India Budget, the reso- 
lutions were agreed to. — On the motion of 
Mr. Dundas sevctal additional papers, illus- 
trative ot the conduct of the government of 
India towards the Polygars were ordered, 
with the design of giving the fullest and fair- 
est \ icw of the Polygar question. 

Mr. Crcevey stated, that w hen the Polygar 
question should come to be discussed, he 
meant to contend tTiat th«| conduct of the 
British government to the Polygars had been 
the cause of the mutiny at Vellore ; one fjf 
the regiments concerned, the second batta- 
lion of the 23d native infantry having been 
recruited inT the Hfiygar country. On the 
• promise of the right hon. gent, opposite to 
bfing forward such accounts as had been, or 
should be received on that subject, and from 
a wish to await the arrival of those most ma- 
terially interested in tire transaction, he 
should not now offer the, motion of which 
He had given notice for this day. He how- 
ever gave notice, that early in tl*e ensuing 
cession, he should move that there he laid 
before the h*>use copies of all Tetters writteTi 
by marquis Cordwaliis on the subject of the 


subsidiary 'treaties fcdricitaded by' mar^hlS 
Wellesley, arfdgeiWWffiy on tfie adrtiinisttfi- 
tion of India by that nobleman. J * 

[Assessed Taxes Bill.]— T he Chancel a 
lor of the Exchequer rose pursuant to* notice; 
to move for leave to Jbring in a bill for th£ 
better regulating the collection of the'As^ 
sessecl Taxes. As the bill was to lie overfer 
consideration till the next session, he did ifal 
thin],* it necessary to trouble the house, bj 1 
entering into its details. One particular aU 
teration in the existing practice he thought 
ir necessary to noti^p. This was to divide 
the duties of the commissioners, and transfix 
them, so far ns they were ministerial, to the 
suboidinate officers. With respect to thd 
collection ot the taxes, it Ivas intended, as no 
man could object to the payment of the taXel 
incident to* the return he should give in,* it6' 
authorise? the Collation of the uTx’es to that 
amount immediately living # the taxed 
upon surcharges to abide thc*decisions upon 
the questions arfofftg out of them. Therfi 
was ai present this eyil, that the cofiectitfti 
of the taxes, so far as they were certain *ais4 
unquestionable, as they were on the Velum# " 
made by the individuals taxed, was suspend^ ’ 
cd, till the validity of the surcharges, whifch-' 
were uncertain, was derided. He thought 
it necessary to p # oint out this material altera* 
tion to particular attention, preparatory^ 
the further consideration in the ensuing ses- 
sion. • * 

Mr. Barhajn wished a remedy could fid 
provided for the great grievances that’ arosd 
out of surcharges. The difficulty of finding 
redress in cases j)f vexatious surcharge wai* 
often very great, and sometimes it amounted 
to an absolute impossibility. He had him-* 
self obtained redress cf such surcharges made 
upon him, but it was with great difficulty f 
and ii\ some similar instances he knew seve-. 
ral otfler persons to have totally failed. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer believed;’ 
that ihe commissioners of taxes did every 
tl^ug in their power to a facility of decision 
in cases of appeals on surcharge, and redress 
in cases of vexations surcharge; but if an^f 
means of greater facility on these heads 
could be pointed out, he should be happy id 
give his aid in carrying ir into effect. : • 

Mr. IV. Smith was afraid that the timd 
WIs f^st npproaching?vhen the officers in 
iha^dcpartmenfr would necessarily be filled . 
by men in the*pay of government He did 
not-thjow this out invidiously, but /’erta inly * 
the abuses of the. present mode of estimating 
and collecting the property tax w^as "liable to 
and might ultimately render the ta£ ittelflkjpf. 
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mfy intolerable, but not fit to be borne by 
the people. The fact was, that thfi majority 
of those officers were ever anxious to detect 
deficient estimates, not far the purpose of 
jasking the tax more productive to the na- 
tion, but that they might have thejr own 
abate out of the surcharge. 

Mr. Huskisson said, it was not intended to 
take away the powers now exercised by the 
commissioners; but merely to authorise the 
collection of the undisputed duties on the 
yetnrns originally made/ without awaiting the 
decision of the commissioners on the duties 
Contested in the way of surcharge on appeal. 
It was impossible to obtain the supervision 
which was frequently necessary without al- 
lowing some interest to the person who de- 
tected the. fraud ; but when the surcharge 
was groundless the commissioners were al- 
ways ready to afford relief, and when it was 
vexatious, (o inflict punishment. 

Mr. P. Moor/t was glad to hear that the 
fall was to be printed, so that members might 
fee able to peruse it before next session. He 
*oped, however, that while pains were taken 
Id make people understand the law by which 
they were taxed, they would also find that 
the payment of taxes was made easier to 
them. Of what utility, he would ask, were 
those numerous reportt which were laid be- 
fore the house, of every kirfd, if they were 
not acted upon for the public benefit ? He 
hoped therefore that ministers , would see 
I tr these things, before next session. A? the 
representative of a large industrious city, he 
could say for liis constituents, that they were 
J ready to make any sacrifices for the public 
good, and to support their snare in its splen- 
dour ; -yet tbev expected economy in the dis- 
position of th^iational money, and that their 
distresses might be lessened. If these eco- 
nomical reports were heaped on the table 
without use, he should fipd ft his duty bo tell 
punsters that be would vote smaller supplies 
than he otherwise might have intended. 
Were more frugality and attention shewn. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer entirely 
agreed with the hon. gent- as to the necessity 
of economy at the present crisis, and a cau- 
tious expenditure of the public money. At 
. the same time, he could not approve of the 
* vague and incautious manner ui which the 
^KMi. gent, had thought proper to fling o*t 
jP^is charges. The remarks were of a feature 
so general f and indefinite, tlfat he did 'pot' 

1 knew how to reply to them. If the hon. 
gent, bad any thing definite to stdte in 'public, 
of private, lie should feel himself much 
^obliged to the hon. genUfor such communi- 


cation. As to the reports which were said 
to be heaped upon the table, be wished the 
hon. gent, would again be more definite, 
and, selecting one or more from the num- 
ber, state explicitly what he understood to 
be the existing abuses this certainly would 
be much more satisfactory than dealing in 
loose and generalobse^vations. 

Mr. P. Moore said in explanation, that he 
alluded to the different reports ilt the various 
departments, civil,* military, and marine, 
whereby it was obvious that there might be 
a saving by a more economical management 
in each, of the public monev, to an amount 
of between five and ten millions annually. 

Sir T. Turton put it to his majesty's mi- 
nisters, to consider the necessity and the 
iheam of affording a more immediate relief 
to the persons entitled to exemptions under 
the income tax : these persons were at pre- 
sent obliged to pay the full amount of the 
tax in the first instance/ and they found it 
extremety difficult afterwards to obtain the 
relief allowed to them. 

Mr. Whitbread stated, that hei as well as 
the lion, baronet, had received complaints of 
very severe hardships, in the manner in 
which the income tax was levied on the 
lower classes. He was sure if his noble 
friend (lord H. Petty) had continued in of- 
fice, the necessary relief would have been 
affordbd to the persons so pressed* He 
hoped the hon. gentlemen opposite would 
consider of the meaus of affording them some 
alleviation. 

Dr. Laurence lamented, that in proportion 
as the property tax had been made more bur- 
thenaome, the means of relief had been 
made more difficult in the cases in which no 
law could presume to withhold it. 

Lord H. Petty stated it to have been his 
desire and intention, that every real griev- 
ance under the properly tax, as it bad been 
increased and regulated by him, should be 
satisfactorily redressed ; but he thought it, in 
the first instance, desirable, that the whole 
of the provisions should have a fair trial; for 
it was only such a trial that couldafford proof 
of the reality, or the futility „ of the objec- 
tions which were so universally made. lire 
was desirous, now that a fair trial had been 
afforded, to give all proper relief, but be 
could assure the house, that much difficulty 
would be felt, when the means of giving that 
relief consistently with the produce ofjlhe 
tax shduld came to be considered. — The mo- 
tion for leave to bring in the bill was then 
agreed to. • 

[Or.ricxs.xN Reversioh.]— Mr. 1 Qankcs t 
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in* consequence of the notice he had given, 
rose to submit a motion, which .he thought 
necessary as a preliminary step towards any 
proceeding which the house should think 
proper to adopt, with respect to the measure 
founded on a resolution of that house, which 
had been rejected in the other. The only 
way of bflnging the rejection of the bill to 
prevent grants of OfRdks in Reversion in the 
upper house ^before the view of this house, 
would be to appoint a committee to inspect 
the lords* Journals, as to what had been 
done there with respect td that bill. That 
committee might report to-morrow, and on 
the report he should found a motion which 
fie would submit to the house on Monday. 
He accordingly moved, ** that a committee 
be appointed to inspect the Journals of th<» 
house of lords, with relation to Ihe bill sent 
from this house to the lords, intituled, An 
Act to prohibit the granting of Offices in Re- 
version, or for joint lives, with benefit of 
survivorship j and to make report^hgreof to 
the house." A committee was appointed ac- 
cordingly. * » 

[CONSOLIDATED FUND Bff.1, GeNEKAL 

State of Ai fairs.] — On the order of the 
day for the third reading -of the Consolidated 
Fund bill, 

Mr IV kill rend rose and observed, that* as 
it seemed evident the session was about to 
dost , lie thought it his duty to make two or 
three remarks On the -extraordinary situation 
of the country, at a period when ministers 
were about to prorogue parliament. The 
house had before them several notices of mo- 
tions upon subjects of the greatest impor- 
tance. The bills for the defence of the 
country were just gone up to the other house 
to be discussed there ; and they had heard 
speeches from a noble lord (Castlercagh), 
stating that there were other measures ne- 
cessary in his opinion, Jbut which the session 
would be too short to enable* him to intro- 
duce. A -notice had also been given of a 
•motion to consider the present trying situa-* 
tion of the West Ipcfia planters, and a mo- 
tion bad been madp ro inspect the Lords* 
Journals, fortfie purpose of taking an impor- 
tint,subject intp consideration. He knew 
that we had just sent out a very large expedi- 
tion, which it was supposed had not gone to 
any great distance, and ’from which, there- 
fore, intelligence, it was to be presumed, 

. .might#very soon be expected ; and its results 
.woulcTbe most important to the country, 
whether successful or otherwise. * Hie knew 
also .that a treaty had been concluded be- 
tween Prussia, but; of our allies, and France, 
Vox.. IX. 
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the particulars of. which were public; and 
that there was also a treaty signed between 
France and another of our allies, Russia, oF 
the greyest consequence, but as yet un- 
known. From the terms of the ;reaty with 
Prussia, Jiowever, we learned that the eita- 
peror Alexander, who, it had been said, had 
acted with so much magnanimity, had con- 
sented to take a considerable portion of the 
territory of his late ally and friend the king 
of Prussia. The king of Sweden, our re- 
maining ally, was confessedly in a most criti- 
cal situation, and a British force was sent out 
to assist him. IJndgfrali these circumstan- 
ces, and with the alarming state of the East 
India Company, almost in a state* of impend- 
ing ruin ; with so extraordinary a vote of 
credit asked on account of large sums bping 
wanted, in the probability of the volunteers 
being cal^d out on permanent duty, for seve- 
ral months, which Jot tended an expectation 
of a speedy invasion, or appearahee of the 
'enemy upon the coast ; undA all these cir-? 
cumstances, he wanted to know what advicq 
was given, or to be given by ministers to 
their sovereign, respecting a prorogation ©f 
parliament. He thought that ministers, who 
had advised the dissolution of the last parlia- 
ment* were bound to counsel his majesty to 
keep the present parliament together, till 
time was afforded# t hem to consider these va- 
rious important subjects, which so much in- 
terested the country. He feared,* that the 
very large vote of credit that had been taken 
was oh the ground, not only of an intention 
to prorogue parliament soon, but also on- m 
determination not to call it together again for 
a long time. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer * foul 4 
not answer as to # the time that might elapse* 
before parliament would be called together 
again: the first prorogation would be but 
for a sl*>rt time, the subsequent prorogations 
would also be but for'sbort periods, so as tot 
afford a facility of early assemblage, if tha 
exigency of affairs should require. The in-* 
cormeniences with which a longer attendance 
of the members would be attended at the 
present season, was an irresistible reason for 
proroguing as soon as the state of public bu- 
siness would admit: along ; with *the facility 
afforded by short prorogat from time tor* 
time to the assembling, of' parliament as 
soon as any particular occasion should render 
it tieeftssary, that crown possessed the power 
of catling it together at any time at a fort- 
night's notice. 

Lord H . Petty after the extraordinary vote 
of credit which had passed the house ^at m 
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early hour of the morning on a former day, was to have been given in cavalry, in which 
A vote exceeding in amount any foYmer vote species of force the Swedish army was defi- 
of credit, even those passed at times when cient, and for which Pomerania afforded an 
there was a prospect of large continental co- excellent theatre. Means of conveyance 
operation, thought his hon. friend yell war- could easily have been found at any time for 
ranted in making the observations; he had that portion of cavalry that would be required 
made, and requiring the explanations he had in this service. But the contingency on 
demanded. From the unprecedented amount which the aid was to «bc sent had never ari- 
of the vote, and the strange time at which it sen. He left it to the house under these 
had passed, the house ought to look narrow- circumstances, whether any breach of faith 
ly to the appropriation of it. After what could be imputed to the late government. It 
had happened on the 'continent, ami after was not stated that there was anything in 
two months had elapse<J,of the period which the official document's lelt by his noble fiienc| 
was to be provided for, this diminution of in the department over which he had presi- 
thc period, the exigencies of which were to ded; it was not stated that any thing had 
be covered, ought to reduce, rather than in- passed in any verbal communication of his 
crease the amuuifi of the vote; yet, when noble friend with the ministers of the pow- 
his ‘•majesty’s present ministers had added ers in question, which warranted the expec- 
c£j ,300,000 to the public expenditure, they tation of a general military aid on the part of 
demai\dett still ,^ 700,<£)0 more; ftnd why r the continental powers, much less any breach 
because it,.might be necessary to call out the of faith in not having sent such aid. No- 
volunteers on permanent duty. This would, thing, in /art, had been done in the way of 
not be necessary except in case of invasion holding* forth such aid, except the assurance 
or alarm of invasion, when it seemed it was to Sweden, which turned upon a, contingency 
i\ot thought that parliament should be assem- \ which ft ad never occurred. He condemned the 
bled. Tlicac unprecedented sums wure abrupt prorogation of parliament, at a time 
moreover voted entirely on confidence, and when so many measures were pending which 
without any estimate whatsoever, ancLwere required deliberate consideration and discus- 
proposed without any other object than to si on. Suspension nets were passed with an 
prevent the necessity of calling parliament indecent rapidity which ought never to be 
together again for a long time. The vote of seen ? even in the justest rxeicise of one of 
credit, asked by his majesty’s late ministers, the most delicate functions />f pnihament. 
was intended to cov'er i'800,0( Y) arrears of All these 1 things, and the large vote of credit, 
subsidies, and to allow the means of contin- indicated an intention of speedily separating 
gent’engagement with the continental pow- parliament, and separating it for a longtime. 
er$. It was intended also to cover the great The house ought m look vo the circumstnn- 
expence* incurred in the Mediterranean; cos, and though .these ciicurnstances might 
but, in the present instance, R was necessary have an sen from the late dissolution, the 
that she house should look to a vote large ministers whose act tlut dissolution was coulc^ 
beyond all precedent, and founded on no do- not plead that excuse, 
cument, no statement, no calculation, and Lord Casilmngh was glad that the noble 
no determination. This being a money bill, lord had confirmed what he had stated on a 
he should take occasion to° do justice to his former night, *0 far ns that a promise of aid 
noble fiietidnow absent (lord Howick), who had been held out to Sweden, and that such 
had been on a former night accused ofjiaving aid was to ha\e been in cavalry. He did not 
given pledges fo the continental powers, 4 ?nd understand what the nrfole lord meant, when 
of having provided no means of carrying he abetted that the contingency in which 
those pledges into effect. It was not his no- the aid was to have beeh given, had not oc- 
ble friend alone, nor his fellow ministers, curred. Sweden certainly did think, that 
that he wa* most anxious to‘ vindicate from the contingency had«occnrr$d, and that 
this charge of pledge and forfeiture, but the occasion was so far gone by, without the ful- 
country, whose* faith and honour would be filment of our engagement, that material in- 
tarnished, unless the imputation cjould be jury had been buffered in consequence. Aus- 
*done away. His noble friend had eqabl^d sia and Prussia al.so complained, that^ their 
him to slate precisely, with regard to the interests had suffered materially from the 
promise of aid held out to Sweden, th^t the neglect -sending the aid that had been 
engagement was not to take effect Except in promised. Though the cavalry was the 
fhe event of a particular contingency. If *most material part, infantry also was expect- 
Jtfle contingency should have arisen, the eid ed. • But what entirely wrdught the condemn 
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nation of the late mitfisters was, that evin if 
the contingency, on which the aid was to 
have been afforded, had in their own opi- 
nions arisen, they were completely disquali- 
fied from affording it, a great supply c f ton- 
nage being necessary for the conveyance of 
cavalry, and no such supply existing. 

Mr. IFitylham called upon the house to 
observe the different stgtem^nts of the lion, 
gentlemen when they made their first at- 
tack, and aftefivcirds when they were pressed 
by facts. He appealed to the house, whe- 
ther the right lion. gent, opposite (Mr. Se- 
cretary Canning) had not on a former night 
asserted, that when he .came into office he 
was assailed by pressing solicitations and re- 
monstrances from every quarter for military 
aid, the promise of which had been held 
forth. Now, it appeared that such a pro- - 
mise had been held forth to Sweden alone, 
and even that was incidental. . It might be 
said, to be sure, that the remaining allied 
powers were cramped in their operations, in 
consequence of thU aid being withheld from 
Sweden, and of that power being disabled 
from creating the intended diversion. •That, 
perhaps, might literally make good the ac- 
cusation brought by the right non. gent. ; 
but it was very far indeed from making it 
good in the spirit in which it had been urged 
by the right hon. gent. No promise had 
been made and forfeited. The contingency 
upon \vl\ich tin; aid was to have been given, 
had not in his opinion, and that of his 
friends, occurred. . The other powers, ac- 
cording to die statement of- the right hon. 
secretary, asserted it did take place. In this 
contradiction, he should not. think it wise to 
rely on the assertion of those who were in- 
terested in receiving the aid. The fairest 
standard would be to ask the right hon. gent, 
himself, whether, on the review of the papers 
in his office* such expectations were well 
founded? No attention was to be paid to 
the insinuations of neglected expectations 
# find forfeited pledges, unless they took upon* 
themselves to say, that in their own opinion, 
such expectations were directly held forth ; 
othei wise he must contend, without allowing 
for the prejudice which he might feel, that 
the statement of4iis nohle friend (lord How 
ick) was a? much to be relied on as that of 
any other minister foreign or domestic. 
With respect to the charge of being unpre- 
pared for the contingency* if it had taken 
'place#£it was to lie considered, that its ap- 
proach would have been observed; for it 
was not to be •supposed his majesty’s late mi- 
nisters Would Jiave suffered it to come by 
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surprise upon them, as the present state of* 
the continent had come upon the present 
ministers.* He should have thought the as- 
sertion ofj| the deficiency of preparation to 
meet thelontingencies too bold. But there 
was this Invitation to unauthorised boldness 
in this c»e, that the statement could not be 
contradicted, for it was impossible to fix the 
time at* which the contingency could be said 
to have arisen. The late government had 
left in the hands of their successors, to the. 
best of his recollection, 4Q or 50,000 tons of 
sheathed transports, which was sufficient for 
the conveyance of 5QPO or 6000 men. No 
offer of sheathed transports had been refus- 
ed, and only the small transports, which 
could be always had on the moment, were 
discharged. Under thes<^ circumstances it 
could noUbe said that the late ministers tfero 
unprepared for the contingency on whijj h. 
aid was tc*be sent, i^ase that contingency 
had arisen. The facts of the exiting sup- 
plies might be shewn by a comparative ac- 
count from the Transport Board, of the 
amount of transports Received and left by ■ 
the late ministers. 

Mr. Secretary Canning was at a loss to 
conceive vvliat advantage the right hon. gen- 
tlemcji opposite proposed to derive from the 
renewal of this discussion. He was still 
more surprised to find That they conceived 
they had derived advantages from it. The 
right hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) qpuld not 
assert any difference off his part from his 
former statement* for he had not yet spoken. 
He did say that great expectations of pecuni- 
ary and militaiy aid from us were entertain- 
ed by the allied powers. The expectations 
held out might have been excited, .either 
by communications to his majesty’s nfi (lis- 
ters here, to the ministers of lh* allied pow- 
ers to his majesty’s court, or they might 
he communicated bv our resident ministers 
at the Amts of the allied powers, in their 
conferences with the ministers of those 
powers. The course of the Foreign Office 
confined these two modes of transacting 
business. The hon. gentlemen opposite 
first threw out a general challenge to alledge 
any one particle of promise of aid, and then, 
when the promise to Sweden wa* cited, the 
noble lord opposite came down and confirm- 
ed the fact, and the rt. hon! gent, opposite 
triumphed in the confdtmation. He had 
no # w t<; re-state the fact with the high ?.d<Ji- « 
tional authority* of the noble lord. Tftie 
vague, nature of a contingency, which one 
power could consider as arrived, and another 
'as rot arrived, warranted* him in the’ argu- 
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inent that to leave the terms of the arrange- 
xnent undefined, was the sure way of ex- 
citing general and large expectations. He 
Repeated, that great expectations f>f milita- 
ry aid were entertained, not only byvSweden, 
but by Russia and Prussia, and if is latter 
power was warranted in the expectation by 
the British resident minister (lord Hutchin- 
son). He would not say that this expecta- 
tion went so far as to look for a British mi- 
litary foice in the line of the Russian and 
Prussian armies. The objects Russia and 
Prussia sought for would be best promoted 
by the co-operation of bn English iorce with 
Sweden, in creating a diversion on the rear 
of the French armies. As to the transports, 
he saw no objccticn to the production of the 
comparative accounts at the commencement 
of the late and the present administration j 
btu it iw: not enough that the la^e govern- 
ment had left a large general supply of trans- 
ports, as Shose employed on distant service, 
such as the expedition to Buenos Ayres and 1 
Egypt, were nothing to the present purpose. 
The point in question was the existence of a 
sufficient supply for transporting trocps[to the 
continent, if that should he judged neces- 
sary. He could not allow that no preparation 
ought to be made till the exigency should 
have arrived. He had heard of bold invaders 
who had burned their transports on effecting 
a landing, in order to render it more indis- 
pensable to conquer ; but for a nation that 
intended to send assistance to omit providing 
transports, was the strangest proceeding 
ever known, and remained for the invention 
of the lion, gentlemen opposite to find out. 

Mr. ‘ Windham , in explanation, said, he 
spol^e particularly of transport tonnage im- 
mediately deposable for service, of which 
the late government had left more than it 
had received. No coppered ships had been 
refused j none had beer, discharged. lie 
admitted that aid to Sweden might ha\e 
served Russia and Prussia. But what he 
complained of was the difference in the state- 
ments. The contingency could not dome 
on without notice of its approach, untess the 
late ministers sjiould have been surprised, as 
the present ministers admitted they weie, by 
the events on the continent. 

Dr. haurencfi defended the late minis- 
ters against the charge of holding forth ex- 
pectations, and failing to fulfil tfcem. If 
the expectations were held ^orth by ofir tlii- 
nisters to the court of Sweden, or our minis- 
ters to* the other sovereigns, where^ere the 
instructions they had to do so ? It was >4 
desirable that all the paper* relatiug to the 
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subject should be produced, and he saw no 
reason why they should not, as no incon- 
venience could arise from the publication of 
them as matters now stood on the continent. 

Mr. Secretary Carinwg asserted, that by the 
confession of the liojrp . gentlemen opposite, 
expectations had been entertained bv the 
continental powers of assistance from this 
country. He had not admitted that the con- 
tingency had not arisen, it night be his 
opinion that it had .arisen, but he put it 
hypothetically, whether it had or not, the 
late ministers had' made no preparations for 
it. If, therefore, the contingency had arisen, 
they did not keep* themselves in such a 
situation as to enable them to fulfil their 
promises. 

% Mr. Windham, in explanation, contend- 
ed that no expectations had been held out, 
even upon the shewing of the other ^ule, 
which had not been performed. What then 
became of the exaggerated expectation* and 
disappointments about which so much Lad 
been said ? 

Sir »T. Turton observed, that if an addi- 
tional sum was wanting, it might be in con- 
templation t>f a possible dispute with Ame- 
rica, and insisted that if this country should 
be t forced to a war with Ameiica, the late 
ministers had by their lenity, and too strong 
a bias for conciliation, given occasion to it, 
since they had treated w ith a pistol at their 
breasts. They ought »o h.‘\e insisted, in 
the first instance, that the Nonimportation 
act should he repealed. If we should have a 
war with AmiiicM, then, it was owing to 
tlieii own concessions, and how could they 
oppose a grant' wlnih had aiiscn out of 
their ow u misconduct r A noth' r reason for 
the enlarged credit might be the expenccs 
of the volunteer force. He hoped that this 
force would be put upon a mote effective 
footing; i hat measures would he .uioped tor 
their belter ^organization and discipline. 
We could not do without them, and it was 
requisite that we should have them in as’ 
perfect a state as possible. The country 
looked for this — the volunteers themselves 
looked for it, and what hc c mcani was sonje 
further authority to ^hc otlicci s, and encou- 
ragement to the men. He also thought tho 
Training bill ought to be put in execution 
with all possible dispatch, for he consideted 
the object of that bill as a sort of basket in a 
stage-coach. It"had been said on th^ other 
side, that insinuations had been thrown out 
against^tliem. Of all things, that lie had 
heard from, ministers agaimt their predeces- 
sors, it had been most unlfcc insinuation. 
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It was directly charged that certain fcxpecta- propftr provision of transports for cavalry, 
tions* had been raised in certain powers of which w^s the sort of force that had been 
the continent that assistance was promised promised. These could not be procured at 
on a certain contingency, and if that contin- a momJnt s warning. If an expectation 
gency had happened, it was manifest from had been raised in the minds of our allies, 
the state in which the transport service had and nojbfforts had been made to counteract 
been left, that the promise could not have these Expectations, he certainly could not 
been fulfilled. He did not say that it cer- perceive that they differed materially from a 
tainly appeared that? the contingency had positive promise. 

happened, although it appeared to he the Mr. Hiihert in explanation said, that what 
opinion of some, that the contingency had he had stated was, that it had been asserted 
happened; but at all events this was positive- that promises had been made to our allies, 
ly asserted, that in case the contingency and that these promises had now dwindled 
had occurred, there were no means of car- down to expectations, on one side, however 
rying the promise into effect. — When the unreasonable these expectations might be. 
situation of the country was considered, The Hon. J. IV. JFard adverted to what 
however, he hoped that all party differences had been said by the hor^ baronet under the 
would be laid aside, and that unanimity gallery, respecting insinuations. Certainly, 
would every where prevail. With regard to if it was asserted that expectations had been 
peace he should approve of it, if procured clearly l^eld out of Assistance np,nu, rwfain 
on any conditions that would ’not compromise contingencies, and these contingencies had 
the honour and the security of the country, happened and no assistance had. "been sent. 
It had been said that France wool 4 have an* the matter became a set ions arfd heavy charge, 
opportunity of extending her preparations The late ministers had unquestionably been 
in time of- peace, and that peace therefore guilty of a crime against this country and 
was peculiarly dangerous. He considered against Europe. But in this case, instead 
this as absurd and ridiculous. Whatever ad- of bringing forward these things for the sake 
vantages France could derive from peace, of adorning a speech, instead of introducing 
he was confident that this country would thefti in order to turn a period, a distinct 
derive equal, if not superior advantages from motion ought to have been made on the sub- 
it. If Fiance should have ie source* in peace, ject, that the house might have an opportu- 
ne would have them also, at least »in an nity of passing sentence, upon a deliberate 
equal degree * and therefore, he was of opi- investigation of the affair, and clear itself 
nion that there could be no danger to us- .both to tlTe country and to Europe. This 
from peace upon that scorp. was ’what he called upon ministers to. do if 

Mr. Ilitlcit adverted, to the outcry that they had anv grounds for the charge, 
had been raised some time ago about the Mr. IF. Smith observed, that the hon. 
want of employment for our shipping, which bart. had be^n most unfortunate in alluding 
he considered as inconsistent with the present to America, while he was recommending 
deliberations of ministers. They now seem- unanimity; every word upon that subject 
ed to intimate that it was impossible to pro- was to be carefully avoided at present, and 
cure shipping tor a ihree months voyage at any allusion to it was most imprudent and 
a short warning. Was this consistent With dangurous. Ministers had certainly a most 
their former assertions? With rcgaid to difficult and important task imposed upon 
the promises that were said to be made to them in this affair, and any allusions to the 
foreign powers, it, appeared now that they leniefit proceedings of the late government, 
had dwindled down to expectation" on the \^re very much ou» of time. He thought 
part of our, allies ,011 the continent. This that* the Training bill ought to be put in 
statement of expectations entertained on immediate execution, and all the measures 
1 the other hide 2 uf the water, were certainly for putting t»s in a proper state of defence 
very far* from supporting the allegation of forwarded without a moment ’ 3 delay. He 
promises made on a former occasion. perfectly agreed in what had been said by the 

Mr. Hose maintained, that the statement hon. bait, lespepfing tljp advantages of peace, 
of the ship owners, with respect to the and hfciped that his opinions on that point 
slugging interest, had be£n perfectly correct, ^voifld have the weight which they deserved! 
anuthat it was not inconsistent with the — The bill was then passed. On’ the ques- 
allegations,, that transports could ifot be pro- tion as to the title of the bill, 
cured at a moment's warning. What Us Mr IFlutlread observed, that the charges 
noble friendTad said was, that there was no preferred by 1 he light* hon. secretary (Jtfr, 
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Canning) against Lis noble relative /lord 
Howick) were of such magnitude, thnl lie 
wished them to be distinctly stated. Was 
the charge specifically this, that the late 
administration had promised to the [king of 
Sweden an assistance of cavalry onnontin- 
gencies, and, when those contingencies oc- 
curred, the cavalry were not sent ?\ This 
ought to be inquired into. The right hon. 
gent, had also stated hypothetically, that if 
contingencies had arisen, the late government 
would have been unable to fulfil their engage- 
ments. This ought also ‘to be inquired into; 
for, if it could be provjed that his noble 
friend had held out such promises, and vio- 
lated them, he would be proved unfit for his 
situation, and in that case his crime ought 
to be known and pitliished. The right hon. 
gent. 'farther stated, that specific promises 
of assistance had been made to Sweden, Rus- 
sia, ana'PTtis.sia. He vtvjhed to knew what 
promises to, Sweden, except of money for 
augmenting her f force — a piomise whii.li had 
been carried into effect by the present admi- 
nistration. As to Prussia, it w 1 * known 
what had been granted ‘by the late adminis- 
tration, and what by the present. Where 
was the promise violated ? With regard to 
Russia, the only assistance demanded ny Jier 
was to negotiate a loan with this country, 
which the late adminfttration refused, but 
which the right hon. gent. sVid, he should 
have acceded to. That this refusal was 
most wise, appeared tb him to be indisputa- 
ble. Let the country recollect the Austrian 
loan, and the sums which had been paid for | 
giving facility to its negociati<>n. As to any 1 
military assistance to Russia and Prussia, in- 
dependent of Sweden, the right hon. gent, 
had reduced his ntcu-ation to a mere expec- 
tation entertain* d by those powers. On the 
whole, he thought it incumbent on the house 
to entertain the subject by it -elf on some 
specific day, that these accusations migfrt be 
brought to a point, and that it might be 
known how far the late ministry were acces- 
sary to the recent disasters on t he continent, 
and he hoped that the gentlemen opposite 
would afford the means of elucidating the 
subject by laying on the table the correspon- 
dence in their possession. The right hon. 
gent, stated, that one of our ministers abroad 
expressed his opifiion that ^expectations of 
assistance had been excited. Did he ( »nean 
lord Hutchinson ? With regard to the n^er- 
tions of those who w'ere lately our allies, 
and who were now, lie feared, our enemies, 
was jt not likely that they would avail them- 
selves of exaggerated statements against f>g- 
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land, \o endeavour to clbar themselves from 
the odium of the transactions into whicK 
both, or at least one of those powers* had 
recently been forced > 

Mr. Secretary Canning explained what he 
had said the other evening on the subject of 
the Russian loan. Ar noble lord opposite 
(lord H. Petty) had declared his objection 
to such a measure in ve$y strong terms, and 
all that he had stated was, that he was not 
so averse from it as the noble lord. Now* 
with respect to bringing the subjects which 
the hon. gent, had detailed in a distinct 
shape before parliament, for the purpose of 
calling for their judgment, he wished to 
know how they were to be brought forward* 
Were the gentlemen opposite to impute 
gross misconduct to his majesty’s minis- 
ter, by contrasting their proceedings with 
those of their predecessors, and wore his 
majesty’s ministers to be precluded front 
stating in defence of themselves their opini- 
on of the proceedings of their predecessors, 
unless the) 1 originated a charge against them < 
Ho denied this Besides, according to the 
hon. gold's, statement, these charges would 
amount to a solemn accusation of crime. 
Ail that had been said by him was, that the 
1-it government, though acting to the best 
of tlvir judgment, had not acted for the 
benefit of the country. This had been 
extorted irom ho majesty's ministers in their 
own di’tencc, and they were novv called, upon 
’ * make it the ground of a ehaige. If the 
‘exertions of the piesent mtuis'eia had been 
too late, they were bound to state that it 
was, because their predecessors had left them 
without the means of making earlier efforts. 

Mr. JVhitlread contended that the t ight 
hon gent, had distinctly charged the late 
adm mi. station not w ith mere want of ability, 
but with a rr.tninal violation of promise. 

Mr. Jrinhham observed, that when minis- 
ters made a ehargp.they ought tofollnw itup, 
because the documents were in their posses- 
sion, and they could plead no excuse, except it 
was that the production of these documents 
would he attended with manifest injury to 
the interests of the country. Secrecy on 
this account might certainly ibe necessary \ 
but he believed there wt.s no siiVh obstacle Tn 
the way in the present instance, norf indeed, 
wms any such alledgcd. The late minister* 
were ready to support their charge; if the 
present ones by \gay of answer to that, 
brought forward another charge, they might 
to make it.gocul, otherwise the house ought 
certainly to consider it as not made. He 
expected the t/bble lord w'ould njoVe for ah’ 
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account of the transports which the late I documents on which they were founded, 
government received at the time of their He hims*elf was certainly of opinion that 
coming into office, and the numbers left at the Russian loan ought not to be negociated 
their going out of office. after tl» experience of the AuFtrian loan* 

Lord Cmtlereagh observed, that the pre- though certainly there might be circumstan- 
sent discussion came •with a very bad grace ces in which the Austrian loan ought not to 
from an hon. gent who had charged his be considered as a bar to any such loan in fu- 
majosty’s ministers on a ‘former occasion, ture. Pie hoped no more would be heard 
with not having sooner sent to Sweden, or of the charge against the late ministers, or 
other paits <Tif nhe continent, the force which if it, should again be insisted on he hoped the 
was then embarking. Could ministers do less documents would be^produced. 
than state, that were their impressions ever The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, it 
so strong of the necessity of the measure, was dear that the %:t was admitted, that an 
they had been precluded from an earlier expectation had been raised, at least in 
recurrence to it, by <he total neglect of their Sweden, of milirary aid from this country 
predecessors? No specific charge had been in cavplry, 011 certain contingencies. Whether 
made, but it had been merely stated, that or not those contingenciA had occurred was a 
the late ministers were culpable in allowing matter of opinion, and was not a silbject 
expectations to grow up, and that one pow- on which a criminal charge c ould be_j yre- 
er (Sweden) had complained of the disap- ferred. • Suppose contingency fiadbeen 
pointment of those expectations. Advert- that assistance would be afforded in case-the 
ing to the question of transports, heobserved,, allies were placed in such actuation as to 
that the interval between the wish to obtain be enabled to make a forward movement 
transports,, and the power of obtaining against the enemy. yVas not this situation a 
them, was much greater than what 9 seemed matter of opinion ? and might not one pow- 
generally to be imagined. Horse transports, er assert, while another denied its existence? 
in particular, could not be expected to be Whatever difference of opinion therefore 

in the Downs in less than three weeks there might be as to the policy of the late 

after the tenders had been accepted, •and government, there certainly was no ground for 
every one accustomed to these subjects, a distinct criminal charge, 
knew the tardiness with which those tenders Lord Folkestone observed, that the qaes- 
were made. He thought the polity of tfie late tion was, whether a crime had beep alledged, 
government fundamentally wrong, that they and whether the documents to prove it 
had made up their minds to afford no assist- were produced r Ministers. stated the crime, 
ance to the continental powers, and therefore, and refused to produce the # documents, 
that they !i.»n managed badly to inspire ex- This was the ground of complaint. They 

pecta: 10ns of assistance. . alledged a clear fact that expectations had 

Lord J J Path/ observed, that it now ap- been raised. * The right Iiob. gent. (Mr. 
peared that general promises had been first Canning! was of opinion, that the tontin- 
alledged ; then a particular charge of a gency had happened. In snob a case it was 
breach of engagement was mad^ and lastly neither honest nor candid to refuse to bring 
the matter came round again to general pro- the matter to the proof — The title of the bill 
niis<\< This was the da nq? that ministers was tnen read a ni agreed to. After u'hich. 
It'd the house, all the while refusing the do- Lord Custiereagh moved for accounts of 
cumenrs. The right hon. gent, had said that the number of transports of different de- 
lie had a right to retort on the late govern- options in the service of ‘government at 
ment, The best way, however, of answer the Ji rue the late ministers came into of- 
ing charges Was t<J refute them instead of tice, and at the time they w'ent out. — Or- 
•retorting on others. But, granting his claim dered. 

of* retorting, ITc still*contended that when [Irish Arms Bill.] On -the order of 
the right *hon. gent, alledged that the late the day that the Irish Arms bill be now read 1 
ministers had adopted a particular line of a third time, j 

policy, and had not actedup to it, he ought LorJ Milton fcid he Could not agree with* 
to be prepared with proofi to make good his ©ut gny inquiry •into the state of Ireland, tif 
cha^fc. When charges w^ere brought against give his assent to the passing of such an ar- 
ministers, they had the means m tl*eir hands bitrnry act as this. At the tirao of the 
of t refuting them if they could. When union, the Irish w r ere promised a full /md 
charges weretmade against thedi, they coulfl fair participation of the rights of English- 
pnly call upon the ministers to produce the men 3 at that moment, after a lgpse of «7 
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years, they were called upon to pass art act. shoulfl certainly vote against the bill being 
than which nothing could be more .arbitrary read a third time. 

and oppressive, and which would not be Mr. Lushinglon expressed his disnpproba- 
borne with in England, but in casts of the tion of the measure, although he was sorry 
most imperious necessity, andafterthe ful- to learn, from what information he had 
lest inquiry. This could not fail tf induce received, that a necessity for it existed, and 
jealousies and suspicions among thd Irish, he particularly relied m this respect on the 
and would, he feared, be productive of the eloquent speech of a right lion. gSnt. (Mr. 
most injurious consequences. It had been Grattan), who was so f well acquainted 'with 
attempted to justify this act on the principle Ireland, and concerned for its interests, 
which had prevailed, in that of disarming But he wished the bill had received sundry 
the Highlanders, but tlu a re was a very great amendments, particularly for preventing 
difference between them. The act for <li»- magistrates, fiom 'breaking into dwelling- 
arming, the Highlanders was passed at a houses of suspected persons by night; he 
period, when no one could for a moment also wished the duration of the bill to have 
doubt the absolute necessity for it. It was been limited to one year. Upon tin; whole, 
immediately after a, rebellion, in which-those it was a bill to which he felt compelled tp 
men ,.had taken up arms m the cause of a g>ve an unwilling assent, 
prince, who was a declared enemy to the Mr. P . Aloote thought, that in a free 
pro\W.tr‘ja 1 Lj:digion, and^whose ancestor had country like England, such an act as this 
been expelled from this ctSuu try, for his at- should never be passed but from extreme 
tempt to Overturn the constitution. The necessity. It had been said, that tins act 
bon. gent. wh<5 brought forward this bill g v, i y necessity; but there was 

called on the house to pass it into a law, nocvs.L. * ; roof of it, except the opinion 

without any document to prove the necessity ot of a righj hou. gent (Mr. Grattan), which, 
it, and without any means of conciliation hav- however respectable that gentleman might 
ing been adopted towards Ireland. He hoped, be, he could not sutler to sway him, nor 
in a future session, to see some measure was he able to bring his conscience to adopt 
adopted in favour of the Irish; to sec a fno- so arbitrary a measure on such authority, 
rtiheation of tithes seriously set about, and Such a corroding act as this must prove 
maturely and fully considered; and, above highly injurious in its consequences, by 
all, to see the catholic subjects of Ireland irritating and lacerating the feelings of the 
restored todheir rights ; ** but,” said the right Irish people; and if there wa% a necessity 
bon. the chancellor of the exchequer, tf tliej for it, the fact was, it did not go fir r enough, 
church is in danger.” In what way this Fen* these reasons, he would move as an r. 
could be made out he was at a loss to see. mendmenl, “ that jt be read a third time 
Would catholic emancipation give the cathn- that day 3 months.”’ 

lie clergy* any greater force i >f arguments, Mr. IV hit l read apologized to the house 
as to tlji superiority of their religion ? Bor for his again staling to them what weie Ins 
his part, he saw no danger^. unless it was opinions upon this measure. The impor- 
caused by the' protestants 'deserting the lance of the subject, however, made it his 
church. He protested against those restraining duty to st.j.'e in this, as well as in former- 

laws ; they had fora great* length oft time stages, what was the result of his inquiry 

been tried against Wales, and had always and deiiberatioir upon a question of such 
been found fruitless and nugatory. He had magnitude. In the first place then, de- 

hoped the attempt to disarm New England, fetring as he did tv) the opinion of a right 

as we had done, would not »o soon luf£ hon. gent. (Mr. Grattan), whose sentiments 
been forgotten, but would have operated to he always held in the highest^ estimation, 
restrain ministers from thus attempting to tie must confess that there was very high 
disarm Ireland. He had hoped, instead of authority indeed in favour o{ the propc^i- 1 
.this, that the 'Irish would be restored to their tion, that some such measure ought to be 
rights,and hcncefu r ward be allowed the right* adopted. But even then there was snme- 
of Englishmen. He/jbjecflirl warmly to the thing which operated in his favour. That 
feelings of the Irish people being, ift this right hon. gent, whose opinion, it was ad- 
moment, insulted, by the appointment of mi tied on all sides, tarried such great weight 
■magistrates, who had shewn themselves to and influence with it, did not say that he 
be p.irty-men, and who were henceforward to agreed to *thcVilTwith all its deformities; 
be invested with the most arbitrary and hfi objected tQ many parts of it ; he only 
tfjjpcessh e powers. For these reasons, lie said, that rather than lo§e the measure 
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altogether, he would agree to take it 
these objectionable parts. However 
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law 5 fcut tw© magistrates could execute 
the arbitrary provisions of this terrible bill 
He did n<5t conceive himself authorised to 


ith 
hen 

he looked at the consequences that were 
likely to result from the adoption of such give his absent to such a bill as this, on the 
a measure, he felt that it was his duty as \ authoritylof any lion, gentleman, however 
a member of parliament in such a case, and j respectalJe he might be, both for character 
without any specific evidence before him in ' and tale/ts; and notwithstanding all that had 
support of^the measure, to think for him- j been soft on the subject, lie could not see 
self, # aiul oppose thc 4 mca$ure. This bill any necessity whatever for it. Lord Hard- 
differed materially from f he other ; the other wicke had resided upwards of 4 years in lre- 
was to opera ft in a particular part only, and land, a most able, dignified, and popular 
that under peculiar circumstances $ but ! representative of his sovereign, during which 
this was to act universally throughout the ! time he had never foflnd it necessary to re- 


! sort to those extrai^dinary provisions. If 
so, what was there in the present state of 
Ireland to give occasion to this bill ? Since 
my lord Hardwicke, the duke of Bedford 
had been some time lorcfr lieutenant ; and 
there were some partial disturbances in tlif- 
ferent parts of the country. Applications 
had been* made to h^grace to pikTTTfbrce 
the provisions of this act ; but hg refused, 
.He proceeded against the culyrits in a legal 
way , and the law was found sufficient to 
subdue the insurrection, and to punish the 
offenders. Here the house had the evi- 
dence of two lords lieutenants, that in the 
course ot (i or 7 years, there was no neces- 
sity fyr such provisions. It must be a ne- 
cessity made apparent to parliament, and 
not allowed to go on introspect to any as- 
sertion of any individual, to put the whote 
people of Ireland out of the law, and autho- 
rize these nocturnal domiciliary visits. He 
f\?as averse to the bill in toto. # He never could 
reconcile himself to a bill which was to place 
the people, in every part of Ireland, in the 
power of any two rash, prejudiced* or in- 
temperate magistrates, to break open their 
houses at any hour of the night, and, under 
the pretence of starching for a»ns, to alarm 
and insult their families, and without the 
slightest evidence of any necessity : and at 
least, it the house should agree to pass the 
bill, it ought to name the shortest possible 
duration, not longer, at farthest, than the 
commencement of the next session when 
the subject might again be considered, and 
the law suffered to expire, unless the exe- 
cutive government of the country should 
think it necessary to be revived.. It was said 
by the supporters of this bill, that it was to ■ 
be continued for JV years, th the first in- 
' stance, 4 because *ihe revival of the subject 


whole country, and underany circumstances, 

What was that in effect but stating that, ! 
generally speaking, .you cannot trust the I 
whole of the population of Ireland, and 
proclaiming to the enemy, that in that place j 
there is to be found a large portion of his^ 
majesty's subjects who are ready to accept 
of their aims if they will send them there ? 

)lut above all, lie objected to the measure 
because it was seeii that even lhalmost ob- 
jectionable, most useless clause way not al- 
lowed to be altered, that which empowered 
constables or men of any description, with 
a warrant founded on suspicion only, to 
break into men’s houses, and alarm and tonify 
their families in the dead hour of the night. 

If the search was only to be made in Uie 
presence of a justice, there might have been 
some responsibility; but, when even that 
amendment \jns refused, when it "was 
known, that w hatever disaffection did exist, 
the arms ^ r ere used by night, and that it 
was in the day time Unit they were mostly 
secreted, lie couULnot be* so prodigal of this 
insulting power, he could not bring himself 
to wanton thus unnecessarily with the feel- 
ings of the people. If lie aims not of opinion 
that the people of Ii eland were better secur- 
ed without than with this bill, he most cer- 
tainly should vote in favour of if ; tJut think- 
ing as he did that Hie measuie w r as both 
unjust and unnccessai y, lie was impelled by 
a sense of duty to support the amendment. 

Sir Arthur Pigg»tl said lie would beg 
leave, as shortly as possible, to give his 
reasons for dissenting liuiy this bill It was 
•in act of the most arbitrary and oppressive 
nattfre, broughHbrward w ithout any inquiry 
into the state of Ireland, without any evi- 
dence laid before the house as to the necessity 
of it ; and it w as altogether so unconstitu- 
tional an ad, that nothing but extreme and j ii^parJknnriU, year after year, would excite • 
’ mosidfcnperious necessity could possibly jus- irritation. So, (hat to avoid this suppositions 
tify it. It did not depend on th« rejponsibi- consequence, the whole people, of Ireland 
luy of the lin'd lieutenant and council, nor J were to be 3 years exposed to the arbitrary 


gu the 
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authority of the established courts of* oppression of magistrates and their under* 
DI..IX. * • ] 4 A \ 
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lings, and to he deprived of their arms for j M<. . Dillon stated, tnat it. fell within his 
the defence of their habitations. There - own. knowledge, that during the administra- 
te re times heretor'cie, when a British par- : tion of the duke of Bedford, some hot head- 
liainent would not tolerate such language ; ! ed magistrates had proclaimed a district con- 
and he thought it required some holiness for trary to law. They atlerwaids .applied to 
any minister to state such a proposition. Yet, the lord lieutenant to sanction their proeeed- 
how could the bill be continued \} years, ing j he refused to dc so, and the usual ope- 
unless it was the united sense of pab lament | ration of the law was found to b;: sufficient 
to resist any motion for its repeal, which it | for the preservation ;,of public tranquillity, 
was competent for any member to propose i To such men it was not his inclination to 
in the next session ? Would any member j confide such powers as were not found 
suppose it possible, that the affairs of Ire- j necessary in the administration of lord Hard? 
land must not come under the consideration ! wicke, and such as the duke of Bedford re- 
of parliament every yeer ? It bills like this j fusid to sanction. It was the w'ish of lord 
were tlu* boons to be granted to Ireland by j Kilwarden, even in his dying moments, that 
this country, these were what they could the Jaw should not be vi dated on his account, 
ffnd elsewhere ; and if parliament did not Ministers were well aware that by the Bill 
see the wisdom of go\erning that country I of Rights every Bntish subject had a right 
by lenient and conciliatory measures, and ‘ to bcs.r arms, and if unnecessary infractions 
fijfflling to the hopes of the people the ef- of the best articles of the constitution were 
feet* they" were taught to expebt from a made as a matter of course almost, ministers 
legislative union with this country ; namely, might expect that some pot tion of the people 
the knitting together their rights and in-, of that e< uitry would declare their -enti- 
terests w'ith those of their Brirish fellow- ments in the most open manner against 
subjects; if parliament did not feel I he ne- • such proceedings; they might expect, not 
cessity of strengthening, at this awful crisis, \ that a revolution founded on Agrarian prinvi- 
the armies of the empire, by the valour of pies would be attempted, hut that the higher 
ti noble, brave r intrepid, and loyal people, j class of the people would he roused, and 
instead of keeping up a system of coercive • that they would petition against the union, 

and irutative measures; he mu si only la- . Oiv the intended motion of Mr. Shei dan he 

ment their blindness. This observation should deliver his sentiments more fully ; in 
reminded him of a dec Ja ration once made by i the mean while however, he thought it 
one of tjhe ablest statesmen that ever pro- ! his duty to oppo-ic the bill now befoie the 
sided over the destinies of this country, the 1 house. 

great earl of Chatham; who said it whs his Mr .Craig defended Ireland from the un- 
■fiiaxim to adopt mint wherever he found just imputations- against its loyalty and aile- 
If, free from all partiality or piejiul.rv to conn- glance. He was convinced tli.'.t the tiue 
tiies. He had sought and found a brave policy in governing Ireland was to extend 

people in flie North, who nad long been to its people the full paitiyipation of const i- 

estrawged from all attachment to RritUli tutional rights. He declared his ecnviction 
government toy nets of impolicy and oppres- ' of the injustice a:d impolicy of the present 
sion, which tmnsferred their affections to a bill, and Wrongly snppoi led the amendment, 
foreign foe, who had flatten'd thepi with) Mr. Ponsonli/ was a decided enemy to 
hopes of redress. He removed their oppres- ! the bill. lie hoped some amendment would 
sions. He noticed their loyalty to this , have been admitted to render it less unpalat- 
country Tin y floe ked totk- Bi ui>h standard, 1 able, but he was severely disappointed. He 
and conquered for I ngland in every qu?i kt ‘ thanked his right lion, and learned friend 
of the wo. Id. It was a similar policy that : f sir A. Piggolt) for his eloquent speech 
would give the best effects to the Union’ by j against the bill, jn every word of which he 
uniting w ith this country the affections of the j agreed ; and could only express his as 
Irish people : but a contrary conduct would j tonishment to fipd his majesty’s ministers 
tend ultimately, perhaps, to lop off’ the right ! supporting such a measure upon hear say, 
arm from the British *rv lire, at a moment j and without a tittle of evidence, while at this 
when we wanted t'wice as many firms as j moment the assizes of the different counties 
we had to effect our security in this ^wfpl jin Ireland were proceeding, and when the 
crisis. He concluded by beseeching the , judges w r ere every where unanimtfu£ in 
bouse,, and his majesty’s government, to : stating the 'tranquil state of that country, 
depart from this fatal system which risked I especially Wexford and Tippeiary, thetw'o 
no less than t^e ultimate loss of Ireland . 1 most suspected counties, and where there 
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teas not a single indfbtment for insurfeltion, were # unacquainted with the affairs of Ire* 
or even for seditious words 3 and whin the land, might be well enough before the 
judge'emphatically thanked the grand juries union 3 but after that event,such a declaiation 
for the tranquil state in which he found that was as rkiiculous as to say they knew no- 
part of tl^ country. He never could give j thing ahput Middlesex or Yorkshire. The 
his support to so abominable, so unconsti- j former let, of which this was meant to be 
tutional, and so tyrannical a bill. — A gene-, the companion, was abominable enough, 
ral cry of^uestion \ question ! j but th'Jf was a thousand times worse. By a 

IVJj. Sheridan expressed* his astonishment clause in this bill, nothing in the shape of 
at hearing so very general a call of question ! j a blacksmith must exist in Ireland but at 
question ! fts* if gentlemen were in a the discretion of the magistrates, unless he 
hurry to pass a bill so alufming to the liber- would swear and give security that he would 
ties of Ireland. He should not enter upon never make any thing in the shape of a pike, 
the affairs of that country at present, as he Thus every gentleman in Ireland was liable 
should haver a more favourable opportunity, to be plundered out* of his arms ; and every 
on the motion he shpuld have the honour of blacksmith in that devoted country prevented 
proposing to the house on Monday. He did from following his trade, or earning his liveli- 
not expect, however, that on a measure hood, at thediscrction of any twopetty justices 
like this for driving from the pale of the con* ofthepeace. Would any man, in hiscool senses, 
stitution the whole people of Ii eland, his suppose that such a measure was not calcukt- 
majesty’s ministers would sit mute, w ithout ed to exqjtc universqMisconten^aJ^diffld j 
condescending to notice any of the argu- to convert the friends of the government, 
ments so eloquently and forcibly ^nit against and the most loyal and peaceabfe people of 
this bill If ever he saw the cast ^f Ireland* the country into enemies, anfl to produce all 
treated with outrage and insult, it was upon those very mischiefs which it was avowedly 
the present occasion, when the king’s mi- directed to prevent ? • He should, however, 
nisters were forcing upon that country, a beg leave to add to the bill a clause, by way 
law subversive of all civil liberty* and ex- of rider. It w ould be, to make it high trea- 
posing the habitation of every man in Ireland son to communicate to Napoleon emperor of 
to the nocturnal intrusion of any two m<jgis- the 'French, either of those bills ; for he 
trates, or their underlings, on pretence of was convinced that siach a communication 
searching for arms, without any controul would 4 )e the most direct, effectual, pnd 
from the executive government. Tlifc elo- traitorous communication to the enemy for 
quent speech of his right hon and learned the invasion of Ireland. The •lion, ancf 
friend (sif A. Piggott) was unanswerable#-|*ight hon. and learned gentlemen opposite 
He gloried in the whole tenuur ot his argu- 1 to Kim took no notice ‘of the speeches 
ments, and he was proud to see on that side ! of his hon. friends ; but if they were igno- 
of the house an attorney-general and solid- j rant of the affairs of that country, knowledge 
tor-general of the last administration, stand , should be fofped upon them, or tfiey ought 
forth as advocates for the cause of Ireland, | k> suffer for their ignorance. Notwif^stand- 
who preferred government by law to a j ing the declaration of a right hon. friend of 
government by arbitrary power nnd military his (Mr. Grattan), and whose authority had 
execution, and who refused to vole away the been so generally quoted by the supporters 
liberties of a brave and honourable people, of and the former bill, he would not 
without any other semblance of necessity lend his conscience to any man against his 
than the mere ipse dixit ol the right hon. t^e conviction. The Irish security was gone 
chancellor of the exchequer, and his legal tmon "the expedition to the Baltic 3 regiment 
friends the attorney and solicitor-generals, after regiment was drawn from Ireland for 
And w'hat was the •testimony of those right foreign service 3 and now the country was 
»hon. gentlemen ? Why, that none of them to be garrisoned by two arbitrary acts of par- 
kn€w any thing aboutj reland, but that they liament. But surely if ministers were serious 
understood trom good authority that there in believing the danger, this was the way to 
was a disposition to insurrection there. Who encourage and promote it.-*— The house then" 
told them so ? Did ’they learn it by any divided, for thq^'aiitenjmeut 28 , against it 
official document from the duke of Kich- 80, majority 52. 

moult*? or was it only from the whispers ol * Lhrd Ii. IV/ty then rose to move an amend* 
those hon. gentlemen from t font side the ment in the bill, by shortening tfie duration 
water, \vht» wished to feed their credulity ? ot it. He thought the house ought* to be as 
Frt genUcinqn in ttyeir stations, to s:ij they jealous of such a bill as of the mutiny victb 

1 A 2 # • 
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and that it ought only to he psst for a one ; 
year. We ought to pay the same acknow- ! 
Icdgement to tiie liberty of the subject in 
Ireland ns in this country. We ought to 
anticipate that amelioration in the Istate of 
Ireland which might render the bill to long- 1 
er necessary ; and perhaps it ought nlSp to be 
dreaded, that the Irish govern mcnt^would 
abuse the power vested in it, in such a man- 
ner as to make it doubtful whether more 
evil or good resulted from sufteiing such a 
bill to be continued. Thinking, therefore, 
that such powers ought to be only granted 
for one year, he concluded bv moving as an 
amendment, that the words “ one year* 
should be inserted instead of “ three,” as the 
duration of the bill. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought 
that ft was necessary to say but little, when 
it*, was considered how fully both those bills 
haiftjmr— obeady diset.y»ed. It would cer- 
tainly be in the power of parliament to re- 
peal this b*ill next year, if they thought it 
necessary ; bift he thought unnecessary 
discussion on tins subject might be of an irri- 
tating nature, and could not possibly do any 
good. 

Mr. Sheridan was rejoiced, that he had at 
length heard a few word* from one of the 
hon. gentlemen on the other side. 'When 
they had before refund to argue the subject, 
on «the ground of their ignorance, he gave 
them some credit for either modesty or can- 
dour. 1 1 is noble friend had, however, 
obliged the rt. lion. gent, to say .something!'' 
These discussions on the state of Ireland 
might appear to the gentlemen on the other 
side of die house, as irritating questions; 
they however appeared to him questions 
that o tight not to be blinked, but that it was 
necessary, to concuss faiily. ( He would tell 
the right hon. gent., that lid mil ought to be 
the constant subject of Ins thoughts, and of 
discussion in that house. • The presAit bill 
was a bill for suspending the libeities and 
the constitution of Irelan!; rnd to prevent 
irr’.lat.ng d.^ as tY-y wi :e c died, i.t 

was puyo-ed, m lh • e.-t instance, tint flic 
bill should be on unmet i<a 3 years. Me 
could not see any argnmc.it that could be ad- 
duce i n favour of oaemu^g die bill for 
(haili.&i*, tVit would not apjily a > well to 
th*‘ making it c»arnal. 'ilie right hon gent, 
had said, that the !vme eiYdd icpc-.l it next 
,\var, if they thought * proper. This was 
■most undoubtedly trae, and* so they fyultl 
have done if the icr h »d been at once njadc 
perpetual; but there was very little reason 
lo ‘expect that it vv^uld be repealed before 


7, 1807. — Irish Arms Bill. [1096 

the tiiie fixed for its expiration. If the bill 
were inly annual, then the right hon. gent, 
must make out some kind of a case next 
year, before he could again propose it; but 
if it passed for 3 years, he would consider 
himself privileged to continue all that time 
as ignorant as he no'V professed himself of 
the state of Ireland. It was time for the 
house to take the situation of Ireland serjons- 
ly into their consideration, as every body 
knew that the destruction of JiVland, or its 
occupation by the' enemy, would be the 
dnwnfal of the empire. lie concluded by 
declating, that he should support the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. IV Elliot (late Secretary for Ireland) 
admitted the necessity of this measure, but 
thought the period of duration quite another 
question, and that parliament ought to shew 
an anxiety to keep as much as possible with- 
in the limits of that necessity. He would, 
therefore, support the amendment, and would 
strongly advise gentlemen on the other side 
to accede to it. The right hon. gent, ear- 
nestly recommended the adoption of conci- 
liatory Pleasures with regard to Ireland. He 
deprecated the language which he hail heard 
from a high authority in that house, and in 
another assembly also, with respect to the 
Catholics ; for he considered such language 
extremely rash and imprudent, to say the 
least of it ; as it would go to close the expec- 
tations, to put an end to the hope*, of the 
Catholic body. When gentlemen talked of 
"settling the question, what, did they mean ? 
Did they mean to say to a population grow- 
ing in numbers, wealth, <yid consequence — 
“ we will never attend to your wishes, we 
will never comply with your desires lint 
some gentlemen undertook to say, that t fie 
Catholic Question was of no consequence, lo 
this population. The contrary, however, 
was as true as nature was tine to herself. 
What! that the landed and commercial in- 
terests, which had such exUiiMve anil just 
influence among the Catholic body, that the 
gentlemui ot the bar, did not aspire to those 
pi u sieges and distinctions, from which they 
were at present excluded ! 7 no i lea -was 

quite preposterous. He cqnld assure the 
house that gentlemen were Miiisi.ikcn who 
supposed tint all those feelings did not pre- 
vail among the Catholics, which strongly 
bind men to the. state. For the desire of 
pirticipafir ; m those privileges which the 
.state gi \:ied, was a strong bond of cv‘ Elec- 
tion. He, pf course, disliked, and would 
wish to discountenance the doctrine, that the 
prospect siiuydd bo removed, \\hich scivcll to 
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keep alive that desirf. At least 
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the ! wlia^pver the necessity might be rou% that 


Catholics to hope, to let them cherish fepec- | necessity might be at an end within a 12 
ration', was one of the best means of preserv- j month. • At all events, the ease was doubt- 
ing the tranquillity of Ireland. With a view . fill, and the Iiish people should have the be- 
efieclnally to restore and to maintain that ; netit of lhat doubt. Enacting the bill ibr one 
tranquillity, the right lion. gent, mentioned i year du not preclude its revival, should it 
the different measures* which the late minis- appear/iecessaiy, any more than the revival 
try had in^ontemplation; first, the grant of ot tluf Mutiny bill, which, from the same 
privileges to the Catholics; second, the mo- considerations which actuated his mind up- 
dificalion of tythes ; third, a strict attention ; on this occasion, parliament had taken care 
to the npprdfiuintion of the funds denned for j to pass annually, although its necessity was 
' “ ‘ ' 'undisputed and its principle unquestionable — 

The house then divided upon loid H. Petty's 
amendment, and the numbers were Ayes 34 $ 
Noes /(). 

List of the Minority. 

Barham, J. I'. 


Bouvcri?, E. 
Bernard T. 


aig, J. 

J Cavendish, W. 
Cnthherr, J. It. 
Dillon. II. A. 
Dundac. W. 
EII101, W. 

I libbed, G. 

I Jen nise, J. C. 

lamb, VV. 

| La^bwck, sir J 
j Millai, Mr T. 

! Moore, I*. 

* M.tirin, II. 
Maxwell, W. 


education ; and fourth, l*he enforcement ot 
the residence of the established clergy. Tluse 
were among the benefits which the lain ad- 
mmistialion meant to confer upon Ireland, 
and which he heartily wished to see adopted. 

Mi. ll r U her force felt much satisfaction ill 
hearing the objects which the right lion, 
gent, had just stated, and particularly wiitk 
regard to tythes, in which if a change could j Brand, T. 
be effected without injury to the interests of j Calcrafk, 4 . 
the established clergy, it was on all hands ad- j £ \ 
milted to he extremely ilesirablcv The hon. 
member expressed liis wish that me gentle- 
men of Ireland would themselves devote 
their attention to a consideration of the 
means by which the state of ihe Irish people 
might be amended, for he could not help 
tlunling that among that people, he meant 
the peasantry particularly, there was a. dif- 
feience not only in the civil condition, if he 
might so express him-df, hut in the political 
character, frpm that which appeared ‘among 
the same classes in this counti v, and tiie gen- 
tlemen oT Ireland might be most competent, 
to judge of the lact, and to prepare the 
means of impiowng their countrymen. 

Mr. Windham was glad to hear his right 
hon. friend state the objects which the late 
administration had in view, for the benefit of 
Ireland j and to those objects he wished 
partieulaily to point the attention of the 
house. So far from considcringithis bill and 
the Insurrection hiK as twins, he thought 
them materially AilfereuX,,* With respect to 
tin* consequence to he apprehended fromjhc 
Ircquent discussion of measures of this na- 
ture, and w hich the right hon. gent, on the 
opposite side deprecated, lie for himself 
thought, that as much irritation might be 
produced by»silence« as by discussion — nay, 
more j find so he apprehended from the si- 
lence of ministers upon this occasion. The 
feelings of the people .of Ireland must be , 
grat/d to find it resolved to continue thedu-j 
ralteu of such a bill as this beyond a reason- 
able time, without any statement, and per- 
haps without the existence of necessity. For, 


Milton, lord 
Petty, kml II. 
Piugott, sir A. 1 
Pariv L. l\ S. 
m Ponsonby,*!. 
Komilly. sir S. 
Kuw.ll, loud VV. 
Shvridp^i, R. B. 
SiiTYK’rville, sii M- 
Switch, VV. 

• fSliaipc, R. 

Talbot, R, 
Windhatu, W t 
Ward J VV. 
Whitbread, S, 
TJhts. 
^Crecvey, T. 
Dawson, It. 


• HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

• Saturday , August 8. 

[Publicans’ Li tense Bilj..] Mr She- 
ridan moved the second reading of this bill. 
He could adduce, he said, instances ot the 
most atrocious oppression practised by the 
magistrates on individuals of this trtide j he 
did not say designedly, but from carelessness 
and inattention. All that he wished was, 
j that f when a publican was charged with an 
act which was to* be esteemed sufficient to 
deprive him of his license, he should be 
informed of the nature of the dime imputed 
Ho him, and should he hem d in his defence; 
not that he and his family should be deprived 
of their livelihood by a whisper. This, he 
maintained^ was not a situation in which an 
Englishman should be placed. It had, he 
believed, been objected against him, that 
this was the mr-ia^ie bacPtaken of canvassing 
Westminster/ IIu\v*truly this was a Hedged 
might be gathered from this simple fa A, 
that one of the first measures 111 m ed by* hint 
in parliament was of a similar nature! 
Shortly alter the riots in the year l/SP, he 
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bimself originated a measure «gains£ the 
Westminster Justices, in which he had the 
satisfaction of being supported by a most 
vespectable minority. Shortly after this, the 
late duke of Northumberland put Ln addi- 
tional number of gentlemen into tie com- 
mission of the peace, among the reft him- 
lelf, (Mr. S ). — General Fitzpatricf, lord 
11. Spencer, and other gentlemen on that 
side of the house, finding, during the imme- 
diately succeeding election for Westminster, 
that the publicans, through fear of the ‘ma- 
gistrates, all of whom'werein the interest 
of government, could not be induced to open 
any houses in favour oY Mr. Fox, though 
they had not previously qualified themselves 
as magistrates, they resolved to do so, and 
immediately advertised, promising their pro- 
tection to such publicans as should act impar- 
tially by opening their houses for the inde- 
pende nt ca ndidate, fc. this determination 
they could only find one of the existing 
magistrates 1 ’ who would join them, and add 
bis name to the'ir corps. [A laugh from the 
jninisterial benches.] Gentlemen, Mr. S. 
remaiked, might, if they pleased, think 
it a subject of congratulation, and that it 
conferred honour and respectability on the 
magistracy of Westminster, that not more 
than one man could be found among them 
to add his name to resolution expressi\e 
of (heir determination to at* fairly and im- 
partially. He had only stated this, how- 
ever, to shew that the present was not an 
idea which he hau now taken up for the first* 
time. He had prepared a bill on the subject 
while he was Treasurer of the Navy ; and 
£0 far was it from being an election trick on 
llispart, that he did not mention the subject 
during fhe last election till the 1 2th day ot 
the poll, whereas, had lie jneant it as a 
theme through which to court popularity, 
te would ha\e set out with it from the be- 
ginning, If it was desired, he shouki be 
ready in the committee to go into a string of 
cases, the substantiating of any one of which, 
he was convinced, must render it impossibly, 
for gentlemen of honour, feeling, or human- 
ity to doubt the propriety of what be propos- 
ed. He proceeded to state* the case of a 
Woman, whose father and mothei had been 
for fifty years in one house, in which they 
bad uniformly maintained an unblemished 
character She bad sqccfeeStki to her parents, 
*jpd supported in it, with the same propriety, 
a family of 7 children, five of whom Were 
entirely dependent on her industry. Being 
summoned before the magistrates, and in- 
formed tha: they could not renew her licence 
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—on (per attempting to femonstrate, the only 
satisfaction she could procure was, *• woman, 
you have had your answer.” Her license 
was accordingly withdrawn, and she and her 
family are now reduced to a state of 
extreme poverty and distress. This case 
was not unknown to,*and had attracted the 
commiseration of a noble lord #nd right 
bon. gent.— But he (Mr. S.) denied that it 
was consistent with the constitution of tliia 
country that any man, in any 1 * profession, 
was to be told, that at the discretion of any 
one man, be and his family were to be 
deprived of their livelihood, and reduced to 
misery. He had, he declared, thirty instances 
of a similar kind, which he should, if re* 
quired, bring forward in the committee. 
He had several instances too, of persons 
having been deprived of their licences for 
voting for sir Francis Burdett, for Middlesex. 
They had even been told that this was the 
reason j and, he would ask, were publicans, 
at the will,, of a magistrate, to be deprived 
of the frt$e exercise of the elective franchise 
more than the other inhabitants of this coun- 
try ? He alluded to another case which had 
occurred at Fulham, where a house remark- 
able for the usual decorum of its keeper had 
been depri ved of the licence, merely because 
on ope occasion, a few Welsh girls returning 
to their own country had been indulged with 
a fiddle and a hop. These were arbitrary 
powers, which, he submitted, ( were not fit 
to rest with one or two individuals, without 
"tihe person accused being acquainted with 
the charge against him, and allowed to defend 
himself. Neither, ..he maintained, was it 
even then fit that they should exist without 
appeal. All he asked was, that every person 
so accused should have the charge against 
him furnished to him in writing, and that 
he should be heard in his defence ; and, af- 
terwards, that he should have it in his power 
to appeal to the quarter sessions. He could 
not think it possible, but that the magistrates 
thpm selves must be pleased that an appeal 
lay from their decision. Jf not actuated by 
personal motives, the knowledge of such, 
appeal must be consolatory to their feelings. 
All he wished at present was that the bill 
should extend to Middlesex and Surrey. He 
confessed that he had recci\ed le'tttfs which 
would more than cover the table, containing 
similar complaints from every part of the 
country, so that he might be fortified in 
maintaining that the alteration should e«6mii 
throughout. .But still, high as was the res- 
pectiii which he held Mr. Read, M<r. Graham, 
and one or tv/o others of the ^Vestmiustfir 
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and Middlesex magistrates, he could Jiot so 
far shut his eyes as to put them on f level 
with 'the independent country magistrates, 
The former held their places, for which 
fhey received an emolument, at the will and 
pleasure of his majesty's ministers; while 
the laUer exercised a gratuitous and burden- 
some duty. There .was another subject, 
whigh he had alludec^to else where, and be- 
fore an auditory far inore numerous than 
that which Bediad now the honour to address, 
namely, the power exercised by brewers 
oyer publicans, bv being proprietors of pub- 
lic-houses. With all the regard which he 
felt for many, gentlemen connected in the 
brewing business this was a practice which, 
lie was aware, ought tq be checked, if not 
abolished. Nothing was more clear than 
this, that brewers might meet together, 
agree that they wruld not interfere with the 
houses which were held under the dominion 
of each : and in that manner they had it in 
their p< we. lo impose whatevettrash they # 
pleased on the laborious part of tire commu- 
nity. What they had after labour was of as 
much consequence to their health^ and to 
their existence, as food. It was, therefore, 
an object well deserving the interference of 
the legislature, to see that improper means 
were not resorted to to disappoint them^f it. 
The period of the session, however, would 
not allow time for so extensive a regulation. 
All that he qow desired was to provide that 
a man, merely because he was a publican, 
should not be ruined, and his family turned 
on the parish, without having an opportuni- 
ty of knowing evhat was charged against 
him. He concluded by. moving, that the 
bill be now read a second time. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he 
could only regret that the right hon. gent, 
had not brought not only the present bill 
but the whole of his measure sooner before 
the house. As he had it in full contempla- 
tion from the year ] 78Q down to thp year 
1784, he must regret that he should hi^e 
allowed it to remaifi a blank from that period 
down to the election in 1807, when he 
revived it for rherfirst time on the Hustings 
► in Covenl Garden ; still more he must re- 
gfet that he*liad been so late in the. session 
in brining it into the bouse. Jf the prin- 
ciple of the bill, howeyer, was to be sup- 
ported by cases, the plan would have been 
to m#vc for a committee .to investigate them, 
an#“ro make the report of the committee 
the foundation of the bill. As. meters stood 
there was* no evidence to go on, and it 
would be unfair to make Middlesex artd 
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Surrey exceptions from a general rule. He 
hoped the right hon. gent, would set his 
mind to the business during the vacation, 
and come prepared with his whole plan early 
in the nfext session. He concluded by mov« 
ing, that the Bill be read a second time this 
day three months. 

Mr {Rose thought some regulation neces- 
sary upon this subject, and bore testimony 
to the character of the publicans. From 
his connection with the revenue business, he 
was* enabled to say, that there was not a 
more meritorious tflass of men than the 
publicans. 

Mr. D. Giddy vindicated the character of 
the magistracy in the country, who were, 
as far as his acquaintance extended, particular^ 
ly in Cornwall, entitled«to the utmost res- 
pect. The evils arising from the proprietor- 
ship of public houses being vested in .ihe 
brewers* he acknowledged to be great / but 
he could not conceive any legislative remedy 
that could apply to it. 

Mr. Peter Moore thought the grounds of 
objection staled by the chancellor of the 
exchequer might be obviated in a commitee, 
where all the cases cited by his right hon. 
friend might, with many others, equally 
strong, be fully substantiated From having 
had an opportunity of examining these cases, 
he could say that sue# instances of oppres- 
sion had occurred under the existing law, 
as would revolt the feelings of the house, 
and as wqpld excite its astonishment, that 
^ucl) a law had been so long suffered to con- 
tinue in operation. However, as ivore4n- 
quiry seemed to he required ifpon this sub- 
ject, and as gentlemen seemed to. think the 
general extension of the principle desirable, 
he would recommend to his right lion, friend 
to withdraw thu bill, rather t|^in let it go to a 
division, lest its rejection should appear to 
imply that to which he wa9 glad to perceive 
no gentleman Vas disposed, namely, au 
absolute opposition to the principle of thc^ 
measure. 

to* Mr. St urges Bourne conceived a committee 
of inquiry necessary previous to the intro- 
duction of a bill of this nature, because it 
professed to rest upon particular cases ; but 
if the measure were founded upon a general 
principle, comprehending the whole coun- 
try, such a comgajttee might be dispensed 
with. | The liori. menfber was aware of tho 
illegitimate use made of the power which 
the magistrates possessed under the existing 
law, of the improper manner in which they * 
employed it upon elections, and that such a 
lavv required revisiqt^ He knew that 1 % 
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tonic populous towns, at a distance fronp the with that before the hoivfe respectively ; but 
metropolis, every publican voted at an elec- then objections arose, to which he yielded, in 
lion according to the will cf the magistrate, proposing to make those the objects of 
in consequence of the undue influence rie- .separate bills. Again, he proposed to make 
lived from the existence of this laW. He the bill general ; but to this very great diffi- 
agreed, therefore, in the necessity! which cuhies were suggested ; he found many 
called for some conection of the abtirib com- men, and magistrates particularly, who were 
plained of; but he agreed also witfc those willing to let him do what he pieced with 
who ifins’dered it improper to have tlie Middlesex and Surrey , t provided he let the 
gruondsof objection which magistrates might remainder of the country alone. He 
leel to a publican's license become the sub- therefore endeavoured to makeu beginning 
jee of discussion in a court of law* For in of that leform in those counties, which so 
that case he could nor* help thinking the many gentlemen had professed to desire to ex- 
remedy almost as bad a*. the evil. The mode tend to all England. But a committee of inqui- 
«f redress which orcui red to Ids mind would ry was required previous to the introduction 
be to extend authority fot granting licenses i of such a hill as ilii«. He however, would 
or hearing appeals conferred upon a larger beg those who dosiicd such a committee, to 
number of magistrates, who, from their reflect upon the expence and trouble that 
number, would probably be free from the must attend such a committee ; to consider 
operation of local feeling or party prejudice, if witnesses were to he summoned from all 
Tbtfsrj iteticermiglil begone to ihe publicans parts of England and Wales, what tune such 
sod to the public, fot* w hose interest, he a committee must last, and when it was 
thought that, if the principle of such a likely to epd ? Each case would, in fact, 
measure as tl/fs were unexceptionable, it be a Buitrbeforc the committee, for he 
cwght to lu* extended to the whole country should propose to do that with regard to the 
He? therefore recommended to the right lion, magistrates, which they, under the existing 
gent, to withdraw his bill lor the present law, declined to do towaids the publicans; 
session. that is, he should have the magistrates ap- 

Mr. SheruJav professed his disposition prized of any ground of complaint urged 
to yield to whatever appealed to be the ge- agaipst them, and afforded the opportunity 
nend wish of the hntKe, and therefoie he of vindicating themselves. What time, 
shopld comply with the rcqul-M of his lion, ilicn, would such an im litigation occupy! 
friend (Mr. Moore), to any suggestion iiom — As fo the cases lie had adverted to upon this 
whom lie $Iumid be alw ays h.ippv; to attuid. occasion, the right lion. gent, stated that 
At the same time he cuii.d not help iiotice-*"rtiey were but a few out ut a large mass, 
ingtlie surprise expressed by the light lion, and While gentlemen calleu ior deliberation 
the chancelloY of the exchequer, that he and delay, he could assure them and the 
itwvdd havt brought forward ibis bill at so house, that many persons were starving in 
Ke a period of the session. Wiiat, said Mr. jail in consequence of the law which lie 
the, right hon. gent., who has Surprised proposed to correct. There was one case 
the hoiinc and t^o country so, much himself in particular into which he believed a right 
—l»e who hes surptised the house at a late hon. gent. (Mr. Rose) had made inquiry, 
period of the session with liis plan of govern- and which he knew' was peculiarly op- 
mens for Jrei *nd — who Ijas Surprised if with pressive, namely, that»of Mrs. Unibank. 
Lis :nw military project- who has sin pi is- The case of Mr. John Morris, a respectable 
it by propovng to suspend that highly m/in, who had a shop over the way in 
laudable and umfcrsaliy praised system^ tlj^, "King Street, furnished the strongest grounds 
plan ut enlisting foi a limited lime, —and | of complaint. This Mr. Morris, for whom, 
yet, that after all the right hon gent, should from Ins own knowledge of him, he could 
talk to me a’u.ut surprising the hou*e ! But, not hesitate to avow the utmost respect, 
among ail liis surprises there isVs-.e surprise was deprived of his licence by the magfsi 
.which lie couid not prod i a c, imiucIv that of t rates, merely because his house wfis to be 
surprising me bv 'f-ppoMii*^ tins bill; fori taken down in order to make some cox- 
expected i:. — Tiie riglr-t HonSjuit. proceed- | coiubical improvements about Westminster 
$d to Mate the manner in which he had acl- f Abbey — to shew that building tik, the 
*d with a vjew to produce a saVufartory feyi.'l members ns they came down to thehousMdut 
•First, lie drew' up a bill such as -ome gentle- i he had communicated the case ot Mr. Morris 
men now' professed to wish frr. combining | t»» the treasury, and he hoped for redress, 
t tie cat.e ol brewers 4»w nil. g public- houses i JXicre was ai&tf oue with regard to a Mr* 
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Bfignall, of the Broadway Westminister, 
whose licence was withdrawn by the tfjagis- 
trates* upon grounds which they would 
not explain, and the poor man finding every 
effort to procure redress unavailing, abso- 
lutely died of a broken heart about a fort- 
night since leaving a Welpless family to de- 
plore his fate. With.such facts before him, 
he di 4 not think it 400 much to propose 
this temperate measure! However, as the 
opinion was&wstrongly expressed, that if such 
a bill was necessary, it should be made gene- 
ral, he should acquiesce, in the wish for 
time to inquire into the subject. He hoped 
and trusted that by the next session, peti- 
tions would pour in from all quarters, pray- 
ing the removal of the existing grievances, 
and that such petitions would be presented 
by the highest authority, by that of th^ 
county representatives of the respective 
petitioners. For himself, ha should for the 
present only say, that which was only a 
repetition of what he had said bstfore, that, 
while ho had a seat in that house, ne should 
ever be found an advocate of the weak 
against the strong, and of the helples? against 
those who had the power, and, he was 
soiry to say, too often the will, to oppress 
them. 

Mr. Rose vindicated the conduct of .the 
commissioners appointed to superintend the 
improvements alluded to by the right, lion, 
gent., /rom ^ny concern in the transactions 
respecting Mr. Morris or Mrs. Unibank. 
For whenever those commissioners thought 
the removal of any house necessary to their 
object, they not only paid for the house it- 
self, but, if a shop or place of business, they 
allowed for the good will also, or any other 
loss sustained by the proprietors. 

Mr. Sheridan said, the complaint in the 
cases lie referred to was, that the licence was 
refused on the ground that it was hi contem- 
plation to take dovVn tln^ house for the 
purpose of the improvement he had men- 
tioned. • 

Mr. Huskisson ssfld, that he had received 
some papers from the right hon. gent, upon 
the subject of Mr. Morris’s case, and that an 
•inquiry was set on foot in the proper de- 
partment. Tffe resuk of that inquiry he 
should taffe care to have communicated to 
the right hon. gent., and if the case should 
turn ojfft to be such as tlu> right hon. gent, 
had d^cribed it to be, be had mo doubt that 
am^-^edress would be granted by remune- 
rating Mr. Morris. — After somg farther 
conversation, Mr. Sheridan with leave ot 
the house withdrew the bill. # • 

Vol. IX. • 


M(. Denies bill relative to the lodgement 
of £400. upon prosecuting an election pe- 
tition, after some observations from sir A. 
Pigott aqd lord W. Russell against it, and 
from JV$*. T. Jones and Mr. Dent in its 
favour, produced a division of six to five ; 
and there not being 40 members present Ihe 
house |djourned, 

HOUSE OF LOROS. 

Monday , August 10 . 

[Scotch Judicature Bill.] — The Lord 
Chancellor presented a bill for the better 
administration of justice in Scotland, the 
object of which he briefly stated, namely 
to divide the court of session into two Cham* 
bers, one consisting of the lord president 
and 7 judges, and tho *>ther of the lord 
justice clerk and 6 judges. His lordship 
stated, that he did not wish any proceeding 
should b® had upon tlfe bill thisTsession, 'but 
merely that it should be printed god lie over 
for consideration next session. 

The Earl of Selkirk thought it would be 
preferable to constitute the 6 justiciary lords 
of the court of session a court for the trial 
of jury causes, they being accustomed to 
trial by jury in criminal cases, and that the 
othc;r nine judges should constitute a court 
of equity, with power to send causes for 
trial by jury into the dfher court. 

The Earl of Lauderdale declined going 
into the subject at present, but stated, that 
there were#several petitions from different 
jTarts. of Scotland, ready t to be presented 
in favour of extending the trial by jury to 
that country. — The bill was* read a first 
time, and ordered to be printed. . 

{ N e ut r a l % Po w e r 9 . ] — Earl St a n hope rose 
to call the attention of the house to a sub- 
ject he said of great importance ; lae alluded 
to the conduct of this country towards neu- 
tral jjpwcrs. After what had passed in 
America, he thought the subject became of 
still greater importance, although he was 
awar<4 that nothing could be said about that 
ment at present. If, howAer he did not 
receive a satisfactory answer from ministers 
respecting the line of conduct intended to 
be adopted towards slates at peace with this 
country, he should make a mc^ion on the 
subject, on Thursday, which his lordship, 
read, and the obje&of whk:h was to recog- 
nize t%e principle 01 equality and recipro- 
city jn the conduct of this country toward** 
independent States with whom we were 
at peace. — The lords were orcere.d to be 
summoned for Thursday. 

[Militia Transfer Bill.] — The order 
4 B 



1107] PAUL. DEBATES, August 10, 180 f. ^Militia Transfer BUI. [1108 

of' the day being read for the second reading were highly important parts of our force, 
of this bill, • It was, however, of the greatest importance 

■ Lord Hawkeslury observed, that it had to keep up and to increase the efficiency 
been the wish of his majesty's ministers of our regular disposable force, and the 
to have avoided, if possible, proposing any most effectual mode of increasing that force 
new military measure during the present was conceived by ministers to be the mea« 
session, in order that they might have had sure now proposed, by which 28,000 soldiers, 
more experience of the effects of the plan already trained and disciplined, would be 
proppsedby a right hon.gent. in the other obtained by the regular army, and by which 
house (Mr. Windham), and adopted by 56 second battalions, now very deficient in 
parliament, and which it was their wish numbers, would be rendered efficient. He 
should have a fair trial. * After, however, conceived t)iis plan to be preferable to an ar- 
the pvents which had unfortunately occur, my of reserve, in raising which a considerable 
red, it became incumbent upon ministers to period must elapse before the men could be 
propose some measure for increasing the mi- at all fit for service. Besides, the unwise 
litary force of the country, iH order still measure of remitting the!' fines incurred un- 
further to guard against the increased pow- der a recent act for raising men, tended 
er of* the enemy. He did not wish the tu destroy the effect of measures of this 
country to believe, that, whatever had been nature by discouraging activity. The noble 
the dangers *of invasion, they were not lord then went over tfie different provisions 
now increased. Whilst at a former period, of the bill, and contended in favour of the 
if the enemy failed in an attempt to invade clause for allowing the men the option of en- 
our shores, tbb failure was sure to recoil listing for^f limited or an unlimited period, 
upon the continent, and environ him that it would be highly impolitic that the 
w r ith danger there ; arid when now, from terms of service of 28, OCX) men 'should all 
the unfortunate situation of the continen- expire together ; he, besides, was of oplnipn 
tal powers, that expectation could not be that the only fair principle upon which -ser- 
indulged, at least only to £ very limited ex- vice for a limited period ought to be sup- 
tent, it could not be supposed that the dan- ported was, the giving the men an option of 
ger of invasion ha(Knot increased. With a similar nature. The noble lord alluded to 
these difficulties to encounter, ministers felt the measures of ministers respecting the 
it their duty to propose to parliament an volunteers, and contended that inspecting 
augmentation of the military force of the officers were absolutely requisite to take care 
country. It was evident that a sufficient <Lat the corps were maintained in* a proper 
augmentation could not be obtained by or- state of discipline, and to communicate with 
dinary recruiting, as that did little more than government upon tjie subject. The allow- 
repair the annual waste of men; neither ances had been also restored, the withholding 
could it be obtained by any additional stimu- of which, according to the plan of the late 
lus given by the new plan, as it appeared ministers, must have tended to the destruc- 
from the statfunent of the^ number of re- tion of the volunteer force. He concluded 
emits obtained, that that number had rather by moving tbe speond reading of the bill, 
diminished than increased, whilst the de- Lord Sifimouth said, that though he con- 
sertipns, which it was cpnfidentJy exacted curred in many of the sentiments expressed 
would be decreased, had on the contrary by the noble baton, (lord Hawkesbury) who 
increased, No one, indeed, who supported had just sat down, his mind had not been 
that plan, had ^considered it as capable of 1 brought to the same conclusion, with respect 
producing a large increase of men immeai- to the measures of defence fit to be adoptccl 
ately; but as calculated gradually to improve at the present .crisis ; find tips difference 
the Brmy. That it was necessary to increase arose, in a great degree, firoiji the different 
the regular force of the country there could view he had taken pf jhe crisis itself, it was 
. be no doubt, as that must prove the substrr.- indeed evident, independently of the avowal 
turn of the general force pf the country, of the noble baron, that notwithstanding thp 
Tbe militia and the yplqnteers were capable unfortunate and decisive circumstance which 
op f rendering services to the copntry of great attended the opening of the campaign\on the 
importance ; and he thought the letter forefe continent (he alluded particularly tolhgfall 
bad been most unwisely deprjed, as if it of l)antzic) ( there was no intention on the 
were said, that because such a force was not part of government, at the timex>f the meet- 
good for every thing c that, therefore, it was ing of parliament, to propose any measures 
g(X>d for nothing. They on the CQntrary, for t,he augmentation of our npilitary forep. 
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No communication to that effect was con- volunteers One of his majesty's principal 
tained in the speech from the thrtrife, nor Sectaries* of state (Mr. Yorke) had also 
had The subject been at ail adverted; to by brought forward meristtres, which were afr 
ministers at an early period of the sesdiori ; terwards interrupted by the change of gd* 
and even now, the plan, which was at length vernmfeflt, for adding 40,000 men to our" 
brought forward, appeared to him, he Was disposable force, and he also laid upon the 
sorry to declare, ill qpapted to our actual si- table of the house of commons, a classifica- 
tuation, % and inadequate to the natufe and tion arid enrolment of 1,800,000 men ; the 
magnitude of the ganger. It was chiefly wholl, or any part of which, were liable to 
founded upon the expediency of increasing be trained find disciplined, and, in the event 
our disposable force, and upon the stipposi- of invasion, to be required to supply vacan- 
tion, that, for a considerable time at least, cies in regiments of the line, or to be em- 
there was no reason to expect an attack on ployed for the defence of the country, in any 
the coasts of Great Britain or Ireland. Im- other manner that hi9 majesty should direct, 
perfectly informed, as he must necessarily be, This force, upon«which he should abstain 
he was nevertheless decidedly of opinion, from making any observation, was at that 
that we could not 6e justified in acting upon time called insufficient : but now, when the 
such a supposition ; and that, without losing danger was enormously increased, by the 
sight of the expediency of increasing our dW- increased dominion and*power of the enemy, 
posable force, our leading object should be we were told that no extraordinary efforts 
to provide effectually for our domestic secu- were necessary, and that a new systeiwof 
rity. For this purpose it was necessary, not recruitiTig, wise, asTie admitted, in princi- 
only to resort to such additional measures, as pie, bul confessedly slow in jjs operation, 
Were adapted to the immediate Agency, bur was the only resource, on yrhich we ought 
to carry into effect, without further loss of to rely for the augmentation of a force, 
time, the ’principle of the training «ct of the which, even previqps to the late embarka- 
year 1803, which had been altered, but not, tions, did not exceed 168,000 men, and of 
as he thought, improved, by an act of last which, 140,000, including 78,000 militia, 
year j and likewise to found upon the prin- would, he feared, at this time, be an exag- 
ciple of that act, a permanent system, with- gerated estimate. On the policy of sending 
out which, we could not reasonably h&pe to a large part of our army at this moment, on 
be rendered completely secure against what a foreign expedition* he would, whilst the 
ought now to be considered as a pesmanent object of it must be supposed to be generally 
danger. It* was evident, from what be had unknown, refrain from offering any other 
said, that whilst he could not agree with qji-, remark, Than that, though, offensive opera- 
nisters in their view of th£ species and degree tions were undoubtedly, .in some cases, the • 
of preparation v^tiich the crisis demanded, he best species of defensive warfare, yet, un- 
differed still more from those who were of der such circumstances as the preseht, it 
opinion, that, even at stich a moment as the was obviously desirable, that the distance 
present, we ought to rely entirely and exclu- and nature *of the service to which.the force 
sively on the effects of the new, and, as he was to be applied, should not be such,- as to 
readily admitted, improved conditions of mi- render its retarn, within »short period of 
litary service, which had bepn last year time, either hazardous or uncertain. Of 
adopted by parliament, but which it was thetinsufficieqpy of our domestic force at 
then distinctly acknowledged, were not likely this moment, and even previous to the era- 
to be attended with rapid success. This barkations alluded to, he trusted that amongst 
opinion surprisetkhim, as coming from their lordships there was^no difference of 
sons, not only of great talents and au th or ityv ^opinion $ and with a view to the safety of 
but from person who had themselves been the country, he should rejoice to Andy that 
forward, at ^n early period of the war, in they were equally convinced of the rinfit- 
feomplaining of the jnsufficiency of our mi- ness, as well as the inadequacy, of the means ■ 
litary force, for the purpose ot domestic se- upon which they were now to decide. The 
curity. At the time when this complaint necessity of extraordinary exertions being 
tva&jtoost vehemently urged, there were in however assum‘d., the remaining question* 
arm iti the United Kingdom, between 6 resecting the best ^roode of acting, under 
aiSc* 700,000 men ; * of which number? the pressures of such a necessity, could not 
182,000 were regulars and mjlitia ( 92,000 of but be attended with great and. peculiar <ttf- , 
the former description), 25*000 sea fenci- Acuities. It was an undoubted^ fact, thtft 
*Mes, and .considerably more than 400JXX) there was no nation in the world, in which 

4 B a 
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the disproportion between its population and 
the demands upon it for military service was 
*o considerable, as Great Britain ; ahd none, 
in which the obstacles to the supply of such 
« dema id were so numerous and powerful. 
The degree of compulsion resorted to for 
this purpose in most other parts of the world, 
Would be unwarrantable, under a frfe go- 
vernment, as long as the safety of the state 
could be otherwise provided tor ; and the 
ordinary inducements to enter into the arpiy, 
are here counteracted by the strong attrac- 
tions of the naval service, by the facility of 
procuring a comfortable f subsistence in the 
various occupations and pursuits of civil life, 
•and (in case of want of employment) by the 
certainty of provision, secured by the hu- 
mane policy of our«laws, and charged upon 
the landed property of the country. Under 
smh circumstances, it is not to be wondered 
at, lhat ordinary inducements lufte been 
found inadequate : even the effect of high 
bounties has been proved to be inconsider- 
able : local nncf personal influence has in- 
deed been more productive ; and the conse- 
quences of the measures adopted last year, 
for shortening the necessary duration of mi- 
litary service, and for improving the situa- 
tion and prospects of the soldier, had bjeen 
such as to justify sanguine hopes of com- 
plete, though graduaf success : but still he 
feared, that, to meet the pfesent emergen- 
cy, voluntary service ought not to be ex- 
clusively relied upon. He therefore con- 
curred with those who were of opinion, tliatf 
for till’s purpose, some species of compul- 
sion' must be resorted to, and that, upon 
the whole, ballot was the most equitable, 
and least severe : on this poiifi, therefore, 
his difference with ministers was not upon 
the principle ifc-elf, but upon the mode of 
applying it. The plan now before their 
lordships, was to encourage 28,000 njen to 
volunteer into the line froiA the militia of 
Great Britain and Ireland, at present con- 
sisting of 78,000, and to raise by ballot 
44,000, of wliidh, 28,000 would eventual If > 
be wanted to supply vacancies : of the, re- 
maining 16 , 000 , five were to provide against 
the loss of that number of baUottcd men, 
whose period, of service would expire in a 
'few months; three to obviate the waste of 
three or four years, d urin g which, ballot 
was to be suspended*; and 'the remaining 
£000 were to consist of an addition to ihe ( 
militia of Ireland : a measure which, when 
'brought forward early in 1804 (combined 
with the acceptance of offers from several 
Irish* militia regiments, to serve in Great 
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Britain), had been strenuously opposed by 
persons who had themselves recommended 
it to Parliament in the ensuing year, and 
some of whom concurred in urging the 
adoption of it at this time. To this plan he 
objected on various grounds : he objected to 
it, because the very &tempt to execute it, 
must necessarily be accompanied by cir- 
cumstances, which eydn its warmest advo- 
cates could not fail to lament. Persons, 
whether ballotted qien ° r substitutes, hav- 
ing entered into the militia, must suppose 
that they were not liable to be called upon 
to engage in any other military service : but 
being there, they are now to be tempted and 
importuned ; their good and bad qualities 
worked upon; their spirit and loyalty piqued 
and flattered ; their inclination to revelry 
and irregularity indulged and gratified ; their 
subordination to their officers vclaxed and 
suspended ; and all this, to induce them to 
forego, voluntarily, as it is termed, their 
original conditions of service, and to enter 
into the fine. Though this could not per- 
haps be justly deemed a breach of faith, it 
was not, he feared, strictly consistent with 
fair dealing ! upon that account he felt a 
strong repugnance to it. He also objected 
to the measure on account of its uncertain- 
ty ; for though it was probable that the men 
would be obtained, it was by no means clear 
that this would be the case ; aud nothing 
shoulcfbe left to chance at such. a time. But 
his objections to the plan were not so much 
founded upon the danger of its failure, as 
upon the consequences which were to be 
apprehended from its success. If effectual, 
it would deprive the militia, admitted to be 
now in the highest state of discipline, of 
28,000 of its best and most active men ; and 
with the residue, consisting of 50,000, were 
to be mixed and incorporated 44,000 re- 
cruits, whose ignorance and inexpertness 
would furnish constant employment, during 
a long interval, -to the non-commissioned 
^officers, and necessarily suspend the efficien- 
cy of the whole body of'militia, fora con- 
siderable period of time, and under circum- 
stances the most critical? But weighty as 
these considerations appeared'to him to be, 1 
there were others ncA less important ; lie 
adverted particularly to those arising out of 
the situation in which, this measure would 
place the officers of the militia ; a Ascrip- 
tion of persons who had strong claiiVj to 
the respect and gratitude of their collittVy. 
On two former occasions they had surren- 
dered their personal feelings to tfie exigency 
of the public service ; aud at those periods. 
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when our domestic Anger was far lessi and and success f and to which not only no such 
when a sufficient number of troops|:ould ibjections, but no objections of equal va- 
not otherwise be procured for foreign expe- hdity, cotild be justly stated to apply. Thai 
ditions, then in contemplation, the militia description of force to which he adverted, 
furnished the means of carrying into effect was that which had been called the Army of 
the wishes and plans of government j but Reserve ; though, if its services were con- 
the injury to the milkia service itself was fined, as he should recommend, to Great 
immediate and lasting. In 1805, the mea- Britain|and Ireland, it might properly be de- 
sure of recruiting fron* the militia arose from nominated the militia of the United King- 
other causes : in the preceding year it had dom. The success of such a measure might 
been provided by Mr. Pittjs Additional Force be deemed certain, as in the year 1803, 
bill, that the militia should not receive any immediately subsequent to a ballot for 90,000 
further supply of men, till casualties had men for the militia* it produced, within a 
taken from it a number equal to that of the month after the pacing of the bill, 15,000 
Supplementary .militia ; and accordingly, in men 3 25,000 in two months; and in four 
the spring of 1805, •when the hopes which months, 37,000. It would be executed in 
had been entertained of a large increase of the same mode, by the same lists, and by 
the army from the Additional Force bill^ the same agency, as the tneasure of consti- 
were disappointed ; when 500 officers hail tuting the militia : the appointment of*new 
quitted the militia service ; and when the officers was unnecessary, as the second bcV 
number of privates was wasting unprofit- taliotis \weie now r , orlnigbt sdbn be, ih a 
ably, the measure of permitting a proportion state to receive the men as they yrere raised, 
of the militia, equal to the supplementary, It was marked by fair dealing, as it would 
part of it, to enter into the line, whs resort- be known beforehand that aft persons serv- 
ed to, but,, as it appeared from documents ing in such corps would be encouraged to 
upon the table, with incomplete Success, enter into the army for general service, and 
What, however, mqst be the feelings of that, if they thought proper to do so, they 
officers on seeing a renewal of this measure, would receive a bounty for that purpose, 
not under such circumstances as those which But.it had been stated by the noble baron 
he had just described ; not with a view to (lurd Hawkesbury), that the process of 
foreign expeditions, on which militia re- training such a force W^uld be slow, where- 
giments could not be employed, but when as the men volunteering from the militia 
that species of seivice was likely to "arise, would be already in a high state of discipline; 
for whiclj they w’ere peculiarly and exclu- the latter «part of this proposition was an 
sively calculated,- and with a view to whiclT Asumption without proof, and without the 
alone the militia was instituted, and could possibility of it : for it was’ not certain that 
be said to exist ; and whfcn a hope might be the expected number would be procured at 
indulged by the honourable and high-spirited all ; and it was evident that government did 
individual’s to whom he had adverted, that not rely upitn procuring the full number 
they should reap the noblest reward of their from those now serving in the militia, as 
exertions and sacrifices in the peril and the there was a clause in the tfcll, authorizing 
glory of defending at the head of those newly b allotted men and substitutes to enter 
whom they had trained and disciplined, the into tjje line. But admitting that the wholo 
laws, liberties, and" independence of their number should Volunteer, and that it should 
country? Under such circumstances, though consist entirely of disciplined soldiers, the 
their loyalty and patriotism would remasn^ question was (and upon this issue he rested 
unshaken and unifbated, their zeal, their , <its view of the subject), Vhether the su- 
ardour, their becoming pride as militia of- peripr quality of men entering from the mi-, 
ficcrs, must* be cHfccked add subdued; and litia over an equal number in the Army of 
• if these bills •should pass, the life and soul Reserve, was such as, on that account, to 
of* that valuable and distinguished branch of render it expedient to suspend during a con* 
our military system would, he fearefl, be siderable and most critical period, the ef-% 
extinguished for evqr. These reflections ficiency of the wfiple body of militia, con* 
were jfhe more painful -to him, as he was sisting of more than fealf of our domestic 
con^i/ced that the consequences he had de- Jor$e, and to incur the risk of so wounding 
sertbefl would be# unnecessarily produced ; thtf feelings oT honourable and high spirited 
inasmuch as th$ object ini media tejy in view' men holding commissions in tha( service,* 
might be accomplished by another measure, and of creating such a distaste for it, as to 
winch had been sanctioned fcy experience shake and endanger the militia establishment 
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.itself. On this point be entertained no 
doubt whatever. He thought it obviously 
preferable to leave the militia entire and 
undisturbed, in its present higlustate of did 
tipline, and instead of raising the men want- 
ed at this time, by a circuitous, and, as it 
appeared to him, most objectionable process, 
to resort to a mode direct and ceriai^, which 
had been successfully tried under circum- 
stances from which the present only differed 
If this respect, that the difficulty of carrying 
it into effect was then much greater, and 
the necessity of it considerably less. His 
lordship further stated it to be his opinion, 
that it would be desirable at this time to 
raise ten or twelve battalions upon a plan 
which had been successfully resorted to, 
upon a limited scale, in the year 1804, and 
wtecb, but for the change of government,* 1 
«avould have been carried to a greater extent. 
The plan to which he alluded, was that of 
trying the effect of personal and local in- 
fluence, for the purpose of raising men for 
one step of rink : it differed materially from 
* measure adopted at an early period of the 
last war, as at that time almost any person 
might have acquired for the stipulated num- 
ber of men, any military rank below that 
of colonel. By the measure he was now 
recommending, no individual would gain a 
step in the army, whose character was not 
ftee from imputation, anvl who was not of 
standing sufficient to allow him to obtain 
motion by purchase. To thjp proposition 
knew there were objections, but he Ifad* 
heard of none that appeared to him to be of 
sufficient weight to justify the rejection of 
it, under such circumstances as the present : 
as far as it went, it would lessen the num- 
ber tp be raised by ballot, which, he ad- 
mitted,. wasp process not {o be resorted to, 
except under the pressure of an urgent and 
overruling necessity.— The noble viscount 
then proceeded to take & detailed view of 
the military establishment of the country, 
and expressed his decided opinion, that, as, 
lord Hawkesbury had also observed, it mr.jt 
unavoidably consist of diversified materials, 
and of different descriptions of force ; add 
that the necessity of compulsion could only 
- be diminished by resorting 'to various me- 
*1 thods, for the purpose of drawing from a 
disproportionate* population as much mili- 
tary efficiency as could be obtained, con- 
# sistently with the inclinations, the tyabifs, 

, and occupations of the peoplfe. The regular 
army must unquestionably be considered as 
the foundation, and, as it had been called 
by the nobje baron, the substratum of the 


whole : for the supply of it, great coriS - 
dencp might, be thought , be justly placed 
in the measure adopted last year, for altering 
the conditions of military service : the be- 
nefits oi this system could only be progres- 
sive; but they were already sufficient to 
warrant sanguine expectations of complete 
success. With ibis .opinion, he# greatly la- 
mented the introduction of a clausejin the 
present bill, affording to the militia soldier, 
on entering into the regular- at my, the op- 
tion of serving either for seven years, or for 
life. A small increase of bounty would 
probably operate irresistibly at the moment 
of enlistment, and induce a large proportion 
to accept the latter alternative : repentance 
would speedily follow ; all the uneasiness 
arising from contrast would be soon, and 
continually, felt : discontent and desertion, 
he feared, would ensue, and the advantages 
of the system would, in other respects, be 
circumscribed, and materially impaired. He 
was apprehensive too, that this clause might 
be the forerunner of a similar provision in 
the mutiny bill of the ensuingjear ; and if 
so, a System founded on the soundest prin- 
ciples and the most enlarged views, must be 
considered as abandoned and destroyed. 
This would extinguish the hope, now reason- 
ably entertained, of our being enabled, at k 
future period, to supply and keep up a large 
regular army, by no other means than those 
of Voluntary service. But, under the most 
favourable circumstances, a regular army, 
sufficient of itself to provide for our domes- 
tic defence, as well as for the security of 
our foreign possessions,* could not possibly 
be raised and maintained ; and, for reasons 
unnecessary now to be stated, ought not, as 
he thought, to be desired : auxiliary means 
must be resorted to, .without which, in the 
event of a landing of the enemy in considera- 
ble force, effectual resistance would be 
hopeless. These means were partly to be 
derived from the -zeal and spontaneous exer- 
tions of a large proportion of the communi- 
ty, and from the application of a principle 
solemnly established by the act of 1803, of 
the right of the state to* demand the military 
services of all or any members of the com* 
munity, for the purposes of domestic* de- 
fence. Of the first description? weri^ the 
Volunteers, a force which, considering it? 
amount and the spirit which produVed it, is 
without a parallel in the history of th^ world# 
Of the disposition of government to cherish 
and enepurage that spirit, he had the satis- 
faction of being perfectly ctyivihced ; and in 
general he Approved of the measure* which 
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ha<J been adopted for that purpose. la the parations to bfe in an/ degree diminished bjt « 
management of the volunteers, it wal. es- our confidence in our insular situation, es- 
sential to manifest a strong and liberal sense even in the undisputed superiority of oiyr 
of their value 5 to avoid, and to discourap, navy. Let our force at sea be what it may, 
unnecessary expense ; and to aim at suen a whatever may be its distribution, it id wdOl 
degree of military discipline and proficiency known, that no degree of skill, vig»lafis& 
as may be consistent with a due attention to or exertion, can ensure the confinement of 
their ortiiriSry civil occupations. Of the mi- the eoegiy in their 6 wn ports, and tnat it is 
litia {a description of .force raised under also impossible to prevent their disembarks* 
compulsory authority), he would add no- tiun in considerable numbers, on various 
thing to what lie had already said, than that parts.of the coast of the United Kingdom 
he believed it to be impossible that they It is therefore necessary, for the purpose 6 f 
should long continue to exist upon their being perfectly secure 5 of being, as far as 
present footing, but that they ought to know human means can render us so, invulnera- 
distinctly what they were to expect in future, ble, or at least invincible, that we should 
The extension of their service! to the whole meet the enemy With what he cannot bring, 
of the United Kingdom could not, as the He must find us an armed nation. With 
establishment was now constituted, be rea- ,, these impressions, it was* to him a matter 
sonably expected ; and, indeed, without far of astonishment and deep regret, to heaf 
more consideration and indulgence than for that the parliamentary^measures, which^ it* 
several years past it had been -judged proper, appeared,* were still necessary Tor carrying 
or perhaps been found practicable to show, the plan for a general training into effect, 
for the personal convenience and comfort of were not to be proposed till the ensuing 
individuals belonging to the militia, it would session ; and it had been said, from official 
be fruitless* to hope that a large nupiber of authority, in anotherjriace, that no danger 
ballotted men would serve, or that the re- was to be apprehended till the spring, ft 
giments would be officered by a considerable was indeed evident, from the conduct, the 
proportion of noblemen and gentlemen from language, and measures of ministers, that 
the counties in which they were respectively they considered and treated the danger at 
raised. He was strongly inclined to think remote : it might be so ; but to delay, upon 
that the connexion of the militia with the such a supposition, theTidoption of measures 
volunteers, for the purpose of forming local confessedly essential to our security, was a 
and provincial corps, which should remain species of confidence, to say the, least, for 
in their different counties, except in case of which he was unable to conceive any ra-* 
actual invasion, hr immediate danger of it? tional pretence, or suggest, any possible ex- 
would, upon the whole, fie the most useful cuse. Was it founded upon the fact', that 
purpose to whichYhose branches of our mi- the great body of the French army wa 3 still 
litary system could now be applied. But all in Poland ? Let their lordships recollect the 
the means of defence and exertion, to marches of *the armies of France,, in the 
which he had adverted, ought to be consi- autumn of 1805 and 1806 . In 1805, they 
sidered as far from commensurate with the reached Ulm within a montfe from the time 
exigency of the present crisis, and with the of their departure from Boulogne ; and 
permanent danger, for such we bught now shortly after, 80^000 Austrians were prison- 
to deem it, against which it was our urgent ers of war. In H306, they not only tra- 
duty to provide. For thtese purposes, it was versed in eight weeks, the vast tract of coun- 
indispensably necessary to exercise the ati-^ try between the banks of the Rhine and the 
thority solemnly confirmed to his majesty l^Maine, and those of the Vistula, but crushed 
by the legislature in 1803, of calling upon in their way, one of the greatest military 
all or any of his liege subjects, not only to powers in the world. The approach of au- 
asfcist in repelling an invading enemy, but tumn, or evgn of winter, would afford no 
previously to submif to such a course of security : on the contrary, long nights were 
training and discipline as would qualify) them favourable, when the object was to elude* 
for active service in the field. Under such the vigilance or pursuit df a superior fleet 5 
circumstances as the present, our actual and and iPmust be recollected, that it was the 

J trepired means of defence should know no «dep*h of winter, when General Hoche an* 
imits? bu: tnose*of our population: and chorcd in Bantry Bay Let it n«t however ^ 
considering theAiestimable Value of the JR! supposed, that France is at this. moment* 
stake for whienwe are contending, we can- destitute of means of making a formidable 
pot be justified,, in suffering our internal pre- attack. Independently of her native ^coops # 
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of which, the march of 60,000 had, been • from a, firm and conscientious conviction, 
stopped, 40,000 Dutch troops are returned that if was highly objectionable in itself, ahc f 
to the frontiers of Holland, and a* Spanish that it impeded the adoption of othe/mea- 
arroy, of 25,000 men, on their route to- 1 sines, far better adapted, in all respects, to 
wards Poland, had halted! on the borders of our present situation, and to the permanent 
France. These were circumstances, which security of the empire, 
surely called for the serious and immediate Lord B&ringdon contended, that there was 
attention of ministers, and imposetj upon every probability of the measure being effec- 
them the urgent and imperious duty of tual to the extent' of <he whole number of 
leaking the most of the time yet allowed , men sought to be raised. That these men, 
fqigpreparation. This view of our situation j when transferred from the militia into the 
might perhaps be considered as too gloomy ; | regulars, would b*e at least equal to what 
but he assured their lohlships, that he had ! they were in the. militia, that they would 
never yet been guilty of the crime of des- j even be equal to most regular troops, he 
pairing of his country : and even under the I thought could hardly be denied. The noble 
present circumstances, his anxiety chiefly discount had s&id, that along time must in- 
arose from the sentiments which govern- tervene before the deficiency produced by 
ment appeared to entertain of this momen- the dtaugluing of them from the militia 
tons' and unexampled crisis 5 and partial- Vould he supplied. r lhn» was, afhis opinion, 
fcrly from his conviction of the unfitness and the very point in which the present system 
inadequacy bf the riteasures now* brought was most efficient, and that in which it had 
forward ; jyid not from any distrust of the the most decided advantage over the mea- 
actual sufficiency of our means to provide ,sure of t^e noble viscount. By the noble 
effectually for our security. We must how- viscounts plan, the new levies would be 
ever, by foresight, by t vigour, by exertion, formed into separate corps, consisting en- 
by perseverance, maintain ourselves on the tirely of untrained men. By that now pro- 
eminence upon which we are now placed, posed, the 23,000 newly raised recruits were 
or we should soon descend to the foot of the to be engrafted into 100 different battalions, 
declivity, and in that state of humiliation, into which they themselves would infuse ad- 
greater privations and sacrifices would be dilimul vigour, and from \\ hose almost coin- 
necessary, to enable*Us to make a com para- plcle state of training, on the other hand, 
tively feeble, and probabl/ an ineffectual they must be brought in a comparatively 
struggle, (or onr insular independence, than short period to the use of arnjs. He con- 
are now requisite, for the protec/ ion of our tossed there was one part of the bill he did 
wide-spread dominion, and for the support f»ot like, and that was the clause by which 
of our formidable power. No plea, no pre- any infringement was made on the improved 
tence, for imperfect and incompetent mea- mode of recruit ingi he regular army, intro- 
sures, was to be found in the disposition of duced during the last year. He should have 
the people. They had not embarrassed the preferred it had the period of limited service 
plans and operations of government, nor the been still adopted, raising the bounty pro- 
deliberations ofrparliament, by complaints of gressively, as 7 guineas for seven years, 8 
the continuance of the war, and of the bur- guineas for eight years, 9 guineas for nine 
ffens which it had occasioned. On ill j con- years, &c. , 

frary, their conduct had been highly honour- Lord I)e D u n f / anvil h, though he seldom 
able to the sound sense, the manly h rtitude, found himself disposed to compliment the 
and ardent loyalty of the country ; and he , present ministers, could not refrain from giv- 
was convinced, lhat, at the present moment^’ ing them his thanks for ^ny measure which 
pleasures of efficiency and vigour, with a went to add to the force of the country at 
yiew to our domestic defence, would’ be this important efisis. IV the mode, liow- 
hailed with approbation and joy by the uni- ever, in which this additional force was 
ted voice of the whole nation. — On the pre- sought to be raised, he*»felt liirrtself called on 
sent occasion, he had discharged what lie to object. He would greatly prefer the 
considered as an ' indispensable duty. He measure recommended by the noble vis- 
bad expressed sentim^hts, which he had long count j namely, the Army of Reser^. It 
fentertained, and upon which lie had former-, had been tried, and found effectual} If, 

Iy acted. - A slight difference of opinion however, the present measure passed ''info a 
would not induce him, upon such an ocoj, * law, it should have his utmost assistance to 
*ion, and at such a period, to oppose a mev- I give it effect ; but at the saftie time it had 
sure of the government : but he now did so, J n 6 t his approbation. 
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' The Earl o (Selkirk rose arid spoke ItearJy against the power of France alone, but, ; f 
to follows:*— My lords; 7’hcmgh l concur may almost say, against that of all Europe; 
in many of the objections which have been Every resource, which the continent can af*» 
stated to the particular provisions of the bill ford, we may soon expect to s* c arrayed for 
before us, yet I cannot consider these details the subjugation of this country f and aii this 
as an interesting subject of discussion, when immense power is in the hands of one, who 
the measure is liable, -in its very principles, is not apt to neglect his advantages. Ttote 
to an objection of paramount importance — conqueror Who with such unexampled fapi- 
I mean, that it is totally inadequate to the dity has crushed the most formidable power* 
exigencies of* the crisis .in which we are on the continent— he who has humblM 
placed. The noble secretary of state who Russia, whu has laid^ Austria prostrate, and 
moved the bill, has opened the subject with has scattered the legions of th*' great Fret 
many forcible observations on the dan- derick like dust before the wind, is prepa- 
gers w.th whi.ch we are surrounded, and ring, with still increased resources, to carry 
on the necessity which wh ate' under, his victorious arms into England, urged &h 
of making extraordinary exertions, in conse- by every motive that ambition and revenge 
quence of the recent grc.it successes of the ^ari dictate. This island is now the only bar 
enemy. Btf^dien the noble lord proceeded that stands between Napoleon and the era- 
to specify the exemions, which he wishes the pire of the world. knows. that wlym 

country to make, I could not help thinking England ft crushed, no other power on earth 
the measures which he^ffroposed, a strange will dare to give him any turthcr molestation jp 
contrast to the exmdium of msspee^i. When » — but that while En-Jand cxistj , he will ever 
the noble lord, after taking such ample time ha\e a jealous rival, a watchful and a formi- 
to consider the subject, brings forward a pro- dable antagonist. Can*we doubt, that every 
posal prefaced with such observations, we sinew will be stretched to accomplish the 
are surely led to expect, that the preparations annihilation of a power, whirh has so re- 
to be made, should be in some degree corn- peatedly obstructed his view* ? — Nor is it 
mensurate with the exigency, and with the by ambition alone that he rs animated., He 
amount of the force, which we may expect makes no secret of the implacable hat; ed he 
to be brought against us. But, supposing bears to this country, and the vengeance 
that the measure now proposed werg free which he meditates for the repeated mo rfi- 
from all the psitirul.ir objections which have fications, which he traces to the e«m ty of 
been ur^e^ agninstit— to what does it amount ? E^land . ssuredly, it is now no ordinary 
Allthatis even proposed is, to raise 4 1, 000 men war that we have to wa«?e — ho war of qolo^ 
in the course of twelve months; and that nial contests or distant ramp .igns the blow 
by a ballot, of wRich th£ acknowledged er- is now aimed at our heart — oi.r ‘•t- uggle is 
feet will be to impede /md. nearly to suspend to be for the existence of Britain, ft is not 
the ordinary recruiting, by which in the the humiliation of a rival t., at France* now 
same space of tirne/at least one half of that aims at, — it is the annihilation of a foe* that 
number would be raised. r 14ie noble lord has for ages beeft the rally inp^poiqf of her 
then considers an addition of 20 or 24,000 enemies. Nothing short; of total and abso- 
men to our regular and militia force, as a lute conquest canjiow be expected to satisfy 
counterpoise to the increase *f power, which her ambition. To others the conqueror has 
France has obtained during the last three shown moderation, only that he * might 
campaigns. With this additional number <ff ttfcrect • his efforts with mor^ security and 
men we arc to be enabled to resist the gigan- meet against his main enemv. Toothers, he 
tic power, which is now preparing to over- has shr>wu moderation, only that he miiriit the 
whelm us. — Good heavens ? my lords, is it better accomplish our destruction. But if 
‘po^ible that the noble secretary can be se- England be once * t his feet, as Austria and ' 
rkras in njaking such & proposal? or are we Prussia have been — never — ise* er’wil! sh« be 
to believe that his majesty’s ministers pave allowed to raise her h<-ad again. Calamities 
>aever yf all reflected’ on the natine and severe enough have feWVed the conquests 
amount of the danger With which we are of France in Italy, in awisserland, in Uol- 
? Have ‘they forgot that we have to lend ? but the ikte of these countries has b *ea < 
contend with the Jnost formidable ‘military mildness itself, when compared With that 
power, which drc world has dvet* seen ? — v^fch is now pre paring for En dumb in 
*hfrt we havetcr contend single-h an ded, no ; tht\$ countries, ambition and avo ;cr wete 
" * From the original edition printed for .John on ^7 m htive* to exce s be’e they will / 
Hatchard, Bookseller to Her Majesty, Picca- aggravated by rancorous vengeanc , # andj*aJ 
dilly ; 1807. , tional hatred, not confined to the com** 

Vol. IX. # 4 C. •' 
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TOndcre ijone. bpt extending to {he lowest 


fii^d 


Wt&tiim. Hitherto the French have been 
'fetore or less restrained by motives of policy 
—.but if they conquer England, they may 
safely give a loose io every brutal passion \ 

C d the Englishman that survives the luin of 
> country, must expect to see ever^ honor, 
to which rapacity and insolence can prompt 
ft licentious soldiery, and a jealous usurper. 
yyWith such a prospect before us, from the 
gigantic power of the French empire,— with 
Sbe task of guarding dgainst the destruction 
of every thing (hat u <dear to us, his majes- 
ty's ministers are satisfied with an increase of 
|S§ or 30,000 men to the army. Surely, 
jnv lords, when we consider the horrors to 
which any deficiency in our preparations 
tnty lead, it is the duty of those who con- 
*"^UCt the affairs of the nation, to see that at 
*Ii events 'our meafts of defence 9 should be 
hmply sufficient. Were the chance of suc- 
cessful invasion but as one to a hundred, it, 
ought not to’be neglected. Wbeie we risk 
every thing, we shou)d guard against the pos- 
sibility of defeat, with as much solicitude as, 
in cases oi ordinary concern, against the 
strongest probability. The noble secretaiy of 
Mate seems to < ntertain doubts as to the pro* 
liability of an invasion being attempted : e\ en 
if these doubts Wfcre well founded, to act 
upon any such presumption would be an 
tmpardpnable breach of duty. '1 hough it 
jvere ever to improbable, yet if there is the 
slightest possibility, that by any concurrence 
p£ chances the enemy can make good their 
lending, we ought to be ready to meet them, 
to act-otherwise lyould be to trust our ex- 
istence to chtnce, and to throw away the 
security that is in our power.— But, my 
lords, is the chance of invasion a mere possi- 
bility ?£-Wbcn we look at the vast extension 
pf the resources of France, at the ljneans of | 
fecruitipg her navy, which she has acquired 
Fy her pontwent 1 conquests, it would be 
^mndness not to perceive, that her naval 
power must soon become far more formsffSL 
pie than if has ever yet been. France is 
sow in possession of the finest forests in 
jj^irqpe, and of countries capable of avoiding 
^fnple supplies qf every naval store : she 
Doxy command the services of all the seamen 
which the contifte*4-pan afifbrd, from Memel 
^adiz, and ftonfpqtfz to Constantinople, 
tnay lopk too to fhe qertjun prospect, 

; the ‘whole energy pf the French govern*. 
Kht .will pow be directed to this objefV : 
j jenow m feet thaf during a# the prewire 
|Jt their qentinenta^ wars, fba most active 
in ship-buil&ug W v e never been 
V^butiqued ip their hayal p^nA*' they 
pve. now no other fbjeef to &ride tJieiraN 


tentiop ; -and we may be well assured tbat 
all the ability of the ruler of b ranee will 
now be turned to naval affairs. The same 
genius, whiqh bas created* such an a«»to- 
nhhing change in the discipline and tactics of 
the French army, will now be unremittingly 
employed in the improvement of their navy ; 
and if we recollect tfhat the disorganized 
bands, which a tew years ago were flying 
before Suwarrow out of Italy,* are now the 
victorious legions of Austeihtz, of Jena, and 
of briedlana, we shpU not le disposed to 
underrate the change, whic h the same genius 
may effect in the navy of France. — e have 
therefore every reason rto believe, that the 
naval superiority of England must ere long 
be exposed to a more seveie contest, than 
any which it hus recently h *K> ma ntun. 
W hatever confidence we ipay eutert un in toe 
valour and skill of our seume 1 , it is not the 
pai t of a prudent «polit cum, und» r su< h cir- 
cumstances, to oveilook ^lie ptssiuJify of 
our navy being worsted, This, nn loms is 
an event for which we ought to be prepaid 1 , 
and fortunately there is 100 m to hope that ue 
shall have sufficient qme to prej aie against 
it. Rut any opt* who considers well udiat 
the state of this count ly would be, if the 
Frencli had obtained a superior i ) at sea, will 
cerLunly not be disposed to think, rluit we 
can begin too soon to prowde agau st buch 
an emergency, — But, my loud**, this is not 
all — we have dangers more closely pressing 
upon us, dangers which if we are to meet, 
we have not a ihopient to lo*e. — An inva- 
sion is certainly 'pp jrrtprac ticable under* 
taking for the French, even at this moment, 
notwithstanding all our actual superiority at 
sea. The ablest and m<0St experienced naval 
officers have given their opinion of the prao 
ticabihty of the enemy landing in force on 
our shore*. Repeated experience has proved 
the impossibility of effectually blockading 
the ports of the enemy, notwithstanding the 
greatest naval superiority ; and when we 
consider the vast range of coast that is now 
tinder their influence — a range which ere 
long may have no othef limits'than those of 
Europe itself, it is evident that we may b t 
threatened at the stfmt moment from so 
maqy different points, that it will be more 
difficult than ever to watch thenftall, aq£ 
that thus the cha&£e* are greatly inereaagfl, 
of the enemy being able to convey ani pair 
mint to the most vulnerable points of* our 
empire. * , Otfr ablest admire 1 * have repeatedly 
pee n the French fleets esc Spe from thqnj* 
even when their wbole vigilance was di* 
rqcted to the single port of Brest * But what 
wopld be the case. If aimaknents were r^ady 
ft the same time in Cadifr in JTertol* in 
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the undertaking was tpo'gmtt'tp be de&» 
gated. An unfortunate result; thoughithad 
not been fatal to his personf, wouldhaVe oc** 
casioned a counter-revolution iii jtance ; apd 
even a doubtful contest would have drawn 
upon him a dangerous attack from the con* 
tinental* powers. In the preserit circum* 
stances, all these obstacles are removed. Nfc- t 
poleon has reaped an ample harvest of gh>rj£ 
and ftiay- now afford to delegate the conquest 
of England to some of his generals. He may 
take that course, without appearing to imply 
any doubt of its success, or any wish to avoid 
personal danger. The continental powers 
are so completely crushed, that there' is, no 
reason to apprehend any obstruction on theif 
h>art ; and the. power of Bonaparte in^ Franck - 
is set confirmed, that even the failure oft he ^ 
expedition to England* would not shakelti 
When lie has so little, to apprehend from ml 
unfortunate result, and when th¥ efftet cf 
success will be to confirm Napoleon as the 
master of the world, have we not every rear* ‘ 
sou to supjKise that tfic greatest hazard wifl • 
be run for such a prize? — In those who shut 
their eyes against the danger of immediafcb 
invasion, there i 9 something like absolute it*** 
fat nation. Because oar enemy is atadis* 
tance, and has' for a while had his bade 
turned to us, seem to idtKgine, that he 
can never again threaten our shores. His 
army indeed is nowon the banks of*the Vis- 
tv?W:— But have we forgot the rapidity with 
whicli he moved from Boulogne to Vienna, 
and from the Rhine to Berlitf? Nor ant 
Km nee and the adjacent provinces left so en- 
tirely destitute* of troops, but that a week or 
two, perhaps, would be sufficient to cpllert 
again at Boulogne, such a jjprcc as might 
be sufficient for the invasion. Even betotii 
the next winter sets in, it is not impossible 
that a* French afrmy may be on English 
ground; and it the blow is delayed, it will 


Rochefort, in BteSf, in Cherbourg, in ^lush* 
ing, iii the Text!, in the Elbe, and perhaps 
even in Nprway ? What rational hope 
could be cnfcrt lined that some one or other 
of them would not escape, and l'and either 
in Engl^ul or in* Ireland a force suffi- 
cient to put the existence of our empire 
on ttie liazirJ of the die ?— But why, my 
lords should 1 speak of armaments that are 
yet to be prepared ? Haifc wre forgotten that 
the enemv have already a most formidable 
one in full readiness, that they have only 
a^aiii to till the camp of Boulogne to give 
us the most serious, ground of alarm*? It 
may be admitted that the embarkation of an 
army to pass tire channel, while our navy 
contmucs aa^perior as it now is, must be a 
hazardous unde^^ing ; but we have every rea- 
son to believe that rhe attempt will be made in 
spite of every hazard. Wemow that our ene- 
mies are not verytendcr afflie lives of their men; 
and though they were certain of the loss of one 
half of their army, they would not scruple 
on that acc&mnt, if with the other Ifctlf they 
can hope to accomplish their object. With 
such determination oh their side, and taking 
into account the number of accidental cir- 
cumstances which may favour their attempt 
what are we to ihink of the blindness of 
those, who affect to treat this as a danger 
against which there is no need of guarding ? 
—Three years ago, when the French armies 
occupied the camp of Boulogne, our wisest^ 
statesmen were sensible that invasion was no 


empty threat, and England was all alive to 
the danger. Yet in comparison with the 
present time the danjjfr was inconsiderable 
The ruler of France^ if he had then made the 
attempt, would have staked the existence of 
his power on the success of the enteiprise. 
His authority in France was ill secured his 
enemhs without were formidable. He had 
unequivocally pledged hiuisgTf to lead the ex- 
pedition in person ; and even if he had noj, 


* It has bet*n the fashion to treat the prepara- 

tions of the enemy in that quarter as a subject of 
derision; buf some of the ablest of our naval 
• officers have considered them in a very different 

ligTjb Sonic; details as the nature and powers 
of the fifttdla might here be stated, upon 
.^authoritwof the first eminence, and thev arc 
^rtthheUf only from prudential considerations, 
apprehension that infonrfetion 
fit jgtpPJhereby be conveyd to the enemy. Were 1 
it not for -this rested nt, these particulars might 
be. sufficient, to jpWqce the £K&t sceptical of 
thp danger of- immediate invasion, perhaps in 
the very face of oujr fleet, but at; least under 
ctrcuipstanceS, , tSe-occurrence of v^hich could 
not.be prevented by the utmdsivigttanct on the 
pit* Of our w>mnnmderv • 


I only tye that it may be struck with greater 
l^ *rtainty. Under these dretf instances, not 
ly is the nation sunk in apathy but hfc 
majesty's ministers, setting the example of 
blind insensibility, are not ashamed of bring* 
ing forward sofch a proposition asjthe bill bet* 
fore us, telling the nation that ’20 or 30,00# . 
more troops are to ensugp/heir security.— 

If eve% my lord#, thCra was an example of 
that infatuation which seems to be thena* # . 
Ard forerunndlrof the foil of efnpitps, is not 
one? In what are we more wise than tte* v 
salads, "who, a year ago, rushed headlong 
destruction, and would opt believe in tbiepds* 
stbilify of defeat ? They thought that the*- 9 
gibns of the great Frederick wtTe inviftqifia,«l 
|we seem ^o^jto think that the ebanfed 
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impassable harrier,. Will no experience teach 
nS wisdom ? and is England destined to af- 
ford another terrible example that “ quos 
Deus vult perdere, prills dementat Let 
u$ rouse, my lords, from this fatal security : 
let us trust no longer to a barrier that may 
be Overcome. It iff not to the cbarfnel that 
we must look for security, but to the hands 
of Englishmen fighting for their liberties 
fbr the glory and the independence of thcii 
country. To put our trust in the sea, if it 
•were not the extreme of folly, would be the 
extreme of cowardice. r Shall the descendants 
of the mrn, who conquered at Agincourt 
and at C’ressy? acknowledge that they cannot 


form (he semblance bf an army fit to oppose 
him*— Lapt year, we saw Prussia over- 
whelmed after a short and feeble resistance : 
Heaven grant that England may not shortly 
exhibit a parallel, or a still more disgraceful 
spectacle ! Prussia at least fought a. battle 
before she submitted tcjthe conqueror — Eng- 
land may probably be overrun, beforrf* her 
army is even in readiness tq t* kc the field 
and to face the invader ; and this far-famed 
empire may be crushed, without our having 
the glory of making one stand for the liber- 
ties we value so highly I — (ireat, my lords, 
as the dangrrs^ arc, with which this country 
is now surrounded, nothing is farther from 
my mind than to say, tha r the contest is be- 


meetthe arrives o£ France hand to hand, and 
tb^jt it is only tit sc a that wc can cope witfcpjyoml our strength, or that tj-^csources of 
our enemies ? Away with the base idea, (this country, if well direct, are not ade- 

’"that Epglaed must entrench herf^f behind a * * “ M 1 *‘’* l '“* 

jtoiserable ditch, instead of coming out into 
^he F l et us look the danger in the 


face, and pTspnre for our defence, us if the 1 
cliffs of 1 >ovei touched those of Calais, or as 
if the fleets of France had been as victorious 
as her armies. Till we can hear without 
dismay that the flotilla of Boulogne ha: 
effected a landing on the coast of Kent ; that 
a French army of 120,000 men are in posses- 
sion of Dover, ar*J that 20 or 30,000 more 
have made tKIr way to Ireland — till we can 
liear all this without a well-grounded appre- 
hension*, I shall not consider the state of our 
defence as worthy of the namc'of Engl^pd. 
The probability is, that a year may not elapse 
before such news will reach our ears : and 
when it does come upon us, what conse- 
quence*' can any reasonable man anticipate, 
if oifr state of defence remain such as it now 
is, or such as it will be, with all the addition 
which his majesty’s minisfers now call for? 
Let any man of military knowledge, who is 
acquainted with the present situation ^tnd dis- 
position of our regular and militia force, 
calculate the time that would be necessary, 


quate to meet all its dangers. But if that is 
to be done, it nftS.-* 1 be by very different mea- 
sures from this lln/ps now before us, and 
by exertions of which V.ntrYishmen have as 
yet been htt\e accustomed to think. — \n con- 
sidering the means of resisting the now gi- 
gantic extent of the power of France, there 
is one point abundantly evident, that some- 
thing more than a standing army, or any 
description of regular force, is absolutely ne- 
cessary. 1 am perfctly sensible, that a 
strong regular army must be the basis of our 
defence ; that every other description of force 
can only serve as accessories ; H that, without 
J,a large army, nothing can be done4>y volun- 
teers, or any sirpilar local force, or by any 
exertion of the and courage of the civil 
population of the Kingdom. On the other 
hand, my lords, if is equally clear, that if we 
trust to our regular arAy alone, if we cannot 
find means of giving effectual support to our 
army by som^ species of accessory force, we 
must be overwhelmed : it is physically im- 
possible fhr us to r.«ise.*i regular army strqng 
enough, to inert that which may be brought 
against us.— It has been justly observed, that 


lot bringing together an army capable ofOj^l <fur army is already so numerous, as to form 


posing 10li,000, or even half that number, 
of tlfe troops of Bonaparte, flushed With all 
their fate astonishing successes. Let him 
look back to the rapid marches of these troops 
in the campaigns of 1805 and 1806, and let 
Jhim figure to himself what their movements 
^vould probablyljq^were they at this hour 
l&ded on the shores of England. Let him 


sa^, whether the enemy mijrht not be if! j 
session of London, and of all our milf 
depOtf, before our army could even be < 
Mfed f whether, advancing with his yfual 
jjtpidity into the centre of the country, he 
Ihjglit aot intercept our v scattered battalions, 
* ArSre they could reach a rendezvous, or 

• o )* 


a greater drain on the population of this king- 
dom, than thak of any,, other, country in 
Europe has to supply. There is no other 
country, in which so great a number of riven, 
in proportion to the total population, arc em- 
plojted in the militaiy service *>f**be state. f 
In /his calculation, ‘the militia, and t bA 
seamen in his majesty's navy, must be takers 
into the account, "as much aa the trefe^ of 
the line : for they are equity withdrawn tom 
the puretiits of industry, in vtfiich t^ey would 
otherwise be Engaged. Thug, independently 
of foreigners, tne total Humber of our own 
people, who have no otb$r business but to 
defend the Britiih empire and if« dependen- 
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cies, amounts to about 375,000, wbidb is 
not less than one fortieth of our whole popu- 
lation. In several of the petty German prin- 
cipalities, where the princes were the most 
oppressively severe in their demands of mili- 
tary service from their subjects, it was found 
impossible # to carry the numbers of their 
troopf to a higher proportion than one six- 
tieth ot the pqp^lation, and few of the grea- 
ter powers in Germany have ventured even 
this length. It has been argued from this fact, 
that we are already arrived *at the utmost li- 
mit, to which the numbers of our regular 
force can he carried, and that no improve- 
ment in the system bf recruiting, or in the 
condition of the soldiery, will enable us to 
make any v^jy great addition to our army* 
The idea certa3% has some plausibility ; 
but whether it be direct qr not, this at least 
is clear, that there must bapdffne limit to the 
numbers of our regular £vfces — that there is 
some proportion to tlr^opulation, beyond 


feavc our country from still more imminent 
perils.-— Here, my lords, I shall no doubt be 
told, that our government doermot mean to 
trust to the standing army alone* The noble 
secretary of state has spoken of the necessity, 
of a varied force, and has hinted at improve- 
ments which be has in view in the system of 
the volunteers.— I could have wished, my - 
lords, that if such ameliorations are in con- 
templation, they had been brought forward 
for the immediate consideration of arl la- 
ment, instead of being put off for months, 
as if it were a mattery* which delay can pro- 
duce no inconvenience. In my view of our 
situation, never was there a time when we 
could less afford delay. Whatever measures 
Tie to be adopted for our*defence, there is 
not a month, not a week, to be lost in ap- 
plying them to practice. 9 A delay of no loqg 
period may^e fatal. — Without waiting, how- 
ever, till the noble lord may explain what his 
views are, 1 feel confident in averting, that 


which no conntiy can extend its army ; and l itis impossible to devise any plan, by which. 


we have no reason to suppose t\ iat wc^an af- 
ford a greater proportion of our population, 
than our enemies can of theirs, — It is ther -»| 
fore quite impossible that tiie British islands, 
with a population of about 15 millions, can 
maintain a standing army equal to tbftit, 
which may be drawn from the countries un- 
der the control of the French emperor, .peo- 
pled with 50 of 60 millions : and the dispro- 
portion of numbers is too great to he counter- 
balanced by any superiority of personal prow- 
ess. If, therefore, we were reduced to the 
necessity of main&inin&^he contest against 
France by our regular j fmics alone, no hope 
could be entertained/that we should ulti- 
mately prevail ; ancr our subjugation would 
be inevitable. Happily, however, for the 
liberties of mankind, there is a natural and a 
mqjerial difference between the casfc of a na- 
tion which has to defend *its own inde- 
pendence, and that of a'niffion engaged in 
etfensive warfare. .An invading power ceft 
act only by its regular armies; hut the nation 
that is invaded may bring t^e great mass ol 
its population to support its army. The 
*bulk of the pgople, who are engaged in the 
pursuits qjfpraceful iu3u$try, can give np as- 
sistance io^ittacking a neighbouring country, 
"^kut may be of great* use in the defenie of 
.their own. To the employment of this Aeat j 
ravage, France herself owed the prearva- 
tion of her independence, from the dangers 
with which it vjn threatened in the early 
periods of th^revolution. in was by thg 
levee en masse* that the united Austrian and 
Prussian armies were repulsed ; and it is* only 
fry similar jpeaof that we can now hope to 


die volunteers can be er endeted a defensive 
force adequate to the present crisis. 1 a m ' 
far, my lords, from feeling the least disposi- 
tion to undervalue the merits of a body of 
men,. who have made the noblest and most 
patriotic sacrifices ; but jjie system of their 
institution is liaise to fundamental objec- 
tions, which no exertions on tneir part caft 
ever overcome. I have seenAoo muoh of the 
patriotic ze;il*of the volunteers not to honous 
the spirit which animates th<un, and not to 
trust that, when the hour of peril comes, 
they will meet it with all that determination, 
which an enthusiastic attachment to the cause 
of their country's freedom can inspire.— I 
am sensible too, that the volunteer establish- 
ment, even if it \ifiereto be broken upr imme- 
diately, has already done important services 
to the country. Jt has diffused a military 
spirit, and no inconsiderable portion of mi- 
litary knowledge, throughout the nation. 

fra* infused into the people \ confidence in 
our own resources ; and, above all, it has re- 
moved every clog to tjie full employment of 
these resources, bv extinguishing totally, and 
I trust for eves, those jealousies which for- 
merly prevailed between the government 
and the people, in. regard to military force. . 
Formerly there was ar^ejLlSftive diffidence on 
the part of government * to put arras into 
the’ hands of ^ny but the standing army ; 
whie, on the other hand, a corresponding jea* 
ferny subsisted in the people and in ^arlia- 
mefe, against intrusting the crown witK* 
Considerable standing arftiy • While this spi- 
rit mutually prevailed, the exertioqg of tfi» 
country iftere cramped* . There was ntfflfficjfc 

• 1 
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in.wbich our military rmftrpetegnild be cak; 
led forth. Chat warn not* oit one aide or the 
other, an object of jealousy. This spirit is 
now at an cod, and it' » the volunteer esta- 
blishment that has annihilated it. At the 
commencement of the present war, the go* 
vernment* with a magnanimous confidence 
in the spirit and loyalty of the people, threw 
itself upon their spontaneous efforts for . sup- 
port, and put arms into the hands o& 4 or 
500,000 volunteers. c This act of confidence 
Was met by a reciprocal, confidence on the 
pai* of the people. Indeed it could not be 
otherwise. How ooukl the people entertain 
any suspicion of a design against their liber- 
ties on (he part of a government, which did 
exactly what ^treacherous and designing n*» 
icr would be most afraid of doing ? How 
‘ could they, fear that; the array would be turn- 
ed against their liberties, by thosfe men who 
gave them the arms by which every such at- 
tack might repelled ? This great measure 
was not only a mark of confidence on the 
part of government, *but an unequivocal ear- 
nest of the rectitude of their intentions ; and 
ait such it has been received by the country. 
We hear no more of scruple about granting 
to the thrown the most numerous armies that ' 
can be raised. TJe only question now is, 
how, their n^pr«be(S' can b^ most effectually 
augmented ; and were any member of parlia- 
ment now to repeat the declamations against 
standing armies, that were formerly so {X£pu- 
lar,.what would he meet with but ridicule ? 
The result then of this magnificent experiment 
has been i not only to prove the perfect safety 
with which the people may be trusted with 
was, but to establish a degree of mutual con- 
fidence between the crown and the people 
heretofore unknown, and tb fix it on an im— 

, moveable basis. If the volunteer establish- 


ment had done no other service to England 
than this, I should thitfk the ministers, who 
had accomplished so noble a work, enthfedto 
die lasting gratitude of their couutry.v— gy 
ray lords, while I pay a just tribute ofp raise, 
both tothe indhridual iperit of the volunteers, 


and to the utility that has been derived from 
the institution, 1' cannot shut my eyes on the 
intrinsic difficulties, which stand in the way 

g iry attempt to form on this basis an era* 
defensive fottk^uad, at a moment like 
when every exertion ofwhichthia nittfoit 
is capable* will not < be more*, than* adeqtufce 
tithe crisis in which weave involved/ 1 should 
dunk ^ a. very ill judged compliment/ to 
afafr m expecting firora the volunteers, 
of serdcofor /which they are not * 
sui d to ueglect thomeaastbatarein ourpow- 
i*s>« tbeiq— JsMdfpyat 


moifc efficient species s of defensive force. — ft 
is admitted On all* bauds, that the discipline as 
well as the numbers of the volunteers has ex- 
peiicnced a material decline; On this 1 should 
not be disposed to insist much, if it were 
merely an accidental f circuvhstan<& ; for 1 am 
well convinced, that Vvhen the necessity of re- 
newed exertions becomes manifest, the ener- 
gy of the volunteers may be .revived in pro- 
portion to the apparent exigency of the cri- 
sis. — But, my lords; it would be deceiving our- 
.‘Selves, to concider'this decline of the volunteers 
as an accidental circumstance : it has arisen 
from the very nature of 'the - institution. A 
‘system, the efficiency of which rests so entire- 
ly on individual exertion, cannot be perma- 
nent and steady in its effects.^* the .period 
when the volunteer establishment was formed, 
the loyalty and patriotic spirit of the people had 
been roused to ftp- highest pitch of enthusiasm. 
The apparent dat&£ ;r of the country called 
forth unprecedented Exertions of spontaneous 
zeal ; but as the exigency became less appa- 
rent, these exertions naturally relaxed. Even 
before there was any evident change in the 
situation of public affairs, the energy of' this 
spirit had begun to decline. Such vehement 
efforts of enthusiasm could not be of long con- 
tinuance : the public mind had been on the 
stretch, and naturally sunk back into a state 
of languor. To this is to be added, that mi- 
litary exercises were, to many of the volun- 
teers, so gieat a contrast to their ordinary oc- 
cupations, as to be a recreation while the at- 
traction of novelty continued : but when that 
zest was lost, it lira been found in general 
yeiy difficult to prd^rve their attention un- 
impaired, From thitrvausc, men of experi- 
ence have observed, tharthe state of discipline 
in the volunteer corps, has in many cases fol- 
lowed an opposite rule, from that which isfound 
to obtain kmong regular troops* among regu- 
lar regiments, the oldest is generally supposedto 
be the best corps; among volunteers, it is mote 
frequently the newest;— -»This instability m«£.t 
be expected in every institution, the efficiency 
of which rests op the efforts of voluntary zeal ; 
and even if we coukl reckon with certainty on, 
the revival of ‘an enthusiastic spirit, upon evei*> 
occasion of danger, thatwouldnot tatriougfr. 
Thepdangerofthe country raayoft^n be bctn 
btuftr great; when it 'isnotappjafent\o vulew 
eye** In flKpMsent'drtmvBsfmsm of 
our ifaagernuyb^conskkf^aspermtt^nt*, 
for, cegen if peace shooh&he concluded; wfc 
must look 'to theprobabi thr.t our-edemy 
^vall renew the attack; he can tateus 

unawares. Iu these CtreusniittMetss, our de- 
fensive preparations tnrst&l 

to tbedcsuUory eflfortt-of spoo^oeeua^scal 4 * 
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they ought to he arranged on .a perms|»«Btj)<plai>ce of tha, -Ae men -who are to te nm* 
system* that shall never relux in. kii enuogy* k> repelling the enoray , m so a very 

and that will keep uur defensive force in a o«i-fl<fpre*t ipBoportionhead® of families, or pertont 
' " ' ' 1 rtjl whose auperintendance is eoeotial, for the 


stant state of effi( iency, in peace not leas than 
in war. — F or this reason, ware there no other* 
the volunteer system ipus* be considered as in- 
adequate US the present necessities of the coun- ( | 
try ; and it seems to bc%dmitted, even by the 
warmest advocates of the volunteers, that 
there is a necessity of deyirigg some establish- 
ment of a more permanent nature to replace 
them, in considering - what that establish- 
ment ought to be, it becomes us to profit by 
the exp-*i fence vv.hich has been already obtain- 
ed : and that we may steer cleafr of the errors 
which have obstructed the utility of the vo- 
lunteers, it is necessary to examine into the 
inconveniendfl^^which have actually been 
pbserved ' in thaK^ system. — In the firjt 
p’ace, the- privilege- of Ar:V individual to 
quit his coips, thougliesy ntial to the idea of 
a volunteer force, is aWaterfel obstruction to 
the pi rfection of its disctftline. The slender 
tenure upon* which the officers hold tfceir au 
jhority, compels them to humour every ca- 
price of the men undor their command : and 
Jthou^h a corps, composed of men of educa- 
tion, sensible of the importance of the obj ct 
for which they are associated, may be induted 
* to pay that zealous attention, which will ena- 
ble them to acquire a considerable proficien- 
cy in militury»evolutions ; yet it is scarcely 
possible tlgit the common run of men, placed 
under so precarious an authority, can acquire 
that steady habit of ready a&d implicit obedi- 
ence, which is the*mo?t Inportant and per- 
haps the most difficuhrtebscm, that a soldier 
has to learn. — Secoumy, from the composi- 
tion of the volunteer corps in general, thea- 
tre of Icbs efficiency and at the 6ame time of 
more inconvenience to the business of the 
country, than corps differently ^composed 
might t>e rendered. Many of the volunteers, 
though not beyond the age *{5r3t>er for mili- 


mana^ement of various agricultural, tnanw* 
factoring, and commercial establishments, of 
a more lass extensive scale. These mem 
I have no doubt would fight with spirit, if 
they were led at ope e to meet the enemy ; 
but ifyheir absence from h-ome should be pro- 
tracted for a long jpenpd, the interruption of 
their domestic concerns might be of material 
inconvenience. Ft ox* this Cause it T a mat* 
ter of great and almost insuperable difficulty 
to bring togethbr a large body of volunteers* 
or to keep them embodied for any great length 
Qf time. The operations oi the enemy 
however, render it indispensable to require 
this sacrifice from the persons who compose 
our defcnfive force. Previously to their 
grand attempt, the enemy may harass us by 
.frequent false alarms. The volunteers may 
thus be fatigued by long-continued prepare, 
tions, or may be disgusted by the frequent 
recurrence of a summons to die field, repeat- 
edly terminating to no apparent purpose; 
and, under the impressions to Which this may 
lead, 4hey may perhaps be remiss in their ex- 
ertions at the moment oTthe serious attack'. 
This disadvantage would be m great mea- 
sure avoided, U the persons who compose 
our defensive force were It' a different do, 
scription. ■'•A young journeyman, or farm*, 
servant, might certainly be spared from, his., 
occupation and his home with infinitely less 
inconvenience than his master ; and he would 
probably fighj as well, and stand ^he fa* 
tigues of service much better. There is*atio-» 
(her important consideration, which leads to 
the same conclusion. Since lives must be 
lost m the defence of the country, either the 
risk ought to fall equally on all ; or, if any 
difference is to be made, those ought co he 
exempted fVom the post of danger, whose 


tasv. sendee, are yet so far advanced in lift?, hjfbwa afe of most consequence to the good of 
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neither to have the same facility m 
acquiring new habits, nor to be capable of 
going through the fatigues and hardships of 
•real service with as little personal suffering, 
pa men in # die* prime bf youth. From cir- 
cumstances too in the original formation of! 
'^he volunteer establishment, the gri 
apportion of the men are* above the * 
mHl it To serve in p vohufteer corps^ 
in host instances ^pecuniary saermt 
pent to deter, th^Kost numerous 9 clafts'of the 
people, while, fa the other hand, many incH 
Rental motives! fcavu contributed tq Induce 
classes of society to enter 


society. In the volunteer system, the very 
opposite to this rule takes place : those who 
are selected to be exposed to the weapons of 
the enemy, afeeshiefty men of the middle riaur 
ses of society, upon most of whoft* there mu 
many other individuals dependent for thek, * 
(aamtonulce and then^rctfere, By any 
great slaughter among Utcn of this driberip* m 
tion*the SKOpamy of society wpuld be do* 

* 1, infinitely more than iu proportion 
mese numefcial amount of (irife lost, \ 
Sudh a loss upon a blast of men, the pec** 
liar pblfie and diternguahing feature of was 
would be,* national etUntigtJMf 


r job (hi* semes, fe cpnse»|eupBy tq to lyumd ; ydlfe thfr dir 
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< 0 te pl nfr«nent of a military force, composed a» 
- Ae wl funteers in general are, must*' he const - 1 
riered as a species of profusion, fot which no 
pecuniary advantage can sufficiently com- 
pensate* Lastly , it does not seem equitable 
that those who are, from their age and cir- 
cumstances, the most suitable persons to de- 
fend the country, should be exempted from 
„tliis duty, merely because they are not so 
, weU disposed as others, who are perbeps by 
'nature less qualified.. Still more must it be 
''reckoned unfair, that the pecuniary burthen 
-of the defence of the country should be made 
to. bear harder on the loyal and zealous, than 
on those who are otherwise.* In the establish- 
ment of the volunteer corps, a preference was 
shown, from very natural motives, of public 
CBconomy, to those corps which agreed to 
.nerve on terms apparently the least burthen - 
vsme to the public revenue. It cannot how- 
ever be •‘overlooked, that any advantage 
*wlnch could thus be gained to the revenue', 
oould only arise from the individual volun- 
teers taking upon themselves a greater share 
*©f the actual expense of their own establish- 
ment. The burthen, to which nv»ny of them 
have thus subjected themselves, is of very seri- 
ous amount, and isevidently a real and effective 
tax, not less t 1 iag. if it were collected from 
them, and out again from the exr hequer, 
and this tax’ia levied exclusively from the 
liberal fcnd , the Vealous. It must su rely ap- 

pear more consistent with jusf&e, tb^thej 
whole expense of the defence of the kibgdom 1 
Should be* paid by the public at large, and 
raised from every man according to his pe- 
cqniai^r means ; and also tl>at the'personal 
service required should be fixed, by law,— 
that "a general rule should point out the de- 
scription of jJfersons on whdm this duty ought 
tofall and impose it on themwithoutpartiality. 
JFor all these reasons, my lends, I think the 
volunteer system is inferior in equity as well 
agin efficiency, to the system of training the 
Vpeople a^Jarge, first laid down by tKe act^pf 
3803', commonly called the Levy en Masse 
Act. lliat act, though its principle# are in 
my opinion unquestionably just and impor- 
tant, has unfortunately not been carried into 
^xecutinn/and was replaced last year by a new 
^training bill, di fferin g from it in no essential 
feint, and in scarE^any that can deemed 
Jia improvement. Both acts, however* distinct- 
ly lay down and proceed upon the greft abd 
Important principle* that militaiy »-s***™ 
Jb r the internal defence of the kth[ 
general duty on all the subjects 
DWn _ 4 kat it js Ibe Tight of the sAte io 
" that service, iq any way that may 

tied most proper and exbcdicpt.— 

• 


Thg rules for apportioning this service 
among the people, appear to me* to he 
founded in juster principles in the act of 
1803, than iu that of last year. A classi- 
fication is made of the male population of 
the kingdom, withtn the ages of military 
-duty, according to the age and domestic 
circumstances of ea?h individual ; aifti it is 
the clear intention of the jget that the 
youngest of the snen who are come to the 
age of maturity, aud those who are least 
incumbered with families, ought to be the 
firi't c alled on for military service. The 
e vident propriety of this principle is such 
as to need no coinmefitary ; but in the ap- 
plication of this principle 1 would incline 
to deviate in a small degree*Jf®m the pro- 
visions of the act to whiolCT have alluded. 
By this act, the first cl«s is to include all 
unmarried mefevetween the ages of seven- 
tern ar*d thirty. Vjlhv* age of seventeen is 
perhaps too young*: — that of eighteen is 
low enough to be? taken as the standard of 
manbeod : and I should think the first class 
sufficiently extensive, if it included all 
Irom that age to twetft}-four or five. With- 
in these limits it does not appear necessary 
unmake any distinction of married or un- 
married. The number of married men of 
this age will not be very numerous: and 
iiierfc is no probability that they should 
have such numerous families, as to call for 
any relaxation in their favour. Those who 
have paid a duo attention to the valuable 
speculations of Air. MaUbus, ceitainly will 
not think it a poiffec measure to make any 
distinction, that might operate as a temp- 
tation to premutu re marriages among the 
common people; aud, siuce we must con- 
sider the measures now to be adopted as 
of permanent continuance, those remote 
effects are noj to be* overlooked. At all 
events, the lumber of married persons of 
£ius age cannot be so considerable as to, oc- 
casion much inconvenience, even' though it 
were necessary to adopt some means of 
providing for ftheir families *at the public 
expense ; and this would be preferable to 
the allowance of an evtemptioh, which might 
have the effect of deranging tbeswhole sys- 
tem .—Calculating upon this principle, from** 
approved tables of the ordinary duratrfn 
of Aumau life, the population of^^Sat 
BritLn would afford nfcariy 600fi60 fhen 
betwefen tbh ages of eighteen and twenty- 
the iA ve • and feoxn the returmtaiade under ^be 
Levy en Masse Act, tberqj| ground to be- 
lieve that , 1 alter deducting *fcea- faring men 
and nil other# exempted By tijpt act, . there 
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will aemain liable to military duty up^&dsl sioned. Jo fact; something likti this is ever, f 
of 500,000 men within the description of the result of an attempt to reconcile Nolgects 
the first class here laid down. This num- that are incompatible. To tfara men to 
ber 9 my lords, I am inclined to consider as military discipline without interfering with 
sufficient for the* object in view ; and on this their civil avocations, is an absolute impos- 
account it appears to ife^un necessary to ex- sibility. If men are to act as soldiers, a 
tend the first class ai$y further. Perhaps, portion *of their time must be devoted to 
however, it would be advisable to form the the object of learning the duty of soldiers ; v 
; men between, the ages of twenty-five and —for a certain length of time they must be 
thirty into a second class* or body of re- separated from their families, and cease to 
serve, to be resorted to in cases of extreme be any thing but soldiers. The trtrt4^£ 
urgency.— The most important question, this principle is fully evinced by the expe . 
however, relates to the measures to be rience of the volunteers. The testimony 
adopted for giving these men a sufficient of every volunteer officer, who has paid at-\ 
degree of training. *It is certainly of more tention to the improvement of his corpsf)*' 
importance, to give a complete training to uniform upon this point, »that the greatest 
a moderate, proportion of the people, than iflimber of days, devoted to drilling in*an ; * 
to extend over whole that slight de- unconnected and desultory manner, has ^ 
gree of instruction, which will not ren- never enabled them td make the same prb- 
der them capable of the :5ervice that may gress, that has been obtained in a very * 
be required from th&aa' The men who are small space of time, when the men were as- 
to be trained ought, flLtfiy opinion, to be sembled in quarters at a distance from their ' 
rendered complete soldiers; and 1 think it homes, and kept on permanent duty under, 
a very ill-juclged aconomy not to gi^ them military law.— In making arrangements,’ 
a sufficient allowance of time for becoming therefore., for training the people to armi£ 
so. The provisions both of the Levy en we must reckon upon a considerable saciri- 
Masse act, and of the Training Bill of last ficeof their time as absolutely unavoidable, 
year, are in this respect equally objection- No unnecessary sacrifice ought to be required; 

• able. The duty required is limited in both but, on the other hand, vte ought not to he- 
of them within such narrow bounds, that it sitateto make ths^sacrifice tojK full extent 
is^scarcely possible to expect from if any that is necessary for the con^ffete,attpmnient " 
real practical utility. The men are not to of the objeggj We have then to enquire, wbrtt 4 
be called but more than twenty-four days ’length, of time devoted to military discipline* 
in the year, and even these can only be may be considered as sufficient, to fdrm 
reckoned half dayc, as the men have to go new recruits into good soldiers.* This is.Tflf * 
and return from their borqes. The limita- question on which professional me# ably 
tion too, provided ky the Training Bill, can preteqfl to^judge ; but on the authprity 
that the men are no£*o be called to a greater of officers of eminence I am led to believe; 
distance than five miles from their homes, that three or four months, when well ein^ 
will, iu most instances, effectually prevent ployed, may in general be found sufficient; 
the assemblage of any considerable body of Au advantage will certainly be found, in this 
men together, without which* the exercise respect, from the description or men who are * 
in petty platoons will be'of Vbw little use proposed to be trained. Young men beJ 
^P04U£P££iug men for real service. — The low twenty- five ure at a period, of life 

anxiety of the framers of these bills, not to when new habit3 are easily adopted, and 

interfere with the ordinary avocations of when .impressions readily become perma- 
tbe people, In the* attempt to give them nent. Men of this age will probably be^ 
•military instruction, appears to have been come good spldiers in a much shorter 

carried tj) ypxcess, add hai led them to time, than men of a more advanced age, 

adopt regulations calculated totally to de- and will also retain more permanently what • 
«&*ut the principal object they had in vihwi they learu. When tltfy-^iave once tho- 
^training so very slight aud desultory' as roughly ^attained the halftt? of military dis- 
■ ihskhdghich is provided fbr, would, m all cifdinr, a veryjittle piaciice will be suffix * 
prdbamlity, pro ve^ti rely useless; the yholt rieiy to keep up these habits even to a late 
expence woqld ta^chrown awaytf and all the j*tffiod.of life,— Upou these pr.uciples* 
iaqpnveiiienre vising from the Interruption^ lord^ I would propose m arrange thfe- dg» 
of labour, wotflej be to no purpose. Thus," tails \f. the measure.* There*^qj®| 
by au over- anfticty to economize the time forme^n each county a oorffa* to^ccmtmy 
of the peoploT aft absolute waste is oc;ca- 1 of all thefyotmg men from the ag p of 
Voi.. I'Sjg 1 sL>. \ • 
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tefjp to twenty-five. They should be fully] 
■u#fefed, mid regularly orggnteedak a local 
telMia, but should remain peculiarly under 
the superintendance of the lieu tenao ley, 
not, to be called out of their reactive 
counties, except in cases of emergency. 
The young men, who have recently mitered 
into this militia, and are in the first year of 
their service, should be considered at 
Conning a separate class, to be kept em> 
bodie.djfor at least thrfe months, and du- 
vW^tbis time assiduously employed in mi- 
litary exercises. Thcfce who have gone 
through their first year, and have at- 
tained tie requisite degree of proficiency, 
would not require more than a few weeks 
practice in . the course of each of the sue-, 
ceeding years of their service, to keep up 
"^tlie. habits of discipline, and ougljt not to 
he called out on duty for any longer period 
than Is necessary for this purpose. The most 
advantageous, arrangement would be, that 
for a few weeks in every summer the whole 
of this local militia should be assembled in 
suitable encampments. Being thus col- 
lected in considerable numbers, they could 
the better practise those exercises, which 
' have, the nearest resemblance to tbe opera- 
tions of real sendee against the enemy 
AH' officers aa^Ugreed as the importance 

of collecting man in large bodies for exer- 
cises of fhis kind; and to obtain 1 this benefit 
*c a higher degree, it would be proper Jfeat 
durng this general assemblage of the'local 
tqilitta, those of two or three adjacent coun- 
ties should join in the same encampment, 
add carry on their exercises ia one body. — 
Immediately after the breaking lip of this 
general asreinblage, the annual enrolment 
should be made of the young men who, in 
;tbe course of the preceding year, have at- 
% tsaned the age of service. * Instead ?>f col- 
Meeting all of them at once, it would be 
preferable, that they should be classed into 
different divisions, to join their corps in ro^j 
tation. By this means the labour of train- 
ing-thorn would be less burthensome, and a 
amaller number of officers would, be suffi- 
1 cient for tty* task. By this means, also, a 
. certain proportion of the local militia of 
sath county wouldalways be embodied. 
Cot aponding toohis proportion! there 
ju ab< u Abe, in each county, a permanentjest$- 
blkhment of officers, drawn fitom the regular 
army, and acquainted with real servfe^ 
^hiim duty it would be, not only to direct 
tfee tqpining of tbe men, but tomsifuef tbe 
|£e«ige# Officers. The superior offers of] 
dMwfi militias ought*to be selected, like 

r .* /* 




the cheers of our present militia, from, 
among the principal landed proprietor of 
the county. Of the subaltern ranks, a com* 
siderable proportion would naturally bo, 
composed of the young men of superior 
station, who are eriftfiled in tbe local mill- . 
tia, as falling within the ages of service. 
Young men destined for a military life could 
not perhaps have a better schqpl, than to 
be thus employed for a few years? under the 
superintendance of men of experience, in 
training a continual snccession of recruits to 
military exercises.— According to the ar- 
rangement which has been proposed,, there 
can be little doubt that these corps of local 
militia would be rendered completely effec- 
tive,. and little inferior even to regular 
troops which have not actuptfy seen ter vice. 
This would be done*, too,/ with as little in- 
terruption to the ordinany avocations of the 
people, as could perlyiej be reconciled with 
the effectual accompAshment of the essen- 
tial object. In tfie beginning, indeed, a 
great and extraordinary effort wduld be ne- 
cessary: but after the proposed measures 
had been brought into "a regular train, the 
burthen of duty would be very light on all^ 
except the young men of eighteen or nine- 
teen, who are in the first year of their 
training. There is no other description of 
men whose absence from their homes and 
their ordinary occupations wduld so little 
interfere with the business of thd country. 
The men of this description may be calcula- 
ted at between 9Q and 100,000 over the 
whole of Great Bn&ain; and if they join 
their respective corptfyaccording to a plan 
of rotation, each for v»*ee months, there 
would only be one fourth' of these constantly 
embodied, i. e. never above 25,000 meu 
at one time ; and the interruption to the 
ordinary business of tlie country would hot 
be greater, than. would be occasioned by an 
Edition of this amount to the regular arnvv. 
To this are to be added tbe few weeks 
during which the whole of the local militia 
would be assembled. Jf this should be 
reckoned at three weeks, tbe individuate* 
subject to tiiis service, would not be called 
upon for a greater sacrifice of^beir time 
thari many of the volunteers submit to, -7* 
all of them, indeed, who are in any degree 
fit for real .duty ; *so that this plan c^pjwt 
be considered as a greater burthen '’onHhe 
country* thaji an establiSmeat of an equal 
number, of ^volunteers. IV would indeed 
be less burthensome; forlthe volunteer 
corps are iu great part composed of meii,*. 
the real value of whose tfrn£is fer greater. 
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tfawi that of the young man, <of wlmtiit iij 
proposed to form this local militia*.— An^ 
exception must no doubt be admitted, forj! 
the first moments of this establishment, 
vtfhen a great and extraordinary effort willj 
be necessary, lor bringing our state of pre-* 
paragon up to what it would have been, i* 
this system had been sooner adopted. I 
it had alreq0y*gotte on for some years, all 
the young men from the age of nineteen to' 
that of twenty-five would now be in a state 
of full preparation, having entered the local 
militia at eighteen, and having undergone a 
thorough training during the* first year of 
their service. As matters actually stand, 
however, there is d greater rear to be cleared 
off; and to make up for the tardiness- which 
we have shown in resorting to the system, 
we have no choicejbut Jo take immediate 
measures for training all the young men be- 
low the age of twenty-fi^e— a great and a bur- 
thensome effort, no dou&;> but one which the 
exigency of Jthe crisis imperiously demands. 

—When the 6ystern which has been proposed,' 
is compared with that of the volunteers, no 
doubt can be entertained that its efficien 
cy must be incomparably greater. The 
men within .the ages that have been stated, 

* cannot be reckoned at less than 500,000 ; 
and to this extent we should at all times jiave 
a force Teady at an hours warning to match 
against the enemy ; a force regularly and 
systematically disciplined, and on which a 
commander might fully rely ; a force com- 
posed of men in tlTe full^igour of hie, ai>d 
animated with all the ardour which charac- 
terises the prime of youthful manhood. 

With such a force tcback our regular army, 
we might buMefiance to all our enemies. 

A local militia, constituted in the efficient 
manner that has been proposed, would 
certainly be alone sufficient fbr the defence 
of all those parts of the coast that are not I 
exposed* and where the princi- 
pal descent of the enemy is not to be ex- 
pected. Thje whqje of the troops of the 
Jine, and of tlyj regular or old established 
militia, mighUthen be # concent rated in one 
powerful adlliy, tu a position calculated to 
meet the main invasion. If the enem^ 
should succeed in landing, an army of such 
foira, as to be an oveima^ch for that which 
is Wfeprepared lo^ receive him m the first 

? plan which {as be^n here 


* According 
sketched, the 
would not be ' 
♦he volunteers/] 
its height. 



use incurred to the public 
•widely different from that of 
their establishment was at 
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instance, the akiltaf our conimen<fofti would 
be tried, in avoiding a general action «s 
long as possible. Our army retiring from 
one strong position to another, towards the 
interior ot the country, would be con* 
tinually approaching to their reinforce* 
xnents, Vnd the local militia pounqg to 
from all sides, would soon form such on ad- 
dition of .force, as to be capable of over- 
whelming the most powerful arm y, tbdt 
the invader would choose to risk in tn^V^ 
dertaking. In the course of these opera- , 
lions, indeed, some part of our eountiyr 
would unavoidably be left*exposed to the 
ravages of the enemy, but it is not likely 
{hat we should be unddir the necessity ^of . 
abandoning the metropolis ; for the metro- 
polis itself would furnish so lai£e a To-iy- 
forcementf as might, in all probability, de- 
cide the fate of the campaign Jhe mea- 
sures that have been suggested, would 
thus be of great importance i n* enabling us 
to meet the immediate exigency, winch 
now presses upon us. But this is only * 
part of the benefit to be expected from 
them. Were they established as a perma- 
nent system, our means of defence would 
go on, in a coutinual progress of improve- 
ment. Every year a new —an* if 1 may 
use the expression, of nmcfly 100,C 
youths woul^nter the local mihtisrtol 
I gin the ao^msitiou of military discipline" 
'"every • year a corresponding proportion 
would quit this militia, but would carry 
with them habits firmly fixed in that period 
of life when lasting impressions ard most 
easily made. Every year, therefore, a 
greater and a greater proportion of "our 
people would be leady to takS up arms in 
defence of tbeir country ; and if the dan- 
gers of iur situation should continue to in- 
crease, so that even* a force of 500,000 
well-disciplined men in aid of our regular 
acmy should appear insufficient fur our 
security, the second class oflocal militia 
would toon be composed of men who had 
been thoroughly trained iu the first class, 
and who would* still be perfectly capable of 
doing the duty of soldiers, in process of 
time, the whole people will have good 
through* a course of dTfpiphne ; we shall 
become, like our enemies, a nation olsol- 
difirs ;* and then England will assuredly be 
invincible.— There is no rqpsop for appre- 
hending that this institution will ever relax 
in ittfiefficacy: Established on a systems^ 
tic pl\, the traiiiing of the local 
must go on in peuce^as well as in 
there be any iyobabihef^Tb al peac e am; be * 
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ebtiuoAd, on terms which thuwfcuntry can bottf to deter the enemy from hostile de~ 
accept without disgrace, we xnust asau- signs, and to enable our own government 
redly took ppon it a6 a hollow and insecure to entertain a confidence in our means o£ 
<peace, as a mere truce which the enemy .defence. Soon after the rupture it was 
will be ready to. break, whenever he can emphatically observed, that we were at 
see an opportunity of taking us unawares war because we £ould not* be /nt - peace. 
But, with the institution that lias been But if our meins ef defence in the^ear 
sketched, we never can be unprepared to 1$03 had been such as the system now pro- 
meet an invader. Whether therefore we posed might soon establish, <wfe| should not 
look to the continuance of war, or have been under &e fjece^tyofresortiug to 
iStfier we may hope for peace, it is of measures of hostility, with a view to our im- 
equal importance thgt we should establish mediate security ; neither would the enemy 
*our defence on a system of this kind ; a sys- have bean disposed to give the provocations 
tern of permanent efficacy* commensurate which he did, to a power in a contest with 
with the prospects that are before us, of a which, he could have entertained but 
long period of ubabated danger.— It is ngt little hope of any great or signal success.— 
perhaps the least of the recommendations When ^compare the system which I have 
j$f this proposal, that it will render it pos- now ventured to propose, either in its inv- 
isible for us to make peace witlf a prospect mediate or its qj ore Fttnote effects, with 
$f secuqgy* If & peace should be made, the measure which hA been brought for- 
we have no reason to suppose that our ward by his majesty s ministers, I can 
«nemy will abandon his views of conquest, scarcely imagine /how there can be a doubt 
or relinquish bis najval preparations. His in deciding between them, qr how your 
..epeans of making a successful invasion will lordships can be satisfied, in such a crisis as 
be continually on the increase ; and an in- the present, with a mere temporary expe- 
terval of ^eace will only enable him to dient for making a small addition to our re- 
augmetit his naval force with the greater gular force : nor is it easy to comprehend 
rapidity. On tljjs account many persons, on what principle his majesty’s ministers 
. who on gogroul principles^ sincere friends can hesitate to adopt this or some other 
, /[of peace, now advocates for the con- pJaq of equal efficacy, if it be not that they 
Ifc'imu&fice of as being, Vender our pro- dread the unpopularity of celling upon the 
sent circumstances, absolutely necessary people for severe and burthenson^e sacrifices. 

‘ .for our immediate safety. If however we* If this idea has really been entertained, I 
adopt the system which has been propo- am persuaded it is a mistaken one. The 
sed, our means of meeting invasion willal- people of this country fcre not 60 dead to 
so btfon. the increase; and whatever addi- every feeling of patriotism, they are not so 
.tion our enemy may be able to make, du- insensible to the valih^of what they have to 
ring an interval of peace, to Isis naval power lose, as to be unwilling to make the sacri- 
and His mehns of attack, we shall be able fices that are necessary for preserving the 
fully to keep pace with him in the improve- name and the privileges of Englishmen, 
ment of our means of defence Oy land, provide.fi they are made distinctly to per- 
Being thus under no clanger of losing in our ceive the necessity, and are fully persuaded 
relative strength during an interval of that the sacrifices they are to make will se- 
peace, or ef being obliged to rdnew the cure their object. O/i this grpur^I^nn 
* war under circumstances of greater disad- persuaded they will acquiesce with more 
vantage, in the comparative state of our cheerfulness, jn such measures as those I 
ow$ force and that of our enemies, the ob- have now suggested, {ban in those which 
. stacWl which now stand rih the way of his majesty’s ministers call fty.— The ballot' 
.peace, wfll be in a great measure removed, for* which we are desired to vote lays upon 
<We may then conclude a peace, with the the people an oppressive, because an un- 
proapect of uudifoi dished security, and equal, burthen, without affording any rea- 
$ therefore with a prospect of permanence, sonable probability that our libeftie^are 
Perhaps, indeed, if such a system hs that thereby to be preserved. The ballqfcd^er * 
4io w propose^ had been established ten the same of a demand {for military service, 

. year£ ago, Europe might have been spared we alR^nou to be in er^ct nothing more 
the whole of . the c present w&r.-uad /kll its«jthan a motle of compelliik* individuals to 
} ^disastrous consequences. Our ^/upture pay for substitutes : these Substitutes differ 

2 with, Prance might have been avoided, if in nothing from the recruitrSvJio enter the 
vl^gr inlerq|l bad ^been such, as army by voluntary enlistmeik, except that 
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m the»on@ case the bounty is paid oi|t of, 
the general revenues of the state, in the 
Other the payment is imposed on indivi- 
duals, without any regard to their ability 


to pay : the ballot is thus nothing morelphould be superabundant : if 
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than a ta^ the most ofifectionable in prin- 
ciple that can be imaged— a mere poll- 
tax, the most unequaljmd oppressive form 
in which money can be levied. When this 
burthen is laid u'pon ,the people to make a 
trifling addition to our regular force, such 
an addition as will scarcely diminish in a 
perceptible degree the perils of our situa- 
tion, can it be supposed that the people will 
submit to it with the same alacrity, as they 
would to an effective demand of real mili- 
tary service, imposed according to an equal 
and impartial rule, on those to whom it 
will be least burtbinsome, and the opera- 
tion of which musabe to* put an end to all 
anxiety respecting ft is security of the king- 
dom ? — But in truth, my lords, 1 cannot 
briug myself to believe that in such a crisis 
us the present, hb majesty's ministers cau 
be actuated by such a despicable motive as 
the fear of unpopularity — that their anxiety 
for the preservation of their places can go 
so far, as to make them overlook the gan- 
ger to which they expose themselves, as 
well a a their king and their country. The 
situation of jhings is now such, that "there 
is no possibility of saving the nation, 
without Tesorting, in one form or another, 
to burthensome and severe measures. It 
would be merer «tate quackery to delude 
the people with any different expectation. 
The time is past when a minister might 
have indulged a tetfderness for the comforts 
and the convenience of the people. We 
have now to make our measures effectual, 
— to that consideration must every other 
bend ; and of thosg who complain of hard- 
ship there is but one question to be asked, 
the hardships imposed on thqjn 
are worse than iht; rigours of French des- 
potism ? — Perhaps, however, it may be 
alleged, that I ar& now pifcppsing a super- 
fluous and unnecessary degree of prepara- 
tion. Baf this, my*iords, I cannot adroit. 
When wdeousider the immense military re- 
sources that may be brought to bear agasi^st 
us, when we consider the number of points 
which we may be assailed, and the 
Extent of coast w^iich we must be prepared . 
to guard ; # aboac all, when we consider thej 
hazard in wlnjEh the whole 4npid\is invol- 
ved, from tfe prevalence of disaffection In 
Ireland, thtf force that would be gained by 
the adoptiw df the measures 1 have now 


suggested, cannot be deemed/e: 
great for meeting the exigdncj 
rife may ere long be reduced* 
otherwise, it is right that our 
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dow of doubt can remain as to their suff- 
iciency, they are not what they ought to be* 

1 Even on principles of ceconomy, our defen- 
sive force ought to be ample and supera- 
bundant. Granting that a more scanty 
plan of preparation s^puld ultimately jjjove 
sufficient, and that the invader should innfe% 
end be repulsed j yet if this is to be done after « 
a severe contest on English ground, our 
country would witfer from the desolation of 
a protracted warfare, far greater losses than 
would be sufficient to balance the utxnpst 
inconvenience, that could possibly be up- 
prehendec^from preparations unnecessarily 
great. By providing ample means of de* 
fence, we have the best chance of deterring 
'our enemy from the attempt, at invasion, 
and thus saving our country from the rava- 
ges of war, or at least of shortening their 
duration by insuring the speedy overthrow 
of theL invader. But can any one reflect 
far a moment upon the countless horrors 
mat •would ensue if our means of defence, 
should prove inadequate! can any one re-^ 
fleet that it is fop the liberti^pjfar the verv 3 
existence ofBfegland that are to jSa 
— and be content with -seamy preparations^ 
Wheels tfrere that can imagine without hos 
ror, bur aged and beloved* monarch wel- 
tering in his blood, — bis place occupied by 
a heptarchy of French usurpers, the mi- 
nions of the eonqueror,— the fatuity of our 
sovereigns, along with the sad remains of 
all that is no w # eminent and dignified in 
England, wandering as exiles in* foreign 
lands, while the mansions of our nobility 
are parcelled out tq French generals, and 
every thing that is desirable in England be* 
comeg the prey of a Frenchman, — all the t 
comforts which industry and aconotnyimve * 
accumulated around the dwellings of our 
yeomanry, our tradesmen, and our manufac- 
turers, scattered to the winds, the pillugeof a 
licentious soldiery, — all the civil and religi- 
ous institutions, that have hitherto been the 
boast of Britain, trampled under foot, -^our 
peoplfc left to groatf under the opro*es?ion 
|^mc£contumely of insolent and domineering « 
strangers, fofeed to submit to every wrong 
and to every insult, with the sad refleor 1 
turn, that they have no longer the*proteo 
tion erf lSnglish law, o£ an English magistra- 
cy, d^an English jury* ? All this, my Iwtelg, 

* This is hut oT 
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f«l a^nktftiMi^thh v weibwveto ftssrd 
tbenroenSler<tto in^ 
‘feowrestiencjp, of mskmgprepefetftftis mtlifer 
greaterthan absolutely necessary/as <tes*r‘ 
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tioo -of tbe measures which I have' debited, 
oarsituatkm may be rendered perfectly re-tfi 
eyre; and if our activity and resolution be 
commensurate with the exigency of tbe cr>- 
*i»,a very few months may be sufficient to 
Jsrigg our 'preparations' to maturity. With 
S^Rcn a local militia, as I have suggested* to 
back the efforts of ouriregular force, 1 should 
tsonsider our army as already sufficiently 
Numerous ; or at least there would be no 
necessity* of resetting to a measure so objec- 
tionable as the ballot, for obtainingan imme- 
diate-augmentation of our disposable force. 
**4 am ready to admit to the npble secre- 
tary of state the ad vantages, which a regular 
and disposable force must have over an eq ual 
number of {/-oops of any other description,' 
even for the purposes of defence. But 
these advantages iftny be purchased too 
dear: and certainly, if J ever theFe was a 
conjuncture of affairs, in which these ad- 
vantages were of less value than usual, dt 
, is the present. If *evcr tliere wa? a “time 
' when the immediate defence of the king- 
y dom^ughtre^ngross our<.houghts, to the 
■inclusion of eVry distant object, it is now. 

f Am the cmwervations or^knoble hard, 
kwho spoke in support of this bUiJ it would 

* appear that ministers are thinking of Alex- 
: andria, ami tire Cape, and South America, 

when they should be looking to Kent and 
to -Essex „ Gracious heavens ! is it possi- 
ble tbatiitfeSuation can be* carried to tliis 
length f— thaf ^hen the^ existence of Eng- 
land < is iu question, her strength is to be 
wasted in distant expeditions and ralonial 
Conquests ? Gladly wouKl 1 hope that the 
noble lord has misconceived the ideas of 
, hie friends; but the extreme anxiety /which 
is manifested* for a disposable force, and 
the whole ten our of the measure before us, 
formotsch a commentary on (he observation 
tbatdropped fro in the noble^ lord, as fills 
cue? With drpad awd anxiety. As if our in- 
OOffctal defence were hotel ready sufficiently 
-precarious, his majesty's ministers propose 

* tostafee a' triflingaegUnentation to ofer die- 
i forced at the expense of disorgani* 



of Frcspch conquest : but the pic- 
bar been drawn in detail, add with a mas- 
* tidy band,' bytheaCthor ofThd Gangers of .the 
^Country t-HawOtire which Englishmen would 
leefcat, wbihryet the da n&nAaybe 


aiugfrthe vnilhia^sotpending fts*f!lck*rey at 
a i most critical moment, and disgusting its 
officers ; and togainamotrtetittfry addition . 
to the total amounbof omr'fdrce, they pft> 


wiug of a metu&nt’s thought ?— ity theadop-Jrpose au expedient which will give afeerioil* 

21 * 1 • v interruption to iwf measures, {feat ’have 

lately been adopted^for the 'permanent ith- 
provenient of the -regular army. — Looking, 
my lords, to the dangers fctf euevttuation as 
likely to be perixment, Icattfcot agree to 
sacrifice to a weemonrentary convenience 
the 'lasting and important advantages ari- 
sing from the measures Idmve alluded to— 
measures, founded on e (just and profound 
view of human’ nature, 'the benefits of which 
every yearns experience will render more 
apparent, and? which willdo lasting' honour 
both io the administration which carried 
them into dfiect,end fcfcthe enlightened in- 
dividual with whom tbd/ more particularly 
originated. The observation of tbe noble 
secretary of -state, that the interference 
will only be temporary, is not in my mind 
a. satisfactory answer to the objection ; for 
the benefit to be expected from these mea- 
sures depends in so great a degree, on a 
general belief in the permanence of the new 
system, that any thing which has even tbe 
appearance of tampering, must have a de- 
structive effect in shaking the confidence 
of the country. I am the roofe inclined to 
insist on this objection, because {he inter- 
ference which I deprecate, is wholly unne- 
cessary. 1 have stated, my lords, that bv 
tbe establishment of an extensive and well- 
trained local militia, we should preclude 
the necessity ef any great and immediate 
addition to our regularYoroe. vButitisnot 
on this alone, that I rest my objection ; for 
if such- an addition be 'necessary, andif a 
compulsatory levy for the immediate aug- 
mentation ofoqr regulAr and militia; forces 
be unavoidable,: that levy may Unenforced, 
without affecting 1 in any degree thjj ^&r rssg;. 
of the new system of ' enlistment.— Tlie 
mode in which tbe ballot interferes with the 
recruiting of r tife reguiaVarm/, has* been 
repeatedly a*id 'amply illustrated. It 
now admitted on all b duds, that the demand 
fur substitutes establishes a competition 
against the recruit iug service; and that 
when an extensive ballot is to be enforced, 
the price of substitutes will be so big^Mwe 
no recruits c%n be- expected to accept oi 
the lomliaaaky new * ofierdhfor { be^regular 
army. /This (m the enavoideMe effect of a , 
bkilot acecNDpanied, aweurt'fcowfe, with 
the pewerof substitution is evident, 
that this effect arise* (mm riib^titolkro and 
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k f^taOlot fr ^t,iio«ucb eftc* TOttWlto: three yes**, a* in the, en^^i^tsK 
*isefrom a ballot, Jf 4m individuals bel-M Mon of the&iliiuu The uaiwwWafcii^* 
Iqted were to. serve* in person*— *4 know shsi*, of the ballot, its; interfere*^ with the 
my lords, that the power of serving, by sob- peeaonal liberty, of individuaki ougbttobe, 
statute in considered as necessary,, for mi" bpmpeoseted by, great liberguto in | »eu*r. 
ligating the severity of the ballot and for diary bounty. In particular, ail the fine* 
abyi&tiug r ^be qxcessive^bardship which gsidfor qjiwnplion from the ballot;. ougbtt 
might«be occasioned in particular cases* if t> be applied,, by the magistracy of 4m 
the individual whose name is drawn were district in. which-they, ere levied, to the use 
under the absolute necessity of quitting his of the •balloted men, or. of their? families, 
borne and his business. But this hardship —The ballot, thus mitigated, woulcLJtt _ 
may be obviated by other ‘means less; ob- liable to infinitely less objection than W** 
jectjonahJe than the power of serving by now is ; and might perimps be used for ob* r * 
substitute. I would propose, toy lords, as Staining a much larger addition to our regu* 
a commutation for this, power l that those *lar domestic force, than that now propo* 
who are anxious to avoid the necessity of sed by his majesty’s, ministers* Thereat* 
tervigg in person, should be allowed, upon some parts of the empire, to which a kmal' 
payment of an adequate pecuniary fine, be- militia, such as I have proposed,, could met 
tore the ballot tak^l place, to take their perhaps be ^safely extended. The inhabit* 
name out of tbe lisupf those subject to be itants-uf these parts would thus be exempt 
drawn. When every individual has thus ed from tbe burthen of a military duty, im» 
an opportunity of withdrawing himself be* ptosed on the rest of their fellogf subjects; 
forehand from the operation of the ballot, and as a commutation for this duty, it may 
there worild'be no necessity of leaving any not be improper, that* the corresponding 
power of serving by substitute, and those class of men there should be subject tor* 4 
whose names are actifally drawn, should be ballot in. the mitigated form, which I have 
bound to serve in person. It is evident, npny pointed out. The population of Mm 
that by this arrangement, we should avoid districts, to which 1 allude, might afford' a t 
. the pernicious, effect of the ballot, in draw- large supply of men, without any material 
ing off, as substitutes,' persons who would interruption to agricultural ^fSI&nti facta* i 
otherwise be disposed to enlist into* the ring industry jjfnd ajl the supply th &Lra ja>j 
troops 'of th£ line. At the same time, it be obtainedJwanld be daubfy useful,' doU^ 
does not appear t.hat such an arrangement *as directly ifiiciing to the military force of the«j 
would occasion to individuals any greater empire, and as draining off a*leav«tn which 
Oppression than the present form of ballot, may eventually become dangerous.— But*, 
since the payment of a fine before the bal- my lords, whatever compulsory levj may 
lot would not be a more severe tax, than the be resolved upon, l must cooeee in the 
burthen of paying a substitute after it. — I opinion, which has already been, aged 
do not mean, my 16rds, to argue, that this with irresistible .force of argument, that 
arrangement would be sufficieut to do away the balloted men ought to be placed in the' 
every objection to the ballot. That is second ^battalions of our marching rug?* 
certainly an institution which! think it meats, on the principle of the Army of ftp* 
would be very desireable .to Jvoid alto- serve act, rather than in the militia. To 
fijUj^riaod 1 would anxiouady wish that ballot fpr an addition to tbe militia, in 0i>* 
^^ineiuSppiy of meu,"for our regular force of der to have an opportunity of drawing offa 
all descriptions, could be trusts! entirely to corresponding number of men from the mi* 
the operation of voluntary Culfetmejit. If, htia into the line, seems to me to iavqlffie 
• however, that* a impracticable; if a. com- a very inconvenient complication, wdftaqjt '* 
pufsory \e\v *must made, Sqd if ballot any adequate motive whatever* # Tbe pw* 
must be Morted to, I cannot buHlJaetfjar nicious effects which may be expected, fro# 
this as a less objectionable form of b*ila| disturbing tbe 'discipline and efficiency of 
then that npw established. Perhaps, by the miltlia regiments ^af such a moment as , 

, somefurther ameliorations, the oppressive t^is, .have been clearly pointed onroy a 
severity of that mstitutioa flight be still noble visconnf (Sidmouth;,. as weU aslfc? 
spore alleviated^Tbe age ofme men sub- effect which this measure must have, jo uaj- * 
ject to the’oneration of tbe Vallof should derroining the present militia establish* 
be reduced, mid ought not, I thinkf to ex? meut altogether, by disgusting the- officers. 

- tend beyond IvetUy-five years : \M period Their pghence has already been snflfc#q4ty« 
of service should also &e limited tried, 
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ng to impreip them with|sbe*v that all the duty laid on sugars, after , 
ir corps are to be degraded 4 ] a certain amount, fell on the planter* and not 

on the consumer; and. contended that even 
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into merepabsidiary battalions, to beetft- 
. ployed in drilling recruitB for the line. But 
•if ever this expedient was objectionable, 
is doubly so at this moment, when the c_ 
fence of the kingdom should be #our cbie, 
concern, and when the militia is more liki 
ly than ever to be called into that activi 
service for resisting invasion, for •which 
institution was peculiarly framed.— 
hese topics, my lords, have already been 
SO ably discussed, thdl it would be presump- 
tuous in me to suppose, that 1 could add 
any thing to the force df the arguments 
that bjave beep urged. I shall conclude, 
therefore, with declaring that I cannot 
give my assent to the bill now before us, 
-when it Sr particular provisions appear to 
me so objectionable, when the advantages 
to be expected frop it ore so inconsidera- 
ble, and when its immediate objects woulcl 
be rendere4 wholly superfluous, by the 
adoption of measutes commensurate with 
the exigency of our situation. — -The ques- 
tion being then put, tliat the bill be read a 
second time, a division took place : Contents 
42; Non-Contents, 15; Majority, Cf7 

OF CO^ATOTCS. 

^ Mb ffc]/, Avguslt^ 10. 

^ [West-Indc*. Colonies/K^ Mr. Eltis, 
^pursuant to notice, rose to catl theetten-«j 
tion ol the house to this most important 
eubject. 'He did not mean to detain the 
Jiousq by going at any length into the ques- 
tion, because it must be Obvious to any 
geiidemanwho should examine the report 
of the comfrittee on tbe^ commercial state 
of the West-India Colonies, that some re- 
lief was necessary to maintain tbe interests 
of those colonies, ft wotfd be impossible to 
carry into effect, during the present session, 
any remedies to which that house was to be 
a party, but he must recommend it to the 
right. hon. tbe chancellor of the exche- 
quer,, to direct his attention to this most 
* ijiterestifigsubject during thp recess, in or* 
der that he might be prepared with some 
means of alleviating tbe distress of the 
West-India planters in the ensuing session 
visbed to difefet the attenlioif of that 
__ hon. gent, to the subject «mcye 
' anxiously, because he hacf reason to ap- 
prebend that it was the opinion of that figfw 
bon. . gent., ibat a reduction of the duty 
ppoti sugars WoulcT not be any relieY to thtd 
hon./m ember £heti went 
r i5to tK^ Oasider gli^Jaf fVeport, to 
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if the reduction of tbe duty should not im- 
mediately relieve the planter, it would 
have the effect of increasing the^consump* 
tion, by which* me^ps the market, at pre- 
sent overstocked,-. might be cleared and 
tbe increase of the consumption would aug- 
fment the revenue. The employment of 
sugar in distilleries would also have con- 
tributed to tbe relief of the planter?, by 
adding to the consumption of the article, 
but the objection that existed against it 
rendered that impossible. Whilst the 
market was unrestrained, the price of sugar 
had kept pace with the rise of the dutyt but , 
the contrary had beep the case ever since 
the year 1 800. If Ibe ports of Europe 
were to be shut agaiusp them, the planters 
would’ have but the noine-market to look 
to, and what would be their prospect with 
an import of 1 00;000/. above the consump- 
tion, Unless that consumption tboulcj be 
encouraged ? Another remedy suggested 
in the Report he should not then dwell up- 
on, because he did not wish to force his 
majesty’s ministers to any premature de- 
claration upon the subject, nor was he - 
disposed to give rise to any discussion 
which might assume that intemperate tone 
that characterized the proceedings in ano- 
ther country. He hoped, if a reduction in 
the duty upon brandy was in contempla- 
tion, that it would be accompanied with 
a reduction of the duty upon rum.' On 
all these grounds he moved a resolution, 

“ that the house should, early in the next 
session of parliament; take into considera- 
tion the report of the committee on the Com- 
mercial State of the West-India colonies." 

Mr. Rope jipi. secortded tho motion. He 
expressed vhis conviction of the urgent ne- 
cessity of tits case, and was sorrv ^^liHJLtMe ^ 
state of thA session Would not allow the 
house to go'dnto it. 

The Charceflor of tHt Exchequer bad no 
objection tp the motion of *the hon. gept., * 
and, certainly the Handsome quid candid 
mavn^Yn which he had brought It forward 
/d&imed the attention of the house. For 
himself, he could answer, that the subject 
should have his nfbst serious attention. He 
did not thinkjt necessai* to go further iffto 
the queptiorffcthen, though, he,ahould say, 
that it^was impossible to road the Repqrt 
without feeling how interesfigg the subject 
was •frofcs the circumstances of so large 
a pmss of property being V’ 


iiuvolved 


ito 
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difficulty, not to use any stronger terns. J tion, nor, be believed, that gS mj tefmbfr 
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He could therefore assure the hon. gent 
that hie majesty’s ministers would not lost 
any time that could be profitably applies 


oj^he committee, to grdiind wp tnotioa 
upon it in the present session Ji because it 
would require much time (of gentlemen *6 


to this 'subject, and that next session someltnake themselves acquainted with the whald* 
measure %oulcf be brou^it forward to ob- K>f the circumstances. As an individual 
viate^he difficulties at present existing. Lneroberhf parliament, and not as a mem- 
’ Mr. Lvshington was glad to find that the her of the committee, he might feel fain*- 
attention oftbe house was at last directed J%elf called upon to submit some resolutiohl 
ta West-1 ndia interests.* The circum-j to the* house on the subject, though such a 
stances in which the colonies were placed 
by the abolition of the slave trade, con- 
trary to the opinion of the planters, gave 
them a claim upon Jthe legislature. The 
Report said, that unless some immediate 
remedy were to be &pnhed, ruin would be 
the consequence to thje West Tudies; but 
it would be five o months before any 
Legislative remedy could be applied, and 
this was one of the uircumstances that con- 
tradicted that passage, which ministers 
had introduced into his majesty's sptcch at 
the close of the last session, that the dis- 
solution took place at a time when no ma- 
terial inconvenience to the public business 
would arise from it, 

Mr. Hibbert was happ> to observe the 
very candid manner in which th*s subject 
' had been brought forward, and which was 
much more calculated to produce an im- 
pression on the house, than the use of 
stronglr language. The hon. gent, then 
waimly urged the claims of the West-India 
proprietors on thclegislatufe, agreeing with 
the hon. inember^vho preceded bun that 
the dissolution of parliament had been the 
cause of inconvenience in this respect; and 
contending, that tJie justification of that 
measure was unsatisfactory to the West- In- 
dia interests, as well as to many persons 
in that house, who had no ambition to ob- 
tain any place in the* admifiistraron. — The 
resolution was then put a'ndtLgmd to. 

TTtB FinakoI.] Mr.* 

Sanies brought up the second fcport of the 
committee of finance respecting the Bank. 

The report Was ordered to lfe An the table ; 

"buW>n the motion that it be printed, the hon. 
gent, thcgjght it necessary to\ ay a -few 
words. It was not m consequence tr 
inattention on the part of the commute! 
that this report had not been presented 
eogn«£t but, from the various details into 
which it was neceq&ry to ent&c it had been 
, found impossible to presents ISonfr to the 
house, lfet if the report hid been laidj 
before the befluse as early as he w. first 
had reason tofs^pect, i twas not hfs inten- 

( • 
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proceeding might, and probably wuuHtpb* ^ 
rendered unnecessary by the regulation* m 
which might be adopted by the governors 
of the company.— The report was then or- 
dered to be printed.— The hon. gertt. next, 
presented the third report from the fi- 
nance committee, respecting sinecuYe flfr 
fices, places, and pensions, held under thd 
crown. A4ter the repoft was brought up 
and road, the hon. gent, observed, that 
tjiis report had been f^ppared by^The com- 
mittee pursuant to an instruction from the 
house of the seventh of last month. Im- 
mediately on receiving the instruction, the 
committee had issue„d its precepts, and the 
return to these precepts formed the matter 
of ihe/eport which waB just read. It would 
be for the house to judge whether any * 
vote should be founded on* th& report, and < 
he did not knoj^bhether h^Kould movecj 
that in its pre*Rit btate it fi ould bespTr&^t 
ted, becagp» returns had been received^ 
| # only fbr a small part of Scotland, and but* \ 
one or two fiom Ireland. lie hoped, how- 
ever, that the whole would be completed* 
by next session, when he should be able to 
take such a course as might s*em most 
eligible. — The Report was then ordered to 
be printed. * • 

[Petition or Dji. Hiuhmoee.] Mr. 

IV. Smith observe^, that he had a Petition 
in his hand containing matter* of a very 
grave and serious nature. The statements 
in the petition were such, thaf though no 
man was more disposed than he was to lay 
any complaint before the house,* he woulS 
have hesitated to present it were it not tfaajj 
it contained matter of great moment tdlfe© 
public in general. The petitioner Na* 
ihatnel Highmore had studied the civil law . 
for 1 1 gears at Jesus f allege, Cambridge ; 
had performed his exercises with aj p%use, 
and taken out Jus degree of doctor. Phe 
grievance was, that lie was ttdt permitted to 
practise in Doctors Commons, in tonse- 
quence of the refusal of th* archbishop of 
Canjteroury, to give hi A thenropel* authqp 
rrtyC PfKbad app^ed for 'nedres^to 

• 
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tfefWPivfWfeir «fe$pfe} fee neglected tott^jr / 
■«**»*•• k migfet fee mnw ifrw^ ip tbr 
«t*?Kky tfeel fep efepuW bf m% wv % po*nt 
Jhrt rsquiwl ww« qttentmi from ibe t*> 
They apprehended that the *<* | 
cicty w <wto b?cQj(jfe i«cooViBn»^tly turner 
**Ous. A? ,tu thgrpqjfct, Ifeer© WMHijy «pp 
y**fled no reeyon to think that. those who 
wore to smdy \ \ yean at Cambridge More 
tfecy were whnitteck wM iiKmmmodt the 
fmety* supposing tjiei thfc were w argu- 
ment wt&fey. o i any attention, The power 
to reject Without appeal was too great to 
be entru$ted,lo any «©&a. This gentleman 
fefrt gwa through all the form^ and if the 
power of rejection without appeal was to fee 
allowed, the gwuri^e would go tin* length, 
that pot opfy those wt^deairedto be admit* 
ted* but. those who ww already admitted, 
would be dependent entirely on Hie arcb* 
bishop. But it was said that the archbishop 
had granted his fiat, without knowing that, 
the petitioner w&s in. dear on’s orders, a&4r 
withdrew it upon, receiving wfoimatnwi that 
this was the case- T^is, however, was oofr 
.ailed ged publicly. A Ilshat was aJJedged 
wap, that the thing was uoir agreeable to 
thq practising doctors, He bad. some other 
things- to state, but a© be had taken up the 
time of the bpuse sotoog* be would finish 
for the present, trusting %it. the- house 
would take up the matter- with t-hgt s&i&nsp 
ness, which its importance seemed to de- 
serve.-«XbP boo, gent, theq presented the 
petk>PP# which was read at. the table. It 
stated, 44 that the petitioner., Nathaniel 
Highmore, doctor and professor of; civil 
law* and member <^JJ?sus college, Cam- 
bridge,. was, during W* years, a student of 
civil law. in ihp university of Cambridge, in 
consequence of which he obtained the de* 
gr.ee pf dttpi$i^and professor of civil law.; 
and that w degree has ever been held, as 
Uy.tfee stajuW apd canon law. 
qualificqtionjfor* and as-. giving a right to ex- 
er^sedieprotessKm ol, mi ecclesiastical ml- • 
voc&iein llW<:oflrtS;<>f qfyil and canon 1 m, 
hoiden, in Ljfoctprs Commune and which * 
courts are4vace4 under- the adteivistmion 
of t^e^fffchbishpp of Cftgtorbury ; and that 
’ rights*, privilege, and immunities of 
thaqui varsity of Qaqi bridge are guaranteed 
and secured by? dWere? royal: patent «a^d 
charters, concerning tltdCsame to its dm* 
icrentmemWi^ and iotbdic; several. acadc* ) 
ttuk alnqc. degrees ;6 by.one of which chatters, it 
ySLespeoaliy ftrpvkfcd, thetamctori in civil 
*W sbafr^xperi«<H« neither hindrance nor 
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.. « the common lqw weft 

by,* be Wwb«e" i b At they uewr 
$#4 »|th.opt i&Wlh aud ubere lay an 
. ^fpp^al \o Jthe 18 judgai. Bm ^be present 
WjtWoWt bqd. in \auniHepjpte4. to te beard 
WSW W C9<tft|, m ^ the reason 
%.* ha^oj*. cofl* to, parl^qatot, fox v<£- 
et’efs. To*, reqsoo privately q^sigue4 for 
• «J?i a, % tfffae wa^*publjcly asyjoed, was,., 
4l#t the p^M‘ 9 per «i| in deacon’s orders. 
Evep, if <wi»£ to. Ui«, Ifia was. to be ooosi- 
4w«<i«a vjpskitiMil person, it was, no*, a 
/ rgrwpp wbj bp. sboui4 no* practise* in a 
court o£ civil. af*4, ecclesiastical law, and 
•f joopf. aspfta^ly as tlje ,ra.ctice. was, tijj 
h. o f Hairy the §,tli, purely coined 
S&* aptrtbal pertops ; awl. t,bT*£bapcellor. 
Jksbips of th*. djopeses, wepe still ij^tbe beads 
f pf spiritual persons. TUe public bad. a 
strong interest in this ce*e, for <* appeared 
tfcbfi.^cjfie^ljy.e sjilewjnd,, tbs* persons 
H) dea.conXordera were unqualified, for prac- 
tising in the ecclesiaslica) court,, anil that 
without any (.legislative provision Qi) the 
subject. Tbe-bpn. gen*., thpn adveried to 
^it ( hpolf written, by. pnn of ibe. Civilians, so 
- lU^asa 19 ^^ wiuph contbinsd. a passage, 
8tptipg,iba*, in»l764^,apersop, iu deacon’s 
o^dpr,*, ba^l applied tp vcbhi?hop, decker, 
a^d; we, rqjbcted* becapse it. waq n»pr* 
to, due dqctor’a practising; and, 
t^e.fpa^on was. tha* they, apppshpuded the 
wou|4. become too uimp>ruus.if tbj% 
Uj*v perudlted., IJootora, therefore, ap-. 
pgar«d to djjEfer op thia.poip* ; buptbia wri- 
Utr, seemed to thinly that being m cjeacony 
ordem was no objettlon.; b*i(. tba* the 
jectiwn was. because it wa»> ejQTa agreqablf 
to the- actual ^pctitidtiers, who weraap. 
ju-ebea^ive tha*. the society, would i bpWwp 
iupopve^eptjy. quinaruas, Npw, the* - 
ttWfcii ^ had siud^d a* Cnwhei* 
erriQramight becousideradjusin upa 
lH>g ur fdr tba/ r ,lWegea of 


in their adinwnol^jfa iriMfe- 



u»ri 


. *AJU^DE&ATE8, A0S8H 10, IWT^Cffic^ Ut tHmrti* . 


/|HM 


©le»i„tic.l «b(dnrwilbor«i||w( 

the cure of souU, die latter of tbo«ei a* 
fbe petitioner conceives, including the office 
of mi ecclesiastical advocate j and this* idj 
getber with the other charters of that tttrt* 
versity, wascoafii med ffkanect dfthe i!tbo> 
Eliaabetlf; and the petitioner further states, 
that^atmg received from the register o) 


consequence thereof duly and regularly 
Obtain the fiat of the archbishop of Cm 
terbury, in pursuance oi Which his grace’ 
rescript, or commission, appointing him 
to this eccWsiasticar office, was made oat, 
and sealed with the seM of the vicar-gene- 
ral of the province of ttmterbury > and that 
having, notwilbstandfhg such bis qualifi- 
cation and his c ommitstoft, been refused 
admission, to exercise thereunder his spi- 
ritual and cunOmeal profession, and having 
In vain appealed to the archbishop of 
Canterbury, as also to the visitors of the 
college of doctors of law, applying Ho his 
grace, and to the said visitors, for an hear- 
ing of his case, and Yor redress of the in- 
jury by him sustained, be' did carry his suit 
into the? court o 1 king’s bench, and did pp- 
ply lor a rule to shew cause why a manda- 
mus slftould not issue for has admission : 
winch .application was however refused by 
tiie shk 1 court, for the reason that the peti- 
tioner ha8 not been aide to K ew his right 
to be admitted to tl«« ecclesiastical office, 
on any grenade of which that court could 
take cognizance ; and unable as the peti- 
tioner thus was to obtaite^ in a court of ci- 
vil jurisdiction, ardfceucsion of his title 
and of his quahficaffltn for this spiritual 
office, he applied to the archbishop of Can- 
terbury for permission, in a court Of spiri- 
tual jurisprudence, to pteag> his/ ease, hut 
with which' application* for 
it wa» deemed utiadvi 
ply; an? that having been 
from the exercise of hie caxv 
rieal profession, *>n the *g\ 
having formerly takeir the 01 
•o&v he by the "refusal o 1 
to hie ease, been* deprived' of ' 


h public 
to to con*- 
excluded 
and cle* 
und of his 
rs of nddu* 
hearing 
|*pucta- 

mty of shewing, hr thp first place* thai 
was duty authorised to dives# himself, and 
did •divest himself, of *thoap orders) and 
•f hie deneai character smutd* secondly, 
Idiat although he were even teilfeefergyman, 
he would not tbeapby be disqualified*; and 
therefore pwqig r the louse, to (p bit 
Cue into eodsiderotion* Stod gnafW re*> 
Uxu^fo<|ueaMny Owe s m petytotv 


do Ue4ipoti the table, /7 
Thi Adi*cuie*Gm#nl oJMfrli* ihtum 
tfe hoe. gent, did not mm w iesthhl b 
any proceeding iraie#dietdl|«|fife thdfdeh 
.km, it would nut be necessary for hies Hi 
f go dt length into the consideration of II. 
He badwnly sd Mate, that the petitto* mm 
founded upon a greet misapprehension off 


the said imwg*sity « certificate of snob bibifoCtN; and a gffefct misapprehension <rf legal 
full and complete qualification, he did, iff! prinwptee* as applicable to those >M**» 


He did nut mean, however, to chafgp the 
misapprehension oft the hOn. gent. 

Mr* fV. Smith sufied, that the dttejp» 4 
turns in the petition were founded eg thft 
allegations in an affidavit tnade in theeuaft 
of king’s bench.^-1'ho pqjttfkm Whf tMk 
ordered to lie on the table, 4i 

[Omens is JUvanstfow.] Mr. Smtkm 
ruse to stftytnf, pursnana id aetiofq a fedt 
tion out the tabject Of granting offices in rgs 
version. If be mighfcassuvtie, wad be has 
f>ed he might, that the opinion pt the house 
had undergone ua alteration drt this poibt 
since their late resolution,- he thooght it * 
would be efuBCcesSdry for bus to trowufd 
tnem at any great taigte, ds be ttigW eit* 
pect an unanimous Ooacnrrense in tbe.pfro* 
positfon which he was abmft to toy fetefoNI * 
them. It wotfld be waste o# time forfeiafi 
to address tbenspfft any gre&hftifet#, UhSIfi * 
ho expected nfOppOAOot : jfSbt 
heard the* jpbad be#W demised m& 

.bjeM ortne bill passed by the ho usd 
against the granting of offices ia reversion. ' 
trenched on the jost prerogative of the 
crown, and that it would be of ad> red ser- 
vice to the public in point of CcoffOi&y. hd 
begged leave to say a few words on* $iesd 
topics.— With regard tm the prerogative ef 
the crown, he watt firmly peTsUtoded thai 
the object of tbet bill touched upon k bu t$ 
\ery little, and cbtdd not be property Said 
materially to trench upon It dt all. There 
was aUpresent an opportumtyibr MT undue 
dissipation ia that prerogative? add he wad 
onvipced that it would be more ftdl, be U 
ter exercised, and niuch more beneficiH, If' 
the granthig of offices* in revetitori sMailt 
be restrained hi* the manner pointed Odt 
oy the bill. It would cerWnfy be nftfte* 
strength hted than weakened;- for the grati* 
tude Jt persons entering upon the *evc^ 
mom, woqto' natbihlly be small 4 ^ hem they 
uonsidlenkp thlid in' some* mqpsnrer os a ves-r 
Lted- right, rather than * favour* conferred 
solety for services to the pdblio. llierd 
vtWijMa# tostonoes whMO these ifevertam# 
wdf# httbf by persons perfectly unfit hAk. 
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are especially in ibe cases ot| 
[by persont of the other sex. 

indeed, io some cites 
v i glaring, that no ministers 
; *ro~uid have ventured to recommend 
grants in the first instauce, without th 
danger of creating the strongest sensation in] 
the public mind, and of exposing them 
. selves to the severest animadversions.— Bu 
it had been said, . that in point ofeconom$t 
bject would bqof no advantage to the 1 
r public* Directly it might not* But qer- 
» tainly the committecPeipected, and he was 
giersuaded that the expectation was well 
Jbimded, that the establishment of the 
principle would' ultimately lead to much 
Practical economy. Several offices afforded 
very large emoluments# while they had no 
duties attached to# them* The^committee 
might judge it proper to review these 
offices, and see reason to subject some to 
.stew regulations, and advise the total abo- 
lition of others. But, if, in the mean time, 
the practice was persisted iu of granting 
these reversions, the labours of the com- 
mittee would meet with increased difficul- 
ties ; and parliament seeing no prospect of 
f any immediate benefit from whatever ar- 
rangements they^could propose, might be 
'tmoTO calltoftstfad indifferent respecting this 
w fopo rtant opffcct. On theliijiriiiciples, he 
e£g>resuihed,. tbethouse had aototed the re- 
. solution formerly submitted foSt o» this 
' subject, and on the same principles con- 
curred unanimously in the provisions of the 
bill which, be (Mr. Bankes) had the honour 
to cpriry up to. the house of* lords. , What 
the fate of that bill had been# the house had 
an opportunity of ascertaining from the re- 
pprt of the committee appointed to examine 
*tbe lords' Journal^, for their proceedings 
Upon it. It appeared that it had been put 
off to a term to .which there .was no proba- 
bility that this session would -extoia^, and 
consequently that it* might be considered 
as totally lust ibr the present. Iu order, 
therefore, that no inconvenience might 
the public service, as the legislative 
measure bad failed, and what bad before 
be an th e prerogative, might now be. con- 
ns in force, he -thought it the duty 
r that house to widre ss his majesty, that 
m w/uld be* graciously pleased not to graqt 
miy,. offipes in reversion, till hath houses 


the subject mast fully. It 
Enind hft proposed to move the 
i might be thought that it would 1 


on this 


with whom he acted, were ©^opinion, that i 
ifhe bouse ought not to resort to any act, 
which might betray a disposition to usurp 
the legislative functions of the other house. 
*rhe constitution had defined the duties of ( 
both, and be couHFoot contribute more to 
the interests of* toat house, than by con- 
fining it within its just and natural Ifmits* 

It had been suggested to him, therefore, 
that if a bill were to have 1>een brought in, 
it might appear to he an attempt to do that 
by the single act of that house which 
should be done by the act of the legislature# 
The mode he proposed to adopt was alto- 
gether free from such an objection, and 
there were severalfastances on record 1 , in * 
which, whilst enquires were carried on by 
that bouse, it had addressed his majesty to 
suspend the exercise oftertain prerogatives 
until the result of such enquiries should be 
known. With such a view he had framed 
his motion, and if the house was disposed 
to support the principles when it agreed to 
the re&olution last session, and* passed the 
bill this session, he was convinced that 
there would be an unanimous concurrence 
in his motion. He then moved , u that an 
hupible address be presented to his majes- 
ty, that he would be graciously pleased not 
to grant, in any part of his majesty's do- 
minions, any office, place# employment, or 
salary, in reversion, or for joint lives with 
benefit of survivorship, -until six weeks 
after the commencement of the next ses* 
sion of parliament." Before the question 
was put, he had one observation to make, 
which he would take the liberty to add by 
way of notice, namely ^that he meant, in 
an early period of At session, to move 
for leave to brihg in a similar bill to that 
which bad passed that house this session# 

— 'On theVfuesfion beihg put. 

The Hons J.4V* Ward said it was not hi* 
iptentiotitotSJter upon any longdisgUttiOAOtv,^ 
present, andwe now only' rose to ex press that 
surprise ancHtegret which he could not help 
feeling at Jesuit ofthd enquiry of the 
cdtnmittee ifliich had -been* appointsd^to * 
Journals* of thq lofds. relative! 
roceedings upon the Reversion 
From this it appeared# that that im- 
portant bill , had been rejected. But he 
could not helptodbg^v^y much surprised 
at this, because it wa* an unusual thiSg 


examine tj 
to ‘ * 


qhould have ah opportunity of eonsiifringJ that a bill which bad metwith sq very tlen**' 


defan opposition [no 


from se^ 


, a ^ joutonone, 

#eral garters of tfce ; bSSsf,!— which had 
met «wfnyno ■ opposition * inLtliat house, 
whiqhvwwduaeetedagustsi prataebuseSf 
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an object to peculiarly necessary itythe bfthebouw-^a onc wbo, witb^ kecn anif 
present circa ms lances of the country^ evaficfouaeyesat feasting Ap$n the hopes 
should be rejected in the other bouse. It reversions to himself, feis ^smilv, and 
was a subject of very great regret, too^ dependents-- [bear 1- hear fjy-or *• permit 


with him, both on account of the failure of 
a most important objdht, and also on ac- 
count of uie indication tnat was manifested 
of a Ivan t of disposition in the other bouse 
to co-operate'With the house of commons 
in restraining the undue expenditure of th^j 
public money. Ofcourse, the house could 
know nothing of the detail of the proceed- 
ings in the other house on that bill ; and, if 
it could be known by any indirect means, 
it would, of course* b^jrregular to allude 
to it here, But, onsfljjnust patu rally sup- 
pose that it was matwely considered and 
amply debated in a fofl bouse [hear, bear]; 
that the whole proceedings were conducted 
with that gravity and serious deliberation 
which the importance of the case required, 
that all the ministers of the crown attended 
in their places, [hear, hear,] as it was 
their duty *to do, in order manfully and 
openly to oppose the bill, if they thought 
it an improper one, or to support it with 
all their strength, if they were of a contra- 
ry opinion ! It must at least be supposed, 

• that if the house was not so full as it might 
be, their lordships. Out of respect to their 
own character, and a doe regard to the 
unanimous opinion of the house of com- 
mons, wot Id have consented to an adjourn- 
ment of the debate on the bill for a short 
time, in order to enable those who might 
be absent to attend their duty ! . [hear, 
hear !] It must be supposed that the dis- 
cussion on so impotent a bill Was not dis- 
graced by an empQ* house, lest there 
should be an appearance of gross neglect, 

insufferable insolence, or some motives of 
a worse description 1 Of coors^ the com- 
mons could not be supposed t^ficnow who 
PffQfWPCd^ (be rejection of that bill, or by 
whom that motioA of rejeetflaa was sup- 
ported. But they might be rally assured 
that it could no* have bebntoy a person 

* mhg was himself in the possesion of a re- 
wt-rwonary /Rftice of* great emolument. 

[ hear! bear!] They might bSM&tered 


dependents— [bear ! • hear l_ 
whose delight was to hunC after that «p<H 
jfeies of property called by the civilians 1h6 
heredita** luttuysa. In that house of plff* 
liament, which consisted of 400 members* . 

£ t was quite ridiculousto suppose that orijy 
& wore present at the inglorious and in* 
decent rejection of tips bill. 'He insisted, 
that notwithstanding the voice of the aris- 
tocracy, the house oftommons^bould die - 4 
charge its duty to the country* and adopt 
sC mode to prevent any thing front 

occurring. He hoped tbayhe fiSuse would 
persevere, and bring forward a similar bill* 
session after session, until they convinced 
the house lords, that the people artdth* 
commons of England were not to be tram< 
pled upon. • 

• The Chancellor of Me Exchequer did not* 
feel any objection to the motion of his bon. 
friend, and had risen Only in consequence 
of what had fallen frotn the hon. gent, whet 
had just sat down, to state why he did odft . 
object to the present motion, and the 
grouifds of the conduct which he hddofr** \ 
served with respect to this measure, Whets * 
it had been before in its pr^rA thrOdgfcp 
that house. JCnd he thought tbis^tbr 
more neceBfdry after the idgenioas*eourse. 
which th^non. gent, who bad just sag'* 
down 'had taken, by which, *in a way cer- * 
tafnly perfectly parliamentary,* be con- 
trived to throw out the severest animad- 
versions oil the servants of the crow i£ The 
reason for the non-attendance of the mjjhts-* 
lers of the crown probably ugu, thgt they 
had not thought the bill of such importance 
as necejsarily to require their attendance^ 
Two opinions see meet to prevail respecting' 
the importance of the bill. Some thought 
it of vast importance, with a view to pur*' 
poses of (economy, while others consider-; 
ed it formidable, as trenching on the pre- 
rogative of the crown. In neither of these* 
opinions did he concur. He thought them 
was nothing in it that mater iaBg trenched 4 
on the prerogative of the crown, for he" 


k was utterly icppossihle that the nutioiNff considered it as a matter of nice calculation/ 
f»j«clion could not ihave been supported 'whetkef it increased or diminished-* th®ore* v 
by isuf'isus who was aitasady gprsed with rqgative. If it diminished it in one view, it 
thT spoils and plunder of thsmeuistry bv certainly berthed it in another; and where* * 
i i person loaded wstbireveraibfS these deep the matter was so nicely balanced, het^d not 
' in, tug. .family* aMMjgy. Far Kiss could ht think there could be any reasonable grounds' 
suppose, that jri|tfKxftiap‘ tor its rty/ctioif i‘or supposing that thw prerogative could 
should be seconded by. :«uotb > ^ pvsoo. be /mattHaMy trenched upon. 1 As 
Whusa.«att^toftdt isyordsd latfcp^au^al* ikeq^n^ii^jg^ii^qtt bs % 
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only n^gri^ein in the vie* that had been hie connection with whom be had himself j 
tinted by bis thou. friend (W. Bashes) ; otpapn to be proud, bad on ibis and every 
tome i fuse aught in tins way be saved inf other occasion exercised bis own jtidgimete 
the reward ’of vices. Bet it ought tp be with a view to the public interest Nor * 
recollected, that this method of reversions thing could be more unfounded orrkhcti* 0 

IMM lllA kikcf MM«r »vf Mhulrmn MAuUInn Iaiii titan tk* that tk* kuM ' 


was the best way pf snaking provision tor 
th$ families of meritorious servants of th« 
public, without imposing any new burthens 
*n the public. It was once a mode of pro, 


loss than the stattfhent, not that he had 
heard in that home} but that h& reached 
ius ears from another quarter, that, mitred 
of manfully opposing the measures them* 


viding lor lord chancellors, to whom, foflWlve*, ministers* had sent others down to 


Instance, the rever^on of a tellership of] 
the exchequer ought be granted, instead of j 
w* the provision now to uw in &urh cases* 
On the one side, therefore, he thought 
there w «^jhfc great advantage to be expect- 
ed feMsOffw hi point of economy, and 
op the other be* saw no reason to fear any 
dauyr to the prerogative of the crown. If 
l| vRgp asaqmed, that this was a measure of 
great importance, on one band, in point 
of economy, or on the other with a view 
to an Hifru^emeat on t bo prerogative, ii' 
certainly ought be considered as the duty 

# of the ministers ofr the crown to attend. 
But those who adopted neither of these 
gpmaone, would of coarse act as if they 
considered it as a matter of no* uncommon 

j Interest* When, therefore, km horu friend 
^ bad proposed the measure, he had not 
^ ^thought te odtesaary to .qpposc it, but at 
(he saw tiashhe did not ivaTd it m that 
• greutand favourable light inShich it had 
. appeared to others. The boougeo trover 
' the way, had expressed his surprise at the 
ejection of the fete, hat he saw no reason 
why ho should he surprised at the exercise 
of its* rights by any ferauch*te the legitk* 
tuMk. k woo the right of the other house, 
undoubtedly^ to reject or approve, and 
nsdirg could ho more prejudicial to this 
ImwHiHhmi tovosunae a dictating authority, 
npd to attempt to dp* fey rtsown act what 
optetanty be properly dun* by an act of 
tb*le$ftau*e« Auto the disgrace hppufed 
% Shn hen*' member, for the manner in 
which the measure had been* dmpooed of 
im an te ha a^pfase, be sho uld teove that* to 
ate** te deride. Bte certainly no person 
moNhaowte diwter mated on such a quo- 
tkmvfhmmn who cigeynd an office that 
h ad d i tehnd upon bigs by a mvermmmry 
gpeaU Ik hud never understood Ws k 
wonteeadteniptalian te deprave surkpej- 

* tenanf ibeir offices, and he* wo t bro mb re 
at a knete coaoewe, why person# of th#^ 
doscroption might not an well aon o y other 
persons eneoraHttbri* disteRtmm ufo* the 
jpnessft quead^Brrim individual 
tht.hutLAfiWU^Hkdti d AM&k. and of 


reject it. If that statement had made any 
impression eitbei 1 there or in the country, 
he was glad to take that opportunity of re 
moving it. There was no candid mind that 
would not allow, that If he were lobe ac* 
touted by sucji fehttnga, be could, never 
have selected a voiw person for the pur* 
pose, than one ao fiqaily connected with 
as the person that bad been al lu ded 
to. He was ready, however, distinctly ter 
state, that he certainly had known that it 
was the intention of that person to oppose 
the measure, an- what appeared to hint 
great ODUstitutional grounds oV objection* 
This be bad known from a convcnatrom 
which he bad with that person on the sub- 
ject, in winch that person bod expressed, 
surprise that be bad sntored the measure 
to pass that bouse without opposition* 
But, if be could not produce any change 
in that person’s opinion, so amber bad 
any been effected in his own, and he ed- 
[emitted that lie Lxad frit surprise & the ao 
Live opposition made to the meson re from 
that quarter. Nothing* could be farther 
from his thoughts than to influence any 
person on the subject ; so for from it, time 
lie had assured fade bon. friend in a connuir 
tricarion which he bad wish him since, that 
whether hr should bring forward his mo- 
tion for an. address or not, do act on the* 
trot of hikmqjpty’s government would be 
ream ted uL tlifet com* kvterfoiw with hi* 
Views; Sejant tjhe present «sp trays 
brought, hrated given mu ban. Intend hi»^ 
even kbr should not bring 
forward any fodtidu, the practice of grant- 
ing places mlmmmon, should be dmcqtp*' * 
tinned mgft the siAfcct abated cm* 

peered So him et all t# mteufera with ter 
Ijost rmpectdwriesbe other brmsrh pfahri * 
iegpaletUTWr hpehoald have refioted itv h Sr 
tevtappantepteltiaitohuwe nosueh eba* I 

support. - \\ 

(W hearing who* had fate* from tee ehao* 

1H¥» ed |h*.. oa th aq uao i ^ had i m 



1Mb] VASftl^BEBATfcS, Altotrst^O, lW'*-r<S&eeffiRei>#iioi£ * {L16C • 

• morning r ece iv e d a letter from bis cdmqH committee of finaoceto sfottkMr* The duke 
tueiua on the very subject now before tSe ^Bedford, then lord IvKute&iaf ot Ireland, 
bouse, requesting him to give ba stre- being influenced by the\tttf* spirit of 

I ftuoufi support to tbe revival of die reeerj- economy which actuated tw ttmdsof hip 

f sfon bill; and indeed fee feeling was gone* majesty's confidential advisers in ihiecotfis* 

J*1 ferengbout fee wbA country. try, .would haft abolished the office if d 

Lqrd Henry Petty expreaied his defence badbeetf in bis power so to do; bat, H 
in epmioa brum the right bon* the Chao- feund on enquiry, that a rptmue was ettf 
sailor of tHb "exchequer, as to the impev- mi led upon him } he did then all that wag 
fence ot tbs bill to wbidt the motion then Ri that case left for him fo do 5 be took c M 
beicureth* bourn referred.. That right bon* that during has admiailprattoii *»ffee afetfr# 
gent* waa of opinion, that it was a matter of Ireland, do reversfoftaty interest of (halm: 
of extreme doubt, whether the pre*oga|ive Ktsstne should be grunted* The right 
of. fee croani reqeiyc4 any additional hwu gca t., lpw«wr f staled, vdtfr i*e* 
Strength, or was dimamthed by the pro- ferduce to wber was supposed t& bme patfe 
visions of that bill; aujf also, whether con- <-d m Mother place, that atoutri* lord, WhW 
ctdered as a matter cfpubbc economy, it already possessed a reversionary iDtefoef^ 
was to be considered^ being adrcanfegfo*]* might be considered ope o 4 thettagt dp 
or disadvantageous to the imereslsof the persona to Ipeak upon the subject. Sow* 
public, in fed, that right hoc u gent, to make ami this case, the right jjoiv. getit.* 
thought it to be so unimportant, that he should at least base proved, that a pfersow 
waa rather mcihard to believe that be did Jit such a situation mass be completely >aw 
not attend ,!» hia place in feat hos^e, on usdrdthat the measure, of hie desire* must * 
the different discussions which took place of course be folk Until be did this, wbu.lv 
upon the subject. Now, be (lord H. Petty) would be extremely. difficult tor him to do, 
was of & very opposite opimuu , he did con*. lie could not support his proposition. Um 
oeive that two most important principles fortunately, however, tor his argument, am 
were involved in. the coils uforaftkm of that instance was glanced at m the course ot the* 

* question. Was it not, in the first pface, debtee, in which the persoAVdludeeU to bad* 
of some impot tance, that person* of # abi- two* reversionary interests ; and it natural"? 
Iky should b* appointed to ill different of- ly folio wod^fat, where ttys strong desire 
fives in fee service of fee public ; and for emoligiMt was manifested, fee person* . 
was it not of atime importance also, that "might^ very probably be ready Vo accept a* • 
the legislature should provide that his ma- third, or would even have no objection tar 
jesty should 'not "be depriqpd. o£ fee fair the acceptance of a fourth for himsdt off', 
exercise of his prerogative, in selecting some branch of his family, fti ever>*po:ith> 
such only as he thought qualified to fill the of view in which he could consider the sub** 
offices ? This power, tH practice .of grant- ject, he thought it to be such as deseftredft. 
ing places ixs reversion might deprive him his utmost apprdbation, and* from ‘every* 

iu many instances. Andiin- the second additional discussion that it underwent, liw* 
place, was it not of pome contidarable im- was strengthened y\ his foimer opinions on 
portance, wife a view to publicueconoroy tbia-subject. The bouse had itself declared 
that if at any particular *tjna| an office its opinion almost unanimously, they had 
should be* declare cl to*be usahWwith re-* done dffiat they conceived tube essential ^ 
spect to public service, and soph a^ ought to the public interest, and he hoped that 
to be abolished, was it ho| oi sdme very that htfuse, the great inquest* of fee nation, 
^material ’importance, feat it should be \p would continue to proclaim its jjpwion 
*tbespower of»nie servants of ttys crown to with all the weight which it carried wife it, 
abolish the fJffioe upon the office beriming to the other branch of the legislature, to* , 
vacant? There was, for* instance, a *ckfe .the crown, and to fee country, iu fee most 11 
that occurred last yeai% in which it Would firm and dignified maapqjv He bopedJthat' 
have been well if the snqpqure, which was the other house might by next session! of - 
thyitppken of, had beOTSo long }n force, pdHialnent, view fee subject in 4 more* 
as feat places wdfe enttrelW Jfefe on tbe favourable light, and that then fee bill* 

I death of The present Occupant Tile place fcould naye a better fate. 
f of Customer of tb^fort of Diiblin beyame< Sir Jphn'Sebrightoweitft to his ronntry, to 
vacant by tbe death of the lafot officedwho his qdBstituents, and to himself, to deCjartf # 
filled that place* That was* one ofVhe hie full a^d^nure concurrence in ttormo— 
places which it was recommended by Ibe \ian df fee hqpogfcnt., arid he J^sdld pint * ’ 






waafto teak a matter of nfrwt 
autprise*. which happened to escape the 
notice ef hie hop. ftfeud (Mr. Ward) ; it 
bt; m Mt».teh£m natter wf extreme surprise; if 
^l^heeid he possible that the lord chancel? 
ef w, who deliveredrthe speech ia^be name 
m\ o£bia majesty, in which the laboers ^f the 
iw committee of finance were most graciously 
jonoticed j; if it were possible' tlfat the mne 
icVlord chancellor could afterwards ever have 
v t ; thought of opposing the first fruits of their 
w labour* which was brought before him in 
thajfi>rn» of a legislative- proceeding. It 
b» would also be to him p matter of extvttqr* 
w "dinary surprise, iftbe should be told that a 
n noble lord, who cohld not certainly be a 
e stranger to official proceedings, taking up 
» a paper, and on looftpg at it, expressed 
U his surprise most innocently, saying, 41 Oh ! 
c dear ; so the reversion bill has been rejec- 
ted in the lords ! M If be should happen to 
e be informed of such circumstances, he 
* must confess that be should be a good deal 
f surprized. But then, some said that the 
» measure would trench, on the royal prero- 
‘ gative,, and therefore it was objectionable, 
i Now, he did not hesitate to say, that with 

> him an objection of t hat-sort had very little 
I weight, as he was decidedly of opinion, 

> that in many instances the prerogative of 

t the crown, inasmuch as it obtained in- 
fluence, ought to be diminished, Borne 
gentlemen, however, took.it in another 
view, and talked of coercing the other 
house of parliqpent. Tttis was what could 
not bear a serious answer*— to talk of coer- 
cing phem was ridiculous. But so much 
would he ppy, that it WS£ the acknowled- 
ged righted duty of the house of commons, 
to guard Ihn , public purse; and that, as 
guardians public purse, they ought,' 

in a y iaasta e oL finance^ which was pcculi-* 
afly pelr pVpyfcce* jjto persevere until they 
m%hi pos&itoW gt length convince^he other w 
lipusgof tbeftrengthand propriety of their 
argupteu&s*. jHg should be glad, if it were 
possible, thatA resolution should be framed, 
expressive of whajt appeared lobe tjben&a«» * 
nimousjipinion of the house oh this sub-, 
jecj^lhat it should be carried up to thp 
house of lt*rde, and, that their lordships 
should then be cabled irpptt deliberately tp. 
expretstbej? opjsnbtt on it.— The qgpwian. 
wastlietiput Q^flr. Banft e’smbtion, which, 
wpa carried, qrnVcon. ; and it was ordered (| 
tfcat the address t sbou)4|p presented to (ms. ' 
niajesA by such members of that house as 
are fim members of his pjAjegtyY privy 
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[General Stats op Affairs.] +\ 
the motion, that this, house at its risjH 
do adjourn to Thursday next, 

Mr. fVhitbreadTQBG. He observe#, that this 
country being at present surrounded by the 
most gloqmy prospectswhtch perhaps ever 
offergd to any nation,* evebts were not un- 
likely to occur which might induce irreme- 
diable distress, if the utmost vigour and 
vigilance were not employed by all the de- 
partments of the state to avert the evils 
that menaced us. In such a crisis, of 
course, he deprecated the prorogation of 
parliament ; pregnant, as the crisis was, 
with events which migh^rcnder it peculiar- 
ly desirable for prudei^ ministers to resort 
to parliament for advina. He hoped; there- 
fore, it was not intended by ministers to 
advise his majesty to prorogue parliament 
on Friday next, as rumour stated. Among 
the causes of gloom and alarm which this 
country at present witnessed, the hou. gent, 
noticed the*tate of our relations with a par- 
ticular power — lie meant Turkey ; with re- 
gard to which, that house and the country 
were really unable precisely to decide whe- 
ther we were at peace, or whether we were 
at war. An ambassador had been appoint- 
ed to that state, and yet what was the na- 
ture of our connexion with it, or ouf fu- 
ture prospeet regarding it, was quite un- 


calaptity v«~Tfae text poiofctipoa ' 
jtom gent, felt extremely wxfous for Infor- 
mation, was with regard toVmerica ; 
ther communication had beret* made by tip* 
American government upon the subject & 
a recent event on the American coast ; and 
whether any steps had been taken by mfo% 
ters in consequence of such communkp^.; 
tion ? This was a question with regard tt* , 
whifli the country felt extremely interest- 
ed, and partitularly^Rs to theprSbable 
result. These weqg the two important*.* 
points upon which be thought it his duty 
to apply to ministers for information, not 
only for the satisfaction of that bouse, but * 
of ther country. But with regard to the ' 
proposed prorogation, the hon. gent, calfibd 
the attention of ministers to other uftpor- 
tant considerations, which appeared whim 
strongly to fojrbid that proceeding so early 
|jtis was expected. According to the condi- 
tions of the Prussian treaty, it’was stipufor 
ted that our commerce should be excluded 
from all the ports eabject to that powevv 
and it was understood then, in consequence 
of that stipulation, a large expedition bad 
been* sent out, with an object in* view 
which exposed us to the liability of having 
a new enemy. The proMuliey even m 
such an event rught, in his opinion, strong- 
ly to impress upon the mfods of ministers, 


certain. •But he did not propose to pressj the immepAety of proroguing parliament*. 


any embarrassing questions upon his ma- j 
jesty's ministers as to this topic. There were, ' 
however, other .points upon which he was 
anxious, iu common with the country at 
large, to receive all the information which 
ministers could consistently afford. The first 
and dost important was with respect to the 
s^tussian treaty. Inlhaftreaty he observed 
an article specifically referring to tbe me- 
diation of Russia between t^ris countiy and 
France. Now, he wished to knbw whether 
any d treat communication had been re- 
ceived from the court of Petersburg!), in 
consequence of th\p article*? At tbe same 
.time, he could not help observing, that 
there was something 'w the present juncture 
peculiarly favourable for the restoration of 
peace upon honourable terms, if ministers 
dexterously availed themselves o f it. Think- 
ing so, he strongly recommended ministers 
Uaateept tlm proposal 6f negneiation ; and, 
• if they wotml an ter upon it® ahs^ spirit of 
1 peace, he Rad no doubt that*it would ter- 
r urinate in the establishment of tbatfinvtp> 
luable blessing but if ministers proceeded 
upon a different spirit, he had seriousYears 
that it would lead to great and pM&Anent 
Voi. IX. 


particularly as that probability must, in- the * 
nature of things, be so toon determine#. 
While the result oLsuch a proceeding wtii 
suspended, and with a just impression . 
the consequences, should the result be un- 
favourable, it would obviously be w wenfo 
any ministers to "keep parliament together, 
in order that they might occasionally 
sort t(f the aid of it$ counsel. But, there 
were many other reasons which should i ms- , 
press this advice upon ministers. Among* 
others* the incidents which* might arise t 
either out of a negociation for peace, or ti 
corn if) nance of war— tbe consequences 
which might result from tbe Btate of out < 
present relations with America| and from 
tbe nature of our prospects with other . 
powers ; all of which it mighrfre proper 
and nefcessary immediately to commw^tefe 
to parliament, enforced the propriety - tit 
postponing the prorogation. But. another,^ 
and a forcible reason for such postpone^* 
ment, was suggested by tbe present alarm- 
ing situation of our, West-Iqdia trade, 4 
thrOuglf which we were likely to base 
considerable a portion of our revtibw* cut 
off, V: d witfc regard Jo which, iolmediiaic N 

4 p. . 
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pj$<p>!dtngs ought of course fa* W taken by luejlilterrogatory erf the hon. gent* alluded 
parijament. Umftr all these circumstances, J^lanerica : now, upon this point, lean 
the bon* gent, expressed bis hope and wish* have no difficulty in communicating to the 
that ministers would not attempt to counsel bouse antfafo the public, the fullest informa- 
bk majesty to' prorogue the parliament so lion in xny power; and I am peculiarly 
soon as was reported* glad of tl»s opportunity which the hon. 

t Mr* Canning rose, and spoke to tbe fed- gent has afforded' me bf-so doing. Butjtrc- 
hM ii ng effect:— I do not rise, sir, for the -lore I enter into the* transaction to which 
ptorpoteef offering any argument to justify the hon. member's question itaftre particu- 
tU exercise of his majesty’s prerogative, I larly refers, I beg to state, that any circum- 
wifh regard to the prorogation of parlia- stances which may have occurred with re- 
Sw gyn t, or to state the Reasons which may gard to America, can, in fno degree, have 
influence his servants in the Counsels which arisen out of the conduct of his preseut mi- 
tbey may deem it advisable Jo offer upon nisters. For this Reason, thatrfinding upon 
such a subject. Any attempt at that sort their accession t<V^4ffice, certain relations 
of. justification is, According to my judge- subsisting between tiis country and Arne- * 
mefet^in the present instance, totally un- rica — finding a treaty sending, though not 
necessary* But I qae to make such replies yet ratified, and the puolic faith of this 
l<Mbe bon, 'member's questions,* as 1 feel country solemnly pledged — they felt no 
consistent with my public duty; and 1 am duty so sacred. — they saw no line so clear, 
happy that 1 do* feel enabled to afford a full .as nut to interfere with the course of these 
answer upon \iiose points to which the hon. relations ; but to proceed according to the 
gout, appears t6 attach the moBt impor- impulse given by their predecessors. What* 
tance. First, then, as to Russia ; the hon. ever our own feeliugs were upon the merits of 
gpnt/s interrogatory is — whether any direct the measure, we felt* it our duty, and 
ctMBxnuoicatioa has beeu received from the formed our resolution, to give the fullest 
court of St. Petersburgh, conformably .to a effect to the stipulations of the treaty which 
certain article in the treaty recently con. our predecessors had concluded ; such, in 
duda4* betw«e#^bat country and France ? fact, both collectively and individually, was 
Undoubtedly, a direct communication has our determined purpose. Under these 
been received fropi the Russian court, by his considerations, 1 can assure the homfe that 
majesty '8 government, containing as».pfg:r of po alteration whatever was made in the 
•tispdUtion between this country and"Fr&nce. course pursued by our predecessors — 
Hbt,I think it right, at the same time to 1 nothing whatever was done that could bear 
State that this communication wasunaccom- on their treaty, or the objects they had in 
panied by any copy of the treaty lately con- view. No new instructions whatever were 
chided, or any .of its conditions— but speci- sent to our minister at the American court ; 
ficiftlynot the article alluded to by the hon and as to our naval force off the American 
member. This communication was recei- coast, they had precisely the same orders 
wed on the 2d if this month, and at that as those which prevailed under our prede-*,* 
time his majesty's ministers had no *know- cessors. Upon the conduct of that Jorce, 
)edge whatever of the terms of the Russian I cannot as ye{ attempt to pronounce an 
treaty ; but least of uli of a certain article opinion. Until a recent transaction shall 
v in that treaty* Nor had they, indeed, any be enquired into, and xhe fullestomd most 
intelligence upon the subject, until they're- accurate examination shall take place, it 
eeived it through the same medium as that would be premature t$ decide upon it* 

„ which conveyed it to the public, namely, a But, whatever the couduct *>f this naval , 
French newspaper. Under fhese circtim- force, or the nature okthis particular trafts- 
. stances, niinitters received the communica- action may have been, the present minis- 
tipp 1 baveWntioned from Russia, and to ters are no more responsible for it than 
awiiimunicaiio«,ithuy returned,* what as the representatives of 'the government. 

* Juts ucfc a state of things must have beeqex- In the preseut stage of the business-, 1 have 
peeled, only a conditional aiftwar. What no tiling more Xu say upog thUfltoesticm bet 

* the nature of Unit answer was, the him. ^io add, that* tue British gw^finent have 
gent., will not ask me to state ; but lean not received! either througn-Its minister 1 

* assure .him, that the answer of ministers «ft tlid American court, or through tfie 

given in the most perfect ignorpnet? of I American ambassador herfc, * any official 
the Ri taftm treaty, and particularly of the communication whatever ^relative to the 
i^&rtiel? alluded to by # the bon .agent. — 1 the transasfljp alluded to by the*hon. gent; 
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Ministers received the first autbeutjp ac- 
count of this affair through the 'America 
newspapers, transmitted by our minisitpiY 
which contained the president’s proclama- 
tion, and in consequence of thlP publica- 
tion I .thought It my 'duty, no latef 4 than 
this day? to enquire />f the American am* 
basftdor, whether he had any official com- 
municsuioiafcom his government to make 
upon the subject ybut was answered in the 
negative. In such circumstances, of course, 
ministers have no communication to make 
to parliament on this topic*— Upon these 
two points, with regard to \yhich the hon. 
gent, professed to mjy.icularly anxious, 

I have endeavoured tjr answer as fully and 
satisfactorily as my duty enabled me to do. 
With respect to the other points to which 
the hon. gent, referred, the house must 
feel that it would be impossible for me, 
consistently, to state any thing with regard 
to the measures which he supposes mini- 
sters to have taken in consequence of the 
Prussian Treaty with France, or fts to the 
object of the expedition which government 
has lately sent out ; particularly us no in- 
telligence has as yet been received from 
that expedition. Upon another subject of 
the hon. gent.’s allusion, I mean Turkey, 

I shall only repeat the words of his majes- 
ty's speech # at the commencement*of the 
‘ session^ namely, “ that his majesty lias 
taken such measures, as may best enabie 
him to take advantage « of any favourable 
opportunity for* bringing the hostilities in 
which he is engaged against the Sublime 
Porte, to a conclusion, consistent with 
lus majesty’s honour aud the interests of 
his ally.”— The right hon* gent, observed, 
that he had communicated as fully upon all 
^ the points adverted to by the hon. gent, as 
he was enabled to do coiyqsteutly with his 
duty. Having uo official communication 
to mak^to parliament ; seeing no probabi- 
lity of an event that should render an im- 
mediate communication with parliament 
necessary* and donsideritig that the public 
business \vtis over, he could not conceive 
the reqpotiof acceding to a principles) new, 
as that of continuing the attendance of 
members — of preventing a prorogation, 
particularly at the present season, when, 
atr^rdi^^o the ordinary practice of pur* 
iiaineutjMfcyiiaJesty excised his tiuques- 
tio4iable?pBFogative<in avowing to b<*h 
•houses a certain recess. # 

'Mr. Whitbread, expressed himself obliged 
to the rigljt lion, secretary for the 
candoui^with which he had answeged the 
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questions bq had tbougtyi this duty to asty ' 
but disclaimed any Jo interrogate 

the right hon. gepi. psjo those points, 
which he could not be constetenjly expected 
to answer— he meant particularly with ip- • 
spect to the destination of the expedition* 
With regard to his majesty’s prerqgativjijtp 
.prorogue parliament, he had no interim, 
whatever to question it. But at' the, sgjljf 
time he must repeat, that the exercise 
it in this instance, qpder tbe circunjstances 
which he had stated, would 5e extremely , 
ill advised.— The At) t ion, that the house ^ 
should at its rising adjourn till Thursday, 
was then agreed to. 

— i ~ 

* HOUSE OF LORDS. a 

Tuesday , August 11 . 

[pAiioftiiAX* Schools Bill.] Lprd 
Holland moved the second reading of this 
bill. 

Lord Hatpkcsbvry said, lie, should move, 
that the bill, instead of being read a second 
time now, be read ar second time this day 
3 months: first, because he thought 4he 
preamble of the bill absolute nouseuse ; se- 
condly, because many of the motive* ' at- 
legfed for introducing it, as wfcll as the al- 
legations upon which it was founded, were 
not true in the extent alle|ed,*and tyfere, in 
many respects, highly objectionable j and, 
thirdly, because the subject was one which, . 
in AMrarious bearings, called for more 
serious and deliberate discussion than wa! 
practicable at the present period of the ties- 
&ion, to justify tlftir lordships in its adop- 
tion. . He Would not deny, tbRt education 
to the lower orders of the comm ujjibr,* in 
the extent proposed, undgr proper oiree- 
tions and limitations might be desirable ; 
but jje could not agree with the framers of 
the bill, that f^iuoation, blended with mo- 
rality, was more extended amongst the 
lower classes of the Scotch population, 
than amongst those of thiS country ; for,* 
however superior the Scotch might be in 
the former, lie could not admit their su- 
periority ii^ the latter. He objected also* 
to the bill, because it did n^>t*propose to 
place instruction more upop„jLjreligioua 
footing ; and though it was certainly less 
objectionable now tlftn in its origifial fortn, ' 
which rendered the plans it prupdBd fcfltltt- 
pulsory upon the parishes throughout the 
kingdom, yet the modification <\as, ip his , 
view, not much less inadmissible ; {or it 
placed the adoption of such schools at the 
sole discretion of the majority of par?«hio* i 
nera *in number, without any # ftasoridble * 



Itlfe,, parishes* In that case; Use instruct 
upr* were, either directly, or indirectly, 
Hhe ministers of the established religion' 
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<W^tonttion of rank mndproperty, in the 
which certainly ought, in siicb a 
th*tter, to have 4heir proportionate weight, 
and the want di which would be a subject 
of constant dispute and division. 

# lo rd Holland thought the bill, in ‘ the 
fejta it had reached this house, was so to* 
devoid of all possible ground for ob- 
jection, that he was surprised at the hosti- 
lity of his noble friend. He did not think 
the preamble liable tef the objection that it 
jnta nonsense. In substance, at least, it 
was indisputably true ; and the mere error 
of a single word might be remedied in a 
committee. He should have thought it an 
insult to the understanding of the house to 
go*into elaborate aiguinents, for the pur- 
pose of proving that educating the people 
wdiild improve then 1 morals and their com- 
forts ; and as to the argument of want of 
time to discuss so important a subject at 
this^penod of the session, this was one 
afinoW^ the many instandbs which bad al- 
reedy occurred to falsify the pompous asser- 
tion's of his majesty’s jninisters, and the 
public papers in their interest, that the late 
dissolution could cause no material ipter- 
-ruption to the public business, nor impede 
any of thoqg great and salutary public mea- 
sures io Which the country looked, and of 
whicK this bill was Certainly one. 

Lord RedendaH disapproved higtyjrof the 
.bill iu its present shape, though, wifli his 
noble friend, he cherished the principle, 
that a good system of .education properly 
regdlated would be of great public utility. 

His principal objection to the present bill 
seemed to be the little reference it had, in 
his view of it,* to Abe religious establish- 
ments of the coumry. Such a principle 
should, in considerations -of the kilid, be 
kept primarily in view*. To some of the 
provisions of the bill he also strongly ob- 
jected. The .enactments had no reference 
to the exten t of the parish. Some parishes, 
particularly in the northern counties, "were 
25 miles long, and 14 or 15 broad. A 
great number of the parishioners, therefore, 
could reap ho possible benefit from the es- 
1 ta&ljptriiftTrk of one school. Besides, the 
jjgfuld go to i£tp rfere with several 
Stic establishments of private instilu 
. which were now productive of ghaf | 
snefit it? different parts of the country, 
in Ireland there was a legal provision, 

'which, he regretted, was so ill attended to ; 
that the parish ministers should either 
keep a scliqpl, or appoint a 
fcchobljnastpr directly for the iu|truction of 


pie was ntit sufficiently attended 
resent bill, and was, with him, a 
ftaong ground for Its rejection.* Almost 
All its provisions weke likely to be pro- 
ductive of much practical mischief, if the 
bill passed in its present shape, c without the 
least probability 6f its being attended with 
any new benefit. . Viewing ; the bill in this 
light, he must agree with the noble secretary 
of state, who moved that the consideration 
of it be postponed. 

The Lord Chtfifbdlor opposed the bill in 
its present shape, (Bough he was by no 
mgans. unfriendly to the principle of diffu- 
sing instruction as generally and as widely 
as possible. He was fully sensible of the 
benefits arising from the system of educa- 
tion in Scotland, and as he himself was 
one of the borderers on that part of the 
country, he felt himself indebted to that 
system for the benefit of his own education : 
still, he coilld not approve of the present 
bill, because it was miserably deficient in 
the means of accomplishing the great ob- 
ject* which it seemed to have in view. Be- 
sides, it tended to a departure from the 
great principle of instruction in this coun- 
try, 6y taking it in a great measure out of 
the superintendence and control of the # 
fclergy. Nor wore these his Only objections ; 
in whatever shape? any bill of tbe kind might 
appear, be never would hgree to any that 
left matters of this nature to be judged or 
and decided by the majority of the inhabi- 
tants of a parish. To what confusion might 
not such a mode of decision open a door ? 
Would it not give rise to all the mischiefs^ 
of an election, among £he majority of the 
inhabitants of every parish, of whatever de- 
scription of peo]He they might be composed ? 
What endless litigation*! Hadtfbere not 
been, not lofig since, an example of it in the 
election of a minister for the. parish of 
Clerkenwell ; and had not that contention # 
lasted 7 years at the bqr of this house f He 
bad also to object to the clause, fohich gave 
to the court of chancerynhe disposal of the 
money for these establishments, when it 
amounted to a certain sum. it should be 
recollected, how such sjims j^ent welted 
were sweated in that court, gppow the 
fcnd, wlieS tbe oyster came^B be divided, 
the real owner got nothing but the shells. 
He could never, therefore, • assent to the 
bill in its present form. • 

Tifc Archbishop of Canterbury trusted he 
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should not be considered as hostile teethe 
principle of diffusing instruction among life 
poor, although be should oppose the fur- 
ther progress of this measure. InJus opi- 
nion, the framers of it had no conception of 
the vastnqps of the task they had underta- 
ken. # Something widely different, indeed,: 
must be done to further and accomplish 
the object *hicb they seemed to have in 
view. He had himself bestowed of late no 
small degree of attention upon this subject, 
and he proposed to himself to follow it up 
to a certain extent. His enquiries had al- 
ready embraced a large district, and for the 
satisfaction of the tiouqgBse could affirm, 
that the advantages of education were ex- 
tended more generally than it appeared to 
be thought, and he would venture to say, 
that in the parish alone in which he resided, 
these advantages extended to no less a* 
number than 4000. Perhaps, when his 
plan was more matured, he should have 
the honour of submitting it to their lord- 
ships. In the mean time, he musf agree 
with the noble and learned lords who pre- 
ceded him, and who truly observed, that 
the provisions of the bill left little or no 
controul to the minister in his parish. This 
would go to subvert the first principles of 
education in this country, which had hi, 
therto bcen,^md he trusted would corftinue 
to be, utyier the controul and auspices of 
the establishment, and their lordships* 
would feel how dangerous it might be to 
innovate in such ifiatlprs. Their lordships' 
prudence would, no doubt, guard against 
innovations that mightshake the foundation 
of our religion, end it would be a chief 
object of their vigilance and care, “ ut 
«^astd maneant in religione nepotes.” 

Earl Stanhope was sorry to differ from 
the right re\erend* prelate and several 
other persons in that liou0e,on wat he 
must call* the abojnmable principle, that 
no part of the population of Khk country 
ought to leceive education unlfts in the 
# tenets of tfie^establisbed church. Was it 
reasonable gr justto # say that the children 
ofeathobe* 1 , presbyterians, quakers, and all 
the other innumerable sects of dissenters 
from the established church in this country, 
were to be debarred all sources of public 
qflutaiion, Reported by public benevolence, 
uiilejs thePfcpre # to become .converts to 
our Vstublrshea religion? \Vauld # the light 
rfcv/preldte contend, fbat because the ca- 
tholic religion -was the' established pne in 
Canada, no pooj Protestants should be edu- 
cated these unless he was allowed to»be 


brought up a catholic, , Tbe noble, lord 
upon the woolsack objected bojbis bill, 
W it might lead to litlption in the court 
of chancery ; he himself had no very great 
wish to promote litigations in that court $ 
be once had a suit iu the chancery of Ire- 
land, which had lasted only 42 years ; hp * 
had once voted upon an appeal in thrt 
house from a chancery suit in England** 
which had only lasted 500 years, and he 
was of opinion that the tedious progrggt and 
procrastinated decisions of that court, were 
well described by the%tory of a man, who,* 
insettling a contest between two beggars 
aboutan oyster, took the fish to himself, 
and gave a shell to eacl^ of the parties. 
Bat, while he entertained no such fears fpr 
the result of this bill, he could not see that 
its purpos^had any thing to dg with sepfe 
of religion. It was merely to teach its 
objects spelling, reading, writing, and 
knt^uietic for purposes useful jn life ; and 
in a manufacturing country like this, when 
so much of excellence in our productions 
depended on a clear understanding and 
some degree of Mathematical and me- 
chanical knowledge, which it was impossi- 
ble t6 attain without first receiving the ru- 
diments and foundation thjs bill proposed,' 
the superiority of workmen %ith some 
education, over those who had none,tnu$t 
be sensibly felt by ail tbe*great manufac- 
turer*-# tne country. Hm lordship was . 
for committing the bill, rendering it- as ■ 
perfect as possible, sending it forth to the 
public in that shape*, and taking it up again 
for compleliofi m the next session. 'S— The 
question was then put on lord Hafkes- 
bury's motion ajid carried cythout a divi- 
sion. ** 

[Iri#h Arms Bill.] The house resold 
ved itself into k committee on the Irish 
Arms bill. 

Lord Holland thought it singular that they 
should bave’arnved at this stage of a bill of 
such great importance, without any reasons 
being alleged to prove the necessity of the 
measure. Npt four-and-twenty hours had 
elapsed since they had been considering 
bills, the objects of which were tn contrU 
bute arm a large portion of me people, 
in order to meet the ek^encies of the*Hlun* 
Iry, •and now^it lormed a singular contrast 
that they were in a committee on a bill for 
dis'arming a large portion oi his mgjesty*^ 
subjects in Ireland, lie could not suffer 
a bill of this nature to be proceeded iu with- 
out again calling the attention of the bPtfttl 
to the Causes of those disconteiitafwkitU 
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rendered tfces* measures of coercion neces- 
ailgry. H* did not wish to feo over at 
length the* grounds he had before taken 
when another bill was before the house, but 
fce could pot help urging the importance of 
conciliatory measures as the best mode of 
nflaying the discontents of a lara portion 
of the population of Ireland. When dis- 
contents existed amongst a large portion of 
the people of Scotland, it was propo^d to 
sir Robert Walpole, to enlist them into re- 
giments in the service of the country, and 
* give the commands td the principal families 
who were then hostile to the government. 
The idea was eagerly seized by that great 
statesman, but gas rejected by tbe cabinet. 
Many of those .persons afterwards joined 
toe standard of the rebellion* When, how- 
ever, subsequently, a milder arqj more con-, 
ciliaiory policy was adopted, that people 
became loyal and zealous in the service of 
-their country ; and finally, all tbe pned- 
sures which had been thought necessary to 
onact were repealed in the administration 
pf tbe great earl of Chatham. Similar re- 

sults offered themselves in Hungary, where 
-• large portion of the people, in conse- 
quence of being of a religion different from 
"the established church, were kept under 
'degrading restraints that necessarily pro- 
duced discontents. When, however, those 
restraints were put au end to, the utmost 
loyalty and zeal prevailed . WitlfFcapect to*| 
the bill, he thought it placed by far too 
great powers in the hands of the magistra- 
cy oif Ireland. The reason which induced 
him reluctantly to give his fconseutto a bill 
recfyitly passed, did not operate in tbe pre- 
sent ipstancy ; that was g measure only to 
be used in case dt necessity ; but the pre- 
sent bill was to be continually oj^rating, 
and might in many instahees produce great 
oppression and hardships, particularly by 
the powers given to search for arms by 
night. HeVlid not mean to say, that there 
might not be cases in which it. might be 
necessary to take arms out of tbe hands of 
'disaffected persons, but the present bill was 
4$this opinion inadequate to its purpose, as 
it wgu&Ldoperate to produce a greater con- 
lmentl the best mode be thought would 
t6 compel the fntigistrates to keep a re- 
gistjy of arms, and to grant licences for 
keeping them. He thought, however, that 
the bijl recently passed for suppressing In* 
s.urrections, gave amply- sufficient powers 
to die government,.* and be did not see the 
» Necessity of passiog this bill in addition. 
He sTkfuld therefore move, that the chair- 


may do leave tbe chair, meaning afterwards # 
ttf move to postpone the bill for three * 
months, conceiving that as it could not be 
many months before parliament would 
again assemble, there would then be am- 
ple time for discussing this subject* 

Lord Heudiffaryipaid, he bad not intro- 
duced the hill with any arguments iif sup- 
port of it, because it contained nothing 
new in its principle or provisions, and not 
many weeks had elapsed since the princi- 
ple of this bill had been distinctly reco- 
gnized by the late administration, who pro- 
posed a bill for continuing an act common, 
ly called the Q^n powder act, and which 
contained provisions equally oppressive, if 
so they could be called, with the present 
bill. That bill was passed by which tin; 
act was continued for 7 >ears, whilst it 
was only proposed to continue tbe present 
act for two years. His noble friend had 
been unfortunate iu his allusion to Scotland, 
us in that country the acts of restraint and 
coercion had continued for $0 years, and 
it was ouly by a steady course of govern- 
ment upon these principles, that the dis- 
contents there were at length put au end 
to; but then they could not be made the 
subjects of party politics here, as the 
sources of these discontcuts was, in this 
part* of the Island, treason. p \Vilh respect, 
however, to mild and conciliatory mea- 
sures, nothing could have satisfied the dis- 
contented in th*.t country, but the restora- 
tion of the Pretender.* Jt was only by n 
steady system of .government, together with 
old prejudices wearing away, that at length 
the necessity for measures o‘ coercion cea- 
sed, and the population of Scotland had 
since served bis majesty with the utmost > 
bravery and loyalty. The cm am stanch 
of, the two cquutries' were, however, ma- 
terially different- ' It was only of Ute year? 
4h at Scotland had been truslet^wiih a na- 
tional militia, whilst In Ireland there had 
long belfeb a national militia of high charac- 
ter ; and there* was a Wrave and loyal yeo-^ 
manry ; a greai number of l|ie population 
of Ireland were likewise enlisted,, in the ar- 
my. He did not wish to enter into a long 
discussion of the subject ; lie should mere- 
ly observe, that wherever discontents exist- 
ed, those discon tents were not likely HoJje 
decreased bjfbeing n&de a dte subject ol 
party p&litlos. The necessity- of lias bill, | 
,froiti what was known of tbe stale hi Jwe- 1 
land, he conceived to be obvious.-i-The 
motion for the chairman Reaving the chair 
befog negatived, «, 
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. Lord Hardrskke proposed an 
ment, for the better promulgation of this 
law ; as he conceived, that in the manner 
the laws were now promulgated in Ireland, < 
many persons would be completely igno- 
rant of thetprovisibns'of this act. 

Logl Redesdah said, Ahafthe registering 
of arms had been so long the law of Ireland, 
that it was impossible they could be igno- 
rant of the most important parts of this 
act. He relied upon the moderation of the 
magistracy for not abusing the power vested 
in them.— The amendment was negatived, 
and the bill passed' tlyough thecommittee. 


novas op lords. 

Wednesday , August 12. 

[Mtlitia Transfer Bill.] The or- 
der of the day being read for the third read* 
ing of this bill, 

Lord Sidmouth rose chiefly with a view 
to re-state the opinion he had on a former 
occasion expressed of the tendency this 
measure, and to correct a misconception 
of it, which some noble lords seemed to la- 
bour under. It was acknowledged by his 
noble friend (lord llawkesbury), that it had 
lately been matter of consideration with 
his majesty's ministers, whether at the 
present crisis it were ^belter to resort to 
the principlebof the Army of Reserve 5 bill, 
or to ado^t the new one 1 . 0 W under discus- 
sion. Much enquiry was said to have been 
made respecting the subject ; but after 111 a- 
turedeliberation, fhe opinions of the cabinet 
prevailed in favour ot the«pre»*nt measure. 
He also had instituted enquiries into the 
matter ; the resultof which most complete- 
ly decided his preference to the principle 
%^>f the Army of Reserve bill. The country 
was now almost precisely in the same situa- 
tion as that in which it was placed in 1803, 
when that bill was adopted. * The crisis at 
present was perhaps more urgent, and life 
state of the continent less favourable ; but, 
still, under, such circumsymces would he 
have looked tp the operation of the Army 
of« Reserve# act. Tlie beneficial effects of 
that act* became more visible every day, 
and promised the fairest success; but it 
was thought proper to substitute a measure 
in its room, which at the end of 20 months 
<Ud*i»t produce^more than 8000 men. 
The (noble viscount then entered into a 
comparative statement of the operation of 
t hvjfa/o acts, the Army of Reserve and the 
Additional Forte bills, which he compared 
with that news under discussion, And de- 
clared it Id be his conviction, that tttere 


at, mu. [ii*r 

/could not bft a moment's betitationin pre- 
ferring the principle of the Army of Reserve 
bill. The success of the measure wot at 
best but contingent. It would avail but 
little, unless peace were concluded within* 

5 years at farthest. With what probability 
such an event could be looked for, he was 
unable to conjecture. Now, the whole 
benefit to be expected from its ful- 
lest Sbccess was that it would raise 2$,OQO 
men for the line, and thus far increase our 
disposable force ; that he confessed to be o 
noAmall advantage, if it could be acquired ° 
to that extent, which, however, he doubt- 
ed : but, even iV it did so faT Succeed, still 
the advantage was too deady bought by in- 
juflng an establishment of 77,000 men, or 
rather by unhinging or perhaps destroying 
that constitutional forefc altogether— and 
to answer what end ? to increase our de- 
fensive force ? and was not the militia a 
main portiou of our defensive ' force ? 
and would not the present bill tend to 
frustrate all the hopes tfiat- could reasonably 
be reposed in that ^odv, an excellent body 
of men as it now stood ? but what might 
it beep me when 28,000 of ils best disciplin- 
ed men were suddenly withdrawn from it l 
He must protest most seriously aqd solemn- 
ly against the adoption of such a measure.* 
Lord Hawkcsbury acknowledged having 
said that^ii was matter of deliberation with 
mini&Bfs, which of the two measures they ' 
should prefer, and the present was not re- 
solved upon without full conviction of its 
being preferable under all the circumstances 
of our situation. It. was allowed by the 
noble viscount, that the bill might in a 
great measure, if not fully, Accomplish its 
object, but that still its benefit was contin- 
gent, •Granted^ But what was the wish 
of government ? Was it not to meet the 
pressure and diminish the evil of the pre- 
sent Ynoment ; and how ? Ijy increasing 
our defensive and disposable force. This, 
then,* would be, in some degree, accom^ 
plrshed, even in the view of the noble vis- 
count : and eo for then it would succeed. 
But he had little or no doubt *of its com- 
plete success, and then our Rultarfytneaas 
woulcbhave received a very great increase 
indeed. For those wno well understood 
the ‘condition of a soldier, and df X dis- 
posable force, would readily acknowledge 
that by such an addition to it as'that of 
28,000 men, not only was our defensive 
force considerably increased, but also con- 
siderably strengthened, which dis- 

tinction notjo be overlooked, 
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■\®he* 4prd Chancelhr did bo( think that ypyoua .to avoid all discussion on this to- 
his batdts authorised him to aspire to great pic. He would not say that their conduct 
military knowledge ; but, he would, how. was not prudent; but, whatever it might 
ever, venture to concur yrith the noble vis- be, he felt it incumbent on him to express 
•count (Sidmouth) in giving the most am- his sentiments, when the voice of au im- 
ple praise in favour of the Army of Reserve perious duty called upon *hitn {o-express 
act. At the time it was broughfcforward, them. He must, therefore, most eajnest- 
tbat act had most certainly his concurrence, Iy deprecate a rupture with America, and 
and even now he did not hesitate to say, the house would, no doubtf* unite with 
that it was one of the most able miiitary him in deprecating that calamity, when 
plans»ihat had ever been produced in this they duly considered the many difficulties 
country ; but while he made that acknow- and dangers with which we were already 
" lodgement, be must 0 also observe, that beset. They must recollect that in times 
there was room to think otherwise of that of scarcity our principal relief was derived, 
measure at present. It was not so well first from Polanfrf, next from America, 
adapted now textile crisis of affairs, and it Poland was now shut against us by the in- 
should be remembered, that the effects fluence of the enemy; would we also shut 
which at first it might have produced must against ourselves ' the ports of America by 
Cow be considerably altered, wot only by our own lolly ? Whence were we to derive 
the change of the actual circumstances of materials and stores for our naval arsenal, 
the country, but by the operation of the if the north of Europe ami North America 
other different measures that lmd&ince been weie to refuse us these supplies? Where 
introduced. was the greatness and security pf England, 

Lord Muigravt thought the noble vis- when € our navy, the source of our pride, 
count had laid too much stress upon a dis- the source of our strength and wealth, was 
tinction between a disposable and defen- gone ? These were serious considerations, 
sive force. No doubt, a disposable force He should now only remark, that as all 
jwasalsba defensive one ; but from every individuals, whether high or low, poor or 
kind of d^fensipe force, the same services, rich, were the same in the eye of God, so 
the same resources, could not, under all nations, whether powerful or weak, uhe- 
the circumstances that might call for these ther opulent or poor, should, be the same 
services, be reasonably expected. He was, in the contemplation of the law o( nations, 
’however, of opinion, that at a nlBtnent This was the principle upon which his mo- 
like the present, there was no room to he- tion rested, and* upon which be grounded 
slitate between the two plans. - the resolution he had ndw to nio\e. The 

Lorji Sidmouth in explanation, aguin in- noble lord then concluded with moviug, 
sisted that the principle he laid down was, u that it be resolved, that the principle 
that *t be advantages gained by the bill upon which we should act towards indepen- 
Would -be more than coenterba lanced by dent nations at peace with the British go- 
the inconveniences that must arise.— Tne vernmeut, should be a principle of perfect ^ 
bill was then read a third time. + equality and complete reciprocity . w 

. , iii JL. =r? The Lord Chancellor could not but com- 

house of lords. fnend the seriotis manner in whit h the no- 

Tpursday, August 13. * Me earl had expressed lymselfois topics of 

[Dispute with America.] Earl Stan- such importance. As howeyer, no autben- 
kopc rose to make the motion of which he tic documents were before the bouse, to 
had given notice, respecting a resolution guide an opinion upon matters of such mag- v 
.that ’all independent uatious should be nitude, he thought it f more prpdent notrto 
treated upon the principle of perfect equa- agitate them under such circumstances. The 
lily snd"'Nqnplete reciprocity. In propo- noble earl would therefore, he hoped, ex- 
sing this resofttion to the house, be had not cuse him for moving the previous question, 
merely in his eye’ the circumstances in Earl Stanhope, ip explanation, thanked 
Whicn we now stood with regard to Amc* the noble and learned lord for bis kintlq£- 
rica ; the principle to which he alluded tention, and, observed that what he aflvan- 
should* in his opinion, be extended to alf ced, nottenly referred to the presen testate 
states and nations indiscriminately. He America, but to all independent natunfs, 
cquld not help noriefng the absence of tfci- at all times, when at peace* with us. 
ftister^qn this occasion ^but be bad already Ear! Morton objected u^the motion, as 
occasion to observe that they * seemed tending to legislate, upon abstract princi pie s 

* c t 
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tvhicb was co utrary to the apiritand tb^grac- produce, would be itittigaM if •ccotopiu 
lice of parliament.— The question was then nied by tne adoption o%i nation. of then** 
put, and the previous question was carried tore 0 f that which I bold in my baud*""* 
without a division. With regard to the intentions entertained 

by the last administration, to propose two 
jioVse of commons. acts similar to those I allude to, or to the* 

9 Thursday y Avgust J 3. character of the per&ons to whom the ex ecu* 

[State of Ireland ] Mr. Sheridan lion of the extraordinary powers ' which 
rose to ninka his promised motion, and these acts confer might be intrusted,' by 
spoke in substance as ‘follows : i rise, either the late or the present governments, 
sir, under some degree of apprehension it is my intention to«say very little indeed, 
that, from the lateness of the hour, and Because I do not wish to touch upon anv 
the quantity of less important business Uftpic of irritation, *1 will noft enter much 
which the house has already gpne thrjugh, 1 mito comparisons. My hope and desire is* 
may be felt to trespass on your attention: to obtain an Cmauimous assent to the me- 
but it was, I assure you, not less* tny in- lion, as unanimity is necessary to give. jt 
teution this night, than it was on Monday, complete effect. 1 shall abstain cautiously 
to address you at a much earlier hour of from any thing that resembles invidious 
the evening, bad other business permitted, distinction, I know thitt to ikp set of rn£n 
The lateness of the hour on Monday was, could power have been more safely coufi- 
indeed, one of the causes which induced ded than to the members of tlie late ad mi- 
me to postpone my motion until this eveu- ’nistralion. 1 am sure that in«the hands of 
ing; and 1 cannot but regret that on this, none would power have been less liable. Jjo 
the last day, nay almost the last lour of abuse; and whatcvei* my disinclination to 
the sessions, it should become necessary comparison may be, to them cannot be 
for me to invest your attention ; because 1 denied this just distinction, that power # 
know that at such a time to delay your might have been granted to them with tbc 
silting cannot be agreeable to your feelings less Reluctance, us they manifested a, dispfcp 
or to your habits. 1 am aware that it sition to accompany its e.^ten^eby every 
must have somewhat of an ungracious ap- means of concession aud conciliatioiu 
pearapco to postpone your separation at When I reflect in whom the power of these 
such a season; and, believe me, I am as acts was to jiave been inveJted in Ireland— ‘ 
willing to enjoy the benefits of that sepuru-* wheny^cousider that it was to have been* | 
turn as any one among you; but I am exercised by the duke of Bedford* whowae 
too stiongly impelled by a call of imperious not likely to call it into action/ unless the 
duty toy it. id to any desire o.f accommodation, necessity was irresistible, and who.was in 
The necessity which gave rise to that call, no case likely* to abuse it, I must feel that 
was not created by me — nor was the post- he was peculiarly entitled to confidence* 
ponement of the proposition I am about to The character of that noblaman foriyrd at 
submit, from Monday to this late period, guarantee against the apprehension of aba* 
by any means my fault. The propriety of sed authority. But I have a great respect 
adopting it, is to iriy convjclion rendered for his successor also (the duke of Rich- 
perfectly obvious by the circumstances of mond), I know that noblemau well enough g 
the two bills which you have recently pas* to becertain that he has.no disposition to 
sed with regard to Ireland. When you crueliy—that he has no malignant passion 
have determined to suspend the conftitu- to gratify, and that he is above being affect* 
tion and latfs of Jfeland, A it not reason- ed by that gloomy suspicion, or party ran- 
*ab|p to propose to you some enquiry into cour, which might unnecessarily call foi thcf 
the causys •alleged for such suspension, execution, and materially embitter the 
and how far such causes are removable*— is operation of such power as these a*ie or- ■ 
it not wise, when .you are sending such acts, dain. JE have no doubt that this nobleman 
to Ireland, to communicate at the same will follow the wise exfhfople— -will be acta* 
timetsqme assurances of your resolution to ated # by the same liberal principles \9hich 
tate tie state of theft countr^into your con- served to render his illustrious predecessor 
sideriion f • I am confident that rtich con- «o much the object of panegyric aud attach* 
duct Jlvould be at once consistent with po- ment, 1 should not, therefore, be yety 
licy ^and humanity, and that much of the materially influenced ns to a company*, 
apprehension and irritation which acts of of persons in power, as to my ogiatofe? 
parliament may* be naturally expected tP the very* unconstitutional powers wfaMl 

v®,„ix! . +o- ‘ 
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ehoracteriza these bills. I atn adverb' 
to ibe principle qjS such measures, urn 
pbuld never be -persuaded to accede n 
them, unless the necessity were strong ami 
glaring, indeed.— Upon Monday last 1 Inn. 
an opportunity of shewing my motion to so 
vre; ml gentlemen on both sides of the* bouse, 
and bad the satisfaction of observing a ge- 
neral disposition to concur in its principle 
m d object. But some geutlemen expres- 
sing a wish for tiine«to consider its stric- 
ture and tendency, I was therefore for 
postponing the motiofi until this day, i in- 
fluenced by the request of those who re* 
quired such time, in the hope that consi- 
deration would se^ve to remove their doubt* 
and secure their support. In this opinion 
at least, I acquiesced in the proposed 
delay, hoping thatlhe effect of would be 
to produce the proposition perhaps of some 
remedy for c any defect in the motion, anu 
that delay aqd deliberation must determine' 
every man in favour of its main object. 
Retaining still a lfttle of that hope and 
Opinion, 1 do not think it necessary to take 
Up much of your time', by entering into 
a detail of the reasons which have induced 
xne to bring forward the motion, and which 
should urge yjp to adopt it. indeed, I 
*y&nnot conceive a ground upon which the 
rejection of such a motion can be justified, i 
and I am not bound to conjure up ob- 
jections or anticipate arguments** upon 
c the strength oPwhich no reasoning mau am 
rely. It is impossible that any thinking 
jinau should seriously insist upon as au ob- 
jection to my motion, that' whic h 1 have 
heard on other occasions, namely, that 
danger. was tqjbeappre he tided hom the dis- 
cussion of such affairs in this house; that 
it is a topic which ought to be touched 
as little and as seldom s/s possible. But 
1 deprepate such aground of opposition, 
as full of error and mischief. 1*7, r t as** 
su redly, unfit we get completely rid of the 
folly and fallacy of such an objection, ir 
will be quite impossible for us to apply a 
remedy to the disorders o£ that country, 
and fur ‘this obyious reason, that we can r 
iiot^jg|ttw the ^nature of ^ho*c disorders. 
'WflHRtiat we should go on legislating for 
JgPmd in the dark-^lhat we should reject 
and information upon a subject jto 
JKjiich we are called upon to apply the law 
jjpr-ii tliat law too most penal and severe 
l - ip its character !— YVhen I hear the ininis- 
NtS?? ^ the crown declaring without shame, 
«Pat they know nothing of the state of Ire- 
jajnd<Mvb<eu I hear life same declaration 


Sron^thc . law-officers* when, in fact* 
nan can speak decisively upon the subject* 
it possible, 1. would ask, to devise a 
. ip)ng« r argument than such declared ig- 
norance suggests, to uige the united- par- 
liament to an investigation *of this impor- 
tant question ? 4t l* not consistent with 
e\ eu the decent appearance of respect for 
the rights; in it rests, and litaeKieft of the 
people of Ireland so legislate for that Coun- 
try iu such total ignorance, or at least 
such inconsistent contradictory information 
we have l>cfore us< We have heard one 
set of gentlemen assert that Ireland is per* 
reclly tranquil, loyal, and united ; and this 
assertion is corroborated by ibe authority 
of a noble lord (Hawkesburv) in another 
place ; and with such authority before us, 
is it right that the constitution of Ireland 
hould he s impended ? But, farther, in 
support of the allegation that Ireland is un* 
disturbed, and requires not such an act; 

1 find that in a very populous county, 
\v beru'disaffection was supposed to exist, I 
mean Tipperary, judge Fox at the late as* 
sizes congratulated die people upon the 
state of the calendar, upon the acknow- 
ledged tranquillity ol the district, and upon 
the general good order of the county, I 
find that not h single charge of disloyulty, 
sedition, or treason, was to be seen on the 
calendar throughout the county. 1 find at 
r Kilkenny the public resolutions of the 
Grand Jury letUlying, not only the peace- 
able disposition u! tue county, but a gene* 
tal and cordial harmony between IVo- 
li slants and Catholics, with a strong de- 
claration from a body of the former in fa- 
vour ol the c laims ol the latter. All these, 
testimonies appear on the one side; on 
llu* other, to be sure, we have a very high* 
authority — an authority certainly of the 
highest character m iny estimation, I mean 
the member for Dublin (Mr. Grattan); 

I hold his authority high, because 1 respect, 
not only his talents and information, but his 
integrity ; and*! feel tovards him as warm- 
ly as any resident of Ireland, the gratitude* 
to, which he is* so £minently«cntiiled, for 
obligations he has rendered to my country. 
Ministers, I pereeiv.c, are willing to ground 
their proceedings upon the authority of my 
right lion, friend.* Under his great same, 
they would shelter the creation of en&rin3us 
powers* for, which there nuay.be nouieces* 
sity. At all events, with the iufonftaijun 
*1 have received both froip public aril! pri- 
vate sources, I must contend that no ne- 
cc^ity ap| ears» YVhy/%hen. should we 
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not enquire ? My objectwfm awak$^ tbe nomination, which would advocate an op 4 
house |o what 1 conceive, with deference, posile principle, that party is decidedly 
to be a just sense of its duty— to procure hostile to the interests of that country— 
from it a pledge that an enquiry will be in- and should call forth the vigilance ' and vi* 
stunted, and thus to hold out to, tbe people gourof the law* But I must saw thai &H 
of Ireland softie prospect of redress — some appearances are against the belief of aify 
assurance of the friendly •disposition of the such disaffection, much less of organized 
legislature. That enquiry is necessary, no treason. Indeed, if I could imagine an ob- 
mau can deny; and without full infornia- server totally free from prejudice upon the 
tipn, 1 must say, that it ft not becoming in subject, his inference would, 1 am persua- 
us to take such serious measures with re- d/d, be of quite an opposite tendency. If I 
gard to Ireland. We have, in fact, been opuld imagine a foreigner well disposed q> 
legislating for that country upon hearsay Areat Britain — if I could believe such a 
authority alone, and mark, with much moro^ ^foreigner to exist, 1 am satisfied he would 
of hearsay authority against, than for the be forwtfd to rather congratulate Great 
course you have pursued. Ail this, tuo, Britain upon the present state of Ireland* 
while you have had the means of ample en- There are four symptoms of loyalty and 
quiry within your reach. Upon what grounds attachment to Great Britain visible in Ire- 
then, do you shrink from that enquiry ? It laud, which would naturally attract the 
is preposterous to pretend that you fly attention of this foreigner. Ijaving heard 
from it because you apprehend danger froni ( that the duke of Bedford was applied to by 
discussing the affuirsof that country. The some rash individuals to proclaim a county, 
fact is, that 110 topic requires or deserves at the time of the insurrection of the Thresh- 
more of your discussion or investigation, ers, that noble duke rejected the ap- 
So far from avoiding knowledge upon such- plication, and trusting to the ordinary ope- 
a subject, it is highly culpable not to seek ration of the law, put down the insurret- 
jt. I profess myself as much in want of tion ; the foreigner woutd, in the first in- 
knowledge as other persons, and I take some stance, consider this a very good symptom 
blame to myself on that account; bull shall of the disposition of Ireland. }Yell, in the 
endeavour by all the means in my power second place, he would be told that therfe 
to ob.iain information, and it is with*a view had been no disturbances whatever in that 
to remove my own defect upon this head, country siijce the duke of Bedford had put 
:ts well as tiie- defects of others, that 1 do wfriKe insurrection alluded to, and that . 
wish for enquiry. I wish for enquiry, be- the disposition of the people hqd been par- 
cause it is essential, as well in respect to ticularly proved by the rejection of the 
our own character as in justice to the peo- Catholic bill. A short descriptioxtqf the 
pie of Ireland. It is our duty to enquire nature of that measure would readily satisfy 
upon such an occasion, and we should not his mind that the laying it aside, Otter it 
shrink from that duty through any objec- was promised, »was very likely to ‘have ab 
tion Lq the trouble that might attend it, or irritating effect in Ireland. But iustead of 
"through any idle fear of danger; but least irritation he woqld witness the most .pf^fect 
of all through a timid apprehension of the good order, although all the ingredients of 
truth. — \\ r ith regard to* the motives which insurrection were flung among the people, 
have urged n»e to stand forward upon tlfis wrapped up in a proclumation/or db living 
occasion, I have^een prompted to it by parliament. The third object of the fo- 
duly and by feeling. My object, 10 serve reigner’s attention would be judge Fox's 
the cause ofju9tic€ and m^ country, with- address ol congratulation to the people of 
oqt excitiug* any passion or flattering any Tipperary, upon the peaceful slyite of the 
prejudieg. • I hope*! may take credit for county ; together with that judge’s ex pres- 
being as little inclined as any man to the sion of surprise that it should be otherwise 
use of inflammatory language— as Little described by any person; and the^fourth 
disposed to promote sedition, or mutiny, symptom would, more than all, satisfy his 
or disaffection. For this I think 1 am eu- that nq apprehension whateyerVmtd 

filled to take cr€dit. Tfcere is uot, per- be entertaiued of disorders or insurrection 
hapsl a man more strongly convinced than* m Ireland, For he would seethe army 
I .an/ that the very existence of the two 15- taken a way-*- he would see that formidable 
IW19 depends, upon the continuance ol body, tbe German legion, which sent 
their connexion* I am quite assured, that 10 Ireland to sav$ it from sediyop, ent- 
if there bg any^arty in Ireland of any de- barked # fpr Jtbe continent. Now, ii this 
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foreigner were to state these sentiments to. 
the fftknister, and express his surprise that 
W>y suspicion copld any where be enter- 
tained of the loyally and tranquillity of the 
people of Ireland, what would the right 
bon, gentleman say to him ? * Perhaps the 
tight bon, gent, would tell him ttoat the 
duke of Bedford acted injudiciously in re- 
fusing to proclaim a county under martial 
l*w, and restoring the peace by means^ol 
thee confftnon law of the land— that the cy- 
qumslabces of Ireland ^eing understood f< 
tome time back, was merp matter. of acci 
dent ; diet judge Fox knew nothing at alf 
gtbout the state of the country. Ait, would 
not the foreigner* be apt to ask, why, it 
Ireland were in surth a state of disaffection, 
should the military force be taken away 
f*6m it, and* two oppressive and arbitrary 
bills sent thpre, still more to irritate that 
|ii$affeption ? Perhaps the fight lion. gent, 
might say, shat he relied more upon these 
bills for preserving Ireland, than he did 
upon a military force ; that when he march- 
ed out an army, he would march in an act 
of parliament; that when he withdrew a 
legion, lie would substitute a law. But 
above all, wl^at was the foreigner likely to 
say -to the jrigbuhon, gent, when he louud 
that, while every endeavour was using to 
jtrm the English, the Irish were disarming ? 
With such a remarkable contrasbbefore him, 
%vould not the, foreigner — would "Sm any 
man interested for Great Britain, or pos- 
sessing common sense, be disposed, par- 
ticularly at a crisis when the invasion of a 
powerful enemy was to be apprehended, to 
put this plaiu question to the minister? Il 
you take away* the arms of the Irish, what 
mre they to fight with ? And if you take 
away their constitution, what are Hi hey to 
fight for It has beert said, that there cx- 
a French party in Ireland ; but when 
Was it that §uch a party did not e£ist.iu 
-that country ? Since the days of Elizabeth, 
from, the very commencement of those foul 
^tkd tyrannical measures which originated 
m national jealousy, political prejudice, or 
religious dissentiou, but particularly the 
/-latter, which drove Cathohcs of high spirit 
from^beir native country, numberscofsuch 
exiles found an asylum in France, and 
jhendh a correspondence between the iff am i 
their relations in Irelaud, which naturally 
led to the creation of a French party im] 
'Ireland, . and an Irish party in France 
Hut the existence rtf such a party cannot 
^or m^tapiftent be insisted upon as a jus tifi- 
,£aiioii for the oppressive laws it was quoted 
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to syjpport. ^^pppthat policy could be more 
mischievous and inhuman, than a perseve- 
rance in the same persecuting measures 
which originally created that party ? Let 
the state of Ireland be enquired into— let 
persecution ami injustice be j$ut aq end to, 
and the French purty^would soon cease to 
exist. But, I cannot admit the danger of 
such a party in a political poiflt of view. 
The correspondence of family connections 
may exist altogether independent of na- 
tional attachments and prejudices, and per- 
haps this talked-uf French party may con- 
sist solely of rweie lannly ct nnretion, abs- 
tracted lrom all political views. At all 
events, there i» no evidence upon the sub- 
ject to .direct the judgment ot this house. 
There is, I must obscive, a pnncple con- 
tained iu the argument which the alleged 
existence of this party was adduced to sup- 
port, that bears a most fearful clmrac ter 
for Ireland indeed. For the Irish exiles 
having found an ’asylum in America, in 
Denmark, and other 6tates, it would fol- 
low from the use made of this principle, that 
whenever Great Britain t-b« <nld be at war 
with either of these states, li eland would 
bailable lo have her const i tut mu suspended, 
there being to be found an American and a 
Danish party in Ireland, sis well as a French, 
and all arising from the same c.ause; which 
cause it is the tendency of the bijla 1 have 
bbjecled to to continue and increase. — The 
cause of emigratihn and e.\ile from Ireland 
has been considerably flimimshed under 
the auspices of our present most gracious 
sovereign ; but still a great deal remains to 
be done to reconcile to their country the 
great body of the Irish. What has been 
done wa 9 no doubt calculate d lo do much 
good, but yit it is to be recollected, thdl 
Lhere is a grc;tt deal in .the manner of 
doing a thing. e There is such a case as con- 
ferring a favour without obtaining any ac- 
knowledgment — ot tendering <l service with- 
out exciting any gratitude — and such a case 
may be as making concessions when it is 
too late. 1 recommend thesp considera- 
tions to the reflection of minister^. When 
they and others complain of the discontents 
■of the Irish, they never appear to consider 
the cause. Wheq they express their sur- 
prise that the Irish are not contented, vrhile, 
according tp tlfeir observation, that nDOple 
have 60*miieh reason to be happy# they 
petray a total ignorance" 4f their actual cir- 
cumstances. The fact is, that the tyranny 
practised upon the Irish lytabeen through-* 
(Hit* unremitting. There ha£ been no 
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changie but in the manner of inflictiqg^ it. still more # to render the bills I have refe 
They have had nothing but variety in op- red to, quite unnecessary. Because, if jn* 
pression, extending to all ranks and de- vaeion or rebellion should take place, (he 
grees of acenain description of the peoplp. peace of the country would be vested in 
If you would know what this varied oppres- the arm#. For. it is a prerogative of th^ 
sion consisted* in, 2 refer you to the penal* crown in such cases, to put the caunti^f 
ftatutesfou have repealed, and to sorneol under partial law, and in such cases only 
thost which still exist. . There you will see can martial law be necessary, particularly 
the high nadahe low equally subjected to if you keep a large force in the country* 
the lash of persecution ; <and still some a f- Tto prerogative of the crown, then, is fufiy 
feet to he astonished at the discontents oi cpJnpetent to meet any real dan&e^ withy 
the Irish! But, with all uiy reluctance to out these bills, which are in fact nothing 
introduce any thing ludicrous upon so se- hjit inartiul law in nAsquerade.— As to ttyf 
nous an occasion, I cannot .help referring.^plan of arming the people at large, whiclfe 
to a little story which those very astouishey it seems, 4s n6t to be extended .to Ireland 
persons call to my mind. Jt was with re-. — although the principle is so perfectly 
sped to an Irish dtummer, who, was eni. congenial with the spirit of the British epup- 
ploved to inflict punishment upon a suldier. stitution — for it is a part of the king’s prer 
Wlulb he was flogging the soldier, the poor rogative t£ compel the people to arm in casp- 
fellow, writhing with patu, in treated him of invasion or rebellion, I contend thajt 
to change his mode of lashing him. Some- the policy of disarming the Irish is bad, 
tunes lie called to him to strike a little even for the purpose that measure pioies- 
higher, and sometimes a little lower. The ses to have iu view. For a people that aria 
drummer *endeavoured to acconftnodate armed are in general, or almost always, 
him as far as it wasin his power ; but find- more peaceable aud less discontented 
ing it to no purpose, at last cried out, those who are l£ft defenceless and difr- 
“ Upon my conscience, you are a discon- armed. If the king should, under his prerq- 
tented fellow, for whether I strike high or gatiVe, callout the people of Ireland, or tbp 
low, there is no such thing as pleasing you.” sheriff were to summon (he possp comita r 
This is precisely the case with* respect to in what state, 1 would asfc, are 
Irelapd. Notwithstanding the infinite va- people likely to be found after the oper^> 
riety of oppression exercised agaiust them, tion of those acts of parliament ? It If, 
there are still a number of them who are s® however, pretended that tuese acts are only 
unreasonable as to be distontented. — As to to continue for a certain rime; that -they * 
the conduct which $ughtto be pursued with only involve a suspension of the constitu- 
respect to Ireland, do not let it be imagined tion, in which the people have a reversion- 
that I should not desire to have a strong ary interest. *But Ido not know when the 
armed force in that country. I would have suspension is to cease. It began in # 179d, 
such u force stationed there, much as I rely and since then it has continued .without 
on the loyalty of the people. But this interruption, and the lease has just been 
force should be the protectors and advo- renc^d for three years longer. I am of 
cates pf the people: it should not be opinion that a people who can submit sp 
placed there to act as executioners, but as long to such a measure must be tolerably 
a guard of honour upon the constitution, well • prepared for slavery. Indeed, it 
the liberty and life property of the people, cannot be difficult to reconcile them to 
1 do not wish to have the fate of Ireland thejpssof freedom. In renewing the loan, 
entrusted to an *iuadequ%te force, parti- to government of the Irish constitution, I 
cylarJy at a period when no one can tell the remember tjiat ministers would not at* • 
hour at wifich the fnemy may arriye. I tend to the advice of my right Hbn. friend 
wish to* have such a force in Ireland, as (Mr. Grattan) as to the duration of tha . 
well as in every other.quarter of the empire, lease* No; where his authority suited 
as should assure our foreign enemy of |£e their view, they adopted it and took%helter % 
impossibility of success; and at the sofoe Linder it, but where that authority was 
\i m| serve to di£tourage*the operations of against them, they rejected it. But the right 
domestic enemies, by convincing them that hon. the chancellor of the exchequer has pro* 
U is in vain to hope— that his prospects mised that the constitution shall be restoj^d 
and calculations were vain* With ifiis to Ireland; 1 should like to see a receipt and 
view and object, I would have a large army promise. + of return for a free oonstUutxfo, 
in Ireluncj ; aiifd such an army would jserve from tine hand of tfie/ight hop* feifU* 1 dare 
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•ay fas he is alawyer, a financier, aqpl a statcs- 
ra&a, it would*; be a curious production, 
running, perhaps* in these ter ms— u Where- 
its it has bteeh -deemed expedient for the 
fiwoe and good of Ireland, for good and 
valuable considerations, to take the consti- 
tution of that country into the keeping of 
. the crown : I on the part pf the cfown do 
promise and declare that it shall be re- 
lumed when it if deemed expedient,” Hut 
•upposea project formed to withhold tyns 
ppnstitution altogether — suppose it w Are 
resolved to establish absolute despotisiL 


eterjsol bar to their hope*, and had B&ised 
the abominable yell of ** No Popery . M 
There were some of the latter who were, 
no doubt, actuated by conscientious nip- 
trves. He was most sincerely disposed to 
do credit to tlie motives of his t majesty, 
and had no doubt Itowas actuated by the 
purest dictates of conscience. In his ho- 
nourable ininn he was confidentS-iiere exist- 
ed as much abhon mice oi tbeauthors of any 
cry which could disunite and distrust bis 
subjects as any man in the nation could feel. 
He had no hesitation in saying, that those 


such os would justify the Resistance of tfimen who would raise any thing like eicr- 

Ic. i : * ' ■ * i rV i i : ** 


Mete people-how is that resistance to be 
made after the arms of the people have 
teen, taken away?— W bat ministers ulCi- 
raately mean to do with respect to Ireland, 
iris really difficult to divine; Thny promise, 
to be sure, to restore the constitution, and 
'todotnany other things; but the people of 
Ireland know by whom the promise is 
made. They remember those who pro- 
mised so much at the time of the Luton, 
raid never kept their word in any one 
point— No, not one. Indeed, their con- 
duct toward^ Ireland in this respect, puts 
; 9ie in mind of the promises made to 
children* The parent presents a favour to 
4be view of the child ; but declines to give 
. it No, no, the child would spoil it, und 
ibe parent keejls it lor fear jie should. 
Thus precisely are the people of Ireland 
trified with as to promises; and thus are those 
promises fulfilled. How have they acted 
upon toe subject of the (Catholic question ? 
I am not now going into the discussion oi 
that question ; but was not the grant of 
that measure «4ield out as one of the first 
consequences of the Uuiun ? Such was to 
be collected from the words of 6evor&l of 
the principal advocates of that measure 
and, among .others, even Dr. Duigenan 
Wr. Pitt and the noble lord (Castleveagh) 
held ont a hope, upon their retirement 
from office in 1£0 1, that their return to 
might be deemed the signal for Ca- 
tholic emancipation. But .yet they re- 
lumaB to office, and no such graut was 
1 proposed. YVere not the frequent disap- 
pointments of the Catholic body-p-their 
liopes c deferred— onfe Pf the principal causes 
gjlfthfi Irish discontents ? — Here Mr. bherio 
*^hui entered into a review of the conduct 
*f the .several members of the present ca- 
binet with respect to the catholic question, 
contrasted thos&wbo formerly prooti- 
; r fed so much to tlie Catholics with those 
bo Intel lately endeavoured to 0 put , an 


jvjal obstacles to the views of the Catholics, 
must act disagreeably to him whose scru- 
ples upon the subject might be removed by 
time and consideration. The right hon. 
gmt. concluded this part of the subject by 
referring to the conduct of the last adminis- 
tration, whose promptitude ui di opping 
the bill respecting the Catholics ho appro- 
ved, perhaps much more than lie did of 
their original introduction of it. — 1 think, 
said Mr. S., they begau at the wrong end. 
They should have commenced the measure 
of redress in Ireland at the cottage, instead 
of a| the park and the mansion. To have^ 
gone first to tlie higher orders of the Catho- 
lics — to have sought to make them judges, 
and peers and commoners — 1 r do nut, know' 
that such a jAroceeding, had it taken place, 
svould not rather have served to aggra- 
vate discontent, us it might have been cun- 
stiued into a design to divide the interests 
of the Catholics.. Sure I aril, that with a 
view to serve or to conciliate the Catholic 
population, 1 mean the poor, the peasuntrv, 
us effect would be nothing ; indeed it would 
be quite a mockery. it woukl be like 
dressing or decorating the top-masts of fc 
ship vyben therg were 10 feet water in the 
hold, or putting a laced hat on a man who 
had not a shoe to his foot. The place to 
set out with in Ireland for the relief of the 


people,, is the cottage. The distressed 
state of the peasantry must be first com* 
sidered, and above all, the tithes. 1 should 
hope-that every man of good sense and sound 
heart would be forward to devote some 
part of his attention to this important 
question. A great deal of information 
wroh respect to the state of the Irish peasan- 
try, and the bekt meanrfof relieving t<ieiri, 
may be collected from private sources. I 
have had many communications .on the 
subject, and I have looked jnto seveml.va- 
iuable books and pamphlets respecting the 
Irish peasantry, but have Jjfeen particularly 
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interested by Mr. Bell's treatise upon ibein. 

It would not require much reading after 
this book to make gentlemen fully ac- 
quainted with the state, habits and cha- 
racter of these poor peasant^, whose suf- 
ferings l^iive lo long and forcibly appealed 
to the humanity andt^usfice of the legisla- 
ture* I have heard it said, and I have al- 
ways beef! shocked at the assertion, that 
the Irish peasantry might be comfortable 
if they would, if they chose to be indus- 
trious ; and that it is idle to attempt atiy 
improvement of their condition. It is 
abominable tt> hear blame-luid on Proviy 
dence instead of faying it on man. Cqf 
any set of men, I would ask, be found whfli 
manifest so much of -the qualities of which 
these cruel calumniators would deprive, 
them, as tlie Irish peasantry 1 ? But they are 
only calumniated by those men who would 
degrade them bilow tl elevel of thehumar^ 
creation* in order to palliate their own in- 
humanity towards them/ We were told in 
England, that the unhappy Africans were in- 
sensible to the ordinary feelings of humanity, 
in order to render us indifferent lo their 
sufferings, and to the custom of the slave 
trade. On similar motives the character 
of the Irish peasantry is so foully misrc-1 
presented by some men in this country and 
in Ireland ^llso. But what palpabfe evi- 
dence dp the Irish peasants, Wherever you 
meet them, afford of the falsehood of thetr 
slanderers. Can any men exhibit more of 
enterprise than *thbse peasants, in coming 
to this country in search of employment, 
nr more of affection for country and 
family, in "returning home with the. pit- 
tances they earn here ? Is it not manifest 
to every one of you, that the charge of in- 
disposition to industry cannot apply to 
those poor nu*n,*who* iq fact, do all the 
hard work of this metropolis ? When, then, 
the IrisJj exhibit such a character in ttois 
country, it is impossible, that such a dif- 
ference at home as some gentlemen assert 
to exist, £an proceed fro*m any other than 
fyoss misrule* If 1 were proposing this 
enquiry in time of profound peace, 1 
should expect Jour acquiescence in it. 
But in the difficulties which now surround 
the country, the claim js, in my mind, irre- 
^biattylc. J know it has been long the hack- 1 
niefl cant, that fuck ancf such is the most 
perilous period the country, has ^*er knowa* 
But without any such cant— without ^ny 
exaggeration whatever, I defy any man to 
■shew me n period in our history so full of 
peril ; aijjJ where shall we look for aid ? 1 


am sick of continental alliances, of hearing 
about your magnanimous emperor Alex* 
ander, and all the rest of them. When* 
however, 1 look at the conduct of that so* 
vereign, triumphing at Petersburg!) tfpta 
acquisitions of territory plundered from 
Prussia her ally, to whom, were bn 
really magnanimous, he ought rather to 
have given territory, i cannot endure the 
idea of turning to the continent for any 
tlwng to confide in far our existence When 
Ijpook at France* ijot as Mr* Burke dqf 
veribed it, * a blank ih the map of Eu- 
rope but wbfen I see nothing almost but 
France— when 1 look to the state of the 
East Indies, and to that of the West also 
-M find, indeed, that on Monday yob 
pledged yourselves to enquire into the state 
of property in those islands, dnd very pro* 
perly too 3 but when you jhus pledge 
> ourselves to enquire as to the property of 
the West- India planters* is at too muck 
for me to propose a pledge that you will 
lake into your consideration not the pro^ 
perty of the I rish, but their allegiance* liber- 
ty, and right— when I look at America, 
but in mem ioning that coutftjy I should he 
sorry if understood at all to speak in tense 
ill calculated to encourage a deposition to 
surrender that privilege which we cannot 
surrender, without abandoning power and* 
importance— when I have thus reviewed 
the Siate of our colonies, connections, 'fend, 
allies* and find the appearance so gloomy* 
is it unreasonable # that I should ask yon ’to 
look at *your statute book, and tp study 
the means of conciliating the alliance w 
your own subjects? While such menacing 
danger hangs ever us, 1 Cannot* without 
serious pain reflect upon the manner in 
which you employ yourselves— one party 
charging the othef, and vice vcrsd~*-' “you 
did that job"— “No, but you did worse/' 
—“'My plan raised more 'recruits than 
yourV'— 4< No, byt it did not." As if men 
were recruiting for a wager, and the onfly 
object of debate was to criminate each 
other. 1 cannot patiently tbiqk of such 9 
petty Squabbles, while Buonaparte! is grasp- 
ing the nations— while he is surrotiuding" 
France, not with tljat iron fronyer* for 
which the wish and childish ambition of* 
• Ldbis the l^th was so eager, but wifti king*, 
dmns of his own creation— ’Securing the . 

| gratitude of higher minds as the hostage, and 
the fears of others as pledges for his safety* 
His are no ordinafy fortifications* jtfis 
Martello towers qre his alhes*-cjo)vns ahd 
sceptres. are the pallisadoes of bis entrench* 
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tnents, and kings are his cent'tnels. — Tu not /patter to him by whom the object was 
iuch a state the world then, and with taken up. His desire was to have, the 
such an eneifty, viewing this country as thing done ; and if any gentleman on any 
. . the almost remaining object of his ambition bide of the house, would follow it up, he 
to destroy— surely the policy of looking to would be entitled to the gratitude of Ire- 
all the means of strengthening yourselves lund, and should have bis warmest thanks, 
is too obvious to require comment. Let The Chancellor of the Exchcqvcr said, it 
me then exhort you to consider the means did not seem to him to be necessary to enter 
of rendering that country really service- into any argument on the subjects touched 
, able to you. I have heard of subsides, on by the right 1 bon. gent. He begged 
Your Subsidies to Piussia were consider- leave, however, before he even troubled 
4f|jble iti amount, and f yet quite unproduv- the house with the lew words which he 
live in effect. Why don't you subsidise should have to offer on the subject of the 
Ireland? And all the subsidies I ask for weight hon. gent’s, motion, to‘ correct amift- 
lier is your confidence, affection and justice tyke into which he had fallen. The right 
to her people. These, 1 call on you to grant lion. gent, had said, that the military de- 
before it be too late, if you refuse to s6e fence of Ireland had been greatly reduced 
the danger that menaces, and will not within a short period by the removal of 
consider in* due time about liie means troops Irani that country. Any reduction 
which 1 propose to you for providing against of this kind, however, which had taken 
it, it is a bad symptom. The first character place, was trifling in the extreme; and 
of .courage «is to look at danger with a when lie mentioned that there were at this 
dauntless eye, and the next to combat it moment in Ireland .50,000 men of the re- 
with a dauntless heart. If with this rcso- gular army and militia alone, independent 
lution we front our dangers, history will of volunteers, gentlemen, he \va9 con- 
do justice to our feelings and character, vinccd, would agree with him, that the 
whatever may be the exertions or the sue- ibilitury force in that part of tiie country 
fcess of the formidable tyrant who would had nut been reduced in any improper de- 
destroy us»,or o£ those who succeed to his gree. Having lectified this mistake in the 
power and his views. The honest historian statement of the right hon. gent., he should 
. will not fail to yield a just tribute to our now oner a few words on the grounds.upon 
reputation. It* iaitMul to ourselves, ii which he called on the house to concur m 
4 united, we shall in these two little islands, the present motion. Greai part of what 
to which, as to an altar, freedom has flown had fallen from the right hon. gent, on this 
for refuge, be able to light with all the head seemed to him not so much applicable 
valorous fury of men defending a vio- to the right bon. cent. *s present purpose, as 
lated.sauctuary.-— The right hon. gent, then to two bills lately before the house, and on 
concluded with moving “ That this house which, as it would seem, the right hon. 

“ will -immediately, ou the meeting of gent., having omitted, or not having seen, 
w tiie ensuing session o (parliament, pro- a favourable opportunity of delivering his 
“ coed to take into their most serioas and sentiments, wished still to avail liiuiself of 
44 solemn consideration, the State and that piivilege. t Tlie harangue of the right 
V Condition of Ireland, m the anxious hon. gent, taking it in this point of view, so 
ft hope, that such measures and remedies fuv from bring calculated to produce una- 
u may be safely adopted, in regard to the nimily, could alone tend to discontent and 
M discontents alleged to exist in * that division. When the right hon. gent, stated, 

* country, us may render unnecessary the that the renewalof the bills alluded to for a 
44 continuance 6i those provisions which series of years was only to prepare the pep- 
u the legislatuie of the united kingdom has pie for a total extinction of thetr liberties, 

• 44 dedmed it expedient reluctantly to adopt was that not calculated to irritate rather 
** at tjbe close ot the present session* and than to reconcile? The measures, too, to 
« the permanence'’ dt which would be a which the right bon gent, alluded, had* only 
. 44 '. vitiation of the rights of (he people of lately passed thiough that house, ai\d had 

f lrelauti, and a subversion of the spirit been regarded universally as acts of ilhpe- 
and practice of our free constitution.” Tio us necessity, it was, therefore, rather 
Afterhehad read his motion, the right ap extravagant expectation' in the right hon. 
hogi. gent, expressed ‘his readiness to ac- gent* that having so receutLy declared the 
rfuuscp jn any amendment which should measures necessary, the house should now, 
4eave its main object untouched/ It did with* the circumstance fresh in l^eir recot 
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. lectidn, contradict what they hart soMately his native country, was not the less lumi- 
en acted. The house had lately discharged nous, because a commendable moderation 
an important duty to the people on this and served to augment its splendour and invi- 
on the other side of the water : it was exthi- gorate its force, lie (Mr. Grattan) a # p- ■ 
vagant in the .right lion. gent, to hope that proved of that moderation, and approved 
they should so soon falsify what they had of the sentiment — it was not in the senti- 
done. That the house? would be ready at all ment lie differed from his right hon. friend 
times to consider every thing that could be — no, far from it; he heartily coincided 
done for the good of Ireland, there could be with him In the sentiment ; it was in the 
no doubt; and this being the case, there aAlicatibn of that ^entiment tha^he had 
could be no necessity for entering into a tie misfortune to differ from him. In the 
pledge to that effect: It was only for the first place, he could^iot agree with his rigftt 
right lion. gent, at any time, to bring for- hon. fi iend, that there were no just grounds 
ward any measure which in his judgement for the passing of the two bills, the Irish 
might be for the good of the united kingduft Arms bill, and the Irish Insurrection bill, 
in cencral, and Ireland in particular, and v^hich had been enacte'd by parliament, 
hefvould be ready to give it every support 1 1 is right hon. friend had said, that there 
in his power. He denied chat the right was no just ground foi* passing the Insur- 
hou. gent, was correct in saying, that ever rection bill, and yet had not his right hon. 
since the union the interests of Ireland had friend admitted that there was a French 
been treated with indifference. He knew* parly in Ireland? lie did more, lie said that 
that the house would be -eager at all times there had been ever a French party in Ire- 
to*hew every attention to the stateaof that land. He allowed the»justice of that state- 
part of the country without the necessity of ment ; but he begged the house, and his right 
any pledge on th£ subject. Ho should lion, friend, to recollect, that there was a very 
therefore forbear from introducing any un- great difference between a # party that had 
profitable discussion on the present oc- existed, and a party that now existed, and 
fusion, but should content himself *wilh not only that, but ther^ was also a gre*at 
moving the previous question. difference in the times, and novfthat France 

Mr. Grattan began by observing that lie was become such a gigantic power, and a. 
was glad that the present question liud French party existed in Ireland, that 
excited ft) great a portion of the public at, was alone,* in his opinion, a good reason 
tiMitioii, because it shewed that the people for adopting a strong measure. Theie* 
of this country wpre not indifferent to the might be time's when the confmon law of 
common cause. Ireland was linked to that the land was by no means suflicient for the 
cause, and every thing’ which related to safety and security of the country ; and 
Ireland naturally excited the public in- when that was the case, strong measures 
terest. It was the cause, not of Ireland must be resorted to. He c^d not mean to 
only, but of the two islands together ; the say that the people of Ireland were in ge- 
ftreatness, that is, the being of this great neral yisatlected ; on the contrary, he join- 
empire, was identified with the cordial co- ed with his right hon. friend in the belief 
operation of Ireland, .and every question that they were generally loyal and firmly 
that related to the one, naturally involved attached to the government of tins country, 
the dcar&t interests of the other. With It was not, however, sufficient to say that 
regard to the term of the lnsurrecti6n bill, particular counties were nudist urbed. Mr. 
lie had certainly, voted »for the shorter justice Fox, lie hud no doubt, was very 

• period, aud he still believed that it would right m what he had said of the counties of 9 
infVe been y more wrise to confine within Tipperary, Wexford, and Kilkenny, but 
as narrcfW limits as possible, the period there might be*diseon tented parties mother • 
of the suspension of the British constitu- quarters, which were suflicient to justify 
lion. This much he* said in confirmation the extraordinary powers given by the bills % 
of Jhe assertion of his? right hon. friend Jatoly passed. His right lion, iricadhad 
(Mr* Sheridan), who had, on that night, stated that flie people of Ireland were in a 
re-asserted his claim to the 4|ib applause o£ slate of perfect tranquillity, and, that a 
past times," and the disinterested admira- person of the highest authority, in another 
tioij. of impartial posterity. He had fought place, had given it as his opinion that^he 
a good fight in the cause of Ireland ; he had Arms bill was unnecessary. That high 
evinced a statesman's firmness and 9 pa- authority might tlnnk so, but he Could uot 
t riot's lovfc, and his display in the cause of agree with •him on that head. Thegreat 
Vol.. IX. . . U II 



1203] PARIj* DEBATES, August 13, 1 State of Ircl&id, [1204? 

object of the Arms bill seemed rtot to be so justly in his own country; he had ap- 
fully understood; it had in view the dit- proved of the principle; the solicitor-ge- 
armingy not the great mass of the people, ueralfor Ireland had approved of the prin- 
butcertain portions of them who were rc- ciple of the bill — a man, pci haps, of the 
bels, and who went about the country to first genius in that country, and of a spirit 
the houses of farmers, and gentleman who of patriotism liberal agd enlightened as his 
were known to have arms, and plundered talents. Tins present bill had been suppurt- 
them of the same, to use them for rebel- ed by them both; and was ij culpable 
lious purposes, and one ot the chief objects in him (Mr. Ci rattan) lo yield to his own 
of the bill was to take* from those robbers impulse when sanctioned by such great 
the power of doing that. Anotherobjcly constitutional authority? The billhebe- 
of^the act was to prevefit compulsory oaths licvtd to be necessary, and so rooted was 
from being administered, and other mat- diis conviction, that he should.have support- 
ters which tended to promote and diffuse ud that hill had he been left in a trifling 
insurrection. Wijs it oppression to check nimonty — nay, continued Mr. Grattan, 
suck a banditti in their career — the caret* had I stood alone I should have vote^for 
that must finally arm them against all law both bills — the state of Ireland jusfmed 
and social order ? Ke did not thypk it was, them. I am npt speaking against Ireland, 
and he therefore voted for the enaction ol but I am advocating the cause ol Ireland 
the Irish Arinsbill. But, it had been his against Fiance. 1 would put Ireland her- 
crimetoo, tojvote for the Insurrection act.. 'self against the distempers that would sap 
He had done so, and he did not think he ever her constitution— *it is a strong cunstku- 
should have cause ttf regret that vote. It tion — riaturc has done much, but soifte- 
did go to suspend the constitution, but its thing may creep in to abuse the bounty of 
operation was confined tb a state of rebel* natuie — at the same tune they are not to be 
lion only; thajt is, an aweful emergency looked upon as symptom* of weakness — 
alpne was to render its application neccSsa- the bodily habit is physically strong, and 
ry. The remec^’ was violent — granted — the eruptions on the surface prove rather a 
but the evif was deadly. The trial by jury, c< rtain kind of inane violence, that may be 
.however, was not even in rebellion io be purified into salutaiy strength ; — comet 
abolished, and th e judicium pnriiun wa,i the external prui lencyjand you have all thu 
justly considered equivalent lo any such advantages ol inward health and substantial 
r emergency; with all this he was ready to vigour — thi pimple on the face of the fair 
admit that the remedy was unconstitutional, one does not dim the lustre of hoi beauty or 
But at the same time he'felt that it wasnc- conliact the fascination of her charms. In 
cessary. It was no new or sudden remedy ; the same manner, it Ireland had expressed 
the first insurrection act had originated with any indignant sense ol measures that were 
the late lord Kilwarden, cjnel judge of the deemed oppressive, the* ieelmg that was 
king’s bench in Ireland. lie had drawn it stiong in resentment for allcdged sufferings, 
up, and that person was no enemy to tl* 2 csta- would be lively in gratitude lor piojtctod 
blishedlaws of his couvitrV, for at his death benefits. Ireland might murium for what 
he had announced his wish that lus murdci- she had suffi ieS, but would be grateful tor 
ers should be brought to justice by the law what she was butpionused. So much lorlrc- 
of the land only, and not by any ext raordi- land. With respect tA those *two laws, 
nary intfaus of intervention. A still, grea- they art' enacted not against Belaud, but for 
ter authority had supported the principle of the (inpiie. If the suspension of the ct. li- 
the bill, J.he late lord Yehe^ton, viscount stitution is objected to, 1 ahswcr that the v 
Avcnmore, then the chid baron of the ex- Mutuiy bill is a suspension of ihe constitu- 
cheqder. That great constitutional lawyer lion in England ; of the dearest privileges of 
had approved of the principle ol tins bill ;he Bill of Bights ; y.ct, why was it enacted ? 
4§bn the ground of its urgent new ssity. That we might have ail army — a standing 
JHe !^)oke in the Irish house of lords ki far army — in England, and why are those 
vour of'the principle in 17i)b, in 1 797 he the Irish Arms Unci Irish Insurrection bilft,’ 
supported the principle, and in 175)8 proved enacted f — why, that the French may not 
that he was not wrong in supporting it. have an army in Ireland. It is good to tylk 
Byt, as to men yet Jiving, they were not of abstract principles ; but it is better to ap- 
Aithopt authority : the Jate attorney-gene- ply such principles to existing difficulties, 
rarl for freland was known enough even in I ,w*uld therefore suspend \he English con- 
that house to be theft; the authority fre jvas stitution iu Ireland, that Ireland may hav« 
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it and maintain it ever after. I like attract kind of \yatch-word to summon theoppress- 
principles most where they.can be best up- ed to act in common cause against their op- 
pbed ; ihose wide, vague, cosmopolitan pression. I would propose, then, a commu- 
principles were useless if they did not appi) , tation of Tithe. This subject deserves the 
and perhaps were dangerous if they did. most serious attention, for if you remove 
So inucjj lur flie bills which I have support- this one cause of discontent, it will go in 
ed ; and now as to the general state of Ire- a great degree to fritter away the rest.— 
land 1 would say a few words. If you The third head is religion : upon this I 
would renftiJv Ireland, look to it in three shall be very brief, because it is too obvi- 
poiiilb of view : look to tt in its education, oik to receive any elucidation from what I 
its agriculture, title! its religion. The sys- cyuld offer here. # I most heartily cqpcur 
tern of education is bad; it is, as far as relates \fith my right hon. friend— the door # is 
to the fiee schools, a monopoly— the num- snut, and the population of Ireland is ex- 
ber of petty scljoqls are injurious to tin/ eluded— and excluded from what ? from the 
cause oThtcialure. I would go not only jp means of defending you — from the gene- 
educatc the rich but the poor. Eight thou- rous spirit to defend \Wiat they have not, 
sand acres of land ‘support but IS free rfhd the disinterested zeal of co-operating 
schools, averaging the 8000 acres at with you in defence of what you have and 
10,000 pounds— those free schools have enjoy, an# that too immediately by them? to 
not succeeded ; I am not prepared to say whom you refuse the same blessings. The 
why. x Maiiy of the principals I know to e parliament have no right to refuse their re- 
bc nii.ii of capability, ass^uily, and learn- ligion to a people that obey ^faithfully and 
ing; but yet the schools have declined, fight ardently in behalf of the laws that it 
Perhaps it is owing to the niggardly policy enacts. No one set of men can justly dic- 
that defeats its own.ohject iu the manner of tute to another t[ie creed of their own or- 
the institution. The petty schools are too thortox) — no government has a right to ob- 
raany, and the great ones too few. There- trude into the sanctuary* of the human 
suit of such an economy may be readily an- mind, to decide between its God and its se- 
ticipated. Two or three great public sponsibility. But it has fceen %pid,that Che 
schools would be better than a horde of faith of the Catholics of Ireland related *to 
theaoiinnoiiinefiicient schools. When you foreign powers and engendered foreiguaf— 
plant a tie school in a wide extent, and yet lections. .It is denied by the Catholics m 
a limited vicinitv, vou ingraft lmbccililj their professions and conduct. The lead- 
up* ignorance : it perishes by its own ing sentiment, among them ig hostility to 
weakness. Wherfas, colonize learning, and France and French principles. I will read 
you assist its propagation. I would recdm- the resolutions of the Protestant G^and Ju- 
inend, thcielore, a principal school in each rors of the county of Kilkenny — 1 wijl read 
parish. As to the second consideration — also the answer of their Catholic brethren 
llieagncultuie; it involved at once the ques- [here the right •hon. gent, tead the resolu- 
tion of tithes : tithes made the hol-bed of nous]. Is it, then, to be endured, that 
discontent in Ireland. 1 would propose such Aen couldjn general be ^suspected of 
Sjorne modification with respect to the mode harbouring a thought favourable to French 
of collecting them. Let the government, politicians ? Let England look at her 
suppose, •guarantee the payment to the strength, and ask herself lipw much she 
clergy, and thus exonerate the struggling owes of it to Ireland. The Catholics have 
peasant from the many restrictions that at gone hand in hand cheerfully with .you in 
present hang.ove Aim, as to the culture or all dangers ; will you now turn your back ^ 
management of the, little spot that gives on them, and deny them a shufc of your 
him an interest in the fate of Ireland, by privileges? if you object to them pigmy 
enabling him to feed his wife and family ; scruples of bigotry mid party, how wril you * 
thissubjectis peculiarly worthy the attention answer to their mighty # appeal to tln^battles 
of parliament, because iithes have been the they have fought. And the victories they • 
of all pas^ disturbances iu Ireland. Imve shareckin ? It is a bad policylto tell 
Tithes gave rise to the “ Llcdrls of Steel. " tUe men covered with wounds in defence of . 
Tithes called together the “ # Rigfit IVye. your rights, that they shall have no rights 
Tithes were the cause of the “ White Boys.” to plead for ; but n*y hopes are founded-on 
Tillies were the cause of the “ Peep of something sounder ^han your provisions, 
day Boys/' .Tithes were the cause of If the people of Ireland see their ^sifuatio'n 
44 Threshers/' Tithes were in a raatfier a with a mind truly great— if, a* formerly. 
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t’leir strength of mind be but proportionate 
to the extent of\hcir calamity—- if w ith a dig- 
nified compassion they pity and forgive the 
pitiable virulence of party animosity — it 
they forget every thing but themselves and 
what they have been, and what they have 
done ; in 1 779, when they got a trade, and 
in the memorable 1782, when they got a 
constitution — if Ireland but remembers 
this, and looks to the present moineutdus 
crisis with the eye of a gallant general, and 
H^iigh-mindod nation, tiien will she best rJ- 
futc the calumnies of ignhrance; she will 
not turn aside from the cause of Cl real 
Britain, of Europe, and the globe, to 
listen to the moodj vnutterings of any shab- 
by mutineer — the night-hoy, or the white- 
bq^, or any other ragged rebel. She will look 
to what such a policy did for her in 1779 ; 
she will sen constitution following com- 
merce in 1782; she will ponder upon 
them and not disgrace the example of those 
hallowed times. French politics are their 
own remedy. Ireland need not look to 
Holland, where commerce invited plunder, 

* hut could not glut it. Ireland need not 
look to Genoa, where prostration .was 
Ifte consequence of an ill-placed and hasty 
confidencef Slfe need not look to Italy, 
where all that was made sacred by time, 
by habit, by national prejudice, by religion, 
served only by the richness of the spoils, to 
» heighten tiie splendour of the conflagration 
that consumed them. Lev her remember 
that she has quahfic-.d herself in pursuit of 
the rights she has obtained, hr/ the freedom 
that sought, and the allegiance that ac- 
knowledge them. Ireland has fought boldly 
and faithfully to secure to 'England the con- 
stitution Ireland so naturally wishes tg share 
the blessing of; but slje well continue in the 
pursuit of them, as she has done in the 
pursuit of a legitimate object — by legitimate 
means. Let it be for you to answer her 
accordingly, aqd let no narrow policy pre- 
vent you from making the Irish Protestants 
, a people, by making the Irish Catholics 
free menc Such are my sphtiments as to 
the §tate of Ireland ; agreeing, as I do, 
with the sentiments of my 'right lion, friend, 
whose exertions tki^ night in t'lie cause of 
his yative country, are above my f poor 
praise, and do equal honour'to his talents 
and to his patriotism ; still I differ from 
him iif the application of that sentiment. 
Besides, the motion jirit§ present form goes 
Jo* censure the late proceedings of parlia- 
ment,* with respect to ttoat country ; and J 
do yot think that tli£ house >you!d readily 


acquiesce in imposing a censure upon itself. 

I am willing to ‘give every credit to the mo- 
tives of my right hon. friend in making the 
present motion, but it is not to be expected 
that I am now to censure^ my own act 
in voting for the two bills, whichothe pre- 
sent state of Ireland,* and that of Europe, 
as affecting Ireland, in my mind rendered 
necessary. 

Mr. Dillon declared,, that the adoption 
of the proposition before the house, must 
be considered as a solemn pledge of a new 
system of policy to be pursued with regard 
\o the government of J reland. It was a 
question of two modes of governing a 
country, which was admitted to be in a 
perpetual state of ’ radical discontent. 
With regard to the government of such a 
country, two inodes only could be resorted 
to — the one which he should recommend, 
namely, by removing the causes of such al- 
leged discontez#; the other, by adopting 
such vigorous and restrictive measures as 
those lately adopted, the effect of which 
was to guard against the ill effects of the 
bad system of policy pursued — a system 
which u’opld consecrate abuse and reign 
only by arbitrary power* As to the effects 
of such a system, he must be allowed to 
state .aq axiom which had been agreed 
upon at til times, and by all *:he eminent 
persons who had ever written oc spoken 
upon political econoni) — this axiom yus, 
that a state would soone£ recover fronfcthe 
effects of war, and conflagration, and ge- 
neral devastation, provided the period which 
should ensue should be one in which such 
state should have full advantages pf excel- 
lent laws and excellent government — than 
a state which had not been afflicted by such 
calamities, but had .habitually groaned 
under bad government, restrictive laws, or 
I commercial and civil liberty, during a pe- 
riod of unprofitable moix>tonous 4 peace. To 
illustrate this axiom, he had only to look 
to the history Ireland during the period 
of the two last centimes ; and he was con- 
strained to give the preference to the 
former century, although disturbed and 
afflicted by frequent wars, over the last 
bentury, although a period of profound 
peace. Ifere he took a view of the state 
of Ireland from queen Elizabeth's rtdgu frp 
the year Jl 69S, when the woollen trade was 
destroyed, and the articles ©f Limerick in- 
fringed, proving how much Ireland had 
comparatively flourished 'when laws had 
been passed in favour of commercial and 
civif liberty, though in a most disturbed pe- 
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r4od : and how low . she had been since, 
owing to such restrictive laws, up to»4 799 > 
when she recovered her trade. He earnestly 
recommended the people of Ireland always 
to look to the period of the glorious nera*of 
1782, and not to the disgraceful one of 1798 ; 
in the ope they obtained their liberties— * -in 
tbe^other they lost thteni ; that they should 
follow Mr. Grattan’s* advice, and pursue 
legitimate "otfjects by legitimate means.— 
With regard to that intolerable grievance, 
the present tithing system, he anticipated 
objections on the part of the chancellor of 
the exchequer, on the score of danger to 
the church, by meddling with church pro 
perty. But this had been done already by 
lord Castlereagh, who had brought in a bill 
at the time of passing the act of Union, ex- 
empting pasture lands from the payment 
of tithe of agistment, as it 'was called — a 
most invidious and oppressive exemption. 
—It was impossible to argue more at lengthy 
when the gentlemen opposite would not 
condescend to notice any observations from 
bis side of tlfe house — there was nothing 
for him to refute. He concluded by giving 
his warm support to Mr Sheridan’s mo- 
tion. 

Mr. Windham thought the disturbances 
in Ireland were to be imputed solely to an 
ill-judged system of misrule in that coun- 
try. - The Irish had been long asking, not 
so much for the rights of the constitution, 
as the rights of nature. As to a French 
party in Ireland, be not Tonly believed that 
there was a Frenfch party, but that there 
ever had been a French party tliere, and, 
4 waa it wise to give that party strength by 
the refusal of concessions, to which the 
population of Ireland had so just a claim ? 
At the same tinpe, he did not mean in fhe 
lfeast degree to call in question the propriety 
of the late two bills— the Insurrection and 
the Arms bills. It bad b£en satisfactorily 
proved t<^ every ipdividual in that hornfe, 
that there was an existing necessity in Ire- 
land for the enactment of those measures, 
on the great ancf incontrovertible autho- 
rity of his .right hoq. friend upon his left 
hand (h|r.*Grattan)« He had stated, that 
there was a French party in Ireland, and 
that those measures were necessary; if 
ibis right hon. friend ha<| not information to 
j^e^edied on with respect to Ireland, he 
(Mr! Windham) did not anojv who had ; 
and if the-sama character bad Jot ah in- 
terest in every thing connected with thpt 
country, he was really at a loss to find out 
wfeo hud. Hp disapproved, too, of the 


mamfer in which his right hon. friend 
lupon his*right ( Mr. Sheridan) bad thrown 
out his objections with respfect to the state 
of Ireland. In exciting Ireland to discon* 
tent, he was afraid it was spurring a wil- 
ling horse, though he did nqt wish at die 
same time to have it understood, that he 
thouglft the conciliatory effort of his right 
hon. friend in making the motion he bad 
submitted to the house, like the sly horse- 
man ; who, 

f While his off-heel, Insidiously aside,* 

Provokes the caper^ which he seems to ehide| 

he did not mean to insinuate that ; but he 
should certainly be very cautious how far 
he would hold out to a people promises of 
relief, when there were no means of relief 
id his power. The attempt of the late tni* 
nisters had been defeated, and in a maimer 
that left %o room for nope. * It was one 
thing to talk of relief to the great mass of 
a population, but it was a different thing to 
administer it. He acceded mo6t cordially 
to the principle, that^hat house should not 
lose sight of Ireland. It was the outpost, 
and an out-pos^ that endangered in it* 
loss the safety of the place itself. IIe was . 
convinced that their union toas essential to 
the very existence of Great Britain. Ire- 
land was the most vulnerable* and at tho 
same time the most mortal part of tho 
empire. He did not much like tampering ■ 
with her. • It was like the abrupt removal 
of bandages : the bad handling of the;banh , 
dages might do a great deal, of uninten- 
tional mischief by # giving rise to a conisi* 
derable portion of irritation. As«to the 
specific object of the motion now before 
the house, ho did not know well know to 
refuse his assent to it : he sfiould hope that 
the pledge was unnecessary, but neverthe- 
less, &hen required of him, he did not 
think he could consistently refuse it. Ho 
was willing to pledge himself along with 
the hbuse, that the state of Ireland should 
have their early and most grave considera- 
tion-, for he felt that such a pledge was 
due to the discontents existing in that ill* < 
treated country. lie earnestly hoped that 
the house would, in the present instance, 
have no objection to pledge itself to do * 
what toas acknowledged upon all sjfles to 
be its duty, andafiuty of the first mag 
tiitdde. , » ' . * 

.Lord William Russell felt peculiar regret 
at being obliged to differ, in the slightest 
degree, from his right honourable friend^ 
as he hoped his sincere adm:ration for Jbe 
'talents and character, of both woglck alfo&r 
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Mm the privilege of calling them, (messrs. ed of many great and excellent qualities, 
Grattan and Windham) ; but he could not and 6f bid merit in any respect he* did 
farbear expressing his dissent from some not entertain Che smallest doubt:— but 
of the points they had respectively urged, that noble duke was now officially connect* 
in justification of the two bills which had ed'with a party in this country, whose sys. 
lafely passed that house, the grounds of tem of policy he more than .doubted ; be 
which, it was the object of his honourable was convinced it was fundamentally bad ; 
friend's motion to bring under theVuture the duke of Bedford's moderation had been 
revision of parliament : he felt indeed condemned in that house, by, persons dow 
snore imperiously bound to attempt some high’ in the administration of this country, 
explanation of his sentiments, as one hb- who had deprecated the effects of what 
stourable gentleman (Mr. Grattan) hdd they termed his mistaken lenity •—What 
'jested a main part of his argument on tire had resulted from the opposite course 
circumstance of the persons who composed which had been pursued with little inter- 
the late administration of Ireland having mission for centuries ?*-The necessity of 
adopted a similar measure.— For that go- the late bills !— And was it really thought 
leernment, in all* its parts, it would bp possible that the same treatment which had 
easily believed, no person could possibly occasioned the disease should afterwards 
entertain a higher respect than himself; to operate as its cure ? — It would be an un- 
tbe noble duke who had been a? the head warrantable trespass on the indulgence of 
of it he was bound by every tie that could the house to go into a detailed examination 
attach man to man, not only by the near- of the plan on which Ireland had been go- 
est consanguinity and the most affectionate verned ever since her conquest under Henry 
intimacy, which had subsisted between them the Second, and deduce a regular train of 
Jrom their earliest infancy, but also from consequences from a perseverance in the 
a perfect reciprocity of opinion on all poli - same line of conduct towards her, during 
tical topics; the authority of that noble a. period of 600 years; though such an in- 
person waB with him all but omnipotent : vestigation would undoubtedly open a field 
te had likewise so favourable a judgment of rejection from which many very useful 
of all thosa who Wre associated with his lessons might be drawn ; we had throughout 
iihble relation in the administration of his treated her only as a conquered country, 

* government, thaj, bad they continued in we had never appeared everf’to suppose 
office, he should have consented, by his the possibility of her interests being iden- 
, vote, to the provisions lately enacted with- tilled with ours; instead of nourishing her 
out hesitation, though certainly not with- strength, as an addition to pur own resources 
out deep regret,; giving, full credit to their with the fostering care of an anxious parent 
representation of the necessity, and enter- towards a child ; we had exacted her ser- 
taining an implicit reliance on their discre- vices as a* task-master from a slave, and 
tion abd forbearance in the exercise of the consequently, both nations bad viewed 
extraordinary ‘powers entrusted to their each other with the natural distrust of per- 
hatids: but the confidence he should have sons standing in so odious a relation.— It 
reposed in them, be could not exte c nd to was necessary, however, and sufficient for 
,#heir successors. — It had been the grand the present puipose, particularly to draw 
principle of the government over which his the attention of the bouse to the histoiy of 
ftobl© relation had presided, to conciliate the last eleven years, during which the pre- 
all the differences, to allay the jealousies sent laws had existed ; they were first 
and animosities that had so long districted adopted, he belieyed, for $ years did they 
■ that unhappy country ; to restore the bles- in |bat time remedy the grievance P-i-No-* 
sing of bannony 9 to unite uU'descriptions they were theu renewed for seven, still the 
of men, and, above all, to establish that condition of the country remained the 
’ roost -Important desiderata id, a mutual con- same; and we had now been called* on to 
fidendfc between the, people and their ma- continue them for three more.— We had had 
piatpatea antf rulers.X-He challenged a sufficient time to judge of the merit of the 
maple* instance in which they had depart- treaty the fruit it bad produced, and sui gfyil* 
teMroro that wise and beneficent plan.-* was now tjjme to abandon a project that had 
JNf the 4 noble duke (Richmond) who had so indisputably failed* Were be to con* 
p&n appointed to succeed him, he did tent ourselves with ringing the changes oh 
lied wish to insinuate any thing the least the number of years for which such mda- 
} dWspectff ul ; he knew Mm to be possess, suret were tote passed; and set with our' 
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lands before us in these times of danger, jesty # s reign ; but he confessed, he wnhflf 
patiently waiting to see different Meets, the value of them was more apparent to V 
flow from the same causes ? He feared those him, or rather that he cotihf* think they 
who ■ encouraged such hopes would be la- were so considered by those or. whoha 
mentably disappointed : ’ they had been bestowed* In the yeas 

“ Rusticus e$pectat dum deflnet amnia; at Ute 1732, he had indeed granted them, in tho 
“ Labour, etlabetur in omne volubilia avum.” re peal of Poyning's law, the important 
Nothing short of a revolution in the whole boon if an independent legislature* bqt 
moral worjd could bring about such a state then he thought it could not be denied 
of things, as to produce security from a that, subsequently by the union^ that 
long continuance of rigour and restric- luable privilege had in fact been virtually 
tioti ; as long as the -human mind re. cancelled; for it was obvious that in the ui»y 
snained as it was, so long would force alie- ted parliament, British councils, and British 
nate love, and oppression engender faction, interest must predominate, and therefore 
tumult, abd rebellion. Hi! right honour- he feared Irish objects were only to beat^’ 
able friend (Mr. Grattan) had dwelt wkh tained by the adherence of her represeo* 
much force on the actual existence of a tatives to the ministerial side of the bottler 
French party in Ireland ; on such high au- To that union, however, much as he had 
thority he did not question the fact ; and objected to it, he was* now that it uprf 
he thought the cause of its Existence might established, as desirous as any on* 
be traced in the uniform neglect of that of giving permanence and etability, but 
liberal counsel, which the honourable gen-* he was afraid it was the general impress 
tie man had himself suggested through an sion in Ireland, that it had tteen obtained 
honourable and long political life. {The ho. under false pretences As the price of her 
n Durable gefitleman had drawn with his consent, Ireland had been promised all tb* 
wonted energy of expression, a just and hor- blessings in spirit as well as form of the fivi? 
rid picture of that misery, that had invarig- tish constitution, the Catholics of Ireland 
bly fallen from French alliance, on the unfor- bad. been promised a free participation in tH 
tunate countries who had been in theirturns the rights and benefits enjoyed by thdlr . 
her victims or dupes. But, much as be ad- fellow subjects ; and the name of a great do* 
mired the brilliancy of his eloqueneg, high- parted minister had been pledged for tfafc 
ly as he admired the principle from which performance, but the pledge remained uil» 
it spruiig, strongly as he felt the justice redeemed/ He saw on the opposite bench 
of its application ; still he would take the a ndble lord (Castlereagh), who had .been • 
liberty of saying, that * it was at present principally instrumental in carrying that 
almost unnecessary ; since the fate of Hoi- measure into effect; but he did notseea 
land, of Genoa, and of- Italy, were so no- right hon. gent, now high in the admitd*- 
torious and apparent, that even in the tration of the affairs of i reland (Mr.* Fos* 
least iufonned classes of society there were ter), or he would have wished to jddreaff 
few who were not in some measure ac- himself to him! He remembered' to have 
quainted with the atrocities that attended hearc^ that hon. gent, charge the qobfq 
them: yet in spite of all this, in the face lord, directly, and, to his face, with ha- 
of such examples, it was said there still ving carried the union by the means of 
existed a French party in Ireland ! Gra- corruption, and an undue exercise of a*- 
cious God ! was, it possible to imagine 9 a bitrary power.— They were* now closely 
more irresistible argument for a grave, im- allied, and both bolding high situations in 
partial, au{l thorough investigation into the the 'administration of the country: What 
whole. state Qf that country, than a fact so were the Irish to feel when they saw no-, 
monstrous as thaU in defiance of these thing proceed from such a junction but 
terribla warnings, there were yet ftien so renewed restrictions on them? # when # 
disaffected, so impatient of British domi- they received *no attention from govern* . 
nion, as even to prefer to it the destruc- raeut? but for the-purpose of coercion ? 
live aid and poisonoaB embrace of our He # concluded Ijjr repeating* tbat»_as be • 
•implacable enetqy, and* this too among 'should readily have voted for the "Arras 
a people as brave, as generous, jand natu- and Insurrection bills, 9 ' had they been * 
rally as Affectionate as any race finder only as means of defence in prosecuting a 
heaven,— In the course of the debate* a system of a different nature, yet he had 
grbat deal had* been said of the concessions not been able to approve of them ' as-tl ^ 
made to Ireland during his present ma- material part of. the system itselft— though 
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hi could have granted them &§ aundlia- 
nes, he could not as principals, but as they 
Were now passed, he thought all that re- 
mained was, if possible, to obtain some 
pledge, that parliament would resume that 
enquuy into the state of 1 1 eland which 
the late government had set on foot ; he 
thought the motion of bis right honf friend 
Was well adapted for this purpose, and'he 
Wpui happy to find that he should concur 
ip the vote with many of those friends, 
WUk wftfom, in a foinfer instance, it had 
hc#n so painful to hirojto disagree. 

Mr. Lochhoit was surprized at the indis- 
cretion of the right bon. mover , for to re* 
present 1 1 eland as treated worse than a 
conquered country, and as having neither 
pods to fight with, nor any thing to fight 
far* and as oppressed or neglected by the 
legislature, contrary to the fact, tended to 
fanftate that country, and to promote dis- 
union between the united kiugdoms. He 
WSI ako surprized, that the right ban. gent, 
should represent the ^ts of a legislature, 
that was distinguished by cosmopolitan 
benefice nee, as the evil pf which I relaud 
bed to complain, ho far from being asus- 

C tton ot the ehnsfctution, these acta were 
the exercise ot it. To call iurth the 
powers gu%n by t the constitution for the 
prt>te£tio«i of the peaceable ana loyal sub- 
jects, mas hut to put the constitution m 
farce. lie was happy that the example of 
< the. light bon. gent, had not been followed 
by, the other, right bon. gent, who spoke 
Irons the same bench, a<p) had pointed out 
certtuar* measures for the relief of Ireland. 
4# to .the measure respecting education, he 
entirety agreed with that right hon. gent. , 
and as to a composition for tithes, if that 
Chonld be necessary, he would not oppose 
it* provided that composition were Mo be 
flpgreswLve with the times, and as well sc- 
oured aa tttheft were m this couutry to the 
qltrgy. Aa to the question of emancipa- 
tion, bis difficulty was, that the principles 
of the religion would, m the event of* the 
, Catholics getting power, be dangerous to 
the Protestant ascendancy. «He thought 
that all governments* from which conces- 
'fttoqaer boons were dqpianded, should se- 
etisaoidue obedience to the laws before 
granting them, lea ft thefy should be recei ved 
JUt |PeQ^ingffom weakness, md not from' 
omand benevolence, and thus* excite 
[instead of gratitude. He should 
i ate against the motion, because it implied 
f a # dsr dhction of fakf bn their parts, and a 
k raqpoii acttoUhe kgAslatuce^the ne- 


cessity for which had been admitted on all 
bands# 1 

Mr. Herbert observed, Ihat it was by the 
adoption of such plans as had been suggest* 
ed'by the right hon. gent. (Mr. Grattan), 
that the people of ii eland were to be gained 
over. He could uot support the ^notion 
in its present shaped, but, if the righ* 
hon. mover would consent to leave out 
all after the word “ session/* *ne should 
then vote for iU if, 

Mr. Lockhart we s surprized at the indis- 
cretion ot the right hon. mover ; far to re-* 
present Ireland as treated worse than a 
conquered couutry, ancj, as having neithei 
argis to fight with, nor any thing to fight 
for, and as oppressed or neglected by the 
legislature, coutrary t6 the tact, tended to 
irritate that couutry, and to promote dis- 
union between the united kingdoms. He 
was also surprized, that the right bon. gent. 
Should represent the acts of a legislature, 
that was distinguished by cosmopolitan 
beneticepce, as the evil oft whiqh Ireland 
had to complain. So far fronf being a sus- 
pension of the constitution, these acta were 
but the exercise of it. To call forth the 
powers given by the constitution for the 
protection of the peaceable and loyal sub- 
jects, was but to put the constitution in 
force. He was happy that the example of 
the ngut hon. gent, had not beeu followed 
by the other right hon. gent, who spoke 
Horn the same bench, and had pointed out 
certain measures for the relief of Ireland, 
As to the measure respecting education, lie 
entirely agreed with that right hon. gent. ; 
and aB to a composition for tithes, if that 
should be necessary, he would not oppose 
it , provided that composition were to be 
piogresaive with the times, and as well se- 
cured as tithes were in this country to thd 
cleigy. As to the question of emancipa- 
tion, his difficulty was, that the principles 
of* the religion would, in, the event of the 
Catholics getting power, be damgerouB to 
the Protestant ascendancy, lie thought 
that all guvernoWnU, frbm which conces- 
sions or boons were dqpmnded, should se- 
cure a due obedience to the lmvst before 
granting them, lest they sbeuld be received 
as proceeding from weakness, and not from 
wisdom aud benevolence, and thus excite 
contempt instead of gratitpde. He should, 
vote against the motion, Because U implied 
& derfehct&n otf duty on theu parts, and a 
cepsure upon acts of the legislature, the im 
cesaifty for which bad been admitted* onridi 
sides* , 
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MV. Sheridan rose amidst cries of Ques- 
tion,” and expressed his hope that the house 
would indulge him with the privilege usually 
granted to persons who brought forward a 
motion, and hear his reply to such argu- 
ments a» seemed to him peculiarly to call 
for attention. Of this privilege he would 
not avail hgnself at any length. First, then, 

he should have no objection whatever to 
alter his motion in the planner proposed ; 
and, indeed, to any alteration that did not 
destroy the substance of his motion, he 
had already pledged himself to agree — [The 
Speaker heie interrupted fhe right hon. 
gent, and informed him, that consistently 
with the resolution ot 1 773* and the usages 
of the house, there could be no alteration 
in the motion alter the previous question 
had been put]. — Mr. Sheridan, in continu- 
ation observed, that in that case he had no 
doubt the right hon. gent, opposite would 
withdraw his motion, in compliance with 
the general wish of the house. He wished 
to have his answer. [No answer.] Well, 
the time for answering was not yet come 
perhaps. However, nothing in the world 
had been more misunderstood in this re- 
spect than the motion which he had sub- 
mitted. Gentlemen seamed to suppose 
that he had censured the passing of ^he late 
billsj and rtiereby called upon the house to 
censu remits own acts. He never had suqh 
intention, nor could his motion by any one 
who took the trouble to attend to it, be 
supposed to carry any such meaning. He 
had distinctly declared'in his speech, that 
he had no such intention. But, it might be 
said, that thouglrnot in his speech, it might 
be in his motion. What, then, was his 
yiotion? — 44 That the house should take 
such measures as would render the provi- 
sions of* the bills, lately.* with reluctance 
passed, unnecessary.*’ What did his right 
lion, fridhd andVns hon. friend over the 
way (Mr. 1 Ierbert) object to ? They could 
not surely ubjecl.|o the vv<*rd 44 reluctantly/’ 
Ills hon. friend over the way said, that he 
\\%uld juiif with hirn if he would strike out 
the latttr part of his motion. What was 
that ? Why, that the permanency of such 
measures would totally destroy the consti- 
tution. Did any one object to this ? Then, 
•he would be glad -to see the man who would 
stand up in his place, and s^y that su^h ei^- 
^ctments ought to be permanent, or that, if 
permanent, they did not completely over- 
turn the constitution. These acts were to 
be in force fof 3 years ; and under .these 
circutnstAices there was at least a reversion 
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of the constitution • But, if .you thought 
that the permanency of such acts did not 
infringe the constitution, then you ought 
to make them permanent at once, for. # in ■ 
that case where was the use of hesitation! 
Such enactments could not be considered 
in smf other light, than as infringe- 
ments of the constitution ; and therefore 
it was the duly of every man to limit 
their duration, as much as the necessity 
of the case would allow. — Me feft it ne- 
cessary to make some observations 
uhat had fallen from the hon. gent, on the 
bench below, him. With all the respect 
lie had* for that hon. cent/s (Mr. Lock- 
hart’s) abilities ; with ail his deference to 
his means of information, and to the au~ 
ihority which he appeared jto have i\ith 
some, yet, not being intimately acquaint- 
ed with the hon. gent., aird not having 
an opportunity of observing those talents 
and information that had Seen ascribed 
to him by those who»knew him better, he 
was perfectly excusable in not giving him 
that entire confidence that had been given 
by others.* That hon. gent, had said, that 
he bad listened with great anxiety to hi# 
speech, because he expected that he (Kir* 
S.) would have first stated the evil, and 
then the remedy. The hon. gent, might 
have listened to his speech with anxiety, 
but he lAd certainly done so with more 
anxiety than attention, -lie said, that ha* 
(Mr. S.) ought to have pointed out the 
grievance. Certainly not. He never thought 
that he was bound specifically tef do that 
in the present instance. When njhiisters 
came to him, asking hirg to give his as- 
sent to such regulations as these, the onus 
probqpdi lav with them. They were to 
shew what grievances called for such .mea- 
sures, and that, too, before the measures 
were passed. 14 But no," said the hon, 
gen|„ 4 4 puss your bills firs!, and then let 
u^hear of grievances." Enquiry ought to 
have preceded the passing of these enact- 
ments, and # the necessity for them ou^it* 
to have been proved. However, the house 
had passed tjje bills, and all he wanted, 
now, was, that they should give a pledge 
to enquire whether fhey bad passed them, 
on.good grounds or not. This wa* all he 
'asked. Hfe object was to keep this sub- 
ject perpetually before the house. # If the* 
bills liad been enacted only for a year, 
there would have Jseen less cause for hrs 
motion. But as the period of their 
lion extended td thiee years, his object 
vyts^and he hoped# the result ofanen- 
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quiry would prove it unnecessary ^to conti- derived from the motion now submitted to 
nue them for more than one year* This, be the house ; for*his right hon. friend had in 
was, for his own part, persuaded, would the course of it thrown out more infor- 
turn out to be the case, unless gentlemen mation respecting the state of Ireland 
chose to continue iu ignorance, and reject- than ever had been communicated by auy 
ed the means of acquiring information, other member, jor at any period for some 
But the bon. gent, dwelt a good dedl upon time past.— But, 'another membeV accused 
general doctrine, and said that a boon him of libelling tlie legislation of this 
ought not to be granted till you were country, and our cosmopolitan and phi- 
strong, ^ and had enabled yourselves to lauthrupic parli^aent! But what liad our 
crush your petitioners^! you chose ! lie most philanthropic parliament done for 
(Mr. S.) had really ethought that men Ireland ? Why, they had legislated without 
could distinguish between good and*bad enquiry for that country ; but, if his mo- 
treatment, and that the one produced lion had been* proposed and agreed to, 2 
gratitude and attachment, as naturally as the oij .*3 years ago, parliament would have 
otb,er did revenge c and hatred ! “ But no" been better able to have legislated for Ire- 
said the hon. gent., “ make them fear you land. For the proof of this he would only 
iir$t, that they may love you afterwards !” refer to the speech of his right hon. friend, 
Then the hon. gent, accused tiim of ha- who had exposed the abuses with respect 
.vingsaid that Ireland had been used worse to tithes, the non-residence of the clergy, 
than a conquered country. Certainly, he r and the state of the Protestant schools, 
had said that’Kngland had adopted a more The Lon. gout, seemed to be mightily of- 
ignorant aud barbarous system of manage- fended, at Ins saying that government had 
ment with respect to Ireland, than ever not been attentive to Ireland." For a proof 
any one nation 'with any pretensions to of this, too, he referred to the speech of 
civilization had adopted with, respect to his right hon. friend (Mr. Grattan), who bad 
another. The lion. gent, said, that he .was- stated theft 8000 acres of land only sup- 
taken ft-back with icgard to this statement, ported 1» Protestant schools; and yet, 
when he allowed that concessions had with all this before them, some gentlemen 
been made in the present reign, and con- pretended that government had paid the 
sequentl v the system charged. This, he requisite attention to the siate^f Behind ! 
supposed, was meant, for lie did not pro- lie hoped, however, that an attention of a 
' tend- to understand the phrase “ taken a- different sort would be given it. Ireland 
Lack,” not bung a naval man, as the hon. expected this; England .expected it ; and 
gent, probably was. That the concessions the result, he had no 'doubt, would be 
had beCn made with a very ill grace, he had beneficial to both countries. — His right 
certainly said. He did not tvi&h, as he had lion, friend hud adverted to the state ol 
said before, Jo produce uny irritation tithes in Irelam', and ifotn the ill-constructr 
whatever ; but if tLe times knd circunistan- ed method ol collecting and managing 
ces when these concessions were inadj; were them, had deduced a great part of the evils 
considered, it w ould Jbe <found that they under which Ireland * laboured. Tlie 

had rather been wrung from most uu- “ Hearts of Steel”— the “ White Boys’' 

willing minds, than conferred ip an the “ Bright Boys"— and the “Threshers,” 
open, liberal: and generous manner. ^ He afl arose from the tithed which* appeared 
(Mr. S.) deprecated w'aiting for such titles the most cruel of the burthens under which 
and circumstances. He was for conferring the lower ranks pf peoplf. in Ireland groan- 
«. favours when they might be ascribed to a ed. Why, then, did not this sufficiently ac- ♦ 
sense of generosity and justice, and not count for the disaffection in Irejand, wifh- 
. for waiting till they could Joe demanded, out having recourse to the idea of vi French 
when you would not dare to refuse them, faction ? His right hon. friend admitted the 
( Now, liis right hoir. (riend on the bench general loyalty of the people of Ireland; but 
near l*im, (Mr. Grattan,) had made a ipore t still said, there watfa French party in Ire- 
abJC speech in favour oi hrs fnotion than land — a French party hut contemptibKe-* 

* Wfiimself could possibly do. That speech a migeratje faction destitute of talents and 
^as characteristic of his wonted genius energy, and of trifling numbers. What he 
and eloquence, and $very thing must be wanted, then, was, to have the nature of ttfis 
^lalf of genius, animation, aud eloquence,- danger ascertained, to see in what it con- 
tiiai came Bom him. This very t speech sistefi, to find out the strength of this French 
was one graft instance of the benefits to^e faction, and, if so contemptible Us his right 
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hbn. friend had said, to apply a remedy 
equal to the disease, and not to overturn the 
whole constitution of the country on ac- 
count of a wretched faction. His right ho.n. 
friend close by him, (Mr. Windham,) had 
said, that he «cemed to hold the conces- 
sions tc f the Rom^n Cutholics cheap. 
He Certainly had never done so, and his 
right hon.W'rifiui was mistaken. lie had 
said, that if what was called Catholic eman- 
cipation was granted without some other 
measures in favour of the' poorer classes, it 
might excite envy and jealousy in them— 
the benefits to them they woqltl consider as 
not running pari ptAsu, with those of their, 
superiors, and certainly without some cafl- 
tion what was intended to promote harmo- 
ny, might become the excitement to con- 
tention. But, what did the bill proposed 
by the late administration in favour|of the 
Catholics do?— It certainly did a gr/at deal 
indeed when it proposed to abolish the re- 
strictions on the Roman* Catholic officer, i 
when he ctfuuj to a certain rank ; %n of- 
ficer who stood in thfe singular situation, 
that he rose till he had an opportunity of 
doing some act worthy of preferment, aiul 
however great the services he might per- 
form, there ho stopped, and the disabili- 
ties under which lie laboured, damped his 
ardour, and rendered him less fit or dispo- 
sed for enterprise and exertion. The un- 
fortunatcfCathulic officer might, therefore*] 
be said to rise to his degradation. The re- 
moval of such restrictions was doing much, 
and the best effects would certainly have 
followed from the adoption of such a mea- 
sure. Was it not better to put confidence 
in the Iiish than t6 bind them down by re- 
strictions? Tiie enemy might hope to 
bjjeak their chains, but they could not ex- 
pect to turn towarclathem those hearts, that 
had beeu conciliated by kindliess autl confi- 
dence. Instead, therefore, of putting theip 
on trial, 'his wisl/ certainly would be, to 
give them the benefits of the constitution 
before they mustered in the held. Instead 
► of the yoke eff •lavery, he would hang the 
privilege ofc the constitution about their 
necks, ahd arm them with their rights. 
He again repeated, that if no other good ef- 
fect should result from this motion, than* 
an acknowledgment, on*tbe part of par- 
ltameril, of the importance of the subject, 
the motion ought to be adopted.# Chiles 
the First asked Seldon “ What was the 
be’st way to put down a rebellion?" tf> 
which Seldon answered, “ remove the cause/’ 
He begged of tlfe government to apply.this 
Vox,. IX. 


answer tQ Ireland, and put an end to dis? 
affection there, by removing* the cause. 

Mr. Fuller thought that a proper and just 
view of the state of Ireland, could not b* 
obtained without an enquiry. 

Mr. Cochrane Johnstone jupported the- 
resolution ; and thought that parliament 
would become discredited in Ireland, if on 
all occasions a deaf ear was turned to the 
complaints of the people of Irelaud. — The 
house then divided * For Mr. Sheridan's 
motion 33 ; Against it 76. 

List of tJie Minority. 


Bradshaw, C. 
Barnard, S. • 
Cavendish, Lord G. 
Cavendish, W. 
Chlcralt, J. 

Coumbc, H. C. 
Crai s , J. # 

Dillon, H. A. 
Daw.vui, K. 
Folkestone, Lord 
ftipps, O’. 

GrsiUan, II. 
Herbert, II. A. 
Ilihbcrt, G. 
Johnstone, C. t 
Job in, to ne, («. A. 
Lain be, W. 


Laurence. Dr. 

Moore, P. 

Maxwell, J. 

No8l, G. N. 

Potty, Lord If. * 
Parry, J. If. 

Wfegott, fiir A. • 
Phil LMfi. M. 
Kon)Kir S. 
Pus.scfl77.oixl \V. 
Sheridan, R. B. 
Somerville, Sir M. H. 
•Sharpe, It. 

Windham, W. 

Ward, J. W. 

Wilder, F. 

% 


[PftO POSITIONS RESPECTING THE STAT/6 

of the Army.] When grangers weie re- 
admitted, * , 

Mr. Windham was on his legs, and stating 
that he meant to propose aome Resolutions 
relative to* the Army, merely expressing 
lads as they appeared by the papers on the 
tabic. He understood the ntfble lord had 
some resolutions top propose also, but they 
consisted of reasoning instead of faef. Me 
did not like this reasoning in Resolutions. 
It was like turning the statutes into verse, 
or like turning the speeches of the noble 
lord iqfo rhyme to amuse the house at 5 
o’clock iii the nfori#ing. — After some con- 
versation between Mr. Windham, lord Cas- 
tlereagh, and the Speaker, it was agreed 
that the Resolutions of each should be put 
separately, and the debate oil them ad- 
journed to this day se’nnight. They were 
as follow. % 

Mr, Windham's Propositions. 

I. — That tbe # efFecti\e strength o$ the' 
army \$as, 

RegiAnrs. Militia. "Total 
On the 1st of ]■ 113,600. 13,182. 2«,782* 

On the lgt of March . tsi ,856. 71,211. 259,067. 

A reduction having in the mean time taken 
place, ofjro Jocalcotps of S,000 men and 
upwards/ in the island of Ceylon. 

II. — That the provisions of certain 
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of parliament passed during the y$ar 1306, 1 
and having in ^iew the better ordering of 
&e army, and the improvement of the 
condition of non-com missioned officers and 
soldiers, took effect from the 24th of June 
^ in the said year* 

III.— That from the 1st of July follow- 
ing, the number of recruits raised for the 
regular army (exclusive of those raised for 
foreign and colonial corps, and 65 0 men 
for a regiment commanded by the hon. col. 
IJjllon) was, ^ 

In the first peiiod of three 1 ^ a 

months, ending on the [- 2,770 j 
1st of October IS06 - ) 

In the 2d peiiod, ending on ? 

the 1st of January*! 6117 £ 

In the 3d period, ending on J 
the 1st of April 1807 - V 
In, the 4th period, ending / 


r.,m 

5,3 3:» I ~ 


on the 1st ofitikjgr 1807 


6,078 


bfj 

■5k 


11,080. 

13,031. 

21,340. 

23,312. 


prodwge of the ordinary recruiting was, 
during the first. six months of 
At. 


# Head Quarter^ 
of Regiments 
m (ill. Britain : 
1803 - - 1,470. 
1806 - - 1,084. 

I SOT - . 2,556. 


By 

Recruiting By Do. 
Districts in in 
O t. B ritain : Ireland : 
- 2,327. - 912. gr 
i 1,967. - 933. - 


Total : 
4,709. 

- - 3.994. 

6,115. - 2,596. - 11^)47. 

XI. — That the number of* nftn who vo- 
lunteered from limited to unlimited ser- 
vice was, during six months 

Ending 1 July ‘1805 - - - 2,225. 

. - l Jan. 180(3 - - - 2,863. 

- - 1 July 181 6 - - - 2,413. 

- - 1 dan. I807„ - - 7,081. 

• XI l.— That the number of men who 
deserted from the army at home was, du- 
ring the first six months of 


IV. — ThafjpPthe 25lh of October ISOO\ 
the bounty to recruits was reduced, 

For the Cavalry, from £ 13. 8. to 8 3 

For the I u fan try 16 16. -11. 11. 

V. — That the number of recruits raided 
for the regular army in Great Britain and 
Ireland, accordsing to the adjutant-general's 
returns, was, in the first six months eff 

By ordinary Additional 
Rfcemiting : Force : T» »t il : 

'1805 - - 6,756. - 4,1 87. - - 

• 1806 - - 4,949. - 4,834. - - 10,785. 

1807 - - ll,41f». , - 11,413. 

' VI. — That, amongst the numbers raised in 
the first six jnonths of 1 P0/>, a r<? included 
3/089 raised bj officers recruiting for runic. 

VII. — That the men raised under the 
Additional Force act were for homo ser- 
vice only, and might be of any height no t 
less thau five f«* t two inches, and of any age 
between 18. and 45. 

VIII. . — That in the regular artny no 

mair could be received tu t between the 
ages of IS and 30, and of a height not. 
less than 5 Ipvt 4 inches ; th.e eiandArd for 
znfeu not emei mg for general ser.ico, but 
choosing thenTown regiments, being £ feet 
h inches, ana for the guards anri cavalry 
still higher. * 

IX. r-That by recruits raised by oidi- 
nary* recanting, are meant men raised either 
at the llfftd quarters of regiments/ or by 
the recruiting districts late under the su- 
perintendence of the inspector gen era'. / 

X. — That according to the wac-olfice.re- 
turri pf recruits for whom bounty ba$ ( | 
been drawn as raised at the head quar- 
ters of regiments it* Great Britain, and 

*the insp€ctor-gencral*s # returifof Hie num* 
JwR-J railed l>y the recruiting districts, the 

.• « < 



In Cl rent Britain: 

r-.» Ireland : 

J 805 

- - - I in 207. - 

- 1 in 201. 

l$(lli , 

- - - 1 in 217. - 

- 1 in 235. 

1807 \ 

- - - 1 in 993. - 

- 1 in 205. 

XIII. 

— That the number 

of men who 


deserted from the reciuiting districts was, 
duringrthe first six months of * 

1805 - - • - - l* in 10. 

1 806 1 in 10. 

IP 07 1 in 12. 

I, orcl Cast fcrcetp ft's Propositions. ■ 

I. —Tout the increase of 8,250* men, 
as stated, in the regular army, between 
March 1800 and March ISO?, has been 
pr dined by 2,908 men received from the' 
Irish nnlilM, and 3,542 under the Addi- 
tional Force act. — Total (>,450 men; — 
with, out which aids (deducting our Josses 
m Egypt and South America, \f ». . 2,185 
men, which appear in the effectives of 
the armv on the 1st of March ISO?) the 
army would have? decreased, under the re- 
gulations established in* June 1806, in the 
number of 379 men.— JThat the regular 
army has been* progressively increasing, psc- 
vious to the establishment of the new* system 
of levying mei>,«as follows ; the amount being, 

, < In the 1st of Ju!v 1804 - - - 141,743. 

Do. - - - " 1 SO.) e - - -* 162,997. 

l)o. - - - 1806 - - - 175,997. 

III. a. — T hajihn number of recruits rais- 
ed quarterly for the regular army, between „ 
the 1st of March 18jD5, and l$t of March 
1 S06, when the repeal of the Additional 
Force act was determined on, was (exclu- 
sive of foreign and colonial levies, and of 
men transferred from the militia) as follows ; 

n Number * . 

raised. p8r Ann. 
1st ,Qr. erdinfe July 1, 1805 - - 4,865. - - 19,460. 
2d Qr. ending Dec. 1, 1805 - - 4,2o2. - - 17,009. 
«>d Qr. ending Jan. 1, 1806 - - 4,790. - - 19,180. 
4th Qr. ending Apl. 1,1806-- 6,096. - - 24,384. 

III. n . — That the number of men raised 
as'above, between the 1st of Ap$jl 1805 and 
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tie Jst of April 1806, was 20,003 a. the 
number between July 1806 pud July 1807, 
17,689, being 2,314 less than in the for- 
mer year; whereas the number of boys 
included in the 17,69 k 9« exceeded by 1,076’ 
the number Included in the 20,003, the 
preceding yedr’s produce/ 

m. c.— That the number of men ob- 
tained for •regular service, including men 
transferred from the militia (and exclu- 
sive of foreign and colonial levies) was, 
between July 1805 and July 1806*, 33,6*93 
men ; between July 1806* and July 1807, 
20,681, being 13,012 men lass than in the 
preceding year, exclusive of the services- 
of the mep raised in the latter years beifig 
determinable in seven or ten year, accord- 
ing to the terms of their enlistment. 

111. o.— That whilst the number of men 
levied in the latter year was less tliaJi in the 
former, as stated in the precediugnlcsolu- 
tions,4n anuual additioualchargeof450,000/. 
in increased pay and pen&ioiis to the army 
has been incurred, as an encouragement to 
induce men to enlist, being at the rate of 
about 25/. per man ; on the number of men 
raised within the year; and which e.V- 
pence must be here after largely increas- 
ed, in proportion as the pensions on 14 
and 21 years service come into operation. 

II k. — J' hat during the former year the 
recruiting parties did not exceed in num- 
ber 405 ; that in the latter year they had 
been increased to 1,1*1 j, exclusive of 
above 400 extra* recruiting officers; and 
from the 8th of Dec. .1806, 51 second 
battalions have been recruiting, under an 
intimation, that if they did not raise 400 
men each in 6 months, the battalions would 
be then reduced,i and the officers placed on 
lmlf-pay ; which extraordinary increase of 
the number of recruiting parties must be 
considered not only as highly prejudicial 
to the discipline and efficiency of the army, 
but as so much expeuce incurred fur the 
levy of men, as distinguished from the per- 
formance of regimental duty. 

J 11 ; '• — That whilst the number of men 
raised for the regular service, lias in 

the latter year been reduced, the proportion 
of desertions in the army serving at home 
has been rather increas^i; the proportion 
ve successive half-yearly pe- 
riod!, as follows ; % # 

Desertions in the Army a\ Ilcme: * * 

• Jan. 180.) to July 1805 - - - 1 in 1° h 

4«ly 1S05 to .}a». 1 S0t> - - - 1 in 

Jan. 1806 to July 1806 - - - ' 1 in 2‘i5. . 

‘ July 1806 to Jwn. 1807 - - - 1 in 243. 

Jan. 1808 to <*ly 1807 - - - 1 in *56. 


IV\ — Tflixt the expence of levy money , 
for general service has been Ted need— -for 
cavalry, from 19/. to 15/. is. 6d. and for 
infantry, from 22/. 8*. 0 d. to 18/. 12 *.6d. 
But the term of service has also been re** 
duced, from service for life to service for 
ten an4 seven years, which supposes two 
additional periods of enlistment, and con** 
sequently two additional bounties .in the 
course of a service of 21 years, exclusive 
of the additional pay and pensions above 
referred to. 

VJ. — That amonff the number raised m 
the first sis; months of 18 07, being 11,413 
men, 8,035 Have been raised by the 54 
second battalions; that is, by officers re- 
c wiling to avoid reduction. • 

VII. and VIII,— That, with the excep- 
tion of 6*,£42 men trmfeferred to garrison 
battalions, all men raised under the Army of 
Reserve and Additional Force acts have 
been since enlisted into the ^ne, being of 
the age and height required by his majesty’s 
regulations ; and amongst tlie men so trans- 
ferred to garrison battalions, are included 
all men who did *not choose to enter for 
general service, without reference to age or 
height. . 

XI.— That the men ’volunteering from 
limited to unlimited service, from 1st July 
1S06, to 1st January 1 807, received ten . 
guineas boyuty fur only extending their ser- 
vice from local to general service ; whereas 
before that perjod (the bounty being’ the 
same) the men lransterrii4"tIieraselves'to 
the hue, exchangee! their service, not only 
from home to foreign service, but from ser- 
vice limited in point of time to service for 
life; and the me.11 in the latAer period, who 
refused to transfer their services, were or- 
dcrcd«to be drafted into garrison battalions. 

Transports.— P. That the transports 
at home on the first of March 1806, con- 
sisted of 3 SO ships, and 8 7J17 tons; of 
which 50 ships and l6*,8p4 tons were fitted 
for foreign service, and including tonnage 
for 1,785 horses. — That th^lransports at 
home, on the 24th of March 1SQ7, were 73 * 
ships, and 16,46*8 tons, of which only 25 
ships and 7,807* tons were fitted tor foreign » 
service; there being an exce s of 307 
ships and 71,249 IpA at the former pe- . 
*iod, compiled wiji tile lafcr ; un<J»ui £5 
ships and <;,08* tons fined fur foreign ser- 
vice; m die latter period, the pjrousion 
was onlv lor J 1-8 hordes. 

II. — That the above provision of toni^ge 
on the 24th of Majch 1 oO/ , of 7‘3 >*mpsa 
’6, 46b’ tons, would have been fiAUia^e- 
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duped under the orders of the treakiry of the 
&2d of January 1807, in the amount of 29 
ships and 8,58o tons, had not the full execu- 
tion of the above orders been prevented by 
th'e contracts of 17 being such as to prevent 
their being paid off, and by nine being under 
quarantine, having returned on the*20th of 
March preceding from the Mediterranean. 

III.<r-Tbat the transports on home ser- 
vice, on the 8th of August 1807, consisted 
df401 Snips and S2,l43 tons ; of which 6‘7 
ships and 20,289 tons yere fitted for foreign 
service, including also a provision for 4,089 
horses. «====5=5-=s t 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Frida*, Avgust 1 4. 

[The Lords Commissioners’ SPEF.crf]. 
About a quarter jpefore four, the aich- 
Jbishop of Cahtcrbury, the lord Phancellor, 
eurl Camdetv and lord Huv.kesburv took 
tUeir seats as bis majesty's commissioners., 
Mr. Quarme, the deputy usher of the black 
. rod, was sent to the # commons, to require 
their attendance. Shortly afterwards the 
Speaker and a number* of the members 
came to the bur, and the royal assent was 
given to severat bills. After which, 

• The Lord Chaucttlor, in his majesty's 
name, delivered *the following Speech : — 

% My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

44 We have it in command from his ma- 
jesty to express tlie satisfaction with which 
0 he finds himself enabled to give you. that 
recess which* ifter the great and diligent 
exertions you havemad ( e in the dispatch ot 
public business, must at f,his advanced 
season of the year, be so peculiarly desira- 
ble.-*His majesty has been graciously 
pleased 1 to difect us to •return you his 
thanks for the steady loyalty and attach- 
ment to his person and government, and 
the zealous devotion to the public service 
which have characterised art your delibe- 
rations, and most especially to thank you 
for the • seasonable exertions whicli you 
liave enable^ him to make for the augmen- 
tation of the military force of his kingdom. 

Gentlemen of the I lous<?of Commons; 

“ Ills majesty has commanded us to re- 
turn you his warmest thanks for the sup- 
plies* which you fiave granted wMh so 
j&ucb cheerfulness f>r the current year ; 
Jgfedtvhen he considerVjthe ptiW&Aou \$h‘ufi\ 
**you have made for those^coniingent and 
^ r iinfore*een services which the events of the' 
war may render necessary, his majesty 
* ligs the greatest satisfaction in recognizing 
wisdom wherewith,, in a time of extra- 
pftefymry difficulties, you have anticipated 

* I 


the pAosible demands which those difficulties 
may occasion. • 

“ My Lords, and Gentlemen ; 

•“ His majesty commands us to assure 
you, that he deeply deplores the unfortu- 
nate issue of the war upoh ‘the continent. 
— The immense' extension of the pq,wer 
and influence of France, and the undis- 
guised determination of the enemy to em- 
ploy the means *and resources of those 
countries which he possesses or controuls, 
for the purpose of effecting the ruin of his 
majesty's kingdom, undoubtedly present a 
formidable view of t)ie difficulties and 
dangers which this country has to encoun- 
ter. — But his majesty trusts, that the loyal 
and brave people ovet whom he reigns are 
not to be daunted or disheartened.— From 
the recollection of those difficulties under 
which yis people have successfully strug- 
gled, anti of those dangers which they have 
happily surmounted, his majesty derives 
the consolation of believing, th^t the same 
spirit and perseverance whiclf have hitherto 
remained unbroken will continue to be ex- 
erted with unabated vigour and success.— 
And while his majesty cornniauds us to re- 
peat 4 the assurances of his constant readi- 
ness to entertain any proposals which may 
lead to a secure and honourable peace, he 
commands ns at the same time to express 
his confidence that his parliameuf and his 
people will feel with him, the necessity of 
persevering in thbsc vigorous efforts which 
alone can gi\e the character of honour to 
any negotiations, or the prospect of security 
or permanency to any peace; his majesty, 
therefore, trusts that his parliament and 
his people will always be ready to support 
him in every measure which may be neces- 
sary to defeat the designs of his enemies 
against the independence of his> majesty's 
dominions, and to maintain against any 
ifndue pretensions, and,aguinst # any hostile 
confederacy, those just rights which his 
majesty is always desirous to exercise with 
temper and moderation*, but, which, as es- 
sential to the honour of his crown, #nd 
true interests of his people, lie «is deter- 
mined never to surrender. ”■< — A commission 
/or proroguing parliament toThuisday, the 
24th of SeptemUa*, was then read. After 
which, the lord*, Chancellor, declared 43 tl# 
parliament .to be prorogued to Thursday, 
the "24th* of 'September next,' to be then 
there holden. ===s=s 

HOUSE OK COMMONS. 

Friday, August* 14. 

• A little before four o'clock £be deputy 
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usher of the black rod summoned theyfe.ouse 
Jo the house of peers, to hear the commis- 
sion read. On their return, the Speaker 
called the members round the table, and 
having read to them the Speech delivered 

• 


by the Iq/ds commissioners, the member* , 
separated. — Thus ended the first session of' 
the fourth parliament of die united king- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland. 


[Militia Transfer The fol- 

lowing wift % found a more correct report 
of the Speech of Lord # Sidmouth on the 
12th of August, than the one inserted at 
page 1181. 

Lord Sidmouth said, there were a few 
points to which was desirous of ad- 
verting previous to their lordships' final deci- 
sion upon this bill* It had been acknow- 
ledged on a former day by the noble secre- 
tary of state (lord Hawkesbury), that his 
majesty’s ministers, after having determi- 
ned upon the expediency of augmenting 
our military force, had balancear between 
the present measure, and the renewal of 
the Army of Reserve.’ He had^himself 
made such a*comparison, but, for reasons 
which he had before stated, he had come 
to a different conclusion. lie indeed re- 
collected, and with great satisfaction, that 
all the members of his majesty’s jvesent 
government, whether in, or out of office, 
in the years 1803 and 1804, had sup- 
ported th^ measure which he now* prefer- 
red: aigl in the spring of 1804, when, in con- 
sequence of the high rate of bounties oc- 
casioned by the number of men (1.05,000, 
exclusive of volunteers) raised within 13 
months, he proposed only a suspension 
of this measure, that proposition was re- 
sisted by a largCL minority of the house of 
commons, and particularly by a right hon. 
gent, now unhappily no more (Mr. Pitt), 
Vho declared that he should recommend the 
compulsory principle of t^at bill as the ba- 
sis of a plan for the’ increase of our do- 
mestic force, and for the permanent stiffly 
of the army. This intention was indeed 
afterwards abandoned, under circumstan- 
ces, into' wliiclf^ for rSasons which, he 
Rusted, were obvious, he d^d not now 
wish tg filter. But even after this change 
of intention, the army of reserve was 
highly and continually applauded, and jie 
was convinced that if the- life of the distin- 
gftished person to whogi he had alluded' 
hacl been spared, that he yould himself 
have recommended it to the fidoptjon of 
•parliament, -r- But the noble baffen (lprd 
Hawkesbury) had stated, that the cUTSf 
objection to |he renewal of this measure, 
was founded upon the remission of . the 


• 

fines in those places, where the require* 
quota of men for the army of reserve bad 
not been feised. This, he begged leave to 
say, was not accurate either in reasoning, 
or in statement. If such an example wpM 
injurious in its tendency, which he acknow- 
ledged it to be, however unavoidable im 
the particular case, the argument was at 
strong against a ballot, for the militia, as ' 
fer the army of reserve ; as the remission 
of the lines afforded the same encourage? 
ment to neglect in olie case, as in t he* 
other. But, in fact, the observation did 
not fairly apply to the army *of reserve ^at 
all. It was true that undqr the act by 
which that force was to be constituted, pe- • 
ualtics were to be levied where the number 
of men required to be raised by ballot, had . 
not been procured ; but by Mr. Pitt's Ad- 
ditional Force bill those •penalties were 
transferred to a failure in procuring ,n 
number of men (equal to the deficiencies 
in the army of reserve), not by ballot, «as 
>under the Army of Reserve bill, but by. 
voluntary, recruiting, through the agency 
of parish officers for a limited bounty*; 
and it was ope of the ftamierous objec- * 
lions to that measure, tliuTiTinflicted pu- 
nishment in cases* where there might have - 
been no neglect. This injustice had been 
illustrated at the time, by comparing it to 
that of directing a peiscsi, when wheat 
was 7s. fid. per bushel, to purchase that 
quantity for 5s. f and to fine him if he 
could not procure ft at such a price. And 
what in fact had been the operation of that 
bill f Of the intended and gxpected num- 
ber a small part only had been raised, and 
of that part not a moiety by the means 
required by the bill, notwithstanding the 
official exhortations of the noble baron* 
(lord H.), which bad the obvious and .re* 
corded effect* of checking the ordinary* 
recraiting service, for the purpose of gi* / 
ving ostensible success to this favoured • 
mdas^j^4vsfailepf however in all respects; . 
qnd il would mle be’en the height of injus- # • 
tice to levy penalties where there bad been . 
no misconduct, and where the fault .was ■ 
not in the agents bat in the measure itself. 

The remission o[ the fines must thereffe^ 
be admitted to afford a striking ccftnraSffTon * 

• . *. • 
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ike inefficacy add injustice of Addi- 
tippal Force bill, but no argument wfeptever 
gainst the renewal of the army of reserve. 
But 'the noble lord had laid great stress on 
the advantages which would arUe from the 
possession of a large body of militia upon 
the restoration of peace ; as in thajt event 
dll who had served 5 years would be dis- 
banded. This, however, has a contingent 
benefit: if the war continued 5 years longer, 
it would not occur ; .and the reasoning, 
Mon which it was founded, went the 
length of asserting, fh*t such a measure 
$ 3 : the present, with all the inconveniences 
Attending it, ought always fo be resorted 
fto, when hostilities had been of four or 


live gears continuance ; and that .the 
country would be made weaker for a time 
during war, for the chance of being i;en<» 
de/ed somewhat stronger, than it wou;d 
Otherwise be, on the restoration of peace. 
This argument, however, appeared tp him 
to be a feeble attempt to supporf an ex- 
ceptionable measure, the execution* of 
which, even if successful, woufei, by dis- 
turbing and unsettling the militia, impair, 
in the first instance, our actual means of 
defence, and afterwards afford an augment 
tation ill suited and inadequate to the pre- 
sent exigency, ;md to the perilous situation 
of the country. 


LIST OF PUBLl^ ACTS, 


Passed in thctPirst Session of the Fourth Parliament of the United Kingdom o f Great Britain 
and Ireland , and i*l the \Jth Year of the Reign of its present Majesty , George III . 


1 . An act to continue, until the 5th day of 
Jply 1808, several acts for granting cci tain 
Rates and Duties, and for allowing certain 
Drawbacks and Bounties on Goods, Wares, 
and Merchandize* imported into, and ex- 
jiprted from Ireland. 

2. An act to revive and continue, until the 
expiration of six weeks after the fcomrnencc- 
ment of the nr.'t session of parliament, 
three acts, pawd in the fifth, 45th, and 
46th years of hjs majesty’s reign, for carry- 
ing into execution the Treat// of Amitr, 
Commerce, and Navigation, between his 
majesty and the united states, of America. 

3. An act to indemnify persons who have 
advised or acted under an order of council 
for making Regulations with respect to the 
Navigation and Commerce between his ma- 
jesty’s Subjects and the Subjects of the 
united states ©f America. 

4. An act to enable his majesty to grant 
a certain Annuity to major-general sir tJohn 


Stuart, &c. 

5. An art for empowering the Commis- 

sioners of Kilmainham Hospital to make 
Rules and Regulations for Ahe Payment of 
Tensions to Soldiers ^on the establishment of 
that hospital. V 

6. An act for raising tl\^ su of: 
by Loans or Exchequer fitfis, for the ser- 
vice of Great Britain for the year 1807- 

7. An act for raiding the sum of l ,500, LOO/. 
WfLoansor Exchequer Bills, for the set 1 me* 

^fGreat Britain for the £car 1 807 • t 9 
Alt act concerning Common Reco- 


veries suffered in Copyhold or Customary 
Courts by Attorney. 

o. An act for granting to his majesty a 
Sum of Money to be raised by Lotteries. 

10. An act for encouraging the Export 
of Salted Beef and Po:k from Ireland. 

11. An act to provide for the Recovery of 
Penalties under certain acts, made in the 
47th year of his pn sent majesty, for se- 
curing the Rates and Dittos in Ireland in re- 
spect of Dwelling Houses, &c. 

I 2. An act to make further regulations with 
respect to Licences for the Sale of Spirituous 
and other Liquors by Retail in Ireland. 

13. An act to suppress Insurrections, and 

prevent the Disturbance of the Public Peace 
in Ireland. % * 

14. An act to repeal certain Duties of Ex- 
cise, and also certain Stamp Duties in Jre T 
laftd, and to grant certain, new Stamp Duties 
in lieu thereof ; and to amend the Laws re- 
lating to the Stamp Duties in Ireland. 

13. An act to 1 provide' for t)ie regulatin 
and secuiin// the Collection of tlje Duty#n 
Gold *and Silver Plate, wrought* gjt manu- 
factured in Ireland. 

. 16. An act to grant to h!s majesty, until 
the 5th day of Juk*. 1808, certain duties on 
the Importation, yid to ajjow Drawbacks oi\, 
the Exportation of certain Goods, Wares* and 
•Mertfhan t ftze, hi to and. from Ireland. 

r l7. ion act to amend an act made in the 
'4ritli year of his present majesty, for the re- 
gulating and securing the Collection of the 
Duties on Spirits distilled in IrclfUtfl* 



i22yj 
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18. An act to provide for the Decrea^fc .and 
suspension, in Certain cases,. of part of the 
countervailing Duties on British Refined 
Slfcar imported into Ireland. 

19* An act to continue until the 29*h day 
of September ?8Q8,and to amend two acts, 
made in the parliament of ‘Ireland, to regu- 
late the trade of Rectifying Spirits. 

20. An Set* to enable his majesty to ap- 
point the Chancellor of the Exchequer, for 
the time being in Ireland, one of the com- 
missioners for executing the office of Lord 
High Treasurer in England, without salary. 

21. An act -to continue, jintil the 29 th 
day of September 1^ 17 , an ac;t, passed in 
Ireland in the 13th and 1 4th years of his 
present majesty, respecting certain Annuities. 

22. An act to continue until the 2.9th day 

of September 181 7 5 an act, passed in Ireland 
in the 3()th year of his present majAty, for 
the Improvement and Extension/ of the 
Fisheries on the coasts of Ireland. 1 

23. An act lo amend an act, passed in the 
43d year <rf hjjs present majesty, for £rantin 
to his majesty the turn of 50,000/. for 
building Glebe IIoiTscs in Ireland. 

24. An act to explain and amend an act, 
passed in the 39th and 40th years of his pre- 
sent majesty, concerning the Disposition of 
certain Ileal and Personal Property of his Ma- 
jesty, his Heirs and ! .ucccssors,and alijp of the 
ileal- and Personal Property of her Majesty, 
and of the Queen Consort for the time being, 

25. An act for the more convenient Pay- 
ment of Half Pav, t and Pensions, and other Al- 
lowances to Offirei s and Widows of Officers, 
and to persons upon the Compassionate List. 

26. An act for defraying, until the 25th 
day of M.ech 1808, the charge of the Pay 
and Clothing of the Militia of Ireland, 8rc. 

2 /. An act to authorize his majesty to 
Permit the Importation of Naval Stores from 
any place in ships belonging to States in 
amity with his majesty,’ and navigated in any 
manner vjhatever* # 

28. An act to enable the lords commis- 
sioners of his majesty’s Treasury ,to issue Ex- 
chequer Billj, on the credit of such aids or 
Supplies as have been or shall bei granted by 
parliamgnr for the service of Great Britain, 
for the year 1807. 

29. An act for defraying the Charge of 
the Pay and Clothing of*4he Militia in Great 

# Britain for the yey 1807 % 

^ io. An act to amend several. Laws of Ex- 
cise in Great Britain, relating to*me QutiA 
on Salt, Soap, Paper, Coffee, Coo 
Spirits, and Glass, and for restoring Sei! 
in certain cates* 

31. Ajj act to revive and continue; unt^ 


the 25th d£y of March 1806, and amend so . 
much of an act, made in the 39 th and 40th 
years of his present majesty, 4s grants certain 
Allowances to Adjutants and Serjcant-Majors 
of the Militia of England, disembodied under 
an act of the same session of parliament. 

32. ^11 act for making Allowances in cer- 
tain cases to Subaltern Officers of the Mi- 
litia in Great Britain, while disembodied. 

33. An act to continue until the 1st day of 
June 1808, an act of the 45th year his pre- 
sent majesty, for appointing Commissioners 
lo enquire into the Public Expenditure, aftd 
the Conduct of the Public Business in the 
Military Departments therein mentioned. 

34. An act to make the port of Amster-* 
d^m, in the Island of Cura^oa, a Free Port. 

35. An act to indemnify such persons in 

the United Kingdom as have ojnitted to qua- 
lify themselves for Offices and Employments* 
&c. • 

3b. An act to enable the Trustees of the 
British Museum to exchange, All, or dispose 
of such parts of the Collections, and under 
such restrictions, as are therein specified. 

37- An act to revive and continue, until 
the 25th day of March 1808, an act of they* 
4btl^ year of his present majesty, for altering 
and amending several Laws relating to th*. 
Duties ot Excise upon Malt. • 

38. An act for permitting, until the 2^th 
day of March 180.9, and from thence to the ’ 
end of tht then next session of parliament, 
the Importation of certain enumerated. arti- % 
clcs into the British Colonit\,. on the Conti- 


nent of North A pi erica, jroin the united 
states of America, and th? Exportation of 
other enumerated articles from the same Co* 
lunics, to the said States. • 

30. An act for more effectually charging 
Public Accountants with Interest upon 
Balances ; and Ijpr other purposes relating to 
tiic passing of Public Accounts. 

40. An act to alter the Practice of Courts 
of Equity, in Suits in which Members of 
Parliament are Defendants. 

41 . An act to enable the East-India com- 
pany to raise Money upon Bond instead of % 
increasing their Capital Stock. • 

42. An act for more effectual Administration 
of the office of u Justice of the Peace in such' 
parts* of the counties o£ Middlesex an <1 Surrey / 
as lie in and near jhe Metropolis ; and fo* 4 
^tWlji^pe^fSbatuayrrevention of Felofiies. 

j[ 43. .An act\s^evive and continue,, until . 
thcolld of the next session of parliament, an • 
aetjof the 46th year of his present majesty, 
suspending Proeeedings in Actions^and 
jtficr Proceedings relating to the Wool]*"- 
Manufacturei 
\ _ • 


to the 

* 
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44. An act for transferring 'to hiv Majesty, 6 1 ^An act to repeal certain duties on JFoh 

eertain possessions and rights vested in the reign Goods, Wares, and Merchandize ex.-. 

. Sierra Leone ccriiipany, &c. ported from Great Britain to Ireland. [ 

45. An act to enable his Majesty to grant 62. An act to suspend, until the 1st day^v 

to .her majesty the Queen a capital messuage May \ 808, the payment of all Drawbacks on 
called Frogmore, &c. - Spirits made or distilled in Great Britain or 

46. An act to repeal certain provisions of Ireland, and exposed ^om either ccriihtry to 

an act, passfcd in the 46th year of his present the other respectively.. • 

majesty, for enquiring into the state of 63. An act for repealing the Db^ic^and Draw- 
Windsor Fore st, &c. backs payable on Sijks, and for granting other 

47. An act to grant pertain duties on Cal- Duties and another Drawbaok in lieu thereof. 

Kcoes, Muslins, Cotton Yarn, &c. 6*4. An act to allow the Bounty now pay- 

«48. An act to continue until the 29 th day able on British Callicoes and Cottons ex- 
of September 1803, several acts for the better ported to Gibraltar to be paid on the same 
collection and security of the. Revenues of articles when exported to Malta. 

Customs and Excise in Ireland, and for pre- * 65. An act to exempt Sales of West-India 
venting Frauds thefein. Produce, by the Wcst-india Dock Company 

49- An act for allowing a Drawback on for payment of duties and charges, irom the 
certain Linens exported from Great Britain Auction Duty. 

to the West Indies. * 6‘b*. An act to make more effectual pro- 

50. An act#to amend an act, made in the vision fcfc the Prevention of Smuggling, 
parliament of Ireland in the 5th year of his , 67 . An* act to permit, until the end of the 
present majesty's reign, for erecting and es- next session of Parliament, the I mportation of 
tablishing Public Jnty-maries or Hospitals SwedislvHerrings into Great Brita- 
in Ireland. 68. An act for the better Government of 

51 • An act to revive ai^i continue, until the Settlements of Fort St. George and Bom- 
the 25th day of March 1808, an act of the bay ; for the Regulation of Public Banks, &c. 
v 39th year of Iris present majesty, for the of)* An act for discharging from the Claims 
more effectual Encourage ment of the Biitisli of tho Ciown certain Real and Personal Es- 
Fisherics. « • tates belonging to general Re Lanccy, late 

•52 An act to repeal so much of an act of barrack-master-general, 1 nd vested in Trus- 
*he lost session of parliament, as relates to tees for Sale. « 

the Payment of R\ity on Codec and Cocoa /O. An act for maintaining and preserving 
Nuts when expo) ted from the warehouse in a* Military Canal and Road, made from 
# whicli the sa me /hall have been secured. Shornclifl in the county of Kent, to Cliff End 

53. Anact tojcnable bis majesty’s Post- in the county of Sussex. * 

noaster-cremral to open and return Letters 71* An act forj.be speedily completing 
directcjdto Hamburgh or other places abroad, the Militia of Great Hjitain, and increasing 
gtn<J which have been or shall have been re- the same, under certain limitations and re- 
turned or not serK. « strictions. 

54. An act to prevent improper persons 7~. An act for raising the sum of 500,000/. 

from having Arms in Ireland. * by Treasury Bills tor the service of Ireland 

55. An act for allowing a certain propor- for the year 1 BU7 # . 

tion of the Militia in Ireland, voluntarily to 73. An act for enabling his majesty to 
enlist into his piajesty’* Regular Forces.' raite the sum of 4,300,000/. for the Service 

56. An act for increasing the Militia of of Great Britain. 

Ireland, under ccitain limitations and rcsiric- 74. An act for more effectually securing 
tions. * the Payment of tife Dcbts«of Trailers. 

? 57. An smt for allowing a regain propor- 75. An a *t lor suspending the operati^p 

tion of the Militia in Great Britain volunta- of an act ofvthe 36th year of his present raa* 
•rily to inl.st into his majesty’s Regular Forces, jesty, for the further Support and Mainte- 
58. An act for encouraging the Ef:por- nance of Curates, &c. , 
tation of Salt from Ireland. # 76 *. An act fo^gpmting to his majesty a 

$9.*Anact to amendVn 4^h . certain sum of money out of theConwli- 

year of hiSmaje-ty, for theS^fe/er Regulation dated P 4 und of Great Britain, and for*ap- 
of the office of Receiver-general of the .Post- plying certain’ monies therein meptioned for 
Ofhce in England. the S;r^Leof the year 1807, and for furthef 

60 . An act to give further time for j>yr-ti» 3 i^-'-^iating the Supplies granted in tips 
^^3tos!n<r the legal Quays and Warehouses/ in*, session of parliament. 

'* jRwof London. 7 * • r \\ . . . ‘APPENDIX. 
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PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. 


VOL. IX. 


PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS. 


An Account of the Amount of all Exemptions granted to Foreigners, «!n respect of tly; Duty 
on Dividends, in the various Funds of Great Britain, and on the Dividends of the East-lndia 
and South-Sea Companies; under the Property-Tax ; to the latest Pd*iod to which the sanifc 
can be made up. 


Exemptions on l)ividends,*payable on the 5th July 1806. 



Principal. 
£• f - 

d. 

Dividend. 
£■ r. 

d. 

Duty 

£• 

X. 

• 

tf. 

3-per-Ccnt. Consolidated Annuities . . . 

12,451,383 

6 

7 

_ 186,770 

16 

S 

18,677 

1 

\ 


491,598 

14 

7 

25,808 

18 

8 

2,580 

17 

10 

South-Sea Stock J. 

1,133,580 

4 

9 

19,837 

13 

1 

1,983 

15 

3 

5-per-Ccnt. Navj* Annuities. . . . r . 

158,407 

io 

0 

3,960 

3 

9 

396 

0 

4 

New South -Sea Annuities 

564*663 

12 

2 

8,469 

19 

1 

846 

19 

11 

South-Sea Annuities 1751 . \ . . . , 

162,630 

16 

8 

2,439 

9 

3 

• 243 

18 

11 

3-per-Cent. Annuities 1726 * 

10 7,988 

6 

8 

1,574 

1<% 

6 

157 

9 

8 

Irish Tontine 

7,447 

15 

4 

3,723 

17 

8 

372 

7 

9 

Imperial 3-pc.r-Ceut. Annuities 

63,002 

15 

6 

945 

0 

10 

94 

10 

1 

Imperial Annuities 

619 

0 

0 

:m 

10 

0 

30 

19 

O 



» 


2. *5,840 

5 

3 

* 25,384 

0 

4. 


3- pcr-Cent. Reduced Annuities 

4- pcr-Cent. Annuities . . . 

5- per-Cent. Ir'fch Annuities . . 

Irish Annuities 

Old South-Sea Annuities . . . 

Loiik Annuities 

Short Annuities . • » . . . 

6- per- Cuit. Annuities 1797 . . 


Exemptions on Dividends* payable on the 10th October 1806. ^ 


2,129,999 8 10 

769 8 r, 0 4 2 
8,891 iO 0 
54 75 10 
501, 041 13 4 
5,955 V 0 
3,070 9 8 
35,563 6 8 


31, y 49 19 10 
15,396 12 1 

ooo r, q 

27 7 11 « 
7,860 12 6 
2,977 13 6 

>,535 4 10 
889 1 1 8 

£0.859 8 1 


3*94 19 10 
1,539 13 2* 
22 4 6 
2 14 9 

786 1 3 

297 15. 4 
153 10 6 
88 19 2 
6,085T« 6 


Exemptions on Dividends, payable on the 5th January 1807. 


3-per-Cent. Consolidated Annuities 
5-per-Cent Navy Annuities . . . 

New South-Sea Annuities . . . 

3-per-Cent Annuities 1*726 . . . 

0-pcr-Ccnt. Imperial Annuities •. 

Imperial Annuities 

South-Sea Annuities 1751 . • . 

South- Sea Stork . * • . . • 

East- India Stock 


,955,777 

15 

6 ! 

74, £36 

13 

4 

• 7,433* 

13 

4 

47,561 

3 

4 

1,189 

0 

7 

118 

18 

0 

1 98,543 


>8 

2,978 

3 

o 

297 

16 

4 

99,661 

13 

4 

1 ,494 

ja 

6 

149 

9 

10 

8,580 

0 

0 

123 

14 

0 

12 

17 

4 

88 

0 

0 

44 

0 

0 

4 

8 

0 

«H,147 

1 » 

6 

512 

4 

4 

51 

4 

5- 

550,970 

4 

8 

! 6,141 

19 

7 

* 614 

3 

11 

141,779 

8 

10 

7,443 

8 

5 

744 

6 

10 




94,269 

Jl 

11 

A*. 

to 

c. 

18 

0 


Tins Account contains all Exemptions granted upon the Dividends which have become payable 
since the Dftty was stopped at the Bank of England. Previous to that Period, the Agents to Foreign- 
ers entitled to Exemptions did not pay the Duty, bat omitted, for the most part, to claim the Ex- 
emptions in the manner required by the Act. Any AccouutPof the Exemptions actually granted upon 
former Dividends would, ther^jjyae, afford do criterion to judge of the Exemmicmi to which the Parties 

"rrheffita^Annual Amount df Exemptions may be'rtSfftnrfmCKSinriaf . 69,000, being double the 
Amount of the Exemptions granted* upoi^tbe Dividends payable ouNffe 5th of July ana 1 0th ef 
October .806. • * f a « W,u.u« I.ow*W . 

* rp i • t 1 Hahn Rarnk. 


Office for Tax^s, 7 
84th February 1807. $ 




William LownAes. 

1 >arnl Barns. 

* Edward Medow*. • 4 

Henry Hodgson. 

Thomas Davis^La^)#^ - ' 


Voi. I X.-~4ppcn<lix> 
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parL Accounts.— Army. — skipping. 


G t 


Return of tlic Effective Strength of the - REGULAR FORCES, at the latest Period to which 
the same can be made up; dis\iguishing|thc Bjtyish -from the Foreign Troops, and the 
Cavalry fronkthe Infantry, and tlic Numbers serving Abroad, and at Home. f 

Adjut.-GeneraPs Office, July 23, 1807/4: 

: 1 


Cavalry . 
Iufantry 

Total 


Rank and File. » 


Rank and File. 

• 



British. 

Foreign. 

» 

Toral. 


• 

Cavalry. 

Infantry. 

•Totnt. 

2.3,295 

1 29/263 

• 

.3,020 

27,293 

26,515 

156,561 

At Home . . . 

Abroad • . . . 

20,041 
* 6/274 

61,147 

93,114 

81,488 

101,388 

152^558 

30,318 

182,876 

Total . . . 

26,315 

156,561 

182,876 


Harry Calvert, A. G. 


Return of the Effective Strength of tin* M1MT1A FORGES in Great Britain and Ireland, 
, at the latest Period to wjiich the same can be made. up. 

Adint.-ficneral’s Office, July 03, 1P.07. 


r 

„ Great Britain 



4 

‘Rank and File. 

5.3,810 

Ireland 

• 

• 

. \ 

24,180 

• 

* 



Total 

•- 

. *77,90 0 

11 ARTY (*AIVr.RT, A.G. 


Return of the Effective Force of the VOEUN'I EEUS of Great Britain; distinguishing Infantry, 
1 Cavalry, and Artillery; as far as the .same can be uat irtaincd from tlio lan*sl Returns. 


« 

• 

• Field- 
Officers. 

Captains. 

1 Subalterns. 

i 

SI :i fT- 
Olh o. 1 s. 

•- 

’Srijvant j. 

l’i unipetir.' 
or 

Drminue. s 

la .111 k 
and 

File. 

Infantry . . . 

« 1,217 

3,7jn 

496 

7.5 13 

1,791 

13,175 

0,625* 

.2.1 i' 544 

• Cavalry . . . 

162 

1 ,040, 

7/0 

1 ,54 6 

523 

25,342 . 

Artillery • . 

r 25 

1 29 

* 25.5 

15 

505 

209 

9,420 

' Total . 7 

f 1,404 f 

4,335 

3,836 

2,786 

1 j,52 V 

* 7,355 

289,306 

■y»hitehall, J 

uly 18, 180 

• 

7. 




J. 

Bei-kktt. 


An Account of*ihe BRITISH and FOREIGN SHIPPING employed in the Trade of Great 
Britain, in Three Years, ending the 5th of January 1807 : Shewing the Number of Vessels, 
Ton*, and Men, entered towards, and cleared Out, under each Year. • 


In t* e Year 
■ — T 


1804 

18031 

1806 


lNAVAREfiS. 


britisli. 


Ships. 


10,508 
11,414 
1*2,1 18 


•Tons. 


1,395,387 

1,494,290 

1,482,664 


Men 


1 


82,979 i,i 
87,166 f 
88,998 11 


foreign. 


Ships. 


4,271 

4,517 

3,793 


Tuns. 


607,291* 

691,883 

612,904 


- Men. 


50,744 
34,730 
• 31,354 


OUTWARDS. 


In the Year 


1801 

18051 


3K 



7 . — > 

Foreign. 

A t . 

"^fiiips. 


Meiv 
- X* 

r * 

• SliipB. 

Tons. 

» T 

Men. 

11,131 

11,608 

12 51 

Mp3, 286 

\-M\ 

il. 

L,J**o* 

94,557 I 

4,093 

9,932 

,3,459 

587,849 

605,821 

56 8,\70 
* 1 

• 

30,507, 
30,924 
. 29,63b \ 


* Custom-House, JUmdon, 
ice Of the Reg. Gen. >t oinpj 
July 8, lfftj. 




T. k. WltLOUOHIIY, 

• • Keg. Gen. 


• % 








PARL. ACCOUNTS.— Great Britain.-~P«&£//c Income. [vi 

/thstrnct Statement the PUBLIC INCOME of Great Britain, for the Year ended 5th Jan. 1802. 


Heads ot Kcvcnue. 


G rosa Receipt. 


Net Produce. 




(JftAND Total 


^/79^4.yg41 


per 2,000 0 0 

5,200 0 3 
0 0 0 
15,788 0 6 

1 16 8 
620 19 O' 


2,4*3,351 10 ,4{ 
203,683 0 0 

2,677,034 10 
5,804,811 16 5 
388,400 0 0 

6,193,211 16 5 
5,747,114 9-5§ 
236,100 0 0 

5,983,214 9 5£ 

1 6,383 >T 9* 

459 6 3f 
476,410 4 0 

1,751,663 0 4 


73,000 0 0 
‘ • 52,290 18 l 

7,000 0 0 

6,526 10 1£ 

33,396 b 6 0 

90,075 13 5 
1,49^18 1£< 


52,639,0 13P 5 1$ 

19,699,263 1 * 

x 


1 r/^TMfinS* 


it v . — I he Appropriated Balances in i. c Jan. 1806* ttm<*inted to 6^. Id.; 

and on the 5th Jan. 1807, td 10,490,631/. 9s. oW3L There was no unappropriated Balance in the B 
chequer at either of the above>mcntioncvl PerJudX, Th^ A mount of Exchequer Bills, %Na^A.'iT 


and Transport Bills, issued for the Public Sirrtce JeiBvecn the*5th Jan. lj 
and not redeemed within that Period, was, in Exchequer Bills, <£.27,207,1 
ling Bills, 2,209,6974. 7f. lid.; aftdln Transport Bills, 463,497/, 3x. 4tf. 
25/A Marth. 18Q7. 


hequer B 1 1 1 s , %N a vusem 
06 and the 5th JaffiT 18C 
K) in Navy and victual* 

(''u. VANSITTAHTf. 


* 












An Account of the INCOME of the CONSOLIDATED FUND of^Great Britan, for the Ye^r ended 5th January 1807. 





ti} PARL. ACCOUNTS.— Oriat B&ftAXKc— Permanent and War Taxes. [xii 

An ACCOUNT of the NET PRODUCE of all the PERMANENT TAXES.^anct^. 
» WAR TAXES, in the Quarters* and Years ende& the 5t^ January 180t), and the 5th ^ 
January 1807 A ' 


In the Quarters ended 


Customs. 

Consolidated, after reserving ' 
«£.62,500. per Quarter, by Act 
43 Geo. til. cap. 68 . * . . 

Quarantine Duty 

^.♦VperCent. . 

Canal and Dock Duty, 

J5a cise. 


Siam]*. c 

Resecired out. of Consolidated Du- . 
tieS 769,365/. 1 9r. 6«/. per, 
Qparter, by Act 44 Qco. 111.^ 
cap. 98. from Oct. 1804, after/ 
reserving the Surplus of the\ 
Duty on Receipts, 1803 . . . ' 


Lireucesfor selling Lottery Ticket 
Incidents. t 

Letter Money 

« o £ * f Houses ard Windows 

V 's ^ 5 *o I Inhabited Houses . *. 
Q -m | Hor-«es for Hiding . . 

ses fftrHusbandry 
« 2 ® 7 | Servants .... 

1 Jn S I Carriages • 

< iDo&s 

X. 10. per Cent. . . } 

OH »ai> f’ont \ ArroniMS 


| g*S S I Carnages *. . . . 

< iDo&s 

X. 10. per Cent. . . . . 

X.2Q per Cent. . . £ Arrears 
Clocks and Watches ) . . . - 
Hdwker* and Pedlars .... 
'Hackney Coaches and Chairs 
4>tf. per .£. on Pensions . . . 
Is. ditto . . . Salaries . . . 

Seizures . | 

Proffers^. 

Compositions 

Rent of Alum Minqjj . . . . 
Ditto of a Light House . • . 

Alienation Duty * 

First Fruits of the Clergy . .. 

Tenths of ditto . •* 

Fines and Forfeiture s . . . . 


jiy Act43 l HairPowderC ertificab 
/xeotllf. < Horse-Dealers’ I.icenn 
cap. 68. ( Armorial Bearings 
Reserved out of Houses anrt Win- * 
* dows,* by Act 43 Geo. HI. cap. I 

\ 1 6 1 , at jfiiite,474. perQuarter, j 
from Qm 1804 . . .« v . . 

nhabited Houses * . . 

* Horses for Riding V . 


Dogs . f 32165 


£. 

s. 

t 

d. 

P00228 

o 

1 1 

4287 

16 

2 

239 

10 

0 

8172 

11 

7 

3153100 

6 

24 5 

• 

756236 

5 

10 

8000 

0 

0 

5108 

- 

0 

231166 

13 

4 

26453 

12 

1} 

11273 

14 

8 

16871 

13 

9 

10776 

9 

4 

. 1 0593 

5 

8 

12106 


4 

5370 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 72 

3 


4*89 

5 

0 

1 1 10 

0. 

0 

4390 

0 

0 

L 19.340 

0 

0 

. 184)5 

0 

0 

. .31289 

17 

8* 

13 

14 

5 

4 0 

0 

0 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

•o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 2252 

19 

it) : 

6 91 1 

13 

10$ 

fc 188) 

I<* 

14 

■s 13992 

13 

8 

s 1403 

19 

5 

. 4 7806 

I 

0 

H 

I 

? 6384 40 

i 

5 

H 

) 

. 103865 

4 

**\ 

\A &lf9*C6 

*' 159986 

. 4 

10* 

. 67650 

11 

01 

. 81308 

4 

V# 

1 2 

. 32165 

0 

11 


In the Years ended 

1 ! A-yj • , 

5th Jan. # 1806. I 5th Jan. 1^)7. 


X. 

s. 

d. 

i 

s. 

d. 

• ft. 

j. 

(/. 

67517 

2 

3 

3790^32 

*• 

5 

4005965 

2 

°i 

2403 

3 

5 

17362 

1 

44 

15093 

2 

4 

1318 

3 


18530 

8 

8* 

6790 

17 



231166 i 
440 
27 ] 
. 465 1 
606 
4S4 1 
1215 
71R 
0 
0 
0 

*1 930 
4270 
27279 
17028 
556 
13 


I , 31965 17 5J- 35749 3 0§ 

15718927 12 3£ 13829170 14 3 

Q024180 4 4 3017585 17 8 


32000 0 
8292 1 

# 924666 13 
32460 7 

16720 18 
90702 19 
22279 8 
16154 15 
28558 5 
14097 15 
7 11 
# 50 * 

845 1 

11635 0 

2585;? 0 
65279 0 
5 1965 12 
15788 0 
620 19 
1 16 
960 0 
6 15 
90(H) 5 

4156 10 
9854 17 
681 9 

35 13 
■*»4 63 16 
2089e» 1 
6*14 8 
. kpi4 4 8 
fW' <> 
i &53 v y 


209957 

171755 

V06404 

91407 

43913 


Carried forward % . 

^ ' 


i £. 6530016 


1778803 9 10J 1903310 9 1 

4717 &5 4 3$ 584860 2, 8 

496119 6% 2 583986** 5 4* 

422689 4 10$ 501667 10 2 

* 249820 1 1 O' 328435 18 11^ 
260088 4 7| 302349 3 2 

90045 0 11 112628 5 

26^10635 4 2J 26643046 b 10 J 

I c 


« % 


• « 



Xiij] PARL. ACCOUNTS.^Gr^t ^\-iAtv / —P*rmanmt and War Taxes. 

. -mpt pnrmnrE*of the PERMANElT nnd VABCAXES, «i t 


b Brought forward 

• 7)w/\v pro Anno 1803: 

Brought in 

toms, attCV 

ted l>y«4ctl . . 

Sui njus of thoDuty on Ffcci ipt% | 



t , 

[6530010 


62500 0 0 I • 6*2500 0 0 


12*29 13 


ooo+y *6 


Di'ttf a pto *lnno 1801: 

Sill plus of Consolidated Stamp* 
Duties, after leseivffig, as di-1 
rtctedbv Act44Gto III. cap. 

98. hom October lb04 . . 

Duties pro Anno 1805: 

J ahi n from Consolidate d I ettcr*^ 
Money, the i stmiatt d Amount/ 
of the additional Duty on the > 
Postage of Lettei s, imposed l)\ V 
Act 4 > Geo. 111. cap. 11... . ) 
Golds, &,c. Anno 1805 . . . . 

I ♦ gat ics . •. - 

rsu’t. ...... 

_ . . , I Auctions .... 

Duties taken n nc k s and 1 lies 



1112131 12 8 


301340 1G 2 


1 «*• *■ 

c£. x. d. 

26210635 4 /2J 

26643046 7 10* 

250000 0 0 

250000 6 9 

55283 15 8 

59878 0 4 

0 0 0 1 

0 *0 o 

• 

• 

" 2651^18 17^0$ 

269J2 24 

' 793434 10 3 

• 

975270 17 t 


/7T1347.1 b 10 IU7307353 8 04l 


31833 6 S 1 122500 0 0*1 176333 6 S 


out of Con so- . , 
lidatcd Ts-i ( 
ei^e, by Art 1 
45 Geo. Ill 


1 Gl. 
• V, 
I.W 


offeo . . 

} der and Pen y 
Glass 
V inegai 
lie . 


1840 13 


^ Duties pro Anno \ 806 
Wines, Tsn i J bruto Duties 1 80f>, 
Ditto, 1 304 / bv 4i» G. III. (.4 1. 
UioughtftiomC unsold C Winls,l 
1 j\i isi f bv 4ijG.IO.<d4itt ‘* 1 
t up. i-4 " ca 

Jt .10 per Cent. A° 1806 

Sm plus of Duties** 
an mull \ planted, / Sugar \ 

aftei dist har-Mug > Malt . . i 
• Pwluqnor Bills k'iobacco I 
thaigtd theicon . y 


. 240*089 

* 

l 

6 

0 

0. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

» 0 

0 

0 

n o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

’ 0 

0 

0 


207186 8 10 
4957 12 2 
247 15b 0 0 
.25015 0 0 
402 i5 0 
14259 ()• 
9254 18 
63169 J) 
5340 
4 >16 

7112 5 Tl|l 2304 tfijJ 0 


lalt 


.17195 339 

534047 
79087 
42313 


2 6 


7b28b92 

186605 
101218 
3i m3 


Dutiestodi .charge ( Sugar 8c Multi 
” 000 , 00 (» 44 i*jjliMalt . . 

TftWor 1 b05 7>t 1 obaeco 


0 0 
0 0 



308788 15 
39469 10 
463814 19 
35392 0 
40464 0 
31558 0 . 
5544« 6 
67721 b 
12749 13 
5791 3 
l|291 15841 18 


20593 

14116 

188604 

126931 

14779 

fc>C*)0 

|2Sm8^C 


> 

S 

l'oicign lmto . 


1745025 0 7 |bS9f»+75 9 H pWjLll! '* 4 


■r Tori s : 
1803 

oteigi 

W mes ." 

Malt . 

Goods and Shipping 
Tea 

Ditto, 1804 

Wints . . 

•Goods and Wares . . 
Jhnpcrtv Duty* 1805 
^Tobacco, 180b . . . 

Goods and Waits 
Bi operty duty 


86591 0 

,|» 228476 0 

66650 0 
5806»4 0 
449140 19- 
381475 0 
165 0 
9261$ 18 10 
*1210$ " - 
5178. 

1670’ 

Joi 0 0 0 

0 0 
V 0 

0 V 


450438 10 1 \$ 
U12s9 0 0 
. * 440 0. 
23466 T 


02 U .7J 152^1 1 

8.? 0 OjLX <1 0 

I7G i 4T? 52226 5 




760547 0 
82.5903 3 
3bb082 0 
2366733 0 
1636147 U 
1 7 ft 868 0 
4073 16 
928585 17 
3278186 8 
2o4745 0 
838859 1 

1997.i0 0 
.•0 0 
0 0 

^ 0 0 

3171 « 


18 6£ 


916588 

902971 

203715 


)1)10«38 2 W* 
1560.313 17 31 
239364 0 0 
238386 0 0 
13 '5-19032 0 


* 759316 0 ( 
957350 1 : 

8565.5 0 -i 
2812291 0 ’ 
1564089 14 
1286150 16 
4310 18 
181780 1 1 
9)9935 13 1 
N41765 0 
8‘2\)64*18 
383$) 6^ 10 
1639(5 
$91^9 17^ 
003831 


PARL. ACCOUNTS.—* Great I^iutVin.-— and Imports • 
Ail Account of the Value of all IMPORTS inti, -and ill' EX 


[xvi 


j -and ill' EXPORTS from, Great Britain* 

for Eighteen Years, ending the 5th January lfi®7 ; distfngn idling each Year, and distinguishing 
the Value of Imports from the East Indies aira China; Horn the Value of all other Imports: 
And Jistinguishjpg the Value of British Produce and Manufactures Exported, from the value 
of Foreign Articles Exported; together with the, Difference be tween the Official V?luc and 
the Declared Value of British Produce and Manufactures Exn 


- 5th of January i 807. 


Xenrendiog 5th Jan. 1 790 


Ditto 
Ditto 
D*tto* 
' Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
I Ditto 
XJitto 
Ditto , 
Ditto 


1791 

1792 

1793 

1794 
1796 

1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 
J800 
1801 
1802 

1803 

1804 
.180.5 

1.306 

1807 


Official Value Imports from 


East Indies 
and 
China. 


£. s. d. 

3.362.54.5 0 0 
3,149,870 0 0 
3,698,713 0 0 
2,701,547 0 0 
3, 499,023 0 0 
4,458,475^) 0 
5,760,810 0 0 
3,372,689 0 0 
3,942,384 0 0 
7,626,930 0 0 

4.284.80.5 0 0 

4.942.27.5 0 0 
5,424,441 0 0 
.5,794.906 0 0 
6,3 48,887 0 0 
5.914,621 0 0 
6,072,160 0 0 


All other Parts. 


£. s. d. 

14,458 l 557 0 0 
15,98) ,0^5 0 0 
1.5,971,069 0 0 
1*5957,810 0 0 
1.5,757,693 () 0 
1 7,S30,41 8 0 0 
16,976,079 0 (I 
19,814,630 0 0 
17,071,572 0 0 
20,2 36,959 0 0 
22,552,626 0 0 
2.5,628,329 0 # 
27,371,1 15 0 0 
25,647,412 0 0 
21,6)3,577 0 0 
28,986,869 0 0 
£4,272,468 0 0 
25,094,089 0 0 


Exported in the Year ending (lie 

V „ - 

7 g * 
Official Valup oj, 


British Product* I 
and Manufactures 
Exported.. 


. £. s. d. 
,779,506 0*0 
4,921,084 0 0 
16,810,018 0 0 
18,336,851 0 0 
13,892,268 0 0 
16,725,402 0 0 
16,338,213 0 0 
19,102,220 0 0 
16,903,1 03.0 0 
19,672,503 0 0 
24,084,*?! 3 0 0 
24,304,283 O 0 
25,6^9,809 0 0 
26,993, 1 UV 0 0 
22,252,027 0 0 
23,935,793 0 0 
25.004,337 0 0 
27,403,653 0 0 


* Foreign 
Merchandize 
Exported. 


A. s . d. 
5,379,965 0 0 
4,979,797 0 0 
5,670,412 0 0 
6,129,998 0 0 
5,784,417 0 0 
8,386,043 0 O 
8,509,126 0 0 
8,923,848 0 0 
9,412,610 0 0 
10,617,526 0 0 
9,5.56,144 0 0 
1 3,8 U, 83 7 0 O 
12,087,047 0 0 
14,418,837 0 0 
9,326,468 0 0 
10,515,574 0 0 
9,950,50.3 0 0 
9,124,479 0 0 


• Note . — The Value of British Produce nml Manufactures Exf«5, ; , computed at the Avenge I’ru'c**. . 
Current, was, in the Year ending 5th January 1806, .1 .4 1,068,942. 1 * 

In the Year ending 5th January 1807; -£ .43,242,1 7<v *' 

♦ The Value of the Foreign Merchandize (as above) is stated exclusive rff ttyj Excess in the OAicial 
Estimate of Coffee Exported. * 

• i 

The Account of Tip ports from Indiivand China, for the last Year,icamjiit*be yet prepared. 


Inspector- G eueral ’s Office, 
Custom-Housg, London, 


um, j 

24tli March, 1 S07. 


/ 

= f-r* 


WtM.IAM IRVING, 

Inspector-Gen 1 of the Impofts uii«l Exports of G 1 Britain. 


An Account of the Nj miter of VESSELS, with the Amount of their Tonnage, which have 
been Annually *£Ldlf and Registered in* the* several Ports of the British Empire— between 
5th January 1805 and 5th January 1807. . ,. m ; 


• 

* 

• 

Vesselj 

• * i 

Tonnage. V 5 , 

1 

1 

In the Year 1805- 

* • < 

Jh tlje Year lS06 

■Aj^ 

feeing the Account I 
j delivered lastYear, > 

[ and now corrected ) 

: 1 

1001 

* 

89,584 

* 4 67,511 

* !_t!_ 


* : : : 

<*rO 


vt ncgivtry gi my or me roru in me rianmiions, for the Year 
ending Sth^fanuary 1807, not being yet received, is presumed that several Vessels may have been* 
Buflt*£s(.ch Ports, which c^uld not be included iu this Account, 

% f. * | 

Custom-House, iAndrfn, 2 1 t 

f 


Register -General of Sb’pmjix, 
*+ TO7. 


V, 




\ t 

) 


T. E. W I LLOUCMB Y, 
Register-General of Shippings 

« • 



Jtviij 




tM&l 

> 4 } *© af^ *& •* ^ 

ACcountpftbe P»»xl " 

«*-»"^“®V •. 


I f» 



I iyereji fc Chiwe* on /fie permaneat 
. pDc» Ot Grcaiflfchktft, Apr** (A.) ' 
n JThe Merest on £io|kru(.r B 11s* (B ) 
III ThACwil List, (C ),V* .» 

C Other Charge) gSF* ^ 

lv - ] co„“!!S& fSfeSjSt 

£ Fond, viz. 4 S^^IK^aace. 

V. Civil Government of 
VI Other Payment* m 

Bounties for pisbehgs, 
tints, Corn,/ec. M .» 

Pensions on the Hercdil 1 
Militia and Deserters Wairams, jcc» 
/ • I 

VII NaVy, (F )— Salsnfcrfo the 0$oes. t .* 
Fen Wages, Bounty, Flagrpay ,JEia& 
pay, and Pensions •*,.«»• X *«•* 
For Dock Yards* Bynldmgof Styps, 
£tores, Pilotage, &c. «... 

For Mfcrme Service on Shore 


Seamen, Icu 
Mincer 


'llan^^tvices 


Wr^rdnaaice, (O) . 

IS* V«ny» (H >— Ordinary Su^icei, vlt. d 
For Regular*, Ferae. Mi! it Invalid*, * 
and Volunteer Corps 
Barrack s • * *•£* • •••• •••« •••» 

- SiaF Officers 310 fha of Garrisons 
Half-pay J V# A 
Widows Pensions**.? 

Chelsea Hospital .. 




ExchwuerVees * 

Pay ot Public 


Extraordinary Services -j* 

X Loans, Renruttance^andAdvances to 
other Countries, * - IraniM, (f ) 
osj^erncdi, (K J * 


XI* MtScaUfttyot>43 

At Htau 


r i 


* •* J, ^39-7 tfi, » 

, H3,0t> ?/©*,0 

S.Sfc&O a <j< 

* io 

- — '-rtn — 


■easrs i 


1*9 3 
347, *11 19 * 
189,9a5 4 1 

•sssin 

189,71# « 8 
86,903 16 10 
74,836 10 6 


£. t. d. 


_«ftO p 0 

ml i 

90f,G4* 6 * 




^ P i5ml#78 ft 

* mt&c - 1 


4*3, 

0 © 


©,-748.808 13 4 
4.38QJM1 11 6 




•-V 



pcdccrtOUa* ftcafar Wtafil 

- U< ' 

\ j ‘ ♦ * v ’ 


1 1 

t * 


W**,l<79 T* Ufa 


tii;w 44 

•334,881 

. 

i . * 


16.aM.087 IT till 
,4,511,064 1 7 


L 4 i • 
fe»l»g0 T 8 

l.TW.OOO © tf 4* 


8,748,693 0 Ilf 


WBI *L 


010,718 1« 


\ •» k , . „ * • » « i a 

• *. * • Thu include* *<; kam o< £, *U^79* l?'# 

8 * | y \ 

ISOMMMtM. i * • ll'/i ’ 1 »' • Vl ’ 

•*W» i / ’ ’ ^ 


S&AAfcnrA ISS7. i • • Mj' * f i v ^ ^ 

4 jvX 4 ,\SJ- , 


wtaehi|Uo*« 

• > f 

d© VI 


J ^ en ***% 



> Dafa, 


(Ai ify*M Jipcomt ejMbe mrnm pM 4 < out of the Ileceiot of Hit M^esty’s 
Jtecheqiter, m the.Ynidr endHJfcjhe 6th ton* % 80 t r toward* satisfying* he Charge* ofrwjiw* 
* Wtfu6 IfetimA 1>S*1 of t*re*t ani Ireland 1 , and Imperial Low ; distinguishing the 

Total Amount of the Sums npnJted &r Interest, 'Charges of Management, Sum* applicable to 
its Reduction, alid the usutd the same (Purpose* t / „ 


jmsiMT, 


Permanent Funded Debt of Great Britain. . ktl 7, SI 2,6? I 1 1 
Loans ran cd w$ the Service ojf Ireland u 

Imperial Loan* y.*w *. B 


Cb^ritt «ff W vugement. 

■ I — k 

i If. . M ft. 


l,46S ( K<r 5 34 
106,330 1« 8 
9JO.DOO 0V<> 


18.608,568 6 9 PtfMR.Mk l 1l£| 

.“Oift i !i re*?”- 
S85 *»bJi" 












t tVIL Vw % 

^«r his ^ 11 1 sty’s Hqu^UoW.... 898,0 
Dnw, by &Geo.ill par ann, ... 00, 0 

COURTKOf JL 5J1CE J 
The Judges of^gland'hyU#<9es* 
lntfiuejmentAion of thCir tjdar es 1 8,1 
A. Granaim lnspcctofuKihe 
temporary places of conflnetr\nt 

of Felons,,. /«••»*? 

P. Colquli»un y £sq. Reviver of the f 

Thame* Police Office .*4 ,y*V 

W. Baldwin, Esq. e , 


k . e. 4 L PfyflSlOfrS A ^ 

000 0 \) Representatives of Arthur Qnstmv 

xM 0 h Eart of Chatham 

Lord Rodney 

* — Jteahfitld ^' 50 ® 

Lady Dorchester - 

188 14 104 John PtRin, Esq 

Richtf ftrtn, «. 

UU RIB. Duke 01 CPMtence .. *» 

a/oTSipitto 1 *...^ York 

J AicrR.iigIii.ihi Duchctfsoi York 4 0(10 

?864 14 R IH 11 It H. ihe Prince oOVales 6?*0W 


”U7erp:birS*rc;T t ¥aOTj5,Z16 IS 
Keeper of the Hanapcr ^ 

H. C ML ’i>» Vr/£%q " Oh’ J. Adit. V -// • 

Court, Bilnirw 

J Btdtird, Esq do JfarhadiXJS jUjJ/ ” 

J Si wt 11, Lsq do. ...... at Malta 2,j)00 0 

W.Ternu,Lsc, do .. ai Bermudas 3.JHM) 0 
Alex Crake, Esq do Noya^coti* o IKWJ 0 

H. I. HmchWfc, fcvq do Jamaica 2U00 0 
Sheriffs of England and Wales 4,^)0 0 

MINT 

‘Master of, m England *»*f ••• 10,.»5<^ 0 
1 Morrison, esq Recciverc* the 

fees in the Mint h'.... ™ 

•^Mastci of, in Scotland 1 ‘ 200 0 

SAL 4RJES ALLOWANCES. 

The Rt Hon C. A*>hot, Speaker of 
tlu 1 louse of Commons, 10 com- 
plete his Alfkwaftcc of 6,1)001. 

per h #4& 10 

l«v,,JWbfButc, Ute one o (J~ 
tlK£&*ditors of the Imprest • •— 4 X' 

V Deaic, Esq late Deputy dof 3W) V 

I. Roberts, Esq ontheycartyfutt 

ofdOt lormerlypasd to thclEu- 
ditqr of the Exthequc# u 

Commissioners tor audit % 

1 c Accounts ....... ’ 

Silanes 111 the Office of C4erka» 

Public Accounts . ft 

Inspector ol 1 online CenlflCaw* 

Chief Cashier of the Bank, of EnJ- 
•Und, for Feis p»d at «.«<% 

Public Office ••#• B,u 

Do .... of SouihitaCo lord*. 

T. Maisham, E»q See to Com- 
te s<ionerwrf/,>«^sE“* e - „„ tt 


0 

E.noo 0 


10,SiCb 0 


tr i : c ±iT. 2,104 


14,234 M 
350 0 


pen< t s auf using w 3 ^ 

<4 an -AirjriTpomtind Comrais- / 
dkdhrfTstRnquirc anl examine „ < 

into thesPubhe Expenditure* Mm Ap 

Uic Conduct ol PubUcJBusmeM^ 

m die Military Departures* •— * 3 * 000 0 
»hn Williams, Esq StcrB|pry 


the Commiswoneis for mqu rm^ 
• in(p % Attusod in thi Na^a^Dtt-^ 

The Chairman & Cmp mitnoncr# 
. for Auditing Purnic Accounts 
The Chairman and Commwwoners 
Ibr Auditing P&blic Account! m 
m jin Will Inrimiiii 1 iiniiii ~ 


York .-•.•aj 0 ^ 

erR.iiahs.iht Duchqj* ol Yorit 4 W0 0 0 
git", ih, Prim* ofW. ^.QOO 0J 

jfeSuncah * lloOO 0 0 

M.o cumbwbmd . «,«* t « » 

Duke ot Richmaqd *■ ■• *2 0 

SffiWdtam H.Mf A»b«M» .... 2*0-*. 

Sir Ecautnnht Hmhatfl, Knt. ...» ^ 


ditto 

HLVlncjgac 

■ftuncan • 


.... 


Duke of Richmond 

SiPWrtluim Herny Auburn 0u 

Sir Beaumont Hoihath, Knt. ...» 

Sidney $gruth # JJ 

Lady Abei trombte {J 

Hu R. H. die D. ofbuvuc J2/»0O 0 

Lord Hatthuuop 2 

Sir James Saumatcz .......... f ** MU 

. ,h *. M ® 

, Lord Bomngdon and othett, m 
^ Tnut fot Lotd Afiibont .— H 3,000 0 
jbhn Duke of Athol . r ».|* ^ 

Lady Vistoumess ^«lsdn «*••- J*JiS « 
Sirfch.Sirachan P • 


H. V. Willis, L«1 for Prices. 

^harlotted>i W dea ViOO 0 

t>akt of Gloucester J! 

?Wt5f*s Dowagej of Glontestef j B*W0 0 


Herffighnem Princess Sophig, 
Usfd Ndsod& 


UsfdNdfod^ 

Xjfuke i*f Qp&m 6 ;* 

Hutt. fiLtSe Biy^Clarencc ; 

v Ab.\ u » jMpWbCttttWi 


f>,0Ul 19 6| 
3,435 0 0 
4,b23 so 7J 

5.000 /0 0 
3,1)00 0 4) 

3.000 O 0 
^00 0 0 
3,000 0 0 


For 'the ^ »h« 

of HempiiMi ^$ta*** 19 » 

RichacdCtoke,^^n^r]ain 

ol ihfiipity s 4or » h * 

« ( *» . . 

'WSff?K«!S”<sS’ . v 

1U. Hon. 0. Abbot, jjg#k«f»f * 

the House of Comtffijjbs, etw. ' n 

iftti aststHASM 
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APPENDIX (B.J-s-’An Account of Interest laid on EftfHFOrER Biil c * fronji the 5th day. of 
January UJpp to the^th day of January 1807. 


Under wli«t Adi uxued. 

44 Gfco HI % cap. 45. 

4j > 7. 

2\ 

118. 

11V. 

MO. 


45 


6 

25. 


On What Funds (tiMTWd * I** 1 * ^ *' 

Stinply*.. Anno 1804 ,...4........... ftS,5Z0 10 

Loan J I *05 20,264 >1 ■> 

Aid* * 1805 507,340/1 0- 

Supply 1805 ....X $ 9 >, 3 >JT 4 5 

Voteol Credit • 1F03 \ v M8*2/l 11 4 

i •■■■*■*'■ ’4»«% 

Aids a. 1806 «fc|«a^3'7 

Supply . I . . . . . . . . * i*ui . • • . •• J. .... .... 3.) Jo 8 


Bank. PicRinans on IVrsonalfcsutA— Set. and i£I» Ur t, ... 


97,680 6 11 


1807 

> * ^ 


^ Ts 


^ 1^3 10, OHO 18 9 


APPENDIX (I).> — A List of call such Suih and Sinus of M^njy a* ha*c been incjrred, and 
become due, upQtl hfc Majesty's Estahlishmcnt^bf'CWiL Arums within S( oti and, bearing 
Date the lf>th Day of Juno 1761 * for One Year* ftnfaAth January 1806 mdubiie to 6th 
^ » Jannaiy 1807 exclusive, made up by the Bdhwis of ExchSqucr at Edmbfligli ,£ 83,750 14 3 $ 

~ w ' - ' ' :1 ' ' i ' . ' . == " r ' 1 ^ 

APPENDIX (E. l.>— An Aocoant uf the Amount of Boum 11 s pni& i» England and Scotland, 
out of the Revenues of Customs and Excise, b« tween the 5th ot Jan IROo aud the 5th ot Jan. 
1807; being Pitmen** in the Nature of Antimpatinn off^vchequer Jsmjc* 




CUSTOMS. * 

Bounties on Cmron and Linen Manufat- , 
tores, Brmsh *nd Southern Whale Fishery, 5 
Newfoundland aud White Heir mg Fishery] 
• EXCISE. 

‘Bounties on British Spoils 

* 

Buss and Banrl Bounties* certified on the Excise, J 
•for Deficiency of Money in the hands of tfec^ 
Receiver Gen. of the Customs ........... 

• 


. March £ 5 2867 . 


£. 


INCHED 

hCOTI AND. 

URBAI BRITAIN 

t 

£ s. d 

r£ [ • f d. 

64,637 2 5 J 

06 1 d. 

243,227 0 8 

307,864 3 1} 

0 

20,304 19 3 } 

«p 

1 

13,994 1 8fc 

34,299 1 1 } 

. -j 

2 $ 3,538 0 H 

*:ft, 63 i 4 13 

342,1 tfi'* 3 


'APPENDIX (E. 2 .)— General Post Or pice. — An Account of jt^nsions and Paihainent.iry 
r • GitAMsYor the Year ended 5tb Jumuky^i807. 

‘ # His Glare Uu^fOuke of Manbofough •£. 5,000 

Bn Grace th&fouke o» Grafton J... 4,7b0 

The heirs 9 *»«hc late Duke of Schomburg /. .. 4,000 


Fet . 20 */i 1807 


/. • 


£. 13,100 


\ 


APPENDIX (12. 3^J^r is*. — An Account, shewing, Ihjw the Public Monies lcmauting m 
the Rcceipteofttrie Exchequer on 5th Jam 1806, fogclher with the Monies jwHUuto the Mipie 
during the Year en hog 5di Jh*n.lB07, and the Monies paid out ot the £ <?t Pioduce,. f the 
Reitnu^s uf the bail uw, in Anticipation of the ^Athaquer Keceigt •'hai e her**- actually 
applied, sp far as regards the Receipt of the Excise in England, tand Cdt be Wbderumcd at 
• die K\c*sy Oftiecr. . ' ♦ „ ^ 1 , v # 

’PEJsfilONh, vu. \ £. r d. l ^ 

* • Duke of Grafton 0,000 / 0 0 

' lari Cow per •*., 0 0 

-Charles Boon, Esq. Moiety 01 the £arl of Baih‘r - 1,500** 0 0 

Lord M^bourne's .... ditto...., 0 0 


1 __ 


. BOUKiTIE^ Vi?, 

* 's/ British Spires 
£ ^ Salted Provisions 4 ,,.,,. 





1 340 12 

19.964 7 


ft 


S 1807 . 
‘ « « 


M 


14,000 ( 0 .0 


80,304 19 4* 


34,304 19 Si 



,*v] PARI,. ACCOU^&-«fft. 

r Xi f PENDIX (A 4.) — An Account of Sijpris advapcet 
Taxes, on Aciwunt of Militia, Deserters Warra 
A ctsi of PurhuiVnt; between 5th Jan. 1 


~kfiUtia .~£>Maval Service t. 


of Si^fis advanced by Receivers General of Land and Assessed 
Deserters Warrants, and other Disbursements, under various 
and the 5th Jan. 1807. 9 



i 

APPENDIX (F.) — Navy Office, 90th Fob. 1807. Am Account, shewing the Amount of Monies 
m civ ccl from his MajcjtyV Exchequer, for Naval Slrvicls, betweep the 5tb Jan. 1806, and 
5th Jan. ltftr ; Ui&luy'tJfJmig the Services fo which the same have been applied. 
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* 

, F 

APPENDIX (G.)—- An Account of llooies pail by the^Oflficc of Ordnance, ifi the Year 1800, 
4 for Services at Home and Abroad respectively. / 

' ( ' £. t/ d. 

. Services at Home . * J V 4,816,715 iff 11 * 

* Services Abroad - y * 194 9 8 

% <»f4,$ll,0bl l* 7 

1 Olh March, 1807* # . mSSSSmSsLsSSBm mm? 

-* %. - \ - L ’ t 

* - V v . *> 

ABP^PIXJII.) — An Account of Monies |m*d by the Eight n^V4bo Puymastci Gen. of Hi* 
stfs Forces* from 25th Bee. 1803, to thr ^Jrthtyec. 1806. 

1 «-*"'■’* ) ** *f. *• (ft 

Pay and Allowance* of t]ic Forces, See, CaptSf^s Allowance*, Off-? s 15 - R - 

reckonings, Recruiting and Contingencies, Bills, wf^Jpthtng .... J ’ 9 0 

• Cxchequci Fee| *..t : 8t>,403 in 10 

Garmons «... 12,000 0 0 

Pay of Officers «• ... ••••.•• . • «m„. •• 74,236 10 8 

Staff « 177,055 4 1 

Barracks 247,417 10 4 

Half Pay w «*.- 217,000 0 0 

Widows Pensions .. 26,000 0 0 

Chelsea Hospital «<»••. •. 4 *«*f • <<*■•*(»••••«••• •••* 189,712 0 8 

Batraordmttnes f 3,828, <#9 *7 b 

9 *5?. 13*111,470 7 8 

^ \5thjdan* 1806. • 

, == == * r = agg = ^=sasssssss=s=^ * s ==z 

APPlENDIX (T) — An Account of Loans, Rtvittanci:*, aim Advances toother C AutitrufL in 
the Year ending Sth Jan* 1807 ; specifying the Total Amount jtytud to thepfcrcbpocuv elf.< 

• t * 

• There Was remitted out of Supplies 1806, to that Part of the United Kingdom Called 

Ireland, viz. / ff £ t H. 

Ou* of Loan 1806, per Act 46 Geo. 2U. Cap. 33 ..J 1,724,000 0 0 

Out of Lotteries 1806, per .... t>m o .... Cap. 148. 44,000 0 0 

r . ——————— ■ 

. 1, 760,000 0 0 

03/4 At arch Wrtf* 


s 



m f ) 

AtPENDIX (K }— An Account, shewing b(W lb® Monii 
. ^--ExcBEQUBjt on the 5th Bay of Jan. 1806, together with i 
tlie Year ending the Sth of Jan. 1807, have been actually _ 
cells#> eovs Service^; specifying the Amount of Monies 
Abroad respectively, 

# , ~ ".J j 'SA&nCJii *7 home. . ^ 

JPor Beunt tosj^f taking and bringing Fi*h to the Cities «of X-6ndon*and Westminster 

x and otliepiFiacei in the United Kingdom 1801 ..L. 

Fot the Relief of certain St. Domingo Sufferers 1868.... 7..., 

• For^rartift^ Journals of Abe House of Commons, fbr pmsfittB and dettverfrg Votes,! 
. and for reprinting Jow«*fc, Indexes, and Reports Of the Houttf ofdComildnr, 1804} 

\£pa t he Ra>va| M ilitary College. 1804, 3, 6 

E^QmfJki^ th g Works curving an it Qftdte HiU. 1804 


the Recent ui 
into the ham# during 
r as relates to Mis- 
’rvice* at Home and 


£* 

" 7,000 

, 10,000 


I. da 


V 8,000 0 

17,86# 10 

10,000 0 


v « 



poor Flench 


icyse® a 
■ts.oea 1 
ijMa 
11,904 19 


0 

? 

0 


10 , 11 * 11 8 


»r**v 


6»000 0 
VKH 11 
8,500 Q 
14,415 0 
34,000 0 


So,ooo a 


kw«] PARf. ACCQUJOTi^^Tfe*rTJ^.^^ /* [«* 

lo be distributed to tl£ Officers, Scalar, and Marines, on board the Fleet uni ter the! 

Command of <*muel Lord Viscount Hood, in pal of 51365,384. 14. lOf, bSSSp 
4 N ie estimated Value of the Slaps an/i Vessels taken possession of and armed for 
Iiis Majesty’s Service at Toulon, with thlir Ordnjfccc and Ordnance Stores, 1804 

For confining, mat staining, and employing Convicts at Home, 1805/6 

To defrav^Bills of tbKUshtr of the Court of Excf'i quer for Stationary, Sec tor 1 805/d 
Towards aetraym* the Expence qf tlia Public ‘Oliuc, Boh, Strew, 1805/6 
Protestant l>^ent mg Ministers m Ln^ land, and for the R<4*cf of the poc 

Protestant ijletgy add Laity, lor 1 805 /o ^ . 

For icpmum* Journals,* Indents, and Reports ol the House of Commons, and fori 
p. trains Pa Jets lesptcung the Maliratta War, and to cotnpltu.* printing 1150 Copies} 

of the 5^h Volume of Journals 1805 j 

To be paid to the Officers of the Houses A* fifefrh and Commons 180 j/6 ... 

For the extra Chaigc of MesseugJA'uL.vdc 1 hrci-4ectetarics of State, 1805/6 

Tor Do o( Contingencies../ ...Do ... ... 

Ioi the Royal Mtlunry Asyldin at Oyfclsea, for 1805/6 . 

For the Ministers of the Vau^sj^Churcnes, for 1805/6 

Towards raak. ngan Inland tfavfVnoii Irom the Eastern fq the Western Sea* 1805/bJ^*' 50, i 
Por Printing and btiuun^Sfnor tljcTwo Houses of Parliament, lor 1805/h ...... .Tj 35,570 17 

Foi Deficiency of Printing, &c fur iIurTvw. Hous es of Parliacoent, 1804/5 

Entraor. Expcnccs ol Prosecutions relating Com of this Kingdom, in 1805/6 

For defraying the Charge ol the Super utg^lence of Aliens 1805.... A._ 

Foi defraying the Charg&of the Works and Kcpaim of the Roads and Badges ui the] 

Highlands of Scotland, lb05 

Towards the Support ol au Initial ion c^led the Veterinary CoBege, for 1805 »♦... 

For Wo*ks done at the two Houses of Parliament and at Uuj House- of the Speaker, 

t oi Repairing of the MarshaUea Prison, 1805 ................ 

For the French Clergy and Laity ; Toujpnese, «Cor%ican, and Dutch Emigrants} and; 

Amerran Loyalists 

To Sheriffs, for Convict on Felons and Overpayments .. 4 . ....... J. .......... 

To the L. I. Company, for iLpcncw* inclined by themJn the Service ot the Public 
F>i enabling Earl .Nelson tojform an Establishment suitable to his Dighity .... ... 

For the Use of the Ofhcem and Seamen who served hinder the late Vyce-Admuall 
Lord Vucuunt Nelson, at the Battle off Cipe Trafalgar, on tile 21st Oct 1805 ....I 

For discharging the Annuity granted to the late Duke of Gloucester, to the tV? °$| 

His Royat Highness’s Decease 

For the Woiks and Repairs of the Military Roads m North Britain 

For pr ntmg and delivering Votes of the House of Commons, and panting BUR] 

Reports, &c 

' r r th»* Trustees of the British Mus^* 

j to .... lurtliei Grant . 

To u.c Governors of Bethlem^r bu lding a new Hospital. 

1 or the Lxpcnccs of the Fun aal of the late* Lord Viscount NeisOd 

Do Right Hon. W. Pitt 

For carrying on thc.bu lding^pf a new Mint 

lor the Deficiency of the Grains of lb04/5, for the extraordinary E a pence* of Prose 
cutions relating to Com * 


For defraying Law Charges .. a 

For the Board of Agr culiurA* .... * ..cA. 


tor Compensation to Messrs Qhaltticrs and Cow ie, for Loss on the importation gJ| 

Swedish Herrings, in consequence of an Embargo ?* v 

J*or puict a.mg Buildings and Qjuuud in and near Palace ''Sard, Westminster .. 
For the Royal C >llcgt of Surgfon., to crcrt a Building tor the Pcccption oLDr Hn 
tci s Collection, and a pieara lor tlit* Delivery of Pubic Lectures on /ftiaCorayj 

and Surgery ....... I ... * jt, 

Pur an Allowance to the Commissioners of Nasal inquiry 

' Dd: *. .: ,... Mihtary Do 

For Sa'—ics to the vj/hcers, and Inc denteLLxpences of the Commissioners lor re 

To William TcSng, iMj, for hfopcncu ao hiding the exccut on of an Act for the Re< 


/of the Lspd Tax 




t y w i at 

For ^flauSand Expellees of Amerind Com multofttig# 

To the Bank of EnglamL for Disco* oft Prompt PayfitertU on 22,500,$$ 

To Do...... \ for rdev* /fng ibe above Loan .A 

lo Do A for re iwng Loan of -f.58i,4U9 6 X for pay jpg otf 1 

«£. 5 per Cents at 10tl^OQ^AdQ5 

To. Do forteceivmg Contributions 10 Lotteries , , 

* To Do Discount on Prompt Payments tfcn&on 

To the Commissioners dr preparing ^nd drawing Lortci.es lS04/o/6 

To replace to 35ft, Cntl Lis l foamuet tie sLms a mue4 (hereout, punumi #cj 

1 Adchetsa qf the House tfsGommqmi \ 

fc ^or the Vist Instalment for crc\ting a Monument 1 / St. Pauf’s^Cathedril A the 1 Me 
mory of Captains Moss and Riou 

To the Clfrk Assistant of the Honse of Cdhmaons, Bess. 1805 .. 

To the Second Clerk Assistant to the House of ComaWttttta D8. \ #--- 


6, 08$ 
1,800 
6,000 


10,000 0 
M00 0 
39,189 10 
1,421 11 


141,149 17 
> 14,300 0 


1 , 000,000 

10,000 


D 

& 

? 

o 

0 ' 
•a 

5 

Ml 

a 

0 

0 

0 


387,500 0 0 

2,381 17 
4^994 1 * 8 


1,708 
3,400 
7,500 0 
10,000 0 
14 698 Jl 
6,045 2 
30,000 0’ 


5*8 
0 0 


1,270 17 
n,ooo? 0 
3,000 0 

25,000 0 
54,184 14 


3,000 
, 25,499 
10,401 


0 0 

2,277 t9 0 
^667 18 10’ 


,360 0 
374,513. 1 
16, HO 6 


P 

3/ 

3 


#30 9 U 


) 


{iSii ■ 


1,4(11 6 0 . 

i»v.; 



To fi A\exmteT^iM*foa\tman of the Comtmt/e of Way* {means, Sess 18f5 
To George Whitt am, Esq, for making in Ihfijex toJfc he Votes in Session 1 805 
To T. E. Tomlins, Esq* for compiling Registers for the Committees on expired and 

expiring Laws A . 

To the Deputy Seocaotat Arms, to make up his Allowance equal to <£.500, toy 

the Session 1805 

For Compensations to Officers of the House of Commons lor their Attendance on 

Public Committees in Session 1805 ........ 

For the last Instalment for electing a Monument to the Memory of Captsun Westcott 

For Do Do to the Memory of Maior Gener U Dundas A 

For discharging the Debt* of the late Righf Hon W prtt 

For Rewards to Persons employed under the Comm tsstonmfoi carrying into execu- 
tion the Mfcwurci recommended by the Hq of Com^Spet^Dg the Public Records 
To Edwanl dolman, Esq litt Serjeant at Arms, attending the flbifttTfi Commons 
To make good to Hu Mcy'fy'* Civil Lite Revenues M (fines issued Ykrrott/, Jot Fubh\ 
^ M # Serm.es, vt*. 

For admffinaf^^wance to Clerks in the Office for auditing the PqhA Amounts 
To the Chairman ortho Committee of the house of Peers, tor his Attendance* j?J»es-| 
sion 1805 ■ . 4 , 

To Thomas Brodte* Esq for raakui^an Index to Vol T&^LoVds Journals 
To Dr. Clarke, for his»Trouble and Attendance relative to for enforcing the 

Residence of the Clergy 

a/ Expences of a PI tn for the more perfect Security of Shipping in the Pon of London 
To*John Clemeqtson, for One Year’s* Rent of 4 Ifeuse in l^tu of Apartments he 

resigned at the House Of Commons * 

For the Consideration of the Assignment of Lord Eliot's Interest, &c in a House in 
Downing Street, for an Office for the Secretary of Jute, for th<|Home Department 
To W Chinnery, Esq. for sundry Persons Travelling and other Expences, tn conse- 
quence of their Attendance on the Select Committee relating to Sir H. Bopham 
For the Purchase of Swecdland Court, Tower Hill, for the sitfi of the new Mmt..., 

For the Relief of British Subjects detained m France i. 

Per the Purchase of Two Houses in Albion Street, Adelphi, for the additional Com. 

missiopert for Auditing the Public Accounts * 

To J. Johnson, Architect, for carrying on the Building *of the now Mint 

Bor EXpences of a Plan for the Establishment of a Horse Patrol for the Publ c Roads 

leading to the Metropolis 

To E Straceg Esq. Jk a Compensation for htb Services as Counsel to the Chair 

man of the Committee of the House of Peers, Sess 1 604/a 

To W Chinnery, Esq, to pay Bills diawn on account of New 8w4lOVales 
For Deficiency of Gr^pt for Expences of Public Office Bow Strcct,\ftP5 

To Joseph White, Esq to defray L«*w Charges 

To Capt. Bowen, for forming a settlement on.Van D&man’s Land 

•To Bernard Cobbe, £aq to pay Fc$s on passing Pubic Accounts I 

To W. Walter, Esq lor Salaries of the addiuonal Commissioners for auditing PubiitJ] 

Accounts, and their Officers 

To H. C. LitchfieW^Eaq. for Law Cifarges _ 

To Snofrdon Barne, Esq Treasurer’s Remembrancer, for warming the Repository 

for Public Records ......... ........ A*. 

For making and publishing Wetkly Returns of the Average Price ot Sugpr 
To Messrs Winter and Kaye, Stators to the Managers of the Impeachment against 
Lord Viscount Melville ,J». «..«*» »a***»». 




V 


K0tiriC£3 ABHOAO. 

For Hit M»ie*ty’» Foreign ayd other Secret Service*, 1805/6 
For repairing and maintaining British Forts and.Settkmcnu on the Coast of Africa . 
For Expences orMtsuon for making Discoveries in Africa .... .. ~ 

To pay Bills drawn from New South Walts 

For the Civil Establishment of « \ * 

New * Wales 18,819 9 4} Pr E ^ward’s I 3,190 01 
Novab cotia 7,165 0 0 Newfoundland 2*565 0 0| 
NewBrunsWick 4,650 0 0 Sierra Lewie 18,000 Oj 0| 


, Bermuda 1805 890 0 0 

Itoper Canada /,256 0 0 
€hpe Breton 8,040 0 0 
JBahamaJslands 4,400 p 0 


S 5thJf*rek\*Jl. 


ies. 

r 

[xxxii 

1,300 

0 

t 

0 

310 

0 

*0 

150 

0 

* 

0 

M2 

3 

\ 

o 


2 

0 

■feK 

5 

7 

0 

0 


6 

u 

r < 

4,309 

18 

1 

329 

13 

H 

1 1,284 13 

0 

2,698 

lw> 

0 

634 

14 

0 

556 

13 

0 

1,299 

4 

0 

219 

14 

0 

3,435 

19 

6 

457 

1 

6 

, 7,«0b2 

12 

6 

1,059 

2 

0 

1,049 

35,000 

2 

b 

0 

0 

7,513 

18 

0 

• a i 

1,3 Li 

Q 

0 


Q 

J . 

21-3 


5 

5,00(P 

-tn 

0 

102 

10 

4 

>,000 

0 

0 

5,243 

3 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 


40 17 
434 17 


4,000 0 0. 



101,514 17 
lb, 000 0 
J8 2 
20,42^ 0 


205,358 8 10 J 
2,766 693 0 Ilf 



xxxiii] PAUL. ACCO U 2 $TS.-^>r At Britain.— Ut/f^ded Debt * [xxxiv 

An Account of the Unfunded DiSBTand DJmanos Outstanding dn ofa January 1^07; 
under the Heads of, Exchequer, Treasury, Army, Barracks, Ordnance, Navy, Civil 
List Advances, and any jather Head of Public Service; specifying the same : Distin- 
guishing, unHer each Head respectively, the Particulars of which suclwDcbt or Demands 
ronskted ; aniNtlso what .Part of the said Debt or Demands was then provided for, and 
in wh&t. Manner; and what Part thereof \jas unpro\ided for. 

~ ~.T — X ~* — : ~ 

Exchequer Bills: 1 ‘ • 

fly what Acts raisety On what Funds charged. # Amount Outstanding. 

46 0*0.111. cap. 2. . . Malt Tax. ... 1805 - . . 330,000 0 0 

Ditto cap. 6. . Aids . . . • . 1806 . . 4,250, bOO 0 0 * 

Ditto cap. 25. . . Di|to ditto . . 10,4yo,oq^ 0 0 „ m 

Ditto cap. 26. . * Jl|tto ditto . . 1,500,000 0 (W* ** 

Ditto cup. 41 . ' Extension of Bank Charter . . . 3,000,000 0 u 

Ditto cap. 93. . . Aids' . ^ . . . 1806 . . . 7,737,500 0 0 

. ‘ 27,207,500 0 0 

l UEASURY : • 

Miscellaneous Services . 9 ... . 39S,711 14 9.J * , 

Warrants for Army Services Nil. *’* 

Treasury Rills accepted previous U» and on 5th Jan. 1807*? % , , , . • 

due subsequeut-to* that day . \ 2hl > (,0b 1 n * 

• . 682,717,16 9k 

Army: j # 

Ordinary Services 1,324,937 3 II 

Extraordinary Sen ice’s Nil. # 

* . * , 1,324,937 3 11 

Barracks 504,876 17 3 

Ordnance * . . . . 1,255,071 14 J 

Navy 5,885,819 16 7*1 

Civii List Advances . • * . • 41,681 1 G 

a ^.3(.,‘HV2,604 10* 1*J 

Whitehall, Trea^urv-Chambers, ? * " — — ~ 

25th March/l$07. $ N. VAXS1TTAKT. 
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PARI,. ACCOUNTS. — Guf.a^ Bi&taix X~Fundcd Debt. [xxwi 


•An Account of the Progress made in4be Red^mpti^ of the Public Funded Debt Vf 
and specifying h^w much of each has been ledeetned by the Commissioners tor the Rc- X yl 
the Sums annually applicable to the Reduction thereof : likcvvise, the n Annuities to fall in : 
redeemed. e ' 


c & 

Funds. 

t 

« « 

Capitals. 

R edee Lift'd by 
Cornin' s.s«. 
fron-.- ls£Aug. 
1796, ttf 1st 
Feb. 1807. 

1— ■ — 

t ,* . 

Total Sums paid. 

Consolidated pEV-«taut. Annuities - 

Reduced Ditto 

Old South-Sea Annuities - - - 7 

New Ditto ditto ^ 

3 per Cent. Ditto, 1711 o 

Consolidated 4 per Cent. Annuities - j 

Ditto 5 ppr Cent, ditto - 

5 per Cent. Annuities, 1797 and 1802 - * - 

3 per Cent. Ditto, 1726 - 

Ditto Bank Annuities - 

Transferred to the«Comniissi"iiers, bv reason of? 
Land-Tax redeemed, at IstbFch. 1807 - - - J 

Debt existing at 1st Feb. 1807 

Redeemed by the Comum sioners r 

y Debt unredceWd at 1st I\b. 1807 - £. 

c 

X. s. cfJ 

>8 *, 196,558 4 5i 
150,144,044 7 10 1 

24,065,03$ 13 11 3 

1,919,0^*0 0 

4 9,195,064“ 17 2 
44,809,542 1 8 

2.406,132*13 3 

1,000,000 0 0 
| 11,686,800 0 0 

£. 

4T t l 37,310 
^WJ.807 
J 3,681,000 
( 2,899,000 

722.000 
2,617,400 

142.000 

£. *. d. 

28,774,099 19 9 
34,238,042 4 2 
2,608,072 J3 9 
2 ,002,61 8 4 3 
327,949 A 0 
2,078,402 1 .3 

126,998 7 C 

669,632,846 18 3| 
22,716,20*, 7 5 

113,860.317 

70,616,182 13 8 

% 

* 


533,076, 12V 10 104 



An Account of the Progress made^n the Ri.nr.Mpr ion of th6*PuBLic Debt of Ireland, 
\ Funded in Great Britain, at 1st February*! 807* 


Funds. 

» 

■ 

B 

T» * 

Total Sums 

. p* id - . 

Average 
Price of 
Stock*. 

* Sums 

i Annually applicable to the 
• Reduction of Debt. 

Ik 

Consol. 3 perCt. Ann. 
Redpcod ditto - - 

Consol. 4 per Ct ditto 
04to 5 perCt. ditto 

jf. * 

26,429,250 
14,628,750 
<«nn ruvt 

£. 

1,759,890 

1,961,451 

U 

9. tb 

1,071,495 8 4 
1,169,368 1 3 


•d^ 

if- 

£. 9 . d 

425,318 19 3 

. 

111,640 4 7 

360,000 
0 9 

3,721,341 

2,240,863 9 7 

■ Y 

1 

Dividend/an ) 

3,721,1.4 XL 3> 

, perCc&LA&n. J 

Redeemd b/Commis. 

41,718,000 

3,781*341 


i 





536,959 3 10 

Voted. lit Kb. 18^» 

37,996,659 

— —uJ 


. * o 


v ' 

* 


p * 



- Exchequer, 7 i 

March 16, 1807. & f WM RQSE ilAWt^tm 

o • * 














jStxvii] PARL. ACCOUNTS.— GatAT BjiiTAiN.AfWfi Delt . ' [xxxviii 

% \ 

•. I ‘ ’ _ 

Great Brit ain, at lst^of February 1 887 ; distinguishing the several Capitals of the Fundi,* 
du^tion of the National Debt since -1st August 1786; the Average Price of Stocks ; and 
also, the^CdpiitSKqf Debt transferred to the said Commissioners on Account of Land-Tax 




| lunuiilClian^?j^r26G.IIl 
iDitto, 4'2 4«7?to - »-s - 
Annuities for 99 and 96 
j Years, expired 1792 
i Ditto for lOYcars, exp. 178 
jl.ife Annuities unclaimed 
| for .'J Years, or of which 
the Nominees have died 
prior to lih July IH02 - 
Dividend ortvjl 1 ,101,1 17/. 

at 3 per Cent. - - $ 

Ditto on 2,617,400/. at 4 
per Cent. - - - 

Ditto on 142,000/. Navy, 
at 5 per Cent. - - - 

Annuity of 1 per Out. on 
Part of Capitals created 
since l»t Feb. 1793 


1,000,000 o o 
200,000 0 o 

# r »4,880 14 6 
* 25,000 0 

49,593 0 7 

3,33.1,033 10 2 
104,696 0 0 
7,100 0 0 

3,491*679 10 7 


5,265,987 15*10 



Annuities 

Fallen in v’nce 22t1 June 1802, or that will 
fall in hereafter. 


['•xchc , (j l Aiin\ ‘iA.IAiftf, ? ot 1*1 A 

expired 5th April 1803 - f 13 * 

Ditto, expir. 5tli Jan. ISO" 7,030 6 8 

Ditto, 4 A line , 5th A^iri i 180.- 23,254 11 6 

Ditto, 5 A nnc, .‘th April 1806 7,736 10 0 

Ditto, 6 A nnc, 5th April 1807 4,710' 10 • 0 

Ditto, ditto, 5th July 1807 10,182 0 0 

Rank Long Ann*, expir. 1*60 1,047,499 5 4$ 

Ditto Short ditto - - - 1808 418,333 0 11 

• 

By nu Act 42 Geo. III. cap. 

71. such Annuities as jail 
iu after passing that Act, 
lire not to be placed to the 
Account of the Commis- 
sioners forKe'iuctionofthe 
National Debt; but are no 
longer to be edhtinfled in _ 

the A n nu ll Charge thereof . 


An Account of the progress made in the Redemption of the Impemal Debt 

at 1st February 1807. 9 


Funds. 

m 

Capital* 

mm V 

Imperial 3ptifccnt if 
^Ann^tie 1 - 

3,69(1,300 

Redeemed by the ? 
Commissioners £ 

j 734,604 
. J 

Unredeemed, Feb. ) 

• 1 1 807 - 

2,934. 69^ 

m 

Office for Reduction of tbt?2 
Nationaf Debt. \ 



Total Sums 
paid. 


J. \ * s. cl. 



Sums 

Annually applicable to the 
Reduction of Debt. 


£, x. d 


,604 426,187 8 10 1 58 36,693. 0 0 


Dividend on J • .* . 0 

734,6042. 3 per > 22,038 2 4 
m Cent.' Annui t. ) » 

( 1^8.711 8. » 


O. T. GOODEfTOUOH, 
SbcseUrjrt 
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* 

ACCOUNTS.— I RffL a ^D.—P u^/ir Income . 4 [> 

Abstract Statement of the PUBLIC INCOME of IRELAND, 


Heads of Revenue. 


Ordinary Revenue* : 



Cusfrnns ? 192035b 16 4 X) I 

Excise S 1 980b'2;i 15 0 $ 

Stamps 57*2127 12 

Post Office 149857 3 

Poundage Fees 25554 15 

PdTls . . - .* 5110 19 

Duty on YVrougtfoTMatc 5210 6 

Casualties 4553 1 


149S.V7 3 3 

25554 15 11 


Total Receipt 
to be* 

accounted for. I^DisyountSj See 


s. dA 
4915343 14 P\ 

696480 19 ir^ 21281 12 7 

164023 II 9 19278 9 4 

25554 15 if - 


Total Ordinary Revenues . . .14663397 


* Ei traorthnarif Rnourc s : 

G/ontcd by His Majesty 2-l7ths of 

1 ,000,003/. British, 'from the Pro 
dnee of Spanish Prizes 

Gain by Exchange on Sums rercivcd 
from Great Britain 

Gain on Silver^TVunage ....... 

Commissioners of the Navy, on Ac- 
count of Advances by Collectors in 
Ireland, for Seamen’s Wages, Sec... 

From Great Britain on Account of 
the Profit of Lotteries .... 

Trout several CouiftyT*ca>urers,paid 
' t to several Revenue Collectors, on 
* Account of Advai^es made bv ’he 
Treasuvytfor enrolling the Militia . 

Prom several CuuntyTreaSurers^aiii 
to several Revenue Collectors, on 
Account of Deficiencies in the 

• Army of Reserve . . . . . 

Other Monies puid.to the Pub'ic . . 

Appropriated Duties for Local Ohjtcts. 

Linen Manufacture * . . . 

Improvement of Dublin 

Repairs of the Royal Exchange and 
Cotnbierci.il Buildings 


5110 19 1 

52 1 0 6 3 

4553 1 8} 

_ 

5110 19 1 

5210 6 
^ 455.% ■ r 8] 

4663397 9 9 ’ 

0516777 S 114 

• 

•% 

• 

t 

I 2" 4 50 18 4 

127450 18 4 

129 16 4 j £ 

129 16 45 

10913 4 4| 

10913 4 4j 


c 



IaI962 13 4$ 

3S9C2 13 44 

1 192901 0 10 

1929U1 0 10 

72S3 14 34 

19740 5 44 

* 6778 11 3 

% 

11415 8>A 

51566*11 2 

51666 11 \ 


Inns of Court . 


Loans paid into the Exchequer in the 


4407 

19 


6221 

19. 

34 

2430 

4 

5625 

3 

n 

5625 

3 

2] 

- 


> 1 22449 

0 

4 

. 6297941 

12 

HI 

10 

238035 

19 

*■359006 

_JL_ 

6 

10 > 

4359006 

6 

10 



9481455 

7 

2 

10656947 

19 


238035 

19 



> JLm a. it. I 
351654 15 11 ' 

, 3233G 4 5 
| 71662 2 10 


598 11 2 2372 2 10.] . 392 7 8 

11055 16 11 1 16S7 N -5 9 730 

1377 10 0 1677 14 ft - * - 


Customs and Excise 

Stamps 

Tost Office . . . . 


NOTES. % • , 

Ratesof Collecting, per Critt. 
Gross" Rev. ~| Net Rev.' 

’ 7 . 7 iT\ Tv. 7 . T 


9 0 3} ^ 9 18 1} 

• • * 5 13 Of K5 19 9f 

• • ^7 16 4 9ln2‘104 


, The Afffropmtcd Balances in the Exchequer, on the 5th of January ] V 

1806, amounted to * £. 7*69 li $ j 

**Thp Unappropriated Balances in the Exchequer, on the 5th of January ' ; 

.1806, amounted to 27T.J5 3 10$ J 

T^heaA ^propria ted Balances in the Exchequer, orV.the 5th of January | 

* 1807, amounted to »V »#44T<? 5 l£j 

# *The U nappropriated Balances in the Excrtequer % on tms.5tH of January 1 

• ISUH^amounted to . • v * - . • . 514007 1 G 0$ ) 


5184J4 11 1 4 


V • • 
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PARL. ACCOUNTS.— Ia*iA»n.-p Fublic Iitqon*. 
"V Die Year endjkl the 5th of January 180 7. , 


£xlii 


Total Pa\mcnU 
OUY of tilt* 
(Iross Revenue 


Not Produce, 
applicable to 

[Natioiig^biects 

incuts] 
L* 


4£. d. £ • 
546300 ft 2£ 436954 



1 Pay mention ac- 
count of Militia, 
Deserters, strtffc- 
| gling Seamen, 
j*Armyot'Rcberve. 

1 &c. 


53617 17 1-4 1 6428o5 2.10J 1 

I ft i 


90940 


73082 19 6£ 
25554 15-1 1 
5110 19 1 

5210 3 

455V 


690859 7 6 [5125918 1 5^ 

* IT 

1274^ 18 4 

129M6 4 *| 
10913 4 4£ 

38962 13 4jj 
192901 0 10 


19740 5 44 


11415 8 5" 

51566 1\ 2 

• • 

* 2479 15 *2a] 

11680 2 9 

1677 14*’ 2 
’3692 17 24 

5625 3 2£l 


Bounties for . 
promoting the Total Paymentsjl 
FiSher.es, Linen out of the 1 
Manufacture, | Net Produce. 

• &cc. 


£'. 

71881 


s. cl. 

l u 


* £ - *• rf -tt £ - * 4 

4938(f 16 2i| 121761 17 3^3234936 1 2* 

516941 12 8f 
54571 7 7 
25554 15 11 
5110 19 V 1 
5fl (f 6 0 
4553 1 8i 


71881 1 U 


_ • 


392 7 
7 3 


2529 2 1 


* 693788 0 3 5604153 12 3 i| 
_ 4359000 6 !0 


'•693788 0 3 |9^:3159_19_li| 


71881 1 


71881 1 


49880 16 2M 121761 17 3 


Payments 
into the 
Exchequer. 


384*881 4 5| 






127450 18 4 

129 16 4§ 
10913 4 4} 


38962 13 4$ 
192901 0 10 


498&> 16 2G P21761 17 3|| 


49S80 16241 121761 17 


4259 14 

• 

• 

2440 

0 

0 

51 566 11 

2' 

550 

0 

0 

10722 

9 

1 

S 

1258. 

•0 

0 

3554 

9 

0 

5625 

3 

24 


|4297215 5 4| 
[4359006 6 10 


3*118*56221 12 2$ 


NOTES’. 


5th Jan. I 8 O 1 
5th Jan. 




| BALANCES. ! 

Balances in the 
Hands of the dif- 
ferent Collectors. 

Balances in the 
Hands of the Re- 
ceiver-General. 

Bills in the 
glands of the Re- 
ceiver-General. 

£ m s. d. 

* . ' ' 

• “ • t 

jb* s. d. 
222886 0 0 i 

202986 40) 

£. s. &. 

. 331529 8 104 
. 353132 17 24 


Accoantant-jCeneraPs <Mce> ? 

*28th February 180f. % S 


STEPHEN MOORE, . 

Acot-QeftL 
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PA HjL ACCOUNTS.— 1 tiKT,ilhi.—tten»<ftid*led Fund. 



w 

f >liv 


Treasury Chambers, Dublin Cas&, 7 ' 

C8tl^ February, 1807. » J 1 a. CAVENDISH. 



PAUL. ACCOUNTS*-- Ireland.-* Public Expenditure* * JxM 

Account «f the PUBLIC EXPENDITURE of IRBLAND, for the Year ending on the Sth 
* gf Januap^ 18,07. • 

(K A For the Particulars under each Head , see the several Accounts referred to by Better* A, B t Kc.J 


% 


£. \p 
• 

d . 

• 


3,068,983 16 

2 

67,635 8 

4 

3,136,619 4 

6 . 

859,963 14 

1 

2,276,655 10 5 
27,046 9 10$ 

Sft9, 963 14 

1 


tftiADS^F EXft 


&OITURE. 

1 Debt of Ireland,! 


I. For Interest on the Fit id 
including A mnuitiespr 
Years; also 1 per Cent, for the Reduction 
of the Capital created by Loans since 
1797, (A. 1 and 2) a. . 

For Charge of Management thereon - 
There was also'npplied .towards the Re 


Issue of 


of the National Debt 

Total on Account of Interest * - 
Ditto for Charge of Management 
Ditto, on Account of the Reduction of the 
National Debt - - - * - 

II. The Interest ou Exchequer Bills, (B.J 

III. Issues for Purposes appointed by the Par-j 
liament of Ireland prior to the Union, 

(C.) 

IV. Issues from appropriated Funds for local 
Purposes, (D.) 


V. Civil List ----- 
Pensions 

Other Permanent Charges, JE.) - 

m 

VI, Payments in Anticipation of Exchequer| 

Receipts, viz. 

Bounties - * - *- 

Militia, Army o*f Reserve, Deserters' War 
rants, fltc. (F. 1 and 2) 


VII. Ordnance, (CJ.) - -• * 

V r III. Army. — Ordinary Service, viz. 

Regulars, Militia, and Volunteer Corpsj 
Barracks *' - - -I 

* Staff Officers, pnd Officers of Garrisons 

Half-pay Officers, SupM-numerary Of-j 
ficers, and Reduced Chaplains 
Officers' Widows - ’ - 

* Royal Hospital ... 

Public Officers, their Deputies, Clerks, 
and Ijcidental^xpcnces, (H ) 

• **^j#iaordinary Services 

■ 

IX. Miscellaneous, (I.) ... 

Lastly, Vote of Credit,* (K t ) 


Total -! 


Treasury-Chambers, Dublin Castle,? 
28th February 1807/* ■ *■ $ 


* 


• - -• 


£• s. d. 


27,04^ 9 10$ 


3,163,665 14 
3,006 • 9 

8* 

454*41 8 9 

34 

24,762 11 

• 

6 


• 

133,995 14 
93,250 16 
199,072 13 

.of 

0 49,880 16 

% 

2 i 

• 71,881 1 

H 


£. u d. 


3,645,853 4 II 


*26,319 3 10* 


‘ 121,761 .*17 
874,478 © 0 


2,2 36,326 19 10 
286,639 2 9$ 

&,8‘4l 1 9 


30,193 12 2$ 
4,947 6 9 L 
47,096 3 8| 

9,501 7 4$ 


2,679,544 16 5 
496,142 6 4 


3,175,687 • 2 9/ 
283,650 14 0$ 
7,9G6wl4 ]$ 


■i £37,653 17 0 


C. CAVENDISH. 



(Ar 2.) All Account of the Total Amount of the Sums ictually received by the Commissioners 
for the Reduction of the National Debt, in the Year ending .5th January 1807. 


r- i -7 — 

IirGrcat Britain, j 

In Ireland. 

* 


£. ,v. d. 

AAnual Issue $ \ 

/ I .. ; : -' v 

67,635 8 4 

Expired Annuities 


2,250 0 0 

Appropriation of If. per pent, per Amiuii on Loans si wee c . 

V 

■ 

138,512 2 9 

442,778 17, 4 

206,397 1 1 1 

Interest on Debt of Ireland redeemed . * 

120,940 11 

89,843 14 Oj 

• t 

i. 

£■ 

563,722 » 111 
296,241 5 l) 

859,963 14 I 

296,241 5 1£ 


* — - — - ' - 3 * - 

(B.) An Account of the Interest on Exchequer Bills, with the Payments made in the Year 
from the 5th January 1806, to tin* 5th January 1807. 


There remained unclaimed on the >th January 1806, Interest on Ex- 

JL. 4. d. 


chqquer Bills to* 25 December 1805 

v J; f On 30,000/. — at 6/. per Cent, per Annum, from 25th Dec. 

1,045 8 4J 


£P u g ) 1805, V> 25th March 1806 

J2<2 « jOii 200,000/. — at 5/. perCcnt. per Annum, from 14th April 

450 0 0 


^ >S t 1806, to 9th June following 

1 ,534 4 1 1 

ft 

• « 

3,029 13 3{ 


Deduct Interest unclaimed on 5th January 1S07 

Total Payments for Interest on Exchequer Bills, iu the Year to 

23 3 

M 

• 

5th January 1807 t . . . . 

3 — 

f.3,0G6 9 8> 


*(C.) An Account of Payments made for Purposes appointed by the Parliament of Ire land 
prior tp the Union, for Principal of Exchequer Bills, and for Discount on PromjJflRtyiffcnt 
of .Loan Deposits, &c. in the Year ending the 5th January 1807. 


s • 

For Light-House at Clue Bay < . 

Compensation for Losses by the Union . ^ w . , , 

Inland Navigations ...... t / 

Repayment to the British Exchequer, for an Advance in 1 80£ to pay 1 

Lottery Prizes , t ..... . 

Principal of Exchequer Bills . . 

Discount on Prompt Payment of Loan Deposits, &c. . . . • . c 

m *■ 1 


otter y Prizes! 




V 


£. *. d. 

1,464 8 8 

860 10 8 
74,702 W 7* 
299,000 0 0 
* 153 0 0 

30,550 0 .0 
47,687 4 4 


4 >*,418 9 3 
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PARI* ACCOUNTS. — Irziasd.— Debt. 


[liv 


• i , 

An Account of the Unfunded Debt of Ibeeand, and Demands Outstanding, 
ontheJ 5th January 1807 ; under tiic Heads of,— Loan Debentures, Exchequer 
Bills, and Lottery Prizes ^distinguishing under each Head respectively tbe 
Particulars' of which such Debt or Demand consisted, and also what Part ot 
(he f&id Debt and Demand was then provided f<Jr, and in what Mapner j aod 
what Part thereof was Unprovided for. . 


1 ; r 


I i 

» • 

• 

Loan Debentures : I 

£S 

$. d . 

£. S. d. 

Residue of Debentures bearing 4A. Per Cent. In- 
terest to the Year' 1788, piovided for by €7 
and 28 Geo. III. but not claimed by the Pro- 


. 


puetors; via. * 




Old Loan 

Loan by Lottery 1780 -• - ^ 

Loan by Lottery 1781 - - m * “ 

2 75 
1,220 
730 

0 0 

6 0 

0 0 

s 

• 

(•) 2,225 0 0 

• • 

/' 


Exchequer Bills 


• 

• 

Outstanding Exchequer Bills, provided for 
seveial Acts of Parliament, but not claimed bji 

f 

1 


the Proprietors^^- 


6 8 . 

0 % 

0 o 

0 o 

p 0 

0 0 


Payable 84 June - 1783 - 
’ * 24 June - 1790 - 

24 June -*1791 - 
24»June - 1795 --- 
24’ June -1801 - 
24 June - 1803 - - - 

8 

• 50 

u 100 

580 
50 

rso 

‘ (*) 658.% 6 8 

ft 

• 

Lottery Pi izes . 

• 

• • 

Outstanding Lottery Prilcs of the several Lotteries from 

1782 tc 

• • 

* (*) 27,027 0 0 

1 out 

m 

Total 

- 

29,910 6 8 


• 

/ v_ 


« m 

• ? 1 





(a) Provision has been made 


for these Sums by severer Acts of Parliament. 


1 teasury-Chambcr% Dublin Castle, 

28th Tebrua»y 1807. • • 

• • 


G. CaVEKDift* . 



lyj - ' PARt. ACCOUNTS— UhlanS— FW wM Be*. |ki- 

An Account of the Public Funded Debt of Ireland, at the same stood on the 5th Janu^r 
the different Funds in which it is invested_th#AmounJ of the Cap.tal Stock of each f und- 
Dublin respectively — the Charge of Managcment-and the Annual Charge for the Re^ctaon 


By what Acts 
created. 


13 Geo. III. 

15 Geo. 111. 

17 Geos III. 

25 Geo. III. 

27 Geo. III. 

28 Geo. III. 

£7 t 29, and 31 ? 

Geo. III. . . S 

33 Geo. III. 
Vote of Credit ? 

11 June 17:‘3 * 

34 MI. 

35 Geo. 111. 

36 Geo. 111. 
Vote of Credit > 

18,Oct. 1796 J 

37 Geo. 111. 

38 Geo. 111. 

39 HI. 

40 Geo. 111. 

41 Geo. 111. 

42 Geo. III. 
43Gb-j. III. 

44 Geo. MI. 

45 Geo. III. 

46 Geo. III. 


BankofIrcland. 

22 and 3 7 Goo. III. 
37 Geo. Ill 


Sums 

raised. 


Payable in DUBLIN : * 

-k. ^ 


£. 

2650001 
1 7500P | 
300000 

200000 

918240 

17-1 600 | 
200000 
^50000 

1 029656 
1591666 
6-iOOOO 

325C000 | 

2018700 
342447.i 
5261000 
4666666 
2750319 
3791 6<.l. 
2166666] 
61250(h 
43333331 
4166666 


3/. 10f. 
percent, 
per Ann, 


4/. per I 5?. per 
[Cent. perjCent. per] 
Annum, i Annum. 


6000001 

500000 


200000 

918240 


1770232 


2780000 


|45773652|| 56684721 


£. 


£. 


Payable I 




|3/. perCent, 
Consol. An, 
(British 
Currency.)] 


174600! 


A 


200JOO j 
150GuJ 

487983 

400000 

64000 


6/^000 
9054950 
201 iooo 
250O(ti;O 
41985 


K04531 


600000 

500000)1 


J74600| 116254501 


3/. perCent. 
3/. perCent. Consol. An. 
Red A r nn. from 5th 
(British Jan.'VJOS, 
Currency.) (Britikh 
Currency.) 


£. 


1 87; 000 
a0(HM;00 
3750000 
2200000 
3125000 
1300000 
1600000 
3690000 
3750000 
2000000 


26290000 

Irish 

II Currency: 
\\ 28480333 


£. 


750000 
JU'0000 
I5v»0000 
9400 0 
1268750 
1200000 
1600000 
450O< *00 
551,000 
1320000 


4/ perCent. 
|Cy«sol. An. 

(British 

Currency.) 


14628750 

Irish 

Currency: 

158476J2 


1^9 ’50 


£. 


300000 


1J9250 
Irish 
LCurrency: 
_ 50854 


300000 

Irish 

Currency: 

325000 


K.B. For want of room, tha ski Ili ngs, pence, and farthings, 
a . vr* left out all through this account. 


Total Principal ifebt on 5th 


IvJl, PARL. ACCOUNTS.— Ireland.— J’wrfeii'Ceif. ^ D« H 

' \f807: Distinguishing the Years in 'which eachPajt thereof w» created; *^****£ 
the Amual Inter*} and Annuities, ahd thefceveral Pjrtions thereof payable in London an 

of saj^l Debt. ^ • t » ^ 1 


LONDON. 


V 


5l. perCcnt. |5/ 
Consolid* 
Navy Ann 
(British 
Currency.) 


perCeiit. 
Irish Stock J 
(British 
Cuijrency.) 


£. 


. Annual 
Interest. 


Annuities 
on Lives 
|or Terms of 
Years. 


3604)00 


360000 

Irish* 

Currency: 

390000 


Jan. 1806 


•MjOOOO 
1 10000 

' l\ 

300000 


£• 


£ 39138 

6984 

17.500 

’ 51482 

79.583 

. 482.50 

' 1.30062 
23‘ 747 
271173 
227030 
144896 
143C08 
104000 
•336401 
1.59250 
205200 


£. 

15900 

10500 

-22300 



I Annual Charge for Redemp- 
tion of National Debt. 


£. 

% 697 

1 « 


1900000 

Irish 

Currency i 
2058883 
390Gf0 
325000 
150854 
15847812 
28480333 ‘ 
11625450 
174600 
5668-f72 


6412L75G 


30000 

<45000 


2251929 


*10296 
1 8058 


23437 


.5281 

3326 


6951 

81250 


18125 


217626 


Pursuant to 

Act37Geo.llI 
fl#r Redemp- 
tion of DehtJ 
then existing 


| By Acts pro- 
viding 1/. p«*' 
I Cent, for Re- 
demption of 
Debts created 
since 1797 


sir 

319 

123.5 

*1728 

2256 

1373 

1966 

1136 

1572 

3905 

3166 

2862 


* 6488 


29720 


2250 


67635 


69885 


Total of 
Annual 
Expences. 


V- 


1 $B71V 

6446b 
• 76875 
59016 
47.598 
/,G2P4 
0 33346 
102770 
* 37263 
63766 


£. 

. f 49597 

+ *250 
39138 

6984 


17300 

62125 

98297 

72007 

94292Q 

304868 

il50306 


5000 


59711* 


194461 
] 90638 
1-17870 
4 10*77 
3009*9 
271836 


30000 

48IC5 

6488 


5166274 




„„ =SSp “ ¥ 

J f Life Annuities. 

J Expired Annuities. 

• • •• 

* 9 

TrSasury-Ch amber#, Dublin Cafllc, - ! 

9tb March, 1807. I 


_ / 


<3. CAVENDJSH. 








lix] v PARC. ACCOUNTS^|a*LAJii»--TMw«/tofow Service*. {U 

AiwAccouot, shewing bow the Mo«xs granted for the Service of the YAt, 1806, have fifcqn 
disposed of; distinguilbed. under the several £feac)$y so faf as relates to^&SLAND ; stated in 
Irish Currency. • * . . p 


SERVICES. 


Sums granted. 


fortes : 

Army, with Garrisons, and their In* X. A. 
oidents, (partof 43155 24/. 7**. 2 d. \ 1 * 

British) ----- 672663* 8 
Foreign Corps (part of 963-909/. \s. 

lOrf. British) - - 205735 * 5 

Allowance to Non-comfnissianed 
Officerkand Private Men of tbe 
Regulars, for Small tyeer, and 
while Sin aMarch (partof4S6666/. 

12,. ibZ. British)* - 
Recruiting and Contingencies (part 

of 225404/. 16#. 11 d. British) - 135855 4 10*f 
Augmentation of Pap for Ini ant ry 
«f the Line for 18*3 Days, from 
*23th June 1806, to 24th December 
•following (pgrt of cl 61700/. 9s. a 
llrf. British) - - - -17749 17 


77807 4 2 


Militia — Pay, Ac. (part of 2470334 L 

Ox. 5d. British - 906941 9 

Allow mice to* Non-commissioned 
Officers and Private •Men fc* 

Small Beer, and whilean aMarch, \ 
(afurtherptrt of 486668/. 1 2s. Sd. 

British) - 62664 19 

Contingencies (papt w»52,153/. 1 Is. 
v British) - 24000 0 

Augmentation of Pay for 1 83 Days, * 

fro* K 25th f June 1 8r)6, to 25th De- 
ember following (a further part 
of 161700/. 9s. lid. British) - 6414 9 5 


1109811 0 53 


Volunteer Corps — (paA of 173888V. 3s/ Id. British. 
General and General ,5tal/ Officers, and Offi'^rs ofj 
Hospitals, serving with the forces (part 
£34104/. 17,. Jlrf. British) - - : . : 

Full Pay to Supernumerary Officers of II is Majesty’: 

Forces (part of 35315/. 2f. British)* - - 

The Principal Offi< ers of several Public Departments,! 
theii deputies, Clerks, and Incidental Expcnces, 
(part of 176977/. 45,. Ad. British) - 
Half-Pay to reduced Officers of His Majesty’s Land] 
Forces, and Reduced Chaplains, (part of 1^4947/. 
0s. Id. British) - - t - * - 

Military Allowances to Reduced Officers of His| 
Majesty’s Land Force|, (part of 5801/. 13s. 8 d. 
British) ------- 

hi and Out Pehsioncrs of the Royal 
Hospital near Kilmainham, and 
Expences of said Hospital, (part ( 

of 24471 1 1 6s. 5tL British) ■ 5272a 1 
« Augmentation to the Out-Pension- , \ 

ers for 1 83 Days, from 25th June* ' 

, 1 806, to 24th December following, 

(pait of 50000/. British) - * - 7940 16 2 J| 

Pernio?* to Widows of Officers of £he 
Land Forces, and Expcnces at- 
’ ' tending the same, (part of 31970/. • * 

. ^*j7k.*6d. British) - 6500 

Atigmeptation for 183 Days, from ? 

*• %^5thJune 1806, to 24 th December 
following, (part of 3723 L 8s. 6rf. 

« Biiti^h) - 


0 0 


Carried forward 


j: 


645 
— I — 


d. 


Sums paid. 


Remains. 


' £. 4,. d. 


X. 

«* 

$ 


1109368 0 SI 


1000020 18 
770040 0 


71332 14 
1219 18 


443 0 If 


•807717 11 
310790 13 


64821 1 

1219 18 


9638 15 41 


32442 12 3 


• 868 9 9 


,60661 3 5J 


*i\ 


71 $5 5 H\ 


9501 7 4$ 

28557 3 . 6«. 


1 92303 m 7 . 
459249 7 


6511 12 9* 


137 8 0 


3885 8 8f 
415 10 4 52 19 


47096 ' 5 8j 


4947 6 9 


13564 17 H 


2197 18 








Paul. AceeiimM%i^ti^ * SSX A & L , p£*i 

A* Accotnd, stoftlg how the Moms granted far £te8ervice of thrfYcar 180«i hav«b*m 
di^poM of* distlBmmbed tinder the several Heads, to far a* relates IeelaKD ; sfatod in 
Irish ^wrmcy.^£fn^B»aL . * • 


SERVICES — Cpnfu*u«rf. ] 



• Brought forward - - - - 

Fu&& HgipUalt and Schools • 

For defraying the Change of the Incorporated Society 
in Dublin, for promoting English Protestant Schools 
in Ireland ;Jrom 5th January 1806, to 3 tb January 


Rgntsfraf iim thd .Expence of the Foundling Hospital! 
ligqtoffrDin 5th January 1806, to 5th January 

FordXMuL|he Chari of the HiboVuian Marine 
Bnefcty In^ KS in ; from the 5tb January 1806, to 
5th January IbO\ ------ 

For defraying the Expence of the Hibernian School 
for Soldiers 1 Children j from 5th January 1806, 

5th January 18C7 
ror defraying the Charge of the Female Orphan House 
near Dublin; from 5th January 1806 f to 5th January 



m 













♦ 

I.| d. 

• 


22621 

•I 

6 1 

22500 

0 0* 

1588 

15 0 

• 

8210 

10 10 

1081 

a 

/ 

2 2 

•*< 

1J91 

2 C 

# 8988 

0 0 

22882 

17 10 
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Treaflury^Chambers, Dublin Castle,? 
28th February 1807/ $ 

* 

’ • 

«e. CAVENDISH. 

**Tol. \Xs~Jppcn<U*. # 











tarii] ^ JtU flwm* 

• % PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS* curing tjbe sum rcraainfc: fat (lor line $mt 

f wm had been repaid obvious to fmy pro- 

»rtwr REPORT PRO* THE comucttee ©fc ceedi*gs‘6f the boa-d Cf treasury) j minutes 
THE PUBLIC expenditure, &c. of thV of the paymaster^*. -r«d entered in the 
WUTXJ) JUHODQM* Prcs&Ud tothcHouit book of the office ; and several other papers, 
rf Commons , J vly 22, 1 807 • ' are inserted at length in the* Appendix, though 

« not perhaps absolutely necessary for under- 
PAT-OF pice* / standing ij t subject^ that ft o circumstance 

^ which has riiorence to this businest, mky be 

The Committee, appointed to examiiie and withheld from observation. But the part 
consider what Regulations and £ hecks to which the con^mittc^ think it most mate- 
have been established, in order to con- rial to direct the attention of thfc house, is 
troulAhe several branches of the Public the account given by Mr. Steele himself. 
Expenditure in Gr<^t Britain and Ireland ; when he desired to attend the former com* 
and Bow far the same have been effectual ; mittee on the 26th of March ifOf/’a rU 
and what further Measures can be adopted made his own statement of the c£.~u nst '«ce* 
for reducing any Part of the said Expen- relating to these transactions. / Csaid, 
diture, or dimipisbing the A mount of Sa- Th<*two sums me^tionedC" 1 homas 
Varies and Emoluments, without dAri* were issued by my dhnecti'V' /and I hive no 
ment to the Public Service ; hesitation in stating that "they were not is- 

HAVING ‘had ‘referred to their conride- •“«! for public service ; I thoueht, a. others 
ration the proceedings of the committee *d at the tune, that 1 had full authority to 
which was instituted lor the same purposes ^ lrect . ls,ues> < I was urged to do so 
in the last parliament, began their ehquiri*, by private consideration of a very peculiar 
by prosecuting the eximinatj tj>f a subject, l " B<ture * which operated at that, tune upon 
in which coiwMciable pr/kress bad been t ®>? l ."“ l,, d J and l thought that b} greeting 
made, Ijiv.-urtn whic^-jhey have delayed! ni 5° be issued to myself, a<iu — tking 
making an earn * report, judging it proper myself rwpon.ible for tlum, I .ould not bv 
*o suspend Cay 'statesnent of facts, until they po^bility incur the sus^bir'n of conceal- 
tcould ikMie same time recommend tlie'best ulcflt >' ° r *»«**• Jt was iTiy intention that 
mod*J according to their judgment, of pre- *ho»W have beep v '-laced in a very 

•-Safmg similar abuses in ftiture. The evi-, aho « but it was notl " my power to 

deuce received during the last session, con- accomplish it ; they : vmaindd eh. tged against 
tains an account • f two transactions in the < mt m the pay ,1 onSce book ull the beginning 
pay-office, of a moslk>rtgular, and improper ** P* 1 ^ 1 7 ca « r » . whcn the form f r of thc 
kind, which were disclosed ,pn $he e&mi- two was rc P ttld > ® ntl the who,c #ub - 
nation of Mr. Thomas, aceou^Aht an that j cct having been brought lately under the 
office ; by whom it wasfsfctSjft \V fc a draft consideration of the board of treasury, they 
for 7,000/. payable to thq^ght ^on" Thomas directed me to repay the remaining sum, 

Stev’fc, (at that fcne one** >fM'e joint pay- the interest due upon both sums, by re- 

masters) or bearer, had bt*n .drawn by the «talments at stated periods, which I have en- 
cashier on the 1 1th of May 1799, under the- f^ged to do. 1 cannot take upon myself to 
head of extraordinaries of the army, afid en- defend my conduct in this jnstance, which 
tered in the cash account of the office, with I must admit to have been -correct, but! 
Mr. Steele’s receipt as a voucher } and that console myself with thin kip ^ that the put lie 
another sum of 12,8007. was drawn lor ; pre- w*Jl have suffered no loss 5 And bcihg asked, 
cisely in tfie same manner, and a receipt Whether he knew a-” d'-hei transaction of 
given in the same terms, on the Sd of .July, the same kind, .»*J, «*• m] re he was in the 
1800. Of these two sums, tlielirat was pay-office? he.o^id, I d!o not.” And 
«*iot repaid until the 3d of February TW 07 ; being asked, Whether J e knew of any # ar- 
aor the latter until the 8th of April, with rear of the like A^ture arising from Vhe trans- 
- interest upon bcAh sums, from the date of action of any former paymaster ? he said, 
their issue to that of their repayment, amount- “ I certainly do not.” And being asked, 
L 7,390/* 13s. , The correspondence be- Whether any notice was taken of this trans- 
' "tween M*^ Steele and Mr. Thomas :> letters*! action by the treasury, previous to the *be- 
6f carfTemple (one ofthe joint -iV y masters gin nip g of ttys year ? he said, “ 1 apprehend 
. xn'fSO/), addressed to -lord Grcirirille, Mr. it wasnotfevei knowp tb* ♦reasury, pre- 
Steele, Mr. Rose, and lord Hurowby ; vious to this year.” And being asked, v 
tKhee niinutes of the lords of tb J treasury, tluhr any notice was iaken by any other pub- 
what steps shcfuld be tyicen for sc- lie office ? he said, •• Not to my know- 
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4 ^ 


pxx 


led|e. w — On the iQth of April, hfr. Slede 
again attended the committee ; and a part t>f 
Jord Temple's lep4Qb£ing Yead to him 
(Append, No. S^sTtad he being asked, 
Whether he hadpiy expiation, * 
reference to thWtetjei ‘ 
a' statement ottvEdt passed in 
vemtioni at different times 9 oftvhich I made 
no memorandummv&lf, I certainly am not 
disposed to dispute die accuracy with which 
it is reposted. 1 beg the* committee at the 
firme time to understand that I never have 
attempted to jostify the issue of the two sums 
“ ^pestion, upon the ground that they were 


[y *oT indirectly to public ser- 
that in my firmer evidence I ac- 
knov^S^Dd theyjwere not issuod with 
any rtferCnfe^St > pu blic service, but (alone 
was responttbleaTO accountable for them ; 
and that I have, in fact, repaid them both, 
principal and interest.” And a part of Mr. 
Steele's former examination, and an extract 
from his letter to Mr^Thomas, being showi 
to him, he further |aig,‘ “ The pegsonA 
whom I ^fudttl in^bat&etter, and in IRAhS 
min 4$\ WCTC principal officers dsthe 
pay-omcc\who Ipd long been established 
there, and whg4fiforrnly contended that ttie 
power of the pafpiaftter-generalto di«:ct the 
issues of money J&pj the bank remained un- 
limited by anvjpp the'provisions of*thc act 
for regulate^ thetyfiks i\f paymaster gene- 
ral.” ^mfoein^ asked, ** I$id you consult 
any othei'person as to thf operation of that 
act, upon the issue of money to the pay- 
master r” he said,,*** 1 did not.** And being 
asked. Whether in point of fact, in any part 
of this transaction, he acted upon the opi- 
nions of any other persons,, conjointly with 
his own, or consulted any other person ort 
the subject? he said, u No.** — The con- 
duct flrMr. Rose, wha succeeded Mr. Steele 
in the pay-offiJp, Ueihgf observed upon, in a 
lute of thKnaynnfaste^ dated 27 th of 
uary 1807, ljL, Rose attended the com- 
mittee, for the of explaining the 
knowledge •* 

he stated, that the faSjTTfmting to the two 
•were communi- 
| February. 1806, 


also a personal intervTerf tvith Mr. Steele, ami 
Ifterward* wrote a letter to him, enforcing 
what he had recommended in convcrtion; as the 
answer to which led him tofrest satisfieJfhajt 
ive im the whole matter would be communicated, 
. being Vtfmut delay, to lord Grenville, or the pay- 
ferenl con- ma^pr-general. — As no entry was made of 
these two sipns in the extraordinaries of the 
army ‘presented to parliament, it Became an 
object^ Of enquiry, for what reason they 
were not included ? to which Mr. Wood, 
deputy cashier in the pay-office, abswered, 
that they were omitted by the expggps order 
of Mr. Steele ; and, upon being further exa- 
mined, he said, that other sums had also 
been omitted in a former year (17970 by 


Mt. Steele's direction, which bad been acf- 
vaftced to Messrs. Carey, Pratburnon, and 
Bryan ; adding, that without such particulfr 
direction h? should have* thought it his duty 
to include all those sums, yi one of Mr» 
Sieeft’s letters, it is to be observed, that the 
reason which lie assigns for this omission is, 
that the sums so issued, being intended to 
be replajsd*ft3|yi ea njpr fyjrrrt , could not 
with 


propriety c 
army qctraorJinarieg 
rale TTtbat office in 


of the 
hasT>een the 
fnjp Op^he account 
Of fxtraordinaries, and if it basT^eu alter 
usual that all sums so issued, if rjplafe^be- 
fore the delivery of the accounts to the aWu* 
ditors, should not appear at all in those act . 
counts, you} commute^ judge both these 
practices t^lhj^thkpjlper to be continued^ 
because tUy tend to keep back front the 
ho use. instance, and finally from 

the .a uditfl tafeehe fell knowledge of the dis- 


posal of 
the tempoi 
poses of a 


sums issued to 
caftd toukim on 
by Mr.* "Bradshaw, in the'presence of Mr, 
Harmood and Mr. Thomas ; but that, asjic 
considered himself completely out of office 
at jhat time, he could not interfere officially, 
nosabply any possible remedy ; that he had, 
however, desire d Mr. Thom&s to write to 
Mr. StetfinffaHe might insure his seeing 
Kim, and to let him (Mr. Rose) know, whe- 
ther any interposition of ms with Mr. 
Steele, would* be necessary ; that bfi hac*J 
• 


mQm 

[icatioiwof sums t^^pur- 
it natur% from those to 
which they are destined by the votes of par- 
liament. — The money issued to Mr. Carey, 
and the two othAs iit 1797, was for the pur- 
pose of procuring a supply of specie for army 
services, from Hamburgh, at a^time when 
there was great difficulty in obtaining it, 
owing to the restriction of payments in cash, 
by me bank. Mr. Boyd undertook to im* 
poruifiarge sum, and the pessons who re* 
ceije the tnoney, which amounted to 
100,000/. by the paymaster's drafts eta the/ 
bank, were nominated b y Mr. Boyd,j[brtbe 
purpose of keeping tAnTttWis^ion secr^ 
whiclLhc judged necessary for itNucpess, 

The sS|rcs waft not performed ; and t]^ 
principAsum so issued was repaid bfMn ■ 
Boyd, iA the following year, by a similar 
‘ ‘ " he received on account of another 
£ remitting of money to t^e^ape 



sum vyh*d 
service, (fl 
of Good 


lope fer the payment of TroopsJ J 
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which be contracted! with government to 
perform; in which "he also failed. The 
question of interest upon the 100,000/. wanj 
involved in the discussion of some claims pre^j 
ferred by Mr. Boyd, against government ; 
and the repayment of the second sum is spl* 


teii 


genera! far the year 1782jfvill be finally au- 
dited* and .ready for deohrfation abou^Christ- 


rovidcd ther; be no 
'3£&c subsequent ac- 


in a course of legal proceeding, in co/st-: 
qhence of the bankruptcy of the Ijouse of 
Messrs. Boyd and Co. when proper* steps 
were immediately taken for recovering it, by 
direction from the lords of the treasury 4 ; and 
your cotpmittee are informed, ttiat the prin- 
cipal difficulties which have prevented a sa- 
tisfactorjTitle from blii.g made to purcha- 
sers funder this bankruptcy) are now nearly 
Adjusted, and in the course of the next term,- 
it is probable that the most considerable pur- 
chasers will be ready to complete their pur- 
chases, and to pay their purchase-money 
into court. — IJpon .the important subject of 
recommending measures which may prevent 
similar abuse^in future, your committee ob- 
serve with great concern, that the most ob- 
vious, and perhaps the only effectual remedy, 
has been found by exyerienerf- hitherto unat- 
tainable ; but rif^necessary to re- 

present ^ CrTeitf? ehberaf^'opinion , that wit hr 
out an earlier*' elimination, and aud'y^g of 
accounts*, ??regtilaritics can hardly be pre- 
^entedLf^hd that temptation will neve! be 
^w^jpOTg to mak? use of public money, 
while there exists a great probability ol its 
• being for a long time uncalled for. After 
the accounts come^fore *hc,<commissioners 
for auditing, no .attention is wduAng in re- 
quiring proper warrants in ,diablhargA for 
every payment, and no with- 

out a voucher of that kindft; bufj ^^touThas 
been jtbe- bithd^tt, /5at notwith- 

standing the observations^ on the sub- 
ject by the coiffmittee of Finance in 1 797 
and 1798, not one account of any paymaster- 
general has been finally settled and declared, 
nor made ready for declaration, in the nine 
or ten years which hay^ since elapsed. — Parts 
pf the accounts and vouchers for the Year 
1782, were delivered to the auditors in 1788, 
1789, 1791* and 1798; parts of those, fpr 
1783 were delivered to them in 1792 and 
1798 ; part of those for 1784, in 1794*\and 
part of those for 1785, in 1797. It >p- 
*. pears also that a Supplementary account of 
\ .^master-general, from 24 April to 24 
r ;£ftf£ceirtber ^ ?o2^a nd a supplementary ac- 
X-j2? uttt 83, were delivered into tYsir^of- 
Altogether with the ‘attested £cV&unts i'or 
*' 1 784 and i 785, no longer ago than fin the^th 
pf. February Jiatt. — A letter fro m/ffie chair- 
man of that board affords a reasonable cx- 
* jactation that the accounl of the ^paymaster- 


mas rifext ; an£ thaf., | 
delay in the delivered! 

Lcounts, the present arrear of the pay-office 
|*acc€4in*A clearcif"* .it ’the auditor’s 

office ji cr*^ coursJl of six y<r rs. It 
will be tiic^ juty of your committer, stynild ' 
they be re-appointed; jn the ensuing session, 
to make an early enquWy mo the progress 
wtiiik shall have* been inade during tnc re- 
cess, and to consider how far the ptovisions 
of the act of 46tH Geo. HI. c. 141, under 
which the present board of commissioner; 
for auditing the public accounts was | ap- 
pointed, have contributed to the* • fty 
were intended to ai&wer, by faciljf ^fg 1 tue 
due eKunmation and more FpSe^ litt foment 
of the public accounts; tfftetuer any and 

what further regulations may be devised, 
fur the attainment of so important and tksi- 
rable an end. — Although some effectual im- 
provement in that system, would be the 
»hgst radical and substantial remedy, there 
ofWr . uboroin.iU/-* measures tir to be en- 
foi§i*1 irnmed.atcly , ( for Vhu-h thl v^^gula- 
tionaTof office m »y m a gih t degi£ % fie suffi- 
cient ; and legislative proviso y&ay be added 
wherever it becomes necefe,1*y. — Much of 
the delay, which occurs 'Ip procuring the 
clearing and covering xyJrrfrtit* l.om the war- 
office, without wmr.li ther 7 ■vmiutf’rr’R ar- 


whicli . the* ^. v master’s ac- 
counts cannot be fAa, mned >ty tl& auditors, 
may be removed, by making the trinf actions 
between these twb offices more simple and 
methodical, it would bc.desirable in all in- 
stances to issue warrants at once, instead of 
transacting so much of the ordinary business 
by letters, which has formed a constant sub- 
ject of complaint* on the part ot the pay- 
masters ; and it appears, that if warrant* on 
account were granted by the seci^Ury at 



might be delivered soon/Vter th? 
every year to the auditor^Tyr examination 
Tbejssue of money ^ ^in/Act nAiie ori- 
ginally upon they -ditivdy. <A f {begetter only, 
no other enquifv^ems Xq be madein grant- 
ing the subscquil It warrslit, than whether it 
agrees* with ihq? letter f and therefore any 
additional signatures to the warrant, which 
b$ar the appearance of further check and ex- 
amination, add in reality no sqrt of security 
to the public, while the rec possibility (whfcti 
can never pc desirable) becomes divided oc- 
tyveex two offices. — Y o&l ^«u..iktec see no 
sorf of necessity for every individual waimrt 
being signed by his majesty, nor for i|s being 
countersigned % .the lords of the 1 


i treasury, ex- 
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cept where money Ss issued by they:. 
In all gases where^fhe treasury isfiT 


cerned, tbe money is n!j 
the requisition o^fee^lcretafy at war, and 
h» game alone ou/mto stand at sufficient 
authority forjtho/warrant, 
whose Jicpartsnei 
service and th*e c: 
suflTbienS for hit majMty, in vrifom all money 
is onginSlly vested fly grant ot parliament, 
to sign a warrant for largq sums from time to 
time, leading the detail of the application of 
them, as is the practice with, regard to mo- 
nies issued on account of the navy, and the 
Cr<Jnance, to the department under whose di- 
^panlbularUervice is performed. — 


such articles appear, 
brini* 




[Hour 


greater regularity*!! 

^ up the accounts in the office itself, is 

actually* paifl updlHjbssential in various points of view ; and tbe at- 
1 "tendon of the paymaster himself is particular- 
ly necessary for insuring the attendance, and 
application of all the officers who are under 
, and for enforcing a more punctual and 
rate discharge of their duty, than appears 
to have hyberto prevailed. Their books 
should be frequently balanced, and the cash- 
boolt ought always to be made up to the latest 
period possible ; to the neglect of which it is 
in borne measure owing, that it has*been im- 
possible to conform 4o the proviqtos of the 
statute 45 Geo. III. c. 5g; and the conse- 
quence has been, that ever since the passing 
oceasiouec^by the warrants beingl of that act, the 5th sect, prescribing the mode 
* ~ r *• ' in which the monthly memorials are to be 


takeiy i^^J^Mirmy agents, instead ®f being 
direftly retuNa^^o the pay office through 
their own officers? ought to be entirely oo- 
viuted, as it seems already to have been in 
some degree, wii.li regard to what are called 
clcarin.. warrants fWr ’ regimen ial services. 
No reason appearsfwhy they should pass It 
aU into tpe agent's hagjds* who mag havtin 
inuir^rtJhterest irx withholding thenff luj^or 
thce^L&lhg of wtLse accounts they ardfm no 
degree req\sitc.£ Another regulation proper 
to be adq^tw; is a different manner of 
making out thd^6counts of extraordtnaries to 
be laid before Xriiaxnent, which the present 
paymaster in^Jafcnedyour committal that he 
had dire^ayo be done-in future; and that 
an* uecguntyShould be regularly kept in the 
office, classed under tht^same heads as those 
for which the grants of parliament are an- 
nually voted.— So bumsj^hich have been 
issued in the course of>tlf!Wjrtar, ought ever 
to be left out of the accopiit of extraordina- 
xics annuaU|glakfc,before parliament, for they 
create a^rfmporary deficiency in the balance 
of th^p^y master’s cash, even il they are to 
'be j£paid ; they therefore should be noticed 
ie first sdrauht iiftfcr the issue by a memo- 
ndum, as su^hs not ultimately to be charged 
.upon the publidkand credit should be taken 
for th*m liftarifc %hs£quent account, when 

they are ^ ie ^ an ^* R 

would also t&nd mutenwi\ to the clearness of] 
sjl these accountij’it* no Irljbles of ex pendi tu re 
were i^s&rted, but* such 
the army ; instead of whi| r 
ved, that issues of money for the purchase ot j 
com, a»jd various miscellaneous purposesmot 
direptly relating to tot service, h^ve not ux^ 
frequently been admitted info # them* ana inter- 
mixed ^tl^m>iiervices j -whfoh your com- 
*-svttee conceive tp belong more properly to the 
particulars ot^the distributed of any vote*! cre- 
dit winch m ay be granted for the year in which 


presented to the Treasury ; and the 8th clhuse 
in the Auditor’s Act, 46 Geo. III. c. 141. 
sect. 8. requiring all accountants to deliver in 
within three months after the end of each 
year, an account current of all sums received 
and paid by them within the year, have been 
totally disregarded.— It would have been ne- 
cessary 4(PRA^sl&ce, Upahqyrve upon the im- 
perfect manrierrqwbffiich injuries of rao- 
neyryd by individuals t^fjfeayimster’s ac- 
coulf, have been mad4*®y tmi-^lerks of the 
B»nk in the cash-book of the otifc-% if ypar 
committee had not received a p a^urance 
from the Governor of the Bank* that nlveo^ ^ 
tions have been given to discontinue this prac r 
tice, with ilgard to thi^ and all other public 
offices. 4CHle*^ilw&pal inconvenience to 
which tlf " * ‘ 

Hiaxpo 

last yeg.jj 
fema ~ 

without ; ^formation of the^ajtfiient 
being given jjizne paymaster ; whicli, though 
he ought certainly to have received from the 
accountant in bis office, who was employed 
in making the payment, yet no good reason 
can be assigned why the negligence of that 
officer was not corrected by a communication 
from the Bank. A larger ’issue of money 
from the Exchequer, to the amount of that 
sum, than would otherwise have been requi- 
rednnust have been the consequence,, and 
tip publjcVcre of course cither Unnecessa- 
rily increasing # cxcbequc» bills, and paying 
interest for a sum which ought to h ave bet nj 
at their disposal ; or sflyiUJ m^jich werfl&fejl 
jjjutHvith this money must hav^fcecn suf&gS 
ed teuton unsatisfied.— The act 45 ' 

III. c. IS, having jrepealed that of 17153, i* 
now thlonly subsisting act for regulating the 
businessif this office; and it therefore became 
the dutl of yoar committee tojdgaxqto 


: former mode was liable, appeared 
**^instance, in the course of the 
&hen %o less a sum than 291,348/. 
V aljcpt four moql h^^t hc Bank, 



1*1*3 ( TAmT*AF&i9k*P;M Ag^fjbm-At fl»*i 

b<mr for if bid been fens j®e<* With, <g had in fhvmyffiplfeity of trablfe btnfiness, credit 
been feurid effected, i» the rtitojfififeg paints, ite* Ntf given implie’tfy'by ohe depfeltoen;; 
which 1 it attempts to regnhte.-»Th# tfrte of [bf'goVtrmrtent to attath^r, that the form of 
making up foe acceraiWij dieted by reel. 2fl , I signing would isbonM%o\Tiie a matte* of 
has not bee* obsAved, a#f more tharri the' i«Mnte, ind thyf the paymaster Would 1 act 
clause In the Auditor’s act, 46 Get). HI. cJdtlriM' n^.'at^tticai resfch.LafShe does at 
141. sect. 6. above referred to. The claw? -ptesentA it the pSjrtnMtei-aftd the caUfiier 
•With regard to regimertt&f agents', sett. $3. ; should be' dtf«cted romtC' to sign every djaft, 
has indeed been attended to in’ teems,* bat it aoitie sett of additional check may perhaps be 
has been found of little use in- practice ; be- laid upon the latter, but pone will be fat by 
Cause the' paymaster, having no means of 'the head of fife office s arid it is tfbvjous that 
knowing the balance in.the hands of agents, I if Such had been the established practice of 
has no method of controverting the statements ithe office before the date of the tWo drafts, 
which tW may think«proper to deliver id, which have given occasion to this enquiry ,fte* 
as to the aggregatobalaoce of their accounts, .paymaster would not id the fUghjest^egte^ 
it being always possible, that though an .have been 1 precluded 1 fee it, from aru'fep or 
agent may be & debtor for one regiment -the money irt the very mode he J . .. nor 
(where he is concefncd for seVefaj) , he rtiqy -from dtif&inhi* it, fbr- as* loilg^^T.sie, i# hi* 
be a creditor on account of another.— The .possession — The whole typidftii of the pay. 
boqks of the office.hsve been btought up, .office is so intimately connected 1 with that 
subsequent to the enquiry of the former com- jof the war-office, that it. is hardly possible to 
mwee, to as late a date as the nature of the -report Fully upon the former, without enter- 
case admits of; but at that period, and when i<K into au ample examination Of the latter ; 
the .present paymaster was appointed in April ilwip the particulars Which have been pointed 
1907, the fair cash-book w» n^ijrojight up tfaif- relative situation admits <f altera- 
later than to the/fStftWf JiteSemte* 1 8u6 ; riontWifo advantage th th» public, -jfjft at 
nor were tJh«Bcffents frequently, nor regu- least as may be sufficient tcaprevenyahe pay- 
] a r)y balanced .-kifc^quld hardly hav&been mutfei'S accounts from waittaj {of the audi- 
dtetned requifjfe to print out the ptopfiety ting of those of army agates* WW others, in 
of* .appojpSbg persons duly qualified by Which he has no concern, arftflover whom he 
their kffowjgdge of Writing and arithme- has no control. To examifi^Vhether he has 
■“Sfe , and of a sufficient age to discharge discharged his duty byj^jflf&'/aqney upoii 
the duties of Clerks in the office, if the regular vouchers^ p?5ceeding eqheMtom the 
present paymaster tfeSd nut' *Wv lately war-office or the treasury, cinnoU-b/. matter 
found it riecessary tSrftfSchrirgb borne of of ifttricacy, or delay ; and if the secretary at 

• those, who had been admitted jntaf thfc qf- war should be authorized to grant warrants 

ft*, on account of their insufiftdaw’imHiW upon account for nil services not completed 
experience.— If vdUr comifftte^atnot re-, within the year, and to grant upon his sole 
coritmendjahy- ilteradon power of authority Warrants *foraU other services, as 

drawie®; . (br money (to wfftyflr. 1 amount) more formal and tegular doceh vnts than 
Which “is at pretofrt vested in "tie pnyma*. letters, for every payment, the samepractice 
ter, Or in the Cashier, it is not from any being alto introduced into the treasury ,Vhcn. 
Wtait of consideration bestowed upon this any issues are directed ■byzhat hj^rd for a\ny 
part of the subject : but they at« at a loss to tofviees ; and if, f«rth«r, the aKaitors shoulK- 
know, if it be WrtfcdiUWn from those of- be empowered and rtquiredVfy an alteratioi* 
Qeeft, in Whom .it can be lodged more pm- of rtfeact, (if necessary) to famine separately 
perly, or with absolute security ; for it is oh- the accounts of the eabrr.i. /i«riW as s6o« as 
qnestioOable, that in some department t*r they art presented) at«J to compare 

other of government, it must ntcesstflty every payment the bank cash-book, 

be* placed. IP more signatures . than die there la every reattto to expfct, not pnly that 
should be required to every draft, there H every paymaster’s (tccounf might b«»«ettled 

• dtett risk of the phbKc service being cod- Within a short period after the CtpitatiOn of 
•vkiig UV retarded. . and. the inconvenienc'eS each year, bat that a substantial check would 

fi^Bemuch rratSr, »f ‘delays shoald bein- be provided against all temptation tb wlth- 
fjtwaed jarthe first instance, of theaesCtM: draw money from the scrvlte for Which "it js 
smb- With those which now occur* afer the granted, when tlie detection of any such mis- 
daybimts are made, and which tendfcnly to application must ^mniedktS^d’oi.t.w* the ex- 
ototrtlct the settlement of account, But not eminaion of the annual accounts comparta 
theufervice itself. It would inevitab# follow, with the ertsh-book of the bank. This opinion 
•fibte ■f^'tsnch division of rAponsibjpty,that, of your cOmmittep is fortified, by that df 



• / 

IjU&ii] 


*f finmti<j ) . pttnfi 


.ac-lupoi^ myself to defied 4Mr«fnd«0t ip Bis 
counts* woo state* nuDciiei, %nai ■ u./kshliMbmce.whichl must admitto hwbw 
aocouuts required bjrlte 4 fiG*o. T IW. Ml.fiMoracA but I consok myself wrththmk- 
*ct. V. were ddivefcdjto thiaudit-office, as | mg, that the public will have suffered no 


the chairman jot t$c .board Sot ajwfciqK.s 
counts* who stated his belief, that ffthe ca 

L./A- a a 1 



well as theaccounttofservicealso referred to 
in jthjit section, sm 1 if the ‘ 

coi^pucd with toe account anrs^foik boo 
it would not be posable for toff pa/tnat 
gedferal£ or any other .publicaccouniant, to 
receive public money upon drafts made pay- 
able to himself without that circumstance 
falling lfnder the observation of, the commis- 
sioners. — With regard tofegimental accounts, 
and the difficulties which occur in expediting 
Nani! settling them, some judicious suggestions 
S\5je Mfee^feceived by^your committee, whicty 
wu^Mrve further consideration* whenever 
theAo&/ ( .^W«epingand passing accounts in 
the war-omfestthall come under their exami- 
nation. Thatthe present system i%defective 
may be concluded fiorn a long experience ol 
its being ^ound totally inadequate to obtain 
the two main abject*, of perspicuity, and — 
pedition; but whether it should b* 
ly changed, or partially modified# 

Wave not received L. 

•uSfc-Sfc to determine. The wmpMrctfion 
of the brltfh <?Jhnected with the pay-offjee, 
in the nuiTkieV they have suggested, they 
venture to rwinrfinend as unquestionably be- 
neficial ; ami (bey tn>st that the saijie princi- 
ple may be v*jCnded with success to every 
other dc*yifti*enforiChe military expenditure. 
lixtmcLsJrJi the 4)>pen4tx:—Ux<»mnai>on ej 
the rlgi 

The two sums* mentiony by Mr. Thomas, 
were issued by my dh^cuon, and I have no 
hesitation in statiug that they were not issued 
for public Jttwce. * thought as others did 
at the ttfcTtha* I had full authority to direct 
thasejfssuds. I was urged to do so by private 
Derations of a very popular nature, 
V vrfhch opero&d it tfi^tiive upon my mind ; 
*'£4 I though?Vhat by directing them to be 
Issued fo myselfdand making myself rerfjjoo- 
sible for thfemAtlyt f .could not, by goanbi- 
lity, incur concealment or 

fraud. It waa my intcnt\n t h“ t t W tiiould 
have been replacjd in if vjiry short time, but 
it wasinot in my powel to accomplish it. 
They remain charged against me in the pay- 
office books till the beginning of the present 
year, when the former of the Xwo sums was 
repaid ; and the whole subject having been 
' brought lately under the consideration of the 
board c {jrP'Hrr • tjicy have (Urected me to 
. ' r/*uay the remaining »um,with the interest due 
upon both sums, by instalments at statfd pe- 
riods? which l engaged to, do. I cannot take 


loss.— -"Do you know of any other transaction 
of the same kind, during the time you wasin 
She nay-office ? 1 do not.— Of any arrejar of 
thWike nature, arising from the transaction 
of ap J foiyner paymaster ? I certainly do 
not.— Was any notice taken of this transac- 
tion^ the treasury, previous to the begin- 
ning of this year? J apprehend it was not 
known to the treasury , ever previous to this 
year. — Was any ncfcce token bfmny other 
public office ? Not to my knowledge. 
Examination of the right hen. Thomas Steele , 
April 10, 1807« 

[Read part of the letter from lord Temple 
£> lord Grenville.] Have you any explanation - 
to give ig reference to this letter ?— This 
being a statement of what passed in different 
conversations at different times, of which I 
made no memorandum myself, I certainly 
am not disposed to dispute tty: accuracy with 
which itisarfborted* 1 beg the committee 
at die that I never 

have attempted j^ustify tyftWfr^of the two 
sumj/n question, upoa^^^rouna that they 
were applied dir^otlytST utdifOe^Jy to public 
service ; but that in my former avidenct I 
acknowledge that they were nqt issued witli . * 
any reference to public service, but thafl 
alone watL responsible and accountable for 
them, aJxh<tLl ha^n in fact repaid them 
both, pincipaP’S^ interest.— [ltead Mr* 
Steele’s uoimer examination, and extract * 
of ^ a him to Mr. Thomas.] 

— Qujp'fff located. — The^persons to 
whoiff^ L kllud*y in that letfeSrind in my 
exanuuati&. ' Jtvere the principal* Officers 
of the ,pay Office, who ftid long* been esta- 
blished there, and who uniformly contended, 
th® the powey of the paymaster-general to 
direct the issuqs of* money from the bank re- 
mained unlimited by any of the provisions of 
the act for regulating the officemf paymaster- 
general.— Did you consult any other person. 
a| to the opeMion of that act upon the issue 
of money to the paymaster? 1 did not— 
V/hethcr„in point of fact, "in any part* of 
this transition, you did act upon the opinioqs 
of any other persons conjointly with yobr 4 
own, or consult any ^heruerson ofrtksiubf 
Iject? No. ' ' A 

Mxamftatm of the 'right hon. Qteorge WtiU. 
\ • April 13, 1807- • > 

You! are desired to state, when and in 
what manner you became acquainted 'with 
the tranmetions relating to Mr. Steele’s two # 
[drafts. \>n Mqnd^y the 10th ofJMbnAry, 
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Jlb6, Mr. Thomas,! with Mr. Harjnood, 
and Mr. Bradshaw, two of the senior clerk* 
of the pay-office, came to my house ; and/ 
after some conversation on other subjects, 
when they were leaving the room, Mr. 


partjrciflars of Which I am perfectly willing to 
give;— Bjlr. Hose bpng “desired to proceed, 
stated,* that Tflr. Steel j declined entering 
into particulars, notfefcjtrfg himself at liberty 
wiicii im-j wviv wv itrwiii) .... . I to do it • that the advances were made to a 

Bradshaw, under some apparent embarrass* $&mrrs he sure which, 

ment, said he wished to apprize me of a/ir- for he^ftfts^of a secret nature L*that thr whole 
cumstance of an extraordinary nature wnich would be rejhig, but h«4xrald not at tbayno- 
had occurred in the time of my predecessors : 
that Mr. Steele had, in the ye;ir 1 800, taken 
two sums of 7,000/., and 12,000/. out of I 
the cash yi the hands of the paymaster-gene- 
ral, on giving his own receipt for the same ; 
which r«ipt wis written by Mr. Wood, 
deputy cashier, without any authority ha- 
ving appeared for the same, either from the 
treasury or the war-office ; at which statement 
I expressed great surprise, and to Mr. Tho- 
mas some resentment, at the same having 
been delayed ^ill I was out ofaoffice, and 
could 'apply no possible remedy, observing, 
the transaction was, on the face of it at least, a 
most irregular one ; but that, from my long 
knowledge o{ Mr. Steele, I was perfectly 
sure he would be able«to expfta-ftt, so as to 
jfSWsadow Ay thing more, 
hims&vra serious respon- 
had a tWcher 


his poflf^Sion, but that in any event, 
it had been his (Mr* Thomas’s) indispen- 
sable duty* to refnind that gentleman of | 
the transaction on his quitting office in 1 804, 
in order, that if it had not been satisfactorily 
explained, he migbt afr eqjnfrc vested it to 
me and my colleagues £"8n ou r appointment : 
to which Mr. Thomas answered/ he had 
called two or three times at ^le’s door, 


without funding him at hotke : sllcl^p justifi- 
cation ap p car fc iHo render conflict still less 
exctiSabie ; because if he th<ft^Wit necessary 
to see Mr.* Steele fin the subject? he certainly 
should have apprised him of his wish Jp do 
so, that he might be sure qf meeting with 
him. 1 therefore desired him to write to Mr. 
Steele, to insure his seeing him, and to let 
me know, on my return from Bugden, whe- 
ther any interposition of mine with Mr. Steele 
would be necessary : on the 20th, Mr. Tho- 
mas came to me accordingly, when hfi^told 
me that he hacl seen Mr. Steele, whoiaid 
generally, that the sums before mentioned as 
■ deceived by him, were for* army services. 
Xwkj*her, subsequent, to the communication 
tec by M#?BrS5baw in the presence of 
Thontas, you had any commuj**atk>n 
with -Mr. Steele on the subject ;• ^fd if so, 
'what was the purport of it ? 1 hid a per- 

*ona1 communication with Mr. Stella on the 
2 1st of February, which I considefed as of a 
priVat? daturc, being opt pf offi/ ; bu,t the 



ment exactly iix the v time, acknowledging 
that he had no warrant, or other authority 
for the issue : the advice I gave him was, that, 
under such circumstances, I thought ne should 
see either lord Grenville, or the present p 
master-general, aud explain to his lords] 
or them, so much of the transaction as shl 
satisfy them, — the v^hole, certai&y^\if/i 
should jthink it necessary ; addi ng it 
was by*all comparison bettef%^ho^d do 
that in the first instance fgrsf himself, than 
wait to give an exphuiatkm when he should 
be called upon to do so ; especially, as the 
precedent in this case would shew to future 
naymastersfrgeneral the possibility of their 
Airing money placed in me bank on account 
of^tiettgblic, tor th&c own 
moSi^ou, at any tunpv ^ 
themselves under a pressinj 
which was plainly 
pay-office act. I wrote 
even in g^ enforcing the ad' 
him in the morning in 
received a letter, dated 23d j 
— “ i will certainly follow yduA&vice, and 
“ take an early opportunity ohrp.m:rfhiuca- 
tinfr to lord Grenville the circumstances 
“ which relate to the issue pf the two sums in 
question : youynay therefore, if you think 
proper, apprise Mr * Thomas of my in- 
“ tention.” — Whether on the same day that 
Mr. Bradshaw made the oofR^mication re- 
lating to Mr. Steele in the jyresenwe of Mr. 
Thomas, you, in the same convfe<*sal|pn ex- 
pressed your willingness tP 
uute book a impute*, recor 
I notice of your successor 
No the six senior clerks ?-XUt tnat, l have no 
recollection, as to passed on that 

day; but the mei; iil|£vtn^[feen agreed on 
by my colleague Kid myselfpreviousiy there- 
to, it may have nhpjpenedghat upon that day 
I told - them I wpuld enter the minute. I 
have no recollection of the minute being 
ante dated, but 1 think it probable it may 
have been so, as on the 10th 1 considered 
jnnyself completely out of office. • • 


aceom- 
find 

of the 
the same 
1 had given to 
er to which l 
lary, 1806: 
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* “ I 

I'lic Cqjnmltt^r wlicj^were appointed to take necessarily incurred ft freight, insursurr. and 
( into considcKitiou thc^ommercial State of Jbther mercantile charges, between t! e ship- 
' the West-liuliu^blonies, arid to report thvir ping the goods in the colonics, and their \» - 
prpcecding*, frojjft**time to time, to the ing olleiedto maikct in th* kingdom, fbrn\- 
lioiise of cQtnjpapns ; and.ayho , T^p^cn^r, ing together an a rou .t of !io*n a. to .*<*■ 
PQwcrcd to, report the minuter of evidence Vto’ch appear*; upon this evidence, to bo the 
taken bo fore th«$\* anti to whom ail mi- sih\lutc cost to dV | lanter per cwt.ofsugal- 
nhtes »f evidence which were taken before before# a:i^ return of capital ran a t.udv 
the c.^bim-ttcc in the last so inn of parlia- Upon u reference to the aver;u;<* pr.ccs pidv 
mention the Wcst-lndiqplanteijf petitions, hshccj in the gi'idte, tortile iast eight months, 
together with their proceedings, wcie rc- which vary fioin 3(> v. to 3 1'. giving a me*, ft 
fcned ; have, pursnar.t-tn the onlcr of the p'icc of 33s. fir/,, it appears evidenf, that the 
bouse, examined the matte: s to them refer- planters must have cultivated thuf^cstat's at 
Vr>d ; andliavcaij;r.eed to the folio wing Repoit: a loss. — The inteve-* wliiah has been stilted 
Zuij&annXUe have thought it their to your committee. a* what should be the 
duty,*J{j r thc place, to enquire into the fair piofit upon a capital of such* a nature as 
situation \yf i the West- 1 neb a planter? at the that of a sugar estate, consisting not merely 
present morntaa&^.and for several years pre- of land and negroes, but of buildings of 
ceding ; and havcVxamined yarioug respect- great extant and cost, necessary for the cjir- 
able witnesses, proprictois of estates, who rying on ot such rnnnufactuits, and object 
h.»ve resided many years in the West indies, to vniious and peculiar risks qjul Vicissitude?., 
and who have had t!;e properties of several is not less than 10 per cent. — During the pe- 
absentecs under, their management; and alii/ Hod of piospority previous to 1800* it is ifu- 
mauy merchants intimately, acquainted \vWT ted that, in general t!^ ptoiiteftid not exceed 
the experts and pfofti£ of a great v8f%*fof that suuf*%u& th.it, period, they 

*9** • gene Ally conversant witli the have gradually dhvifffched I A per 

West-India a-iim Jerce. From 'their testi- cent, yi at the present majH|ht, tfi^re u: no 
Tiiony it uppLus, that since the year 179?), return of intcre-t wliauHr!-*- It .may perhaps 
there has taken pWfcc a piogrcssive d?te»iora- bc/ight notice one exception/ nstihelyjopf 
tioniuthc situation of the planters, resulting an estate mo*t iavourabl}* ciicugistaucerl in 
from a progressi\£ diminution of th caprice of every respect, where the profits are stated to 
sugar, ulik di^ft H( ihcsamc time the duty, have amounted during the four years 1 7.93*. 
and •alktfcc ex^ences attending the cultivation, I7pb, 1 797# unjj 7 ( i8,jto 12 ptr cent. ; but 
have bcen Tncreasing, till aj length tlie depRs- they appear id- o tcWwj^c declined ever since 
sion of the market has becony such, th?*t the in 1801, 1802, 1803 , and 1804, lo* have 
prices obtained for the lastJy ear's crop will bech redu<*l?"!*yriKmt (i pur cent . ; and in 
not pay the exigence a imivation, except 1 805, to /v* u f 3 fer cent., and subsequently 
upon estates on a yfry grj at scale, making to have red a aliil farther vOducfion. — In 
Kim. ir of a vjy fim^srior quality . or enjoying the course their investigation of Jhe, sl- 
ower cxj^m dfci rv advantages. Calcula- tuation of the- planters, your committee 
- tions hafre J&^enTitrtTbefore your committee, thought it right to ascertain whether it might 
5 fro in jiff e Accounts of estates both in Jamaica not fcc in their own power, in many in- 
^nciythe othcSyisIaiuls,- b}^ which it appears, stances, to remedy fhc evils of their situa- 
Hurt the British lAipplicsancf island e.\ pcnc.cs tion, by converting their sugar estates to 
ajpount fb 20*. and 1 Or/, in the former, afrid oth%r more profitable cultivation; but the, 
to 1 , 9 *. , fid. i« the lifter, on theewt. of su- evidence on that point shews, that sqch ^ 
gar, after acw^iiiVth^il^^iving credit for 'Conversion must be attended with so great -a 
the amount redded fof the^ile of rum. As sacrifice of capital, as to bc-out of the quesr 
• these calculations ayifordfedlupon an average tion/fs a measure of relief.— With, a view to 
of vearMahd upon. estates I of the ordinary the# pro^peef for the future, they have olw ; 
sc:ale, and in no respects iftiusually circum- tained a return ,of the quantity of sugar at?* 
stanced, it appears tu your committee, that present in the W eskjJndia clocks ; tom 
these sums per cwt. of sugar may be taken which, and from otherWflfc.*^ it appear^, 
as 4he average expence of cultivation, inde- quantify nqw on hand isynipsua]^/ ^ 

'pendent of interest upon the capital • and great fof>|h« time- of*year. llie cro^ of lasip 
your cornmitpre nre copfirip©^ m this ojjinion year iiso on the p(ftnt of corning into the 
l^y.fjpding a similar calculation in the report market.— Ut should not be omitted, ^urtliec. 
made by the sugar-distillery committee? in to state, flhat # for many years past the-islands. 
the lasrtparliament. To this must be added harp aWk entirely escaped the natujaWcaU- 
;ifi ex pence of from Ift*. 6dMo\6s. pej cwt.- mities ^pf liurriciftie^, &c.) yUch haveovi 
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casionally proved destructive to the prdperty ever, as are the evils of the decrease jpf price 
in those countries. — In investigating th£ and increase of char^esfit does not appear to 
causes of that depression of the market, frpm* your committee, that tj 
Whence the wnqje of the planter's distress causes of the distress 

appears to originate, the fir6t object which plyi n gtruwhich. alone anY p rafcticabie remc- 
strikes your committee, is, that extraoi^F Tly^Tu^ouW be ‘more tjaEn partially relie- 
pary situation in which he is placed, winch ved; but that th£ main and thatt<fw hcl 


jury situation in which lie is placed 
prevents him alone Qn exception every 
pther similar case) from indemnifying him- 
self for the increase of duty, and of^other 
expences attending his cultivation ? tiy an 
equivalent increase of pftice to the consumer, 

For it a pp ears, that si^ce the year 179.9* the 
duty on sugar has been raised from 20s. to 
£7*. and contingently to 30s. per cwt. 4 the 
expences of the estates are calculated to have* 
risen in matqy abides 50, and in others 
above 100 per cent. ; and the price has faWfen 
from 6*9*. to 33 v. 677. per cwt. the average 
of thpJast eight months. As it^ppeurs ob- 
vious, from the above statement, that the 
duty is heavief than the article can bear at its 
present price, it is suggested that it might fotet, but # at charges little exceeding those of 
be expedient! for the relief of the home mar -4v)#ice ^ while a British planter is burthened 


hch 

these are ultimately to jSercferred, i% theory 
unfavourable state of the foreign rri&rket, in 
which formerly the British merchant en- 
joyed nearly a monopoly, but where he 
cannot at present enter into competition with 
the planters, not only of the neutral but of 
the hostile colonie^. ■ The result of all iheii 
enquiries on this most important^pari 0] 
subject, has brought before thctrjy*ronc 
grand and primary evil, from wbfchLll the 
others are easily to be deducgjJ^Tiamely, the 
facility of intercourse bcHWren the hostile co- 
lonies of Europe, under the American neu- 
tral flag, by means of which not only the 
whole of their produce is carried to a mar- 


ket, to cxtendtjj^^mpipie^jriifek has been 
adopted on^ f j ffi contWe n t increase of duty 
from fltf’STtcSISQ*. ; sp ihfct from max‘- 
niura of duty'thefe^xed, on a gross pTlce of 
aftbrdGigSO*. duty and 50 a. to the plan- 
ter, the duty should be thrown hack on a 
similar sdfle in proportion to the depression 
' of the market, till the price arrives at 60* 
gross, leaving 20*. (the original duty) to 
•government, and to*he planter ; or, in 
other words, a rfcdudfion of 2s. gross price, 
flrim the average then 1 ,v. of -duty 

On a reduction pf the imf»fikiqn5of the new 
duty, as as 20*. — An increase of the 
bounty on the export has been also recom- 
mended ; and your committee are of opinion, 
that it would afford great relief if given as an 
accompaniment to measures of restriction 
upon neutrals, so as to render the expences 
on British and foreign produce equal in the 
■ foreign market. — A •considerable deprecia- 
tion in th# price of rum having also taken 
place* it hip been suggested, that the en 
• iouragement of the consumption of thaft ar- 
ticle would J>e ^ considerable advafli^ge to 
the planter. Tour comraitfce arc iyvare 
. that §ach encouragement has been given, to 
' a certain extent, but if it Were found practi- 
jaaMt to carraj&&&-s&isiance further, by an 
^increased ctfnsu m p £on in the army and navy, 
^fich *a measure would# ? in tbsj^fiiniont 
. fcaVb very benefiqal ejects or r reduction 
pf duty on rum might afford- esfenfial relief 
its the planter, without loss to tie Revenue, 
Which would be indemnified by/mlnpreased 
jjpushibptbn of $hau*{&it.-r* fireaj,* how 


the inconvenience,* ris! 
pence, resulting froih a jtate of 
advantages which the hostile cqj/nks d OTve 
from the relaxation of thJt pri/ciple, which 
prohibited any ti.idc frotQ being carried on 
with the enemy’s colonies by neutrals during 
war. Which the enetny hyiseJf did not per- 
mit to those neiUralsHkrvKijLpea^, may be 
in part estimated by referencL lo\i statement 
of the imports into Amsterdaftrsibne, from 
the United States of America, in the year 
18Q6, amounting to 34,085 hhds. of coffee, 
and 45,097 hhXa^f sugar, conveyed in 2l 1 
vessels, hereunto am exed ; and to a state- 
ment also annexed, 01 ;b^an^o U nt of West-' 
India produce, exported United 

States of America, bcuv(Tech ttfc\mxtof Octo-^ 
her 1805, and 30- ho. Scptembei 1 9QB . 
point of comparative * expence, the hdyaij/ 
tages of the hdktil£ 'colonijir will he fulghfer 
illustrated by the evidence of Mr* Marr^at, 
supported by satisfactoiy documents, which 
shew the charge? ffiohUafad insurance on 
sugar from the Kpmt qolodies, through the 
United States fofc America to the ports of 
Coders. # and to tlmse of the 

1 - ■ *3;* lid. 


to 


Holland 

Mediterranean,! to be ’ less by 
the former, and by 13*. 6d. to the latter, 
than {hose charges on British sugars to the 
same ports. — Vour committee cannot pjgnit 
to state also another important advantage en- 
I joyed by *hd French cdonies^from the sale 
(•of riharly the whqlc French m?ftuntile ma- 
rif.e t? neutrals, .uqeler the stipulation ot each 
vessel being returned into French yurts, in 
ordej to he navigated as F reach ships, vfitfeift 
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twelve months after peace, and with the 
enjoyipent, during war, of the samft privi-< 
leges in the ports bfjf ranee, *as if they were 
actually French, ifcr instance^, to import su- 
gar at a duty ofvfcf. per # cwt. less than the 
duty *§n posed on 'sugar imported in neutral 
yesjels. — In orihTr.Sto counterbalance, in 
some degree, the advantage! thus enjoyed by 
the hostile colonics, to the detriment of the 
British olanter, it has been recommended, 
that a blockade of the ports of the enemy’s 
'settlements should be fesorted to; such a 
measure, if it could be strictly enforced, 
Should undoubtedly -afford relief to our ex- 
port trade. — But a measure of more perma- 
nent atm certain advantage would t^ the en- 
forcement qf those restrictions on the trade 
between neutral;, and the enemy’s colonies, 
which were formerly maintained •by Great 
Britain, and from the relaxation or which 
the enemy’s colonies^pbtain indirectly, du- 
ring war, all the advantages of peace ; while 
our own colonics, in the intercourse w«h 
whom that system of monopoly vptych Jfas 
been^fcfld essential to the commerciaiand 
miiftaty pavy ofjthis country, is rigorously 
Enforced, arc deprived of the Advantages un- 
der which in fbrjper wars they caroled their 
broduce to the foreign markets, and which 
in the present war, by means of ouj decided 
naval superiority, would have amounted to 
the exclusive Mupply of the whole of Europe ; 
and #hrnjhbse extraordinary measures are 
taken into consideration which have Seen 
adopted to exclude the British cdlonial pro- 
duce from the Eiiropean market, It appears 
to your committee to-be a matter of evident 
and imperious ne^fsity, ito resort to such a 
System a^&yiflftpeding and restricting, and 
at far pp^ii^^preventing the export of 
the prddiyCeof the eiimy’s colonies from the 
f>lac£s of its growth,! shall compel the conti- 
* neftt to have* recoursfc to the only source of 
supply wbibl),' in that event, would be open 
to it.— As it may be apprehended that, 
from She adojJlion of Such measures,, diffi- 
culties might^Xpse h^ffliut intercourse, from 
which the W^st Indies at present derive a 
considerable propaftion of some of their sup- 
plies, Jl°“ r committee lijve thought it their 
duty to make enquiry into the resources in 
that respect to which recourse might.be Jiad 
‘ in such an event. During the only period 
wAiiah. affords an* example of the suspension 
of*that intercourse, the evidence concur? as 
to the fad of a Supply havffig been obtained 
.(though not without temporary and pcca- 
fional @ inconveniences) Tfrom a variety of 
sources whiqji may reasonably be relied uj> 
Wtif in gaseofitich necessity, at the* present 


the IVest-lndia Colonies. fixity 1 

, moment^ to a grcatcFamount than at the for- 
mer pCriodi From the examination of per- 
sons who, in consequence of their residence 
in the British Ninth- American settlements, 
or extensive commercial connections with 
^hem, possess the best information as to their 
present and future resources, there is ground 
to briievc *hat some supply of the principal 
articles of lumber might be obtained from 
therfte immediately, and to expect that, 
with due encouragement, the quantity of 
that Supply might be increased to any ex- 
tent. — The supply of flour whiclTthey could 
at present afford to the •West- India market 
would be slnall, and of inferior quality. 
They appear to be capable of affording a 
large supply of fish, and what deficiency 
might exist in other articles of salt provirions, * 
might be fnadeup by supplies from JJurdpe. 

— Upon the whole, the impression which 
your edmmittee have receipted, is, that the 
trade now carried on between the British 
West Indies and the United States of Airferi- 
ca, is v£jy convenient jand advantageous to 
the inhabitants of (fur’ ffionies, and one 
which* they could not reliu^UisIfSsijjhout es- 
senriaf detriment, unlggad^were compensa- 
ted by other advantages ; but •that it is qpf 
ej^ential to their existen<jp, or equivalent to, 
the disadvantages of their situation^ in thosd 
respects which your committee have Already 
gone through in the present statement.— 
Yoiir cammitjfee have briefly stated the dis* 
tressed situation of*the •West-India planter 
— ithe causes which have gradually produced 
his distress, jvhich are beyond hid reach to 
remedy, and which must continue-to operate * 
with increased effect — and having stated 
such meaSifresof relief as have been sdg^fcsted 
to them, and such ad, frofc the best sources 
of formation j appear modt adequate to the 
end in view, have only to add, that if those 
remedies are liable to objections and diffi- 
culties, there # is, on the other hand, the 
strongest concurrent testiraon/ and proof, 
that unless some speedy and efficient mea- 
sures of relief arc adopted, thfc ruin of a 
great number of the planters* and of persqpS 
in this country, holding annuities, and 
oftierwise dependent uppn those properties 
for their incortfe, must inevitably very soon 
take place, which riteit.be followed by thd 
loss of a Vast capital, advanced on securities 
id countries, and by the* iribst 

injury to* the commercial, maritime; and 
financial interests o’f Great Britain. 

I, X, — 

ScWrt) REPOXt, FROM. THE CoMdfittCS # 
ON tAe Public ExpXNDlT^RSf && • 

, oeVneUnited KlNQDQM* * 
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tiir. bank <jf England. cu instance which attracted the notiqp of the 

- committee* on finance, "(XIV. ll.)who,rc* 

committf'c/appointed to examine ancf I marked, that, 4 * whetherjtyy. further reduction 
consider wbarRegiihrimsandChf rK shave can or ought to bemaftp in this rate of allow* 
be *n' established, m order to control the sc- ance/' was a pbint “ for tn^ wisdom ofp.n lia- 
verul branches of the Public Ibcpriulitim i# n.ent to decide.’ —11 pon ,the j^u t of the debt 
- Great Bil-atn and I reland ; and ho\y fai*the which forms the Soutltofa stdek, - thf ratc of 
- Sums have been effectual ; and^laUurther chatgc is not aniforml The projsortidh of 
j mciisuies i an be adopted for icduc-ng any 582/. 13.?. (ul. to each million, ohtfins wirh 
part of the said expenditure, or diminishing regard to ibe greater part, and the allowance 
the amount of salaries and emoluments, upon the remainder beais the owpbrtion pf 
\v’it,boift dtt i intent to the public service ; !>()2L IO.v. to each- million. r l he whole at* 

DiUEG^i : :r)ilieil*eArli«s{enquiriestothema- pense of managing thisxonccrn by the com- 
nagementof the public debt, which the com- pnny was, in the year ending 5th January 
J mittee on finance in 1707, I ointe’d out as the 1807, l(j,7'2“/. of which 3,6^5/, paii^io 
fir^t object under t lie head of expenditure, in” the sub and deputy governors andji rectors, 

* their Xt’VtifrqWtF, The annual charge is in nunAe! twenty- three, and 4,735/. to the 

of no inconsiderable magnitude ; and the fftl- clerks and officers, in nunjfcft thirty-six. 
lowing observations are intended to shew 'The suiy annually paid by the public to the 
hOw Tar it m:ij' admit of redufctibn. — The South-sea company, is 14,713/. lOi. bV. and 
rate of allowance settled iri 179 , 1 >» has not laeen about 70/. more for fees and allowances to 
varied since ; ftui no documents are preserved the cashier. The proportion which the sa- 
at^the treasury, or the bank, containing any \uiesof th£ clerks beais to the whole cxpcn- 
cnlcUlations upon wlijcli it was founded. okure Reserves notice, and also the great 
The proposal by Mr. Pitt, under nuWrffCToC the directors, abnos5 cqihd tothoae 

general off* the increased who superintend the ex teniive buMtfMfcf jh c 

amount? tits and a reliance\on the bank. — 'ITic second example occurs *jn the 

deposition pf “<heH)ank to give ev^ry feu- more recent agfecriieftt made with the bank 
fSun abtffttccommoduti on to the public^? T he of Irelafid, by statute 40 Qeo. III. cap. 3. in 
time at wltych the Agreement w6tf concluded, which the precise allowances then and now 
affording a prospect of continued peaCc, could given td the bunk of Kngkrpd, were fixed as 
•present no expectation of a speedy augmcnTfa- the standard for managing 4jbe Irish debt, 
tioh of the debt, much less pf such an aug- though the debt of Ireland di dnot ^ -that 
merttiftion as has sipce haen incurrctf. — VVhat- year, equal the capjtal of the SouflPsea com- 
ever may have beeft tne computation upon panv, being between 21 and 22 millions, 
which tfhe. bargain was concluded, it is t6 be — The management of t*he public debt in 
observed that the lowest fiftfe ft Which a part America may also afl©rd some illustration of 
of the debt* was then managed (being 3607. pfcr this subject, though it Vtiffcrs in one material 
milUon) wu$ not adopted as the standard ; and respect, from the bn si-Bcs ^r a h sm cted by the 
consequently, upon the annuities created in hank of Kn gland*, inasmti d^s rh^ banks. of 
1786’, an inconsiderable increase of expense the United States itud^takem&i^W the pay- 
accrued in equal ling the whole, while fpon ment oT-the dividend^, the transfers •ixitig 
every other part of thcMebt*, a large saving made at the public affjtcs of tly government^' 1 
Was effected by reducing the allowance IVom Upon this account, afnd from the limitea 
bG2L 10*. Jib 450/. fofench million.— The number of stockholder (who do not excqi/l 

• management 8f*the public funds differs so 15,000) t.heir trouble, expense, and rish, 
ffiatCnitffy A practice from alt other mercan- scarcely admit of cpqmgtrisoifewhh Cue Lank 
tifc'Of ‘banking transactions, that it is not easy of England. The A itiericim * batiks transact 

* tt^eiStebTish a satisfactory enter! on for fixing this business free offull exiqtmse to the govertv 
' thft'^tl^ritisAion at which so extensive pod ment;, the balances left ip their h/iftcW, winch 
e complicated' a concern ougbj to be conduct- are used for their ^advantage (like thoSe depo- 
ed>' blit there afe twainstances, the sumein sited with anyprivute banker) being consi- 
kah‘dw r aud clifferingTortly in degree, which derCd us a sufficient compensation.— Assn* 
d^^e^ttentibfi, as they tend to thro^.sopic ming sis an incontrovertible proposition, appli- 
'"'^pt^ipon the subject.'— ‘The first O^nese is cable to all mercantile concerns, that, w pro- 
fit of ibe South-feea com jrany,' which con- portion as 4he' scale of business becomes en- 
‘Kiiiuesto manage Ibt own portion of thexlebt Isfrgecl/ the rate of commission may bc^ re- 
recording- to the original alloWance^w ar- duevd, and that a moderate com mission \ipou 
\ iangcci^'ntS- with the bunk in 1786V;- not a . large business* produces a greater propor- 
C3ftc!?d^l tdthffetomjfany^ <cir- tiorratq, profit- thiK) A higher Vate upon one 
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more confined, it is obvious that a cVarge of 
allowance, which may be reasonable apnnj 
20 oi*23 millio/is,, becomes ,p o*use and *| 
extravagant .upon 3 or 6 hundred millions. 
— The actual prog res., of the’d^bt corncsnext 
to be considered, which, on ihc 3th January, 

1 780? was &4,10?|424/. and the chains of 
management were then (avoiding to the re- 
duced %culc of allowances ) 100 , h40/. On 
the 5th of January, 17*)7 # , the yearn* which 
the contmitteeonfinanccVeported, the princi- 
pal of debt unredeemed was2£2»89*<2«44 l/.Jthc 
charges of manai'emeut upon which, so far 
as concerned the bank, were 1 13,343/-— On 
-tjic 5th of January,: 1800, the year ot the re* 
new al of the charter, the principal of debt 
unredeemed was 376,1 85,801 A %nd the 
charges of management, received by the bank 
weic 170,053/. — The debt unredeemed on 
the 3th of January 1 807, was 530,44- 1 ,314/: 
and the charges of management, received by 
the bunk, were 26^318/. to which must be. 
added 5,687/. on account of The AustiTn 
loan, aci ording to the’ same rate # of com- 
misMom Vhe t allowance of 4000 /. to- 
w^ds^thc. exptne/ s- of .the house, and 
also the original allowance of 1,81)8/. on 
4,000,000/- purchased f«om the South-sea 
company, are in addition to the before men 
tioned sums. The in in the establish- 
ment of the .bank, which has been rendered ne- 
cessary by tbe*rogrtFMv&:.u«» mentation oi this 
brajipn of their business, consists principdly 
in a large addition to tlye number ofcWrks ; 
erf whom the whole number employed in the 
public business,* exclusively, or principally < 
was, in 1786, 243 : 17"6, 313; and in 

1807, 450 ; whoa/Talaries, it is presumed, 
may becalculatfci, at an ’average, at between 
120/. and^S&/.’for each clerk ; taking t’ncm 
at j 35/., t/mcfr*£x&'cds the average of tho8 » 
« employed in the Sfeuth-seu house, the sum 

is . ; * / A. • • ^>,730 

’ rt li0i.tlic sutnis 

«t rro/. the sum is . \ . • 


f** 

I taken place in these last articles, of which 
the batik, do not keep*any distinct account, it 
is to be noticed that the whole increase of the 
officers who actually triy^act the business, 

I in the last eleven years, is only 137, whose 
annual expence may he from 18,449/* to 
24 , 270 /. ; the a<Ulition to the other perma- 
nent ^barges being probably about oue-balf, 
or ttvo thirds of that sum ; but that the ad- 
ditional allowance for management in tht 
last* ten years, is rnpye than 155,000/.. This 
generul co nj ectu ra l Estimate of the. expences 
actually incurred b^the bank exhibits, if it 
be near the truth, the charge which would 
have attended the management of this busi- 
ness by government, if, previous to the ar- 
rangement which took |>lace in 1786, it had 



* tithe* of which two last sums would. proha 
blv be sufficient t^rovide a superannuation 
fund. The* vW*y nroderate salaries receiver! 
hythc governor deputy governor, and <li- 
m:tom, ’amount Jto between 7 and.8,000/. ; 
and only a trart of these*must be considered 
as compens.ition for the trouble of superin- 
tending the public business. 

Aiciiluntal ex|»enc,s and sundi ies may be es- • 

• timatfd at about • ■ • ■ * V "ii/oj,; 

Buildings additional, and repairs, * about 
E.W cnpETice*. and lod,*» by frauds and u»- . 

* juries, ut abiiut . • » # * 

—Without being too rtiimlte in endeavour 
i^g to ealceUte what, increase may ln»M* 
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fened to them by the treasury. — Their re- 
port, already printed in XA/. 50. well de- 
ceives the consideration of the house; and 
particufculy the estimate they formed of the 
real value of the semcr, -vyJiich they suppo- 
sed might be executed at ‘Its* tjjan one third 
of th® charge at*that tim^TicbrredT^at is, at 
a rate of allowance i^fr # 187/. 1 O^for each 
:nilliq», when the debt was no larger than 
fins been before stated^r-Your committee, 
however they may approve the general prin- 
ciple of the reasoning contained in that re- 
port, arc far f^om thinking that such a trans- 
fer of fhamfgcmcnj would have been expe- ’ 
dient,' or desirable Ifl itself, being of 'Opinion ; 
that the *debt can be managed no where 
more commoGiously, and that it ought 
no where to be managed so cheaply, as, at 
the bunk. — The committee on finance far 

agreed with the auditory of the .public ac- 
counts, as to intimate an opinion in favour 6f 
thn reduction of the existing rate of allowance 
for managing* the public debt. . Xhev state 
“ that the bank, over and above tne charges 
o/ management, are arcustomcg to receive al- 
lowJnces fioib the public, it the rate of 805/* 
i a*. Hi//, ner million, for receiving: contribu- 


15^. 10 if* per million, for receiving contribu- 
tions lor loan -i and 1000/. or sometime^ 
ir.oie, lor contributions to ahe lottery ; and 
tli.it theySUvc the benerit of holding all tl?e 
money for half-yearly# dividends, -besides .. 
having the custody .of cash for the navy and- 
army ter vices.— *Lpqn reviewing therefore 
thr^e drcttnwtanets in the present tjrtie/' . 
fl jtf7); I^nd without questioning the grbpric* 
ty of the arrangement made in 1720,. when 
the public d«bt was so much inferior in r 
amount, your committee cannot forbear to 
stale? a§ a question still deserving itfeu-* 
ti ju parliament! whg|^r a fitter iv* * 
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(taction trffexpen&e cannot, and ought rfbt, to 
be made upon this branch of public* ex pendi<H 
ture ?'* — Besides the mangement of the 
debt, the bank We large transactions with 
the public, affording a considerable profit 
to the corporation; into .the nature and 
amount of which, for the purpose of laying 
Ithe whole matter before the Jjousc^it is 
proper to enter.— The amount of the several 
balances of public money, lying in jtheir 
hands, are first to be statpcf : 
v - 1. The nrcrage balance of the cask kept at the 
Bank during the three months ending the 5th of 
January 1807, under the head of customs, excise, 
knd stamps, Appears ft) have been about £. 45*7,000 

A nd under the head of the post-office , du- 
ring several months in 1807* in which year 
that account was first opened, about - - 520,500 

• , T. « 7,500 

2. The average balance of sundry otyer 
fcccouqpt, durihg it similar period of three 
months^to 5th January, 1807, viz. under 
‘the head of pay master- general of the 
forces, treasurer of the navy, treustirer of * 
the m ordnance, barrack-master-gcncval, 
transport -office, <kgent- general hf the vo- 
lunteers, treasurer dfCbotsea hospital, sura 
vcyor-generalof wJBk! s amHbrests, accoun- 
tant-general <lf tfff oourt of chancery, and 
Commissioners for The, re duction of the 


oners for 
land-taj^ - 


1,531,974 


964,415 


4$, The average amount of Unclaimed t 
dividends in the han<U«>f the bank, during 

1806. appeariPto have been , 1,341,154 
Deduct the sum lent to go- 

* vermnent on that account 

without interest . . . 3*6,739 % 

4. Tfie average balance during the pe- 
riod .of three months, to 5th January, 

1 807, in the hands of commissfcnegs for 
the reduction Of the national debt, arising , 
from the dividends received by the com- 
inisaiyners on the stock purchased 
them* and from the i|sue of sinking fund 

money ^ . 1,488,073 


X4,461196^ 


' ,5* A fii^er balance of erfbh to4i very 
large amount, consists of sums lying no- 
thin&Uy in the exchequer, qfhich never- 
, tbetes* actually accumulate for the be- * 
he fit of the bank, and are for the most 
part applicable at the end of each quarter, 
fo the payment of dividends. It is tire 
vestablUsbed iisag^ at the bank to draw 
dhfly from .the oxchcquc* the scvefttl 
hums in question as they accrue, deposit- ( 

. . hjg indfeed exchequcroiil* in return for - 
fheir own notes, wliich are received as mo- 
ney. iTbis tleposit is to be considered sirrr- 
' ply as a security for thfc public money 
drawn away f as the growing interest on . * • 

^fke exchequer bills belongs entirety to tins 
•bank; and in case all the exchequer bill* 
,poM»sed by the bank, which they think » 

fitMrepply to this purpose, prove insuf- Jf * 
11 wit for the \\ liole sum, the suiplus ic- 
• Upas ia ywevchequer in the shape of * 

• *4jjjpk JtoUw— ^he qtites febusT takfen out of ' * v 


circulation amount occasippilVf to seve-^ < 
ral millions, 'and by their detention in the' 
exchequer, both the bank and the public * 
aro placed in circumstances substantial- 
ly the same as if thfe nbtCs in question 
were carried to tfcc bank, and constituted 
a balance due to thd public pp n deposit 
account, dififering in no fespcct from ' 
other deposits. A 

The total amount *rf exchequer money/ m 
by which the bank may tlius have profit- 
ed, was 


Inl806 
Jan. 10 
Feb. 7 
Mar. 7 
DO. 38 
April <2 4 
MayC3 
Junc'20 
July 13 
Aug. 15 
Sept. 12 
Oct. 10 
Nov. 7 
Dec. 5 
Dec. 19 

£. 


F.Xcheq. 

Honk 

llilis. 

ISoUs. 

2949000 

8()00 

2745000 

9(100 

4715000 

15800 

6739000 

15900 

*4997000 

11300 

6943000 

1017400 

6009000 

3014800 

$395000 

15600 

4789000* 

1014200 

4,126000 

4515100 

6102000 

401 99M) 


151281)0 

38700(H) 

3007200 

g} 398000 

3012200 

65162000 

i 

1 a J 

—1 


[TotalSum 

295700(7 

27.54008 

4730800 

675i9(KT 

5008300 

6965400' 

9023000 

43*20600* 

5803200 

8841100 

9121700 

5782800 

6877200 

7410200 


,46351000 


I 


The average amount of this total sum is 6,167*921^ 
' -la. 10,629,89(1 

To (his«ftim may be added a balance 
of a temporary nature, which has re- 
mained fqp* no inconsiderable time in 
the bank, on account of the commis- 
sioners under the convention witff the • 

United Slates of America, and which is • 

part^of ^00,000/.* originally deposited 
and gradually reduced to 


Total average balances 

Your committee are 
ting average balances^ of cai 
of the several actual balance: 
be considcvcd as presenting 
* object ; but it must be 
fluctuating many of the 
be, the aggregate is Ur\ or' 



475,029 . 

•. . jl. I l,iu4,9i9 

that in thus exhibi- 
& lh the bank, instead 
<nay possibly 
iir view of the 
however 
mec« ma/ 

^ latcrially f 

and that in particular, if ^hc balances of exebe- f 
quer money, which *are moderate ift thte early parf 
of egeh quarter, and extremely large towards the 
conclusion of it, are compared with the balance*, 
of the, commissioners for the hTnfeing fund, awl 
those on Account of unju^d distends, both of 
which arc large in thd bcfinnifiJ^F each quarter,* 
and small towards the e^d, thq aggregate sum under 
these principal beads will he* found Iq finnislftf 
stationary balance of a nio&i important fynnunt. 
The documents from the bunk, ipul the exchequer, 
which could conveniently be furnished, da rfot af- 
ford an exact statement of the Whole actual ba- 
lance of public money in the hands of the hank t 
•n any great number of separate and given daw; 
they, lipwever, give the following results, via. tliat. 
on the 11 tli of^ricttfoer# 180p, the time igunfdiateij^ 
preceding the payment oft he divldendA/tW! 8imj 
tlie hands of the bank, under the first nlbntkJnedr 
head, of customs, Itcj was t . . • - ■£• 15^,974 

Under the second head, # . 

ofpAymaatcr-gencrif,8t'c. i 1^8,90^ 
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Under the (lin'd head, of 
unclaimed dividends, on 9th 
Oct. » . . . . 1,033,175 
Deduct {Hi*, 759 


M^ncy of American ctyn- 
mishioncrj . .... 


656,430 


-389,197 


Under the louvth.head, of 
the conuniskioiierfl tor the 
sinking fund, Act. 11 j. 

And ufick'r the fifth head, 
of exchequer money', they 4 
were, on Mje lOil; of Octu- 
bp* , beiii" the day on which • 
tlie oxcmlquer monthly ac- 
counts were maeje uf.. . 9,12^,700 

Making the total on .the 
9th, 10th, and if th of Oc- 
tober^ 1806 T * • 

To which, if the money 
vested in the American 
Commissioners be added . , • 

The Total actual ba- 
lances will he ... . 


10.16T,333 


11/723/207 

A 


475,029 

» 

12,198,236 


They al«n shew, time on the 1 st of November, 
period of about three weeks suh^quent to the 
payment of the dividends,* the hnlnnres under the 

first lira^l of ^ustom,, &«'. were 608,133 

Under the Kecorfcl, of pay luastei, &c. 1,556,051 
dDnder the third*, nf un- 
claimed dividends . . 1,33°, 14 V 
Dyijpct as before 576,739 


• r . 
Total 


E“tV 


475,029 


12,018,3*4 


They also shew that, » f 
On 8 Nov. customs, 

&c. were 587;904 

On Do. Pajynas-r 

* ter, &c - . l,41£,85g 

Oq *Do. ynclaimcd divs. 
probably • . f . . • 1 ,460,000 | 

Deduct 376,73 9 
1,080/261 

On Do, sinking fund , 2, 116, $63* 

7 Nov. exchequer: 

Exchequer bills 6,42^,000 > - -*3 
Banknotes , 1,512,800$ *’ lo *> aw 


8,983*42* 

10,986,171 

4f5,029 


Together , 

Money of American com* 

• missioners 

Total . . . . 11,461.300 

It thus appears that the aggregate actual ba- 
lances, in four different periods of the quarter en- 
ding January 5, 1307, no far* at these balanced 
can be stated, fluctuated only between the sums of 
10,986,171 ) , 5 11,72:1/207 

475,029 ^ ana I *475,029 


1 1.461 .200 


1^,198,236 


1,182,105 

Under the fourth head, ' 

of sinking fund . . 2,217,171 

An l, itmlcr toe fifth, of ** 

OKq^K.unicr money, they 

Were. Nm ember 7, the day 

on which the exchequer 

monthly accounts were 

Inade up (being 4^270,1)00/. 

pxchcq. hills, and 1 ,517,00/, 

bank notes) 5,782,800 


9,182,376 


Money of American com- 
fnisVioners • • r .. ’ , . 


11,148,1^60 

475,029 


Making the total actual # 
balaees on the 1 st and 7th 
pf Nnrember, 1806 . . . < 
/ They also sl^ewtb at. 

On Dep. 1 ± 1806, 


11,683,189 


custnifyjf Sft'aWei® ...... • 954,705 


On 29th Nov. pay- 
• master, Jtc. 

•.On Dec. 0 l, un- 
•* elaispccT dividend# 1,173,129 
Deduct . '376,739 

7‘Jo,390 

pn the C9fh Nov. 

sinking fund . . 1,511,81$ 
Doc. , exchequer • t 
J.j»ilhs . 3,^0,610^ 
banknotes 3,007,200 


1,403,155 


x. 6,877,200 


9,185,405 


•'together 


^1,5 13f- 95 


The excess qt‘ the actual balance* of tht* 
period above the average balanc^ before 
stated, arises fiom tfee Circumstance of it# 
having been thought proper, in stating fehbse 
average balances, to forhi the c#timate of the 
average cash in the exchequer from an ac- 
count of the whole year.— 'Hie magnitude 
of these balances, and of the profit which 
must ife derived f»*>m them (a profit which 
islikely to increase during thiewar, but which * 
may be Aibier t to dimimftion on the return 
of peace) has attracted the attention of yourv 
committee no less than jthat of the allowance 
for the ipar.agcmcnt of the national* debt. 
The annual interest calculated upon fhetft 
amounts to between 5 and 600,000/. In the * 
dfse of a private banker, floating balances 
cannot be con sidered as productive of a 
profit equal, or nearly equal, to the whole 
interest upon them ; because, «both the char- 
ges of the management of the concern, and 
the interest lo§t by maintaining the stock of 
ready money deemed necessary for securing 
the punctuality of current jJayments, operate 
Largely ift diminution of such profit • butrin 
'the case of the bank oPfcngland, the charge#* 
belonging to their«banking transactions with 
government must evidently, be smalj inopttK 
^prison with the profit of those? extftnsW$ 
transactions. The aggregate balances ot 
public money, ki the hands of the bank, 
Inve been shewn to admit of no great riuQtu^ 
atiprfl ; nor do they require to bo prqvi^ec^ 
for (especially* at the present period). Jy 
lijcacs of a stock olf unproductive money; fi^e 
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potes of the* bank itself being employed to met t 
any such occasion. — Your commit Arc there- 
fore are inclined. to consider a sum equal to 
5 percent, intereffi on the average balances 
in question, to be not far from the amount 
of the profits arising /rom this source.*] 

SThesc profits undoubtedly are intermixed 
with the other profits of the bapkf buf <hcir 
general amount may, without difficulty, be 
distinguished and ascertained. Excepting 
the sum gained by the management of the 
public debt, and of loaup and lotteries, and 
by trade in bullion, the whole gum ot the exception of a short period preceding the 
bagk must obviously consist of interest on suspension of the cash -payments) was only 
various sums lent ; and the atfcount of the 'between the sums of 11/, 8 0/80/. and 
daily interest so accruing, must necessarily 13,84.5,^00/. to which last-mentiorffd sum 
bear, an exact proportion to the total daily they amounted on the 25th of January, 1 aol, 

- amount of the several funds in their hands, a period not long subsequent to the day of 
deduction -being, made fqr that part only, pax in^ th t dividends, when a more than ov- 
which is kept invested in cash and bullion, dinary' issue of paper must be supposed to 
these being the Only unproductive ai tides of have taken place. Since therefore each i.u<r- 
uny moment in which thcii funds can be cm- mentation of the government balances, 
ployed. But some doubts may be exei- though it may be at- first attended by a di- 
ted by the annexed evidence, reflecting the munition* of bank paper, is fqjlowcd by a 
productive quality of some- of these balances, proportionate rc-issuc . of (hut paper, and 
it seemsj»ro|,er to enter fully into the sub- since, in return lor the paper so rc -issued, ad- 
ject; if doing the circumstances ditionul bills -arc discounted, additional ex- 

which accompany and follow each’augmcn- chequer Ull s arc bought, or additional loans 
tatifm of the government balances, must be arc f u inislied to government, (nil articles 
minutely detailed.— Whenever an addition equally yielding interest,) it follows that' 
is made to the amount ot these balances, it is t h ose additions which are m^de to the ba- 
effected in general by a payment into the J anc e S must be considered as producing a 
bank of their own notes. J he qotc%so paid corresponding increase of interest. TlfP^jro- 
in arc.-cancelled. *111111 a reduction takes port ion w»ll be exatt, . whenever the notes* 

“ place in the circulating notes, and tjiese notes suppressed aic exactly restored, prov ded 
Urea fund, which supplies, i« t]jcstmie man- the quantity of cash and bullion continues 
per as the government balances, the mqpns of, precisely the same.— Whether the cash and 
Jem ling at interest. • Every such reduction .bullion in the bank have been augmented 
pf ndteff, however, must be considered as since the same period of 17.97» and, it aug* 
temporary, because the maintenance of the naented, wbetner in a material degree, on 
circulating bank paper at the accustomed^ t | )e g roun d of the increased magnitude of 
pearly the- accustomed ppint* is felt by the balances due from the- 'bank to the go- 
bankers and merchants of the metropolis to vernment, is a question into which your com- 
be necessary to the regularity of current pay- mitt^e cnnno{, from want of documents, j ar- 
Wrtts, BilW pf* exchange are therefore oT- ticulaily enter. They eonceive, however,* 
feifed to the hank to he discounted, in such that if an augmentation of tlie # cash and bul- 
quantity as to restore the amouit pr nearly )j on be admitted, it must* fes, considered as 
ib^ amount of notes cancelled by means of principally intended meet any demand to 
any increase of balances, unless t^c bank it- which the bank may Sb exposed by its circa- 
. tplf, by delivering Out notes.in payment fdr i at j n g paper, and especially at: a provision for. 
exchequer bills wnicn they may have bought, t b c payment of their one and two pound 
fw for; loans to government, should have ren-r notcS) the circulaiion of which may cease 
defed the application f?>T additional discounts whenever the bank shall have resumed its 
ajpnece&jSry. This application for additional payments in cash.— In tho* evidence upoj* 
discoiibt^ on the occasion of an increase of t hi 8 part of tjicjmbject, it is admitted, that 
, balances, must indeed brdinarily precede the, nc *es of the bank- arc prorl^ive of 
Itych Increase, and furnish the means of ef- p ro fit; : but it appeys lo be assumed, tha^ the • 
^|edkmg jf*~Ths<iahc ^augmentation of g OTJErn ment balances are only so in pippor- 
•EpovVomfnt balancft IHpe^bank, which j as tjg n ^ they tend tp augment the amount qf 
f^ljpopljtbesince tl a yew 1 /S 7 , (an au^tnin- , ino t eR . Whereas your committee ase fiflly 

m, • • a ft 


tation amounting probably to seven or eigH^ 
> millions* ) has not permanemly diminished 
the. notes in ‘circulation, is proved by 
the annexed account of notes in circula- 
tion between the 7th of February, 
and the 1 st of. Februarj^ 1807* by wy?ch it 
appears that the notes* exclusive of \ and 
2 pound notes, ft’SSff* • * * 


On 7 Fob. T7‘V> 
6 Feb. 1796 
Awl on 1 Ft b. 1806 
And 1 Feb. 1606 


. 12,S70,.5o8 

. 1I,2I5«000 

. • 12 > 8 .) 6 ,')TP 
m 12,38.3,430 


The fluctnatinn thnse Vf'nrR fwilh 
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persuaded that both balances and botes, arc 
and must necessarily be, productive.— The 
funds JT the bank, which are. the sources of 
pi edit, and which constitute the measure’ of 
the Mini thc> T have to lend, (j-ubject only to a 
deduction on ac count of cash and bullion,) 
may fh* classed undfrr three heads. — First, 
thessunti received from tjjeir propiietors 
as capital, together witJTTne savings which 
^have licen added to it. — Secondly, the sum 
received# from persons keeping- cash at the 
bank. This sum consists of the balances on 
the deposit accounts .both of government and 
of individuals. In 1707, this fund, inclu- 
ding all the balances of individuals, was only 

1 JO, 1 40 /. The present government ba- 
lances alone have been already stiibti at be- 
tween eleven and twelve millions, including 
bank-notes deposited in the exchequer. 
— Thirdly, the sum received in return for 
notes i Ait into circulation. A corresponding 
value for every note must originally have been 
given, and the value thus give*] for notes 
constitutes one part of the general tyud to be 
lent at interest. A note-holder, indeed, does 
no t,,difier essentially from a person to whom 
a balance is due. Both are ci editors of the 
bank, the cu^ holding a note which the evi- 
dence of the debt dup to him, Vie other 
having the evidence of an entry in the ledger 
of the bank. Tin* sum at till timrsf tunning 
at interest wi 1 ! be in exact proportion to 
thy ijjnount of these three funds combined, 
deduction being made for the valuggfrrash 
? and bullion. — Under the three heads above 
mentioned, first* # of capital and savings; se- 
condly, balances of deposit accounts ; and 
thiidly, notes in circulation ; all the sums 
arc stated which the bank would have to dis- 
charge in the event of the winding up of then- 
art. dls ; and they must of course have assi.ft 
sufficient and available for this purpose, which 
assets can only cOiisisl of cash and bullion, 
and securities for money Unit. — Jn whatever 
degree ■therefore any one of the three •first 
mem ioned itengs, namely, capital, deposits, 
or notes, increase, the other two lemaining 
fixed, in thc*sa../cTh*gree must the sum run- 
ning at interest iucieajjpj, provided the cash 
add bullion do not vary ; and this adaptation 
ofthc%um at interest to ihe amount of the 
balances, may be presumed to take place 
without any particular cognizance of the Sub- 
ject by the directors, who make a profitab^i 
use of the balances, by consenting so far to 
satisfy the current demands*fc>r discount, or 
by^makuig such loans to government/ or 
’buying such number oftexchequer bills, or 
other«becuritic% as may suffice to maintam in 
circ . ation tl It accustomed quantity yf notes. 
VoL. f lX.— Appvitaix* S 


— Itws impossible therefore to admit, thatlfte 
»bank have tin means ftf placing out at interest 
►the whole of the large sums which constiute 
the government balances,* Those be an es 
are lent at interest, bee a At a demand for 
^oans to this extent cannofTail to arise out of 
tin* natural demand foi the accustomed quan- 
tity of note s. The bank have no property 
of aify mdlncut lying dead, cash and bullion 
excepted ; they possess indeed property in 
buildings, but these are stated in the evidence 
to have been paid f<Tr as they w«rc erected, 
out of their current profits, and constitute no 
article in their accounts. ^ Unless, therefore, 
they have a sum at interest applicable, to- 
gether with the cash and bullion, to the pur- 
pose of answering the demands of those who 
bftvc deposits in their hands, they have not 
assets necessary to satisfy the three classes of 
claimants'&hichhavcbcen mentioned >-7“ Your 
committee cannot allow the validity of an 
argument which is to be lbuncl in the evidence, 
against the profit derived from the balances, 
that the bank do not wish to tnlarge the scale 
of their business, and that it is their custom 
to suppress, rather than encourage, the de- 
mand for their dotes, nor can it b^dmitted 
as a geneial proposition tl*at their notes form 
tne criterion of their pi ofits. Since these ba- 
lances are placed in their hands without in- 
terest, and are then lent out at Ihterest, thev 
must unquestionably be considered as en- 
larging the scale, not meiely of their business, 
hut of their profits. That the amount- of 
not“s is one criteridb, and is a mosf’impor- a 
taut source of their profits, is undoubtedly 
true, v but it is equally true that the amount 
•of balances is another ; and although the 
caTeful limitation of the circulating # paper is 
an act c»f prudence, the balances, cannot bet 
considered as affected by such limitation; 
not can it be inferred, from the propriety of 
limiting the prfpcr,*that there exists any si- 
milar occasion for restricting the other bran* 
cfces of the businessmf the banlfc. 

The product i\c # 4 uality of flic floating balance* 
is ronfii mqd by a statement presented by the 
hvitk itself to the secret committee of the house 
of lords m 17‘/7, (page 13*2). 1’iom thence it ap- 
pears, that the bank-notes wvrefvu the 25th (^Fe- 
bruary, ....... jC. 8, 640,850 

And th« “ drawing accounts' . - . 

(01 deposif accounts) and 
“audit roll” (ol* unclaimed 
dividends, &c.) . • . . . ■ 5,140,150 

And, the “surplus” (or uudivi- , • 

* ded profit of the. bank) which ** 

was of the nature of addi- * . 

tional capital * 3,826,800 


f . Making together 11,597,^80 

This debit side of the accountj fxhifcitedi 
thi total s\im due bfllhto th* bank proprietor/ ■ 

I g 





• * 


V 


XCix] 


PARL. PAPERS.— Second Reportfrom the 


and others on the 25th of February, 
with the exception of *[ 1 ,G86‘,800/ t . capital 
lent to government, which was adverted to 
only at tne foot oftrije statement. The credit 
side of the acco(&t enumerated the effects 
(amounting to the same sum of I7,5f>7,280/.u 
applicable to the payment of that debt. 
—These assets were stated to consist of <fi ad- 
vances on government securities*’ viz* on 
u land and malt," on “cxctiequci bills, &c.” 
“ bills discounted, Ac.” and 11 cash* and 
bullion.” • Supposing therefore the amount 
of surplus capital und b^pk notes on the debit 
side, and the cash^and bullion on tile credit 
side, to continue stationary, tjie amount of 
the other articles on the credit side (all ol 
them articles prod wring interest), must nc- 
cessrfrily fluctuate in exact correspondence 
with every fluctuation of the dep sits ; and 
in casc.:motbei statement* formed in tin* same 
manner as that presented in 18^7* wcie now 
to be made out, the sum of N,fi-iO ol 

notjrs having been augmented to 1 o,n'J • 
and the sum *of 5,130,000/. of d.ejwisit'. 
having risen probably to about 1.1 or J4 mil- 
lions, there would unquestionably be an in- 
crease oJHibout Hi or 17 millions running ;« t 
intcrest^to be stated tjn the other *idr, df 
ducting whatever may have been added to the 
cash and bullion since February l/f*7. — The 
annual and temporary bonus of five per cmt. 
which the bank have for some a suc« es«ivf 
years added to their aci ustomed di\Mrn<’« ol 
seven per cent, and the recent liugfltentation 
of their regular dividends to ten pci teat, ex- 


> 


rived front* the issue of one and two pound 
[•notes, amounting to 4,287 ,9^0/. on ^he 1st 
•of Fe binary last, may be expected tf^ eease 
whenever the payment of c..sh shall have been 
resumed. — The next point to be considered 
is whether any of the public balances may 
safely admit of diminution ? *Thn.s<^under 
the first head, mirnelv, the balance^ which 
are lodged in tlicWhk by officers ij» the re- 
ceipt of revenue, which make weekly pay- 
ments o: their c:.sh*into tlie exchequer, evi- 
dently admit of no. reduction. — Some few of 
the balances under the .second head, which 
belong to offices of large expenditure, may 
perhaps be diminished by the more careful 
application of an economical principle lately 
inti odufed, that of occasionally furnishing to 
i he heads of certain offices, exchequer bills 
instead of money, which hills are sold in the 
muikct in the ciuantitiis, and at the times 
which the immed'.itc occasions of the office 
riqui*r, and therefore diminish the necessity 
of maintaining large balancs in cash. — The 
balmcv^in the hank, under the third head, 
of unclaimed dividends, appeal* to ytnir com- 
mittee to admit of rcduri on. These b^l.m- 
t'*s have been already represented as less by 
37b, 75:’/. than the gro«-s at which 

they aie^nen ’>v the hank, because, in con- 
* cquen'*! of tlie ,u t jwsm d in 1 7f) l , c. 33. that 
sum rcit.ains i,, the po^s^iou of the public, 
out of the ViO,noO/. advanpad rmjiuiall) b)' 
the* bank, but umIIv t «ken out olT^c ,un- 
claitvr*#! dividends, # wh.< I were then, foY the 
(first time, bro'glit under the notice of par- \ 
elusive of property tax ; the ri-tf also of the liainent and ni.idr jippl,cal% to the pubic scr- 
market price of their stoclc, •whfih J aviti«r j vice. It see tv. *= 10 have b« man unintentional 
sold in 1 fjl>0 trom 1 507. to 1 ?2 ; . per cent. now 1 omission in flaming that stai utc, that no pro- 
sclls # at 230/. are strong cirrunihtupt e» h< 1 on - | Msion was made Y 01 making up deficiencies 
firmutionoflhc !i**ge increase ol tin k tuo»I*s ! to the public, a« well a* to the hank, when. 
This increase n.mnot bcaecoiinttd forhvan\ '•ever tin* whole sum of such urckiimcd divi- 
mat< rial augmentation of the advent. it." * dc- \ dends might rhe above, as well an whenever 
rived ftom the mauag^iflcnt f>» theii own ca- jit should frill below the stipulated amount of 


' pita), nor from that p.irt c*f their business J < 
which they Jiausact as btmkeis to individual*:, 


■00,000/.; and if*it should he judged expedient 
to continue and pursue the p'incipVe of that 


(a part indeed at all t ntes romparativelv j art, it should be amended with a view to this 
small in its amount); for although the num-i objedt ; and the usual amount of unclaimed 
ber of persons having accounts open with "the j dividends being ascertained^ it* may be fit to 


open 

bank, has been lately much increased, the 
floating balances on those account are khc^vn 
\o be^n general very small,, most of the ac- 
counts being kept opcib only for the sake of 
. the opportunity which they afford of borrow- 
ing in Jjioway of discount. The extaps^on 
^bithet of loans to government, or of discounts 
* to the merchants, or of both, is the necessary 
effect of the augmentation of the government 
deposits, and it is to the largeness of these de- 
posits afyat the increased profits ought Vo be 
referred.— The gainjvKictf the bank bav# de- 


apply to the publiarservicc .according to the 
same regulations, whateyer may probably be 
the surplus above the 100^000/. which was 
intended at all times to. remain in the bank. 
I he sum, which, on the score of those divi- 
dends, may be now applied to the pi^dic 
^ service, is certainly not less than 428,2£l/. 
in addition* tflWhe 376\739/« making in all 
800,60()/. The unclaimed dividends in the 
hanfls of the bank, amounted at that period 
or the year 1806, at which they w^re the 
lowest, namely/ on the 8th of July, to 
> * c * 
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f)8(),57 3/. and at the lowest period • of some , quarter, anc \ a similar reduction in the*.* 

antecedent years, they have not fallen below* ture* balances of the commissioners for th$, ■ 
.900,0g0/. The following mode of diminish-* reduction of the national debt lodged in the 
ing the cash balances underlie louith head bank during the first six weeks of every 
(of the comirtissioncrs for the reduction of quarter. A reduction tc/t£is extent isprac- 
the national debt), and under the fifth head ticuble at present- and q/fbrther reduction 
(of c^phcquer moncj), has suggested itself to %nay, on similar principles, be made at any 
your committee.— A large part of the sum in future period, when the increased amount of 
the exchequer is dcstiuui^io be paid on the the *ftik : i|g fund, and of the balances of 
four quarter-days to the commissioners tor re- Cash in the hands of the commissioners, 
ducing the national debt,.ior dividends on le- £haU afford similar reasons l’or repeating the 
deemed tleht standing in their names, and for same operation. Ry this anticipation, the 
jinking fund ; and the sum* so received by exchequer money destined to pay the sum 
the commissioners (amounting now to above due to the commtssioiiers of the sinking 
two millions quaitcrly'), is employed in the fund, would not be •diverted from its 
purchase of stock in equal portions on all the oiigin.il purpose, but a portion of it would 
transfer s of the succeeding quarter. Jtjbe applied somewhat earlier to that very 
seems expedient, that to a portion oftuissum j qj)ject, and in addition *to the original sum, 
an economical principle should be applied, and the publx creditor must unquestionably . 
Jt may be inferred fiom the paper *isertcd in he benefit*! by such an augnientUHujn of. the 
the appendix, .1 ncl from the annexed evidence, sinking fund. — If the preceding proposition 
that by the middle of each quarter a sum of should be deemed Viable to objection on ac- 
more than one million is always nominally cuunt of the preference, so far as respects 
in tlie exchcquei, and actually in the Bank, one million, which is propo^pd o be given 
wh:ch is^ap, Jicahlr* at the end of thf quarter to the commissioners for the sinking fund, 
to the purpose of* paying the sum then due over the general body of stockholders, the 
to the commissioneis lor reducing the nation- objection may be removed, by givmgto the 
ui debt.- Your commute, therefore, recom- stockholders a preference to which the^ are not 
mend that 'flic sum of about 01^ million now entitled, as a compensation, empowtr- 
should be issued in the middle of the nexr, or ifig them to receive on the quarter-day *flie 
of some subsequent quarter, to the fomrnis- whole of their dividends on stock, antece- 
s loners, to be applied !)\ them to the object dently to the issue of any dividends on the 
of buy in* up srock in the course of some stock of the commissioners. — Such being 

the general state of the connection between 
the public and the kink,* it becomes-an ob- 
ject of consideration, in the last place, what 
have been tl\£ transactions between them 
since \e year 1 78(> ? These are,. first, the 
•tactile oLl/91 ; secondly, the rc’newal of 
the chartcr^in 1800 ; and thirdly, thfe agree- . 
ment for die loan of 3,0(Jb,()00/. in 1806*. 

— Jyrst, The act of 17.91, c. 33, authorized 
the bank to advance 500,000/. without in- 
terest, for the service of the public, which 
Came in fact, as has .been already explained, 
out of the unclaimed dividends, But in conse- 

,, j , .... v , r j quence of .the second clause for repayment, 

continue, the, effget qf the proposed mc.»- in vase of a deficiency, the sum remaining 
sure will be to give, in the year in which in the hands of the public, isjiot more than 
it to take phi dr, a Acar million sterling 37(>,739/« frere being no provision for in- 
to the jinking &wtl, by Jjie application ol cruising it after the diminution had once*takeip 
which, in that year, annuities amounting to place, it was a further enactment of this sta- 
nearly 500,000/. per annum may be bought tute, that the allowance for managing the 
up, the other operations of the sinking fund debt should continue at the rate o£450/. per 
continuing precisely as before. In conse- 1 mfllifon ; and it is observable, that this -s the-* 
qifence of the application ^>f .this * extra only statute which con tains any distinct sti- • 
million. to the extinction of debt, •these pulajion upon that point. — The committee 
must,, be a reduction of pne million 14 all on Finance in 1797 distinguished the debt 
future Jmlances of the exchequer money \n created subsequent to 1791* from^ tiyit 
the bank, during the last sig weeks of every, which # is within the obligation of this 1 act, 


buc^pfttliug months, in addition tojbe rc- 
^gular and accustomed purchases. J he 
" incur. s of tairying cm the icgukir purchases 
will be tin uished by issuing to flic commis- 
sioners, on t lie qnuitri-duy subsequent to 
the issue of the indium, .a sum less by one 
million than that* which* would have been 
paid to them according ro the ammtnnic 1, 
c >ur<e, and by issuing a further million six 
weeks after that quaitci-rljy, by which time 
the exchequer will be aUle to supply r it. 
Assuming that tlie same mode ot issuing 
all sums due to the commissioners at lialf- 
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remarking expresses that “ Since /bat 
year the case is different, and no such stipu- 
lations exist. All the subsequent l&an act 5 , 
and those for Tuning exchequer, navy, ami 
victaalling bills, J&vre left the contract open, 
reserving a power^o J]lie treasury to make I 
any such compensation as should be reas<y*-* 
able.** — Secondly, the act 40 Geo. ill. 

c. 28. the bank charter was cnritituicd until 
1 st August 1833, on condition of three mil- 
lions being advanced for the public service, 
without interest for si* years ending itb 
April 180(5 : the sole right of banking as a 
corporate body, and the other privileges, are 
fully recited and confirmed ; but nothing is 
expiessly stipulated with regard to the rate 
of allowance for managing the debt — The cir- 
cumstances attending this negotiation are r&- 
* lated in the evidence of Mr. Thornton, who 
was'at.tl&t timev governor of the T)ank, and 
from whom the suggestion of renewing tb 
charter originally came. He states, that t. e 
various s< unes from which the bank derive 
profit, in consequence of their exclusive pri 
vilege, and of their honhex cm with govern- 
ment, were enumerated by Mr. Pitt, who 
made a jplaim on the part of* the puhl,c for a 
direct jiirtidpariop in«the profit 1 ', accoiding 
to*a fixed proportion; and that th* claim, 
though not admitted in its foil extent by hiih- 
self on the*part of the company, was ult- 
imately aureed -o ; t’» t a ealeu ation was 
formed upon the basis of such paitic ipation ; 
and that the interes of three millions, for 
. six yeats, was given to fne public as the fair 
rcsulr. The authority therefore of Mr. Pitt, 
and the consent of the then governor of the 
bank, established a general principfo^Jf par* 
ticipatio # n in those profits of the bay? k, which 
“ arise from their ^exclusive privilege, and 
from the balances of public money in tlicir 
hands, and whether the participation be op- 
posed to be in the fixed proportion of 1-4 
1-3 or 1 - 2 , it cannot fail to be extremely 
considerable* Jn one of the conversa- 
tions upon this subject, it*. appears to have 
been distinctly assumed on one sideband to/iave 
been admitted on the other, that the govern- 
ment balances* in the bank which were 
drawn from the exchequer (estimated tlysn 
by My. Pitt, as they nearly were, at two 
millions and a hajfongn average^, and the 
growing balances of*the commissioners for 
thasink/rig fund, were productive of profit, 
*5tnd ap expectation is said*to have been given, 
'that they should not be withdrawn from the 
bank without compensation. The produc- 
tive quality of some of the governmegt ba- 
J lai*ces 4 )fing admitted, it is not easy to con- 
ceive that the bank hav€ ariy method, «expept 


[civ 


that of iricreasing their cash and bullion, of 
preventing the productive quality of tilt same 
fcalancef when, enlarged to the extent that 
they now are, or of other balances which 
have been added. The circumstance eff the 
bank gaming a profit by the management of 
the public debt, a ppcars£o have •been income 
degree advn ted to ; but the propriety ofyhc 
rate of alIow.m£fc*+lien subsisting fyd not 
come parricidal ly under consideration. The 
documents necessary to foi ni a correct opi-? 
nion upon the complicated concerns of this 
extensive busing, were probably not fully 
before either of the two parties at the time of 
this agreement ; it is- obvious, that they 
cannot be collected without considerable and 
detailed investigation, nor digcsicd "without 
industry and attention ; and the pressure of 
other duties may well account for a want of 
leisure fdV so laborious a rese arch at the pe- 
riod of tne renewal of the charter. Th<- 
other balances of public money do not ap- 
pear to have entered into J\lr. Pitt’s calcu- 
lation, as they were- at that lime of trifling 
amount, and the pi obabillty ctf any such in- 
crease as has actually taken place in the ba- 
lances’ drawn from the exchequer, in conse- 
quence of the great augmentation of revenue 
(an increase from an av» rage sum of 2 | mil- 
lions to an avenge sum of live or six mil- 
lions) was not adverted to, and can liaidly 
hc supposed to have been in contepiplution. 
Supposing all the suggestions winch vpur 
con^xfo/ec have made with a view’ ol‘ > di- 
minishing the balances in tiic bank to be 
adopted, the amount ot bujtiuccs still rein. lin- 
ing will probably more than double the 
amount ol those which existed in 1800 , or 
which could then hte contemplated ;u. likely to 
exist at this time; and therefore, if the inten- 
tion of Mr. Pitt not to withdraw the balances 
of exchequer money, or those arising f ’1041 
the accumulation of the then existing sinking 
lund, without ( erm pern ation, should be ad- 
ht*jrd to, that intention will not be frustrated, 
the unexpected enlargement^nf the same ba*- 
Ifince*, and the addition of so many others, 
forming much more compensation in 
question. Thirdly* the Jast agreement with 
the bank which it w nl be Accessary tq nrtfft-o, 
was in 180 ( 5 , 4(5 f*eo. JlTT^. 4l. when the 
three millions, w hich ought to have been re- 
paid on the 5th of April, were continued as a 
loan to the public until six months after/he 
'ratification of a definitive tfcaty of peace,, at 
an interest* o<k3/. percent, which is to be 
considered as a gift of 60, 000/. per afrnum, so 
lone* as the war ^continues. Whether* this 
bargain was concluded upon an examination 
sufficiently comprehensive of*the general sU 

• 
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tuition of the bank, is not now the question ; he considered as an intended compensati 
but Aie transaction is most material in ano- part for the beuefii w hich the bank derive 
ther view, as it evinces thaji the agreement fiom the use of public money. 3d,— A sum 
made in 18U0, was not considered Cither by of three millions was IcntJo government, as 
‘tho^t who acted upon the part of the public, lias b eu alrrndy sta.ed.Hithout interest, for 
noi by the bank directors themselves, as a six ye.us fiom 1800, asJKc price of the re- 
bar Against "further iparticipation, whenevcr^newal of the bank charter ; and it was agreed 
th$ increase of their profits derived from the in* 1806, tint the same should be sent at 3/. 
ptihlic f and the circtMMttfticcs of public af- per cent. during the continuance of the war. 
Jairs, might, upon similar principles, make Anothe direct advantage derived to the pub- 
such a^laim reasonable and expedient. Af- lie consists ii, the receipt at tlie bank, of the 
ter a summary recapitulation of the ad van- pioperty tax upora the dividends, and the 
tages which the bank derive' from their char- prompt payment of it into the* exchequer, 
ter, and from their connection with the pub- without charge, &r extra allowance; by 
lie, it will bfc proper to enumerate the bene- which means all delay i? obviated in the col- 
fits which the public receive fiom them in lection of a Targe portion of the war taxes, 
return.* 1st, A large proiit on t!.« manage- and the ex pence of officers is saved. The 
mem of the public debt is enjoyed by the dock transferred to tTic commissioners for 
bank; .and, 2dly f the interest arising' from reducing the national debt, and on account • 
between 11 and 12 millions of government ol tne redemption of land-tyx, charged 

balances tying in 'heir hands. 3<!ly, They b> the hank with any allowance fur manage- 
ljave whatever profit is tb be derived ment ; w hicii two sums •amount to about 
from their paper circulation, ivnounting to 1 84,000,000/. exclusive of South-Sea annui- 
16,6*21,390/ the issue -of. which results fiom tie?.. The practice of making advance^upon. 
the exclusive povveis given to* them ny certain instalments t»f the public loans, on the 
their charter. It maj be remarked, how- security of the receipts, is a* considerable ac- 
ever, that it is a circulation oi which they ' comijiodat ion to the subscribers, ^nd enables 
carefully \j^nit the amount, and on account government to contmct tjpr loans upon terms 
of winch, as well as with a vicvfwto the ge- somewhat more advantageous than could be 
nerai demands ol the state, they are subject Hone if that lacility were not afforded. " <% The 
to the burthen, of ordinarily maintaining « Rank, however, receive in rettirn the legal 
large stock of C .sh and bullion, and of pro- rate of interest, as they do also upon all trans* 
viding, except during the suspension of pay- actions wtth the government, except those" al- 
i^nts in cash, all the gold and sjJugr used ready seated. The accommodations derived 
for the coinage of inohey. The advantages by the public fretfn its' conni xion -with the 
which government, on the part of the pub- bank, have been carried, in some years, to i 
lie, receives in return, arc the following: verv large auncAint ; and it must always be % 
1st, — The capital .( 1 1 ,(>30 ,000/.) of the* cori\^red as an object of the greatest conse- 
bank is lent to the ptiblic at the rate of quenc^^o maintain die permanence of an 
3/. percent. The benefit derived from this establishment of such qpulence an*d Vreditr 
Joan, amounting at present to 233,7-0/# is which, by the judicious conduct of its own 
.not slated in the annexed evidence, as ha- aUairs, has contributed so materially to extend 
ving been particularly adverted to in the con- the commercial prosperity, and to maintain 
versations which took place between Mr. the public faith of the country. Yourcom- 
Pittapd the governor of the bank, on the oc- mittee cannot conclude their report without 
casion of the renewal of the charter, but the Tinning testimqpy to the "favourable disposi- 
contfnuance of this benefit to the public is tioii so often manifested on the part ol the 
secured by thc*rw:t. 2d, — Advances are iiank towards the public service; and thejr 
made to the extent of 2,750,000/. upon the entertain no doubt of the »mc readings t®^ 
pnnual .land aiftl mflt taxes, or the duties accede t$ any equitable arrangement that 
substituted, interest of 4/. per cent. p may be proposed under the present circum- 

The established custom of lending to this ex- stances. . 

^ent, at a moderate interest, must undoubtedly 
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